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The annual trek to Washington 
D.C. for the NAB State 
Leadership Conference, held 
February 24-26 at the J.W. 
Marriott Hotel, was attended by 
the NBA delegation. Pictured L-
R with Congressman Jeff 
Fortenberry are: Vice-Chair, 
Taylor Walet,  Clear Channel-
Omaha; Charlie Effinger, Gray 
Television, Omaha; 

Congressman Fortenberry; NBA President/Executive Director, Marty 
Riemenschneider; Chair-Elect Jason Effinger, Gray Television, Omaha; and 
Chairman and LLC Chair, Craig Eckert, Platte River Radio, Kearney-Hastings. 
 
Prior to the State Leadership Conference, Riemenschneider attended the Annual 
Winter Meeting of the National Alliance of State Broadcasters Associations at the 
National Press Club next door to the hotel. 
 
The NASBA meeting included an update from Alan Suskey from Capitol Insights 
regarding a possible new national NCSA/PEP program from Brand USA. 
 
Jeff Smulyan, Chairman of the Board and President and CEO of Emmis 
Communications reported on Next Radio, the company that developed the ability 
for FM radio to be broadcast on smart phones and talked about the initial success 
of the project in partnership with Sprint and the bright future for this application.   
He mentioned that more FM stations should take advantage of the program as it 
presents a real opportunity for broadcasters.  Next Radio is now available in 10-
12 different smart phones, and is available for 7,000 radio stations.  Of the top 75 
radio groups, 72 are participating in Next Radio.   Smulyan estimates that there 
are now 175,000 active listeners. 
 
A panel from the NAB, including Chris Ornelas, Dennis Wharton, Kelly Cole, 
Jane Mago, Marcelleus Alexander, Sue Keenom and Heather Birks briefed 
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Washington, DC (continued) 

the state association executive directors on the key issues facing broadcasters on the Hill as well as 
pending actions from the FCC. 
 
The afternoon session consisted of an EAS forum, chaired by Suzanne Goucher,  President of the Maine 
Association of Broadcasters, which was also attended by Nebraska SECC Chairman Jim Skinner,  KPTM/
KXVO, Omaha. 
 
Panelists included representatives from the FCC, FEMA, and NOAA.   The forum included an overview of 
the Emergency Alert system, the benefit of EAS, Common Alerting Protocol and more. 
 
The 2014 State Leadership Conference kicked off in full swing on Tuesday, with opening remarks from 
NAB joint board chair Charles M. Warfield, Jr., and a State of the Broadcasting Industry from The 
Honorable Gordon H. Smith, president and chief executive officer, NAB. 
 
An interesting and enjoyable panel and video production featuring many NAB senior staffers was hosted 
by Scott Goodwin,  NAB associate general counsel of Legal and Regulatory Affairs. 
 
This was followed by the NAB Government Relations and Legal Briefing group including Kelly Cole, 
executive vice-president of Government Relations; Rick Kaplan,  executive vice president, Strategic 
Planning; Jane Mago, executive vice president and general counsel, Legal and Regulatory Affairs.   The 
panel moderator was NAB COO, Chris Ornelas.   
 
Also addressing the State Leadership that morning was The Honorable Amy Klobuchar (MN), U.S. 
Senate. 
 
Michelle Vetterkind,  president of NASBA and president of the Wisconsin Broadcasters Association also 
addressed the conference. 
 
FCC Commissioner The Honorable Mignon Clyburn, also appeared at the conference and pushed the 
need for more diversity in broadcasting. 
 
U.S. House of Representative Bob Goodlatte (VA) also made remarks at the conference. 
 
Following the day’s activities, Craig Eckert and Marty Riemenschneider attended a NASBA event 
honoring Congressman  Greg Walden, Second congressional District of Oregon and Chairman of the 
National Republican Congressional Committee, House energy & Commerce Committee subcommittee on 
Communications and Technology, who is also a former radio station owner. 
 
On early Wednesday, with snow starting to come down, the NBA delegation made its way to the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building for the annual Nebraska Breakfast, which was attended by some 50 Nebraskans 
from across the state.   We were joined on our trip to the Hill by Charlie Effinger,  Senior Vice-president 
of Gray Television, Omaha. 
 
