
Dynamic Learning Maps English Language Arts 
Initial and Distal Precursors 

3rd Grade 
 

 

This English Language Arts resource provides teachers with enhanced descriptions of the Initial 
and Distal precursors for the most frequently used Essential Elements. 

By providing a clear connection between the IP or DP linkage level and the Target linkage level, 
teachers can better tailor classroom instruction for each student.  Additionally, links to 
instructional information for each Essential Element and familiar texts in ELA, make these handy 
classroom resources. 
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ELA.EE.RL.3.1 
ELA.EE.RL.3.1 Answer who and what questions to demonstrate understanding of details in a text.  
 

Link to Minimap: 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RL.3.1.pdf 
 

Target  |  Can produce responses to questions seeking information on specific characters and what each of 

them did in a narrative by providing details on them. 
 

Proximal Precursor 
Can answer questions posed by 

others asking who and what 
about the key details in a familiar 

narrative. 

Distal Precursor: 
Can recognize when he or she 

encounters familiar people, 
objects, places and events.  

Initial Precursor: 
Can pay attention to either the 

entire object, a characteristics of 
the object, or an action in which 

the object can perform after 
some verbal label has been 

attached to it. 
 

How is the Initial Precursor related to the target? 
Initial Precursor: Learning to respond to questions regarding characters and their actions requires that 
students first understand simple relationships between objects and actions. In the context of reading 
literature, students can learn to attend to objects that are found in books during shared reading and begin to 
make connections between those objects and specific actions. Using DLM Familiar Texts aligned with this 
Essential Element and linkage level, teachers and students can work on this skill while they engage in shared 
reading about common daily routines and interact with objects that are used during those routines (e.g., using 
a brush to brush hair when getting ready for school).  
 

How is the Distal Precursor related to the target? 
Distal Precursor: Learning to respond to questions about details in a story requires students to recognize and 
remember people, objects, places, and events. In the context of reading literature, students can work on 
recognizing and remembering people, objects, places, and events. Using the DLM Familiar Texts aligned with 
this linkage level, teachers and students can work on this skill while engaging in shared reading about common 
settings (e.g., home, school) and the people, objects, and events that are associated with those settings. 

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RL.3.1.pdf
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ELA.EE.RL.3.2 
ELA.EE.RL.3.2 Associate details with events in stories from diverse cultures. 
 

Link to Minimap: 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RL.3.2.pdf 
 

Target  |  Can associate details with events in stories from fables, folktales or diverse cultures. 

 

Proximal Precursor 
The student can represent a 

conceptual connection between a 
detail and an event in a familiar 

text. 

Distal Precursor: 
Can recognize when he or she 

encounters familiar people, 
objects, places, and events. 

Initial Precursor: 
Can correctly look at the scene 
demonstrating a possible event 

and ignore the scene 
demonstrating an impossible 

event based on an understanding 
that objects still exist despite not 

being seen (i.e. object 
permanence). 

 

How is the Initial Precursor related to the target? 
Initial Precursor: Associating details with events in stories requires students to remember events and details 
across multiple pages in a text. At beginning levels, this requires understanding that objects still exist even 
when they are not physically present or cannot be seen. In the context of reading literature, teachers can help 
students develop an understanding that objects still exist when they can no longer be seen using the DLM 
Familiar Texts aligned with this Essential Element and linkage level that feature objects that characters are 
seeking. Students at the Initial Precursor level might look for objects that are hiding or missing while their 
peers associate those objects with events in the story.  
 

How is the Distal Precursor related to the target? 
Distal Precursor: Associating details with events in stories requires students to remember both events and 
details. That begins with recognizing and remembering the people, objects, places, and events they encounter 
each day. In the context of reading literature, teachers can help students work on recognizing when they 
encounter familiar people, objects, places, and events during shared reading. The DLM Familiar Texts aligned 
with this Essential Element and linkage level are about common settings (e.g., home, school) and the people, 
objects, and events that are associated with those settings. Teachers can read these books with students and 
help them associate objects and actions with the text.  

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RL.3.2.pdf
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ELA.EE.RL.3.3 
ELA.EE.RL.3.3 Identify the feelings of characters in a story. 
 

Link to Minimap: 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RL.3.3.pdf 
 

Target  |  Can identify the feelings of specific characters in narratives. 

