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A befitting sanctuary: Like King Solomon who built a massive temple for the worship of God, the leaders and members of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Oke-Afa, Isolo, 
Lagos, recently completed and dedicated a cathedral. Conceived by the vicar of the church, the cathedral  was dedicated by the Lord Bishop of Lagos West Diocese, the 
Rt. Rev. James Olusola Odedeji.                           Pic by Pius Okeosisi
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Travel
Nigerian tourism 
suffers yet another 
setback

Health ministry rests controversy over Fanta, Sprite

T
h e  F e d e r a l 
M i n i s t r y  o f 
Health has cer-
tified Fanta and 

Sprite as safe for con-

sumption, contrary to 
recent widespread be-
lief that both drinks pro-
duced by Nigeria Bot-
tling Company (NBC) 
failed the UK benzoic 
test and are therefore 

harmful to consumers.
In a statement dated 

Friday, March 17, 2017 
and signed by Akinola 
Boade, director of Media 
and Public Relations, 
Federal Ministry of 

Health, the ministry 
said its investigation 
revealed that both Ben-
zoic acid and Ascorbic 
acid (Vitamin C) are in-
gredients approved by 

Continues on page 8

…certifies products safe for consumption
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Hameed Ali’s needless ‘headiness’

A
part from the rejection 
of Ibrahim Magu as 
the substantive chair-
man of the Economic 
and Financial Crimes 

Commission (EFCC) by the Senate 
last Wednesday, one major issue 
that grabbed the headlines in the 
past week was the drama involving 
Hameed Ali, Comptroller General of 
the Nigeria Customs Service (NCS), 
and the Senate over the former’s 
blatant refusal to wear Customs 
uniform.

Since Ali’s appointment as the 
Customs helmsman in August 2015 
by President Muhammadu Buhari, 
he has continued to draw the ire of 
not a few Nigerians, particularly 
federal lawmakers, who had at dif-
ferent times and forums expressed 
dissatisfaction with the Customs 
czar’s policies and the manner in 
which he was going about his official 
functions without appearing in the 
agency’s designated uniform.

Only two months ago, Ifeany-
ichukwu Okonkwo, an Onitsha, 
Anambra State-based importer of 
goods and services, had asked a 
Federal High Court in Abuja to void 
the appointment of Hameed Ali, a 
retired Army Colonel, as Comptrol-
ler General of Customs, arguing that 
the appointment violated sections 
5, 147, 148, 151 and 171 of the 1999 
Constitution as amended.

He had argued that President 
Buhari, by appointing Ali, who 
was above 60 years old at the time, 
instead of a senior officer from the 
NCS, abused his constitutional pow-
ers, concluding that Ali lacked the 
training and technical know-how 
on the statutory functions of the 
Customs.

According to him, the “unlawful” 
appointment by the President had 
destroyed the career of many high-
ranking, well-trained Customs of-
ficers and that the action had posed 
a great danger to professionalism in 
the Customs Service.

That matter and others like it 
were yet to be put to bed when the 
NCS recently announced it would 
soon start collecting duties from 
owners of old vehicles on Nigerian 
roads. Amid the public outcry and 
wide condemnation this attracted, 
Customs later issued a statement 
giving all vehicle owners in the 
country whose Customs duty had 
not been paid to do so before April 
12.

This did not go down well with 
the fe deral lawmakers as the 
Senate Committee on Customs 
ordered Ali to appear before it to 
offer clarifications on a circular 
that directed all owners of vehicles 
on Nigerian roads to report to the 
nearest zonal office of the NCS to 
ascertain whether correct duties 
on their vehicles were paid or risk 

having their vehicles impounded. 
Ali failed to honour the order, con-
sequently attracting the wrath of 
the entire Senate.

Following the NCS’s directive, the 
Coalition of Civil Society Organisa-
tions of Nigeria (COSCON), made 
up of members from Campaign for 
Democracy, Human Rights, Justice 
and Peace Foundation, the Flag-
ship, Peoples Liberation Initiative, 
Revolutionary Ambassadors, Action 
for Socio-Political and Economical 
Change, Enugu Forum of Patriots, 
among others, protested penulti-
mate Wednesday in Onitsha, Anam-
bra State, demanding the removal 
of Ali for attempting to inflict more 
pain on Nigerians.

Then began the drama. Although 
the Customs suspended the contro-
versial policy on Wednesday in obe-
dience to the Senate’s directive, the 
lawmakers insisted he must appear 
before them and in uniform.

But rather than honour the invita-
tion, in a letter dated March 10, 2017, 
signed by Azarema A., Assistant 
Comptroller General of Customs and 
read by the Clerk to the Senate, Ali 
requested that a new date be given 
to enable him honour the invitation, 
noting that he was unable to appear 
on Wednesday, March 15 because 
the appointment clashed with the 
weekly management meeting of the 
Customs service.

Obviously offended by the ex-

the Nigerian Customs,” he said.
Hameed Ali, a former governor of 

Kaduna State, then told the senators 
that no law mandated him to wear 
uniform while discharging his du-
ties as the Comptroller-General of 
Nigeria Customs Service. 

Senator Ibn Na’Allah quickly op-
posed him, stating that such reply 
was derogatory, citing sections 7, 8 
and 10 of the Customs Act which 
stated that Customs share the same 
privileges with police and other se-
curity institutions.

Like a primary school headmas-
ter would usually send back home 
students who appear indecently 
in school right from the assembly 
ground, the Senate sent Hameed 
Ali out of the red chamber for not 
appearing in uniform as ordered.

The Senate further resolved that 
he should appear again on Wednes-
day in uniform, after the lawmakers 
took turns to chide the Customs boss.

Chido Onumah, coordinator, Afri-
can Centre for Media and Informa-
tion Literacy (AFCICMIL), in his reac-
tion to the development, wondered 
why Hameed Ali as Comptroller 
General of Customs finds it difficult 
to wear the uniform. “The man 
needs to come to terms quickly with 
his responsibility to wear uniform. 
If he is not proud of the Customs, he 
should resign honourably. He has no 
business being in an institution he 
has no respect for. Wearing uniform 
is just a responsible thing for him 
to do, before he heats up the polity 
unnecessarily,” Onumah said in an 
interview with BDSUNDAY.

According to him, while some 
Nigerians are critiquing the Senate 
for laying too much emphasis on the 
matter, the senior lawmakers should 
also be commended for identifying 
and attempting to correct a wrong, 
saying that the pride of the NCS as an 
institution is very much on the line.

“When Ali was appointed CG 
of Customs, many Nigerians were 
happy because he was outsider who 
could bring change there. But he 
must also remember that there are 
officers in the NCS who have served 
for more than 25 years and had 
dreamt of heading the NCS in the 
near future before he was suddenly 
brought in,” Onumah said.

“So, he needs to show leadership 
by example by wearing the uniform 
his subordinates are wearing. Ha-
meed Ali needs to humble himself 
by being in uniform for official 
functions; that will mean he fully 
identifies with the people he is work-
ing with. That will be a great inspi-
ration. If he respects the Customs as 
an institution, there should not be 
any form of arrogance in him. It is a 
simple matter,” he said. 

Hameed Ali was military ad-
ministrator of Kaduna State from 
August 1996 to August 1998 during 
the military regime of late General 
Sani Abacha.

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

cuse, the Senate then insisted that 
Ali must appear before it unfailingly 
in Customs uniform on the following 
day, Thursday, or a warrant of arrest 
would be issued against him.

On Thursday, Ali chose to honour 
the invitation, but not in Customs 
uniform, a move which further 
angered the senators. The senators 
frowned at the fact that Ali failed to 
appear before them on Wednesday, 
and even when he chose to appear 
on Thursday, he appeared without 
uniform contrary to the Senate’s or-
der that he must wear “appropriate” 
uniform to brief them over the now 
suspended policy on duty payment.

Coming under a point of order, 
Dino Melaye (APC, Kogi) posited 
that Ali had been disregarding the 
Senate, especially on the issue of 
Customs uniform.

“We have asked this man in the 
committee why he is not wearing 
the rank of Comptroller General, 
and he said uniform men don’t wear 
uniform twice. I asked under which 
law, and I educated him by remind-
ing him that he retired as a colonel 
and that General Hananiya retired 
as a general,” Melaye said.

“Hananiya was appointed as the 
Corps Marshal of the Federal Road 
Safety Corps and he wore promptly 
and daily the uniform of the com-
mission. If that position is a rank 
and you are not wearing that rank, 
it means you are not even proud of 

Hameed Ali, Comptroller General of the Nigeria Customs Service



3Sunday 19 March 2017



Cover

How obsolete laws clog 
ease of doing business

A
n expanding real es-
tate firm C & C Limited 
bought 100 plots of 
land in Kaduna State, 
north-west of Nigeria 

in November 2012. The firm paid 
N300 million to the land owners, 
including compensations to the 
community.

Through the traditional rulers 
of the two communities where the 
plots of land were located, the firm 
got all the necessary documents and 
cover, including the survey plan.

Next was to obtain the Certificate 
of Occupancy, popularly called the 
C of O.

This required going to the state 
government’s Ministry of Lands. On 
getting to the ministry, the firm was 
mandated to pay several fees.

Payment was also made for the 
C of O. After meeting the monetary 
requirements of the government, 
the firm had to knock on the doors of 
the ministry every week. Promises 
after promises were made. ‘Come 
today, come tomorrow’ became the 
language of the ministry.

The certificate eventually came 
out 14 months after, which was 
exactly in January 2014.

The real estate company, on 
getting the C of O, began to build 
houses. The firm had been in ex-
istence for almost a decade and so 
understood the terrain. Its busi-
ness was simply to build estates 
and sell.

By the 2015 general election in Ni-
geria, 37 buildings had already been 
standing. The firm heaved a sigh of 
relief that at least it could sell the 
houses and recoup its expenditure.

Each of the 37 duplexes in the 
high-brow Kaduna cost N100 mil-
lion.

However, buying the houses was 
a long wait.  Oil prices had started 
crashing fast in 2015, so home buy-
ers like oil workers were only will-
ing to pay N50 million or below. 
Importers, who bought houses, 
were cash-strapped owing to dollar 
scarcity.

Eventually, 2016 set in. It was 
now a housing lull. Occupancy rate 
was rising. Politicians and oil moguls 
did not have money any longer. 
Government spending was low and 
citizens struggled to eat.

“If we had got the so-called C of 
O in one week as it is done in other 
climes, we would have finished the 
buildings the following year and 
sold them before this crisis,” said the 
CEO of the real estate firm.

“The major problem is that the 
Land Use Act of 1978 still maintains 
that land belongs to state govern-
ments. This is why you go through 
these endless processes, which vary 
from state to state,” the CEO told this 
newspaper.

“Land has become expensive be-
cause of Land Use Act. Countries that 
seek investors repeal laws like that 
to meet the demands of the modern 
times,” the CEO added.

The Land Use Act of 1978 is one of 
the old laws in Africa’s most popu-
lous country that hamper invest-
ments and development.

Part 1 (Paragraph 1) of the Act 
states that, “Subject to the provisions 
of this Act, all land comprised in the 
territory of each State in the Federa-
tion are hereby vested in the Gover-
nor of that State and such land shall 
be held in trust and administered 
for the use and common benefit of 
all Nigerians in accordance with the 
provisions of this Act.”

Part 11( Paragraph 1) of the Act 
says that “It shall be lawful for the 
Governor in respect of land, whether 
or not in an urban areas:(a)       to grant 
statutory rights of occupancy to any 
person for all purposes; (b)   to grant 
easements appurtenant to statutory 
rights occupancy;(c)    to demand 
rental for any such land granted to 
any person.(d)       to revise the said 
rental -(i)         at such intervals as may 
be specified in the certificate of oc-
cupancy; or(ii)        where no intervals 
are specified in the certificate or oc-
cupancy at any time during the term 
of the statutory rights of occupancy.”

This informs why state govern-
ments forcefully take away land 
belonging to farmers without com-
pensating them.

Nigeria ranks 169 out of 190 
countries in the 2017 World Bank 
Doing Business. The country is 174 
in terms of dealing with construc-
tion permits and 182 in registering 
a property.

Africa’s biggest economy is rated 
139 in terms of enforcing contracts, 
and 140 in resolving insolvency.

In the 21st Century, Nigeria still 
operates under the Federal Fire 
Service Act of 1963. A close look 
at the document shows that there 
is no provision for the funding of 
the Service and the Act does not 
specify the minister that should be 
in charge of it.

On the general duties of the Fire 
Service, Part 1 of the Act says, “The 
Fire Service shall be employed for 
the extinguishment, control and 
prevention of fire, the saving and 
protection of life and property and 
for such other humanitarian and 
other works as may be required of 
them under the authority of the 
Minister.”

Lawyers say this Act does not 
state the relationship between the 
Fire Service and households and 
corporate bodies.

Moreover, Nigeria is still operat-
ing under the Police Act of 1968 and 
the Prison Act of 1972. The Customs 
Act used today in Nigeria is 58 years 
and it still guides the operations of 
Nigerian ports.

One of the key attractions of 
investors into any economy is the 
laws guiding intellectual property, 
patent act and copy right. However, 
Nigeria largely operates the Patent 
& Designs Act of 1971, which was 
later amended in 1990.

“In comparing the practice of 
IP in Nigeria with the practice in 
other countries of the world, it is im-
perative to note that Nigeria is still 
very much reliant on the English 
Laws. For instance the applicable 
Trademarks Act of 1965 in Nigeria 

was fashioned after the English 
Trademarks Act of 1938. These laws 
have been overtaken by modern 
technological and economical ad-
vancement. The UK Trademarks Act 
over the years has been amended 
and is presently being regulated by 
the English Trademarks Act 1994,” 
said Jackson Etti & Edu, in an article 
entitled ‘Nigeria: Intellectual Prop-
erty: A Tool For Economic Growth 
In Nigeria’.

Samuel Oyigbo, lawyer and writ-
er, said almost all the laws in Nigeria 
need amendment.

“There is a lot of lacuna in those 
old laws. What the National As-
sembly does during amendments 
is just to change the date and leave 
all the old laws. Most of our laws in 
the Criminal Code contain amounts 
such as N5, and, as such, do not re-
flect the changing trends,” Oyigbo 
said.

He explained that the Traffic Act, 
Matrimonial Act and Coroner’s Law 
are all not reflecting changes in the 
society and should be amended.

Another lawyer Justin Onwu-
jekwe said some of the laws do 
not meet the demands of the time. 
Onwujekwe, however, said most of 
the laws have been tinkered with 
and brought under the Laws of the 
Federal of 2004.

“But as they are, they are still 
inadequate,” he admitted.

Odinaka Okeke, a lawyer, attrib-
uted the challenge to the calibre of 
representatives at the National As-
sembly and their intellectual depth.

“Do they know? Again, if you 
notice such old laws, you can put it 
forward through your representa-
tive as a motion,” Okeke said.

ODINAKA ANUDU
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News 
Kwara first lady seeks 
partnership to touch 
lives positively

T
he wife of 
Kwara State 
g o v e r n o r , 
O m o l e w a 
Ahmed, has 

implored government 
at all levels, non-gov-
ernment organizations 
and philanthropists to 
partner with her pet 
project, Life Empowers 
Hope (LEAH), with a 
view to reaching out to 
the needy in the society.

She made this call, 
Thursday, at an interac-
tive session with jour-
nalists at the Govern-
ment House Ilorin.

The first lady, who 
said she is passionate 
ab out emp owering 
women and touching 
lives positively, pointed 
out that “empowerment 
is the key to develop-
ment”.

“LEAH charity is sole-
ly for touching lives, 
impacting in lives of 
women and children in 
areas of social welfare 
and health sector. Give 
hope to widows and 
extend hands to single 
parents in Kwara State,” 
she said.

Centre Igboro, Adewole 
Cottage Hospital and 
Sobi Specialist Hospital 
operated by trained per-
sonnel.

“A l s o ,  w e  h a v e 
programmes such as 
‘Sayewo’ on TV and ra-
dio including jingles to 
tell people on how they 
can contract it, present 
themselves, and treat-
ment.

“We have not been 
able to do the season 
two because of fund. 
There are new techno-
logical advancements, 
we need to upgrade. 
Year in year out, new 
technologies are dis-
covered, new courses 
people need to give cog-
nizance to, but we are

unable to put those 
things there because of 
constraint.”

The first lady ex-
plained that prevent-
ing breast and cervical 
cancer through sen-
sitization, education, 
provision of screening 
and pre-cancer treat-
ment, providing clinics 
on wheels entail collab-
orative effort.

“As at last year, we 
opened about 28 screen-
ing centres across the 
state. 

According to her, the 
high rate of cancer in-
cidence nowadays re-
quires concerted efforts.

“Cancer case in Ni-
geria is prevalent. This 
to me calls for proac-
tive measures to ame-
liorate the scourge. My 
cancer project is borne 

L-R: Bashir Ahmed, the outgoing British deputy high commissioner; Olufemi Babalola, chief executive, Gravitas 
Investment Limited; Laure Beaufils, new British deputy high commissioner, and Ferdinand Agu, a director, during 
the visit of the Britons’ to Gravitas in Lagos.

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

L-R: Paul Aseme, head, segment, Retail Banking, Union Bank; Priscilla Ekong, Union Bank customer; Peter Rufai, 
ex-Super Eagles goalkeeper and Union Bank customer; Sheahan Arasaratnam, head, Retail Products, Union 
Bank, and Muyiwa Ebitanmi, Sales and Distribution, Union Bank, at the UnionKorrect promo draw and launch of 
the UnionKorrect: Destination Russia, in Lagos.

Winners emerge in Union Bank’s unionkorrect promo

U
n i on  Ba n k , 
one of Nige-
ria’s longest-
s t a n d i n g 

innovative banks, re-

cently rewarded its 
customers for saving 
with them through the 
UnionKorrect promo 
draw. The bank re-
warded 20 customers 
with N100,000 each, 
four customers with 

N500,000 each, and 
one customer won 
the grand prize of N1 
miilion for saving for 
15 months through a 
transparent, automated 
draw process super-
vised by the Nigerian 

MABEL DIMMA
Lottery Board.

The UnionKorrect 
savings product which 
was launched in 2015 
is a sub-account linked 
to customers’ saving or 
current account allow-
ing holders to earn high 
interest rates while 
saving a fixed amount 
of money monthly. The 
promo is expected to 
reward a total of 1,800 
customers over a pe-
riod of four years for 
saving for the future.

While still encour-
aging customers to 
imbib e the savings 
culture, the bank un-
veiled another variant 
of the UnionKorrect 
savings product called 
‘UnionKorrect: Desti-
nation Russia’, where a 
customer will win the 
grand prize of a round-
trip ticket to Russia.

S p e a k i n g  at  t h e 
e v e n t ,  S h e a h a n 
Arasaratnam, head, 
retail products, Union 
Bank, emphasized the 
imp ortanc e of cus-
tomers to the bank’s 

achievements for the 
past 100 years, and 
how it was important 
t o  ke e p  t h e  p ro m -
ise made during the 
launch of the Union-
Korrect product two 
years ago.

“Union Bank is cel-
ebrating its centenary 
this year, so having 
this draw presents a 
wonderful opportu-
nity to reward our 
customers. The theme 
for our 100 years an-
niversary is celebrate, 
impact and lead; and 
with the UnionKorrect 
draw, we are going to 
celebrate and reward 
our customers for be-
ing a partner of this 
successful institution,” 
Arasaratnam said. 

“The bank also has 
the fastest growing mo-
bile platform in Nigeria 
and this is also because 
of our customers. We 
are going to keep build-
ing on the improve-
ments we have made, 
and also keep investing 
in innovative products 

and services in order 
to make lasting impact 
in the lives of our cus-
tomers.”

Sharing his experi-
ence as a Union Bank 
customer at the event, 
Peter Rufai, ex-Super 
Eagles goalkeeper, ex-
pressed his happiness 
with the impact of the 
launch of the draw and 
the ‘UnionKorrect: Des-
tination Russia’.

“Having been a cus-
tomer of Union Bank 
for more than 30 years, 
it gives me immense joy 
to launch this promo to 
Russia with my bank. 
As an institution that is 
focused on making im-
pact, the UnionKorrect 
is an important product 
to help customers save 
with excitement, and 
to also prepare for the 
future, while being re-
warded,” he said.

Customers can con-
tinue to save in their 
UnionKorrect account 
as more winners will 
emerge in the next set 
of draws, the bank said.

 L-R:  Bashir Ahmed, the outgoing British Deputy High Commissioner; Laure Beaufils, new British deputy high 
commissioner, and Olufemi Babalola, chief executive, Gravitas Investment Limited, during the visit of the Britons’ 
to Gravitas in Lagos recently.

out of being scared and 
sceptical, having lost 
two people that are so 
close to me because we 
discovered late and I 
see this as challenge,” 
she said, adding that 
“seven out of 10 people 
screened are affected 
with cancer”.

She said, “We started 
advocacy and creating 
awareness campaign 
with three basic screen-
ing centres, namely, 

Omolewa Ahmed
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Delta grooms 1,700 caterers to 
feed 433,000 school children  

A 
total of 1,700 
c at e re r s  i n 
D elta  State 
a r e  b e i n g 

trained to feed 433,000 
children in the public 
schools across the 25 
local government areas 
of the state and Delta 
State Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises 
Development Agency 
(DEMSMA) says the 
training is aimed at 
ensuring that quality 
caterers cook the food.

Speaking in Warri 
shortly after the train-
ing of caterers in Delta 
South Senatorial Zone, 
the agency’s boss, Shi-
mite Bello told journal-

ists that the state gov-
ernor, Ifeanyi Okowa 
was desirous of quality 
caterers who could cook 
good food for the state’s 
chapter of the Home 
Grown School Feed-
ing Programme of the 
Federal Government’s 
social investment pro-
gramme.

 “The whole essence 
of today’s meeting is 
because we are about 
to feed the children and 
the governor would not 
allow us feed the chil-
dren unless we are sure 
of the quality of the ca-
terers, making sure they 
really have what they 
need to have in order 
to take care of the kids 
properly.

“So, we’ve come up 

whatever money we 
get, we put it back in the 
system.”

The training billed 
to hold in the three 
senatorial zones of the 
state kicked off Tuesday, 
March 14, 2017, for Delta 

South Senatorial zone 
with a good turnout of 
caterers at Nana Col-
lege, Warri, the zonal 
venue. Bello said 560 
caterers were trained 
in the zone and that 
they were made up of 
caterers from the eight 
local government ar-
eas in the Delta South 
Senatorial Zone. In all, 
1,700 caterers are being 
trained across the three 
senatorial zones to feed 
433,000 children, she 
said.

Honeywell Flour 
Mills Limited was on 
ground to demonstrate 
to the caterers on how 
best to cook their prod-
ucts – spaghetti, macroni 
and noodles.

AUN to host 10th career & graduate fair in Lagos

T
he American 
University of 
Nigeria (AUN), 
Yola, Adamawa 

State, will on March 23 
and 24, host its yearly 
career and graduate fair 
in Lagos. This year’s fair 
is the tenth and the sec-
ond to be held in Lagos, 
the nation’s economic 
and financial hub. A 
release by the Office of 
Communications & Pub-
lic Relations has said.

According to the 
statement, the career 
and graduate fair is a 
unique networking op-
portunity for both em-
ployers and potential 
AUN graduate employ-
ees.  Students from sec-
ond to final year are en-
couraged to attend. The 
event will take place at 
the Civic Centre, Vic-
toria Island, Lagos. The 
fair will last from 10am 
till 3pm on Thursday 
23rd and from 9am till 

3pm on Friday 24th. 
While graduating 

seniors explore career 
opportunities, current 
students seek intern-
ship openings to gain 
hands-on knowledge 
and industrial experi-
ence required for future 
jobs.  Seniors who are 
graduate school-bound 
also use the AUN Ca-
reer & Graduate Fair to 
size up their prospective 

career fields. 
The American Uni-

versity of Nigeria is the 
first, and so far the only 
Nigerian university, pri-
vate or public, that cre-
ates an annual forum 
for interaction between 
its students and the best 
companies doing busi-
ness in the country, 
indigenous and mul-
tinational. During last 
year’s 9th fair held at the 
Shehu Musa Yar’Adua 
Centre in Abuja, several 
participating companies 
conducted aptitude tests 
for qualified students 
with a view to offer-
ing them employment 
on graduation or in-
ternship opportunities 
while in school. 

Grace Nwokoma, di-
rector of Career Coun-
seling & Placement, not-
ed that the fair is a one-
stop window through 
which graduate schools 
and multinationals can 

Okowa says ‘Ogbemudia lives 
in our memories’

T
he final jour-
ney to  the 
g r e a t  b e -
yond of the 
former gov-

ernor of the Defunct 
Bendel State, General 
Samuel Ogbemudia (rtd)  
commenced Tuesday, 
March14 with the Gov-
ernors of Delta and Edo 
States, Ifeanyi Okowa 
and Godwin Obaseki, 
respectively, receiving 
his remains at the Benin 
Airport.

A Nigerian Airforce 
Jet with the Seal of the 
President bearing the 
remains of the deceased 
touched down at the 
Benin Airport tarmac 
at exactly 1.20 pm. Chil-
dren of the deceased, 
politicians, traditional 
dancers, among others 
were also at the airport.

Governor Okowa in 
a brief chat with jour-
nalists after the casket 
bearing the body carried 
by soldiers was lowered 
into a hearse, said the 

late General will never 
die in the memories of 
Bendelites as his works 
are testimonies of his 
service to humanity.

“Today, a lot of struc-
tures stand in his name; 
he still lives through 
his works,” Governor 
Okowa said, recalling 
that his last meeting 
with the late People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
chieftain was during his 
83rd birthday in 2015.

At that occasion, Gov-
ernor Okowa delivered 
a lecture titled, ‘Towards 
Sustainable Democracy 
in Nigeria: The role of 
political parties.’

Ogbemudia passed on 
at the age of 84.

Governor Okowa, 
who said, “We have lost 
an elder statesman for 
Delta and Edo States,” 
was accompanied to 
Benin by the Speaker 
of the Delta State House 
of Assembly, Monday 
Igbuya; Deputy Speaker, 
Friday Osanebi; Majori-
ty Leader, Owhefere and 
members of the Delta 
State Executive Council.

Mercy eNOch, Asaba

Mercy eNOch, Asaba

Ifeanyi Okowa

recruit students and 
staff. 

“It is a platform for 
students and alums to 
connect with compa-
nies, business leaders, 
government agencies, 
captains of industry, 
and diplomatic missions 
to explore internship 
and employment op-
portunities,” Nwokoma 
said.

AUN traditionally 
offers its graduating se-
niors and graduates the 
opportunity to display 
their industry-readiness 
through regular career 
fairs.  

The University had 
its first career fair in 
Yola before the inaugu-
ral class of 2009 gradu-
ated, and has had one 
every year ever since.

So far, more than 20 
companies and organ-
isations have indicated 
willingness to attend 
this year’s fair.  

Le Gene Quesenberry
Interim President, AUN

L-R: Craig  Bernier - head of compliance, MoneyGram International; Mandy Naidoo, principal compliance officer, Anglophone Africa; Viveka Govender 
- regional relationships manager; David Watts, senior regional compliance officer; Nneka Nwaka - Regional Compliance Officer, Anglophone West 
Africa and Patrick Appiah - Regional Manager, Anglophone West Africa at the Cocktail event hosted by MoneyGram in celebration of Ghana’s 60th 
Independence anniversary at The Rubber Deck, Federal Palace Hotel, VI, Lagos recently.
 

with the plan of train-
ing the caterers on 
how to measure, how 
to cook the food and 
then most importantly 
for them to be sensi-
tised that we have to 
buy certain things for 

them. Bello said money 
would be borrowed to 
buy the things in bulk. 
“We have to spell it out 
that we are looking for 
things like crayfish, 
yams, and sweet pota-
toes etc to buy so that 

A cross section of pupils in the classroom



News
US Consulate, ALDF, other security agencies 
strategise to fight human trafficking

T
h e  U n i t e d 
States Con-
sulate in La-
gos State in 
collaboration 

with the Activating the 
Lost Dream Foundation 
(ALDF) and major se-
curity agencies in the 
country have unveiled 
new strategy to fight 
activities of women and 
child traffickers through 
the borderlines across 
Nigeria. This was the 
highlight of a workshop 
organised in Idiroko Bor-
der, Ogun State, recently 
to sensitise the public 
on the need for their ac-
tive participation in the 
crusade.

The workshop, spon-
sored by the US Consul-
ate was an initiative of 
ALDF and the Sensitise 
Educate and Empower 
(SEE) Project. It was put 
together in commemo-
ration of the 2017 World 
Women Day. The event 
was attended by officers 
of the Nigeria Customs 
Service, Nigeria Immi-
gration, Nigeria Police 
Force, Nigeria Prison 
Service and Nigeria Se-
curity and Civil Defence, 
Olori Oniko of Ikoland 
and inhabitants of the 
borderline communities. 

The theme of the 
symposium was ‘’To-
gether against Human 
Trafficking’’. According 

and girls are not edu-
cated enough, adding 
that joblessness was also 
a contributory factor. 
She advised that these 
vulnerable people need 
to be given adequate 
orientation and empow-
ered to be able to think 
independently to cope 
with life.

She urged Nigerian 
parents to live up to the 
expectation of taking 
responsibility by moni-

Olori Olakunle Ojo, of the Ikoland, Idiroko flanked by security officers at the anti-trafficking summit organised by the Lost Dream Foundation, ALDF in 
conjunction with the US Consulate, recently in Idiroko Border, Ogun State.

toring and sensitising 
the girls on the danger 
of being trafficked. She 
also urged the religious 
organisations to limit 
preaching about in-
stant and quick wealth, 
so that the urge and 
desperation to make it 
quick will reduce. Cor-
roborating the position 
of the speaker, Bonny 
Botoku, coordinator of 
SEE Project 2017 and 
the Secretary General 
of the Republic of Be-
nin/Nigeria Integra-
tion, said women and 
child trafficking must 
be completely abol-
ished. He added that 
women and girls living 
within the borderline 
communities are prone 
to being trafficked. He 
urged all the various 
stakeholders to up their 
ante on the need to 
educate and empower 
these vulnerable peo-
ple. He disclosed that 
his organisation has 
made efforts to track 
some people involved 
in child trafficking. 
This according to him 
had worked because 
of the collaboration of 
his organisation with 
the security operatives 
in the border. He also 
called for investment 
in women and the girl 
child as they are the 
future of society. 

Penzaarville Africa 
holds inaugural social 
media conference

D
igital market-
i n g  a g e n c y 
Penzaarville 
Africa has an-

nounced the maiden 
edition of its confer-
ence tagged ‘Handle 
it Africa’ scheduled to 
hold on March 31, 2017 
at the Oriental Hotel, 
Victoria Island, Lagos.

‘Handle it Africa’ 
conference as a plat-
form will help entre-
preneurs and business 
owners understand the 
proper use of social me-
dia as a communication 
tool in yielding desired 
output. Themed ‘So-
cial Media: Language 
of Expression’, the con-
ference is expected to 
bring together brands, 
organizations and pop-
culture influencers.

“Over the years, we 
have looked for ave-
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to Fafunmi Odunowo, 
director of ALDF, the 
goal of the foundation 
is to get people in the 
community sensitise on 
major issue like human 
trafficking especially 
in Idiroko, which is the 
borderline community.

This was the reason 
the foundation adopted 
the World Women Day 
programme to lecture 
girls and women on hu-
man trafficking, educat-

ing them on their rights 
and broadly how they 
can prevent themselves 
from being trafficked.

Fafunmi further 
added that her founda-
tion had been under-
taking the training of 
some girls and women 
on beads-making, hair-
dressing, catering, and 
computer training. She 
noted that at the end of 
the programme twenty 
(20) committed trainees 

would be selected by the 
United States Consulate 
in Lagos and given funds 
to set up their businesses.

I l o r i  A d e w u n m i 
Grace, Welfare Officer 
of the Nigeria Prison Ser-
vice (Ilaro Prison), who 
was the Chief Speaker 
at the event, attributed 
the causes of human 
trafficking to ignorance 
and poverty, said human 
trafficking continues 
because most women 

ASCETA provost reads riot act to students

P
hilip Nto, pro-
vost  of  Abia 
State College 
of Education 

(Technical ), Arochuk-
wu, Abia State has 
charged matriculating 
students of the institu-
tion to shun cultism and 
other anti-social vices 
as anybody caught in-
dulging in either cult-
ism or examination will 
not only be expelled 
but handed over to the 
police for prosecution.

Nto, who gave the 
charge during the 10th 
matriculation ceremo-
ny of the College and 
formal installation of 
Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu as the Visitor 
of the College, urged 
the students to make 
the governor and Abia 
great again by excelling 

in their studies.
“Without a formal 

education, your op-
portunities in life are 
limited. Be grateful to 
your parents for send-
ing you to school. As 
you look at our gover-
nor today, he was once 
like you. You can also 
be like him in future. 
Your destiny is in your 
hands,” said Nto.

The Provost during 
the ceremony hinted 
that the management 
of  the c ollege was 
streamlining the satel-
lite campuses to curb 
the abuses that were 
prevalent before they 
came on board.

“The aim is to stan-
dardise our academic 
standard and ensure 
that anyb o dy who 
holds the certificate 
issued by ASCETA can 
defend it,” noted the 
Provost.

He pledged to make 
the College one of the 
best colleges of Edu-
cation in the country 
adding that this could 
be made possible if the 
college has a highly 
motivated staff and 
requested that the staff 
should be taken care of.

The provost revealed 
that the college had 
keyed into the Educa-
tion for Employment 
Programme of Gov-
ernor I kp eazu and 
also within one made 
ASCETA the hub of 
technological skill ac-
quisition through the 
introduction of inno-
vative programmes to 
assist people.