The National Association of Broadcasters provided the delegation with issue papers and talking points to 
oppose reforms to the tax treatment of advertising costs, to again oppose a Performance Tax on Local 
Radio Broadcasters, to advocate strong congressional oversight regarding the Spectrum Auction and to 
push for a “clean” re-authorization for Re-transmission Consent (STELA). 
 

continued on next page 
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Generally, during the Hill visits, the delegation thanked 
Senators Johanns and Fischer for their support letters 
for the Spectrum auction regarding TV Translators and 
also thanked  Congressmen Fortenberry, Smith and 
Terry for their co-sponsorship of H Con Res 16, known 
as the Performance Tax (now up to 205 co-signers). 
The delegation met with Senator Fischer and her 
Legislative Aide Josh Lynch, but the conversation dealt 

primarily with retrans consent and the Senator’s ongoing concern about DMA configuration and the lack 
of TV coverage in some parts of the state.   Jason Effinger made several points about the television 
ownership changes and the increased coverage for viewers, particularly in central and western 
Nebraska. 
The meeting with Senator Mike Johanns (pictured left) followed, which was also attended by his Chief 
of Staff,  Terri Moore and their legislative aide.   Again, the delegation discussed Re-Transmission 
consent and their desire for a clean bill.   As this was the last time the delegation would be meeting with 
the Senator, the group expressed their gratitude for his support of broadcasters over the years. 
 
Braving the cold and the snow, the delegation then made their way to the House side of the Hill and a 
meeting with Congressman Fortenberry’s  deputy chief of staff and his communications director.  The 
delegation was escorted to a hallway near a hearing room where they briefly met with the Congressman. 
 
The next meeting was with Congressman Lee Terry 
and his legislative aide, Graham Dufault.  The 
delegation dealt almost exclusively with re-
transmission consent and implored the Congressman to 
work to pass a “clean” bill. 
 
The final meeting of the day was with Congressman 
Adrian Smith.  As in prior meetings, the congressman 
is interested in trying to provide more local television 
coverage in the third district.   Both Charlie Effinger 
and Jason Effinger informed the Congressman about 
increasing local coverage in the North Platte area as well as in the Scottsbluff market. 
 

As usual, it was a whirlwind trip to Washington, but the 

delegation was focused and effectively addressed the 

issues at hand.  The NBA board and its officers remain 

committed to working with the Nebraska delegation to 

further defend and articulate the concerns of 

broadcasters across the state. 

Washington, DC (continued) 

NBA Delegation with Congressman Lee Terry 

Congressman Adrian Smith with the NBA Delegation 
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Eric Brown Picks Up Two More Awards! 

Retired Nebraska Rural Radio Foundation General Manager,  Eric 
Brown was honored twice in the past few months  adding more 
hardware to his trophy case. 
 
In January, Eric and his father, Max Brown were inducted into 
the Nebraska Business Hall of Fame during the Nebraska 
Chamber’s Annual Meeting banquet held at the Cornhusker 
Marriott.  Established in 1992 by the Nebraska Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, the Chamber and the University of 
Nebraska ‘s College of Business Administration, the Business Hall 
of Fame recognizes some of the state’s most important business 
leaders and their contributions to the free enterprise system.   
Candidates are nominated by individuals from the business 
community, business associations and academia. 

 
Max Brown was a pioneer in broadcast journalism who founded a network of radio stations serving Nebraska 
agriculture.   Max played a key role in forming the Nebraska Rural Radio Association, which put KRVN on the 
air in 1951.  The Rural Radio Network subsequently grew to six stations.   Max served as executive secretary 
of the association and general manager of the stations until his retirement in 1979. 
 
Eric Brown began his broadcasting career in 1962 as a part-time DJ at KRVN while a junior in Lexington High 
School.  He graduated from the University of Nebraska’s College of Journalism, and the University of Missouri 
and then taught at South Dakota State University.  In 1979 he moved back to Lexington and rejoined the 
stations as general manager when Max retired.  KNEB AM/FM, Scottsbluff was purchased by the by the 
Association and added KTIC AM/KWPN FM , West Point in 1996. 
 
Eric retired in 2012 as General Manager, but remains active with their foundation.  Max and Eric are one of 
two father-son inductees who have been inducted into the NBA Hall of  Fame, Max in 1982 and Eric in 2006.  
They are also the first broadcasters to be inducted into the Nebraska Business Hall of Fame. 
 
If that weren’t enough, Eric was also presented with the Distinguished 
NEBRASKAlander Award presented by the NEBRASKAland Foundation at is 
annual Statehood Day Dinner held in the Nebraska State Capitol on March 1, 
2014.  It is at this event that the Foundation recognizes Nebraskans who have 
distinguished themselves and the state.   According to the One Hundred Third 
Legislature Second Session Resolution 445, Brown is known for his leadership in 
business, civic, and professional organizations including those associated with 
the University of Nebraska.  Eric was recognized for his service to farm families 
and agribusiness throughout his long radio career. 
 
He is still active in Nebraska, serving on several boards and is Vice Chair of the 

Nebraska Sesquicentennial Committee.   