 

Proximal Precursor 
Student can identify the feelings 

of characters when explicitly 
stated in familiar stories. 

Distal Precursor: 
Student can identify words in a 
familiar text that are associated 

with feelings. 

Initial Precursor: 
The student is able to use or 

identify feeling words related to 
self, such as happy, sad, tired, 

worried, or angry. 
 

How is the Initial Precursor related to the target? 
Initial Precursor: Identifying the feelings of others begins with understanding feelings in oneself. In the context 
of reading literature, teachers can help students identify their own feelings during shared reading of texts that 
highlight the character's feelings. The DLM Familiar Texts aligned with this Essential Element and linkage level 
refer explicitly to character feelings, which gives teachers a chance to help students reflect on their own 
feelings. 
 

How is the Distal Precursor related to the target? 
Distal Precursor: Identifying the feelings of characters in a book requires an understanding of words used to 
describe and label feelings. Teachers can help students begin to recognize when feeling words appear in a text 
using the DLM Familiar Texts aligned with this Essential Element and linkage level during shared reading. The 
familiar texts specifically call out character feelings with everyday words used to describe and label feelings. 

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RL.3.3.pdf
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ELA.EE.RL.3.4 
ELA.EE.RL.3.4 Determine words and phrases that complete literal sentences in a text. 
 

Link to Minimap: 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RL.3.4.pdf 
 

Target  |  Can ascertain which words or phrases fit the meaning of literal sentences in a text and can 

complete those sentences by choosing the best ones. 
 

Proximal Precursor 
Can provide real-life examples of 

words connected to a use 
(describe people who are 

friendly). 

Distal Precursor: 
Can demonstrate understanding 

of the names of objects or people 
who are not immediately present. 

Initial Precursor: 
Can pay attention to either the 
entire object, a characteristic of 
the object, or an action in which 

the object can perform after 
some verbal label has been 

attached to it. 
 

How is the Initial Precursor related to the target? 
Initial Precursor: At the Target level, students working on this Essential Element are associating words with 
other words to complete sentences. At the Initial Precursor level, students associate words with familiar 
objects. In the context of reading literature, the DLM Familiar Texts feature object names and words used to 
describe those objects. The books and objects are from everyday routines that teachers can act out and 
associate with real objects during shared reading. 
 

How is the Distal Precursor related to the target? 
Distal Precursor: At the Target level, students working on this Essential Element are associating words with 
other words to complete sentences. At the Distal Precursor linkage level, students associate words with 
familiar objects and people even when those objects and people are not immediately present. In the context 
of reading literature, the DLM Familiar Texts aligned with this Essential Element and linkage level feature 
common objects and people and give teachers an opportunity to help students associate names with them. 

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RL.3.4.pdf
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ELA.EE.RL.3.5 
ELA.EE.RL.3.5 Determine the beginning, middle, and end of a familiar story with a logical order. 
 

Link to Minimap: 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RL.3.5.pdf 
 

Target  |  Can determine the events that occur at the beginning, middle, and end of a familiar, linear story. 

 

Proximal Precursor 
Can determine the elements (e.g., 
setting, events) that occur at the 
beginning and end of a familiar, 

linear story. 

Distal Precursor: 
Can differentiate between text 
and pictures. Can pair an object 
with a picture, tactile graphic, or 
other symbolic representation of 

the object. 

Initial Precursor: 
Student engages in a behavior 

indicating he or she is attending 
to the text (story, information 

book, alphabet book). May 
display this with gaze, decreased 

movement (i.e., stilling), and 
noise. 

 

How is the Initial Precursor related to the target? 
Initial Precursor: Increasing interest and engagement is a primary goal of shared reading interactions. This 
Initial Precursor node is focused on building this interest and engagement using DLM Familiar Texts and other 
books about topics of interest that feature everyday objects and events.  
 

How is the Distal Precursor related to the target? 
Distal Precursor: As students work toward understanding sequence in stories with a linear structure, they 
must work on associating words with illustrations and/or tactile graphics in stories. The DLM Familiar Texts 
aligned with this Essential Element and linkage level include familiar objects that students can learn to 
associate with spoken labels, photos, and other symbolic representations during shared reading interactions.  

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RL.3.5.pdf
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ELA.EE.RL.3.9 
ELA.EE.RL.3.9 Identify common elements in two stories in a series. 
 

