Worship Resources
30 April 2023
Fourth Sunday of Easter
1 Peter 2:19-25
Find Wholeness

Additional Scriptures
Psalm 23, John 10:1-10, Acts 2:42-47, Doctrine and Covenants 165:1d

Preparation
The Reflection needs a leader, four individuals, and the congregation. Make sure the individuals have the reading before the service starts.

For the Visio Divina, ahead of time you will need to order Streams of Living Water from Herald House at: https://www.heraldhouse.org/products/streams-of-living-water?_pos=10&_sid=46912bd57&_ss=r. If you attended the 2019 World Conference, you received a copy of this booklet. See below for more information.

Prelude	

Welcoming Hymn
	“Takwaba Uwabanga Yesu!/There’s No One Like Jesus!” 	CCS 121 
Encourage participants to sing in languages other than their own. If this is unfamiliar, sing along with the vocal recording found on Community of Christ Sings Audio Recordings.
	OR “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” 	CCS 105

Welcome, Joys, and Concerns

Call to Worship
Leader: 		Who will hear my voice?
Congregation:	I will hear your voice.
Leader: 		I know you by your name.
Congregation: 	I know your voice.
Leader: 		You are my beloved.
Congregation:	We are beloved.

Hymn	 “I Have Called You by Your Name” 	CCS 636
	OR “Lord of All Hopefulness” 	CCS 193

Invocation
Response

Reflection:	 “A People of God” 
Leader: 		Held captive. Enslaved. Our Pharaoh holding us in bondage.
Reader 1		Offered freedom. Set on a journey.
		Wandering. Finding fault with our leaders.
		Embracing anything that looks easier than listening.
		Easier than obeying.
Congregation: 	Easier than being a People of God.

Leader: 		The desert we take with us is comfortable.
Reader 2: 		The yearning for the old days, the old ways, most desirable.
		Why us? What did we do to deserve this hardship?
Let us worship the gods of convenience. Of comfort. Of familiarity.
Let us return to enslavement. Let us embrace the bondage of our choosing.
Congregation: 	Leave us as You found us. Not as a People of God.

Leader: 		How long?
Reader 3: 		How long must we wander searching for this promised 
land?
		This Zion. New Jeru Salem. Eden?
We have looked to the hills. Eyes hooded against the light. Your Light. 
We have listened for your voice and heard the clamor of the world. Are we to die in the desert we continue to choose?
Congregation: 	Joke on us as the world watches and laughs at our dumb 
trust. A People of God

Leader: 		Help us God.
Reader 4: 		Help us to become blind to memories of yesterday tinged with nostalgia. Help us to hear the beat of your heart in the light of today. 
			Enable us to see and touch and taste your presence in the sacraments. Open our hearts to experience you in new and different ways. 
			Lift us from our empty deserts that barricade us from your green pastures.
Congregation: 	Wash and cleanse us of our indifference. Make of us A 
			People of God.
-Dean L. Robinson, used with permission

Prayer for Peace
Hymn of Peace
	“Peace among Earth’s Peoples”	CCS 448
	OR God, Renew Us by Your Spirit”	CCS 237	
Light the Peace Candle

Visio Divina: The Temple Worshiper’s Path
Community of Christ’s Temple in Independence, Missouri, USA, is dedicated to the pursuit of peace, reconciliation, and healing of the spirit. Using images from the Temple’s Worshiper’s Path, let us silently pray and reflect on peace. 

Allow sufficient time to view projected images. Streams of Living Water is available from Herald House at: https://www.heraldhouse.org/products/streams-of-living-water?_pos=10&_sid=46912bd57&_ss=r. If possible, purchase a booklet for each family. If not possible, purchase one copy and project the images of the worshiper’s path. If you attended the 2019 World Conference, you received a copy of this booklet.

Prayer 
God of Peace,
May we find your peace present around us. As we journey inward, we see your peace in a grove of trees. We hear your peace in a burning bush. We know your peace in a parent’s welcome.

We are reminded of Jesus’ cruel death at the hands of civil and religious authorities. And yet, there is peace, somehow, in the shadow of the cross, in the beauty of a flower, in the tree of life. Still our lives yearn for mercy, for love, for knowing you. On the inward journey of peace, we often pass through the dark night of the soul. We thirst for you. We can experience your peace in a single drop of living water.

We are present God. We are here. May your peace wash over us and inspire us. May we dwell daily in your house of peace forever. And yet we hear the call:

The call to an outward journey of peace. We are called to share the peace of Christ the redeemer as if to a world of wheat: white and ready for harvest. We shall leave this place. Though leaving may feel like we are pressing against impossibly heavy barriers, yet the doorway of peace is light. We live in our tiny dot in a plaza of nations. We pray peace for the nations.