L-R:  Nebraska Rural Radio Association General 

Manager, Craig Larson (KNEB AM/FM, 

Scottsbluff); KRVN AM/FM, Lexington Station 

Manager, Tim Marshall; Stacey Biehl-Owens, 

KRVN Sales Manager; KTIC AM/FM, West Point 

Station Manager Dwight Lane; NBA President/

Executive Director Marty Riemenschneider 

Gov. Heineman presents Ne-

braskalander award to Eric Brown 
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Pull Back the Curtain by Jeffrey Hedquist  

If a radio commercial is theatre, why do our listeners only hear from our clients 
what happens “on stage” – in front of the curtain?  It’s time to invite the audience 
“backstage” to experience what creates the reasons behind the sales, events, 
discounts, promotions, free consultations, giveaways, bonuses and services. 
 
Give the audience the privilege of eavesdropping behind the scenes. There’s a 
reason why “the making of…” episodes are so popular. 
 

Some of the most productive questions we can ask our client are:  What’s the worst, best, most 
unexpected thing that’s ever happened in your business?  What do you wish every listener knew about 
you but doesn’t? 
 
Because these are the things clients don’t share with their existing or potential customers.  Sometimes 
sharing the most revealing answers can make the advertisers more “real” to your audience. 
 
How do you do what you do? (Can be a powerful differentiator) 
 
What happened to get the business here? (Can be an emotional story) 
 
Was it a hobby that grew into a business? (Can demonstrate the passion the owners have for what they 
do) 
 
Was there a watershed moment in your life that led to starting the business? (Maybe they were angry, 
upset or disappointed that a service wasn’t being provided and they decided to provide it) 
 
Did you make a mistake or an accidental discovery and invent a product, service or method of serving 
customers that was unique?  Did you apply a technique gleaned from another business, like home 
delivery of food applied to the office supply business, or ER patient evaluation techniques to auto repair? 
 
Pull back the curtain and let the audience in on what goes on behind the scenes.  Do it with an 
announcer description, employee or owner interviews, or behind the scenes recordings of your client’s 
employees helping customers. 
 
It’s a way to show the passion commitment, dedication or reasons for your client’s success…all reasons 
for prospects to go there.  It’s a connection unique to them that can help differentiate your client from 
the competition. 
 
To get your very own free copy of “Hedquist’s List of 244 Cliches,” email me jeffrey@hedquist.com and I’ll send 
them. Guaranteed to reduce commercial effectiveness. 

© 1997–2014 Hedquist Productions, Inc.   All rights reserved. 

April 5-10   NAB Show, Las Vegas, NV 
August  13-14   80th Annual NBA Convention, Cornhusker Marriott Hotel, Lincoln, NE 
September 10-12   NAB Radio Show,  Indianapolis, IN 

NBA Calendar for 2014! 
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Northwest of Omaha, Steve and Sue Seline buy three stations from R & R 
Broadcasting, and the territory is certainly familiar to Steve Seline. He’s the 
former head of Waitt Media, based in the large nearby city that was the launching 
pad for the Waitt family and their Gateway Computers. Omaha native Steve Seline 
is the current chairman of the board of the Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce, 
and he’s also the president of Walnut Private Equity Partners. The Selines are doing 
business as Walnut Radio LLC, and here are the stations they’ll soon begin LMAing 
– country KBLR Blair, a C3 a 97.3. AC “Mix” KFMT Fremont, a Class A at 105.5. And 
Fremont-licensed news/talk KHUB, with 500 watts daytime/250 watts nighttime at 
1340. Seller Rick Siebert of R & R Broadcasting retains his interest in stations in 
Beatrice and Fairbury, Nebraska. Broker – Dick Chapin, working for both buyer and 

seller.  (article courtesy of Tom Taylor)Selling price for the three properties is $1.25 million. 

Former Waitt Media Head is Buying Fremont and Blair Radio from R & R 
Broadcasting 

Iowa-  Primary-  June 3, 2014    (LUC starts 4/20/14) 
Nebraska- Primary- May 13, 2014 (LUC starts 3/29/14) 
General Election-  November 4, 2014 (LUC starts 9/6/14) 

2014 Nebraska and Iowa Election Dates 

Former Nebraskan Promoted at Journal Broadcasting 

J. Pat Miller has been Journal Broadcast Group’s Radio Promotions Director in 
Milwaukee since 2011, and now earns the position of Director of Marketing and 
Innovation for both news/talk WTMJ (620) and sister variety hits “Lake 94.5” 
WLWK. He’ll handle not only the promotion chores, but also “design and implement 
new brand programs” for Journal’s flagship stations. Before Miller came to 
Milwaukee in 2008 to do the Lake (the former hot AC WKTI), he programmed 
Journal’s hot AC “Star 104.5” KSRZ in Omaha. Before that, he was the ops manager 
for Triad in Lincoln. Tom Langmyer is Journal’s VP/GM for Milwaukee Radio 
Operations and also its VP/NewsTalk. 

