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The merchant of Venice 
Chapter five 

Answer the following questions: -1 

1. Who did Portia and Nerissa pretend to be? 
    Portia pretended to be the lawyer- Dr Balthasar- and Nerissa pretended to be the lawyer's clerk. 

2. What did Portia ask Shylock to do? 

          To show mercy to Antonio. 

3. What did Bassanio offer Shylock? 

          To pay him 6000 or 9000 gold coins in place of Antonio's flesh. 

4. Why didn't Shylock show mercy to Antonio? 
             Because Shylock hated Antonio and wanted to hurt him. 

5. What was Shylock's opinion  رأي about the lawyer ( Portia )? 
          That he was a wise young lawyer.   

6. Why did Portia ask Shylock for a doctor? 
          To stop the blood after Shylock had cut the pound of Antonio's flesh. 

7. Why was Portia surprised when Bassanio spoke to Antonio? 
          Because Bassanio was ready to give her away if that could save Antonio. 

8. Why was Nerissa surprised when Gratiano spoke to Antonio? 
          Because Gratiano wished his wife to be dead if that could save Antonio. 

9. How was Portia a wise and clever lawyer? 
          Because she didn't want to break the law 

10. What would happen if Shylock broke the agreement? 
          He would lose everything he owned. 

11.  Why did Shylock agree finally to take the 9000 gold coins? 
          Because he was afraid if he cut Antonio's flesh, he would bleed and break the 

          agreement and he could lose everything he owned. 

2)Read the following quotations then answer the question: 

1- " What you ask from Antonio – a pound of his flesh – is strange. But the laws of   
         Venice cannot stop you from taking it." 

     a)- Who said these words and to whom ? 

           Dr. Balthasar ( Portia ) to Shylock. 

      b) What did Portia ask the moneylender to do? 
         To show mercy to Antonio. 

     c) Did the moneylender agree to Portia's request? 
         No, because he hated him and wanted to hurt him. 

2- " So I won't have doctors here if our agreement doesn't speak of it." 
      a)- Who said these words and to whom ? 
            Shylock to Dr. Balthasar ( Portia ).  

        b)- Why did Portia ask Shylock to bring a doctor?      
           To stop the blood after cutting the flesh. 

          c)- Why didn't the speaker want to show mercy to Antonio? 
      Because he hated Antonio and wanted to hurt him. 
3- " I'm glad that you've been my best friend. When I die, you can forget the money that  
       you owe me." 
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     a)- Who said these words and to whom ?    
             Antonio to Bassanio. 

       b)- Why did the speaker lend money to his friend? 
            To be able to marry Portia. 
       c)- How did the speaker's friend try to save him? 
             He offered to pay Shylock 9000 gold coins. 

4- " I'm married to a wife that I love more than anything, but I would give her and 
       everything that I have for you to live, my friend ." 
       a)- Who said these words and to whom ?    
           Bassanio to Antonio and all people in the court. 

       b)- Why did the speaker say these words?   
          Because he was very sorry for Antonio and didn't know how to save him. 
       c)- How did Portia feel when she heard the speaker's words? 
          She was surprised. 

5- " This is the law. You asked for the law before and so you will have it now, maybe more 
than you wanted." 
       a)- Who said these words and to whom ? 
       Dr. Balthasar ( Portia ) to Shylock.     

       b)- How could Portia save Antonio's life?    
           When she told shylock that he would risk all he had if he took any blood from 

           Antonio's flesh.        
       c)- Why did Shylock agree to take the money? 

      Because he couldn't take his pound of flesh. 

6- " Then I'll take 9000 gold coins from this young man in place of the pound of flesh." 
       a)- Who said these words and to whom ? 
           Shylock to Dr. Balthasar.  

       b)- Why did the speaker agree to take the money instead of Antonio's pound of flesh? 
           Because he didn't want to lose all he owned and he couldn't take Antonio's flesh. 

       c)- How was Dr. Balthasar a wise lawyer? 
          Because he didn't break the law. 

