
 

Mens Winner – Derek Wasserfall 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Winner – Alison Misselhorn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2nd Kloof Conservancy 3 Falls Trail Run took place on Sunday 11 August in Krantzkloof Nature 

Reserve. The event was a huge success with 240 runners lining up at the 06:30 am start at Forest 

View Primary School. 

   The trail took the runners over a tough 18km during which they crossed grasslands, scarp forests, 

riverine forests and also crossed numerous streams and waterfalls. The run is most probably one of 

the toughest and most scenic trails in South Africa and many runners were amazed at the beauty on 

our very own doorstep. 

   The trail run is a joint venture between Kloof Conservancy, the Krantzkloof Honorary Officers and 

eZemvelo KZN Wildlife. 

 

 

        

Johann Vermeulen from eZemvelo KZN 
Wildlife presented unique trophies made by 
craftsmen at the Hillcrest Aids Centre to the 
winners. All finishers also received a unique 
medal made at the Aids Centre. 
 
136 men and 88 women completed the run. 
 
The event raised R 52 800 for Krantzkloof 
Nature Reserve. It is planned to use the funds 
to improve the entrances to the reserve. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kloof Conservancy is 

committed to extending its 

“green footprint” into the 

neighbouring communities as 

environmental issues do not 

recognize any municipal 

boundaries. 

During July we trained 11 

youngsters from the 

Senzokuhle Youth Club in 

Kwa-Nyuswa an area near 

Hillcrest. The youth club 

consists of approximately 40 

youngsters who volunteer 

their time on environmental 

work in Kwa-Yuswa and they 

are currently building a park. 

 

 

Items such as laptops and other household 

appliances will drain energy if they are left on in 

standby mode, so rather turn them off 

completely or simply unplug them. A computer 

or laptop, for example, can use around 20 

percent as much power as it would if it was in 

full use. 

 

Unless it is absolutely necessary to have an 

appliance plugged in at all times, it is far more 

energy efficient to have it unplugged and this 

will also serve as protection against lighting 

strikes and power surges. 

 

 

 

 

Use the microwave. Microwave ovens shorten 

cooking times, which saves energy. 

 

Access to Krantzkloof Nature 
Reserve 

As a result of the crime wave in the Upper 

Highway area the management of 

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve has agreed 

with the CPF and neighbourhood watches 

to restrict movement in the reserve to 

bona fide visitors. As a result access to the 

Reserve will be limited to official entry 

gates only. 

 

Tip No. 40 

Tip No. 39 

Kloof Conservancy organised and funded a two-day course on Invasive Alien Plants which was 

held at the Interpretative Centre in Krantzkloof Nature Reserve. The course leader was Sipho 

Mhlalanyawo, a certified WESSA trainer. 

The next step is to work with this group to find ways of putting their skills to work in projects where 

they can earn an income as they are all currently unemployed. Please contact us at 

info@kloofconservancy.org.za  if you are able to provide business or mentoring skills to help this 

group make progress. 

mailto:info@kloofconservancy.org.za


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well known author, ornithologist and tree expert, 

Dr. David Johnson gave two presentations 

during July. 

During his first talk he shared his experience 

from 6 trips to the Galapagos Islands. He 

enthralled his audience with his insights (and his 

stunning photographs) on the importance of the 

islands to our understanding of evolution. 

In his second presentation in the outstanding 

indigenous garden of Brigid and Pete Turner, 

David explained the “key” that he has developed 

to supplement the “bible” of tree books for our 

area, Pooley’s Trees of Eastern South Africa by 

Richard Boon. This key is a “must” for anyone 

interested in identifying trees. 

The presentation on the “key” was followed by a 

walk through the garden which has many 

interesting tree species. David will be running a 

1-day course at our “Tree Day” on 1 September, 

 Some of our contributors to this series do go the “extra 

mile” to bring you a good photograph. This photo (right) 

shows our intrepid reporter Mark Liptrot at work and the 

photo below shows the result!  
 

The butterfly Mark “captured” is a Bush Bronze butterfly 

(Cacyreus lingeus)   

 

These beautiful little butterflies are found in flight all 

year round and favour stream banks, wooded kloofs 

and gardens. They also enjoy many of our indigenous 

plants including plectranthus, salvia, and hemizygia 

spp. Ref: Steve Woodhall’s book A Field Guide to 

Butterflies of South Africa  
  

Visit our website for a list of indigenous plants that will 

attract butterflies to your garden: 

http://www.kloofconservancy.org.za/local-

info/butterflies/  

 

 

 

If you walk in the gorge you will have seen them! 

These are the Kite Spiders of Krantzkloof - Most 

photographs are of the bright porcelain like upper 

side (top photo), so we thought we should show you 

what they look like on the underside (photo below)!  
 

Although they look quite scary they are relatively 

harmless  
 

The Long-winged Kite Spider (Gasteracantha 

versicolor) is a species of diurnal orb-web spider of 

the family Araneidae. It is found in the tropics and 

sub-tropics, where it occurs in forests. It has an 

extensive range, from central, east and southern 

Africa to Madagascar. 
 

They are up to 1 cm long, and are brightly coloured, 

like others in their genus. The hardened (sclerotised) 

abdomen has six peripheral spines,with the lateral 

pair long and slightly recurved in this species. 

http://www.kloofconservancy.org.za/local-info/butterflies/
http://www.kloofconservancy.org.za/local-info/butterflies/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sunday walks focus on the 

natural fauna and flora of 

Glenholme. 
 

