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From The Editor.

Since taking on the mantle of “Historian” for the Eastern Counties Motor Club I have
received countless emails from those who mistakenly believe that I am an expert on
the history of Snetterton circuit. Obviously there is a strong link with the venue but
amongst  the  real  experts  on  the  circuit  is  the  motor  sport  artist  Andrew Kitson.
Andrew's  love  of  the  place  is  matched  only  by  his  knowledge  of  its  past,  in
comparison I am a mere novice. Very often enquiries received by me are redirected to
Andrew whose prompt reply only serves to increase my credulity to those who asked
the question in the first place. Recently Andrew has forged an agreement with the
Revs Institute For Automotive Research based in Florida USA, to include some of the
Snetterton  photographs  taken by George  Phillips  and Max LeGrand held in  their
extensive archive.  Some of these will  appear in Andrew's  regular  "Snetterton's 4-
Wheeled Past in Pictures" photo blog on the official Snetterton Facebook page. It is
surely testament to Andrew's knowledge that such and esteemed body would allow
him to do so! Part of the agreement is that some of the photos he features – along
with  the  meticulously  researched  captions  –  can  be  featured  here  in  the  Historic
Review. To both the Revs Institute and Andrew I am most grateful.

For more information on the Revs Institute visit.

http://revsinstitute.org/

--oo0oo--

http://revsinstitute.org/


“Only Seems Like Yesterday”

Whilst  having a clear-out former ECMC member Steve Minns came across some
photos taken in the 1980s, being a decent chap he gave them to the club to add to the
archives. To many of us this would considered a recent event but 30 years have past
since these were taken at a WSMC meeting at Wickhambrook near Newmarket on
27th / 28th September 1986.

1986 only seems like yesterday!



Several of these names are still familiar in motor sport
 at both local and national levels.









Class E was for cars 1301cc to 1650 front engine rear wheel drive,
excluding engines having more than 2 valves per cylinder. 

Sponsored by Abbeyford of Bury St. Edmunds



Falcon Motor Club member Alan Davies in his Escort1600.

Graeme Watt of the Stort Valley Auto Club in a Mk2 Escort.



Paul Bird's Escort which was entered by the Whitby Motor Club.

Peter Nielson's NSU 1800 with the 1480cc Mini of David Brewis in pursuit.



Sponsored by Horringer Garage Class F was for cars 1651cc or over, including
cars excluded from Class E.



Another shot of the duel between the “Witchtune” NSU 1800 and Mini Clubman. 

Witchtune was run by E.C.M.C. members 
Dennis & Mike Herbert.



Borough 19 member Alan Jones in an 1840 cc Escort.

An appropriate number for the 2800cc Porsche of John Cavendish of Weston-super-Mare M.C.



Class G – Road / Rally cars up to 1650cc was sponsored jointly
by St. Olaves Car Sales & Witchtune

Gary Porter of Witham M.C 1600 Escort.



1040cc Hartwell Imp of Clive Rayson with Jim Ferris
 in his Class E Escort chasing him.

Current E.C.M.C. member John Cooledge in his 2100cc Escort



Class H was for Road / Rally cars 1651cc and over (taxed and tested) 
sponsored by John Banks Honda



Ron Easton's Class H TVR Vixen chases Gary Porter's Class H Escort.

Rod Turner in the K Class 2200cc Voodoo III Special



Sponsored by the Challacombe Carriage Company Class K was for 
Autocross Specials and any other car not eligible for other classes including four

wheel drive vehicles for which there is a 10% time handicap.



The 1998 RE Special of Ian Chapman showing plenty of negative camber.

WSMC member Mike Jennings in a 1600cc Fiesta with four-wheel-drive.



Another shot of the RE Special.

John Kirkup from Durham in the 3500cc Googleplex.



The Mini-Cross races were sponsored by Splinters Catering.

ECMC's Mike Herbert leads the pack.



451 Warwick Booth, 46 Mike Herbert and 60 Mark Rogers.

381 Jonathan Burton with 1 Dave Hill chasing.



The Mini-Cross races had a good write up in the following weeks edition of Motoring
News,  presumably  penned by Arthur Debenham the commentator  at  the meeting.
Would anyone know the whereabouts  of  the photographer Steve Fairgrieve? Also
does the television footage survive??