Nau Named Market Manager of NRG’s Tri-Cities Cluster 

Veteran broadcaster Dallas Nau has been named Market Manager of the five-station group of KQKY-FM, 
KRNY-FM, KROR-FM, KSYZ-FM, and KGFW-AM for NRG Media in the Tri-Cities, Nebraska metro area of 
Kearney, Grand Island and Hastings. 
 
Nau spent the past decade at NTV in Nebraska serving in multiple capacities, most recently as the company’s 
General Sales Manager for KHGI-TV (ABC) and KFXL-TV (FOX) for the past five years. Prior to that, he served 
as Local Sales Manager from 2007-2009, and as a Senior Regional Account Executive at the two stations from 
2006-2007. He worked in sales at KLKN-TV in Lincoln, NE and at KMTV in Omaha in the early to mid-2000’s. 
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Motivated broadcasters faced down two proposals detrimental to our industry, namely the FCC 
Critical Information Needs (CIN) study as well as amendments to the Satellite Television 
Extension and Localism Act (STELA), which we hope, and it looks like it will be reauthorized 
cleanly by Congress. 
 
These are but two but there are more known and (many more) as yet unknown challenges to 
FCC licensed broadcasters in our future. 
 

Check the nuance of the wording in one of the accounts: 
"...The Federal Communications Commission, under intense fire this week for proposing to install government agents 
in radio, television and even newspaper newsrooms to look at how editorial decisions are made, abruptly backed 
away from the plan today..." Source: wnd.com 
 
Did you catch that "even newspaper newsrooms" as if to indicate well, radio and TV maybe, but 
newspapers...NEVER. Do you seriously think anyone with half a brain would even SUGGEST that the newspapers 
would stand for even a hint of that intrusion on the First Amendment? Not only would that be shouted down (as it 
should) but no one would even dare to propose it in the first place because they'd fear the wrath of our print 
brethren. 
 
I have a growing concern that our industry in general and the Nebraska Broadcaster's Association in particular need a 
healthy injection of stature among the "cognoscenti". When a bill is introduced in the Nebraska Legislature its 
sponsor certainly is concerned with how the Farm Bureau feels about it, the Nebraska Chamber of Commerce, the 
Nebraska Teachers Association, Nebraska Federation of Independent Business and yes, the Nebraska Press 
Association.  Unfortunately the NBA is not one of the "go to" organizations consulted with prior to major legislation 
being considered.  Yes, we are sometimes vocal when we have to react, but we don't have much "juice" when it 
comes to political influence before the fact. 
 
I am even take aback by the National Association of Broadcasters who seemingly can only present the Public Service 
aspect of our industry, fine, but where's the swagger, where's the influence?  We are influential but that influence 
has yet to manifest itself into any definable influence that even compares with the other well know power brokers in 
the station or nation. 
 
Search the CIN study story on the Internet.  FCC Commissioner Pai is quoted, a local broadcaster is quoted, but 
search POLITICO, LA TIME, NY TIMES, FOX NEWS, online and no where is there even a brief mention of the NAB 
being acknowledged with the same stature as other well know organizations from other industries.  Do you think the 
American Bar Association would be acknowledged in a government intrusion into the legal profession, that the AMA 
would a sought after ally in any legislation involving the medical profession.  Of course they would. Not us when it 
comes to broadcast regulation. 
 
In fairness, I do believe that Gordon Smith has taken the NAB/NABPAC to higher levels than the past.  I also know 
from hearing and reading his comments that he is not yet satisfied that we are respected in the manner we need to 
be. 
 
Since you've read this far I will assume that you have a level of engagement on this issue that you'd like to see taken 
further.  I have a proposal which has been met favorably with some of our NBA Board's Executive Committee and 
that is to commit to some long-term strategic goal setting. 
 
After we hire a new President and before the end of my term as Chairman, you will receive inquiries about your 
interest in this process.  I am hoping for a representative group of TV, Radio large and small market, owners large 
and small to meet for a retreat whose sole purpose will be to define the NBA's mission. A shut off the cell phones, log 
off the I-pad pay attention to helping to define our mission then get a level playing field so the NBA earns its place at 
the political table.  We have a great reputation already of being of service to our communities.   We need to be a 
strong player politically to help this membership continue when we do well and innovate what can be done in the 
future. 
 
I welcome any engagement on this issue even before you receive details, my email is: generalmanager@kkpr.com 

Chairman’s Column by Craig Eckert 
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A History Lesson on NASBA 

(Editor’s Note:  If you are a faithful reader of The Modulator, 
you’ll note that we often refer to NASBA.   Here’s a brief history 
lesson on the organization penned by Mark Allen, Esq., CEO 
of the Washington State Association of Broadcasters) 
 

NASBA is short for the National Alliance of State Broadcasters Associations, which began its life in 1985 as the 
Broadcast Executive Directors Association or “BEDA.”   Even before the formality of incorporation, the 
Executive Directors of the State Broadcasters Associations had a long history of collaboration and interaction 
going back to the 1930’s with the formation of the first State Broadcasters Associations.   I was the BEDA 
president from March 1999 to March 2000. 
 