May we live into our dedication and be unified as people committed to peace, reconciliation and healing of the spirit. We pray in Jesus name. Amen.
			-Glenn Johnson, adapted

For additional ideas: Find this day’s Prayer for Peace service on the church’s website at www.CofChrist.org. 

Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25

Ministry of Music or Congregational Hymn
	“Find Your Wholeness” 	CCS 643
OR “The Peace of the Earth” 	CCS 647
OR “In the Quiet of This Day” 	CCS 161


Sharing in the Spoken Word
	Based on 1 Peter 2:19-25
OR  Video	"Peace in the Storm" – President Stephen M. Veazey reminds us that a faith 
centered in Jesus, the peaceful One, anchors us through life's storms in this thought-provoking sermon from the "Witness the Word" March 2021 release (15 minutes).    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8PM4X76o54

Reflection
Remember a time in your life when you were distraught or in despair and somebody helped you. Or remember a time when you helped someone who was in need. Turn to a neighbor and share this experience. Did you discern God working in your life during those times?

Disciples’ Generous Response
Statement
During this time of a Disciples’ Generous Response, we focus on aligning our heart with God’s heart. Our offerings are more than meeting budgets or funding mission. We can tangibly express our gratitude to God through our offerings, who is the giver of all.

As we share our mission tithes either by placing money in the plates or through eTithing, use this time to thank God for the many gifts received in life. Our hearts grow aligned with God’s when we gratefully receive and faithfully respond by living Christ’s mission.

Blessing and Receiving of Local and Worldwide Mission Tithes

Please, Creator, help us to discern the needs of people and creation. Within our realm of opportunity and circumstance, help us “undertake compassionate and just actions to abolish poverty and end needless suffering. Pursue peace on and for the Earth.” (Doctrine and Covenants 165:1d.) Bless our offerings this day.

For additional ideas, see Disciples’ Generous Response Tools at www.CofChrist.org/disciples-generous-response tools.

Unison Reading of Affirmation: Psalm 23    print or project the text for all to see

Hymn of Affirmation
	“My Shepherd Will Supply My Need”	CCS 247
	OR “The Lord’s My Shepherd”	CCS 259
	OR “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”	CCS 262
	OR “O Lord, My Shepherd”	CCS 264

Sending Forth
Surely goodness and mercy will follow us all the days of our lives, And we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Go in Peace.
Postlude


Sermon Helps
Sermon Helps Year A - Letters 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
1 Peter 2:19-25 

Exploring the Scripture 
On this fourth Sunday following Easter, the message from 1 Peter upholds the challenge and importance of living a new life in Christ. 
On the surface, this text sounds like a pep talk to encourage believers to live faithfully and to do what is right, even when suffering. Carefully listening to the text, these words call us to consider where strength and courage come from as we look to the life of Jesus and how he lived, died, and was resurrected for us. 
To grasp this text’s significance, we must first understand this text in its first-century setting. Peter is writing to small communities of new Christians in a region we know today as Turkey. 
This part of the author’s letter speaks to household slaves common in the Roman Empire. These slaves faced abuse and suffering from their masters for converting to this new movement known as Christianity.  Since Christianity was still a tiny movement, Christians did not influence the dominant Roman, Greek, and Jewish cultures. These new disciples of Christ were still learning how to live this new life as Christians and what it meant amid their intense suffering. 
In his message, Peter encourages his readers to live lives modeled on what they learned about Jesus. For it was in the suffering Jesus endured that these slaves could find strength and freedom deeply in their souls. They could be assured that God was with them as they tried to make the right choices about how they lived.  
How do we hear this text today in our varied global cultures? 
Understand this passage does not express any support for the acceptability of violence, abuse, and needless suffering. It does not support racism or permit to enslave others or treat others as being less-than. It does not promote that being abused, and suffering is the only way to receive God’s acceptance. 
It does, however, challenge us to consider that in the life of Jesus and what God did through Christ on Easter, we have choices for how we live. In looking at how Jesus lived for all, we seek inner strength and peace to follow the peaceable one. To live a life modeled on the ethic of Christ’s peace is about restoring the abundant life Jesus came to make whole (Jn 10:10). 
This text invites us to consider how we will live as disciples of the risen Christ. Will we allow ourselves to be enslaved by our fears of rejection of others because of our commitment to follow Christ? Will we allow derogatory words and acts to reduce our faith and hope? Or will we live with courage, hope, trust, and assurance in what God did through Christ on Easter and what God can and will do through our lives, today, wherever we live in the world? 
In Christ, we can live an ethic of peace. As Community of Christ, we are on a journey of what it means to uphold and promote nonviolence in our world that models the life of Jesus. In this Easter season and the new life that is offered to us, the question of nonviolence and ending needless suffering is a journey that begins in our hearts and minds. Then we begin to live this way with others that allow the peace of Christ to be genuine in the world. 
      