“We have also af-
filiated the college to 
Michael Okpara Uni-
versity of Agriculture, 
Umudike for the pur-
pose of award of de-
grees after a four year 

UDOKA AGWU, UMUA-

nues that people with 
common interests can 
meet to share innova-
tive ideas on the fu-
ture of social media 
that is why we created 
‘Handle it Africa’,” said 
Olufemi Oguntamu, 
CEO of Penzaarville 
Africa, on the purpose 
of the conference.

“The conference will 
bridge the gap between 
innovation, commu-
nication and develop-
ment, hence facilitating 
the growth of industry 
at large,” he said.

A segment of the 
conference will fea-
ture a panel discussion 
with some of the most 
respected industry key 
players as panellists. 
Meanwhile, registra-
tion is free and avail-
able on handleitafrica 
website. 

straight programme. 
We are still maintain-
ing our existing ties 
with Abia state Univer-
sity, Uturu,” said Nto.

The Chairman of 
the Governing Coun-
cil, Ndidi Okereke in 
his speech said that the 
management of the col-
lege had already com-
menced the transfor-
mation process through 
the reclamation of en-
vironment, rebuilding 
of infrastructure and 
reorientation of staff.

He said the greatest 
achievement so far re-
corded was the coming 
back of TETFUND to 
ASCETA.

The Chairman of the 
Council disclosed that 
before the arrival of the 
present management, 
ASCETA had not been 
accessing TETFUND 
for three years run-
ning.



News
Abia rehabilitates Bende-Ohafia FG road

A
bia State 
g o v e r n -
ment has 
resolved to 
undertake 

palliative work on the 
Isieke-Ibeku to Bende 
axis of the Bende-Oha-
fia-Arochukwu federal 
road to alleviate the suf-
ferings of the people.

The palliative work 
according to Abia Gov-
ernor, Okezie Ikpeazu 
would cover the first 
five kilometers of the 
road.

Governor Ikpeazu, 
who was sp eaking 
when he received at 
the Government House, 
Umuahia, the newly 
elected executives of 
the Ibeku Egwu Asaa 
Development Asso-
ciation led by Emeka 
Enyiazu,   the president 
general, also directed 
the secretary to the 
state Government, Eme 
Okoro to instruct state 
Ministry of Public Utili-
ties to assess the cost of 
resuscitating the long 
abandoned Ugba Ibeku 

Regional water scheme.
H e  a n n o u n c e d 

that four transform-
ers would be given to 
the community to im-
prove electricity and 
promised to look into 
the Umuagu-Emede- 
Amaoforo erosion site 
and Umuchime River 
Bridge for attention.

The governor appre-
ciated Ibeku people for 
supporting his admin-
istration and called on 
the Association to work 
closely with the gov-
ernment and to give all 
Ibeku people a sense of 
belonging.

In his speech, the 
president General of 
Ibeku Egwu Asaa De-
velopment Association, 
Emeka Enyiazu appre-
ciated the giant strides 
of the Governor so far 
in spite of the economic 
down turn and series of 
litigations against him 
and thanked him for 
fixing some bad roads in 
the community includ-
ing the Ukome, Ossah 
and Aba Roads among 
others as well as well as 
appointing their sons 
and daughters in his 

government.
Also, the chairman, 

Ibeku Traditional Rul-
ers Council,  Henry 
Ezekwem who assured 
the Governor of the 

EMELAM UDO, UMUAHIA.
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Health ministry...

Ben Ayade,(m)  governor of Cross River State in the Company of Aliko Dangote, president, Dangote Group, and Ronald Chagoury,  chairman, Eko 
Atlantic Group at the commisioning of  Skipper Eye-Q Skipper Speciality Eye  Hospital in Lagos 

support of Ibeku peo-
ple at all times told the 
Governor that Enyiazu 
was the legitimately 
elected president Gen-
eral of Ibeku Egwu Asaa 

and advised him to deal 
with him and not any 
other person parading 
himself as the president 
General.

According to him, 11 

out of the 13 traditional 
rulers in Ibeku land 
voted for him even as 
he enjoyed the support 
of majority of Ibeku 
people.

Niger Delta spiritual fathers rise in 
defence of Johnson Suleiman

T
he Niger Delta 
B i s h o p s  a n d 
Ministers Fo-
rum (aka United 

Bishops & Eminent Cler-
ics Initiative), has risen 
in defence of the embat-
tled cleric and founder 
of Omega Fire Ministry 
(OFM), the apostle, John-
son Suleiman, the man 
who is known for signs 
and wonders who is 
under image affliction.

In a press conference 
in Port Harcourt, Rivers 
State, the president of 
the forum, Julius Edi-
we, flanked by other 
bishops including the 
Secretary-General, John 
Peter,

National Treasurer, 
Christabell Benjamin, 
Finance boss (Favour) 
and the co-pastor of 
Overcomers Interna-
tional Christian Centre, 
Joy Azaka, the bishops 
said spiritual fathers in 
the Niger Delta can no 
longer fold their hands 
and watch Suleiman 
being ruined.

The bishop-presi-
dent said the more than 
10,000 members cannot 
sit and watch anymore 
but to openly protest 
against what he termed 
the orchestrated ma-
ligning of a true man 
of God.

He said: “This is de-

liberate propaganda tar-
geted at his image and to 
distract him. So, spiritual 
fathers like us cannot 
sit and watch our own 
being destroyed. We 
cannot permit a girl to 
spoil the work of God. 
Suleiman is defender of 
the Christian family in 
Nigeria. This campaign 
is in error; who is judge 
unto men?”

Continuing, Ediwe 
said: “We totally con-
demn it. We say, leave 
Suleiman alone to con-
tinue to do his father’s 
work. We love what he 
is doing, he has made us 
proud. We command 
you, run away from this 
evil plot, else, the wrath 
of God will descend. 
Over 10,000 bishops 
and ministers of God 
have resolved on this; 
‘touch not my anointed 
and do my prophet no 
harm”.

He urged the Chris-
tian family to rise up and 
condemn this; the Mus-
lim brothers should also 
speak up against this. 
“This is an abomination, 
and even our fathers 
should rise up now and 
condemn this because 
tomorrow it can be any 
other person. Let this 
girl in question plead for 
forgiveness, now.”

Answering questions 
from pressmen, the bish-
op said it looks politically 
motivated. 

IgNAtIUS CHUkwU
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International Food Safety 
regulators and used in 
many food and bever-
age products around the 
world.

This clarification be-
came necessary follow-
ing the recent court judg-
ment on the case filed 
by Fijabi Holdings and 
another versus NBC and 
National Agency for Food 
and Drug Administration 
and Control (NAFDAC), 
both joined as a nominal 
party.

An Igbosere High 
Court had ordered NAF-
DAC to order NBC to 
issue a mandatory warn-
ing on its Fanta and Sprite 
products stating that the 
contents should not be 
taken with Vitamin C in 
order to avoid poisoning.

But the ministry, after 
a meeting of its Depart-
ment of Food and Drug 
Services, NAFDAC, and 
Standards Organisation 
of Nigeria (SON) sum-
moned by the Minister 
of Health to address the 
related issues, clarified 
that Coca-Cola products 
manufactured in Nigeria 
are safe for consumption.

On whether the levels 
of additives introduced in 
the drinks as preserva-
tives are within specifi-
cation, the ministry said 
that Codex Alimenta-
rius Commission (CAC) 
is the organ established 
by Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO) and 
World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) to set inter-
nationally recognized 
standards, codes of prac-
tice, guidelines relating 
to foods, food production, 
and food safety.

It said each country 
or region is permitted 
to adapt a standard/
limit of Codex based on 
country-specific scien-
tific evidence such as en-
vironmental, storage and 
distribution conditions.

In the case of Ben-
zoic acid, which it said 
prevents the growth of 
microorganisms which 
thrive more at higher cli-
matic temperatures like 
in Nigeria, the ministry 
said the standard set by 
Codex was 600mg/kg 
until recently reviewed 
to 250mg/kg and adopted 
in 2016 (CODEX STAN 
192–1995 revised 2015 
and 2016).

With reference to 
the Codex standard and 
other relevant docu-
ments, it said the SON 
as the standard setting 
body in Nigeria in con-
sultation with techni-
cal experts and relevant 
stakeholders elaborated 
the standard of Benzoic 
acid in soft drinks to be 
at 250mg/kg based on 
the national climatic and 
storage conditions and 
that this standard has 
been in existence since 

1997 and revised in 2008 
(NIS 217:2008).

The ministry further 
said the levels of Benzoic 
acid in Fanta (1 batch) and 
Sprite (2 batches) pre-
sented by the claimant in 
the court are 188.64mg/
kg, 201.06mg/kg and 
161.5mg/kg, respectively, 
adding that these levels 
are in compliance with 
both the Codex and Nige-
ria Industrial Standards.

It said risk assessment 
was conducted to ascer-
tain maximum limits of 
food additives acceptable 
in foods, which took into 
consideration the envi-
ronmental, storage and 
distribution conditions 
as well as the shelf life of 
food products.

NAFDAC and SON, 
the ministry said, regular-
ly monitor the manufac-
turing practices of food 
industries and conduct 
laboratory analysis to as-
certain continuous com-
pliance with required 
national standards, and 
that a routine inspection 
was conducted at NBC 
by NAFDAC officers in 
December 2016 which 
was satisfactory.

The statement from 
the Health ministry also 
clarified the difference 
between the standard of 
Fanta and Sprite in Nige-
ria and United Kingdom. 
Due to the different en-
vironmental conditions 

obtainable in the UK, 
it said, the standard for 
Benzoic acid was set at a 
lower limit of 150mg/kg 
while in Nigeria it was 
set at 250mg/kg, even 
below that of Codex (as 
at time of production of 
that batch, Codex limit 
was 600mgkg), and food 
products being imported 
into a country must com-
ply with the relevant 
standards of the destina-
tion country.

The statement also 
revealed that NAFDAC 
has processes in place 
to ensure products im-
ported into the country 
are evaluated to ascer-
tain compliance with 
required Nigeria Indus-
trial Standards, adding 
that “the claimant did 
not obtain NAFDAC cer-
tification before export, 
otherwise he would have 
been advised on the re-
quired standard of the 
destination country”.

“In view of the above, 
we would like to advise 
all Nigerians to take 
medicines with potable 
water. This would help 
to prevent unexpected 
drug-food interactions,” 
the ministry said in the 
statement.

“For the benefit of the 
health of all Nigerians, 
all bottling companies 
are encouraged to insert 
advisory warnings on all 
products as necessary,” 
it said. 



Twice rejected: The travail 
of an anti-corruption czar

W
h e n  t h e 
scuffle be-
tween the 
P re s i d e n -
cy and the 

Senate first started some-
time in January this year 
over Ibrahim Magu’s confir-
mation as substantive chair 
of  th e  Ec on om i c  a n d  F i -
nancial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC), some Nigerians were 
of the view that President 
Muhammadu Buhari may 
have lost executive powers 
to the Department of State 
Security (DSS).

P r e s i d e n t  B u h a r i  h a d 
eight months ago written to 
the Senate seeking approval 
of Magu’s appointment as 
the substantive chairman 
of EFCC. Magu has been in 
the position in acting capac-
ity since November 11, 2015 
fol lowing the expiration 
of  the tenure of  Ibrahim 
Lamorde.  But  the Senate 
had rejected Magu, citing 
“security report” by the DSS, 
which revealed that Magu 
lives in a property allegedly 
bought for him by a corrupt 
businessman.

President Buhari ,  who 
returned to the country re-
cently after about 50 days 
of  me dical  leave in Lon -
don, wrote another letter to 
the Senate in mid-January 
asking it to confirm Magu. 
The President in the letter 
cleared Magu of any wrong-
doing, basing his stand on 
the report by Attorney Gen-
eral of the Federation.

But in another dramatic 
move just last Wednesday, 
the Senate again roundly 
rejected Magu who had ap-
peared before it for his con-
firmation hearing during 
which Dino Melaye (Kogi 
West) raised the issue of the 
DSS report dated March 14.  

Reading from the report, 
Melaye said in light of its 
content, “Magu has failed 
the integrity test and will 
eventually constitute a li-
ability to the anti-corruption 
stand of the current govern-
ment”.

But Magu in his defence 
t o l d  t h e  l aw m a ke r s  t h at 
the DSS never invited him 
t o  d e f e n d  h i m s e l f  b a s e d 
on the allegations levelled 
against him. He said his of-
ficial residence at Maitama, 
Abuja was rented for him 
by the FCT authorities for 

ease of his work, following 
intervention of an undis-
closed senior official in the 
Presidency.

Senate President Bukola 
Saraki then put Magu’s con-
firmation to a voice vote and 
majority of the lawmakers 
said ‘Nay’ to his confirma-
tion and the Senate therefore 
rejected it. Saraki then said 
it would be inappropriate for 
Magu to continue in acting 
capacity and advis e d the 
Presidency to seek for his 
replacement.

Magu’s   nomination as 
the substantive chairman of 
EFCC is in line with Section 
2(1) (a) of the EFCC Act which 
states that “The commission 
shall consist of the following 
members – (a) a chairman 
who shall (i )  be the Chief 
Executive and Accounting 
Officer of the commission; 
(ii) be a serving or retired 
member of any government 
security or law enforcement 
agency not below the rank 
of Assistant Commissioner 
of Police or equivalent; and 
(iii) possess not less than 15 
years cognate experience.”

D eb o Adeniran, exe cu-
tive chairman, Centre for 
Anti-Corruption and Open 
Leadership (CACOL),  told 
BDSUNDAY that it was rath-
er unfortunate that Magu, 
who has performed so mar-

vellously well within the 
very short p erio d he has 
been acting, had to be given 
this ‘Ides of March’ treat-
ment by a pack of people 
who are apparently incur-
ably corrupt.

“It is a tragedy that these 
elements have been able to 
use the country’s hallowed 
chambers to frustrate the 
appointment of a man who 
has re c orde d more land-
mark achievements in the 
anti-corruption drive than 
even his predecessors. They 
have just practically used 
the legislative arm and its 
sanctity in the bid to shield 
thems elves from judicial 
consequences of their cor-
rupt ways,” he said.

“When the dilly-dallying 
and acrobatics over Magu’s 
c o n f i r m at i o n  b e g a n ,  w e 
had said the Senate would 
brazenly utilize different 
crooked means of causing 
confusion to achieve the bid 
to shield themselves from 
scrutiny because some of 
them are lords of corruption. 
Majority of the senators lack 
more in integrity than the 
man they are persecuting 
today over their perverted 
kind of integrity,” he added.

In August 2008, Magu was 
accused of illegally keeping 
case files of top politicians 
being investigated by the 
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commission until he was ap-
pointed to succeed Lamorde.

Magu officially took over 
as acting chairman of the 
commission on November 11, 
2015 and during the handing-
over ceremony at the com-
mission’s office in Abuja, he 
called on all staff of EFCC to 
get positioned for a greater 
fight against corruption in 
Nigeria.

Magu’s profile
Ibrahim Magu, a Kanuri 

from Borno State, North-East 
Nigeria, attended the Uni-
versity of Maiduguri where 
he obtained a degree in Ac-
countancy. He is a trained 
financial crimes investigator 
with background in forensic 
ac c ounting,  and was als o 
trained at the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) insti-
tute, US, and the London Met-
ropolitan Police Institute, UK.

Magu served as head of 
the EFCC’s Economic Gov-
ernance Unit (EGU) during 
the tenure of Nuhu Ribadu, 
pione er chairman of  the 
commission. He thereafter 
gained public attention when 
he led many high profile in-
vestigations against former 
governors including James 
Ib ori  of D elta State,  who 
was c onvicte d for money 
laundering in the UK, and 
Bukola Saraki as Kwara State 
governor in the case of the 
collapse of Societe Generale 
Bank of Nigeria.

Magu was one of the early 
recruits into the EFCC by 
Nuhu Ribadu. He is seen by 
peers as an incorruptible and 
courageous officer, which 
was why he was made the 
head of theEGU of the anti-
graft agency. The EGU unit is 
in charge of investigations of 
senior public officials.

He also reportedly worked 
with Ribadu to jail his broth-
er-in-law Shettima Bulama, 
who was a former Bank of 
the North chief. Bulama was 
later pardoned by former 
President Goodluck Jona-
than.

M a g u  i s  a  m e mb e r  o f 
the investigative commit-
te e c onvene d by Babaga-
n a  M o n gu n o ,  i n c u mb e n t 
National Security Adviser 
(NSA), on the orders of Pres-
ident Buhari to probe the 
procurement of arms in the 
Arme d Forc es from 2007 
till date.

Magu, an Assistant Com-
missioner of Police, is also a 
member of the Presidential 
A dv i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  o n 
Anti-Corruption.

commission. His house in 
Abuja was searched and his 
property allegedly carted 
away by operatives of the 
EFCC.

He was subsequently re-
deployed to the police af-
ter days of detention with 
nothing incriminating found 
against him, but was later 
suspended from the police 
and had to go without sala-
ries for several months.

Following his appointment 
as chairman of the EFCC in 
2011, Ibrahim Lamorde made 
the return of Magu to the 
EFCC a top priority. Both men 
had worked together at the 
commission when Lamorde 
served as head of operations 
of the agency.

In a letter written to the 
Inspector General of Police 
(IGP) on March 19, 2012 and 
titled “Re: Postings/Transfer 
and Secondments of Police 
Officers to the EFCC”, Lamor-
de put Magu as top on the list 
of police officers he wanted 
to be deployed to the EFCC.

But when the police boss 
was to confirm the deploy-
ment of the officers, Magu’s 
name was c onspicuously 
absent.

Following ex-President 
Goodluck Jonathan’s inter-
vention, however, Magu was 
releas e d to the EFCC and 
remained a top official of the 

Saraki Magu
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sengers, the airline will make 
a sum of N1.9million, far below 
its operating cost of N3.2million.

In the same vein, if an airline 
charges N20,000 on an aircraft 
with seat capacity of 120, it in-
dicates that the airline will be 
making a sum of N2.4million.

To make good returns on 
investment, experts say airlines 
ought to charge nothing less 
than N35,000 to N40,000 for 
a one-way flight on domestic 
routes. At a cost of N40,000 per 
ticket, the airlines will realise 
N4.8million for a one-way 
flight on a domestic route.  

However,  businessmen 
and helicopter operators have 
heaved a sigh of relief after 
the National Security Advis-
er (NSA) lifted the restriction 
on helicopter shuttle services 
between Abuja and Kaduna 
which was imposed in the wake 
of the closure of the Nnamdi 

O
ver one week after 
the closure of the 
Nnamdi Azikiwe 
International Air-
port, Abuja for 

major repairs on its runway, 
Kaduna Airport, the alternate 
airport chosen by the Federal 
Government for diversion of 
flights, as expected, is seeing in-
creasing traffic. However, there 
have been some challenges.

Domestic airlines, which 
have increased frequencies 
to Kaduna since the closure 
of the Abuja Airport with the 
expectation that the outflow of 
passengers from international 
airlines who have refused to ply 
the route, will patronise them, 
may have hit the brick.

So far, domestic airlines 
which have an average seat 
capacity of 150 have been air-
lifting an average of 100 pas-
sengers on each flight which is 
far below what they recorded 
on the Lagos-Abuja route.

A domestic airline operator 
who spoke with BDSUNDAY 
at the weekend said he hoped 
things get better than they are 
presently, else they may be 
forced to reduce frequency on 
that route to ply other lucrative 
routes.

As a confirmation to this de-
velopment, BDSUNDAY checks 
showed that desperation for 
cash flow is forcing airlines to 
charge below cost of operations 
on the Lagos-Kaduna route, as 
passengers who are plying this 
route may be doing so for busi-
ness reasons only.

In a bid to compete for that 
route and seek patronage from 
overflow of passengers on for-
eign airlines, domestic airlines 
are beginning to charge tick-
et fare as low as N16,000 to 
N22,000.  

“I expected domestic airlines 
to charge as high as N40,000 or 
even N50,000 as they do during 
peak periods, especially consid-
ering the outflow of passengers 
from international airlines who 
have refused to ply the Kaduna 
route, but the reverse is the case, 

as the fares are relatively low,” 
Kunle Olusanya, a passenger 
told BDSUNDAY at the Lagos 
Murtala Mohammed Airport, 
terminal two.

Olusanya explained that the 
price slash for airlines could be 
a way to lure passengers who 
may not have loved to go to 
Kaduna Airport or a way the 
airlines could make passengers 
continue to patronise their 
airlines, considering the fact 
that Kaduna is a relatively new 
market for many passengers 
and the safer and efficient an 
airline appears to be, the more 
patronage they get.

Gabriel Olowo, executive 
director, defunct Bellview Air-
lines Limited and president 
of the Aviation Safety Round 
Table Initiative, (ART), told 
BDSUNDAY that for any airline 
to charge as low as N16,000 at 
a time when foreign exchange 

has skyrocketed and passenger 
traffic has dropped, only shows 
desperation for cash flow.

BDSUNDAY checks show 
that it costs an average aircraft 
over $7000 to operate a one 
hour flight. These operating 
costs include pilot allowance, 
aviation fuel cost, parking and 
landing fees, crew allowance, 

catering services, government 
charges, amongst others. The 
aircraft has an average of 120 
passengers.

With a cost N460 to a dollar, 
airlines will pay an average 
of N3.2million for a one hour 
trip. If airlines charge a sum 
of N16,000 per passenger on 
an aircraft capacity of 120pas-

IFEOMA OKEKE

“I expected domestic airlines to 
charge as high as N40,000 or even 

N50,000 as they do during peak pe-
riods, especially considering the out-

flow of passengers from international 
airlines who have refused to ply the 
Kaduna route, but the reverse is the 
case, as the fares are relatively low”
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Azikiwe International Airport.
It will be recalled that the 

NSA’s office had cited security 
considerations for the restric-
tion on the shuttles, but Hadi 
Sirika, the Minister of State for 
Aviation, had promised to take 
up the matter with the office for 
a workable arrangement.

Meanwhile, the bus shuttles 
and the train services have con-
tinued to enjoy the patronage of 
air passengers who have been 
commending the government 
arrangements to minimise the 
inconvenience caused by the 
closure of the Abuja airport.

However, it appears that the 
claim by the Federal Airports 
Authority of Nigeria (FAAN) 
that the airport is 90percent 
ready for operation is not in 
tandem with the reality on 
ground as there is still enor-
mous work to be done at the 
Kaduna Airport.

As at the time of filing this re-
port, engineers were still work-
ing on the furniture and fittings. 
The arrival and the departure 
areas, which are supposed to be 
linked with what is supposed 
to be a ‘free flow passage’ is yet 

that it had fully calibrated the 
navigational aids, saying that it 
takes a lot of processes and time 
to fully calibrate a functional 
airport.

Again, BDSUNDAY gathered 
that the challenges being faced 
by passengers are being com-
pounded by the absence of au-
tomated teller machines (ATM) 
within the airport premises. 
This has made it difficult for 
passengers to meet transactions 
that demand cash payment.

logistics for Federal Govern-
ment agencies to include: Nige-
rian Railway Corporation (NRC) 
N100million, Federal Roads 
Safety Corps (FRSC) N237mil-
lion, Nigeria Police N358mil-
lion, Nigeria Security and Civil 
Defence Corps (NSCDC) 325mil-
lion, Nigeria Immigration Ser-
vice N29million and Ministry 
of Transportation N84million.

He said that the runway 
repairs would cost N5.8billion.

Passengers, who go through 

the Kaduna road are still skep-
tical about their security and 
have asked the government 
to step up security measures 
and checks from the Kaduna 
Airport to Abuja.

After Ethiopian airline took 
the bold step of fly into Kaduna, 
all other foreign airlines operat-
ing in Nigeria are bent on not 
going to Kaduna, despite the pa-
tronage Ethiopian airline seems 
to be getting on that route as the 
only foreign airline operating 
into Kaduna.

Foreign airlines continue to 
list security issues and logis-
tic challenges for not plying 
Kaduna route and not code-
sharing with domestic airlines 
to pick passengers from Lagos 
to Kaduna.

A passenger, who identified 
himself at Steve, told BDSUN-
DAY that even till now, the 
foreign airlines have been ben-
efiting from Nigeria by way of 
Bi-lateral Air Service agree-
ments and it will be unfair not 
to look for best alternatives that 
will be convenient for their 
passengers.

“If the airlines decide to drop 
off passengers in Lagos and not 
make provisions for them to 
Kaduna, that means they do not 
have the interest of passengers 
at heart. Foreign airlines have 
benefitted from Nigerians by 
way of bi-lateral operations, it 
is time for them to give back,” 
Steve added.

“For operational reasons 
we are not flying to Kaduna. 
We intend to drop passengers 
off at Lagos, after which they 
can take another flight of their 
choice to wherever they are 
going to.

“We are not going to have 
any form of code sharing and 

we do not intend to have any 
partnership with domestic air-
lines. We do not have enough 
time to start a partnership with 
domestic airlines, we need to 
agree and look at the techni-
calities,” Hakeem Jimoh, media 
consultant, Lufthansa Airline 
told BDSUNDAY.

International airlines oper-
ate six daily flights into Abuja, 
which include Lufthansa, Brit-
ish Airways, Air France KLM, 
Turkish Airline, Egypt Airline 
and South African Airline. 
With an average of 120 pas-
sengers on each aircraft, for-
eign airline that ply to Abuja 
airlifts 720 passengers daily. 
Each passenger will pay an 
extra N30,000 from Lagos to 
Kaduna with the refusal of 
foreign airlines to  patronise 
Kaduna Airport, BDSUNDAY’s 
checks show.

This implies that on a daily 
basis, passengers will pay a sum 
of N54million to N74million 
on the Lagos-Kaduna routes. 
During the six weeks period 
the airport will be shut down, 
passengers would have spent 
between N2.268billion and 
N3.108billion.
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Sirika

to be constructed. Some inner 
parts of the terminal, espe-
cially areas for concessionaires 
were still being constructed. 
The toilets are still not ready 
as electrical works are still on-
going, a situation that could be 
discomforting for passengers.

The runway has been ex-
panded in both its length and 
width in a bid to accommodate 
the number of flights expected 
at the airport. Safety critical 
equipment and facilities have 

also been provided at the run-
way.

Experts in the field have 
also picked holes in the claim 
made by the Nigerian Airspace 
Management Agency (NAMA) 

The six-week relocation of 
the Abuja Airport to Kaduna 
Airport will cost the Federal 
Government N1.134billion.

Giving the breakdown, Siri-
ka gave the cost implication of 



Made-in-Aba campaign to remain in 
front burner of our activities - Ikpeazu

M
ay  we  k n ow 
about your ad-
ministration’s 
commitment to 
the Aba Urban 

Renewal project?
People have wondered why 

we have perennial traffic jam 
at Aba Sports Club section of 
Aba-Owerri road. So, when we 
came in, we decided to ask the 
fundamental question, why that 
section of the road remains bad, 
even after rehabilitation. And 
we discovered that the storm 
water channel that takes flood 
water from that section of the 
road to a manhole at Tonimas 
filling station has been blocked.

The cost of asphalting that 
section of the road, which is 
about 200 meters long, is not 
as huge as the cost of doing the 
drainage. But we had to do that 
drainage; because that is the 
only way to ensure that we do 
not return to that spot in the 
next two to three years.

This is the same story at the 
Abayi section of Aba-Owerri 
road. The drainage is blocked 
and we have been battling to 
open it up. And each time, I 
drive pass that place- Ngwa High 
School- I ask a question, what is 
fundamentally wrong with this 
place? And the answer is that 
the road was designed in a way 
that storm water will go through 
Ngwa High School gate into the 
wet land, just before the school 
field.

So, when the military came, 
they blocked the openings. And 
I did not feel that design is good 
and I decided to tackle it. And so 
that drainage is almost 6 kilome-
ters long and where we found 
where to connect it to Waterside 
is opposite Rhema University.

So, the rigor and the hard 
work we deployed to the job that 
we do, tells a story of the mindset 
of this government. This is my 
city and I know that whatever 
I am unable to do properly, will 
never be done by anybody. This 
same story can be replicated in 
Ife-Obara pond and Faulks road.

Why did you choose Setraco 
for the rehabilitation of Faulks 
road and the reclamation of Ife-
Obara pond?

In the first place my choice for 
Setraco Construction Company 
is because the former contrac-
tor deployed for the job, did not 
have answer to the reclamation 
of Ife-Obara pond. The site en-
gineer for that project is from 
Netherlands. Those of you, who 
know history, know that Dutch 
people are good in storm water 
management.  And that is why 

bad sections of Aba-Ikot-Ekpene 
road.

And there is another road 
from Ekwerazu into Akwa-
Ibom. But it is not a major high-
way, but it is road that can take 
people from Akwa-Ibom into 
Obingwa and to Aba.

There are two other roads 
that are equally important to us 
as a Government-Ohanku and 
Obohia roads.  Those two roads 
featured prominently in our 
campaign and we have not been 
able to rehabilitate those roads 
for two reasons-the first reason 
is that, while we are waiting for 
the African Development Bank 
(ADB) to come with their loan, 
which they promised us, and 
which we are working hard to 
secure, through our consultants 
and we are only hoping and 
praying that it will materialise 
soon.

However, that road is so im-
portant to me that if we fail to 
secure that loan, we will think of 
what to do to make sure that we 
open it up. It is not a road that we 
can easily abandon for reasons 
that it is a federal road.

But, Ohanku and Obohia 
roads are under contract. And 
a lot of people don’t like to hear 
that. But those people, who don’t 
want to hear about it, are likely 
ignorant or they have allowed 
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we have designed that road and 
incorporated some pumping de-
vices that can pump water from 
an overflowing Ife-Obara. Once 
again we are in the top plan-
drainage plan, road plan, end to 
end, nothing is left to chance.

Some people say that you are 
laying much emphasis on Aba 
to increase IGR. Why is it so?

People have failed to under-
score the emphasis on Aba. Yes, 
many will say that Aba is sup-
posed to yield revenue (IGR), so, 
if we do Aba very well, we may 
get enough IGR to fund develop-
ments in other places. Yes, that is 
true, looking at it on the surface.

But, the focus of this adminis-
tration is on five pillars of devel-
opment- agriculture, trade and 
commerce, small and medium 
enterprises scheme, education 

and oil and gas. But SME is huge 
and that should be our num-
ber one priority, followed by 
agriculture and then trade and 
commerce.

The reason why we decided 
to prioritise SME is that it has ca-
pacity to employ people and take 
our youths out of the streets. 
And if that is true, there is need 
therefore, to do the roads around 
it, because it is the roads that will 
take personnel and goods from 
one place to the other. And two 
kinds of roads are instructive 
here-internal roads and intercity 
roads. Internal roads are the ones 
that lead to major clusters and 
markets. Roads that give access 
to the city-including Port-Har-
court road, which is unattended 
to, Aba-Ikot-Ekpene road and 
Aba-Owerri road.

We are currently working on 
Aba-Owerri road. And on Ikot 
Ekpene road, I visited the road 
with the Minister of Works, 
Babatunde Fashola and work 
has started on some sections and 
the minister has promised that 
he would open up Opobo road 
junction to Ohanze, before the 
end of March, this year.

And in the alternative, we 
didn’t want to wait for the Fed-
eral Government to complete 
that road and so, we decided to 
do an alternative 7.4 kilometer 
road, cutting across Ururuka 
road to Onitsha Ngwa. Despite 
the fact that it is still under 
construction that road will yield 
you just 1hr-30 minutes to Uyo, 
Akwa Ibom State. It is also faster 
to travel by that road. That road 
is my alternative, to boycott the 

Okezie Ikpeazu

Governor Okezie Ikpeazu of Abia State, recently had an interactive session with Aba-based correspondents, where 
he explained the reasons behind the Aba urban renewal project and the commitment of his administration towards 
creating a better Abia. GODFREY OFURUM was there for BDSUNDAY. Excerpt:

This is the same story at the Abayi section of Aba-Owerri road. The drainage 
is blocked and we have been battling to open it up. And each time, I drive pass 
that place- Ngwa High School- I ask a question, what is fundamentally wrong 
with this place? And the answer is that the road was designed in a way that 
storm water will go through Ngwa High School gate into the wet land, just 

before the school field.  So, when the military came, they blocked the 
openings. And I did not feel that design is good and I decided to tackle it.
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One of roads constructed and commissioned by Ikpeazu in Aba

Ohanku and Obo-
hia roads are under 

contract. And a lot of 
people don’t like to hear 
that. But those people, 

who don’t want to 
hear about it, are likely 
ignorant or they have 
allowed their desire to 
criticise Government 

without knowing what 
is on ground

their desire to criticise Govern-
ment without knowing what is 
on ground.

You people know that every 
arm of Government has guide-
lines and rules, through which 
it engages the other arms of 
Government. Even within Abia 
State, since we have elected 
Chairmen now, there are strict 
rules through which State Gov-
ernment can engage Local Gov-
ernments.

You can’t just move into Ahia-
Ohuru tomorrow and say that 
you are a State Government and 
that the market belongs to the 
state. So, for the State to go into a 
Federal Road, you have to go into 
communication with the Federal 
Government and get authority, 
otherwise you could be arrested 
and money you spent cannot be 
refunded and they can even stop 
you through legal means.

So, there are contractors 
there, who the NDDC feel are 
capable of delivering quality 
jobs and that they are able to 
fund them, because NDDC as a 
Government agency also wants 
to have presence in Abia.

Kamalu road in Osisioma, 
where Senator Nkechi Nwogu 
resides, which I built, was un-
der contract with NDDC, but 
we took it up and completed it, 
but NDDC is not happy that we 
did it, because they want to do 
something in the state.

For the first time in 60 years, 
this government is doing a clus-
ter of five roads in Ndi-Egoro 
area, namely Ibere, Emejiaka, 
Ibadan and Aharandu. This is the 
first time in 60 years that people 
in that area will receive that kind 
of attention. One of those roads 
leads to 74 Port Harcourt road, 
which means that somebody can 
access Port Harcourt road from 
Ngwa road.