Link to Minimap: 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RL.3.9.pdf 
 

Target  |  Can pick out the story elements, such as characters, settings, and events, across two narratives with 

the same series of books. 
 

Proximal Precursor 
The student can represent a 

conceptual connection between a 
detail and an event in a familiar 

text. 

Distal Precursor: 
Can recognize when he or she 

encounters familiar people, 
objects, places, and events. 

Initial Precursor: 
Can pay attention to either the 
entire object, a characteristic of 
the object, or an action in which 

the object can perform after 
some verbal label has been 

attached to it. 
 

How is the Initial Precursor related to the target? 
Initial Precursor: Identifying the elements in a story requires students to remember those elements. Students 
at the Initial Precursor level are working toward this by paying attention to and remembering objects that are 
associated with familiar texts. The DLM Familiar Texts aligned with this Essential Element and linkage level are 
about common routines that employ everyday objects. During shared reading of these DLM Familiar Texts, 
teachers can help students learn to associate labels and actions with common objects. 
 

How is the Distal Precursor related to the target? 
Distal Precursor: Identifying the elements in a story requires students to remember those elements. That 
begins with recognizing and remembering the people, objects, places, and events they encounter each day. In 
the context of reading literature, teachers can help students work on recognizing when they encounter 
familiar people, objects, places, and events during shared reading. The DLM Familiar Texts aligned with this 
Essential Element and linkage level are about common settings (e.g., home, school) and the people, objects, 
and events associated with those settings. Teachers can read these books with students and help them 
associate objects and actions with the text.  

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RL.3.9.pdf
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ELA.EE.RI.3.1 
ELA.EE.RI.3.1 Answer who and what questions to demonstrate understanding of details in a text. 
 

Link to Minimap: 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RI.3.1.pdf 
 

Target  |  Can answer questions posed by others regarding the concrete details of an informational text. 

 

Proximal Precursor 
Can identify the concrete details, 

such as individuals, events, or 
ideas in familiar informational 

texts. 

Distal Precursor: 
Can recognize when he or she 

encounters familiar people, 
objects, places and events.  

Initial Precursor: 
Can pay attention to either the 

entire object, a characteristics of 
the object, or an action in which 

the object can perform after 
some verbal label has been 

attached to it. 
 

How is the Initial Precursor related to the target? 
Initial Precursor: Learning to respond to questions regarding details in a text requires that students attend to, 
recognize, and eventually answer questions about the characteristics of the objects they encounter each day. 
This might include understanding actions that can be completed with familiar objects (e.g., using a cup to 
drink). In the context of reading an informational text, students can learn to attend to real objects that are 
paired with objects found in books during shared reading. Using the DLM Familiar Texts aligned with this 
Essential Element and linkage level, teachers and students can work on this skill while engaging in shared 
reading about familiar concepts and routines. Teachers can help students associate labels and actions with 
objects they collect to match objects in the books. 
 

How is the Distal Precursor related to the target? 
Distal Precursor: Learning to respond to questions regarding details in a text requires students to recognize 
and remember people, objects, places, and events they encounter every day. In the context of reading an 
informational text, students can work on recognizing and remembering people, objects, places, and events 
that appear in the texts that become familiar over time as a result of repeated reading and interaction.  

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RI.3.1.pdf
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ELA.EE.RI.3.2 
ELA.EE.RI.3.2 Identify details in a text. 
 

Link to Minimap: 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RI.3.2.pdf 
 

Target  |  Can identify the concrete details mentioned in beginner level informational texts. 

 

Proximal Precursor 
Can identify illustrations or tactile 

graphics/objects that reflect 
aspects of a familiar text, such as 
setting, characters, or action if it 

is a story or a person, place, thing, 
or idea if it is an informational 

text. 

Distal Precursor: 
Can pay attention to either the 
entire object, a characteristic of 
the object, or an action in which 

the object can perform after 
some verbal label has been 

attached to it. 

Initial Precursor: 
Can correctly look at the scene 
demonstrating a possible event 

and ignore the scene 
demonstrating an impossible 

event based on an understanding 
that objects still exist despite not 

being seen (i.e. object 
permanence). 