Complete the following sentences: -3) 

1- ……………….. pretended to be Dr. Balthasar, the young lawyer.  ( Portia ) 

2- ………………… pretended to be the lawyer's clerk. ( Nerissa ) 

3- Dr. Balthasar thought that the money lender and the merchant had a strange 

…………………   ( agreement ) 
4- Portia asked …………… to show Antonio some mercy.   ( Shylock )  

5- At the trial, the young lawyer didn't want to break …………………  ( the law ) 

6- Shylock thought that Dr. Balthasar was a ………………………. ( clever young lawyer ) 
7- The lawyer asked to cut …………… from Antonio's flesh.   (a pound of flesh ) 

8- Shylock took a long knife and put it to Antonio's …………….. (chest) 

9- The bond didn't say that Shylock could take any of Antonio's ………… (blood ) 

10- If Antonio……………any blood ,shylock would break the agreement. ( lost ) 

11- If shylock broke the agreement , he would have to give all his money to the ………….of 

Venice.  ( government ) 
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Chapter 6 

Answer the following questions: -1 

1- What did Portia tell Bassano when he was ready to give shylock the 9000 gold coins? 
   She refused and said that Shylock had to leave the court with his pound of flesh or 

    nothing. 
2- What must shylock do when he cuts Antonio's chest? 
    He must be careful not to lose any blood. 

3-What did the law of Venice include concerning anyone who to the take the life of  
   a Venetian man? 
    The laws say that half of that man's money would go the government of Venice and the 

    other half would go to the Venetian man. 
4- What was the duke's punishment for shylock? 
    Half of his money should go to Antonio   and the other half to the government of 

     Venice. 

5- How did Antonio's show mercy to the moneylender? 
    He refused to take half of Shylock's money. 

6- What did shylock have to agree to the end so as not to die? 
    To give half of his money to the government of Venice and promised to give Jessica 

    his money after his death. 

7- What did Dr.Balthasar ask both Antonio and Bassano to give him after the end of the 
      trial? 

    He asked Antonio for his gloves and asked Bassanio for his ring.  

8- Did Bassanio agree to give his wedding ring to Dr. Balthasar ? Why? 
   Yes, because the ring was the only thing that Dr. Balthasar asked for.    

9- What did Bassanio offer to buy Dr. Balthasar instead of his wedding ring? 
    He offrede to buy him the most expensive ring in Venice. 

10- Did Portia accept Bassanio's invitation for dinner? Why? 
    No, because she said that they had to leave for Padua that night. 

11- What did Nerissa ask Gratiano for? 
    She asked him for his ring. 

12- What was Nerissa's reason for taking the ring? 
    She said it was a hard work writing all those papers for Shylock to sign in no time. 

     

2) read the following quotations then  answer the question 

1-"cant I just take my 3000 gold coins and forget the agreement?" 
     a)- Who said these words and to whom ?    
          Shylock to Dr Balthasar ( Portia ). 

     b) Did Portia agree to shylocks request? Why? 
         Because Shylock refused to take the money at first and planned to kill Antonio. 

     c) What must shylock do when he cuts Antonio's chest? 
         He should be careful not to lose any blood. 

2- " From what I have seen, you have planned to take Antonio's life. "  
     a) Who said these words and to whom? 
         Dr Balthasar ( Portia ) to Sylock. 
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     b) What did shylock have to agree to at the end so as not to lose his life? 
            To give half of his money to the government of Venice and promised to give 

           Jessica his money after his death. 

    c) What did shylock ask the duke for? 
        He asked for mercy. 

3- " If I have nothing to live on , then I prefer to die ." 
      a ) Who said these words and to whom? 
         Shylock to Dr.Balthasar. 

       b) How was the speaker punished? 
    give half of his money to the government of Venice and promised to give Jessica 

     his money after his death  

       c) How did Antonio show mercy to shylock?    
    He refused to take half of Shylock's money. 

4- " I'll buy you the most expensive ring in Venice and give that to you instead if you want." 
      a) Who said these words and to whom?    
     Bassanio to Dr. Balthasar ( Portia ). 
      b)- Did the lawyer accept the speaker's offer? 
      No, he didn't. 

      c)- What did the lawyer want from the speaker? 
       He wanted to take his ring as a reward for helping Antonio in the trial. 

5- " That young lawyer is right. He deserves the ring. He saved my life, didn't he? " 
a) Who said these words and to whom? 

      Antonio to Bassanio. 

      b)- How did the lawyer save the speaker's life? 
      The lawyer prevented (stopped ) Shylock from taking the pound of flesh from Antonio. 

       c)- Why did Bassanio refuse to give his ring to the lawyer at first? 
      Because it was a gift from his wife and he promised not ever to give it away. 

6- "I have done a lot of work for your friend, preparing this agreement for Shylock to  
       sign in no time at all. It was a lot of writing." 
      a) Who said these words and to whom? 
     The lawyer's clerk ( Nerissa ) to Gratiano.  

      b)- What did the speaker ask for? 
      She asked for Gratiano's ring. 

      c)- Did Gratiano agree to give the speaker what he was asked for? 
      Yes, he did. 