Consequently, the entire sto-
ry is that as we are doing these 
roads, we are trying to enable 
trade and commerce; we are 
trying to enable SME activities. 
As we are doing these roads 
also, we are putting street lights 
and working on our security 
apparatus.

At the apex of our pyramids 
are these two issues- trade and 
commerce and SME. So, if we 
are doing roads, we are looking 
at these two economic activities. 
As we are trying to improve 
our cities, we are also looking at 
these two activities.

Thirdly, our campaign for 
made-in Abia products is also 
targeted at attracting not only 
the attention of Nigerians to the 
people of Aba, but to make sure 
that business activity is improved.

If the Governor of Abia State 
has consistently branded him-
self made-in-Aba and consis-
tently spoken about it with 
pride, it means that the self-
worth of those that produce 
those things is improved one 
way or the other.

Beyond this, the value chain 
is already expanding. Two corps 
members, serving in Port Har-
court, who schooled in Abia, 
sent me a test message recently 
that they are now vendors of 

Made-in-Aba shoes and sandals 
in Port Harcourt.

So, it has opened a line of trade 
for these young ones and I am 
going to encourage them with 
N250,000 each, to come to Aba 
and buy whatever they find that 
is in demand in Port Harcourt.

We are going to take deliber-
ate steps to popularise made-in-
Aba shoes in Lagos and if pos-
sible take it beyond the shores 
of Nigeria. Our determination 
and zeal to promote this comes 
from our heart. And that is one 
activity that will remain in the 
front burner of activities of this 
administration.

We have taken this campaign 
even to the World Bank. The last 
time I participated in a World 
Bank programme and I had the op-
portunity to speak, I spoke about 
the capacity and capabilities of our 
people to produce things.

What I want is for our jour-
nalists in Aba to first of all see 
themselves as Aba people, be-
cause you owe it as a duty to 
promote and propagate better 
life for your immediate envi-
ronment that can be seen even 
beyond the realm of profes-
sionalism as a corporate social 
responsibility.

There is a close relationship 
between government activ-
ity- integration of our activity 
on the road, integration of our 
activity on security towards 
the economic and creating a 
better life for our people. This 
is effort that is orchestrated and 
contemplated and then we are 
driving towards it, making sure 
that all parts of government are 
going working well.

It is nice to write about the 
roads, it is also good to write the 
narratives, so that everybody 
will see where the vision of 
this administration is focused 

and how we have consistently 
sustained the pressure to drive 
that our vision from point A to 
point B.

I don’t feel bad when you 
people write about the roads 
that we have not done. In fact, 
when I see them it gives me joy 
in the sense that you need to be 
technically aware to understand 
what we are doing in Abia.

What is the place of Ife-
Obara pond in the ongoing Aba 
urban renewal project?

If we recover Ife-Obara pond, 
it will correct all the flooding 
issues in Omuma, Osusu and 
environs.

If you look at the area map 
of the flood issue in Aba, you 
will see a close relationship 
between Osusu, Urata and Ife-
Obara pond. If Ife-Obara pond 
is expanded and we succeed 
in dredging it properly and get 
all the area that belongs to that 

basin, it will answer all the ques-
tions about flooding in Urata 
and Osusu. So, if we succeed, 
we do not need a new plan for 
thorough water management 
in these areas, all we just need 
is to open up the drainages and 
channel them to Ife-Obara pond.      

There is also a connection 
between what you see on Ezi-
ukwu road leading to Cemetery 
and Ife-Obara pond. So these are 
things that people may not see. 
So the first thing we are doing at 
the moment is to create a point 
where storm water from all 
parts of the city can rest within 
Ife-Obara.

And if Ife-Obara is overflow-
ing, we will activate the pumping 
machine to pump water to Wa-
terside that is part of the design 
that Setraco did for us.

And that is why Setraco is key 
in the project and in arranging 
the work plan, Setraco is A.

Whosoever will come on Os-
usu and Urata roads will be B and 
will take a cue from what Setraco 
must have done on Faulks Road.

Whatever things anybody is 
doing in terms of roads in Aba 
and not talk about flood wa-
ter management, storm water 
management and flooding, the 
person is just not serious.

And I am satisfied that with 
the rigor of thoughts and in con-
versations that we hold around 
our projects that we are giving 
our best. And if I have opportu-
nity to do better than what you 
see today, I will.

But the rot that we saw is so 
much in every place you go. If 
you go to the new one we are do-
ing at Etche road right now, you 
will notice that before placed 
asphalt over drainages.

Some drainages were de-
signed by MCC to come in the 
centre of the roads. The depth 

of some of the drainages in the 
centre of  Etche road was about 
9 feet deep, but before this time 
people placed asphalt on them, 
thereby preventing storm water 
from going away.  

And more than 200 houses 
have been abandoned in that 
area. So, for us to do that road, 
our approach is not to overlay, 
but to open up the drainages. 
And as people saw us doing this, 
they have started returning to 
their houses, because they have 
noticed that we have started 
opening up places that they never 
imagined drainages existed.

If things had continued, I’m 
sure that in the next 30 to 40 
years, half of Aba would have 
gone.  But we thank God, may 
be slowly, but consistently, we 
have our eyes on the board and 
we are doing what we think is 
the best for our people under the 
circumstance.

You recently procured com-
munication gadgets for the po-
lice in Abia; why did you do so?

The issue of security within 
the states in the South-East and 
South-South regions of Nige-
ria, as it concerns Abia is in a 
state of dynamic flux, because 
of the porous border between 
Rivers, Abia, Akwa-Ibom and 
Ebonyi. Between Eboinyi and 
Umunochi, the quarry issue has 
created a black spot at some of 
our border areas. Young people 
are now exposed to drugs and 
arms, provided by those who do 
quarry business, as they struggle 
for who owns which portion. Be-
yond that, we changed strategy, 
because the need before Decem-
ber, 2016 was for communication 
gadgets. It cost us N78 million to 
provide communities gadgets for 
the police in Abia. And I don’t 
think any other State in the 
South-East region has the kind 
of sophisticated communication 
device that the State command 
of the Nigeria Police has.

The Abia commander can 
comfortably monitor events 
at Imo River Bridge-border be-
tween Abia and Rivers States. 
And so our entire perimeter can 
be monitored from Abia State. 
And I think that has helped 
them. But now that we have 
procured communication equip-
ment for them we will shift at-
tention to repairing the new ve-
hicles vandalised by hoodlums.

Those vehicles were bought 
six months into our administra-
tion- about 26 in number and 
they were brand new. I wonder 
what I would have done if I didn’t 
buy them then, because some of 
those vehicles that we bought at 
about N3million are now going 
for about N5.5 million.

And so we have a programme 
to start systematic repair of the 
vehicles. There is a strategic police 
outpost, which we are building 
around Good Morning Market 
and if we are able to complete that 
in the next one month we will be 
able to intensify security around 
that area. There is also another 
police establishment we want to 
build around Ohanku road as part 
of our strategy to cut link between 
Ohanku and Aba, which is usually 
an escape route for criminals.  



Politics
Sunday 19  March 2017SUNDAYBD 14 C002D5556

J
ust as expected, the digital 
governor of Cross River State 
has started receiving loud com-
mendation from far and wide 
including former head of state, 

Yakubu Gawon; former secretary 
general of the Commonwealth, Emeka 
Anyaoku; former South West deputy 
national chairman of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), Bode George; 
former special adviser to the President 
on National Assembly Matters, Flor-
ence Ita-Giwa; former governor Donald 
Duke, and a retinue of commissioners, 
Special Advisers, Chairmen of Board, 
commission and agencies under his 
administration.

The governor whose signature 
projects- the Bakassi-seaport and the 
260km super-highway that is meant 
to provide an evacuation corridor for 
the people of the North and their east-
ern brothers making the state to move 
out of the toga of a civil service state 
to an industrial hub- has been able to 
convince the people that his govern-
ment has good intention to make the 
state great again not only in tourism 
potential but also in business. 

The government of Senator Ben 
Ayade within his first 100 days in office 
set in motion a desire to build a cement 
company, a rice city project, a petro-
leum company called (Petrocross) to 
sell and distribute petroleum products.   

He also, within a short period of time, 
initiated moves to build a mega city 
code-named Calavagas in the South-
ern senatorial district- Centicot for the 
Central and Noticot for the Northern 
Senatorial districts. 

The governor had left no one in 
doubt that he has good intention to take 
the state out of the woods in the midst 
of economic recession by appointing so 
many aides into his government. This 
policy has attracted the attention of an 
elder statesman, Yakubu Gowon, in his 
commendation and urged other state 
governors to emulate Ayade on what 
he described as welfarist policy.

“I say well done to Ayade as I will 
want all other governors to follow his 
example by taking care of their civil 
servants because civil servants are the 
custodians of any good work any gov-
ernor or even the president is doing,” 
Gowon said.                           

According to the former head of 
state, “it was because I paid attention 
to civil servants and in return they 
helped  me implement my policies as 
head of state; for Ayade, I say well done 
to him, and I want others to follow his 
example not only by paying attention to 
civil servants, but the welfare and well 

being of the people, let the people be 
the one to say thank you Mr. Governor 
because the gratitude of your people is 
the greatest thing you have”.                 

Also the former secretary general of 
the Commonwealth Emeka Anyaoku 
commended Ayade, saying clearly that 
the governor is one of the best perform-
ing governors in Nigeria today. Ac-
cording to Anyaoku, the governor has 
kept faith by paying salaries regularly 
to workers. He urged other governors 
to emulate Ayade on this. “Ayade is a 
performing governor, I am glad that 
he is being recognised. I will want to 
encourage all the governors to emulate 
him and pay greater attention to the 
management of the resources in their 
states and to set the right priorities by 

developing infrastructure, welfare of 
their workforce and the development 
of greater capacity for their internally 
generated revenue, and also develop 
Agriculture,” he further said.                                                                

In his own commendation, Bode 
George noted that “Ayade is a typical 
intellectual who works and knows at 
the back of his mind way back while he 
was a senator that the centre piece to 
politics is the people and I am so happy 
that he has portrayed that.”

According to George, “Governor 
Ayade has brought his intellectual 
capacity along with his political sa-
gacity into governance of his state 
without tearing down anybody in his 
state; these are the kind of people this 
country needs in the near future. He 

has respect for the people and there is 
no ‘gra-gra’. I will always wish that the 
good Lord will continue to direct him. 
This is not the end; he will finish his 
first four years and another four years 
and he will go to other higher positions.                                                  

Bamanga  Tukur,  a former governor 
and national chairman of PDP, says he 
is proud of Ayade for making the party 
proud. He said when Ayade told him he 
wanted to run for governor “I told him 
you know I am from Cross River State 
so I am looking for the best in you in 
the interest of those who elected you; 
there is no doubt that he is making me 
proud. I was in Calabar a week ago from 
what I saw regarding infrastructure 
and the report I got, I am satisfied; I am 
the father of all of them Ayade should 
continue the good works he is doing”.                        

Back home, Donald Duke, a former 
governor, said Ayade left no one in 
doubt that the time he is through with 
Cross River, the state will not remain 
the same.

“He has defined an agenda that left 
every Cross Riverian breathless. He is 
not satisfied with where the state is at 
the moment and is determined to take 
it to greater heights and make it iconic 
state in the comity of states in Nigeria,” 
Duke said.                     

Senator Florence Ita-Giwa said the 
Award was a clear indication of the gov-
ernor’s faithfulness and commitment to 
better the lot of the people.

“Ayade has shown he is ready to 
make the state a better place, so I am 
not surprised with the award,” Ita-Giwa 
said.

While thanking God for the award, 
the governor said: “Even though the 
award was a recognition of his effort 
at repositioning the state, it does not 
make much meaning, especially when 
my people are still wallowing in lack 
and want. How can I receive an award 
when my people of Bakassi are stateless 
in their own country, this is why I will 
know no rest until they are accorded 
the dignity they deserve as a people. 
However, I receive this award with the 
singular fact it is a further call for me to 
sit up and do more.”

As part of preparations for 2019, the 
opposition party in the state, the All 
progressives Congress (APC) is making 
frantic efforts to lure the governor into 
APC while his own party the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) are leaving no 
stone un-turned to ensure that the gov-
ernor flies their party flag come 2019. 
The development is interesting as the 
award came at the right time for Gov-
ernor Ben Ayade to make a bold choice 
of which platform he is contesting the 
2019 gubernatorial.

How ‘Man of the Year Award’ 
sharpens Ayade’s appetite for 2019

Ben Ayade

“I say well done to Ayade as I will 
want all other governors to follow 
his example by taking care of their 

civil servants because civil servants 
are the custodians of any good work 
any governor or even the president 

is doing,” Gowon said 

The recent award by some media organisations in the country endorsing Governor Ben Ayade of 
Cross River State as the ‘man of the year’ for 2016 has further boosted his chances as well as giving 
him a ‘meal ticket’ for  2019 governorship race in the state, writes MIKE ABANG. 
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E
kiti is on the march again 
and it is, this time, caught in 
a decrepit conundrum. The 
general impression is that its 

present governor has ridden rough-
shod over the land of “Honour and 
Integrity,” seriously battered that it is 
now feeble and frail. So feeble, so frail 
that anyone can take it up from wher-
ever Fayose stops and it won’t make 
much difference. As a Yoruba adage 
would say: “Bi iya nla ba gbe’ni san’le, 
keekeekee a ma gun ori eni.” (Should 
a big mishap befall one, little troubles 
will start taking one for a plaything).

The greatest mistake anyone would 
be making at this point is to suggest 
that the state be given to just anyone 
to manage come 2018. Yes, Ekiti may 
appear too weak and fragile right now 
to attract quality minds, it should not 
be thrown to the dogs. Its journey 
back from Golgotha must be smooth, 
steady and assured. It will however, 
be too stretchy for a short-distant 
runner and too cranky for the faint-
hearted to drive.

Ekiti has been challenged by a 
problem which confines it into a state 
of no retreat, no surrender. Most im-
portantly, 2018 should be its year of 
turnaround and this should be an ex-
clusive function of dyed-in-the-wool 
progressives, with the right strings 
to pull. There are, on one hand, the 
incurable optimists who believe the 
state has actually not lost its shine and 
Fayose is beatable. On the other, are 
the jokers who believe the state has 
suffered so much infraction that it can 
now fall into the hands of anyone, just 
any jester willing to negotiate his/her 
way, to govern.

It was Lord Chesterfield (1694 – 
1773), British statesman and writer, 
who once wrote that “the perfect 
knowledge of history is extremely 
necessary; because, as it informs us 
of what was done by other people, in 
former ages, it also instructs us what 
to do in the like cases. Besides, as it is 
the common subject of conversation, 
it is a shame to be ignorant of it.”

History has it that some group of 
revolutionaries once staked their all to 
rescue the same state from the claws 
of the same clown who was making 
a sucker of it. They became united 
in purpose, set aside their personal 
political ambitions and embraced 
collective struggle. Eventually, they 
were able to liberate the state from the 
shackles of mis-governance.

The dogged fighters ensured that 
nothing was left to chance in lifting 
the state from the cliff end. The fallout 
of the struggle was such that those 
dogged fighters ensured that candi-
dates were presented from common 
front to slug it out for power after the 
liberation. The candidates were prop-
erly scrutinised, or so it seemed then, 
and eventually, both candidates of the 
two leading political parties came out 
of the same revolutionary group. The 
rest, as they say, is history.

 “The perfect knowledge of history is extremely 

necessary; because, as it informs us of what was 

done by other people, informer ages, it also in-

structs us what to do in the like cases. Besides, 

as it is the common subject of conversation, 

it is a shame to be ignorant of it”

Ekiti 2018 not for the 
faint-hearted

SEGUN DIPE

Ayo Fayose

The present governor of Ekiti State 
is a living disruption. He has always 
been. He caused the first great dis-
ruption of the state and today, he is 
gradually decimating the state again. 
Ayo Fayose is a monumental failure. 
He represents the worst description 
of how a state should be governed. 
In the words of E11, a socio-cultural 
group that decided to play the role of 
watchman in the state, “Fayose has 
brought the exalted office down to his 
level, characterised by uncoordinated 
behaviour, shabby appearance and 
disgraceful public conducts.”

Such a description should not be 
ignored. The words were not chosen 
in vain. There are evidences that, 
if given the chance to appoint his 
successor come 2018, Fayose would 
handpick his like and Ekiti will con-
tinue with its free fall. Like can only 

beget like. Fayose today is one-man 
political party in the state. He is the 
PDP and PDP is him. It is thus given 
that anyone who had not won a war 
against this selfsame man cannot just 
wake up now to lead one and 2018 
election should not be the laboratory 
for such experiment. Fayose is like a 
monster that can only be conquered 
by an enigmatic political warrior. This 
is where experience counts.

There are often political factors 
involved in making societies remain 
poor, paramount among which is bad 
government. Governments need to do 
lots of things to encourage develop-
ment. They need to build and main-
tain infrastructure, raise and spend 
finance wisely, on the right projects. 
When governments are inept at man-
aging infrastructure, development is 
impossible. Nobody wants to build a 

factory in a state where the governor 
is either an erratic or a faint-hearted 
person.

On whichever side anyone may 
find him or herself at this point, 
therefore, what sure point is that the 
governance, come 2018, should be a 
serious matter and should neither be 
toyed with nor allowed to fall into 
the hand of a jester. The stake is high, 
not necessarily because of any gain, 
but because of the sacrifices expected 
from whoever eventually mounts the 
saddle. If the pride must be regained 
sooner than later, all hands must be 
on deck and whoever is given the 
baton must be well prepared to run a 
selfless race.

Voters are demanding a radical 
change. They are keen on having 
someone with the potential to ad-
vance democratic transformation 
in Ekiti State; otherwise, a wrong 
choice will stymie it. Citizens will 
willingly respond to and act upon 
influence and the broader historical 
and social forces that have produced 
such personality. They want a steely 
individual whose trajectory can in-
timidate Fayose, someone who can 
look him right in the eye and say: 
“Gerrout, you slush!” Whoever plans 
to reframe Ekiti must have great fo-
cus. Such must represent a hopeful 
future for Ekiti, while at the same 
time reflecting the Ekiti politics of 
the past. Certainly not a rookie or a 
JJC. No, c’est ne pas possible.
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session. initially, i thought 
the governors were going 
to pay the President a visit 
in his office but he came to 
them. Whatever discussion 
they had behind those heavy 
mahogany doors would have 
gone thus “we missed you, 
welcome back, these are our 
problems and they said only 
you could give the order”. and 
viola, a statement dropped in 
our email boxes saying, the 
President has ordered the 
minister of finance and the 
governor of the central bank 
to release the second tranche 
of the Paris debt refund.

they smiled home while i 
silently prayed that this time 
they will listen to the Presi-
dent’s advice and pay salaries.

Mr. governor, please pay 
your workers, stop wearing 
fine garbs and employing a 
hundred aides and pay the 
ones already grinding out for 
you.

So, this week the media 
space was filled with so much 
drama from the President’s 
kitchen cabinet and a show of 
lack of camaraderie between 
the executive and legislative 
arm of government. Yes, i 
mean the drama that pre-
ceded the Senate’s refusal to 
confirm the acting chairman 
of the Economic and Financial 
crimes commission (EFcc) 
and the uniform saga with 
the comptroller general of 
the nigeria customs Service 
(my colleague will tell you all 
about it).

coincidentally, as i was 
writing, Magu walked through 
the corridor and headed to 
the mosque for the Juma’at 
prayers, where he prayed 
alongside the Dg DSS, nSa, 
and other heads of agencies. 
he later left with the nSa. 
Well, the President’s media 
office has continued to main-
tain that the President is still 
waiting for an official letter 
from the national assembly 
informing him of their deci-
sion, then he will take the next 
steps. From the look of things, 
Magu will occupy that office 
until the President is satisfied 
that he is actually culpable.

i am inclined to believe that 
before all these dramas embar-
rass the president anymore 
than it already has, he will fix 
his house. it is too much of a 
burden and a distraction he 
doesn’t need; we wait to see 
his next moves.

motivation is that one day he 
will be done from office and 
go back to those same friends. 
i totally agree.

So, at the weekend fol-
lowing the president’s return, 
everyone rested including 
osinbajo and his aides.

back to our main discourse. 
tuesday went by quickly and 
i noticed a slight change. We 
(journalists) kept looking out 
for the ambulance, that used 
to be our way of determining if 
the President was in the office 
or not. this time the ambu-
lance was a decoy, but i found 
out the new trick, relax i will 
share another time. i just know 
that he closed way earlier than 
his usual 4 pm but it’s ok right? 
We need him to rest well and 
get stronger.

While the Presidential 
Villa wore a sombre look 
on Monday and tuesday, 
Wednesday’s FEc meeting 
and thursday’s national 
Economic council meeting 
brought some life. besides, i 
am hoping that our President 
is taking his time to treat files 
left on his table while he was 
away.

on Wednesday, i rushed 
into the council chambers 
alongside other journalists 
to witness the pre-Federal 
Executive council meeting 
and it was interesting to once 
again feel the military part of 
President

buhari. osinbajo got into 
the council chambers at about 
9:58 am while the President 
walked in at exactly 10 am. 
i also noticed that no matter 
what he went through in 
london, i mean during his 
vacation the President did not 
lose his sense of humour.

after the national anthem, 
a mild drama ensued. the pres-
ident nominated the minister 
of transport, rotimi amaechi 
to offer the christian prayer 
and after he did, buhari then 
said: “i have not seen lai”, refer-
ring to the minister of informa-
tion and in return lai shouted 
“i am here Sir”, sounding like 
a primary school pupil. other 
members of council broke out 
in laughter as the President 
asked him to offer the Muslim 
prayer.

Well, not unexpected, the 
meeting lasted for about an 
hour thirty minutes. Unfortu-
nately, i heard some aides re-
joicing that since it wasn’t the 
VP presiding over the meeting 
they would close early.

Surely, that seven hours 
FEc meeting held some weeks 
back must have counted for 
something.

on thursday, the President 
braved it again to meet with 
members of the nEc, which 
included all 36 state gover-
nors (or their deputies) and 
shook hands with them, then 
they went into a closed-door 

Buhari’s first week at 
work and all the dramas

a
t the aso rock, last 
week went by just 
like seven weeks 
ago before Presi-

dent Muhammadu buhari 
left the shores of the country 
to london.

the week however, ended 
on a somewhat exciting note.

Since returning from lon-
don, the President has had to 
take things easy while work-
ing. once again, it was difficult 
to rest properly on Sunday 
night with thoughts of Mon-
day morning heavy on my 
mind. it turned out that i was 
not the only one who want-
ed to be sure that President 
buhari who returned to the 
country after being away for 
50 days was going to resume 
at work on Monday morning.

it is no secret that the Presi-
dent looked frail on his return 
raising some concerns that 
he really wasn’t fit to resume 
work, but he did.

Journalists turned up early 
enough and waited, asking al-
most every official who passed 
the corridors if the President 
was actually turning up that 
morning. of course, he did 
turn up, at about 11.30am and 
walked to the office.

We were glad to see him 
come back and like other ni-
gerians, we had expectations 
and set agendas for him. i can’t 
say why, but in my head, i had 
the picture of him coming 
back and taking it right from 
where Vice President osin-
bajo left off, especially after 
learning that he has to go for 
another medical review in a 
few weeks. there is nothing

wrong with expectations 
right? it didn’t quite turn out 
that way. i can imagine that 
he spent his first week at work 
going through files, resting 
and catching up from where 
he left off. he must also have 
been excited with the news of 
the naira gaining some form of 
stability and the decline in the 
inflation rate.

Excuse my hyperactive 
nature. For seven weeks my 
adrenaline pumped, it was 
exciting to see people actually 
working. as you know osin-
bajo is a confirmed workaholic 
and his wing at the aso rock 
was a beehive of activities ev-
eryday besides the weekends 
when he decided to grace occa-
sions that keep him connected 
to his everyday relationships.

You know, i previously 
heard some of his aides jok-
ing about how he wanted to 
please everyone. “oh chief 
so and so’s daughter is getting 
married, let’s go there, that 
church is having their men’s 
day, i have to be there” he 
would say and they will have 
to take him there without 
proper arrangement includ-
ing protocol and security. one 
of them mentioned that his 
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t
he former Presi-
dent of South af-
rica, thabo Mbeki 
met with nigeria’s 
house of repre-

sentatives delegation on Xe-
nophobic attacks in nigerians 
and looting of their properties 
in Johannesburg weekend.

the delegation led by the 
leader of the house of repre-
sentatives, Femi gbajabiamila 
was received by the former 
South african leader at his 
private residence in Johan-
nesburg.

the meeting, which was 
held behind closed door, 
lasted for two hours with 
both leaders addressing the 
media after their meeting 
where they expressed their 
commitments to strengthen 
the relationship between two 
leading countries in africa.

“i had a meeting with the 
delegation of members of 
parliament from nigeria and 
that is very pleasing indeed 
when i heard the news that 
delegation was coming. it was 
important that they should 
come to interact with all these 
layers of South african soci-
ety to address these particular 
matter which have been 
raised that what are the South 
africans doing killing and 
beating up other africans,” 
Mbeki said.

“i am happy to hear that 

they had interactions with 
parliament (South africa’s) 
and know that we are a civil 
society i also hope that they 
will interact with the govern-
ment so that we can cripple 
this matter to end it,” Mbeki 
added.

Meanwhile, the house 
leader, Femi gbajabiamila 
after the closed door meeting 
also broached on the adoption 
of legislative diplomacy by 
both parliaments which he 
believes will eventually rub 
off on the citizens of the two 
countries.

“as you are aware, we felt 
it was time that the parlia-
ment got in touch as you are 
aware we have been playing 
a less than proactive role in 
foreign relations over the 

years as parliamentarians so 
we just thought we should 
try something different in 
terms of a diplomatic ap-
proach. We adopted what is 
known, around the world, as 
legislative or parliamentary 
diplomacy.

“by engaging the South 
african parliament, engag-
ing the stakeholders, and 
now we just engaged with 
the former president thabo 
Mbeki, whose voice is still 
very loud here. in addition, 
we decided to do some kind 
of fact finding to see what can 
be done to arrest the situation 
and a reoccurrence of it,” gba-
jabiamila said

the house of representa-
tives delegation which had 
the chairman house com-
mittee on Foreign affairs, nn-
ena Ukeje-Elendu; chairman 
house committee on Special 
Duties, nasir zangon-Daura; 
Deputy chairman house 
committee on Diaspora, She-
hu Musa; hon. Sadiq ibrahim, 
hon. henry nwawuba as 
members.

the delegation which al-
ready met with members of 
South african parliament will 
meet with the nigeria-South 
african business community 
and nigerians living in South 
africa on Saturday.

“therefore, we are having 
a meeting with the nigerian 
community tomorrow and 
we are meeting with some 
members of the South african 
business community tomor-
row as well”, gbajabiamila 
added

“i hope that we will be able 
to aggregate all we’ve heard 
from parliament, what we’ve 
heard from the former presi-
dent and what we will hear 
from the South african busi-
nesses as well as the nigerian 
community and aggregate all 
those positions and look for 
possible legislative solutions 
and diplomatic solutions,” 
gbajabiamila further added.

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

Xenophobia: Mbeki meets 
Nigerian lawmakers

Thabo Mbeki

...as Reps meet Nigeria-South African business community on Saturday

L-R: sean Hoy, Irish Ambassador to nigeria with sesan sobowale, corporate 
relations director, Guinness nigeria Plc, during an event hosted at the Iri sh  
embassy in Abuja to mark st Patrick’s day, celebrated globally on the 17th of 
March, every year.
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Venerable Chiedu Ekpunobi is the vicar of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Oke Afa, Isolo, Diocese of Lagos West. In this 
interview with SEYI JOHN SALAU, Venerable Ekpunobi spoke on his exploits in ministry, the building project that was 
commissioned last Sunday; the role of Christians in society; contributions of the Church to nation-building, the need 
for Nigerians to be optimistic about Nigeria’s future, among other issues.

Interview

were asking her ‘what kind of stick are you 
tying to your back, is it breathing? Throw it 
away’. I suffered and earned names; names 
that I remember today and give God glory; 
names that will depict somebody who is 
rejected and below standard. Yet, despite 
all that, I still moved with my age mates, 
went to secondary school when my age 
mates went to secondary school; went to 
university when my age mates went to 
university; married when my age mates 
married. I give all the glory to God.

From your history, I see you as a builder 
and a preacher and now you have com-
pleted this project, how do you feel?

Oh, I have two of my certificates here; 
one is for St. Barth’s Satellite town, the 
other one is for St. Barnabas, Mafoluku. 
If you look at the picture there (pointing 
at a framed picture on the wall), that one 
up there is my grandfather, the one in the 
middle is my eldest brother and the one 
down there is my immediate elder brother, 
so my grandfather was a priest and he 
served the church for so long, while my 
eldest brother just retired as the Provost 
of our home diocese. My immediate elder 
brother is a serving archdeacon in Nsukka 
diocese. The day my elder brother came in 
here and saw this, he said ah, this certificate 
our grandfather did not even have one; and 
he was not lucky to collect one either, it is 
not easy. In the Anglican church, when a 
church is built and dedicated, certificate 

project is that going by the financial muscle 
of members of the church it appeared very 
impossible; it is not me, it is not even the 
congregation populated by low income 
earners; let me not call them low income 
earners; they are income earners but are 
not millionaires and even in this period 
of economic recession; God has decided to 
show His faithfulness upon them. Indeed, 
God has been faithful to us. Within the 
period of the laying of the foundation 
stone and now, the commissioning of the 
church, a space of about three years, I have 
been to India and England three times and 
I have had open heart surgery twice, which 
means I had died, condemned as dead by 
medical sciences but by divine interven-
tion life was given back to me. 

So, because of that I keep decreeing unto 
every living man as long as you recognise 
that this God in heaven made you, it’s only 
Him that can determine when He will call 
you back and as long as He lives you to be 
alive. He has given you mouth to decree 
what you want or what you don’t want, 
and one of the things I have decreed for 
myself in the past 25 years going to 26 years 
now is that I reject poverty, poverty cannot 
cross my line. And in the last three years, 
I have been decreeing that I reject sudden 
death. I will be celebrating my 60th birth-
day next year, May 17 precisely. I look back 
at my history and what my mother told me 
about myself that at age four her friends 

M
ay we know you better sir?

My name is Venerable 
Chiedu Ekpunobi; by God’s 
divine permission the Vic-

ar of St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Oke Afa, 
Isolo, Diocese of Lagos West.

How long have you been in the service 
of God?

I think I have been in the service of 
God since I was born 59 years ago, but I 
have been in the ordained ministry since 
the past 17 years and within that 17 years 
I have worked in different churches, al-
though I was ordained in the Diocese of 
Nsukka, worked in Abuja, then in Lagos, in 
different churches within the state.

How has the experience been, going 
round doing God’s work?

It’s been fantastic, the best place to work 
and the best boss to work for is God; when 
your creator becomes your boss; I think 
nearly all you need is done because your 
destiny will be directed day by day, hour 
by hour, minutes by minutes.

May we know some of the projects you 
accomplished in some other places you 
have been?

 A lot of things; if we begin to name 
projects. I will quickly tell you that when 
I became the Vicar of St. Bath’s Anglican 
Church, Satellite Town, I had the opportu-
nity of acquiring an acre of land within Sat-
ellite Town when they said it would not be 
possible to acquire land in that area, we got 
an acre of land and we started a building 
project and in less than 4 years it became 
a big church that the then Bishop of Lagos 
West dedicated; that was in 2008. By 2009, 
we found that we could not have a proper 
access into the church and we had to take 
on a three-quarter kilometer asphalt road, 
which cost us – I cannot remember exactly 
how much, but it was a huge project that 
cost us a lot of money; we did it and name 
it after the lord Bishop of Lagos West at 
that time, the Rt. Rev. Dr. Peter Awelewa 
Adebiyi. After that I was transferred to 
St. Barnabas Anglican Church, Mafoluku, 
Oshodi, and I got there to find a project 
that was nearly becoming abandoned, a 
big church project and we embarked on it; 
by the grace of God in less than three years 
we had it completed, and Bishop Adebiyi 
came and dedicated it to the glory of God. 

The monument is still standing there 
today and people see it to the glory of God. 
From there I was transferred to this church, 
St. Paul’s Anglican Church, Oke Afa, Isolo, 
and when I came here, we found very 
big congregation and I found something 
very saddening. After the first, second, 
third services I held, I came out from the 
church to find out the building was not 
accommodating nearly half of the people 
who came to worship. People would park 
their cars and we put speakers out there for 
them and they sit on their car bonnets to 
worship, and I felt something must be done 
urgently. And we decided to take the bull 
by the horns.  On the 13th of May 2014, 
the lord bishop of Lagos West, the Rt. Rev. 
Dr. James Olusola Odedeji came and laid 
the foundation stone. In a nutshell, that 
was how the project was conceived and 
started. The surprising thing about the 

Despite the hard times, tomorrow will 
always be better than today - Ekpunobi

is given for dedication not for foundation 
laying, and it must be addressed through 
the priest there – so it’s a stroke of luck, be-
cause you can even build from foundation 
to the roof and at that level you are moved 
to another church, but for me to collect a 
third certificate: you are asking how do I 
feel, I feel accomplished,  but like St. Paul 
said, I still run because I have not acquired; 
the real certificate is on the last day if by 
His grace one makes it to His kingdom on 
that day.

Looking at the church in Nigeria gener-
ally, do you think it is contributing enough 
to nation-building?

Yes, absolutely yes; why do I say that? 
If you want to appreciate the height of a 
hill, you will get to the valley; it is only 
from the valley that you can appreciate the 
hill. If you stay in abject want and poverty, 
you can then appreciate wealth; if you 
say education is expensive try ignorance; 
if Nigeria is seeing what they are seeing 
today with the many churches all over the 
place, and with all that the churches have 
been trying to do – think about how Nigeria 
would have been without the churches. It is 
because of the impact of the church- even 
if it is only a Sunday-Sunday- church go-
ers, their prayers and their impact in soci-
ety, that is why Nigeria is still surviving. 
Abraham prayed for his nephew Lot, and 
asked God to spare Sodom and Gomorrah. 
I keep saying that because of the few salts 
in Nigeria, Christians are salts of the earth, 
and because of the salt that is why Nigeria 
is still tasty.    