Georgia’s broadcasters organized their State Broadcasters Association on February 1, 1934, followed two 
months later by Nebraska Broadcasters Association.   In April of 1935, the Washington State Association 
of Broadcasters was formed and we still have the original copies of the incorporation documents and minutes 
for the first meeting of the Board of Directors.  (Nebraska does as well).  The Florida Association of 
Broadcasters and the Wisconsin Broadcasters Association were also formed in 1935.   In the next dozen years 
another 24 State Broadcasters Associations were formed.  NASBA now counts 49 State Broadcasters 
Associations (Maryland, Delaware and Washington, D.C. are a single Association) and Puerto Rico as its 
membership. 
 
BEDA began meeting informally prior to the National Association of Broadcasters (“NAB”) State Leadership 
Conference each year and those ad hoc get-togethers quickly blossomed into more formal two-day meetings 
to exchange best practices ideas and develop skills to better lead our Associations.  The initial By-Laws stated 
that the mission of BEDA as a professional society was the enhancement of “internal educational opportunities 
for [its] members” and that the “purpose of the organization is to develop a closer unity among broadcast 
state executive directors, national, regional and state broadcast groups; to exchange ideas for mutual 
enlightenment and professional growth and to strengthen state broadcast associations.” 
 
In 2004, BEDA changed its name to the National Alliance of State Broadcasters Associations (“NASBA”).  As 
more and more of the State Broadcaster Association Executive Directors were named President  & CEO by 
their respective Boards of Directors (Nebraska included), it became clear that the focus of the organization 
should be expanded.  NASBA retains BEDA’s mission of peer-to-peer networking and mutual assistance, but it 
also grown its activities to reflect the broader scope of the tasks of the State Association leaders. 
(Thanks to RBR-TVBR for supplying this article). 

John Knicely Gets His “Face on the Floor” 

For almost 40 years, John Knicely’s face has been on television 
and on February 21st, John was honored with the Omaha Press 
Club’s 140th “Face on the Barroom Floor”, when he was roasted 
and toasted at the OPC. 
 
Knicely has been co-anchor for the 5, 6 and 10p.m. newscasts 
at WOWT since 1992.  His broadcast career began at WOWT in 
1974 as a sportscaster.  In 1981, he left for KTVI-TV in St. Louis 
in the same capacity.  He returned to Omaha in May 1984 to 

continued on next page 
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Knicely (continued) 

become sports director for KETV before moving to WOWT. 
 
His “John at Work” and “Knicely Done” reporter-involved news 
segments have taken him sky diving, riding in a stunt plane and 
serving as a middle school principal. 
 
The Alumni Award of Excellence from the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln is one of the many awards he’s received 
during his career.    Born in Sidney, Nebraska, he is a graduate 
of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln School of Broadcast 
Journalism.   He and his wife, Sue, raised five children and have 
five grandchildren. 

 
The “Face on the Barroom Floor” is selected for his or her impact on the community.  The drawings by artist 
Jim Horan are placed in a frame on the OPC’s barroom floor until the next honoree is unveiled.  They are 
then placed on the club’s restaurant walls.  This tradition began in 1971 when the OPC restaurant opened on 
top of the First National Center. 
 
Roasters included (pictured L-R): Former Omaha Mayor, Mike Fahey; Knicely; Susan Marchese, Hall of 
Fame golfer; Humorist Mary Maxwell; John Ryan Knicely, John’s son, who is a news anchor/reporter for 
KIRO TV in Seattle;  Les Beauchamp, lead pastor Lifegate Church; and speaking via video, former 
Nebraska football coach/athletic director/congressman, Tom Osborne.   

RAB: Radio Revenue Flat in 2013, Digital Jumps 18% 

Despite comparisons to a year with record political revenue and a still erratic economy, the radio industry 
managed to hold revenue steady in 2013. The Radio Advertising Bureau reports industry revenue was 
roughly flat at $17.649 billion for the year. Digital revenue remained the fastest-growing segment, 
increasing 16% year-to-year. Spot revenue was off 1%. Off-air revenue, including such things as station 
concerts and bridal fairs, grew 5%  

Two Nebraska Stations Among NAB’s Crystal Awards Finalist 

The National Association of Broadcasters has announced the 50 finalists for its 27th 
annual Crystal Radio Awards, which recognize radio 
stations for outstanding year-round commitment to 
community service. 
 
Clear Channel’s KXKT 103.7 FM (The Kat) Omaha, 
and Three Eagles’ KFOR 1240 AM in Lincoln,  have 
both made the final list this year.  Congratulations to 

these great Nebraska radio stations for achieving this award, and good luck in 
the competition! 
 