 

How is the Initial Precursor related to the target? 
Initial Precursor: Identifying details in a text requires students to remember the details. At beginning levels, 
this requires understanding that objects still exist even when they are not physically present or cannot be 
seen. In the context of reading literature, teachers can help students develop an understanding that objects 
still exist when they can no longer be seen using the DLM Familiar Texts. The DLM Familiar Texts aligned with 
this Essential Element and linkage level feature familiar objects. During shared reading, teachers can help 
students learn that the objects still exist even when they are not physically present or cannot be seen.  
 

How is the Distal Precursor related to the target? 
Distal Precursor: Identifying details in a text requires students to remember the details. At the Distal Precursor 
linkage level, students can start working on identifying details by identify objects associated with labels and 
actions. During shared reading with DLM Familiar Texts, teachers can take advantage of the familiar routines 
and objects that are used in the stories to help students associate objects with their labels, uses, and other 
characteristics.   

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RI.3.2.pdf
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ELA.EE.RI.3.3 
ELA.EE.RI.3.3 Order two events from a text as "first" and "next". 
 

Link to Minimap: 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RI.3.3.pdf 
 

Target  |  Can identify the order in which two events occur in an informational text. 

 

Proximal Precursor 
Can identify specific events in a 

familiar information text. 

Distal Precursor: 
As a result of experience with a 
routine, the student is able to 

identify actions associated with 
the routine. 

Initial Precursor: 
Can identify the next step or 
event in a sequence from a 

familiar routine. 

 

How is the Initial Precursor related to the target? 
Initial Precursor: Identifying the order of events in an informational text is supported by understanding steps 
in familiar routines and being able to anticipate or identify a next step. At the Initial Precursor linkage level, 
students can work on identifying the next step associated with familiar routines through shared reading of the 
DLM Familiar Texts aligned with this Essential Element and linkage level. These texts feature everyday routines 
with steps that teachers can pair with objects and act out in ways that help students learn what comes next.  
 

How is the Distal Precursor related to the target? 
Distal Precursor: Identifying the order of events in an informational text is supported by remembering actions 
associated with those events. At the Distal Precursor linkage level, students can work on learning to identify 
actions associated with routines through shared reading of the DLM Familiar Texts aligned with this linkage 
level. These texts feature everyday routines with objects and actions teachers can associate with the routines.  

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RI.3.3.pdf
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ELA.EE.RI.3.4 
ELA.EE.RI.3.4 Determine words and phrases that complete literal sentences in a text. 
 

Link to Minimap: 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RI.3.4.pdf 
 

Target  |  Can ascertain which words or phrases fit the meaning of literal sentences in a text and can 

complete those sentences by choosing the best ones. 
 

Proximal Precursor 
Can determine when two words 

have the same, similar, or 
different meanings or whether 

meanings of a single word are the 
same or different. 

Distal Precursor: 
Can demonstrate understanding 

of the names of objects or people 
who are not immediately present. 

Initial Precursor: 
Can pay attention to either the 
entire object, a characteristic of 
the object, or an action in which 

the object can perform after 
some verbal label has been 

attached to it. 
 

How is the Initial Precursor related to the target? 
Initial Precursor: At the Target level, students working on this Essential Element associate words with other 
words to complete sentences. At the Initial Precursor level, students associate words with familiar objects. The 
DLM Familiar Texts aligned with this Essential Element and linkage level feature object names and words used 
to describe those objects. The books and objects feature everyday routines that teachers can act out and 
associate with real objects during shared reading.  
 

How is the Distal Precursor related to the target? 
Distal Precursor: At the Target level, students working on this Essential Element associate words with other 
words to complete sentences. At the Distal Precursor linkage level, students learn to associate names with 
objects and people that are not immediately present. During shared reading of DLM Familiar Texts aligned 
with this linkage level, teachers can use the books about familiar routines to help students learn and 
remember the names of the objects and people in the text, even when they do not appear in the page being 
read. 

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RI.3.4.pdf
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ELA.EE.RI.3.8 
ELA.EE.RI.3.8 Identify two related points the author makes in an informational text. 
 

Link to Minimap: 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RI.3.8.pdf 
 

Target  |  Can find two points made by an author of an informational text that relate to each other. 

 

Proximal Precursor 
Can identify the relationship 

between multiple concrete facts 
or details in a literature or 

informational text. 