Looking at the Southern Kaduna kill-
ings, some preachers are calling on their 
members to defend themselves whenever 
they are attacked; what is your stand on 
this?

God is my defense; this has been a seri-
ous area of discourse among Christians; if 
we want to be Christ-like, we must talk and 
walk like Christ. When He was talking to 
the Father in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
we were told that the people who came 
to arrest Him came with arms and Peter 
brought out his sword and cut off some-
one’s ear. What did Christ say? Christ said 
he who lives by the sword dies by the 
sword. When I see my brother preachers 
preaching eye for eye, tooth for tooth I don’t 
feel comfortable. God’s battle is not fought 
with physical muscle. When you listen and 
obey God and His instruction, you may not 
need to lift up one muscle.

Are there other roles religious organ-
isations can play in deepening peace in 
Nigeria?

Let me take it like this, it’s a very simple 
question that demands simple answer, the 
role the church is playing is the correct 
role; the problem is in the followership of 
that role. Why am I saying the problem? 
In a simple church like ours of about 2000 
members, we have the guild of stewards 
who directs people to a place to seat when 
the church is in session, because these 
stewards have gone round to know where 
and where seats are available, but you will 
still see some people that will try to push 
the hands of these stewards away, saying 
‘I will go to where I like’ and they walk 
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like a goat in the church. If we all become 
sheep, the instructions we hear every day 
will deepen peace. In the other religion, I 
don’t think that they preach killings and 
destruction in the mosques on Fridays 
when they gather to pray. I have never 
been to the mosque, but I don’t think they 
preach violence; if we preach love, love is 
what Christianity centres on; if I love my 
neighbour, love my brother, there should 
be no war.

In the last 26 years, you have been 
overseeing a large number of people; what 
would you say is the most challenging 
moment of your calling?

The most challenging thing in over-
seeing people is getting people to act 
like sheep; if they will become sheep, it 
will become a lot easier but if you have 
a congregation that is made up of goats, 
you will have problem. This is because 
number one, sheep is not equipped on 
its own to create problems, but there are 
certain goats; some are worse than others. 
So, if what you pastor are mainly sheep 
you will not have problem.

Some critics say that over-emphasis 
on miracle is one of the problems in 
Christendom today; what is your take 
on this? 

My God is a miracle-working God; I am 
a miracle; what is over-emphasis? How 
can you talk about over-emphasising 
miracle? My last book was titled – ‘I am 
a testimony, you are a testimony’ and 
testimony comes from miraculous re-
ports of what God has done for man, and 
God is a miracle-working God. The fact 
of coming out alive today, if you check 
yourself, it is not by your power, it is by 
miracle; the fact that you woke up from 

bed, you open your eyes; two of them 
answered you, your left hand answered, 
right hand, legs answered, it is by miracle 
so we can never over-emphasis miracle. 
If you want to live an ordinary life, it’s up 
to you, but if you step into my church you 
must live a supernatural life; miracle must 
follow you, I preach miracle because I am 
a man of miracle.

Some churches encourage their mem-
bers to go into partisan politics; what is 
your take on this?

It is beautiful; I think it’s God’s desire 
that His chosen people, people who have 
the fear of God should come out and lead 
others. Any time a citizen does not vote he/
she is creating an opportunity for an un-
popular candidate to emerge; and anytime 
a leader does not bring out himself into 
leadership, he is pushing out somebody 
who is not qualified to lead into leadership. 
You cannot because of the ingredients in a 
soup condemn the soup as not being good. 

Take for instance, our most favourite 
soup in the village in the part of the country 
I come for is called ‘Onugbu’ soup and in my 
area we have something called ‘ogiri’ which 
ordinarily does not smell nicely; so will you 
because there is ‘ogiri’ in the soup and you 
refuse to eat it? Now, if the way politics is 
being played in the country is not right and 
bad people are there, what should be the 
best thing for credible people to do? Would it 
be the best decision for such people to allow 
the bad people to continue to mess up the 
system? Would it not be better for such good 
people to go there are change the system? If 
you say because you are a Christian you will 
not do what you are supposed to do; I do not 
think that is wisdom.

The country seems more divided now 
than ever before; what do you think is 
responsible for this?

I think it’s your opinion first of all, be-
cause there is no parameter to judge that 
statement. But if it seems like that, then I 
think it’s because of the present leadership; 
I think so. But I don’t even believe it is, be-
cause is it worse than what it was in 1966? 
The country looking divided has not got to 
what we had in 1966. However, whatever 
thing that come our way; whatever see, we 
praise God; it’s a passing thing; that is why I 
like my Bible; especially the old King James 
version. It will always tell you ‘it came to 
pass’. Every situation must come to pass.

Your coming into St. Paul Oke-Afa is 
said to have brought relative peace to the 
church; what is the secret?   

Grace of God. I don’t think there is a 
secret but there is a grace that follows 
leadership. If you are given a job to do, ask 
that person who created you to give you 
the ability, and the ability in Christendom 
is grace; ask for grace.

Why is it that the level of religiosity 
in the country does not match the level 
of spirituality in Nigeria?

It is just like when I mentioned goat and 
sheep, people who come to church but will 
not follow simple instruction on where to 
sit. If all Christians take instructions on the 
assignments given them, then things will 
work a lot easier in this country.

What future do you see for Nigeria?
One fault I have in life is absolute faith. 

Nothing can pull down my faith; that’s how 
I had been able to go through series of open-
heart surgery and came out alive. So, faith 
is the word. My belief is that it can never 
be worse than yesterday; tomorrow must 
be better; this country must be better and 
I will live to tell the stories in this country, 
people will see it. When the civil war took 
place, we were small; we thought it was 
going to be the end of the world, after the 

civil war some people that fought on Biaf-
ran side were given 20 pounds, some had 
their houses confiscated; lives were lost. 
In summary, I will say my message to the 
world and Nigerians in particular is that 
tomorrow will be better, let nobody ever 
lose hope. If you see yourself in the valley 
today just know that your creator has left 
you in that valley for a purpose to take you 
to the apex of the mountain where you will 
be able to enjoy the breeze because you are 
getting there. 

Finally, if you were given the oppor-
tunity to rule Nigeria what would you 
do differently?

The first thing I will do is to kneel down 
and say ‘God you don give me wahala wey 
big pass my head o’. This is because I re-
member when we were in the university 
in the 80’s, I was at the University of Nige-
ria, Nsukka between 1980 and 1984 and I 
read Sociology which opened my eyes to 
lot of things; we went into different forms 
of philosophizing and we discovered that 
what you actually do has to do with what 
you know and from what you know you 
can ask to know more. 

The more your knowledge the better 
a leader you will be. If you make me a 
leader of this country, I will ask for greater 
knowledge from the person who created 
me. I like an advert I see on South African 
television; it is a very simple advert – it 
says: ‘You own a BMW, if it stops on the 
road, call this number, the best mechanic 
is the manufacturer, the manufacturer 
lives in South Africa’. So, you own a BMW 
you are not expected to go to a roadside 
mechanic, but we human beings know 
that our manufacturer is up there, and 
you have a small problem instead of call-
ing your manufacturer; you begin to look 
for roadside mechanics.

Despite the hard times, tomorrow will always be...

Kelechukwu Obi, a retired warden and chairman Building Committee SPACO

‘The project had
a divine approval’

B
y the grace of God, I am the 
imme diate past warden 
of the church. I served be-
tween 2007 and 2013; after 
six years of my ‘warden 

ship’ I wanted to rest and did not want 
to get myself involved in anything 
about the church again; I wanted to 
take the back seat. When the vicar 
came, God laid it in his heart to fish 
me out again and gave me this assign-
ment. You know there is a level you 
will get to in your relationship with 
God, you just cannot say no to some of 
the assignments given to you. So, I had 
no choice than to accept the challenge 
given to me in the service of God and 
God has been seeing us through.

It appears that the building project 
had gone very far before the reces-
sion set in?

Well you can see the hand of God 
in it because I am just imagining if we 
just started the project now; it would 
have been very difficult, because it 
was at the point we were finishing it 
that we began to experience a lot of 
challenges because of the recession; 
but with the benefit of hindsight we 
can see the hand of God in the project 
and we are happy we are not caught 

up with the recession.
How would you describe what 

God has done in this church with 
your experience handling the proj-
ect?

The only thing I will say is that 
anything that has the stamp of God 
in it is very easy. Once God approves 
a particular thing, in the eyes of men, 
it might appear very difficult but with 
God it is very easy, so I know what we 
are doing has a divine approval that is 
why it appears very easy but credit 
will also be given to the vicar because 
I look at him as a man who can make 
you to bring water out of a stone and 
when you see such a man who have 
a vision and you run along with that 
vision, you will surely achieve your 
goal God; that’s what has happened 
here. When I was a warden, our plan 
was to expand the church, we never 
thought of building a new church, 
when he came and said that he was 
going to build a new church, we all 
thought that it was a joke until I was 
made the chairman of the building 
committee. When you are given this 
kind of assignment and you ask God 
to give you the grace, everything will 
just fall in place.



W
h a t  i s 
your view 
about the 
church?

My view about the church 
is that the church has been 
an obedient church; we gave 
them the mandate of God for 
this church when we came 
on board. When we came 
on board it was a very small 
church; I told them that I 
would be happy if they saw 
my vision for this church, 
and they bought into it. You 
can see how God has provid-
ed for them; it was less than 
3 years when we gave them 
the mandate. The Vicar has 
done well.

What does the dedication 
of the cathedral mean to the 
Anglican Church and to the 
people?

I t  i s  s a y i n g  t h at  t h i s 
church has been separated 
from mundane uses, from 
common uses; it is now for 
the use of blessed trinity, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. So, this place now you 

‘Believers must always 
endeavour to live in peace’

‘I am happy we did not 
disappoint our members’

cannot eat there, it has been 
set apart for the worship of 
the Almighty, and so it is 
a significant day that they 
can never forget, a day that 
will be forever that nothing 
unholy can happ en there 
any longer.    

In your sermon, you men-
tioned that this church is 
dedicated for the coming 
generation; could you please 
emphasise on that?  

The emphasis is that we 
inherited all the churches 
we are worshiping in, we 
should b e able to leave a 
better edifice for generation 
that are coming and because 
the church is  expanding. 
About 20 years ago, there 
were not up to 100 in this 
church,  now they are  in 
their 1000’s, so in the near 
future until Christ comes 
the church will  c ontinue 
to expand. And so, we must 
prepare for the future gen-
eration of the church as we 
enter into the rest of those 
who had live d b efore us, 
we must also leave a legacy 
behind for those coming af-

ter us for places of worship 
and you can imagine next 
30 years from now, to get a 
land here will not be as easy 
as it is now.

What is your message to 
members of St. Paul’s?

They should remain dedi-
cated, this church must be a 
praying church, must be a 
sacrificial church, must be 
a true church of God where 
God reigns, where God likes, 
it  must b e a plac e where 
people will feel comforted; 
i t  d o e s  n o t  m at t e r  w h at 
tribe they belong. It is not 
anybody’s church, it is God’s 
church, a true church of God, 
that is the emphasis I have 
stated here, and so it is one 
church, one foundation, one 
faith. Therefore, I am saying 
there is no need for crises in 
a church because we have 
come to worship God; I have 
also come to worship God 
and we are going to heaven 
together, and therefore, we 
should know that divided 
we fall ,  unite d we stand; 
that is my message to the 
congregation.   

W
h a t  d o e s  i t 
mean to be a 
warden in the 
church?

W a r d e n s 
are the people in charge of the ad-
ministrative work in the church.  

What can you say about the 
Cathedral dedicated last Sunday?

It is a vision; the vicar came and 
said he had a vision and before 
we knew it, the entire church had 
bought into it. When he came, he 
said God told him that we should 
build a big church, actually at the 
beginning it look like a huge task; 
how possible can we achieve that? 
Now we know that when God 
speaks, it is difficult for man to 
counter it.

Looking at the economic situ-
ation of the country, how was 
it possible for the project to be 
completed?

If a church is united, that is the 
main thing. If a church is united 
God will just do His own, but when 
a church is not united, when you 
bring up a vision you will see 
that people that are not in line 
with that vision will try to kill it. 
But, this time around because we 
are united, the members bought 
into it.
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‘The project is a 
product of unity’

Do you think that the physical 
edifice would in any way impact 
on the spiritual lives of individual 
members?

When you c ome into the 
church, merely looking at the al-
tar alone will tell you that God is 
here. God does not live in a place 
that is not decent. Looking at the 
altar alone you will see God inside 
of you immediately. Actually, it 
will touch the individual lives of 
members.

I
n a time of recession like 
this, it is not easy to bring 
out money from church 
members; how did you peo-
ple achieve the big project?

It is marvelous in our sight. 
It is marvelous because to key 
into such a vision is a miracle; 
and that miracle comes from 
the head and whoever the Lord 
chooses He equips for the task. 
So, we just keyed into the vision 
of the leader. He is the mentor, he 
brought out the idea and he met 
with us, the executives, and sold 
it to us. It is not easy to convince 
people but I will say what they 
saw made them to commit to the 
project.

You know that the issue of 
money has torn many churches 
apart; how did you people re-
main closely together through-
out the duration of the project?

In the secular world, what is 
happening to us as a nation is self-
ishness. You see people struggling 
among themselves to lead out of 
selfishness and greed. The Vicar, 
by the power of God and with 
his spiritual upbringing, knows 
about what goes on elsewhere 
and ensured that it did not hap-
pen here. The building commit-

tee did not get involved directly 
in any contract that had to do 
with the project. We invited in 
the contractors, interview them 
and at the end of it they are paid. 
That is where Nigeria’s problem 
started; everybody wants to 
handle things, even where they 
lack the competence.

What assurances are you 
giving to the members who con-
tributed to the completion of this 
church building?

I am an appointed warden; 
I work directly with the Vicar; 
I have a day that I come to the 
church to supervise the work. The 
vicar brought the vision, he is the 
initiator and we supported him to 
execute it. All through the period 
of the project, we tried to ensure 
we enjoyed the confidence of the 
members by doing what they 
want us to do. 

If they contributed money for 
a particular thing, we made sure 
there was no diversion of fund, no 
matter how important the other 
matter or material may be. If for 
instance, they  donate money for 
water, even though kerosene is 
now more expensive than water, 
it might not gladden the heart of 
the members who brought the 

money if you left the water they 
needed and bought kerosene, 
because they would ask you – ‘but 
we said buy us water, why would 
you buy kerosene?’ 

So, pleasing them at all time 
and making sure that they were 
seeing the result of their contribu-
tion encouraged them so much 
and lifted their spirit. We made 
sure that every Sunday they came 
to church they saw positive and 
new development in the project. 
Thank God we did not disappoint 
them.

Emeka Obeogbu

Rt. Rev. James Olusola Odedeji, the lord bishop of Lagos West, Church of Nigeria, 
Anglican Communion

Charles Akabeze
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Th e  Na t i o n a l  S t a d i u m , 
Surulere, Lagos, was built by 
the General Yakubu Gowon 

military administration in 1972 as 
a 55,000-capacity sporting facility. 
It was later redesigned in 1999 
to a 45,000-capacity in order to 
meet FIFA requirements for the 
hosting right of the 1999 Junior 
World Cup. Till date, the highest 
number of fans that have sat in 
the stadium’s main bowl on a 
particular occasion is 85,000. 
That was when Nigeria trounced 
Algeria 3-0 to emerge winners of 
the 1980 African Cup of Nations.

In time past, the stadium 
used to be a centre of sporting 
excellence. It hosted the 1973 
All Africa Games with Nigeria 
emerging the overall winner. 

One of my most memorable 
moments at the stadium was 
in 2000 when the Super Eagles 
lost to the Indomitable Lions 
of Cameroun at the final of the 
African Nations Cup. It was an 
epic and dramatic final. With 
over 85,000 soccer fans in a 
stadium that was designed to 
take 45,000, the arena was full 

FG, Lagos and the national stadium
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beyond capacity. Within the first 20 
minutes, the Cameroonians were 
ahead by two goals, thus silencing 
the usually vociferous Lagos fan. 
The Super Eagles eventually earned 
a remarkable equalizer, thanks 
to the legendary Jay-Jay Okocha’s 
soccer wizardry, but ultimately lost 
the match through penalty kicks. 
And tears flowed freely as players, 
coaching crew and the crowd wept 
sorely. Former Eagles’ captain 
and coach, Sunday Oliseh, wept 
uncontrollably as he climbed the 
podium to receive the runners-up 
trophy. It was a day the god of soccer 
and other forces conspired to deny 
the nation yet another soccer glory!

That was 17 years ago and since 
then, the stadium began a gradual 
descent into abyss. Today, the 
once dazzling ‘Sports City’ is in a 
mess as it is now home to street 
urchins, destitute, sex hawkers, 
drug peddlers and addicts and 
gamblers. To fully underscore its 
dwindling fortune, the stadium 
last hosted a major sporting event 
in 2004.

Worst hit  are the nation’s 
national football teams which now 
have no suitable venue for vital 
matches. Sadly, most of the stadia 
where they play lack the aura and 
capacity of the National Stadium, 
Surulere. Though the Olusegun 
Obasanjo administration built a 
new stadium in Abuja in 2003, it 
can’t compare favourably with 

the Surulere Stadium in terms of 
fans turnout, thrill and business 
prospects. Sadly, the Abuja National 
Stadium is almost going the way of 
its precursor in Lagos.

Expectedly, the decay of the 
stadium and others across the 
country is already having grave 
implications on performance of the 
nation’s athletes in major global 
competitions. At the 2012 London 
Olympics, Nigeria did not win any 
medal while it managed to win a 
bronze medal at 2016 Olympics in Rio.

The connotation of the neglect 
of the stadium and others across 
the country is far too grievous. We 
inadvertently shut the door against 
Nigerians who would have used the 
facilities to upgrade their sporting 
talents and ultimately use sports as 
escape route from poverty. Globally, 
sports have become a huge industry 
through which lots of youths have 
got fame and fortune. Therefore, 
developing and investing in sports 
is one sure way of empowering 
the youths and other professionals 
(such as doctors, psychologists, 
physiotherapists, athlete managers, 
etc) in the various sporting fields to 
become productively engaged. In 
this time of economic meltdown, 
encouraging youths to take to sports 
would surely be of immense benefit 
to the country.

Ironically, directly opposite 
the National  Stadium is  the 
Teslim Balogun Stadium which 
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was commissioned by the Lagos 
State government in 2007. The 
condition of the two stadia is a 
classical example of a tale of two 
cities. While the National Stadium 
shamefully rots away, the Teslim 
Balogun Stadium flourishes with 
its properly maintained facilities 
and regular sporting activities. 
From its alluring synthetic pitch 
to the volleyball court, Indoor 
Sports Hall to the handball courts, 
Teslim Balogun Stadium depicts 
orderliness, elegance and aesthetics.

Recently, it was announced that 
an agreement has been reached 
between Federal Government and 
Lagos State government for the latter 
to take over the management of the 
National Stadium. While recently 
inspecting facilities at the stadium in 
company of Sports Minister Dalung 
and others, Lagos State Governor 
Akinwunmi Ambode expressed his 
government’s eagerness to take over 
the stadium and transform it into a 
world-class sporting centre.

The crux of the matter, however, is 
that whichever way things eventually 
go, sincere efforts should be made 
by all concerned to ensure that 
the stadium regains its lost glory. 
For the sake of countless talented 
youths who could make decent living 
through sports, needless political 
considerations and other needless 
hurdles should not be made to stand 
in the way of every laudable plan to 
revive the ailing stadium.
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G
lobal business leaders 
and investors are largely 
transfixed by two kinds 
of risk: macroeconomic 
and geopolitical. In the 

near term, this means a focus on the 
US Federal Reserve’s impending rate 
hikes and the upcoming elections 
in France and Germany. Over the 
longer term, it means awareness of 
structural risks like high sovereign 
debt, demographic shifts, and 
natural-resource scarcity. But 
there is a third, arguably more 
pernicious, risk lurking below most 
decision-makers’ radar: infectious 
diseases.

According to the former director 
of the US Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, Tom 
Frieden, the world is at greater 
risk than ever from global health 
threats.  People travel farther 
and more often. Supply chains, 

G
ood night to a most 
indefatigable woman! 
An Amazon, my boss, 
my friend and my sister, 
your words were your 

bond, you were bold and fearless. 
You broke barriers. ‘No’ was not 
an answer, there was nothing like 
a shut door, just like nothing was 
impossible to achieve. You were a 
pioneer and a path finder. You were 
indeed a warrior, a colossus! You were 
a dynamite, small in stature but of 
great influence, ability and capability. 
You were an institution and so many 
people learnt from you. I did.

You were a blessing to Nigeria 
and Africa; you were at the forefront 
of the propagation of IT (especially 
hardware) not only in Nigeria, 
but Africa. We went all over Africa 
together; from Tunisia to South 
Africa, from Kenya to Ghana, looking 
to catch on great opportunities in 
the industry. In Nigeria, we went 
round the country, all the states 
and all tertiary institutions. We had 
dealings with all the federal and state 
governments.

You were a forerunner! While 
paperless office was yet alien to the 
Nigerian business environment, our 
Group had started running on that 
platform. I could be in Asia and access 
files, work on them and approve 
where necessary, right on my phone.

I am very sure the factories of 
Asia will not forget you so soon, you 

The mispriced risk of infectious diseases
Visionary Voices

Good night, FLO!
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including for food and medicines, 
extend across the world. A poorly 
treated case of, say, tuberculosis 
(TB) in Asia or Africa can present 
in a hospital in the United States 
within days.

A ga i n s t  t h i s  b a ck g ro u n d , 
scientists are concerned about 
the recent uptick in epidemics of 
diseases such as Zika, Ebola, and 
avian flu. And they are alarmed by 
the resurgence of life-threatening 
diseases such as influenza, HIV, 
malaria, and TB.

To be sure, in terms of fatalities, 
recent disease outbreaks and 
pandemics are a far cry from past 
global flu epidemics. Whereas the 
2003 SARS epidemic resulted in 
774 deaths, and the Ebola outbreak 
of 2014-2015 left 11,310 dead, the 
1918-1920 flu epidemic claimed 
the lives of 100 million people – 
more than five times the number 
killed in the world war that had 
just ended. Indeed, some 5% of the 
world’s population perished.

But the risks from infectious 
diseases that we face today could 
intensify substantially, owing to 
the rise of anti-microbial resistance 
(AMR). According to the World 
Health Organization, “480,000 
people develop multi-drug resistant 
TB each year, and drug resistance 

were constantly challenging them. 
As I write this tribute, many of your 
associates in Singapore, China and 
Hong Kong are in a state of shock.

You once asked me to see how 
we could lower the cost of our parts 
for the desktops. So three of us left 
for China. We had asked the Chinese 
if we could convert desktop speaker 
power source from A/C to USB and 
were told that was not possible at that 
time. Driven by your never-say-nay 
spirit, our engineers said we could 
achieve it. They went to work. Bingo! 
We achieved it and thereby reduced 
the cost of our parts. I will never forget 
how elated you were when I called 
you on phone and most importantly 
the words of appreciation, reward 
and praises for the engineers.

You were tireless! We would fly into 
Asia for almost 48 hours, and head 
straight into meetings from the airport. 
Tiredness or fatigue never stopped 
you. That got the company to great 
heights. Our brand was celebrated!

You were a maverick. I will never 
forget the day we were walking to a 
meeting on Admiralty Road, Lekki, 
Lagos and you suddenly pulled me 
back and you said, “Yomi, let’s go to 
the market”! Was I not taken aback? 
I asked you if you felt we were ready 
for that. In your usual confident 
way, you said yes, and it was the best 
time for us to do so. The rest became 
history.

You were a highly regarded 

AMR will be difficult, to say the least. 
Yet governments are unlikely to 
move fast to mitigate this risk. On the 
contrary, experience indicates that 
governments often struggle to align 
public spending with underlying or 
mounting problems, such as public-
health threats, until they reach a 
crisis point.

More people died of cancer in 
the US last year than in combat. 
In fact, last year’s 580,000 cancer 
deaths exceed the roughly 430,000 
battle deaths, on average, in World 
War I, World War II, the Korean War, 
the Vietnam War, and the Gulf War. 
Yet government spending on cancer 
averages approximately $4 billion 
per year. That is just over 0.5% of the 
annual military budget of roughly 
$718 billion.

Of course, government budget-
allocation decisions are complicated 
and dogged by political imperatives. 
The US military employs some three 
million people, making it the single 
largest employer in the world, and 
there is substantial political pressure 
from some constituencies to place 
the highest priority on America’s 
military dominance.

But it is not just a matter of how 
much is spent; it is also a matter of 
when. Governments don’t wait for 
war to break out before investing in 

ability to manage both rooms very 
effectively.

You were so passionate about 
computers and the brand Omatek 
that you defied every odd to establish 
factories in and out of Nigeria. 
Through so many of your original 
initiatives, we were able to make 
computers available to civil servants, 
educational institutions, homes 
and other individuals. A lot of these 
beneficiaries did not have to pay 
once as we were able to amortise 
for them.

You exuded abundant joy the 
day we computerised Ahmadu Bello 
University, Zaria. Because of our 
other schedules in Lagos, we arrived 
the university at about 6pm, the 
whole auditorium was filled to the 
brim with the community waiting 
for the delivery of their computers. 
The highpoint of that outing for 
me was that, when you were asked 
to deliver a speech, you bluntly 
refused and asked that I be given the 
microphone. You never saw yourself 
as “the Boss”.

I thank you for the opportunities 
you gave me to represent you at so 
many fora. I sat in your place on the 
National Identity Card Committee, 
right from the first minute till 
we submitted our report to Mr. 
President. The result of the work we 
did is what gave birth to the National 
Identity Card Commission.

I will never forget a day at 

the military. Yet they do tend to wait 
for crises to erupt before they invest 
in fighting infectious diseases.

The world spent $15 billion on 
its emergency response to the SARS 
epidemic and $40 billion on its 
response to Ebola. In 1918, the crisis 
response to the flu pandemic cost 
some $17.5 trillion. Had countries 
spent more on mitigating the 
risk of such disease outbreaks – 
for example, by fortifying their 
health-care systems and promoting 
responsible use of antibiotics – those 
huge emergency payouts may not 
have been necessary. At the very 
least, they probably would have 
been smaller.

In this sense, the fight against 
infectious diseases closely resembles 
the fight against climate change. 
Though the threat is substantial, it 
is not immediate, so governments 
continue to pursue other priorities, 
allowing the threat to grow, largely 
out of sight. As a result, it is not 
adequately priced into the markets. 

When the crisis finally erupts, 
the true scale of the threat will 
become clear. But by that point, 
it will be much more difficult and 
expensive to contain, resulting in 
far more casualties. Unfortunately, 
that point may be closer than anyone 
– government or investor – expects.

the International Airport, Lagos. 
We were to travel to India, and 
your husband said to me: “Yomi, 
am happy you are going. I have 
confidence in you. Take care of my 
wife and slow Florence down. She 
works too hard!” But how do I slow 
down a woman who climbed the 
stairs to the 14th floor of the WAEC 
office for us to seal a deal, two days 
to when she had a baby?

We were to have a meeting a few 
weeks ago on a new project, but 
you shifted the appointment and I 
became a bit busy too. When I saw 
your text message some weeks back, 
I became unusually lackadaisical 
about replying, little did I know it 
would be the last contact from you.

You lived a very short but impact 
full life, so much that am yet to come 
to terms with the reality of your 
demise.

You were a Fellow of the Nigeria 
Computer Society, a Fellow of 
the Institute of Directors and also 
a Fellow of the Nigeria Society 
of Chemical Engineers. You had 
countless local and international 
awards. You were a developer of 
women and the youths in ICT. 
Nigeria appreciated you, you were 
an MFR.

You left your foot print and 
legacies, and they will be indelible.

May the Lord console your aged 
mother, your husband and children, 
your siblings and the entire family.
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is starting to complicate the fight 
against HIV and malaria, as well.” 
Antibiotic resistance, the WHO 
cautions, is now present in every 
country, putting patients at risk 
of worse clinical outcomes and at 
greater risk of death, while increasing 
the burden on health systems.

England’s chief medical officer, 
Sally Davies, has warned that, if left 
unchecked, the growing impotence 
of drugs could be catastrophic. By 
2050, she estimates, drug-resistant 
infections could be killing someone 
“every three seconds.” The Review 
on AMR estimates that, at that point, 
some ten million lives could be lost 
each year, at a cumulative cost to 
global economic output of $100 
trillion. To put that into perspective, 
world GDP today totals $74 trillion 
per year.

Yet the potential long-term 
human and economic consequences 
of AMR of are not widely appreciated 
by the public and, in particular, by 
financial markets. In fact, protection 
from public health threats is one 
vital area where markets do not 
deliver efficiently. As a result, it is 
governments that usually bear the 
costs of prevention and treatment.

With government budgets 
already overstretched, coping with 
the intensifying health burden from 

entrepreneur and industrialist, 
who pioneered the manufacturing 
and assembling of computers and 
other devices, not only in Nigeria 
but across West Africa. Out of a few 
other OEMs in Nigeria, you were the 
only woman and it remained so till 
you departed.

I vividly recollect when you 
decided it was time to venture 
into Ghana. We went into Ghana 
to survey the market; you had set 
up meetings with the relevant 
Ministers. After listening to you, it 
was no surprise that the Ghanaian 
government gave a nod to your plan 
to put up a computer factory in that 
country.

You had a knack for excellence; 
you were diligent, determined and 
highly focused. Once you set your 
goals and priorities, there was no 
looking back. Often I wondered 
where you got the energy from. You 
were able to manage the home front 
as well as the business front, despite 
the enormous challenges of both.

After one of those high-level 
meetings in Abuja,  you had 
announced to a Minister that you 
were pregnant. He offered his 
congratulation and then asked you 
jokingly if despite all your tight 
business schedule, you still had 
time to play in the “other room”! You 
belonged not only to the room at the 
office, but also to the “other room” at 
home and that only attested to your 
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T
his is Our Chance 
by James Ene Hen-
shaw was the first 
ever book of litera-

ture by a Nigerian that I 
encountered as a secondary 
school boy. It was one of the 
recommended texts in my 
Junior Secondary School. 
I don’t know what obtains 
now, but at that time Litera-
ture was properly separated 
from English Language.

Subsequently, we would 
read such other recom-
mended works as Eze Goes 
to School by Onuora Nze-
kwu and Michael Crowther, 
One Week, One Trouble by 
Anezi Okoro, Without A Sil-
ver Spoon by Eddie Iroh, The 
Bottled Leopard by Chuk-
wuemeka Ike, Wedlock of 
the Gods and The Wizard of 
Law by Nigeria’s first female 
playwright, Zulu Sofola, The 
Incorruptible Judge by D. 
Olu Olagoke, An African 
Night’s Entertainment and 
The Rainmaker and Other 
Stories by Cyprian Ekwensi, 
Unoma at College by Teresa 
Meniru, among others.

There is an unforgettable 
quote I took away from Hen-
shaw’s This is Our Chance, 
by a character named Bam-

Remembering Nigeria’s literary greats
bulu who likes to speak 
big, big grammar: “This is 
the child of my brain, the 
product of my endeavour, 
and the materialisation of 
my inventive genius. It is 
an anti-snake-bite vaccine. 
Western science has not 
succeeded in producing 
anything so potent. But I, 
Bambulu, have, without 
laboratories, without any 
help, produced this medi-
cine from the herbs of this 
village.”

In the realm of poetry, 
West African Verse, an 
anthology of poems selected 
and annotated by Donatus 
I. Nwoga, brought us into 
contact with some earli-
est Nigerian poets, such as 
Dennis Chukude Osadebay, 
but it was in A Selection of 
African Poetry edited by K. 
E. Senanu and T. Vincent 
that one really discovered 
great minds like Christopher 
Okigbo, Wole Soyinka, JP 
Clark, Gabriel Okara and the 
host of them.

The interest had devel-
oped. And when, in JSS 3, 
I was appointed assistant 
school librarian, I descended 
on the other titles and with 
gusto began to devour as 
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many as the little time I 
squeezed out of other school 
activities permitted. That 
was when I discovered The 
Pacesetters Series. Crossfire 
by Kalu Okpi, Evbu My 
Love by Helen Ovbiagele, 
Bloodbath at Lobster Close 
by Dickson Ighavini, Des-
ert Storm by Hope Dube, 
Director by Agbo Areo, 
Something to Hide by Ro-
sina Umelo, The Betrayer 
by Sam A. Adewoye, The 
Black Temple by Mohamed 
T. Garba, and The Extortion-
ist by Chuma Nwokolo are a 
few of the titles I still recall. 
It was then that I also read 
Twilight and the Tortoise 
by Kunle Akinsemoyin, 
and many other titles that 
I do not readily recall their 
authors.

In the Senior Secondary 
School, I discovered Afri-
can Writers Series, espe-
cially the works of Chinua 
Achebe, John Munonye and 
Elechi Amadi. Then I came 
in contact with Wole Soyin-
ka’s The Lion and the Jewel 
and The Jero Plays (The 
Trials of Brother Jero and 
Jero’s Metamorphosis) and 
other works such as Zainab 
Alkali’s The Stillborn.