Thanks to Steve Minns, John Boot & Mike Herbert for their help with this article.

--oo0oo--



Quick on the Draw.

Past editions of the Historic Review have featured artwork especially drawn for the
ECMC  by  club  member  Ronald  “Carl  Giles  –  famously  known  as  “Giles”  the
cartoonist for the  Daily Express. Although an enthusiast and regular visitor to race
meetings he  rarely  competed.  One event  he did take part  in  was the  1952 Daily
Express Rally,  accompanying him in the Jaguar  XK120 was long-distance record
breaker  Ralph Sleigh (Historic  Review Vol.  3  Issue  VIII),  the car  was  Giles own
personal transport. Their rally was recorded in the newspaper in a way like no other:

Giles and Ralph Sleigh

AGAINST STIRLING MOSS AND THE REST

As a change from rolling 36 feet of mobile studio all over the country, Giles is taking
his 14½ feet of Jaguar on a similar journey. He is entrant No. 258 in the Daily Express
Motor Rally, and leaves from the Norwich starting point next Wednesday. With him
goes co-driver Ralph Sleigh, who broke the England to Cape Town car record. Giles
holds the St.Ives, Cornwall, record for batting that monster caravan uphill all the way
out of St.Ives in the height of the holiday season, leaving the entire town intact.

IN THE PICTURE:
The Giles family children, thinking they are going too, invited a few colleagues over to
his workshop for a final tune-up. Sleigh(pictured having his ear oiled)  and Giles (in
overalls) point out in advance that this is a hazard that the other 460 entrants have not
had to face.
                                                                                                                                                       Daily Express Nov.  7 th 1952



A slightly doctored photo of Ronald Giles' garage!





The three cartoons above appeared in the paper during the rally, therefore it is fair to
assume that they were drawn in advance. The one dated 12th November 1952 shows
Giles driving around Castle Meadow, Norwich to one of the official starts. The Giles
archive is held by the University of Kent which should include those created for the
Eastern Counties Motor Club.

Fellow rally driver Cliff Davies takes the time to chat to Giles.

Ralph Sleigh occupies the passenger seat...



..whilst over-coated Giles takes the wheel.

Many thanks to the University of Kent and Express Newspapers for their assistance 
with this article.

--oo0oo--



From The Archives Of The Revs Institute.

The feature event at the Eastern Counties Motor Club meeting on 25th June 1955 was
the 'Eastern Counties 100', a 37-lap race for racing sports cars. As the leaders head off
in the distance down the Home Straight towards the Esses, a mid-field bunch exit the
Hairpin at the end of the long Norwich Straight. Jim Russell's Cooper-Bobtail chases
Michael Burn's RGS-Atalanta and a pair of ex-works Lister Bristols driven by Allan
Moore ( VPP 9, entered by Ormsby Issard-Davies ) and Dmitri Kasterine in the 'Six
Mile Stable' car. Works Lister-Bristol driver Archie Scott Brown finished runner-up
to Roy Salvadori, victorious in Sid Greene's Aston Martin DB3S. Oil drums and a
rope keep the large crowd safe on the wide airfield runway. Eventually an earth bank
barrier was constructed down the middle along the oil drum line and the spectators in
this shot are standing at the edge of the entrance runway we use today to enter the
circuit. 

Many thanks to The Revs Institute for allowing the use of this superb George Phillips
photograph. More of George's work from this meeting can be seen on the website of 
Revs Institute.   https://revsinstitute.org/

                                                                                                                                  A.K.

--oo0oo--
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Odds and Ends

In the report on the ECMC race meeting of June 1955 Andrew Kitson mentions the
Six Mile Stable. Based near Six Mile Bottom near Newmarket the team consisted of
engineer Tom Barnard, gentleman farmer Noel Cunningham-Reid as well as Dmitri
Kasterine. The teams fortunes are documented in Tom Barnard's book  I Gathered No
Moss; a copy of which can easily sourced on the internet. Cunningham-Reid went on
to become quite a well known sports car racer but Kasterine's life went in a different
direction.