Winners will be announced and the finalists will be honored at the NAB Show 

Radio Luncheon, April 8, during the 2014 NAB Show in Las Vegas. 
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Board Briefs Highlights of the Winter Business Meeting of the Nebraska Broadcasters 
Association, February 4, 2014, Ferguson House, Lincoln. 

Chairman Craig Eckert called the meeting to order and welcomed all board members 
and new associate board member, Dara Troutman, University of Nebraska, who 
replaced Karl Bieber, who has since left Centurylink, Omaha.    It was also announced 
that Dave Kelly, KTCH/KCTY, Wayne had agreed to serve out the remainder of the 
director’s term previously held by Dave Brock, (KNCY, Nebraska), who is no longer with 
the station. 

 
Secretary-Treasurer Joy Patten presented the financial statements 
for October, November and December, 2013, which were approved 
by the board.  She also reported that the balance in the NBA 
Foundation account was at an all-time high, and Marty 
Riemenschneider reported that additional monies would be 
transferred from the NBA account to the Foundation to help offset 
the distribution for both the NBA 2014 Scholarships as well as 
funding for the latest installment pledge for the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln School of Journalism and Mass Communications. 
 
Dr. Eric Brown, retired General Manager of the Nebraska Rural 
Radio Association and now Vice-Chair of the Nebraska 
Sesquicentennial organization made a presentation for “Nebraska 
150” and asked the NBA to make a donation of $1,500 as one of the first 150 entities  to contribute to the 
fund.    The board voted to approve this funding. 
 
Riemenschneider reported that the new NBA public service/self-promotion campaign had not moved forward 
and asked the board to consider forming a committee to determine the scope of this project.   Due to time 
constraints, the board opted to table this subject until the spring meeting. 
 
Hall of Fame Committee Chair, Dr. Larry Walklin reviewed the history of the NBA Hall of Fame and the 
board considered all the new and prior nominations for the 2014 Hall of Fame.   The board elected to induct 
Rod Bates and Lynn Grasz at the annual Hall of Fame banquet in August  (please see accompanying article 
on these new Hall of Fame inductees). 
 
Chairman Eckert reported on his recent court appearance in Philadelphia regarding SESAC. 
 
Eckert reported that a new Dean has been chosen to head up the College of Journalism and Mass 
Communications at UNL.   She is Maria Marron, and is expected to assume her duties as of June 1, 2014.  
Riemenschneider noted that he had reached out to Marron and that she looked forward to working with the 
NBA in the future. 
 
Chairman Eckert reviewed the January 27 meeting of Media of Nebraska and the efforts regarding LB1018, 
which dealt with the selection of the new President of the University of Nebraska.  Dara Troutman addressed 
the board regarding the University’s position on this legislation. 
 
Riemenschneider reported that due to the LMA of some of GI Family’s stations to Armada Media, that their 
cluster of stations in Scottsbluff as well as their two FM’s in North Platte have joined the association, giving the 
NBA a net of six more radio stations in its’ membership. 
 
Riemenschneider explained that the 2014 cycle of Alternative Inspections would soon begin, and that he 
would send out reminders to stations who have inspection certificates that expire during the year. 

continued on next page 

February NBA Board luncheon with  

Gov. Dave Heineman 
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 Apr 14  Sept 15   
 May 12  Oct 20   
 June 16  Nov 17   
 July 14  Dec 15 
 Aug 18   
 

 All programs are scheduled to air at 2:00 p.m. Central, 1:00 p.m. Mountain 

 

All Governor’s Call In Shows originate from KFOR, Lincoln and the satellite uplink is provided from the 

Husker Sports/IMG Network, Schedule is subject to change upon the availability of Governor Heineman. 

Governor’s Call  In Show Schedule 2014 

The Paid Internship for 2014 is now open, allowing for 10-$500 internships on a first come-first serve basis. 
The board approved a $500 stipend to be paid to SECC chair, Jim Skinner to help him defray costs to 
attend the EAS fly-in on February 24 in Washington, DC. 
 
Chairman Eckert reported on his recent meeting with the NSAA in our attempt to build a better relationship 
with that organization. 
 
Eckert and Riemenschneider reviewed the upcoming 2014 NBA convention and the progress made 
regarding obtaining speakers/presenters/sessions.   The sales track for convention has been solidified as 
well as the Legal/NAB session, but the association is still working on Programming, News and possibly a 
management session for the annual conference.    Riemenschneider reported that he had secured a venue 
for the 2015 convention in Omaha. 
 
Riemenschneider said he had received thirty-three applications for the Executive Director position, and that 
the search committee would be reviewing these to ultimately narrow the candidates to a group of finalists.   
It is expected that in-person interviews will be conducted later in March. 
 
The meeting was adjourned so that the board could make their way to the Governor’s Mansion to lunch 

with Governor Dave Heineman. 

