
The Book of ActsThe Book of Acts
Chapter Chapter 2288

The The Powerful Powerful ChurchChurch
 

Chapter 27 concluded with Paul. Luke, Aristarchus and more than 250 others shipwrecked. Pauls
presence on this ship saved the lives of everyone else aboard. We pick up the story in chapter 28.
 
Acts 28:1-31 (KJV) 1 And when they were escaped, then they knew that the island was called Melita.

• Melita or Malta (other translations) is an island located 50 miles southwest of Sicily. The island is
about 17 miles long and 9 wide, and about 60 in circumference. The bay in which the ship was
wrecked now bears the name of "St. Paul's Bay", Ch 27 "a certain creek with a shore." It is about
2 miles deep and 1 broad, and the whole physical condition of the scene answers the description of
the shipwreck. In B.C. 242 it was conquered by the Romans, and was governed by a Roman
propraetor at the time of the shipwreck.

2 And the barbarous people shewed us no little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and received us every
one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold.  

• Greek bar’bar os - a foreignerforeigner (i.e. non-Greeknon-Greek) Luke had not encountered people on Paul’s
previous journeys that did not embrace Greek culture, hence his description as ‘barbarians’ The
storm continued on, and the hospitable people built a fire for the passengers of the ship

3 And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid themthem on the fire, there came a viper out of the
heat, and fastened on his hand. 4 And when the barbarians saw the venomousvenomous beast hang on his hand,
they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet
vengeance suffereth not to live.

• This was the belief of most people in Paul’s time. They believed in retribution by fate. These days
people call it “karma”. The law of sowing and reaping is one God established ‘whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap”. Karma is an eastern religious philosophy that does not allow for
God’s forgiveness and it’s power to mitigate circumstances of reaping.

• We also see here the fulfillment of Jesus’ words in Mark 16:17-18 (KJV) 17 And these signs shall
follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;
18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall
lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

 
5 And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm. 6 Howbeit they looked when he should have
swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a great while, and saw no harm come to
him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god.

• Paul was not moved by this satanic attack “really devil?”
• Miraculous events get people’s attention. Paul’s victory over the snake opened the door for ministry

to the people. In the course of a few minutes he rose in estimation from murderer to God
 
7 In the same quarters were possessions of the chief man of the island, whose name was Publius; who
received us, and lodged us three days courteously.

• The miracle also resulted in Paul and his companions being put up in the best accommodations on
the island

8 And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul
entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him.

• A further fulfillment of Mark 16:18
• Paul, like Jesus, ministered to the sick wherever he went

9 So when this was done, others also, which had diseases in the island, came, and were healed: 10 Who also
honoured us with many honours; and when we departed, they laded usus with such things as were
necessary.

• Paul’s ministry to the sick resulted in great favor. The people rewarded him richly
• 1 Corinthians 9:9-11 (NIV2011) 9 For it is written in the Law of Moses: “Do not muzzle an ox while it

is treading out the grain.” Is it about oxen that God is concerned? 10 Surely he says this for us,



is treading out the grain.” Is it about oxen that God is concerned? 10 Surely he says this for us,
doesn’t he? Yes, this was written for us, because whoever plows and threshes should be able to do
so in the hope of sharing in the harvest. 11 If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much
if we reap a material harvest from you?

11 And after three months we departed in a ship of Alexandria, which had wintered in the isle, whose sign
was Castor and Pollux.

• Centurion and travel agent Julius found another Egyptian grain ship bound for Rome and booked
passage

 
12 And landing at Syracuse, we tarried therethere three days. 13 And from thence we fetched a compass, and
came to Rhegium: and after one day the south wind blew, and we came the next day to Puteoli: 14 Where
we found brethren, and were desired to tarry with them seven days: and so we went toward Rome.

• Even though Paul had not been to Italy, the gospel had. There were Christians in Puteoli. The report
of Paul’s arrival in Italy spread quickly among believers, who were familiar with him from his
letter to the Romans, written from Corinth during his third missionary journey, and announcing
his desire to come to Rome. The church was expecting him.

15 And from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came to meet us as far as Appii forum, and The
three taverns: whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage.

• Appii forum was 43 miles from rome, three taverns 33 miles from Rome. Groups of believers met
Paul at both stops, and he was clearly blessed by their welcome

16 And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard: but Paul
was suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him.

• Paul was not treated as a prisoner, but allowed to live in a rental house with a guard. He definitely
was not a flight risk, as he was where he wanted to be

17 And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the chief of the Jews together: and when they were
come together, he said unto them, Men andand brethren, though I have committed nothing against the
people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the
Romans. 18 Who, when they had examined me, would have let meme go, because there was no cause of death
in me. 19 But when the Jews spake against itit, I was constrained to appeal unto Caesar; not that I had
ought to accuse my nation of. 20 For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see youyou, and to speak
with youyou: because that for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain.  

• As was his custom, Paul went first to the Jews
• Paul recounts his troubles with the Jewish leaders at Jerusalem, and once again plays the

‘resurrection card” in stating he was prisoner because of the hope of Israel.
21 And they said unto him, We neither received letters out of Judaea concerning thee, neither any of the
brethren that came shewed or spake any harm of thee.

• Luke and Paul’s companions gave the Jewish leaders at Rome a good report about Paul.
22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for as concerning this sect, we know that every where
it is spoken against. 23 And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into hishis lodging;
to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of
the law of Moses, and out ofout of the prophets, from morning till evening.  

• Once again Paul used the Old Testament scriptures to prove Jesus was Messiah, that he had to die
and rise from the dead, and that salvation is available only through him. After sharing all day, the
results were

24 And some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not. 25 And when they agreed not
among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by
Esaias the prophet unto our fathers, 26 Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and
shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: 27 For the heart of this people is waxed
gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with theirtheir
eyes, and hear with theirtheir ears, and understand with theirtheir heart, and should be converted, and I should
heal them.

• Isaiah predicted that the Jews would largely reject the gospel, because they were bound by their
religion. Paul follows up by stating that even though the Jews would not receive Jesus, the Gentiles
would

28 Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and thatthat they will
hear it. 29 And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, and had great reasoning among



hear it. 29 And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, and had great reasoning among
themselves.

• Their reasoning was certainly not just about Jesus, but how could God desire to save anyone who is
not a Jew?

30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him, 31

Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all
confidence, no man forbidding him.

• Paul’s life after chapter 28
• Paul was very busy for these two years
• During this time he wrote the letters of Philemon, Colossians, Ephesians, and Philippians
• At the end of the two years Paul was granted a trial before Nero, which resulted in his acquittal and

liberation. While in prison, he wrote to the church at Phillipi
• Philippians 1:19-26 (NIV2011) 19 for I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the

Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect
and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always
Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to
die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall
I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which
is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of this, I
know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26

so that through my being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on account of
me.

• Paul chose to remain: the devil could not kill hi
• He then probably fulfilled his plans expressed in (Philemon 1:22; Phil. 2:24), of traveling eastward

through Macedonia, on to Ephesus, and from there to Colossae and Laodicea. From Asia Minor
he went to Spain (disputed by many), where he remained two years. Returning to Asia Minor and
Macedonia, he wrote the first epistle to Timothy; to Crete, epistle to Titus; wintered at Nicopolis;
was arrested there and sent to Rome for trial, and was executed by beheading.

• In his final letter to his son in ministry Timothy, Paul wrote:
 

• 2 Timothy 4:6-8 (KJV) 6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7

I have fought a good fight, I have finished mymy course, I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that
day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

• Paul lived his lfe according to the theme of the book of Acts:
• Acts 1:8 (KJV) But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall

be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth.

 