But it was in the univer-
sity – in the introductory 
courses on fiction, poetry, 
and drama and theatre, as 
well as in the follow-up 
courses like African Poetry, 
African Fiction, African 
Drama, Studies in Poetry, 
Studies in Fiction, Studies 
in Drama, Modern Comedy: 
Moliere to Soyinka, among 
others – that the floodgates 
were thrown open and I 
beheld Nigerian literary gi-
ants in their majesty. There 
were Amos Tutuola’s The 
Palm-wine Drinkard; Wole 
Soyinka’s Madmen and Spe-
cialists, Death and the King’s 
Horseman, Kongi’s Harvest, 
The Strong Breed, The In-
terpreters, etc; JP Clark’s 
Song of A Goat; Efuru and 
Iduu by Flora Nwapa, Ni-
geria’s first female novelist; 
Second Class Citizen and 
The Joys of Motherhood by 
Buchi Emecheta; Things Fall 
Apart, No Longer at Ease, 
Arrow of God, A Man of 
the People, Anthills of the 
Savannah, and the collec-
tion of poems Beware, Soul 
Brother by Chinua Achebe; 
The Voice by Gabriel Okara; 
Ola Rotimi’s The Gods Are 
Not to Blame; Zulu Sofola’s 
Old Wines Are Tasty; John 
Munonye’s The Only Son, 
Obi, The Oil Man of Obange, 
A Wreath for the Maidens, 
and A Dancer of Fortunes, 
and so many others. And 
the poems of Okigbo, Soy-
inka, Okara, Clark, Odia 
Ofeimun, Niyi Osundare, 
Ossie Enekwe, Pol Ndu, 
Nnamdi Olebara, Mamman 
Vatsa, etc.

There were also other 
early authors whose works 

were not on the curriculum 
at the time. They included 
T. M. Aluko (One Man, One 
Wife, Chief the Honourable 
Minister, Wrong Ones in the 
Dock, One Man, One Ma-
chete, etc), Onuora Nzekwu 
(Wand of Noble Wood and 
Blade Among the Boys), INC 
Aniebo (Anonymity of Sac-
rifice, The Journey Within, 
Of Wives, Talismans and 
the Dead, and Rearguard 
Actions), Chukwuemeka Ike 
(Toads for Supper and Naked 
Gods), and, of course, Ken 
Saro Wiwa. The list is by no 
means exhaustive.

The works of these great 
minds were a bottomless 
fountain from which I and 
those of my generation 
and later generations who 
cared drank freely, and they 
helped to shape our minds 
for the better. But as I write 
this, one question lingers on 
my mind: what happened 
to these literary greats of 
yonder days? Apart from 
a few that we know their 
whereabouts, the rest might 
as well have gone into obliv-
ion – unsung, uncelebrated, 
unremembered. Apart from 
the Wole Soyinka Centre, 
an annual poetry prize and 
an investigative journalism 
prize in honour of Soyinka, 
I doubt if there is much else. 
Cyprian Ekwensi has an arts 
and culture centre in Garki, 
Abuja named after him. 
Achebe, Tutuola, Aluko, 
Munonye, Enekwe, Nwapa, 
Henshaw and others who 
have joined their ancestors, 
what about them? These 
heroes and heroines of lit-
erature may have brought 
more fame and good im-

T
he most re cur-
rent decimal in 
any discourse on 
housing develop-

ment in Nigeria today 
is the intractable deficit 
which the country suf-
fers and will continue 
to suffer from in many 
years to come.

This appears to be the 
major housing problem 
in the country but anoth-
er level of problem which 
is often muted borders 
on the value of the few 
residential houses in the 
c ountry est imate d at 
only 13 million units.

Analysts estimate that 
over 90 percent of these 
houses, which are largely 
self-built, are ‘dead as-
sets’, meaning that they 
are not in any form of 
mortgage and therefore, 
equity cannot be built 
on them nor can they 
be used as collateral for 
bank loan. This is quite 
unhealthy in a country 
where housing is quite 
deficient relative to the 
huge demand.

The housing s e ctor 
in the country remains 
largely underdeveloped 
b e c a u s e  g o ve r n m e n t 

are still lacking in the 
industry.

“ W e  d o n’ t  h a v e  a 
sound data-base of Ni-
gerians; the National ID 
Card is still struggling 
a n d  fo re c l o s u re  l aw s 
are still not strong”, says 
Toyin Banjo, a mortgage 
expert, arguing that if 
the banks had all  the 
above issues resolved, 
they would give people 
mortgage based on their 
credit rating.

According to him, as 
financial intermediators, 
it is the responsibility of 
mortgage banks to pro-
tect depositor’s money 
and for them to protect 
those deposits, they have 
to ask for something that 
would act as a back-up to 
the money they give out 
to borrowers.

has faile d to c ome up 
with the ne e de d p ol-
icy to grow the mort-
gage system which, in 
other economies, even 
in emerging economies 
like ours, drives housing 
development and home-
ownership.

As a c ountry of al-
most 180 million people, 
homeownership is said to 
be a little above 10 per-
cent as against 92 in Sin-
gapore, while the hous-
ing demand-supply gap 
is well over 17 million 
units,  with Lagos,  the 
c ountry’s  c ommercial 
nerve centre, accounting 
for about three million of 
the deficit.

There is no functional 
mortgage system and 
s ome exp erts  explain 
that the reason for the 
slow growth of the sys-
tem is because of its rela-
tive newness such that 
many people don’t even 
understand why they 
should save their money 
in mortgage banks.

“Of the over 10 mil-
l ion housing units  in 
Nigeria ,10 p erc ent of 
which is self-built, only 
about 5 percent is in for-

mal mortgage”, says Ajila 
Dare, a mortgage origina-
tor and adviser, adding, 
this means that, effec-
tively, about 95 percent 
of home equity/savings 
in residential develop-
ments are ‘dead assets’.

It  is  estimate d that 
mortgage f inanc e re -
quirement for the coun-
try is about N50 trillion. 
Many residential devel-
opments were built or 
bought without recourse 
to mortgage due to the 
many constraints that 
have to be overcome in 
securing the facility from 
mortgage institutions. 
Thes e c onstraints are 
regulatory, financial and 
operational.

Land ownership and 
management is always 
encumbered by admin-
istrative difficulties, es-
pecially with the issu-
ance of Governor’s Con-
sent. Apart from poor 
land registry practices, 
compensation for land 
is bas e d on ‘fair c om-
pensation’ which is in 
turn based on diverse 
interpretations.

An overarching legal 
and regulatory frame-

work for the housing 
industry is absent while 
limite d ac c ess to long 
term funding; lengthy, 
r i g i d  a n d  i n e ff e c t i ve 
foreclosure procedures;  
non-vibrancy of primary 
mortgage banks and low 
level of participation in 
the National  Housing 
Fund (NHF) are some of 
the financial constraints 
buyers have to contend 
with.

O p e r at i o n a l  c o s t s , 
manifest in high cost of 
housing developments 
such as building mate-
rials,  land ac quisition 
and transaction c osts 
and reliance on expen-
sive and conventional 
construction procedures 
coupled with inefficient 
land management and 
urban planning system 
also contribute to opera-
tional cost.

Low level  of  infra-
structure provision for 
housing units developed, 
skills shortage and insuf-
ficient capacity build-
ing are also part of the 
operational costs are is-
sues that need to be ad-
dressed.

Arguably, a major rea-

son for the low mortgage 
facility for residential 
developments is mort-
gage operators’ demand 
for equity contribution 
as prerequisite for loan. 
But industry operators 
say such c ontribution 
is necessary for a num-
ber of reasons includ-
ing the need to protect 
depositors’ money; need 
to hedge against default; 
lack of sound data-base 
on Nigerians among oth-
ers.

Equity contribution 
i s  a s  f u n d a m e n t a l  t o 
mortgage lending as it 
is to regular flow of in-
come and according to 
operators, banks usually 
demand this from loan 
seekers because there are 
institutional and regula-
tory developments that 

age to this country than all 
the politicians we’ve had 
since independence put to-
gether. Unfortunately, they 
do not have the powers and 
the wherewithal to name 
streets and national monu-
ments after themselves.

It was heartening to dis-
cover, recently, that there is 
a foundation set up in hon-
our of James Ene Henshaw, 
who died in 2007. Hen-
shaw also wrote Enough 
Is Enough, Children of the 
Go ddess,  Jewels of the 
Shrine, A Man of Character, 
among others. In its mission 
statement, which I found 
online, the foundation says 
it is “a charitable organisa-
tion set up to maintain and 
promote the literary legacy 
of James Ene Henshaw, a 
pioneer and one of the fore-
most playwrights to have 
emerged from the African 
continent”. Part of what it 
has elected to do in order to 
keep Henshaw’s legacy alive 
include to promote the un-
derstanding of African cul-
ture through literature and 
drama, encourage inter-cul-
tural dialogue and literary 
debate, promote emerging 
African writers, and initiate, 
and support projects where 
young people can engage in 
creative activities.

That’s the way to go. If 
the government cannot 
honour these giants, it be-
hoves us, as beneficiaries of 
their creative ingenuity, to 
begin to do something, how-
ever little, to immortalise 
them. It’s only then we can 
beat our chest and say, truly, 
the labours of our heroes 
past shall never be in vain.

‘Dead assets’ in housing deficient economy Talking Mortgage

(08037156969, chukuroko@yahoo.com)

with

CHUKA UROKO

22 Sunday 19 March 2017SUNDAYBD C002D5556



Perspective
Sunday 19  March  2017 SUNDAYBD 23C002D5556

While you were away, Mr President...

Buhari on the march again

President Buhari

M
onday, 6th February 
marked another wa-
tershed in protests 
against any govern-
ment of the day in 

Nigeria. It wasn’t a massive demon-
stration that could drown similar 
ones in the past. The significance 
rather rests in its coming at a time of 
biting recession, and in the absence 
of the leader of the nation, who was 
on medical leave abroad.

Even when the Police were able 
to persuade popular musician and 
initiator of the anti-government 
(termed, anti-Buhari) protest, In-
nocent Idibia (aka 2Face) to cancel 
the march on security grounds, the 
ordinary citizens, goaded by civil 
society organisations and student 
bodies, went ahead with the civil 
disobedience. That, in itself, sent a 
disturbing message: The people can 
take their destiny in their hands.

Taking our bearing from the 
Unity Fountain in Abuja, where pro-
testers in the capital city gathered, 
the anti-government group’s leader, 
Ezenwa Nwagwu, actually put the 
government on notice against future 
eventuality. According to him, the 
era of waiting for labour unions and 
other civil society groups to fight for 
the people was over.

“Our government needs to hear 
directly from us, not through NLC 
or TUC, those things we say in our 
offices, markets, schools, churches, 
mosques and cabs about how bad 
things are,” Nwagwu said, adding, 
“Nigerians would no longer fold their 
arms and watch government” not 
meeting its obligations to the people.

The protesters were saying, un-
equivocally, that the honeymoon, 
which they indulged President Mu-
hammadu Buhari with since May 
29, 2015, was over and, therefore, 
wanted solutions to their problems, 
and not excuses or blame game of 
the past.

Their request, as reported in the 
media, was simple: Improved qual-
ity of life for Nigerians. This they 
couched in a theme, “#I stand with 
Nigeria,” and displayed placards, 
some of which read: “We demand 
the change you (Buhari) promised,” 
“Where are the recovered mon-
ies?” “Exchange rate madness,” and 
“Emiefele must go.”

Of course, there was a counter-
protest by those who used a hashtag, 
“#I stand with Buhari,” with similar 
placards along that line: “Nigerians 
are fully with you,” “We are happy 
with your policies, especially the 
anti-graft war,” “We believe in Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari making 
Nigeria great again.”

A spokesperson for the pro-
government group, Mr. Amos Ada-
ka, while commending Buhari’s 
achievements, especially in the 
areas of security and anti-corrup-
tion, nonetheless, noted that “the 
President cannot reverse within 
two years of his administration what 
past administrations destroyed,” 
and asked Nigerians to “give the 
government more time to correct 
the anomalies.”

What’s apparent in these pro-
tests, though, was that the anti-
government group seemed to drown 
the voices of professed admirers, 
sympathisers and supporters of 
the President and his government. 
This indicates that while majority 

EHICHIOYA EZOMON

of Nigerians support the President, 
the past week equally shows that 
a greater majority might be against 
him, and ready to stamp their feet 
no matter his current indisposition.

So, it’s time to get real with gov-
ernance, which the then Acting 
President, Professor Yemi Osinbajo, 
promised the protesters in his mes-
sage, “We hear you loud and clear.” 
On his return to the country, Presi-
dent Buhari should take off from 
there, to assuage the feelings and 

anger in the land.
For a start, the President and 

his team must tackle headlong the 
multifaceted problem of unemploy-
ment, hunger, high cost of goods and 
fall in the people’s purchasing power. 
The aphorism, “A hungry man is an 
angry man,” was the reason for - and 
was on full display at - the nation-
wide protests by affected Nigerians.

It was good to have a counter-
protest by supporters of the govern-
ment. But make no mistake! Buhari’s 

After spending fifty one days 
in the United Kingdom for 
his routine medical check, 

President Muhammadu Buhari 
returned to the warm embrace of 
enthusiastic Nigerians.

Across the country, Nigerians 
danced, sang songs of joy, made 
merry and clinked glasses to 
celebrate the eventual reunion 
between them and their President.

His absence in the past five 
weeks had generated a lot of anxi-
ety and conflicting reports, but his 
intermittent assurances that there 
was no cause for alarm assuaged 
the frayed nerves of most Nigeri-
ans. Perhaps, what mattered most 
to Nigerians apart from the quick 
recovery of Mr. President from his 
ailment was the guarantee that his 
absence will not wreck the ship 
of state.

This concern was equally ad-
dressed as the president transmit-
ted an official letter to the Senate 
handing over the reins of power 
to Vice President Yemi Osinbajo. 
This singular act of President Bu-
hari ensured that there was no 
vacuum in power, while he rested 
in London. Gladly, the Vice Presi-
dent discharged the responsibili-
ties of the office creditably.

By ensuring that due process 
was followed during the period 

supporters were not against the 
grievances reeled out by the anti-
government demonstrators; what 
they pleaded for was more time, 
and support for the government to 
thrash out the issues in the economy.

Why would Nigeria, so abun-
dantly blessed with human and 
material resources, the self-named 
‘Giant of Africa’ and indeed, the ac-
claimed largest economy in Africa 
be ruled by the black market and 
measured in the dollar? The petty 

trader and subsistence farmer in 
the remotest part of Nigeria, who 
have never seen the greenback all 
their lives, now sell their wares in 
dollar-quoted Naira - promoted by 
officialdom, and leverage upon by 
corrupt and greedy citizens.

Why doesn’t Nigeria just adopt 
the dollar as its sovereign currency, 
so that the issue of speculation 
would be removed from our lives 
once and for all?

The President should timeously 
speak out, and take decisive action on 
trending issues; he shouldn’t wait for 
them to fester. Example is the serial 
attacks of so-called herdsmen all over 
Nigeria, and the unending bloodlet-
ting in Kaduna.

It took quite a while before official 
intervention came, and that was 
after much hollering by aggrieved 
and concerned Nigerians.

The government should, at all 
times, tell citizens what it’s doing, 
with facts and figures. For instance, 
the other day, the Minister of Trans-
portation, Mr. Rotimi Amaechi, 
spelt out the government plan to 
expanding the rail system across the 
country: How much was got from a 
Chinese loan ($7.5bn), where to be 
used and the timelines for comple-
tion of the projects. That’s informa-
tion management at its best.

All said, the President, in dealing 
with Nigerians, should not leave 
room for conjecture or doubt; trans-
parency must be the watchword. 
After all, integrity was the main 
pillar upon which he rode to power. 
Transparency begets integrity, and 
integrity inspires confidence and 
obedience in the citizenry.

*Mr. Ezomon, journalist and media 
consultant, writes from Lagos, Nigeria.

he embarked on his trip abroad, 
President Buhari has further 
strengthened our democracy and 
its institutions. He has further 
given vent to the deepening of rule 
of law and due process in Nigeria.

Suffice to note, however, that 
this approach is not new, as he has 
since 2003 approached the courts, 
even at the highest level to seek 
for justice in matters of presiden-
tial elections. In all democracies, 
adherence to the rule of law and 
obedience to the constitution has 
always remained the bulwark 
against impunity, injustice and 
tyranny.

Since his inauguration, Presi-
dent Buhari has shown leader-
ship by example, and Nigeria will 
flourish when laws are obeyed by 
those entrusted with power and 
responsibilities.

Already his administration has 
rolled out an ambitious Economic 
Recovery and Growth plan which 
will be vigorously implemented 
over the next four years to enhance 
economic growth and enable Nigeria 
exit from the current recession. As 
a stickler to excellence and the rule 
of law, it is doubtless that President 
Muhammadu Buhari will apply 
the same level of dexterity towards 
rebuilding the country’s economy.

Going by the numerous policies 
of his administration, it is obvious 
that President Buhari is focused on 
bequeathing a safe country, buoy-
ant economy and rebuilt infrastruc-

ture to Nigeria. So far, Nigerians 
across political divides have offered 
him unalloyed support in the ardu-
ous task of fixing the country.

Though the task remains a 
daunting one, but if the positive 
indicators in the economy, fight 
against corruption, and insurgency 
are taking into consideration, there 
is no doubt that the country will 
soon be out of the woods.

The failure of past administra-
tions to deliver on the dividends 
of democracy to Nigerians can be 
attributed to lack of political will, 
disrespect for the rule of law, im-
punity and unbridled corruption 
which pervaded the system.

Therefore, it is a thing of joy 
that he has returned to the country 
with better health and more zeal to 
continue on the path of rescuing the 
country from the sixteen years of 
maladministration of the Peoples 
Democratic Party.

The outpouring of emotions 
and happiness as President Buhari 
arrived Nigeria from the United 
Kingdom was evident on the streets, 
offices and motor parks especially in 
Bauchi, Katsina and Kaduna states. 
In fact the public reactions especially 
among his ardent followers can only 
be described as an effusive welcome.

The only way to interpret this 
level of joy among the people is 
that they have hinged their hopes 
for political and economic emanci-
pation on President Muhammadu 
Buhari.

His decision to immediately hit 
the ground running as soon as the 
Senate resumes is also a testimony 
of his determination to help actu-
alize the hopes and aspirations of 
Nigerians within the remaining 
two years and maybe beyond.

From all indications, President 
Buhari’s administration is already 
delivering on the ‘change’ he prom-
ised Nigerians during the election-
eering campaign. In various areas 
such as agriculture, roads and 
railway infrastructure, power and 
other sectors we are beginning to 
witness significant progress and 
if the government continues on 
this trajectory, then Nigerians 
will have cause to celebrate after 
his tenure.

Most importantly Nigerians 
have heaved a sigh of relief as far 
as the war against terrorism is 
concerned, and his commitment 
in eradicating corruption remains 
unwavering, and the resultant 
effect is that enough resources 
will be available to provide for the 
needs of the people.

Without doubt, there have 
been teething problems in tackling 
the basic economic and political 
problems in the country, yet the 
president’s resolve in providing 
focused leadership gives room for 
optimism and hope.

Chukwudi Enekwechi, journal-
ist and politician, writes from Abuja 
and can be reached via kwechis19@
yahoo.com

CHUKWUDI ENEKWECHI



Magu: A curious case of rejection    

T
w i c e ,  l a w m a k -
ers have rejected 
the nomination of 
Ibrahim Magu, act-
ing chairman of 

the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC), as 
substantive chairman, relying 
on a report by the Depart-
ment of State Security (DSS), 
Nigeria’s intelligence agency, 
casting doubts on his integrity.

“In the light of the forego-
ing, Magu has failed the integ-
rity test and will eventually 
constitute a liability to the 
anti-corruption stand of the 
current government,” says 
the DSS report, read by Dino 
Melaye, on March 15.

Many say the verdict was 
predictable because those 
with questionable anteced-
ents have been made arbiters 
of integrity.

“There’s a certain quag-
mire here and I don’t know 
what can be done about it. A 
man has to go for confirma-
tion hearing in an assembly 
peopled by crooks he is inves-
tigating,” says Pius Adesanmi, 
a Nigerian scholar based in 
Canada on his social media 
page.

Several people condemned 
the decision on social media 
and many agreed with it. 
Others raised other issues 
regarding why all EFCC chair-
men have to be from northern 
part of the country and even 
why it must be from the police 
force.

Social media space is liter-
ally peopled with characters 
unrestrained either by discre-
tion or decorum, hence people 
say what they really mean. 
The situation would have 
been hilarious, if it weren’t so 
terrible.

A damning security report
For his rejection the second 

time, the DSS merely referred 
the Senate to an October 3, 
2016, security report which 
indicted Magu of corruption.

The report said that Magu 
was being investigated for his 
close ties to an indicted retired 
Nigerian Air Force officer, 
Commodore Umar Moham-
med.

Among other things, the 
DSS said that a search warrant 
executed at Magu’s residence 
during the tenure of Farida 
Waziri as the EFCC chairper-
son sometime in August 2008, 
revealed he had in his posses-
sion sensitive files about public 
officers under investigation 
which resulted in his deten-
tion and subsequent redeploy-
ment from the EFCC back to 

the letters, I think if there was 
any ambiguity beforehand that 
has been cleared, I think it is 
important for us not to rubbish 
an institution unnecessarily.”

In his defence, Magu, a 
trained forensic accountant, 
demonstrated a poor appre-
ciation of methodical defence. 
Rather than speak to the issues 
raised in the report, he ques-
tioned the integrity of the DSS.

Defence lawyers know that 
attacking your accusers before 
providing a solid defence is not 
good strategy.

Attorney Oscar Michelen 
of the United States writes 
on his blog about courtroom 
strategy, “Remember the Five 
Ps of Trial: Prepare, prepare, 
prepare, prepare and prepare. 
Know the file, break down 
the depositions, think the case 
through, read the documen-
tary evidence over and over. 
Knowing your case better than 
your adversary is the first step 
to success.”

Curiously, Magu a trained 
investigator provided a feeble 
defence to the weighty charges 
against him, unwittingly vali-
dating the charge by senators 
that under him, the EFCC has 
degenerated into an institution 
that disregards due process, 
preferring media trial where 
evidence is inadequate.

However, in front of media 
cameras Magu explained that 
his relationship with Moham-
med was not as deep as alleged 
and the house in question actu-
ally belonged to Dora Akunyili. 
But then, it was a case of too 
little too late.

Ibrahim Magu
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the Nigeria Police Force.
The appointment of Ibra-

him Lamorde as EFCC chair-
man who has a congenial sys-
tem relationship with Magu 
led to his return to the EFCC.

Magu was also depicted as 
living a flamboyant lifestyle, 
renting a house worth N40 
million and cost a tad more 
to furnish which they claim 
Mohammed footed the bill.

It was also alleged that 
against a directive of the presi-
dent that public officers fly 
economy on government’s 
purse, Magu flew first class to 
Saudi Arabia to perform the 
lesser hajj at the cost of N2.9 
million.

A weak defence
As damning as the secu-

rity report was, the federal 
lawmakers questioned Magu 
about corruption within the 
EFCC, unlawful detention of 
suspects and disregard for 
court orders.

“There were two of such 
submitted reports to this office 
by the same law enforcement 
agency, the same day about 
the same people, that goes to 
tell you about the credibility of 
such an institution,” Magu said 
in his defence.

The Senators picked holes 
in it, “If there were two letters 
written to the clerk, I will to-
tally agree with what you are 
saying, one letter was written 
to the clerk, one letter was 
written to the adviser to the 
National Assembly,” said Bu-
kola Saraki, Senate president.

He added, “Yesterday, the 
same agency referred to one of 

It would be surprising if 
Magu expected a sympathetic 
ear. As head of the Econom-
ic Governance Unit (EGU), a 
frontline unit in charge of 
investigating senior public of-
ficials, Saraki, current Senate 
president, was grilled on the 
collapse of Societe Generale 
Bank of Nigeria, and James 
Ibori.

A divided house
However, the issues in Ma-

gu’s nomination debacle are 
far more nuanced. Why is 
the president keen on having 
someone his top intelligence 
agency has identified as a liabil-
ity superintend over an agency 
charged with combating cor-
ruption?

On December 15, 2016, the 
Senate first rejected the confir-
mation of Ibrahim Magu based 
on the DSS report. However, on 
January 24, President Buhari 
wrote to the Senate represent-
ing Magu for confirmation.

Buhari in the letter said that 
he had thoroughly investigated 
allegations in the DSS report 
against Magu and Babachir 
Lawal, secretary to the gov-
ernment of the federation and 
found them lacking substance.

Apparently, the DSS didn’t 
get the memo because they re-
ferred the senators to the same 
report indicting Magu.

“Was the presidency aware 
of the DSS report against Magu 
when it submitted his name to the 
Senate twice?” wondered Aminu 
Gamawa, a law teacher and legal 
practitioner, saying, “There is 
something fishy and confusing.”

It says a lot about the gov-
ernment when an agency 
under the presidency ques-
tions the choice of a nominee 
approved by the president. 
Nigeria’s public officials, after 
all, are not reputed to have a 
pulse that beats as clearly as 
their conscience.

Could this be the clear-
est evidence of a confused 
government whose officers 
cannot articulate a coherent 
message?

Only recently, Abike Dabiri, 
senior special assistant on 
Foreign, Diaspora Affairs to 
the President issued a travel 
advisory to Nigerians who 
intend to travel to the United 
States warning those without 
compelling reason to travel to 
the U.S to postpone their trav-
el plans until Donald Trump’s 
policy on immigration be-
comes clearer.

“In the last few weeks, the 
office has received a few cases 
of Nigerians with multiple 
entry US visas being denied 

entry and sent back to Nige-
ria”, said Dabiri-Erewa.

“In such cases reported to 
the office, such affected per-
sons were sent back immedi-
ately on their next available 
flight and their visas were 
cancelled.”

However, days later, Geof-
frey Onyeama, Nigeria’s for-
eign affairs minister, refuted 
the claim.

“I have reached out to the 
US Ambassador to Nigeria 
and the country’s high level 
officials who said nothing of 
such had happened. I can tell 
you to ignore the advice to 
reconsider travelling to the 
US because there is no basis 
for that,” he said.

Then he rubbed it in, “In 
speaking on any external rela-
tions, you will hear it from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs or 
the Office of the President.”

A constitutional  duty 
needing tweaks

For the avoidance of doubt, 
lawmakers cannot afford to 
send the signal that it can now 
cherry pick what security re-
port it can act upon.

“In rejecting Magu’s nomi-
nation, the Senate relied on 
security reports by the DSS. 
As far as I know, the DSS is 
not an institution under the 
Senate, nor does it report to 
the Senate. It reports directly 
to the president,” says Odion 
Omonfoman, a company ex-
ecutive based in Lagos on his 
social media page.

Is the DSS asserting its in-
dependence or exacting ven-
geance on Magu over some 
inter-agency scuffle as many 
have claimed?

If this was true, would a 
judicial review be needed to 
complement the confirmation 
process for sensitive positions 
where the motive of those 
charged with the confirma-
tion process is suspicion?  

The temptation to balk 
against this proposition should 
be tempered with the fact 
that Nigeria loses billions to 
corruption yearly and it has 
become a routine for public 
officers after leaving office to 
be investigated for corruption.

On the way forward, Paul 
Ananaba, a legal practitioner 
based in Lagos is of the view 
that “The president may have 
to look at the nominations 
again and if he feels strongly 
he can go ahead and nominate 
him because there is no spe-
cific number of times he can 
send a name. On the converse, 
the president may look for 
someone else.”

The rejection of Ibrahim Magu as EFCC chairman by Nigerian law makers raises questions about 
the confirmation process and cohesion in the APC-led Federal Government, writes ISAAC ANYAOGU

PersonalityOfTheWeek
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F
ootprint to Africa in 
2016 signed a Mem-
orandum of Under-
standing with the 
Small and Medium En-

terprises Development Agency 
of Nigeria (SMEDAN) geared 
towards boosting the country’s 
SME sector. How is that MoU 
working?

We have an understanding, 
a five-year MoU, with SMEDAN 
to help grow the Nigerian Small 
and Medium Enterprises (SME) 
base. We consider that a very 
serious move for the Nigerian 
economy and for Footprint to 
Africa because we recognise 
that SMEs are the backbone 
of every economy. We have 
encountered some difficulties 
getting that understanding to 
work because of unavailability 
of data. So Footprint to Africa 
and SMEDAN are working right 
now, brainstorming, consult-
ing on how to get the data of 
MSMEs operating in Nigeria. 
You cannot say you want to 
improve the agricultural sector 
of Nigeria, for instance, when 
you don’t have the data, say, of 
the quantity of sesame seeds or 
cashew nuts produced in Niger 
State or in Enugu State. Govern-
ment cannot promote SMEs or 
support them if it doesn’t know 
who they are, where they are 
operating, their capacity, their 
difficulties and their challenges. 
So, right now we are concerned 
with getting the data of MSMEs 
operating in Nigeria, we are 
working that out with SMEDAN. 
As that is going on, of course, 
because Footprint to Africa is 
not Footprint to Nigeria, we are 
involved in other economies in 
Africa. We are heavily involved 
in Sierra Leone, in Ghana, in Ke-
nya. Most recently we have got 
a UK textile company to invest 
over £50 million in Kenya and 
that is about to take off. 

You also have an under-
standing with Cross River State 
government. Could you enlight-
en us about this understanding?

The Cross River State alliance 
with Footprint to Africa was 
something that started out of a 
conversation I had with the gov-
ernor, Prof Ben Ayade. I realised 
that he has so much interest in 
developing Cross River State, 
and he is open to Public Private 
Partnership (PPP) and is willing 
to go the extra mile to support 
investors to come into Cross Riv-
er State. The bureaucratic bottle-
necks which are synonymous 
with Nigerian governments and 
government agencies are not 
there. Ever since Footprint to Af-
rica and Cross River State came 
to that understanding, there 
have been a lot of FDI inflows 

into Cross River State. Footprint 
to Africa and Cross River State, 
for instance, got in a first-class 
educational institution from the 
United Kingdom, the Schools 
Company, to overhaul the edu-
cation system of Cross River 
State. We are setting up a Royal 
Construction Academy in Cross 
River State that will concentrate 
in vocational skills training like 
masonry, tiling, POP, etc. 

We are 170 million people, 
we export crude oil and raw 
agricultural products, but we 
should be exporting skills out of 
Nigeria to other African coun-
tries. If you go to construction 
sites in this country today, you 
would see that the tiler is from 
Togo, the mason is from Ghana, 
etc. They say the best hands in 
POP are from Ghana, Togo and 
Cameroon, when we have over 
70 million youths in Nigeria. We 
have people here, we should be 
exporting skills and not at this 
time importing labour to come 
and do things as little as carpen-
try, masonry, joinery, etc. The 
Royal Construction Academy 
that we are setting up in Cross 
River State is going to focus on 
giving this training. The site has 
been handed over already. Cross 
River State is building a brand 
new city called Calas Vegas; it’s 

going to be a twin city on an is-
land and we are deeply involved 
in it. We are really impressed 
with the government of Cross 
River State and the partnership 
between Footprint to Africa and 
the state government will see 
a lot of investments come into 
the state. 

You and the governor were 
recently in a meeting with 
UK investors in London. Are 
these FDIs the outcome of that 
meeting?

Yes, they are. Driving FDI 
into Cross River State was part 
of the meeting in London and 
part of the alliance between 
Footprint to Africa and the 
Cross River State government. 
Beyond that meeting, we also 
have an understanding with 
some United States and South 
African investors as well and 
apart from the 21.3MW of elec-
tricity that is about to be gener-
ated in Cross River State, we are 
also currently discussing with a 
company in the US to come and 
put 10MW solar power station 
in the state. 

Apart from Cross River State, 
are you also discussing with 
other states of the federation?

Footprint to Africa is actively 

engaged in discussion with two 
other states currently but it is 
premature to disclose the details. 
We are also in talks with some 
investors who are interested in 
the Federal Government. Foot-
print to Africa and the Nigerian 
Investment Promotion Council 
are producing a documentary 
on the non-oil sectors of the 
Nigeria economy and that is also 
yielding a lot of interest in the 
non-oil sectors, but for now we 
would rather keep it between 
Footprint to Africa and those or-
ganisations and the federal and 
respective state governments 
until things begin to happen 
as they are happening in Cross 
River State now.

 
One of the innovations you 

came up with last year was the 
MarketSquare Africa, which is 
designed to help SMEs intercon-
nect. Nearly a year after, what’s 
the level of activity on that 
platform?

As the Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Investment, Dr Oke-
chukwu Enelamah, said during 
the launch of the MarketSquare 
Africa last year, the platform “is 
an idea whose time has come”. 
He was right because amazing 
activities are taking place on the 
platform. The Manufacturers 
Association of Israel has signed 
on to the MarketSquare Africa 
as a platform where manufac-
turers in Israel get agents and 
distributors within Africa. Com-
panies from India, China and 
so on are signing on as well. 
Ghana, Kenya and South Africa 
have also picked interest in the 
MarketSquare Africa.

 
You also launched ‘Africa in 

10 Minutes’. How’s that going?
We realised early on that 70 

percent of our visitors on the 
Footprint to Africa platform 
came from mobile devices. What 
we did was to incorporate the 
‘Africa in 10 Minutes’ so that 
those who do not have time 
to read can hit the button and 
watch weekly highlights of 
major happenings in the Afri-
can business and investment 
world in under 10 minutes. But 
in 2017 we have incorporated 
a destination interview. We 
have interviewed CGCs on that 
platform. Airtel, for instance, is 
in on that platform now, Seplat is 
on that platform. We go to these 
industries, we interview their 
MDs and we take live coverage 
of what’s going on there, we try 
to use it to show people that yes, 
a lot is happening in Africa. In 
the first week of April, we will 
be working in Ghana. As it is, we 
have had about 11 interviews 
and live destination coverage 
for 11 companies operating in 

Ghana.
 
Are you satisfied with what 

Footprint to Africa has done 
so far?