Board Briefs (continued) 

2014 Nebraska EAS RMT Schedule* 

All RMTs are scheduled for third Tuesday each month 
 
APRIL 15 - 11:00 PM    SEPTEMBER 16 - 10:00 AM 
MAY 20  - 10:00 AM    OCTOBER 21 - 11:00 PM 
JUNE 17 - 11:00 PM    NOVEMBER 18 - 10:00 AM (NWS INITIATED) 
JULY 15 - 10:00 AM (NWS INITIATED)  DECEMBER 16 - 11:00 PM 
AUGUST 19 - 11:00 PM 

 
All Nebraska broadcasters and cable systems are encouraged to have a representative on the Nebraska EAS 
email list where you will receive updates on EAS tests and alerts.  Go to www.NE-EAS.org to register. 
 
This schedule is set by the Nebraska State Emergency Communications Committee www.NE-EAS.org 

* This is a list of the Required Monthly Tests (RMT) of the Emergency Alert System (EAS) for Nebraska broadcasters and cable 

systems. All times are Central. 
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John C. Mitchell, Nebraska Broadcasting Pioneer, Passes 

John Charles Mitchell, the son of Charles Peter Mitchell (Mitsopoulos) and 
Athena C. Mitchell (Kapotas) was born December 17, 1924 in Kearney, 
Nebraska. He died on Friday, February 28, 2014 in Longboat Key, Florida at the 
age of 89.  
 
John grew up in Kearney where he graduated "cum laude" from Kearney State 
Teachers College in 1947. During the war, he served as a "Dollar a Year Man" 
selling government bonds to raise money for the war effort.  
 
He received his J.D. degree with honors from Georgetown Law School in 1950 
where he was the first sophomore to win the All-School Moot Court 
Competition and served as editor of the Georgetown Law Journal.  
 

It was in Washington D.C. that he became interested in politics.  
 
He was united in marriage with Mary J. Kafasis on August 14, 
1951 in Buffalo, New York and returned to Kearney where John 
practiced law.  
 
In 1968 they moved to Omaha where in continued to practice 
law until 2001. In his early years of practice, he served as 
General Council and Parliamentarian of the U.S. Jaycees. He 
served on the original Nebraska Supreme Court Committee on 
Standardized Jury Instruction and Practice and Procedures.  
 
John was instrumental in the development of the Democratic 
Party in Nebraska and served as Chairman from 1964 to 1972. 
He helped organized and was elected the first President of the 
National Association of Democratic State Chairmen.  
 
John was a news and sportscaster at KGFW radio in Kearney 
while in college. This launched a career in Broadcasting starting 
with the purchase of KGFW radio in 1953.  
 
He then acquired KRCB in Council Bluffs, Iowa in 1973. Over the 
years, he grew Mitchell Broadcasting Corporation to include 
KQKQ, KKAR, KOIL, KGDE, Omaha; KGFW, KQKY, KRNY, 
Kearney; KXNP and KODY, North Platte; KUVR and KMTY, 
Holdrege; KLIQ, Hastings; KHUB and KFMY, Fremont.  
 
In 1996 he was inducted into the Nebraska Broadcaster's Hall of Fame. The University of Nebraska 
Department of Journalism and the Nebraska Broadcaster's Association awarded him the Pioneer Award in 
2013 for leadership and education in broadcast journalism. He had many other interests and activities.  
 
With partners, he opened two restaurants, Le Versailles and The Golden Apple, he was founder and 
Chairman of the Board of Fort Calhoun State Bank, partners with wife, Mary, in Mitchell and Young 
Advertising Agency, member of the Nebraska Educational Lands and Funds Board, member of the Omaha 
Airport Authority Board, assisted in opening The Great Platte River Road Archway, member of the American 
Hellenic Education Progressive Association (AHEPA) and the Orthodox organization Leadership 100, past 
President of St. John's Orthodox Church and member of All Holy Spirit Orthodox Church.  
 

continued on next page 
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Mitchell (continued) 

He is survived by his wife, Mary J. Mitchell; son, John Charles Mitchell II, M.D. and his wife, Kathleen 
Mitchell, M.D.; grandchildren, John Bernard Mitchell and Emily Suzanne Mitchell; brother George Mitchell and 
numerous nephews and nieces.  
 
John loved to be with friends, enjoyed life to the fullest, and was committed to giving back to his community. 
He and Mary retired to Longboat Key, Florida in 2001 where he has cherished beautiful sunsets and 
wonderful new friends.  
 
He was a proud, patriotic son of Greek immigrant parents and a devoted husband, father and grandfather. 
He will be greatly missed by many.  