Central Ideas 
	The hope of Easter gives us courage and strength to live the peace of Christ in our suffering and joy. 

	Jesus, through his suffering, lived a life that reflected God’s love. We are called to live that love and peace, even when we suffer from the injustices that affect human life worldwide. 

	Living the ethic of Christ’s peace for all reflects our covenant to follow Jesus, the peaceable one. 


Questions for the Speaker 
	How does this text challenge you and your congregation to model the problematic choices and acts of Jesus, the peaceable one?   

	How do you see members of the congregation or people in your community or village reflecting the presence of peace, joy, and freedom, even in their suffering? 

	When have you had to find the courage and strength to trust God amid your suffering and experiences of injustice? 

	How does the hope of Easter continue to offer hope for how we live as disciples of the living Christ? 




Sacred Space – Small Group Resources

Year A, Letters

Fourth Sunday of Easter

1 Peter 2:19–25 NRSV

Gathering
Welcome
Today is the fourth Sunday of the Easter season. The Easter season lasts fifty days and concludes with the Day of Pentecost.

Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
God of wonder and grace, we can’t begin to comprehend the love you show us, a love that made you willing to come among us in flesh and bone, to endure the hardship of humanity. To move among the persecuted and marginalized so we might learn new ways to be in relationship with you and one another.
Open our eyes and hearts to the message you have for us, to the opportunities you provide each day to reach out to others and live your love and compassion—to truly see our neighbor and extend your hands.
We pause now, Lord, that we might listen. Listen to your promptings, guidance, and desires for our lives that you may speak the ways we can bring peace; that we might hear your voice and respond. Pause for one to two minutes of silence.
In Jesus’s name, we pray. Amen.
Spiritual Practice
Centering Prayer
Centering prayer is a method of meditation used by Christians to sit in silence with God. This prayer helps us experience God’s presence within us.
This day we will focus on the word rejoice.
Slowly read the following instructions:
Sit with relaxed posture and close your eyes. We will spend three minutes in centering prayer.
Breathe in a regular, natural rhythm.
As you breathe in and out, say the word rejoice in your mind.
Breathe in and out, focusing only on your word.
When we are done, we will sit for two minutes in silence, eyes closed, listening to the silence.
When time is up, share these closing instructions:
Offer a brief word of thanks to God. Take a deep breath and open your eyes when you are ready.

Sharing Around the Table
1 Peter 2:19–25 NRSV
For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.
“He committed no sin,
    and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
On the surface, this text sounds like a pep talk to encourage believers to live faithfully and do what is right, even when suffering. Carefully listening to the text, allows us to hear where strength and courage come from, as we look to the life of Jesus and how he lived, died, and was resurrected.
This part of Peter’s letter speaks to household slaves. These slaves faced abuse and suffering from their masters, not only in their roles as slaves, but for converting to this new movement known as Christianity. Christianity was still a tiny movement with little influence. New Christians were seen as anti-social—refusing to participate in the culturally normative practices of that time and place.
In his message, Peter encourages his readers to model their lives on what they learned about Jesus. For it was in the suffering Jesus endured that these slaves could find strength and freedom deeply in their souls. They could be assured God was with them as they tried to make the right choices about how they lived.
Understand, this passage does not express any support for the acceptability of violence, abuse, and needless suffering. It does not support racism, permit enslaving, or treating others as being less-than. It does not promote that being abused and suffering is the only way to receive God’s acceptance. It does, however, challenge us to consider that in the life of Jesus, and what God did through Christ on Easter, we have choices for how we live. It is better to suffer or be ridiculed for doing good than for doing evil.
This text invites us to consider how we will live as disciples of the Risen Christ. Will we allow ourselves to be enslaved by our fears of rejection by others because of our commitment to follow Christ? Will we allow derogatory words and acts to reduce our faith and hope? Or will we live with courage, hope, trust, and assurance in what God did through Christ on Easter, and what God can and will do through our lives today, wherever we live?

Questions
When have you had to find the courage and strength to trust God amid your suffering and experiences of injustice or the suffering and experiences of those you love?
When have you felt persecuted or looked down on for doing good (“the right thing”)?
How does the hope of Easter continue to offer hope for how we live as disciples of the Living Christ?