Distal Precursor: 
Can demonstrate an 

understanding that objects differ 
in the physical characteristics and 
can make judgments of similarity 

or difference based on the 
physical characteristics of objects. 

Initial Precursor: 
When attending, react to a 

change to an object or situation. 

 

How is the Initial Precursor related to the target? 
Initial Precursor: Understanding how points relate to each other begins with recognizing when new 
information is presented. At the Initial Precursor linkage level, students work on recognizing when new objects 
and actions appear in a text. The DLM Familiar Texts aligned with this linkage level feature familiar routines. 
During shared reading of these texts, teachers can use real objects to act out the routine and help students 
notice when a new object or action appears.  
 

How is the Distal Precursor related to the target? 
Distal Precursor: Understanding how points relate to each other involves recognizing the characteristics or 
features of those points. Students at the Distal Precursor linkage level can work toward these understandings 
by learning to associate words that describe the physical characteristics or attributes of an object with the 
object itself. In the context of reading informational texts, teachers can work on this with the DLM Familiar 
Texts that have been written about familiar objects in familiar routines that students can learn to associate 
with words that describe them. 

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RI.3.8.pdf
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ELA.EE.RI.3.9 
ELA.EE.RI.3.9 Identify similarities between two texts on the same topic. 
 

Link to Minimap: 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RI.3.9.pdf 
 

Target  |  Can determine how various informational texts on the same topic are similar in what is presented 

on the topic. 
 

Proximal Precursor 
Can identify the concrete details, 

such as individuals, events, or 
ideas in familiar informational 

texts. 

Distal Precursor: 
Can recognize when he or she 

encounters familiar people, 
objects, places, and events. 

Initial Precursor: 
Can pay attention to either the 
entire object, a characteristic of 
the object, or an action in which 

the object can perform after 
some verbal label has been 

attached to it. 
 

How is the Initial Precursor related to the target? 
Initial Precursor: Identifying how two texts are similar requires remembering each text and the information 
associated with each. Students working at the Initial Precursor link level work toward this by paying attention 
to and remembering objects that are associated with familiar texts. The DLM Familiar Texts aligned with this 
Essential Element and linkage level are about common routines that employ everyday objects. During shared 
reading of these DLM Familiar Texts, teachers can help students learn to associate labels and actions with 
common objects used during the routines. 
 

How is the Distal Precursor related to the target? 
Distal Precursor: Identifying how two texts are similar requires remembering each text and the information 
associated with each. That begins with recognizing and remembering the people, objects, places, and events 
students encounter each day. The DLM Familiar Texts aligned with this Essential Element and linkage level are 
about common settings (e.g., home, school) and the people, objects, and events associated with them. During 
shared reading of these texts, teachers can help students learn to recognize the familiar people, objects, and 
events associated with the routines.  

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.RI.3.9.pdf
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ELA.EE.L.3.5.a 
ELA.EE.L.3.5.a Determine the literal meaning of words and phrases in context. 
 

Link to Minimap: 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.L.3.5.a.pdf 
 

Target  |  Can determine the literal meaning of words and phrases using the context in which they are 

located. 
 

Proximal Precursor 
Can determine when two words 

have the same, similar, or 
different meanings or whether 

meanings of a single word are the 
same or different. 

Distal Precursor: 
Can recognize when he or she 

encounters familiar people, 
objects, places, and events. 

Initial Precursor: 
Can pay attention to either the 
entire object, a characteristic of 
the object, or an action in which 

the object can perform after 
some verbal label has been 

attached to it. 
 

How is the Initial Precursor related to the target? 
Initial Precursor: Learning the meaning of new words begins as students learn the names of objects and 
actions that are part of their everyday routines. Students working at the Initial Precursor linkage level can 
work on identifying the labels associated with objects and actions during shared reading. The DLM Familiar 
Texts aligned with this Essential Element and linkage level are about familiar routines and call out objects that 
teachers can help students learn to associate with labels and other descriptions.  
 

How is the Distal Precursor related to the target? 
Distal Precursor: Learning the meaning of new words begins as students learn when they encounter familiar 
and ultimately unfamiliar words, people, objects, places and events. Teachers can help students recognize 
when they encounter familiar people, objects, places, and events during shared reading. The DLM Familiar 
Texts at this linkage level feature common routines that include familiar people, objects, places and/or events. 