Two Outstanding Broadcasters to be Inducted into the NBA Hall of Fame 

At its Winter Meeting in February, the NBA 
Board of Directors elected two new inductees 
into the 2014 class of the Hall of Fame.  They 
are recently retired General Manager of 
Nebraska Educational Telecommunications 
(NET),  Rod Bates, and award-winning 
television broadcaster Lynne M. Grasz-Hall. 
Bates spent almost 40 years as a broadcaster in 
Nebraska.   He joined NET as a producer/
director in 1975 after moving his family from 
California to Nebraska. 
 
He left NET for a few years  when he served as Nebraska’s Director of 

Economic Development under Governor Bob Kerry.  (1983-1987).  He then owned Bates Video from 1988-
1996, and became General Manager of NET from 1996 until his retirement in 2013.  During this time, he 
positioned NET in the top tier of Public Radio and Public Television in the country.  He secured funding for 
the digital conversion for the 9 NET radio and television transmitters, and during his tenure, program 
production reached new heights. 
 
Governor Heineman designated June 20, 2013 as “Rod Bates Day”, honoring Rod as he brought NET to 
“...new heights of providing quality television and radio programming to every citizen of Nebraska.”  He 
served on the PBS Board of Directors, Chairman of the American Public Television Stations Association, the 
executive committee of the National Educational Television Association and Chair of American Public 
Television. 
 
Bates did not confine his service to the state to broadcast issues alone.   He and his wife Robin have been 
promoters of the performing arts;  have been involved in supporting the Lincoln Public Schools, has served 
as President of the Lincoln Downtown Rotary, and begins his term as “District Governor” for Rotary in 2015. 
 
Grasz has a series of “firsts” during her long-running career in broadcasting, beginning as one of only five 
students in the first UNL Broadcast Journalism class in the early 1960’s, was News Director at KNUS Radio 
from 1963-1966, and was the first intern at KOLN/KGIN, Lincoln in 1964.   She was named Promotion 
Director at the station in 1966 and held that position for six years.   She was then promoted to Promotion & 
Public Relations Director in 1972 until 1977.   She then became the Director of Creative Services at KMOX-
TV, St. Louis, where her work there was recognized by the executives of the CBS Television Network and 
was named CBS Broadcast Group, director, Communications/Company spokesperson & Executive Producer 
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in New York city. 
 
Following her CBS Television career, she went on to lead the Television Information Office (TIO), PROMAX 
International and the Broadcast Designers Association (BDA).   She also is Past President of the New York 
City Chapter of American Women in Radio and Television (AWRT), and continues as President/CEO of Grasz 
Communications in New York City. 
 
She maintains her strong ties to Nebraska, as she frequently returns to UNL for activities of the Cather Circle 
mentoring program of the Alumni Association and for the College of Journalism and Mass Communications.  
She’s involved in a myriad of projects in Nebraska and generously shares her experience and expertise with 
her fellow Nebraskans. 
 
Bates and Grasz will be inducted at the NBA Hall of Fame banquet on August 13 at the Cornhusker Marriott 
Hotel in Lincoln, as part of the 80th Annual NBA Convention.   

Longtime KHGI TV Chief Engineer Dies 

Gerald “Jerry” L. Fuehrer, Chief Engineer for NTV, Kearney, died 
Wednesday, March 12 at the age of 70 at the Good Samaritan Hospital in 
Kearney.   He was Chief Engineer for Pappas Telecasting of Central 
Nebraska from September, 1979 until his death, spanning over 34 years at 
the station. 
 
Born in Orlando, Florida, he graduated from Sutton high School in Sutton, 
Nebraska.  Jerry studied electronics at the Nebraska Vocational Technical 
School in Milford, and served in the Nebraska and South Dakota Army 
National Guard. 
 
Prior to joining NTV, Fuehrer served as a studio/transmitter engineer for 

KNOP TV in North Plate:  studio engineer for KSOO-TV in Sioux Falls, SD;  and in Omaha was a studio 
engineer/transmitter operator at KYNE TV and KMTV.  He served as Chief Engineer for KNOP Radio and 
KNOP-TV in North Platte and as Assistant chief Engineer for KCRG AM/TV in Cedar Rapids, IA. 
 
Jerry joined NTV as Chief Engineer in 1979.    Vince Barresi, General Manager said, “Jerry’s 35 year 
anniversary with NTV would have been this year.  He touched so many people during that time it’s 
incredible.   The messages I have received fondly remembering Jerry the man and his ability as our Chief 
Engineer has been staggering.   His passing leaves an enormous void in our hearts and he will be impossible 
to replace.   God bless you dear friend…it’s been our honor to have known you.” 
 
Fuhrer was a senior member of the Society of Broadcast Engineers Chapter 87 and held the SBE Certified 
Professional Broadcast Engineer (lifetime) certification.  He also acted as the SBE Frequency Coordinator 
since 1983 for areas west of Highway 81 and was also Past Chairman and Treasurer of SBE Chapter 87. 
Jerry is survived by his wife Linda and daughter, Sasha.   