Sending
Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
This offering prayer for the Easter Season is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
God of rejoicing, we share our gifts joyfully and with thanksgiving in response to the generous gifts you have given us. May the offerings we share bring joy, hope, love, and peace into the lives of others that they might experience your mercy and grace. Amen.
Invitation to Next Meeting

Closing Hymn
Community of Christ Sings 461, “Ah, Holy Jesus”

Closing Prayer

Optional Additions Depending on Group
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Thoughts for Children



Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
God of wonder and grace, we can’t begin to comprehend the love you show us, a love that made you willing to come among us in flesh and bone, to endure the hardship of humanity. To move among the persecuted and marginalized so we might learn new ways to be in relationship with you and one another.
Open our eyes and hearts to the message you have for us, to the opportunities you provide each day to reach out to others and live your love and compassion—to truly see our neighbor and extend your hands.
We pause now, Lord, that we might listen. Listen to your promptings, guidance, and desires for our lives that you may speak the ways we can bring peace; that we might hear your voice and respond. Pause for one to two minutes of silence.
In Jesus’s name, we pray. Amen.


Spiritual Practice
Centering Prayer
Centering prayer is a method of meditation used by Christians to sit in silence with God. This prayer helps us experience God’s presence within us.
This day we will focus on the word rejoice.
Slowly read the following instructions:
Sit with relaxed posture and close your eyes. We will spend three minutes in centering prayer.
Breathe in a regular, natural rhythm.
As you breathe in and out, say the word peace in your mind.
Breathe in and out, focusing only on your word.
When we are done, we will sit for two minutes in silence, eyes closed, listening to the silence.
When time is up, share these closing instructions:
Offer a brief word of thanks to God. Take a deep breath and open your eyes when you are ready.



Sharing Around the Table
1 Peter 2:19–25 NRSV
For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.
“He committed no sin,
    and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
On the surface, this text sounds like a pep talk to encourage believers to live faithfully and do what is right, even when suffering. Carefully listening to the text, allows us to hear where strength and courage come from, as we look to the life of Jesus and how he lived, died, and was resurrected.
This part of Peter’s letter speaks to household slaves. These slaves faced abuse and suffering from their masters, not only in their roles as slaves, but for converting to this new movement known as Christianity. Christianity was still a tiny movement with little influence. New Christians were seen as anti-social—refusing to participate in the culturally normative practices of that time and place.
In his message, Peter encourages his readers to model their lives on what they learned about Jesus. For it was in the suffering Jesus endured that these slaves could find strength and freedom deeply in their souls. They could be assured God was with them as they tried to make the right choices about how they lived.
Understand, this passage does not express any support for the acceptability of violence, abuse, and needless suffering. It does not support racism, permit enslaving, or treating others as being less-than. It does not promote that being abused and suffering is the only way to receive God’s acceptance. It does, however, challenge us to consider that in the life of Jesus, and what God did through Christ on Easter, we have choices for how we live. It is better to suffer or be ridiculed for doing good than for doing evil.
This text invites us to consider how we will live as disciples of the Risen Christ. Will we allow ourselves to be enslaved by our fears of rejection by others because of our commitment to follow Christ? Will we allow derogatory words and acts to reduce our faith and hope? Or will we live with courage, hope, trust, and assurance in what God did through Christ on Easter, and what God can and will do through our lives today, wherever we live?


Questions
When have you had to find the courage and strength to trust God amid your suffering and experiences of injustice or the suffering and experiences of those you love?
When have you felt persecuted or looked down on for doing good (“the right thing”)?
How does the hope of Easter continue to offer hope for how we live as disciples of the Living Christ?


Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
This offering prayer for the Easter Season is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
God of rejoicing, we share our gifts joyfully and with thanksgiving in response to the generous gifts you have given us. May the offerings we share bring joy, hope, love, and peace into the lives of others that they might experience your mercy and grace. Amen.


Thoughts for Children
You will need:
construction paper
coloring supplies
Say: In today’s scripture, the author compares Jesus to a shepherd because he cares for us like a shepherd cares for a flock of sheep—lovingly, patiently, and faithfully.
This is a metaphor used to describe Jesus because it communicates information about who and what Jesus is. There are many metaphors we can use to better understand Jesus. For example, we can say, Jesus is a potter because he shapes and forms us as we follow him.
Think about who Jesus is to you and find a name to give Jesus—like shepherd or potter—that describes who Jesus is. After you have decided on a name, make and decorate a nametag for Jesus with this name on it.
Give participants time to think and create. Be prepared to offer suggestions for those who are stuck. Before sending participants back to their seats, share some of the name tags they created.