Aged 29 Kasterine began his professional career as a photographer working along
side the film director Stanley Kuberick and was responsible for taking stills on  Dr
Strangelove (1964), 2001: A Space Odyssey (1968) and A Clockwork Orange (1971).
He was also commissioned to supply portraits for the  Daily Telegraph Magazine,
Harpers & Queen,  Vogue,  Interview,  and the  New York Times.  In 1986 Kasterine
moved to the United States where he still resides. More of his work can be viewed
on:  http://www.kasterine.com/

                                           Photograph Dmitri Kasterine

Two of Dmitri Kasterine's subjects: Mick Jagger and Stanley Kubrick.

                                                                 Photograph Dmitri Kasterine

-

http://www.kasterine.com/


Historic Review Vol. 3 Issue VII covered the cars of Harry Kemp place from Stanway
just south of Colchester. One of his cars; a Healey Silverstone (registered LGP 745) is
currently owned by Peter Richardson who is the Chairman of The Association of
Healey Owners. Peter kindly sent me a photo of himself in the passenger seat at the
parade held at Silverstone to commemorate sixty years of the model.

Peter's Silverstone in the paddock at Silverstone.

--oo0oo--



Classified Adverts.

-

SCOLE ENGINEERING.
Rolling Road Facilities 

Webber & S.U carburettor jetting.
Vintage & Modern

Telephone 01379 740940

-

SAFELY FAST
Increase your confidence and enjoyment, car control,
self analysis and the ability to relax and break those

bad habits.

Whether it is the Nurburgring or your local airfield,
our personal support and encouragement can make the

difference in a highly complex sport.

Corporate clients are especially welcome.

A Grade ARDS Qualified Track Driving Instructor

With 10 Years Experience.

For details contact John Norington on :-

www.safelyfast.co.uk/

http://www.safelyfast.co.uk/


MAZDA  MX5
Servicing
Tuning

Track Day & Race Preparation
Accident Damage Repaired

Four Wheel Alignment
Rust Proofing

Sponsor of the: 
Michael Cleverley 

AMSC 2016 AutoSOLO Challenge 
Mazda MX5 Trophy.

Valley Farm Business Unit
New Street
Stradbroke
IP21 5JL

www.mx5expert.com/
Telephone 01379 384046

-

http://www.mx5expert.com/


PHOTO ELITE
For All Your Photographic & Copying Needs.

13 MARKET HILL – DISS – IP22 4JZ
photoelite  diss  @gmail.com
Telephone 01379 640452

-

 KERRIDGES of Needham Market.

Telephone 01449 720222

-

Dissigns
signmakers

For all your Signage
& Vehicle Graphics
Tel. 01379 740606

www.dissigns.co.uk

http://www.dissigns.co.uk/
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com


PUGSPORT RACING
(C.M. CHAMBERS CARS)

Peugeot Specialist
Unit 3 The Forge 

Church Road
Weybread
IP21 5TQ

www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/
Telephone. 07889 082466.

-

I.S.L.A. Motor Sport.
Fabrication
Paintwork
Restoration

Accident Damage
Unit 2 

Gilray Road
Diss 

IP22 4EU

-

http://www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/


Norwich
01603 40 60 50

www.richard-drake.co.uk
-

Alfa Romeo & Fiat Spare Part Specialist
www.alfashop.co.uk/

http://www.richard-drake.co.uk/


 AQUAPLANE
FORD
 1172cc

PERFORMANCE
PARTS

&

PUBLICATIONS
Available From:

VINTAGE SUPPLIES Ltd.
NORTH WALSHAM

NORFOLK
NR28 0AJ

www.ford-aquaplane.co.uk/



And Finally

Following a long illness a very good friend of mine died on 29th September. Roger
Lye was a perfectionist in everything he done, being with him in his workshop was
always a pleasure. A few could match his abilities but none could exceed them. This
combined with an eye for what looked right ensured that everything he created was
beautifully crafted as well as fast. Although Roger had nothing to do with our kind of
motor sport he did build himself a sprint bike. Here we see him at Wattisham Sprint
with his pre-war rigid Levis powered by a 500cc JAP speedway engine running on
methanol.

“Thank you Roger for all that you done for me!”



All contents written in good faith. The permission of copyright holders has been obtained where known.
The copyright of the authors has been reserved

Errors and Omissions Excepted.
-

 Published by E.C.M.C Limited.
-

To contact the editor regarding these articles write to:- 
Leigh Trevail
The Cottage
Bridge Road

Scole
Diss

IP21 4DP

leigh@leightrevail.co.uk

mailto:leigh@leightrevail.co.uk