We thank God for what we 
have achieved. God has been 
faithful. Three years ago when 
we started Footprint to Africa, 
because we were operating out 
of Nigeria, a lot of people did 
not give us a chance. We had 
a lot of discouragement. Some 
people said we should take the 
platform to South Africa, or to 
Ghana, or to Kenya, that Nigeria 
was not the right place to start, 
but we didn’t agree with that; 
we are talking about 170 million 
Nigerians and we know there 
are fantastic people here. So we 
started from here. We may have 
had our challenges, we may not 
be 100 percent satisfied with 
what is going on today, but we 
think we are on the right path, 
especially with the online TV 
programme that we have started 
to also help showcase invest-
ment opportunities in Africa.

 
What is the next big step for 

Footprint to Africa?
We consider everything we 

are doing now very big. We are 
not in a hurry to incorporate the 
second stage of the Footprint to 
Africa business plan, we want 
to consolidate on what we have 
now, we want to consolidate on 
Footprint to Africa, we want 
to consolidate on our alliances 
with the states, we want to con-
solidate on the Marketsquare 
Africa, we want to consolidate 
on Africa in 10 Minutes. We will 
concentrate on these platforms, 
run them for the next one or two 
years, then we will go to the next 
stage of the business plan.

 
Do you have any word for 

intending investors into Africa?
My slogan is: If you are not in 

Africa, you are not in business 
yet. Look at the way the world 
is going now, there is nowhere 
in the world apart from Africa 
where the return on investment 
is more than 5 percent. In Amer-
ica it is 2-3 percent, 4 percent 
max; but in Africa you get 100 
percent return on investment, 
if not 1,000 percent. Africa is 
ready for investment, the coun-
tries in Africa now understand 
the need for cooperation and 
collaboration. 

So my advice to every inves-
tor out there is: come to Africa. 
If you can’t find the opportu-
nity in Nigeria, you can find it 
in Ghana, or Sierra Leone, or 
Mozambique, or Tanzania, or 
South Africa, or Cote d’Ivoire. 
Africa is ready, Africa is will-
ing. If you are not in Africa, you 
are not in business.

‘Footprint to Africa is on the right path, 
making solid impact in the right places’
Footprint to Africa Limited is a leading business and financial news resource and investment bridge com-
pany designed specifically to educate intra-African and foreign investors about the immense but untapped 
opportunities in Africa. OSITA OPARAUGO, its managing director/CEO, recently spoke to CHUKS OLUIGBO, 
assistant editor, on the company’s journey so far, its MoU with SMEDAN, collaboration with Cross River 
State government, among other issues. Excerpts: 

OSITA OPARAUGO
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Nigeria represents a real 
opportunity for Spur Group - CEO

the competition?
The world has not really recovered 

from the economic turmoil of the last 
decade – while the global economy is re-
covering, it is at a reasonably slow pace.  
Political upheaval globally, is unsettling 
consumers.  Economic inequality also 
seems to be a growing global trend.  
Unsettled weather and a growing 
world population is putting pressure 
on food resources, resulting in higher 
food inflation.  We are seeing that in 
general, the upper end of the market 
continues to be resilient – the rich are 
getting richer and have a bigger margin 
of discretionary spend to cushion short 
term dips in confidence.  The lower end 
of the market generally is taking more 
and more strain.  The middle class is 
getting more cautious in their spending, 
not knowing what the future may bring 
politically and economically.  

We will therefore continue to fo-
cus on product quality, offering and 
value – making sure that we can sat-
isfy our customers by providing them 
with an affordable, excellent quality 
meal in a welcoming environment 
that serves as an oasis away from 
the concerns of everyday life.  Lo-
cally, we are looking at supply chain 
opportunities to control costs and 
quality into our franchising network, 

W
elcome to Nigeria. 
Will this be your 
first trip to the 
country?

No. This is my second visit to the 
country, although I have been deal-
ing with our principle franchisee for 
many years.

What is the purpose of your visit 
to Nigeria?

To finalise our master franchise 
agreement with our franchisee, as 
well as several new locations that we 
are currently investigating. 

It is heart-warming to see an Afri-
can organisation like Spur Corpora-
tion Limited emerge a global leader 
in a very competitive industry. Can 
you give us an overview of Spur and 
how it all started?

Spur opened its first outlet in 1967, 
when the current chairman, Allen 
Ambor, started trading the Golden 
Spur, in Newlands, Cape Town.  He 
saw a gap in the market to provide 
a high quality product, at affordable 
prices, within a relaxed and family-
friendly environment. He believed 
that focus on the customer was para-
mount. Spur was developed from this 
ethos.  While the brand has evolved 
over the years, it essentially still 
embodies the original ideals of the 
founder.  Shortly after opening the 
first outlet, Allen recognised that in 
order to realise his dream of growing 
the brand nationally, he had to adopt 
a franchising model.  This brought 
with it many risks, in that he wasn’t 
able to physically be on site at each 
location to ensure that franchisees 
protected the values of the brand, 
and so he started developing the in-
frastructure necessary to maintain 
and enforce stringent standards, 
surrounding himself with the right 
people for the job. 

The company was listed on the 
Johannesburg Stock Exchange in 
1986 and underwent a major restruc-
ture in 1999. The group started the 
Panarottis Pizza Pasta brand in 1990 
to capitalize on the growing pizza 
market in South Africa at the time.  

John Dory’s Fish Grill Sushi was 
acquired in 2004.  The group ac-
quired the Captain DoRegos brand 
in 2012 in an attempt to cater for a 
broader section of the population in 
South Africa.  In 2014, the group ac-
quired the upmarket The Hussar Grill 
steakhouse chain.  Most recently, the 
group acquired a controlling interest 
in RocoMamas, a burgers, ribs and 
wings offering that appeals to mil-

lennial.
Having operated in the Nigerian 

environment for several years now; 
how would you assess the market, 
vis-à-vis your line of business?

We believe that while there are 
certain barriers to entry in any new 
market, there is certainly a need and 
a desire for our brand in Nigeria. 
Although it is highly competitive, 
we are making inroads in terms of 
getting our brand equity out into the 
market place.

Will you rate the return on in-
vestment from Nigeria as good?

We believe it will be, but, as in 
any business, we need to achieve 
a certain critical mass, in order to 
benefit from economies of scale and 
efficiencies within a region. Cur-
rently, travel costs are exorbitant into 
Africa. However, we believe that we 
need to take a longer-term view and 
invest now, in order to establish and 
grow our presence.

What factors underline your spe-
cific focus on Nigeria?

With the largest population in 
Africa and second largest economy, 
we would be misguided to believe 
that Nigeria does not represent a real 
opportunity for us.  Critical to our 

success however, will be to ensure 
that we can adapt to local customer 
tastes and demands and deal with 
certain of the operational challenges 
that are associated with new territo-
ries including, for example, supply 
chain issues. 

What is unique about Spur in the 
Nigerian market?

Firstly, I think that we are the first 
family restaurant in the Nigerian 
market - you will note that our logo 
states “family restaurant”. This will 
also reflect in our design, layout and 
food - an enjoyable family experience 
at reasonable pricing and good value.

Can you give us an insight into 
what the Spur Group plans to ac-
complish in Nigeria in the next five 
years?

One of our key learnings from en-
tering major territories that we are 
not fully au fait with, is that it is best 
to partner with local expertise and 
capital.  We have done so in Nigeria, 
and appointed a master franchisee in 
the region.  Our plan is to grow to at 
least 20 stores in the next five years. 

Competition in your industry is 
intense. What are the current global 
trends and how are staying ahead of 

BusinessInterview
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Pierre Van Tonder, CEO, Spur Corporation, in this interview with BDSUNDAY explains the decision of his company to invest in Nigeria despite some 
challenges. He expresses the optimism that although there is stiff competition, his organisation is greatly making inroads in terms of getting its brand 
equity out into the market place. Excerpt:

Pierre van Tonder

Continues on page 26
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Pierre van Tonder

to maintain franchisee profitabil-
ity while still offering value to our 
customers.  We are also focusing on 
internal back of house efficiencies in 
an effort to contain costs.

Spur Corporation has largely 
remained a franchisor, using its 
‘intellectual property, experience, 
skills and support infrastructure 
to manage franchised restaurant 
operations’. Would you describe this 
business model as successful or there 
would be some tweaking or shift in 
the future?

Franchising has been very success-
ful for us.  It is where our strength lies.  
Consequently, franchising is likely to 
remain our predominant source of in-
come in the long-term.  In South Africa 
though, we are considering looking 
at company-owned stores.  We have 
not always been successful with this 
course of action in the past, so, should 
we decide to go this route, we will be 
extra cautious to ensure that we don’t 
repeat the mistakes of the past.  We are 
also cautiously looking into the supply 
chain aspects of our business.

In the six months to December 
2016, Spur Corporation recorded 
growth of 10.2percent in South Af-
rica and 12.0percent in international 
restaurants in total franchised res-
taurant sales. What factors drove 
thes e  performances?  And how 
do you explain the variation in 
the South African performance as 
against the international leg?

The 12percent growth internation-
ally (excluding the United Kingdom) 
is in ZAR; on a like-for-like exchange 
rate,  the growth internationally 
(excluding the United Kingdom) was 
9.3%.  Local restaurant sales benefit-
ted from the rollout of RocoMamas 
in the current and previous periods.  
Panarottis, John Dory’s and The Hus-
sar Grill similarly benefitted from 
new store openings in the current 
and previous periods (the impact of 
new business is more pronounced 
in the smaller brands, compared to 
Spur), although to a lesser extent 
than RocoMamas.  

Growth in South Africa was ac-
c eptable but c onstraine d due to 
lower overall discretionary spend 
arising from high inflation, sluggish 
economic growth, and rising unem-
ployment. Our international business 
benefitted from excellent growth 
in Mauritius, and good growth in 
Australasia, following the very suc-
cessful launch of our first store in 
New Zealand.  This was offset by a 
disappointing performance in Af-
rica, which grew marginally.  The 
performance in Africa we attribute 
to political instability, poor economic 
growth (led by lower commodity 
pricing), and currency devaluations. 

To what extent has the closure of 
the group’s operations in the UK and 
Ireland impacted on your overall 
bottomline?

Until very recently, the United 

Kingdom did not result in any cash 
flow losses, although accounting 
losses were incurred due to the very 
high setup costs and poor exchange 
rate when we set up certain of the 
stores in 2007-2009.  As soon as we 
started incurring cash flow losses, we 
made the difficult decision to with-
draw from the United Kingdom.  We 
expect that the closure of the United 
Kingdom will be earnings enhancing, 
at least in the short to medium term.  
Given our history of impairments, 
the real benefit of closing the United 
Kingdom is likely to be improved 
shareholder sentiment.  Note how-
ever, that by far, the majority of our 
profits have always been generated 
in South Africa – the impact of the 
United Kingdom (excluding impair-
ments) on the group’s profits has 
therefore not been material. 

What is your assessment of the 
Nigerian hospitality industry? We 
often hear of its vast potentials 
and opportunities, but whether it 
is being strategically developed is 
another issue.

If one looks at the current market 
in Nigeria, it is self-evident that 
there is economic strain due to low 
commodity prices, however, this also 
creates an opportunity for us to grow 
the brand on a prudent basis. As we 
have seen in the past, when there are 
tough economic times, there are good 
transactions to be done that are com-
mercially viable for our franchisee.

The Spur Group has its roots in 
Africa. How much of African food 
or menu have you exported to the 
rest of the world?

While Spur is a South African 

icon, its offering is very “Western” – 
ribs, burgers, steaks, chicken wings, 
schnitzels.  These products are not 
unique to Africa.  Our USP locally 
is the package of quality product, 
value and dining experience – and 
this is the reason for our success.  
In other territories, we tweak the 
menu (but don’t reinvent it entirely) 
to deal with local specific tastes and 
preferences. One of our successes in 
the African continent is that we are 
highly sensitised to local tastes and 
preferences and we tweak our menus 
and offerings accordingly.

What is your assessment of the 
Nigerian investment climate broad-
ly considering the high cost of doing 
business in the country?

I  don’t think this is unique to 
Nigeria as building costs and food 
inflation have escalated worldwide 
over the past few years. One of the 
biggest challenges we have, not only 
in Nigeria, but the rest of Africa, is 
that the local currency is not used in 
rental negotiations, but rather based 
on US Dollar, which again makes it 
extremely difficult. Having said this, 
we assist our franchisee with the 
investment and with his discussions 
with property owners so that the 
necessary ROI can be achieved. 

14.  Growth is predicted to come 
from Africa and other emerging 
markets well into the next decade. 
Are you optimistic that this projec-
tion can still happen?

Theoretically, with one of the 
fastest growing populations, a young 
population and massive commodity 
reserves, it should be.  The big un-
known is politics.  Political shocks are 

in our view the single biggest risk to 
the long-term growth trajectory of 
the continent. 

To what extent is the Spur Group 
involved in CSR activities on the 
African continent?

From a corporate perspective, we 
have The Spur Foundation in South 
Africa, a substantial contributor to 
feeding hungry children. We take 
this principle and recipe to our fran-
chisees in the rest of the African 
continent and encourage them to get 
involved in local CSI initiatives.

Spur Group already has a rich 
portfolio of food and franchises. 
What else do you have in the pipe-
line for the African and global 
markets?

In Africa, our primary focus will 
be on territories in which we already 
trade to improve efficiencies and cap-
italize on economies of scale.  We will 
look at potential opportunities, for 
all of our brands in these territories.  
Australasia remains a good growth 
prospect – looking to capitalize on 
our initial success in New Zealand 
and potential opportunities in Aus-
tralia.  The Middle East does present 
some exciting opportunities that we 
are investigating. Having said this, 
we believe that Africa is still a huge 
opportunity for us.

For someone in the food and hos-
pitality business, asking you to name 
your choice of food can be quite tricky, 
I guess. Not really - I thoroughly enjoy 
steak, chicken and ribs from Spur! 

Having being with Spur Corpora-
tion Limited for over three decades 
now, what is uppermost in your 
mind now regarding your career and 
the future of the Corporation?

At 58, I am in the “Winter” of my 
career. I am excited by the talent rising 
among the ranks though and confi-
dent that there is the necessary suc-
cession to take the business forward.  
Longer-term concerns for me relate 
to sustainability – climate change and 
a growing population, and their effect 
on food and water security must be 
a huge worry to all of us, even those 
who aren’t in the food industry.  Politi-
cal instability and its power to cripple 
economies and create massive hard-
ship for populations also concern me. 

You are one of those who believe in 
the African renaissance, a continent 
capable of breeding young entrepre-
neurs to take it to the next level. Have 
the youth picked up the gauntlet? 
What advice do you have for  them?

I have no doubt that the youth see 
the hospitality industry as an oppor-
tunity to flex their entrepreneurial 
flair and get into their own business 
at the same time. If one looks at the 
hospitality industry over the past 
10 to 15 years in Africa, enormous 
strides have been made. So, I am a firm 
believer that the new generation will 
definitely be picking up the pattern to 
flex their entrepreneurial flair.

Continued from page 25
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USAID prepares businesses in northern states for 
effective participation in new trade agreement

B
usinesses in the north-
ern part of the country 
have concluded a two-
day capacity building 
workshop in the com-

mercial city of Kano, with a call on 
the Federal Government to scale-
up all necessary infrastructural 
and regulatory arrangements 
that will make it possible for 
them to maximise the benefits of 
the new global Trade Facilitation 
Agreement.

The business owners noted 
that the call became imperative 
as the current poor state of the 
nation`s infrastructure and regu-
latory environment, if not scaled 
up has the potential of undermin-
ing the successful implementation 
of the agreement.

This was the summary of the 
views expressed by business 
owners, while interacting with 
official of USAID, organisers of 
the programme. Accordingly, they 
believe Nigeria as a nation must 
urgently position itself, so as to 
take advantage of the numerous 
opportunities which the agree-
ment offers.

The business owners high-
lighted that being an active trad-
ing nation is one of the economic 
means through which the nation 
can transform itself from the 
present depression to the path of 
growth and development.      

The call is coming ahead of 
what seems to be the positive 
benefit which the nation is said 
will derive from being a signatory 
to the new World Trade Organisa-
tion (WTO)’s Trade Facilitation 
Agreement.

Some of the Experts, who 
spoke to BDSUNDAY, confirmed 
that that Nigeria, which is the 
biggest economy in sub-Saharan 
Africa could tremendously ben-
efit from the additional $1 billion 

growth per year which the new 
Trade agreement is expected to 
generate, with the biggest gains 
anticipated to go to the poorest 
countries in the world.

Similarly, the implementation 
of the agreement which com-
menced last month is expected to 
bring about a reduction in the cost 
of carrying out trade globally by 
about 14.3 percent annually.

Some of the specific issues 
which the business owners want 
tackled so that they can leverage 
on the agreement to capture more 
share of the lucrative global trade, 
ranges from standardisation of the 
quality of goods being produce 
in the country, as well as creat-
ing conducive environment for 
the manufacturing of exportable 
goods.

They also suggested that gov-
ernment put in place a mechanism 
for creating awareness for the 
new treaty among members of 
the Organised Private Sector (OPS) 
across the country as prevailing 

situation really indicates that most 
members of the trade groups are 
yet to be fully educated on the 
workability of the agreement. In 
the same vein, they want govern-
ment to strengthen the capacity 
of the zonal offices of the regula-
tory agencies, such as NAFDAC, 
SON, and others, so that they take 
decisions on all matters related to 
tradable goods without recourse 
to their headquarters.

 They observed that the current 
trend in which the final decisions 
on certification of goods meant 
for export are taken at the head-
quarters is affecting the ability of 
most of them from effectively par-
ticipating in exportation activities.                        

 Aniekan Ukpe, manager in 
charge of trade policy and capacity 
building, Nigeria Expanded Trade 
and Transport (NEXIT), who de-
livered a presentation on behalf of 
the Deputy Chief of Party, USAID, 
said that Nigeria has a lot to benefit 
from the new trade agreement if 
the right environment is created 

for operation agreement.
Ukpe stated that unlike the 

previous agreements which the 
country was a signatory which 
many Nigerians believe was not 
beneficial to the nation; this one 
will tremendously benefit busi-
nesses.

Giving an insight into dimen-
sion of international trade trans-
action process, he revealed that 
it entails buying, shipment, and 
payment of goods meant for either 
importation or exportation across 
international borderlines.   

According to him, the new 
Trade Facilitation Agreement 
(TFA) focuses on addressing the 
regulatory activities, practices, 
and formalities impeding seam-
less transaction among countries 
which weighed heavily on cost of 
moving the goods around.   

“Estimates show that the full 
implementation of the TFA could 
reduce trade costs by an average of 
14.3percent and boost global trade 
by up to $1 trillion per year, with 

  AdeolA AjAkAiye, kano       
the biggest gains in the poorest 
countries.

“For the first time in WTO 
history, the requirement to imple-
ment the Agreement is directly 
linked to the capacity of the coun-
try to do so. A Trade Facilitation 
Agreement Facility (TFAF) has 
been created to help ensure de-
veloping and least-developed 
countries obtain the assistance 
needed to reap the full benefits of 
the TFA,” he explained.

Ukpe further disclosed that 
the TFA entered into force on 22 
February 2017 after two-thirds of 
the WTO membership completed 
their domestic ratification process, 
Nigeria inclusive.

He noted that the Nigerian 
Government through the Ministry 
of Justice ratified the agreement 
in January, this year, after due 
consultation with all the major 
Trade Movements in the country, 
including NACCIMA, and others.

The workshop focused on is-
sues, such as: the concept of trade 
facilitation, and analysis of the TF 
Agreement and its implications. 
Other sub-topics like: nature of 
obligation and structure of the 
agreement was discussed, among 
others.  

In his remarks at the opening of 
the workshop, Faruk Rabiu Dan-
suleka, president, Kano Chamber 
of Commerce, Industry, Mines, 
and Agriculture (KACCIMA), com-
mended USAID for organising the 
workshop.

The workshop, which was 
primarily staged to create aware-
ness about the agreement and the 
benefits derivable from it, will go 
a long way in reducing the cost 
of carrying out trade in country 
which will benefit businesses.

Dansuleka said that the Kano 
Chamber of Commerce is ever 
ready to maintain a beneficiary 
relationship with USAID, and mul-
tilateral agencies, such as WTO.
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Faruk Rabiu Dansuleka, president, Kano chamber of commerce, delivering his address at the USAID interface with northern business 
community on WTO `TFA treaty held in Kano.

Rotary worries over conflicts on Nigerian roadsT
he city of Lagos is 
known for its busy 
roads and oftentimes 
reckless drivers who 

disobey traffic rules, resulting 
in traffic issues. Though it 
has become part of our daily 
life, highway and motorway 
problems such as fighting at 
the scene of a car crash can 
be eradicated if some con-
flict resolution mechanism 
is adopted.

In a bid to drive home this 
message of peace and con-
flict resolution, Rotary Club 
of Gbagada South embarked 
on a seminar, titled ‘Peace & 
Conflict Resolution & Preven-
tion’ with the theme ‘The role 
of community in maintaining 
peace on our roads’, to sensi-
tise communities within and 
around Gbagada.

Rotary International, 
a global organisation that 
works to build better life for 
people and the community, 
in line with its thematic ob-

jective on Peace and conflict 
resolution, held a seminar 
recently, chaired by the club’s 

President Rotarian Baba-
tunde Jeje.  

Speaking on the need to 

avoid over-speeding, the 
District Governor, Rotarian 
Patrick Ikelua represented 
by Rotarian Abiodun Aking-
bade, who serves as District 
Chairman of Community 
Services of Rotary District 
9110, advised road users to be 
careful and obey traffic rules 
while driving.

Engr. Kayode Oladesu of 
the Directorate of Vehicle 
Inspection Service (VIS), La-
gos State, was one of those to 
speak at the event. He spoke 
on the need for motorist to 
ensure that their cars are in 
good condition,emphasizing 
that it is a pre-condition for 
avoidingissues on the road 
since breakdown on the way 
are major sources of conflict.

Rotarian DrLateef Kes-

hinro, Deputy Medical Direc-
tor, Gbagada General Hos-
pital, spoke about the need 
to avoid accidents because 
they ignite disputes on the 
highway, especially when 
victims are far from an ami-
cable settlement. He gave 
instances where motorist 
resort to using blows to settle 
such disputes.

O l o t u  M i c h a e l 
Kayode,Chief Traffic Officer, 
Lagos State Traffic Manage-
ment Authority, made it clear 
that when motorist abide 
by traffic rules, conflicts on 
our road can be reduced to 
zero. He pointed at practices 
that help to keep the road 
trouble free such as disci-
pline drivingincludingLane 
keeping. 

…Holds seminar

L-R: KayodeOladesu, Rotarian BabatundeJeje and Adeyemi Bashir at a seminar on Peace 
and Conflict Resolution/Prevention organised by Rotary Club of Gbagada South.
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Start taking stock-
Bible verse: Ecclesiastes 

7:27 – ‘Behold, this have I 
found, saith the preacher, 
counting one by one, to find 
out the account’:

Solomon the preacher 
took time to take stock of 
life and came out with some 
findings, we ought to do the 
same, especially, now that we 
are into another year, which 
we absolutely know noth-
ing about. Like Solomon, we 
ought to take stock.

Yes, you really need to 
take stock. The past year has 
just shut down, and you can’t 
afford to have ended it with-
out doing a proper balancing.

Taking stock demands 
a lot of time and concen-
trations. You need to think 
through.

Guidelines to questions 
you need to answer in tak-
ing stock:

# Which was your best 
month and your worst 
month in this year?

#What made it the best 
month or the worst month?

 * Spirituality
# What was your greatest 

spiritual strength and weak-
ness this year?

# What particular aspect 
did you enjoy your walk/
work with God?

# What was your most 
recurring sin?

# What are the new spiri-
tual commitments you made 
this year?

#Did you succeed in main-
taining your commitment?

 *Friendship/relationship
# How many new friends, 

contacts, networks, profes-
sional bodies did you meet 
this year?

# How many of them had 
positive impact on your life, 
and how many of them are 
still active?

# Who are the friends you 

need to disconnect from?
# Who had the most posi-

tive influence on you?
# How many people do 

you need to forgive? And how 
many do you need to ask for 
their forgiveness?

#Who and who do you 
need to appreciate before the 
end of this year?

 *Skills acquisition
# How many new skills 

did you acquire?
# How many skills were 

you able to utilize?
 *Time management
#What was your greatest 

time waster this year?
# What particular activ-

ity in your daily routine, did 
waste your time?

# What was the number 
one thing that helped you to 
manage your time?

 *Finance
#What was your major 

source of financial income 
this year?

# Were you able to pay the 
tithe of all your incomes?

# Was your spending ex-
travagant or modest?

# Were you spending 
more than your income?

# Were you able to sepa-
rate your needs from your 
wants?

 * Mental development
# How many books did 

you read this year?
# How many seminars, 

workshop, conferences, train-
ing, etc, did you attend this 
year?

 * Opportunity
# How many positive op-

portunities did you miss this 
year?

# How many did you uti-
lise?

What great leaders do in the face of 
adversity, stress and tragedy (2)

 * Personal makeup
# What are the habits 

you need to eliminate from 
your life?

# What habits helped you 
in achieving your goals, in 
building your relationship 
with people, and your walk 
with God?

 #What percentage of 
your goals did you achieve?

Don’t just shut down with-
out a proper balancing. 2017 
should be a year you have 
never experienced before. 
Get set for it. Determine to 
succeed beyond measures. 
I pray that God will help us. 
Start taking stocks now! See 
you on top in the year 2017!

 Action point: Pick your 
book and biro. Go to a solitary 
place. Shut off yourself from 
the hustling and bustling of 
the season, and spend time 
with God as you take an in-
ventory of your life. A major 
thing to articulate and work-
out a workable set of tools for 
the year and beyond, is the 
following, pay great atten-
tion to it.

 What is Your *PDP* for 
2017?

Your *PDP* is Your *Per-
sonal Development Plans*.

Your *PDP* must be a *De-
tailed, Well-Structured, Artic-
ulated and Written Plan* that 
will demand your *loyalty 
and commitment*.

Your *PDP Guide* must 
include the following:

1. *Building Spiritual Ca-
pacity* (Moving from Just 
*Relationship* to Quality *Fel-
lowship* with Your *God*)

2. *Inspirational And Mo-
tivational Books* to *Read* 
in 2017 (weekly, monthly or 
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quarterly)
3. *Professional And Ca-

reer Development* Seminars, 
Conferences or Workshops 
to attend. (either *Paid or 
Free*)

4.*Mentors and Coaches* 
you must *connect* with 
in 2017, that will *add great 
value* to your life and work.

5.*Relevant/Additional 
Skills* to *Develop* or *Sharp-
en* to enhance your ability to 
*SERVE* people and *EARN* 
more.

6. *Events, Places, Cities 
and Nations* To *Visit* for 
personal *relaxation, recre-
ation and education*.

7. *Networks or Associa-
tions* to join, that will serve 
as *leverages* for *opportu-
nities* and *connections* 
(online or offline)

8. What *Products or/and 
Services* will you be creating 
in 2017 to multiply *IMPACT* 
and increase *INCOME*.

A must-have in the market place

M
arketplace is 
not just a place 
of buying and 
selling, rather 
it is a place of 

intense transaction, it is a place 
of WAR. It is full of victors and 
the vanquished. Every man and 
woman is involved because in 
life we are either trying to get or 
give a good or render a service 
for profit. The sad thing is that 
the marketplace is lopsided 
as there are few winners and 
many losers. Most people have 
accepted their lot to be preys, 
while the few predators feast 
on them. So, what is your posi-
tion? We all have the choice to-
day to be winners in the market 
place, below are the must have:

 1. Right bearing
You must get your BEAR-

ING right. Marketplace is not a 
purposeless place. You are not 
there because others are there. 

You need to know the reason. 
On no account must you lose 
sight of the reason for being 
there. You are there to win and 
win you must.

 2. Tenacity
Don’t forget the definition of 

what marketplace is. It is a place 
of intense physical and spiritual 
transaction for profit. The inten-
tion of every participant is to 
take forcefully. Your interest 
is not their concern; at all cost 
they must take. But they only 
succeed against people that are 
weak and uninformed. Tenacity 
is the quality or fact of being de-
termined, your determination 
must be second to none.

 3. Fearlessness
Ever wondered that most 

times the people that make 
greatest boast are usually 
those who have never been 
tested before? Every success-
ful person in the marketplace 
is not immune to fear, rather 
he has learnt to put fear in its 
place. They ride on the wing 
of fear to take what belong 
to them by right. God’s love 
letter to us says, FEAR NOT 
or said in other words FEAR 
NOUGHT. This is where many 
intelligent, strong, skillful 
people miss it. They drop 
them all at the altar of fear 
and they end up losing big 
time in life. You must go 
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into the marketplace with a 
consciousness of the God of 
heaven been by your side.

 4. When to retreat
Retreat does not mean sur-

render. Your knowledge of 
the fight you are up against 
must be clear to you before 
you enter into it. This will help 
you to know when to retreat. 
It is better to lose some than to 
lose all. There are always many 
opportunities that are going 
to be presented to you when 
you make a comeback. Retreat 
periods are usually times to 
gain strength and add more 
knowledge to what you know. 
The circumstances that made 
you beat a retreat are no match 
for your comeback.

 5. Networking
He that wants to have friend 

must show himself friendly 
(Proverbs 18:24). Association 
is key, good association. You 
cannot hide under the guise of 
temperament and succeed in 
the marketplace. Your dealings 
are with humans not animals. 
Maximise every relationship in 
your space. Belong to one group 
or the other and show yourself 
friendly. You cannot work or 
live in isolation.

 6. Skill
A skillful person in his line 

of business is a wanted person 
in the marketplace. Market-

place is not home to mono-skill, 
it is the more the merrier that 
is appreciated. The era of bran-
dishing certificate is over, it is 
what you are good at, that the 
marketplace will pay you for. 
You need to acquire more skills.

 7. Perseverance
This is what separates boys 

from men. There is always a 
point you get to in your busi-
ness that you feel it is either not 
worth it or you are tired. Your 
ability to transverse this stage 
is a winning ability. A lot of 
folks call it quit at this point. The 
circumstances are not letting off, 
they do not seem to be making 
progress. Usually that is when 
you should stay on longer and 
you will be surprised at what 
follows.

 8. Walk with God
The journey in the market-

place is not just a physical jour-
ney by reason of buy and sell. 
It is a spiritual journey. Every 
transaction in the marketplace 
is first of all spiritual before it is 
physical. Diabolism is the order 
of the day. Your counterparts 
in the marketplace are familiar 
with this so you have to be in 
on it. You do not know God be-
cause you want to do business. 
You know Him because He is all 
you need in life.

 
Remain blessed.

SPIRITONOMIcS
Identifying the 
missing ingredients

D
o these sound 
familiar: Don’t 
talk with food 
in your mouth-

ful! Don’t whistle! Walk 
straight, don’t drag your 
feet!  Stop picking your 
nose! Sit like a lady! Don’t 
laugh with reckless aban-
don like a harlot! Don’t put 
your hands on the wall!So 
many ‘don’ts’ from our 
mother while growing 
up made my siblings and 
I think of  her not only 
as the world’s strictest 
parent, but most of all, 
as a super-efficient fun 
spoiler. Little did we know 
that we were simply in 
the refiner’s fire, being 
processed for excellence.

Even though my moth-
er drilled the importance 
of good manners into me, 
I spent the first 32 years 
of my life living and act-
ing in blissful ignorance 
about the attributes that 
helped one get to the top. 
I thought that with all the 
noise being made about 
getting a degree, it was 
a sufficient criterion for 
getting to the top.  I was 
wrong. One’s professional 
expertise, years of experi-
ence, wealth, fame, pedi-
gree are mere foundations 
for the journey, what re-
ally distinguishes you is 
more subtle and abstract. 
They are a series of attri-
butes that are intangible 
but highly perceivable. 
Decorum, finesse, class 
and poise are four words 
that can be summed up 
as refinement; a quality 
that is impossible to do 
without in today’s global 
village.

In his  work,  The 
Foundation of Personal-
ity, Abraham Myerson 
incisively observed that 
the progress of man is 
marked by a change in 
his “taste”; a change and 
a transformation into 
what can be considered 
mannerly, beautiful and 
pleasant behaviour. This 
progress is called refine-
ment. Although the term 
is also used in relation to 
a dozen other things, its 
root meaning refers to the 
improvement or clarifica-
tion of something by the 
making of small changes. 
For our purpose, a re-
fined personality denotes   
possessing a cultured el-
egance in behaviour or 
manner.  A trait that you 
will agree is grossly lack-
ing in our world today.

 education Vs Refine-
ment   

In yesteryears, the pro-
cess of education was 
much different from what 
it is today; in addition to 
acquiring expertise in 
selected crafts,  young 
men and women were 
taught how to comport 
themselves in all matters 
pertaining to civilised 
public conduct, speech, 
dress et cetera. As the 
years have rolled on how-
ever and the frontiers 

of knowledge have ex-
panded, our educational 
system and curriculum 
have evolved from one 
that emphasized practical 
everyday matters to one 
that is centred on highly 
theoretical and technical 
learning. Today, when we 
say someone is educated, 
we mean the individual is 
literate and has expertise 
in a particular field.  Our 
emphasis is not on how 
well they comport them-
selves in public or how 
well they understand, 
manage and relate with 
others, it is on matters like 
how many degrees a per-
son has and what school 
they attended.

Indeed, we have sacri-
ficed refinement on the 
altar of academic quali-
fications and this makes 
our graduates come across 
as educated illiterates. 
Should we for want of 
degrees throw away deco-
rum and human decency?  
Where is the place of hu-
man dignity even in the 
face of difficult situations? 
If in the end, after success-
fully acquiring these high 
sounding degrees and 
qualifications we lack the 
ability to understand our 
emotions and manage 
those of others, will this 
not lead to the destruc-
tion of the very things 
we spent years acquiring? 
Would we therefore call 
ourselves successful?