Alan Job from WESSA has 

introduced free guided walks on 

selected Saturdays during which he 

focuses on the history of the Upper 

Highway and Kloof. The first walk 

was extremely well attended so 

another one is planned for Saturday 

17 August starting at 10:00 from the 

Tea Garden.  
 

Like us on facebook for updates on 

these walks. 

We continue our series on eThekwini Municipality’s State of Biodiversity 

Report 2011–2012. In the past two series we covered the concept of 

planetary boundaries at a local level which also relates to how we, as 

individuals, impact on the environment and consequently the boundaries in 

our own backyard. Within this context the report included an interesting 

insert on bees.  

  

This month we look at:                                                                                                 

“WHAT’S THE BUZZ ABOUT BEES?” 
 

Global bee populations are in decline – a phenomenon termed Colony Collapse Disorder. 

Research shows that the disappearance of bees might be due to intense agricultural practices, use 

of damaging pesticides and habitat destruction resulting in the declines of flowering plants and 

worldwide spread of pests and air pollution. But why is the loss of these insects so important? The 

answer is simple. Bees pollinate crops, making food production possible. Bees are, without dispute, 

the most important pollinators in the world. In fact, of the 100 crop species that provide 90% of the 

world’s food, over 70 are pollinated by bees! If bees continue to disappear, foods that we take for 

granted will decrease in supply and increase significantly in price. These foods include but are not 

restricted to: almonds, apples, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, coconuts, coffee plants, 

cotton, cucumbers, eggplants, grapes, lemons, limes, mangoes, mustards, onions, pears, plums, 

raspberries, soybeans, squashes, strawberries, sunflowers, tomatoes and watermelons.  
 

There is a direct link between bees pollinating crops and our ability to feed ourselves. Furthermore, 

bee venom has been found to have medicinal properties, used for treating arthritis, multiple 

sclerosis and even fibromyalgia. There are a number of interventions that can be made to stop the 

decline of bees in urban environments. On a city-wide scale, open spaces containing indigenous 

vegetation act as migratory routes, nectar corridors and nesting sites for pollinator groups. Green 

roofs have also been shown to improve inner city biodiversity. On an individual level, planting 

diverse indigenous gardens containing nectar rich plants and avoiding using harmful pesticides will 

help protect these extremely valuable and underappreciated creatures. It is not too late to protect 

these under-valued providers of such essential services.  
 

“Bees underline the reality that we are more, not less, 

dependent on nature’s services in a world of close to 

seven billion people.”  
ACHIM STEINER UN Under-Secretary-General and UNEP Executive Director 

 

Download the full report at the following link (3MB file): http://db.tt/vPvGEZkr?dl=1  

We have previously reported that WESSA Highway Branch and Kloof Conservancy are running a 

joint project to rehabilitate and promote Glenholme Nature Reserve. Free guided walks take place 

on the third Sunday of every month starting at 08:30 from the Tea Garden – you are welcome to 

bring a picnic and enjoy it on the grounds after the walk (which takes between 1,5 to 2 hours). 

 

http://db.tt/vPvGEZkr?dl=1


         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of you may be familiar with the very 

popular posters “Beautiful but Dangerous” from 

eThekwini Municipality. The posters have been 

revised and updated and now comprise a set of 

5 posters as well as a set of flashcards that will 

be extremely handy for field work. The 

flashcards cover 108 invasive alien plants with 

excellent photographs showing flowers and 

seeds for easy identification. 

 

Durban 

Green 

Corridor 

Project 

You can obtain copies of these posters from: 
Environmental Planning and Climate Protection Department, 166 K.E Masinga Road, Durban, 

4001. Room 200, 2nd Floor Tel: 031 311 7875 
 

The posters and flashcards show both the 

CARA and NEMBA classification of each plant 

and indigenous alternatives. They also give 

useful information such as flowering time and 

colour, whether there are registered herbicides 

or bio control agents available, and whether the 

plant is an irritant or poisonous. 
 

All in all an excellent effort from eThekwini 

Municipality in the fight against IAPs! 

 

 

 
 

SATURDAY 17 AUGUST 

 

Free Guided Walk @ Glenholme Nature Reserve – meet at 10:00 
at the Tea Garden – focus on the History of Upper Highway 

  

SUNDAY 18 AUGUST 

 

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve 4 hour guided walk. R30pp. Meet at 

Kloof Falls Rd Picnic Site at 8:00 

 

THURSDAY 29 AUGUST 

 

Molweni River Health Schools Project – Molweni River Catchment 

with final report at the Krantzkloof Interpretative Centre at 15:00 

 

SUNDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 

 

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve 6 hour guided walk. R30pp. Meet at 

Kloof Falls Rd Picnic Site at 8:00 – NB: this is a strenuous walk! 

 
SUNDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 

 

Come and Join us for a Tree Day in celebration of Arbour Week at 

the Interpretative Centre. Dr David Johnson will be running a Tree 

Identification course and activities for children including 

storytelling, drawing and a tree walk. More details on our web-site. 

 
THURSDAY 5 SEPTEMBER 

 

Invasive Alien Plant Course for Gardeners – 08:00 SPCA 

Grounds – Contact: info@schoolofgardendesign.co.za 

 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY   
7 & 8 SEPTEMBER 

 

 
Botsoc Indigenous Plant Fair – Munies Field, Durban 

 
SUNDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 

 
Guided Walk @ Glenholme Nature Reserve  - free – meet at 
08:30 at the Tea Garden – focus on the fauna and flora 

 

Visit our website at 

www.kloofconservancy.org.za 