Complete the following sentences: -3 

1- Doctor Balthasar proved that shylock planned to take the life of …… ( Antonio ) 

2- Shylock had to give half of his money to …………….. and the other half to……… ( the 

government of Venice / Antonio ) 

3- Antonio showed ………to shylock and said that he didn’t want his half of all that shylock 

had. ( mercy ) 

4- The moneylender signed an agreement that said he would 

give…………….and……………..all his money when he died. ( Jessica / Lorenzo )  
5- After helping Antonio, Portia didn’t want money and wanted Bassano's 

……………instead. ( ring ) 
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6-Dr. Balthasar asked Antonio for his …………………….. ( gloves ) 

7-Dr. Balthasar asked Bassanio for his ……………………. ( ring ) 

8-Bassanio said that his ring was cheap and he could buy Dr. Balthasar ………………….. ( 

the most expensive ring in Venice ). 

9-Antonio and Bassanio invited………….( Dr. Balthasar ) and …………… ( his clerk ) to 

celebrate with them. 

10-………………………. Did a lot of work as he prepared the agreement for Shylock to sign.  

( The clerk /   Nerissa )  

11-…………….. and ……………….. took off the men's clothes in the coach and put on their 

women's clothes. (   Portia and Nerissa )          

12-When Portia and Nerissa went back home, …………….. and ……………. Were waiting for 

them at Portia's house.  ( Jessica and Lorenzo ) 

 

 

Chapter 7 

Answer the following questions: -1 

1- Why was Portia and Nerissa angry with their husbands? 
    Because they gave away their rings. 

2- When did Portia and Nerissa give their husbands the rings? 
    On their wedding nights. 

3- Why did Bassanio give Dr. Balthasar his wedding ring? 
    Because it was the only thing that the lawyer asked for. 

4- Why did Gratiano give the lawyer's clerk his ring? 
    He had to do it to show him how grateful he was for saving Antonio's life. 

5- Why was Portia and Nerissa angry with their  husbands? 
 
6- Why did Bassanio and Gratiano feel jealous? 

 
7-How did Antonio become a rich merchant once again? 

 
8-What was Shylock's promise?  

 

2)Read the following quotations then answer the question: 

1- " And why did you give my ring away? Had you forgotten what I told you about? If you 
       lose this ring, our love will end." 
       a-  Who said these words and to whom? 
          Portia to Bassanio 

        b- How did the speaker's husband lose his ring?  
 Bassanio felt grateful to Dr.Balthasar for Saving his best friend's life ( Antonio ) so he 

gave him this ring as a present.   
        c- What did the speaker ask her husband to do? To bring back the ring.  

2- "But I gave your ring to the young lawyer from Padua because I wanted to say " thank 
        you " to him for saving Antonio's life in the trial with Shylock." 

a-  Who said these words and to whom? Bassanio to Portia 

b- who was the young lawyer? The young lawyer ( Dr. Balthasar ) was Portia.  
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      c- Why did Bassanio give the ring to Dr. Balthasar?  

               Because Bassanio felt grateful to Dr.Balthasar for saving his best friend's life 

               ( Antonio ) in the trial , so Bassanio gave Dr.Balthasar the ring as a present.   

4- " I promise that I'll never break another promise that I make to you again." 
       a-  Who said these words and to whom? 

       b- How did the speaker break his promise? 

      c- What did the speaker give to the lawyer? 

5- " I like this new agreement between my husband and me and I'm glad that you 
       guarantee it, too." 
       a-  Who said these words and to whom? 

       b- what was the new agreement between the speaker and her husband? 

       c- why was the speaker angry with her husband? 

6- " But this is your ring- the one that I gave to the doctor. " 
        a-  Who said these words and to whom? 

        b- How did the speaker feel when he saw his old ring again? 

        c- How did Portia get the ring? 

 

Complete the following sentences: -3 

1-  ………………… gave his ring to the lawyer.   ( Bassanio ) 

2-  ………………… gave his ring to the lawyer's clerk. ( Gratiano ) 

3- Portia and Nerissa were angry with their husbands for ……………… ( giving away 

their wedding rings ) 

4- Bassanio told Portia that he was telling the ………………….. ( truth ) 

5- Dr. Balthasar saved Antonio's life in the trial with …………………….. ( Shylock ) 

6- …………………….. guaranteed the new agreement between Portia and Bassanio.  ( 

Antonio ) 

7- Bassanio and Gratiano felt …………………. When they saw their old rings. ( 

surprised ) 

8- Three of …………………….. arrived back to Venice safely.  ( Antonio's ships ) 

9- Portia and Nerissa were……………………wives.  ( clever ) 

10- Bassanio was ……………………… to his wife .(faithful) 

 