Whatever happened 
to the need to learn how 
to be a successful member 

of society?  The truth is 
that our ideas of educa-
tion take too narrow and 
too low a range. There is 
need of a broader scope, a 
higher aim.

Think about wars. 
What starts them?  In 
simpler terms, we can 
say that wars are caused 
by a breakdown in com-
munication. A breakdown 
in communication on the 
other hand is caused by 
the intrusion of either 
physical noise or psycho-
logical noise, or both. Of 
the two, psychological 
noise accounts for the 
larger share. 

(Excerpt from The Art of 
Refinement by MaviIsibor)

 MaviSokiaIsibor- The 
Etiquette Icon is the Author 
of The Art of Refinement, 
Nigeria’s first resource mate-
rial on Etiquette. She is also 
Group CEO of Poise Nigeria 
Limited, Nigeria’s premier 
and foremost Personality 
and Image branding consul-
tancy firm.

For comments, questions 
and contributions, kindly 
send a mail to msi@poiseni-
geria.org
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Maximising the potentials 
of Moringa plant

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

I
t has been variously dubbed 
the ‘wonder plant’ or the 
‘miracle cure’ to as many 
as 300 diseases known to 
man. But here in Nigeria, 

it has been grown by mostly 
the Northerners who use it  for 
fences or sometimes for medicinal 
purposes without realizing its 
enormous economic potentials to 
the country. That was until late 
December 2010 when the Raw 
Materials Research Development 
Council (RMRDC) hosted the First 
National Summit on Moringa in 
Abuja to draw public attention 
to it.

However,  to make it more 
lucrative there is a growing 
interest and need to make research 
findings public for stakeholders’ 
benefit. Experts posit that if 
properly harnessed Moringa could 
generate well over 500 billion 
annually.

According to the Director-
G e n e r a l /C h i e f  E xe c u t i ve 
O ff i c e r  o f  R a w  M at e r i a l 
Research and Development 
Council (RMRDC),Professor 
Peter Onwualu the plant is so 
nutritionally useful to man that 
the leaves have three times more 
iron than spinach, the fruit has as 
much protein as eggs, with four 

times more vitamins than carrots. 
In addition, it also boasts of four 
times more calcium than in milk, 
three times more potassium than 
found in bananas and seven times 
more vitamin C than in oranges.

The import of this, is that 
when the leaves and fruits are 
consumed they could boost the 
production of haemoglobin as 
part of red blood cells to stave off 
the effects of anaemia, enhance 
the building of body cells because 
of the high protein content and 
substantially improve vision and 
the building of strong bones and 
teeth because of the presence 
of vitamin A. The presence 
of potassium means that it is 
good for the development of a 
healthy heart while the Vitamin 
C confers a healing power on 
injured body cells. The real 
challenge therefore, is to bring 
these to the doorsteps of the 
consumers most of who are 
unaware of the huge potentials 
of Moringa.

 There is a growing need to 
intensify effort by government 
to increase investment in the 
cultivation, processing and 
add to the plant as a means to 
diversify the nation’s economy 
from oil. The socio-economic 
benefits of developing the entire 
value chain of Moringa plant 
cannot be overemphasized. To be 
able to compete favourably with 
earnings from crude oil, a lot of 
public enlightenment is required. 
Farmers, investors, processors 
and marketers have to be fully 
involved in setting a template 
to maximize the immens e 
nutritional and economic benefits 
to Nigerians. More grants should 
be granted to researchers and 
private-driven industries that 
are likely to spring up towards 
Moringa’s development in 2011 

and beyond.
            As an outcome of the 

Council’s research, Onwualu 
revealed that few people have 
already developed products such 
as tea from leaves. The treatment 
of debilitating diseases such as  
diabetes, hypertension, stress, 
ulcer, constipation, rheumatism, 
arthritis, asthma and cancer are all 
ascribed to it. The leaf, processed 
in powder form and  added to pap 
has been found efficacious in the 
treatment of constipation. This 
is popular amongst the Hausas 
who call it Zogole. They also make 
salad from the leaves which sells 
at N1,500 each at popular hotels 
in such cities as Abuja, Kaduna, 
Kano and Zaria.

On his part, the former Minister 
of Science and Technology, 
Mohamme d Abubakar has 
observed that the plant is believed 
to prevent over 300 diseases. The 
plant’s tiny leaves are packed 
with much-needed nutrients 
especially protein, vitamins and 
iron that could strengthen the 
body’s immunity even against 
HIV/AIDS.

            In addition, it has also 
been shown that the local plant 
resources could really provide 
the substitute for the chemical 
used in water treatment, that is 
Alum, This  is capable of saving 
the government a whopping sum 
of N354.5 million currently being 
spent annually on importation by 
the Federal Government.

            According to the Permanent 
Secretary in the same Ministry 
of Science and Technology, Mr. 
Adefemi Olayinsade “one key area 
that is already being targeted is 
the use of extracts from the plant 
seeds as natural coagulant for 
water treatment especially for 
the rural community where the 
lack of portable drinking water is 

posing serious challenges”.
The million naira question is to 

find out how this all-purpose plant 
could be exploited to galvanise the 
nation’s sustainable development. 
For instanc e,  i t  has b e en 
discovered that though Nigeria 
is home to vast raw agricultural 
raw materials, it is short in terms 
of production of intermediate 
products. Nigeria is the world’s 
largest producer of cassava but it is 
not in the world map of industrial 
starch production. It processes less 
cassava than Thailand and Brazil. 
Similarly, its huge potentials in 
the production of cocoa, cashew 
and sesame seeds are grossly 
under-utilised because of lack of 
the application of local processing 
technology.  

It would be recalled that in 
2004 when the Chief Olusegun 
Obasanjo-led administration 
came up with the 10 per cent 
cassava flour input in composite 
wheat flour bread making there 
was a lot of hoopla, including 
n a t i o n - w i d e  w o r k s h o p s 
on how to make profits from 
what would have turned out 
a cassava revolution but it fell 
flat on its face because of lack of 
the technological knowhow to 
see it through. Back then, some 
farmers took loans to embark 
on massive cultivation only to 
face an embarrassing glut years 
later. How do we avoid a similar 
mistake?

T h a t  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e 
significance of the RMRDC’s 
i n i t i at i ve  b y  h o s t i n g  t h e 
conference. It was during the 
summit that the Onwualu 
disclosed that the agency would 
also consider the various uses 
of the product of the tree with 
presentations to cover areas 
of food security, nutritional 
supplements, medicine, water 

treatment and other chemicals, 
renewable energy, ornamentals 
and environmental concerns.

            According to the Minister 
Moringa plant has become even 
more economically important to 
the country and relevant because 
it could contribute effectively 
towards achieving some aspects 
of the MDGs. He added that the 
paradox of the plant is that it has 
been found to thrive most in parts 
of the world considered as poor, 
underdeveloped and developing. 
These include countries in Asia, 
Africa, South America and 
Caribbean countries.

What is needed is a pilot plan 
on how to:                                               

*Grow the plant in commercial 
quantities.

*Processing methods to make 
it into powder, capsules, as a 
coagulant for water purification

*Get the best information on its 
uses, shelf life

*Utilise the best packaging to 
display relevant information on 
dosage.

* I d e n t i f y  t h e  m a r k e t 
opportunities including that of 
export and make use of them.

*The development of local 
technology that would involve 
personnel and processes that 
would save foreign exchange.

There should be a synergy 
first, between research institutes 
that are involved in related 
researches to harmonise findings 
and also with the private sector 
that would finance projects that 
would expand the Moringa’s 
benefits. On a general note, what 
is important is to sustain this great 
discovery and make it a veritable 
tool for employment generation 
and health-giving plant.

Capri-Sonne excites children 
with ‘Fun Alarm Promo’

I
n an effort to reinforce its 
leadership of the fruit juice 
market for children, Capri-
Sonne, the fruit juice moth-

ers all over the world trust, has 
launched a national consumer 
promotion tagged ‘Fun Alarm Pro-
mo.’ The promo which is targeted 
at mothers who want the best for 
their children will give them the 
opportunity to win free gifts in-
side every carton of all variants of 
their favourite Capri-Sonne that 
they buy while the promo lasts 

Cartons of the world’s No. 1 fa-
vourite drink of children in Nigeria 
will contain gift items which can 
vary from carton to carton. The gift 
items ranges from Pencil Cases, Rul-
ers, Colourful Stickeez and lots more. 

The Capri-Sonne “Fun Alarm 
Promo” which is being amplified 
nationwide with an effective media 
campaign running on major regional 
and national television channels and 
radio stations in the country. Simul-

taneously, the campaign is being 
driven through advertisements on 
Billboards and digital platforms like 
Twitter and Facebook. Consumer 
engagement platforms such as 
trade activations in open markets 
and consumer activations like taste 
trials in schools and shopping malls 
has commenced in various cities to 
connect with the consumers.

According to Managing Director, 
Chi Limited, Deepanjan Roy, “We 
are confident that - the Capri-Sonne 
Fun Alarm Promo will resonate 
with children across Nigeria, will 
create the excitement and fun that 
Capri-Sonne is known for, by of-
fering experiences children love to 
engage in.

Trusted by Mothers for its health 
benefits and widely popular with 
children across Nigeria for its deli-
cious taste, Capri Sonne is made 
from natural ingredients, with no 
artificial flavours, no added sugar 
and no added colour.

L-R: Godfrey Nzamujo, director, Songhai Regional Centre, Porto Novo, Benin Republic; Segun Adekunle, special adviser to Oyo state governor 
on Agriculture; and Abiola Ajimobi, the governor, during the governor’s working visit to the centre recently.
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The economics of Girl-Child 
education investment

G
lobally, invest-
ments are, in 
simply terms, 
measured by the 
returns in dollars. 

For the investment to be con-
sidered successful, the returns 
must be significantly greater 
in value than the investment 
with turnover time, and other 
related factors.

 However when the in-
vestment is being made by 
a national government, the 
outlook changes. Other fac-
tors such as impact on Gross 
Domestic Product, Human 
Development Index, rate of 
employment, human capital, 
social economy, per capita in-
come and more, are added as 
parameters. While financial 
returns remain necessary, 
how the investment decision 
affects the largest number of 
the citizens in a long term is 
paramount to most leaders.

 At the moment, the world 
is sitting on a crisis. With 130 
million girls out of school 
globally and most of them in 
sub-Sahara Africa, national 
governments are faced with 
a huge challenge, which also 
is a fantastic investment op-
portunity. In sub-Saharan 
Africa, just 34% of girls com-
plete lower secondary school, 
while 42% of boys do. Though 
both figures are not inspiring, 
aiming for parity provides na-
tional governments, especial-
ly Nigeria’s, a unique opportu-
nity to get tremendous return 
on investment at a relatively 
lower cost.

 A recent report on ‘Girls 
Education in Nigeria’ by the 
British Council found that 
54% of adolescent girls in the 
North East are out of school. In 
the North West, the figure is 
53%, 21% in the North Central, 
9 per cent in the South South, 
six per cent in the South West 
and four per cent in the South-
East.

 Another study, ‘Girl Child 
Education: Rising to the Chal-
lenge’ by academics: Grace 
Nmadu etal, published in the 
African Journal of Reproduc-
tive Health in 2010 revealed 
that northern Nigeria’s high 
gender inequity in education 
places the majority of young 
girls at a severe disadvantage.

 The study examined enrol-
ment, dropout, and primary 

school completion rates in 
three communities in Kaduna 
State. It found that less than 
half of young people (6-25 
years) living in northern Ni-
geria are currently enrolled 
in school and the majority of 
students are males (60%). The 
analysis found that there are 
nearly twice as many boys 
graduating from primary 
school as girls, and the drop-
out rate for boys is just about 
half  (3%) of the dropout rate 
for girls (5.4%).

 Profoundly the study re-
vealed that only 20% of wom-
en in the North West and 
North East are literate. And it 
concluded that, “high level of 
out-of-school girls seen in this 
study has grave implications 
that are detrimental to the 
society as a whole and which 
can affect girls’ lives negative-
ly in all ramifications.” 

The inequality in access to 
education between boys and 
girls in Nigeria has wider im-
plications. Uneducated girls 
are exposed to child marriage. 
They are forced to raise chil-
dren while they still children. 
These girls often get confined 
in a cycle of poverty with no 
skill and are completely un-
able to fulfill their potentials.

 Assuming Nigeria suc-
ceeds in educating all boys. 
That would mean harness-
ing only about half the coun-

try’s potential for economic 
growth.  Educating every 
girls brings in the other half 
to the table and does more. 
Studies have shown the chil-
dren – boys and girls – of an 
educated mother are not only 
more likely to survive the first 
five years of life. They are also 
more likely to turn out edu-
cated.

 The returns on investing 
in girl-child education are 
huge. A report published by 
ONE, a global campaigning 
and advocacy organisation, 
titled, ‘Poverty is Sexist: Why 
Educating Every Girl is Good 
for Everyone’, draws attention 
to the crisis – and opportunity 
– around girls’ education and 
demonstrate why educating 
girls is a smart investment.

 The report, published as 
a part of the #GirlsCount 
campaign, shows how edu-
cating a girl for a day costs 
less than a loaf of bread or 
a daily newspaper and that 
educating every girl to sec-
ondary level in sub-Sahara 
Africa could help save the 
lives of 1.2 million children. 
It states that educating girls 
to the same level as boys 
could yield between $112 
and $152 billion a year to de-
veloping countries.

 It’s been found that every 
dollar invested in an addition-
al year of schooling, particu-

larly for girls, returns earn-
ings and health benefits of $10 
in low-income countries and 
an additional year of school-
ing for girls is estimated to re-
sult in an almost 12% increase 
in wages.

 Not only is investing in 
girl-child education a smart 
move, failing to do so comes 
with great consequences. 
Studies have projected that 
by 2050, the GDP, per capita 
in low-income countries like 
Nigeria will be almost 70% 
lower than it would be if all 
children were learning. This 
means low-income countries 
alone will lose $1.8 trillion and 
25% of their population could 
still be living in extreme pov-
erty. It is also projected that by 
2050, the number of lives lost 
each year because of a failure 
to provide adequate access to 
quality education will equal 
those lost today to HIV and 
AIDS and malaria; and that 
by 2030, almost 950 million 
women will have been mar-
ried as children, up from more 
than 700 million today. Also 
failure to educate girls to the 
same standard as boys cost de-
veloping countries $92 billion 
a year.

 According to ONE Cam-
paign’s Nigeria Director Se-
rah Makka, “It’s a global cri-
sis that 130 million girls are 
not in school and Nigeria is 

contributing a lion’s share 
to this. It costs less than a 
loaf of bread to send a girl 
in one of the world’s poor-
est countries to school each 
day – a small investment 
that could save more than a 
million lives and add more 
than $100 billion dollars to 
the global economy every 
year. #GirlsCount is uniting 
people to make the scale of 
this crisis clear and to call on 
leaders to do more.”

 Some of the most inspir-
ing stories of development 
and economic advancement 
have been told of Singapore. 
But many do not know that 
a part of Singapore’s near mi-
raculous rise could be rightly 
attributed to its achievement 
of near gender parity in edu-
cation. In the 2015 edition 
of the MasterCard Index of 
Women’s Advancement, Sin-
gapore earned 97.9 points in 
the ‘capability’ component, 
which compared the rates of 
male and female enrolment in 
secondary and tertiary insti-
tutions.

 It is no brainer that Nigeria 
will fare better if all of its 180 
million brains are deliberately 
educated and put to work. A 
country neglecting about half 
of its potentials makes no eco-
nomic sense.

 Okpi is a development com-
munication strategist
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...A thank you note to my mom, my heart

M
arch 26 2017 is time 
for another Mothers’ 
Day celebration, a time 
specially set apart for 
our daily heroines. Yes, 

I know that there are women every-
where, but mothers are rare to find-
they are a bundle of emotions that 
sometimes and most times defy reason. 
For me, a mother is the best friend any-
one could ever ask for. When everyone 
else turns away, she will always turn 
towards you; when you fall, she’s the 
one that helps you up and when your 
heart is filled with despair, she’s the one 
who gives you a glimpse of hope.

At a time when society urges women 
to seek their worth and personal fulfil-
ment in things that take them away 
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ache and worries when you watch me 
disappear down the street, walking to 
school alone for the very first time.

Thank you for crying silently when 
I seemed to have gone astray, and for 
bringing me back to my senses through 
your love and understanding. Thank 
you for staying awake all night when-
ever I took ill and constantly uttering 
those compassionate and reassuring 
words, “Mommy’s here.”

Thank you for making me who I 
am today; you were there for my first 
breath, I promise to be there for your 
last, and we will be together for every-
thing in between.

As a token of appreciation, I will be 
home on Mothers’ Day to give mum 
a pecadomo treat. Hmmm, Pecadomo 
again! Well, pecadomo is a twist to the 
turn.

Traditionally, Peak Milk has been 
associated with bread at tea time but 
through the ingenuity and creativity of 
the Peak brand, it has gone beyond that. 
Peak Milk is now used in in the prepara-
tion of everyday meals like eba, semo, 
amala, pounded yam, fufu, etal. Wow!

That means from any of our every-
day meals, we can get super-nourished 
and access the ‘sharper mind and 
stronger body’ which Peak Milk offers. 
Peak, an iconic brand has been nurtur-
ing generations since 1954. Produced 
under strict hygiene, Peak is nutritious, 
and enhances the mental and physical 
performances of consumers.

So as I prepare mum a delicious pe-
cadomo Pounded Yam with fisherman 
Soup on Mothers’ Day, we will gist 
about the past and recount the beauti-
ful story of our friendship. As I wish 
you and every other woman out there 
a happy Mothers’ Day Mum, always 
remember that Peak Can Do More

from their families, these rare mothers 
stick with their children.

I have been blessed because my mum 
has been there from my first breath to 
my first broken heart. Even when I try 
and act tough, she sees right through 
me, always knowing what’s wrong; and 
then reassures that everything will be 
alright even when if the issue seems 
very bleak.

One thing we always forget to do is 
tell our mothers how thankful we are 
for everything. On Mothers’ Day, the 
world sets aside one day to do what 
we should do every single day; tell our 
moms that we love them and that that 
will never change.

Thank you mum for teaching me 
how to read even before I started school 
and for always being proud of me when 
I read to people at an early age that they 
marvelled. Thank you for your heart-

Mother’s day: Gifts that’ll blow her mind 

Y
aay! It’s another chance to celebrate 
our special mothers, ‘who sat and 
watched my infant head, when 
sleeping on my cradle bed, and tears 
of sweet affection shed.’ Remember 

that popular poem? It is no surprise that we have 
so many songs dedicated to mothers and differ-
ent mother’s day too, because every mother or 
mother-to-be is special.

This special day of celebration which is to 
honour mothers of the family, motherhood, 
maternal bonds and the influence of mothers 
in the society, is celebrated on various days in 
many parts of the world, most commonly in 
the months of March or May. For instance, next 
week Sunday, March 26, 2017 is mothering 
Sunday (Mother’s day) in UK, Nigeria and some 
other countries. Mothering Sunday is a Christian 
celebration, which the British celebrate exactly 
three weeks before Easter Sunday.

So whether you’re planning to treat your 
mother, grandmother, mother-in law, sister, aunt 
or even a friend, try to give them gifts or treats 
that would touch their hearts and make them 
feel truly special.

    Spa Day: How about a day of relaxing at 
the spa? Sounds like a great idea, considering 
that the work of a mother never ends, either she 
is in the kitchen making her usual sumptuous 
meals, cleaning up the house, doing school runs, 
catering to the needs of the family or generally 
making sure everything is alright. Mother’s day 
would be a good day for her to put up her feet, let 
her hair down and get pampered with a sooth-
ing body massage, facial treatment, manicure 

JUMOKE AKIYODE

and pedicure. Help your mum feel as beautiful 
as she really is.

    Cake and Chocolates: We all agree that 
our mothers are sweet right? So why not get 
your mum something sweet like a box of deli-
cious cupcakes or some chocolate. It’ll be great 
to personalize them as well with a sweet mes-
sage and present them to her in the morning on 
mother’s day.

    Perfume: Keep your mum smelling beauti-
ful with a lovely bottle of perfume. I can assure 
you that no matter how many bottles of perfume 
she already has, she will surely appreciate this 
mother’s day gift because most women love 
perfumes. If they say diamonds are a girl’s best 

friend, I probably can say perfumes are the sec-
ond best friends.

    Flowers: How easy is it to melt a lady’s heart 
with a bouquet of fresh, sweet smelling flowers. 
Whether it’s a bunch of roses, lilies, sunflowers 
or tulips, flowers will definitely bring a smile to 
her face.

    Textiles/fabrics: If you have a fashionista 
mum like mine, and you can afford a pricier gift 
for her, then I’ll suggest you get her fabrics. This 
will be  quite useful to her, so she doesn’t need 
to worry about searching for one to make that 
beautiful dress she has been longing for.

    Personalised jewellery: Get a lovely neck-
lace or hand chain and have “mum” engraved on 

it. Be sure to wow her with this and she’ll cherish 
that piece of jewellery for a long time to come.

    Photo frame: I have seen some incredibly 
beautiful and unique picture frames, some even 
with different sections so pictures of all her 
children can fit into. Get this for your mum on 
mother’s day and put pictures of her most priced 
possessions (her children) in it. Trust me, she’ll 
love having this hanging somewhere close in 
either her living room or office desk.

You can get more gift ideas at affordable 
prices on different online gift shops such as 
prezzybox.com.
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FOCUS: Mercy Johnson Okojie

It came as a good surprise when 
the appointment of Mercy 
Johnson Okojie was announced 

as the Senior Special Assistant 
to the Kogi State Government on 
Entertainment, Arts and Culture.

Mercy Johnson who shot to 
fame after her outstanding role 
in movie, The Maid, is one actress 
who has made the entertain-
ment industry proud, becoming 
a screen diva and one of the most 
sought after actresses.

Her new appointment has re-
ceived many accolades, even with 
her husband Prince Odianonsen 
Okojie affirming the worthiness of 
his wife for the job and promising 
to do all within his powers as a 
father and husband to assist her in 
achieving her goals to the fullest.

Posting several messages on 
one of his social media handles, 
he said, “First and foremost let 
me seize this opportunity to again 
thank God Almighty for sparing 
our lives till this moment and also 
for this honour He has deemed 
my beautiful and adorable wife 
worthy of. In the event of this 
congratulatory message, I also 
want to specifically and categori-
cally say that I, Prince Odianosen 

MABEL DIMMA

OLUWAKEMI ADEYEMI

Be the ice breaker!

H
ave you ever been 
in a position where 
yo u ’ re  h u r t  b y 
someone and you 
convince yourself 

you would wait until the person 
comes to acknowledge his or her 
wrongdoing and apologise? Yes 
we’ve all been in those shoes. 
If you were like me, when you 
see the person, your heart beat 
begins to do some flips; you lose 
your peace until all is sorted. 
Sometimes if the person is one 
you don’t see regularly you might 
actually be able to live with it. 
This pseudo peace is usually bro-
ken whenever you read Matthew 
5 verse 23-24.

Unfortunately we don’t al-
ways have this luxury when it 
comes to marriage. The best you 
can do is to try and forget the 
conflict or your spouse while at 
work but you know you will end 
up in the same house, room, and 
bed later in the day. Studies have 
even shown that marital conflicts 
directly impact on secular work 
so most times it is even hard to 
drown these conflicts in the sea 
of our jobs.

‘Break the ice’ is an idiom that 
all married couples should have 
at heart. Someone whom you 
have not met before is called a 
stranger; what do most couples 
who are at the verge of separation 
or divorce say? Their statements 
go somewhat like this “He/she 

has become a total stranger to 
me” or “we are like two com-
plete strangers living under the 
same roof”. So how did this hap-
pen? There’s just one simple an-
swer. None was humble or meek 
enough to do something to melt 
the ice in the heart of the other.

I give credit to my husband 
as the partner who attempts to 
break the ice anytime misun-
derstandings arise. Once, we had 
one very busy weekend. Coming 
back from a prayer vigil at 5 am 
we had slept for about four hours, 
and then my husband was up to 
for an important wedding and 
meeting. I had the house chores to 

do and my computer waiting for 
me to get some office work done. 
I had the evening planned but 
somehow it didn’t go that way. I 
got all worked up from tiredness 
at about  6 pm; I had to get din-
ner fixed, plus a toddler trailing 
behind me asking to have rice for 
dinner. My husband had already 
had rice for lunch so I wanted 
to prepare something else. One 
thing led to the other and by the 
time the two dishes were ready, 
my husband was almost asleep, 
exhausted from all the talk (of 
course my talk).

I was going to ignore him and 
wallow in my “I am right and I 

have done my best” pity party 
when a thought came to my 
mind. Break the ice! My husband 
has never left dinner untouched 
so I knew I had gone overboard 
even though I had some points. I 
went into the room and jumped 
on the bed, pulling him up to 
come have dinner, explaining 
over and over again why I had 
done this and said that (note that 
at this point I was still angry).

Trust toddlers, my daughter 
thought it was all a game and 
she jumped in and together we 
pulled, tugged and tickled with 
she saying after me “daddy come 
and eat.” Of course, the ice melted. 

My husband was simply amused 
by the whole drama and the little 
actress, he started laughing. He 
got up, ate his food and after din-
ner we had a sensible talk about 
everything. He later apologised 
to me for where he also went 
wrong.

You would be surprised at what 
makes many partners go cold; very 
little misunderstandings that could 
have been settled with simple talk. 
It is the accumulation of these little 
misunderstandings that eventu-
ally turn each partner to ice and 
then complete strangers. A wise 
partner knows well to make sure 
that every conflict is settled im-
mediately. Nobody goes to bed at 
night with a quarrel unsettled at 
my house; this is because when 
a couple have unsettled conflicts, 
the devil is at hand to strikes as 
the serpent that he is. Most family 
problems originate from unsettled 
conflicts between man and wife.

As a husband, stop living with 
the mentality that you are the 
head, hence always right and 
that if anything goes wrong, your 
woman must come to apologise 
before his majesty. As a wife, 
break the mentality that the man 
does the chasing hence expect-
ing him to woo you always with 
flowers and a box of chocolate. 
Let each partner learn to prefer 
one another, Romans 12:10. Be 
creative at settling conflicts, talk, 
break the ice, let peace reign and 
throw the devil out of your home; 
be willing to let the kingdom of 
God rule your heart, mind and 
marriage.

Okojie give my full consent and 
support of any kind to my wife 
Mrs Mercy Johnson Okojie on 
her recent appointment as Senior 
Special Assistant to the Governor 
of Kogi State on Entertainments, 
Arts and Culture.

His gesture is indeed what 
women need from their partners 
to thrive and find fulfilment in any 
endeavour they lay their hands on.

He went on to say, “Humans 
in their chosen endeavour who 
have given their all in pursuit of 
their careers and have dedicated 
so much time and resources in 
the service of humanity through 
their chosen professions over the 
years and indeed have been found 
worthy to handle certain positions 
and deliver their passion in serv-
ing the people via government 
appointments.

“I must thank the Government 
of Kogi State led by his Excel-
lency, Governor Yahaya Bello for 
deeming my beloved wife worthy 
enough for this position. For this 
I want to again say kudos to the 
Executive Governor of Kogi State.

“Let me also thank you all our 
numerous friends, relatives, well-
wishers and fans for your outburst 
of overwhelming congratulatory 
messages since the announcement 

of this timely appointment. I want 
to say we appreciate your love and 
support as well as your prayers at 
all times.

“May God richly bless you for 
this special effort; and by this, I 
want to also specifically state that 
I grant my full Consent and Sup-
port to my beautiful and caring 

wife and promise to do all within 
my powers to support her in all 
ramifications to effectively help 
her discharge her duties as a career 
wife and mother of our lovely 
children.

With having three children 
and a thriving career,this new 
position will test the sterner stuff 

Mercy Johnson is made of as she 
has the onerous and daunting task 
of bringing Kogi into the entertain-
ment space. 

The multiple award winner, 
featuring in over 90 movies in De-
cember 2013 was listed as Google’s 
Most Searched Nollywood Celeb-
rity, a position she also held in 2012.



I
t was an exciting time last weekend 
when South African comedian and 
The Daily Show host, Trevor Noah 
clinched the “Favourite African Star” 
Award at the 2017 Nickelodeon Kids 

Choice Awards in Los Angeles. Noah beat 
fellow African nominees, Funke Akindele, 
Yemi Alade, Lupita Nyong’O, Pearl Thusi 
and Wayde Van Niekerk to win the coveted 
orange blimp as Africa’s Favourite star.

Recorded in front of a live audience on 
Saturday 11 March in Los Angeles, the 2017 
KCAs was hosted by WWE Superstar John 
Cena; the unpredictable celebrity mess-fest 
premieres on Nickelodeon at 2:40 PM on 
Wednesday 15 March.

During the show, musical performers 
Machine Gun Kelly and Camila Cabello 
performed their platinum-selling number-
one single, “Bad Things” against the back-
drop of lighting and projection spectacle. 
International music sensation Little Mix 
performed a medley of their hit single, 
“Touch” and “Shout Out to My Ex”, right 
before taking home the blimp for Favourite 
Global Music Star.  

The event proved to be a mega slime 
fest: from Demi Lovato being slime-soaked 
by a Smurfy set piece; Chris Pratt getting a 
surprise sliming in the Kids’ Choice control 
room; Kevin Hart getting doused with the 
coveted green goo after his triple win for 
Favourite Villain, Most Wanted Pet and 
BFFs; to the Power Rangers (Becky G., Naomi 
Scott, RJ Cyler, Ludi Lin, Dacre Montgomery) 
sliming the audience; and Cena receiving 
the ultimate green surprise while elevated 
above the stage at the end of the show.

Like never before, this year’s show put 

G
reat music never dies. 
It lives on after the 
last notes have fallen 
silent.

Over the years, ar-
tistes have risen and fallen but 
very few have left our hearts 
still humming to their sym-
phonies.

One voice, who is indeed a 
music legend, is Fela Aniku-
lapo- Kuti. His melodies have 
over the years experienced 
persistent rebirth in several 
forms. The pioneering father 
of Afrobeat is as influential as 
the story of his extraordinary 
life. Till date his music is rel-
evant even as recent unfolding 
events, especially in Nigeria, are 
as reflected in his lyrics. Thus 
it is no wonder he has been 
tagged a ‘Prophet’ who never 
knew he was one.

Nickelodeon’s KCAs 2017: Trevor Noah 
wins favourite African star

Entertainment
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and Kira Kosarin competing in the “chubby 
bunny” challenge; Big Sean and Bethany 
Mota tossing T-shirts into the audience; 
DJ Khaled putting the cast of Nicky, Ricky, 
Dicky & Dawn (Mace Coronel, Lizzy Greene, 
Casey Simpson) against Cena in an epically 

the power of choice in the hands of children 
at home with an interactive digital experi-
ence.  Children had the opportunity to 
choose what happens live during the show 
by casting votes to determine the outcome 
of multiple stunts including: Jack Griffo 
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… As Ellen DeGeneres, Zendaya, Chris Hemsworth, Kevin Hart, others win big at awards. 

messy arm wrestle; and Cena and Nick Can-
non competing in a hip-hop dance battle.

Other celebrities at the awards include: 
Nikki Bella; Dove Cameron; Miranda Cos-
grove; Noah Cyrus; Ellen DeGeneres; the 
Fuller House cast; Gal Gadot; Heidi Klum; 
Isabela Moner; Chris Pine; Zoe Saldana; John 
Stamos; Gwen Stefani; Nat Wolff; Maddie 
Ziegler; and Zendaya, plus stars from Nick’s 
hit series Game Shakers (Cree Cicchino, 
Thomas Kuc, Madisyn Shipman); and School 
of Rock (Lance Lim, Aidan Miner, Ricardo 
Hurtado, Jade Pettyjohn, Breanna Yde).

Fela the Broadway Musical is back with a bang

In celebration of this legend, 
connoisseurs of world-class 

events, SMOOTH FM is set to 
present the award winning 

Broadway musical ‘Fela! The 
Concert’ in Lagos from Thurs-
day 13th, to Saturday 15th April 
2017.

Conceived by the iconic Bill T. 
Jones, the concert will star cast 
members of the Tony Award 
winning Broadway musical.

The concert which will take 
place at Eko Convention Center 
will feature series of Fela’s most 
captivating songs and imagina-
tive staging hereby presenting a 
provocative Broadway theatri-
cal concert experience.

Tickets are now available for 
sale and can be purchased on-
line at Felatheconcertlagos.com, 
Quickteller, The Naija Ticket 
Shop, AfriTicket. They can 
also be picked up at SMOOTH 
FM Studios, Terra Kulture, Jazz 
Hole - Ikoyi and Ikeja and Eko 
Hotel Lobby.
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A-list comedians set for Nigeria’s first comedy festival 

I
t is worthy of note that 
Nigerians find humour in a 
lot of things and situations 
that would generally rattle 
others. So it is no wonder 

that the country has more than 
a handful of A-list comedians 
who have redefined comedy in 
its entirety.

Sure enough, Nigeria’s position 
as the entertainment capital of 
Africa has often been demon-
strated with the global success 
of our film industry, Nollywood, 
and music. But a third contribu-
tor, Comedy, is now about to get 
up and take its place.

As Nigerian comedians con-
tinue to build a thriving in-
dustry out of little, consumers 
have come to embrace Nigerian 
comedy as preferred entertain-
ment content, causing revenues 
to grow up to the billion naira 
mark in the past five years, with 
influences on music, movies, 
public relations and advertising 
skyrocketing.

According to pioneer stand-up 

comedian Ali Baba, the industry 
is now estimated to be worth 
around 1 billion naira, as of De-
cember 2016.

The industry will now wel-
come its first festival, a much-
needed platform to discuss past, 
present and future issues and 
opportunities, showcase talent, 
celebrate legends, buy and sell, 
and teach. Eko Comedy Festival, 
so named because of its Lagos 
origin, will hold in May of 2017, 
as part of what organisers, First 
Class Entertainment, say is a 
timely intervention to restruc-
ture the comedy industry, while 
preparing the market for a future 
that can see comedy contribute 
remarkable to Nigeria and Af-
rica’s GDP.