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.L.3.5.a.pdf
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ELA.EE.L.3.5.c 
ELA.EE.L.3.5.c Identify words that describe personal emotional states. 
 

Link to Minimap: 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.L.3.5.c.pdf 
 

Target  |  Student can identify feeling words to describe himself or herself. 

 

Proximal Precursor 
Student exhibits an understanding 

of feeling words. 

Distal Precursor: 
Student exhibits an understanding 

of basic feeling words, including 
happy, sad, mad. 

Initial Precursor: 
The student is able to identify 

feeling words related to self, such 
as happy, sad, tired, worried, or 

angry. 
 

How is the Initial Precursor related to the target? 
Initial Precursor: Identifying the feelings of others begins with understanding feelings in oneself. In the context 
of shared reading, teachers can use the DLM Familiar Texts aligned with this Essential Element and linkage 
level to help students begin to identify common feelings and how they relate to their own experiences.  
 

How is the Distal Precursor related to the target? 
Distal Precursor: Identifying the feelings of others requires understanding of the words used to label feelings. 
Students at the Distal Precursor linkage level learn to identify these words. The DLM Familiar Texts aligned 
with this Essential Element and linkage level use common feelings words and can be used during shared 
reading to help students associate these words with common feeling states.  

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.L.3.5.c.pdf
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ELA.EE.W.3.2.a 
ELA.EE.W.3.2.a. Select a topic and write about it including one fact or detail. 
 

Link to Minimap: 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.W.3.2.a.pdf 
 

Target  |  Can write about a specific topic using facts and details to describe the topic.  

 

Proximal Precursor 
Student can select a familiar topic 
to share about (may be from a set 
of options) and can use drawing, 

dictating or writing to share about 
it. 

Distal Precursor: 
Given a choice of two objects, 

uses eye-gaze, physical 
movement, gesture or 

vocalization to indicate choice. 

Initial Precursor: 
 

Turns own body, head, or 
otherwise directs own attention 

to objects or people. 

 

How is the Initial Precursor related to the target? 
Initial Precursor: Writing about a specific topic using facts and details requires students to be able to attend to 
topics long enough to learn information about them. In the context of emergent writing, students at the Initial 
Precursor level can work toward writing about topics by attending to objects or people that are presented as 
choices. While it may be unclear to the adult if the student is actually making an intentional choice, over time 
it is clear that the student is able to attend. 
 

How is the Distal Precursor related to the target? 
Distal Precursor: Selecting and writing about a topic requires students to successfully communicate a choice of 
topics. In the context of emergent writing, students at the Distal Precursor level work on clearly 
communicating a choice between two familiar, preferred objects as a topic for writing. The key is to practice 
communicating a choice before writing about the choice rather than communicating a choice during an 
activity unrelated to writing. 

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.W.3.2.a.pdf
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ELA.EE.W.3.4 
ELA.EE.W.3.4 With guidance  
and support, produce writing  
that expresses more than one idea. 
 

Link to Minimap: 
http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.W.3.4.pdf 
 

Target  |  Writes more than one idea about a topic. 

 

Proximal Precursor 
Can use two words together 

when producing a written text.  

Distal Precursor: 
Sustains own attention to objects, 
pictures or multimedia for more 

than a fleeting moment.  

Initial Precursor: 
 

Turns own body, head, or 
otherwise directs own attention 

to objects or people. 
 

How is the Initial Precursor related to the target? 
Initial Precursor: Writing about a specific topic using facts and details requires students to be able to attend to 
topics long enough to learn information about them. In the context of emergent writing, students working at 
the Initial Precursor level work toward writing about topics by attending to objects or people that are 
presented as choices. While it may be unclear to the adult if the student is actually making an intentional 
choice, over time it is clear that the student is able to attend.  
 

How is the Distal Precursor related to the target? 
Distal Precursor: Writing multiple ideas about a topic requires students to pay attention to the topic long 
enough to learn about it. In the context of emergent writing, students can work on sustaining attention to 
objects, pictures, or multimedia that teachers introduce, talk about, and offer them as potential topics for 
writing. Teachers might start with familiar, favored objects, pictures, or multimedia and introduce new options 
over time as they work to help students sustain their attention to options before making a choice for writing.   
 

http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ELA_EEs/ELA.EE.W.3.4.pdf
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