‘Our industry has inde e d 
come of age, thriving through 
many generations and genres’, 
says founder Tunde Adewale. 
‘ECOFEST is a celebration of the 
Nigerian comedy industry, and 
we’re glad that our debut coin-
cides with the 50th anniversary 
of our host state, Lagos.’
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H
er story is one that makes you want 
to believe in fairy tales and also in 
the fact that dreams do come true. 
Olajumoke Orisaguna stepped into 
the limelight, exactly one year ago, 

and to commemorate this amazing event, Nige-
rian Entertainment Today alongside her minders 
and other stakeholders, hosted her at TheNetng 
studios on Sunday, 12th of March, 2017.

Olajumoke who is undoubtedly Nigeria’s 
modern day Cinderella arrived at the venue in 
the company of her husband along with her 
management team.

From hawking bread along busy streets of 
Lagos, to becoming a celebrity model just by the 
click of a camera is remarkable and inspiring. 
And thus it’s no surprise that her story has been 
told around the world; with millions attesting 
that she’s an example of the new ways the world 
is defining possibility.

Speaking on her initial reaction to her sudden 
rise to fame, Olajumoke explained in Yoruba, 
that she was at first overwhelmed but she spoke 
gratefully of her team, Payporte, Stanbic IBTC 
and luxury real estate developer, Sujimoto.

In attendance at the exclusive gathering were 
media executives, businessmen, supporters and 
celebrities like YES Magazine publisher, Azuh 
Arinze, award-winning writer and filmmaker, 
Chris Ihidero, journalist and media personality, 
Lamide Akintobi, Managing Director X3M Ideas, 
Steve Babaeko, CEO Indoor Design & Concept 
Limited, Kingsley James, CEO AVEdge Limited, 
Lolu Durojaiye, Managing Director Outori Lim-
ited, Wole Olagundoye and 2baba’s manager, Efe 
Omorogbe, among others.

The entertainment platform holds dear the 

ideal that nothing is impossible and thus cel-
ebrating Olajumoke’s unique story and hosting 
her at its studios is reflective of its commitment 
to further elevate the best of Nigeria’s rising stars.

“NET hosted Olajumoke because stories like 
hers represent the possibilities that yet can be 
found in dire straits like ours. Her inspirational 
story, which is evident not only in her lifestyle 
but in her desire to better herself (from being 
totally unlettered last year, she can now speak 
a few words of the English language) – is proof 
that dreams do come true, even those you didn’t 
know you had,” said Jide Taiwo, editor, Nigerian 
Entertainment Today.

The Olajumoke story, from its inception last 
year, struck a chord with millions of Nigerians as 
it was not only believable but it gave Nigerians 
hope and a channel (for a little while) to escape 

the harsh realities that trail the country.
Commenting on the effect the Olajumoke 

story had on Nigerians, the event’s moderator, 
Chris Ihidero said, “This is the first anniversary 
since Olajumoke rose to stardom in February 
2016 after her famed photo bomb. It is essential 
for us to appreciate her growth and her prospects 
as many brands and celebrities try to attain viral-

ity but virality found her”.
Olajumoke’s manager, Victoria Nkong added 

that, “Olajumoke is unique and her brand equally 
is. We are grateful with the progress she has 
made in just one year. Our desire is to, in a bid to 
build her brand, make her less like a product and 
more like a human being who has been gifted an 
opportunity to fulfil her dreams.”

Olajumoke Orisaguna, born 1989, was a 
bread-seller turned model who received public 
attention when she appeared on the cover of 
This Day Style magazine after photo bombing 
a shoot involving TY Bello, and British singer, 
Tinie Tempah. The story was reported in various 
media sources, including CNN.
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Special Olympics Nigeria set for 2017 Special 
Olympics World Winter Games



On Your DSTV This Week 

PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

Angelina Jolie is an Oscar-winning ac-
tress who became popular after playing 
the title role in the “Lara Croft” block-
buster movies, as well as Mr. & Mrs. 
Smith (2005), Wanted (2008), Salt (2010) 
and Maleficent (2014). Off-screen, Jolie 
has become prominently involved in 
international charity projects, especially 
those involving refugees. She often ap-
pears on many “most beautiful women” 
lists, and she has a personal life that is 
avidly covered by the tabloid press.

Jolie was born Angelina Jolie Voight 
in Los Angeles, California. In her earliest 
years, Angelina began absorbing the 
acting craft from her actor parents, Jon 
Voight, an Oscar-winner, and Marche-

BEHIND CAMERA PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

Born in southern China, John Woo grew 
up in Hong Kong, where he began his 
film career as an assistant director in 
1969, working for Shaw Brothers Studios. 
He directed his first feature in 1973 and 
has been a prolific director ever since, 
working in a wide variety of genres 
before A Better Tomorrow (1986) estab-
lished his reputation as a master stylist 
specializing in ultra-violent gangster 
films and thrillers, with hugely elaborate 
action scenes shot with breathtaking 
panache. After gaining a cult reputation 
in the US with The Killer (1989), Woo was 

Angelina Jolie John Woo 

BD

RIVERDALE
 

Riverdale is an American teen 
drama television series based on 
the characters by Archie Comics. 
It was ordered to series at The CW 
in May 2016. The series premiered 

on January 26, 2017. 
March 19 2017 

The Loft
For five men (Karl Urban, James 
Marsden, Wentworth Miller, Eric 

Stonestreet, Matthias Schoen-
aerts), the opportunity to share a 
penthouse in the city -- in which 

to carry on extramarital affairs 
-- is a dream come true, until the 

dead body of an unknown woman 
turns up.

March 22 2017 
1:05

Hello, My Name Is Doris
Hello, My Name Is Doris is a 2016 

American romantic comedy-
drama film directed by Michael 
Showalter from a screenplay by 
Showalter and Laura Terruso, 

about a woman in her 60s who 
tries to act on her attraction to a 

younger co-worker.
March 22 2017 

8:30

Suffragette
In early 20th-century Britain, the 

growing suffragette movement 
forever changes the life of working 

wife and mother Maud Watts 
Galvanized by political activist 

Emmeline Pankhurst Watts joins a 
diverse group of women who fight 
for equality and the right to vote.

March 18 2017 

KINGSMAN: THE SECRET 
SERVICE

Gary “Eggsy” Unwin whose late 
father secretly worked for a spy or-
ganization, lives in a South London 
housing estate and seems headed 

for a life behind bars. However, 
dapper agent Harry Hart recognizes 
potential in the youth and recruits 

him to be a trainee...
March 22 2017 

21:00
Southpaw

Billy “The Great” Hope, the reign-
ing junior middleweight boxing 

champion, has an impressive 
career, a loving wife and daughter, 

and a lavish lifestyle. However, 
when tragedy strikes, Billy hits rock 
bottom, losing his family, his house 

and his manager. 
March 22 2017 

19:00

Empire State
Empire State is a 2013 American 

crime drama film based on a true 
story, centered on two childhood 
friends who rob an armoured car 
depository, and the NYPD officer 

who stands in their way.
March 22 2017 

13:55

The Night Crew
The Night Crew is an American ac-
tion thriller film directed by Chris-
tian Sesma and co-written by Paul 

Sloan and Sesma. The film stars 
Danny Trejo, Luke Goss, Bokeem 
Woodbine and Chasty Ballesteros.

March 22 2017 

Channel 110 Movies Action Channel 101 Channel 102 Movies Family MNET Movies Action 106

Assassins
 

Assassins is a 1995 American 
action thriller film directed 
and produced by Richard 

Donner, written by, Andy and 
Larry Wachowski and Brian 

Helgeland. The film stars 
Sylvester Stallone, Antonio 

Banderas and Julianne Moore.
March 18 2017 

4:25 
The Perfect Weapon

The Perfect Weapon is a 1991 
action-martial arts film star-

ring acting newcomer Jeff 
Speakman. Set in Los Angeles, 

the film relates the story of 
a young man, Jeff, who is 

trained in the martial art of...
March 19 2017 

American Ninja
American Ninja is a 1985 

American ninja action film 
produced by Menahem Golan 

and Yoram Globus’s Can-
non Films. Directed by Sam 

Firstenberg, who specialized 
in this genre in the 1980s, the 
film stars Michael Dudikoff in 

the title role
March 23 2017 

19:00 

BLACK RAIN
Black Rain is a 1989 American 
action thriller film directed by 
Ridley Scott, starring Michael 

Douglas, Andy García, Ken 
Takakura, Kate Capshaw and 

Yusaku Matsuda.
March 22 2017 

10:20

HOME ALONE 3
 

Home Alone 3 is a 1997 American 
family comedy film written and 

produced by John Hughes. It is the 
third film in the Home Alone series 

and the first not to feature actor Ma-
caulay Culkin and the cast from...

March 20 2017 
17:17

Treasure Planet
Treasure Planet is a 2002 Ameri-
can animated science fiction film 
produced by Walt Disney Feature 
Animation, and released by Walt 
Disney Pictures on November 27, 

2002. It is the 43rd Disney animated 
feature film.

March 19 2017 
15:40 

Hocus pocus
Hocus pocus is a generic term that 

may be derived from an ancient 
language and is currently used by 

magicians, usually the magic words 
spoken when bringing about some 

sort of change. 
March 24 2017 

9:00

Valentine’s Day
In a series of interconnected stories, 

various Los Angeles residents 
(Jessica Alba, Jessica Biel, Bradley 
Cooper) wend their way through 

the highs and lows of love during a 
single day. 

March 3 2017 
19:00

LEGION
 

David Haller is a troubled young 
man who was diagnosed with 

schizophrenia as a child. He has 
been in and out of psychiatric 

hospitals for years and, now in his 
early 30s, finds himself institutional-

ized again. 
March 24 2017 

19:10 

Law & Order
Filmed on location in New York, the 
drama showcases the sometimes-
complex process of determining 

guilt or innocence, while lives hang 
in the balance. Often inspired by the 
latest headlines, the plots highlight 
legal, ethical or personal dilemmas.

March 22 2017 
23:55

Hell on Wheels
The Civil War is in the past, but 

former Confederate soldier Cullen 
Bohannon can’t put it behind him. 
Fresh are the horrific memories of 
the death of his wife, killed at the 

hands of the Union soldiers, an act 
that sets Bohannon on a course of 

revenge.
March 27 2017 

20:50 

NYPD Blue
This Steven Bochco-produced series 

pulls few punches in portraying 
the day-to-day lives of cops in New 

York’s 15th Precinct. Characters’ per-
sonal lives intertwine with the cases 
they work, which often deal with the 
worst elements the city has to offer.

March 26 2017 
11:50 

GIRLS
 

An aspiring writer and her three friends, 
all in their early 20s, together try to 
make sense of what life has in store 
for them after living in New York for 

two years. They’re not sure what they 
want, or who they want it from, and the 

picture isn’t getting any clearer. 
March 19 2017 

2:45

The Art of More
The Art of More is an American televi-

sion series which debuted on November 
9, 2015, on Crackle. On December 2, 
2015, Crackle renewed the series for 
a second season which consists of 10 

episodes.
March 22 2017 

2:05

Masters of Sex
William Masters and Virginia Johnson 

are known as pioneers of the science of 
human sexuality. Their research shoots 
them to fame on a trajectory that takes 
them from humble beginnings in the 

Midwest to the cover of Time magazine.
March 22 2017 

3:00

The Night Shift
A night-shift doctor at San Antonio Me-
morial, T.C. Callahan struggles to find 
the balance between saving lives and 
the hard reality of running a hospital. 

Joining him as he faces the sometimes 
dangerous task of running the emer-

gency room are his best friends. 
March 23 2017 

5:00
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With 

Nathaniel Akhigbe

Foxfire (1996). 
Angelina got a major break in 

1999 when she won a leading role 
in the successful feature The Bone 
Collector (1999), starring alongside 
Denzel Washington.

In that same year, Jolie gave a 
tour de force performance in Girl, 
Interrupted (1999) playing opposite 
Winona Ryder. Unlike “Cuckoo”, 
“Girl” was a small film that received 
mixed reviews and barely made 
money at the box office. But when 
it came time to give out awards, 
Jolie won the Triple Crown -- “Girl” 
propelled her to win the Golden 
Globe Award, the SAG Award and 
the Academy Award for best leading 
actress in a supporting role. 

Sunday 19 March 2017C002D5556

line Bertrand, who had studied 
with Lee Strasberg.

In the mid-1990s, Jolie ap-
peared in various small films 
where she got good notices, 
including Hackers (1995) and 

offered a Hollywood contract. He 
now works in the US.



TV DRAMA FILMS PERSONALITY
Showing from 27th of Feb/March, 2017  

at the Silverbird Cinemas, Abuja THE WEEK ESSENTIAL NEW RELEASES 

COMING SOON MOVIE REVIEW

 Synopsis
Now that Dom and 
Letty are on their 
honeymoon and 
Brian and Mia have 
retired from the 
game-and the rest 
of the crew has been 
exonerated-the glo-
betrotting team has 
found a semblance of 

I am definitely sure that this 
movie would make it to my top 
10 movies of these year, because 
I was extremely excited, happy 
and entertained it was sure value 
for my money and I mean every 
word when I say they totally killed 
it, to the extent that we sat down 
for another 10mins even when 
the movie was over. 
To the movie proper initially I 
thought I was going to be bored 
considering the fact that we have 
had so many parts of the wolver-
ine movie, I couldn’t imagine 
what they were going to act next 
and the twist to it. Well they came 
up with something fantastic, they 
started with scenes displaying 
Logan the lead actor as always 
as an Uber cab driver, which 
was strange initially, but he was 
hiding on a low key doing the 
job so that he could raise some 
money and they run away with 
his friends. Until one lady found 

The Fate of the Furious LOGAN

him and presented a girl that had the very 
same skills like Logan, little did he know that 
his DNA was stolen and used in a faraway 
lab in Mexico to create a clone just like him. 
To my verdict I would say Logan deserves a 
beautiful 10/10, they had everything going 
for them from production, cast, location, 
and story line, a nice twist made it all fan-
tastic. So this is a fantastic action movie, I 
would recommend to all action movie lovers 
this weekend. 

Reviewer: Linda Ochugbua  
Interested readers can also review a movie 
of his or her choice of not more than 200 
words and sends to: nathaniel.akhigbe@
businessdayonline.com.
SMS only: 08054692431 

 Synopsis:
When an investigative journalist sets 
out to disprove Christianity, his con-
versations with leading scholars lead 
him to embrace what he sees as in 
inarguable defense of the faith.
Initial release: 7 April 2017 (USA)
Director: Jon Gunn
Stars: Mike Vogel, Erika Christensen, 
Faye Dunaway

The Case for Christ

Ocean’s Eight
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NEWS
 Synopsis:
The Major (Scarlett Johansson) 
is a special ops, one-of-a-kind, hu-
man-cyborg hybrid who leads an 
elite task force known as Section 
9. Devoted to stopping the most 
dangerous criminals...
Initial release: 28 February 2017 
(USA)
Director: Rupert Sanders
Stars: Atsuko Tanaka, Iemasa 
Kayumi, Akio Ôtsuka

 Synopsis:
The Shack 
takes us on a 
father’s uplifting 

Synopsis:
Ex-maid of honor 
Eloise - having 
been relieved of her 
duties after being 
unceremoniously 
dumped by the 
best man via text 
- decides to hold 
her head high and 
attend her oldest 
friend’s wedding 
anyway. She finds 
herself seated at the 
random table in the 
back of the ballroom 

LIGHT WILL COME HIRE A MAN 
GHOST IN THE SHELL OMOTOLAFIGHTS FOR GIRL-CHILD EDUCATIONAT 

BIG BROTHER NAIJAHOUSE

THE SHACK

TABLE 19

a normal life. 
Initial release: 
12 April  2017 
(France)
Director: F. Gary 
Gray
Stars : Dwayne 
Johnson, Charl-
ize Theron, Vin 
Diesel

Ace actress and ONE ambassador, Omotola-
Jalade-Ekehinde, recently visited the Big Brother 
Naija house to deliver a message from ONE, an 
international campaigning and advocacy organ-
isation.
During her visit, Omotola solicited house mates’ 
support for ONE’s Poverty is Sexist campaign, 
which is targeted at convincing political leaders 
to pay more attention to the education of the girl 
child.
Omotola informed them that over 130 million 
girls around the world are denied basic educa-
tion, saying that “if the number of girls out of 
school around the world were to be a country, it 
would be the 10th largest country in the world, 
bigger than Japan and Germany. 
“All children deserve a good education, but in 
the poorest countries girls are denied it more 
often than boys. Education is vital for moving out 
of poverty. Every additional year of school that 
a girl completes increases her future earnings, 
which is good for her family, her community and 
her country. We are coming together and uniting 
across our divides to get every girl into school and 
to make sure she gets a quality education once 
she’s there,” Omotola read.
She also informed them that from March 8 celeb-
rities around the world would sign letters to make 
a case and draw attention of political leaders to 
girl-child education.
The ONE campaign brings to the fore the fact that 
girls in the poorest countries, which includes 
Nigeria, are less likely to receive an education 
than boys. This means a generation of adolescent 
girls is being denied the education they need to 
get a job, broaden their opportunities, and break 
the cycle of poverty. 
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Synopsis:
Light Will Come tells 
the story of Lukas 
(Hafiz Oyetoro) a 
bumbling and comi-
cal personal assistant 
to his chronic bach-
elor boss Raymond 
(Majid Michel). 
Friday: 1:30PM, 
3:10PM, 4:50PM, 6:30PM, 8:10PM
Saturday: 1:30PM, 3:10PM, 4:50PM, 6:30PM, 
8:10PM
Sunday: 1:30PM, 3:10PM, 4:50PM, 6:30PM, 
8:10PM
Monday: 1:30PM, 3:10PM, 4:50PM, 6:30PM, 
8:10PM
Tuesday: 1:30PM, 3:10PM, 4:50PM, 6:30PM, 
8:10PM
Wednesday: 1:30PM, 3:10PM, 4:50PM, 
6:30PM, 8:10PM
Thursday: 1:30PM, 3:10PM, 4:50PM, 6:30PM, 
8:10PM

SOMETHING WICKED
Synopsis:
Something Wicked is the story of a widow 
(Hauwa), whose recently orphaned nephew 
(Abel), moves into her family home from the 
violence-riddled Northern Nigeria, after the 
murder of his parents.
Friday: 1:20PM, 2:40PM, 5:20PM
Saturday: 1:20PM, 2:40PM, 5:20PM
Sunday: 1:20PM, 2:40PM, 5:20PM
Monday: 1:20PM, 2:40PM, 5:20PM
Tuesday: 1:20PM, 2:40PM, 5:20PM
Wednesday: 1:20PM, 2:40PM, 5:20PM
Thursday: 1:20PM, 2:40PM, 5:20PM

THE LEGO BATMAN
Synopsis:
Bruce Wayne must not only deal with the 
criminals of Gotham City, but also the re-
sponsibility of raising a boy he adopted.
Friday: 12:20PM, 2:20PM, 4:20PM 
Saturday: 12:20PM, 2:20PM, 4:20PM 
Sunday: 12:20PM, 2:20PM, 4:20PM 
Monday: 12:20PM, 2:20PM, 4:20PM 
Tuesday: 12:20PM, 2:20PM, 4:20PM 
Wednesday: 12:20PM, 2:20PM, 4:20PM 
Thursday: 12:20PM, 2:20PM, 4:20PM 

Synopsis:
Ocean’s Eight is an upcoming Ameri-
can comedy heist film directed by 
Gary Ross and written by Olivia 
Milch. It is a spin-off of the Ocean’s 
Trilogy, and will be released on June 
8, 2018 by Warner Bros. Pictures. 
Initial release: 8 June 2018 (USA)
Director: Gary Ross
Stars: Olivia Munn, Dakota Fanning, 
Matt Damon, Rihanna 

 Synopsis:
A single lady has 
to come up with 
a plan to get her 
an impromptu 
fiance after 
being informed 
that her younger 
sister is getting 
married.
Friday:12:30PM, 2:30PM, 4:30PM, 
6:30PM, 8:30PM
Saturday: 12:30PM, 2:30PM, 
4:30PM, 6:30PM, 8:30PM
Sunday: 12:30PM, 2:30PM, 4:30PM, 
6:30PM, 8:30PM
Monday: 12:30PM, 2:30PM, 4:30PM, 
6:30PM, 8:30PM
Tuesday: 12:30PM, 2:30PM, 4:30PM, 
6:30PM, 8:30PM
Wednesday: 12:30PM, 2:30PM, 
4:30PM, 6:30PM, 8:30PM
Thursday: 12:30PM, 2:30PM, 
4:30PM, 6:30PM, 8:30PM

THE WEDDING PARTY
Synopsis:
The Wedding party follows the 
shenanigans that go on during the 
planning of a wedding in Nigeria. 
Dunni a 24 year old art gallery own-
er and only daughter of her parents, 
Engineer Bamidele and Mrs. 
Friday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 4:10PM, 
6:10PM, 8:10PM
Saturday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 
4:10PM, 6:10PM, 8:10PM
Sunday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 4:10PM, 
6:10PM, 8:10PM
Monday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 4:10PM, 
6:10PM, 8:10PM
Tuesday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 4:10PM, 
6:10PM, 8:10PM
Wednesday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 
4:10PM, 6:10PM, 8:10PM
Thursday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 
4:10PM, 6:10PM, 8:10PM

with a disparate group of...
Initial release: 3 March 2017 
(USA)
Director: Jeffrey Blitz
Stars: Anna Kendrick, Lisa 
Kudrow, Amanda Crew

spiritual journey. After suffering 
a family tragedy, Mack Phillips 
spirals into a deep depression 
causing him to question his in-
nermost beliefs. Facing a crisis 
of faith, he receives a mysterious 
letter urging him to an aban-
doned shack deep in the Oregon 
wi… More
Initial release: 3 March 2017 
(USA)
Director: Stuart Hazeldine
Stars: Octavia Spencer, Sam 
Worthington, Radha Mitchell



Nigerian visual art set to make 
history at the Venice Biennale
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N
ow in its 57th year, Venice 
Biennale, the world’s most 
prestigious and storied con-
temporary visual art exhibi-
tion, will welcome Nigeria; a 

new guest in 2017.
It may come as a surprise to some 

that Nigeria, rich in artistic, cultural 
talent and productivity is just enjoying 
her debut on art’s biggest global stage. 
The world has long known, enjoyed and 
benefitted from our country’s artistic 
riches. Why else do old Benin empire 
artefacts sit in museums in Europe and in 
the Americas today? Why else do works 
by Nigerian artists sell in international 
auctions at record-breaking prices? Yet, 
there is arguably no fitting reflection of 
our nation’s cultural progeny.

It is this reasoning that informs the 
curatorial direction of Nigeria’s inaugu-
ral showing and the artists selected to 
interpret same, aptly titled, ‘How About 
NOW?’

“The exhibition is a timeline. It arrives 
from the past, then, to take off to the fu-
ture. Quite simply, the time for Nigeria 
is now,” saidthe curatorial team of the 
exhibition when asked for a statement.

Peju Alatise and Victor Ehikhamenor, 
the exhibiting artists, are among Nigeria’s 
foremost glocal art citizens. They are 
both fearless artists who explore local 
narratives, asking urgent questions of 
the social and the political status quo 
with a proficiency and skill that connects 
not only to their immediate community, 
but to a global audience. Alatise and 
Ehikhamenor also do this with a stag-

themes most recurring of which is gen-
der and its associated politics. She was a 
2016 fellow at the Smithsonian Institute 
of African Art, which allowed her to ex-
plore the history and performance of an 
ancestral Yoruba masquerade - a festival 

also be accompanied by performance. 
This will be presented by Qudus Oni-
keku, an accomplished performer and 
contemporary dance artiste with an 
impressive resume.

Though Onikeku is more revered 
abroad than at home for his art form, he 
has been particularly active at home in 
the last few years. A graduate of  Ecolena-
tionale Superieur des arts du cirque, he 
is a pioneer in Acro-dance, a self-styled 
fusion of acrobatics and dance that 
takes inspiration from Nigerian cultural 
traditions and philosophy. Onikeku has 
performed, been a visiting professor, 
fellow, an artist in residence at various 
creative institutions all over the world, 
from Burkina Faso to Brazil.

Nigeria’s pavilion ties in with the Ven-
ice Biennale 2017 theme, Viva Arte Viva, 
(Long Live Art) by creating an immersive 
experience delivered not only in paint-
ing, and sculpture and installation but in 
performanceby a group of artists who are 
unarguable frontrunners in their own 
fields. As a group, these artists are driven 
forward not only by the notion of history 
that came before them but also by the 
opportunity to create our shared future.

‘How About NOW’, Nigeria’s inaugural 
outing at the Venice Biennale will open 
on May 13, 2017. 

originating from southwest Nigeria. At 
the 2014 1:54 Contemporary African Art 
Fair, hers was generally adjudged to be 
the standout piece created in response 
to the kidnapping of 234 Chibok girls. It 
featured a series of panels of anonymous 
Nigerian girls using the Ankara fabric. It 
was titled, ‘Missing’.

Ehikhamenor recently completed 
three residencies in 2016 alone, creating 
a new cache of work in Capetown, Johan-
nesburg and Bellagio, Italy. He exhibited 
at the 2016 Dakart Biennale in Senegal 
and solo, with the Gallery of African 
Art, London, at the 1:54 Contemporary 
Art Fair. A mixed-media artist, his works 
are influenced by the duality of African 
beliefs and Western/Catholic political 
intervention. His motifs are figurative 
symbols derived from his childhood 
memories of village shrines in Benin 
Kingdom. In 2015, he was one of the 11 
Nigerian artists invited to the Biennale 
Jogja in Indonesia where he created an 
installation of drawing, drums and wa-
ter titled ‘The Wealth of Nations’. The 
installation was commentary on how 
the discovery of oil has fuelled corrup-
tion in Nigeria.

Recognizing that this is an opportune 
time to tell a multi-layered story, Nigeria’s 
presentation at the Venice Biennale will 

gering amount of deference to history.
“They know where we are coming 

from. They seem to know where we are 
going”.

Alatise is known for her large scale, 
sculptural works tackling contemporary 



A display of Nigeria’s rich heritage in Biggie’s house

N
o doubt, Nigeria is blessed with a 
very rich and colourful heritage. 
Every major event across the 
country presents an opportunity 
to showcase its culture to the 

world. Be it child birth, marriage ceremony, 
conferment of chieftaincy title, new yam 
festivals, age-grade ceremonies, birthdays and 
even attainment of manhood or womanhood, 
the drums are rolled out and celebrated elabo-
rately with food, music and dancing.

It was with a sense of pride and class that 
the Big Brother housemates displayed the very 
diverse yet rich Nigerian culture during last 
week’s task. Housemates wagered 100 percent 
of their money and hoped to win. The task was 
for housemates to enact the processes of a Ni-
gerian traditional marriage ceremony begin-
ning with show of intent, paymentof the bride 
price, performing the traditional marriage 
rights and finally the wedding and reception. 
Traditional attires were provided by Heritage 
Bank, one of the sponsors of the show.

It was indeed an interesting show as the 
housemates were dressed in colourful tradi-
tional attires from the different parts of the 
country. Bally, dressed in traditional Tiv attire, 
acted as the father of the groom, played by Efe, 
who himself was dressed like a Benin para-
mount ruler. TTT was dressed like a Yoruba 
man while Bisola was bedecked in the rich 
apparel of the Ikwerre people in Rivers State. 
They acted as the parents of Marvis the bride, 
who dressed like a Calabar princess.

Bassey was the traditional marriage an-
chor, dressed like an Igbo chief, and MC for 
the wedding reception, a role he performed 
with great craft to the delight of all and the 
commendation of Biggie. Debie-Rise (dressed 
in agbada), predictably provided music for 
the occasion while TBoss (dressed like an Igbo 
woman) was the supporting sister and friend. 
The housemates wasted no time in getting into 
the character of their roles and it was verywell 
done so much so that Marvis and Efe got the 
romantic liaison ‘Marfe.’ The ceremony was 
elaborate and Big Brother provided wedding 
guests and a photographer to capture the 
moments. The wedding gifts, food and drinks 
were all reminiscent of an elaborate Nigerian 
wedding. After the housemates won their 
wager, Biggie asked them to select one person 
to get a special gift and TBoss was selected.

Arts
SUNDAYBD 39C002D5556 Sunday  19 March  2017

OBINNA EMELIKE

Thankfully, there were no evictions last 
week. The live show was instead celebrated 
with a lot of music and dance performances 
by Tayo Faniran and Iyanya. Ebuka also spent 
his time chatting with housemates and touch-
ing particularly on their romantic liaisons. He 
asked TTT about his relationship with Bisola, 
who tactically denied what they were up to 
and instead pitched his romantic tent with 
TBoss. Bisola thinks she was used by TTT and 
wants TBoss to return the favour since he is 
now into her.

The week’s task began on a bad note. The 
task requested the housemates to dig through 
a heap of rubbish and separate plastic material 
from biodegradable materials to be recycled. 
They began the task and spent quite some 
time on it before they were stopped by Biggie. 
He chastised the housemates for not giving 
the task their all and wasting too much time 
in completing it. This of course will impact on 
their wager.

As the show inches closer to the end of the 
second month, it seems the housemates can no 
longer keep it together. In a chat with Debie-

Rise, TBoss confided in her that she asked Big-
gie for a voluntary eviction because she was 
mentally stressed and tired of all the bickering 
and everyone picking on her. The same can-
not be said of Debie-Rise who has found love 
in the arms of Bassey, the new HoH. We will 
watch closely and hope he does not break her 
fragile heart. Meanwhile, TTT, Debie-Rise, Efe 
and TBoss have been nominated for possible 
evictions today. Perhaps TBoss may just get 
her wish!

During the nominations, TTT and TBoss 
had the highest votes. Bally was saved and 
replaced with Efe by Bassey, the HoH. Debie-
Rise was nominated by Marvis. Remember 
Marvis is in possession of a power card, which 
was given to her by Biggie for being the most 
liked housemate. She was requested by Big 
Brother to make one additional nomination 
and she did by putting up Debie-Rise.

The frenzy of the game has gotten real 
and fans are revving up campaigns for their 
favourite housemates. As expected, the men-
tal and emotional state of the housemates are 
beginning to show as they have become more 
agitated and formed stronger alliances.  Ad-

ditionally, bonds are also being strengthened 
and the housemates have become more open 
with their affection for one another. Marvis 
says shedreads April when the show comes to 
an end because she will miss the house and her 
pal, Efe, so much. Debbie-Rise has confessed 
her love for Bassey and it’s obvious Efe is into 
Marvis. It is not new that TTT has moved his 
affection from Bisola to TBoss, while Bisola 
and Bally are getting it on. With four guys 
and four ladies left in the house, what is to be 
expected?

If there is one thing we know about Big 
Brother, it is that there is no dull moment and 
you never know which direction he will swing 
next. So far, Biggie has tasked the creativity of 
housemates and given them the opportunity 
to speak out on critical issues like the education 
of the girl-child, domestic violence, cultural 
heritage, arts and harmony, among other criti-
cal issues. With this weeks’ eviction, will the 
bonds break or will there be realignments. We 
just have to wait and see. Biggie is always big 
on tricks and viewers are watching his next 
move today.

MIPAD set to unveil its 100 under 40 honorees on March 25th

I
n support of the International 
Decade for People of African 
Descent, proclaimed by United 
Nation’s General Assembly reso-
lution 68/237 and to be observed 

from 2015 to 2024, the Most Influential 
People of African Descent (MIPAD) will 
officially launch the MIPAD initiative 
and unveiling of the global list of MI-
PAD honorees (MIPAD 100 under 40) 
on March 25, 2017 in Lagos.

The event will coincide with the UN 
commemoration of the International 
Day of Remembrance of the Victims 
of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade, and will feature special guest 
speakers including; Abike Dabiri-
Erewa, Senior Special Assistant to the 
President on Foreign Affairs and Dias-
pora, along with UN officials in Nigeria.

Also, the Awards Dinner in honor 
of the for the participants, ‘MIPAD 
Class of 2017’ is slated for on the Sep-
tember 26, 2017 in New York City after 
the 72nd Regular Session of the UN 
General Assembly (UNGA 72). Barack 
Obama, former U.S. President and An-
tónio Guterres, current UN Secretary-
General, are expected to be invited as 
keynote speakers.

MIPAD is a civil society initiative 
that identifies and ranks high achievers 
of African descent in public and private 
sectors from all around the world as a 
progressive network of relevant actors 
to join together in the spirit of recogni-
tion, justice and development of Africa, 
its people on the continent and across 
its Diaspora. Abike Dabiri-Erewa, one of the special guest speakers
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Chivas Regal unveils finalists of $1M global social 
enterprise competition

C
hivas Regal; world’s first luxury 
whisky, has unveiled 30 finalists of 
the brightest startups from across the 
globe for the Chivas Venture, a global 

search to discover and reward the world’s 
most promising social entrepreneurs.

At the unveiling held on March 12, 2017 at 
the Skoll Centre at University of Oxford, the 
organisers noted that each finalist, including 
RecylePoints from Nigeria, will travel to Los 
Angeles in July to compete for a share of $1 
million to make their dream of creating a better 
future for the world a reality.

Now in its third year, the Chivas Venture 
has to date received almost 6,000 applications 
across six continents from startups that are 
striving to use innovation and enterprise to 
make the world a better place. The vision of 
the future as imagined by this year’s finalists 
is a place where protein bars are made from 
crickets and shoes made from garbage; where 
walls of moss clean city air and consumers 
create value from everyday waste.

One finalist will represent each of the 30 
participating countries at the hotly-anticipated 
Chivas Venture Final in Los Angeles in July. 
There they will brush shoulders with some 
of the biggest names in business and en-
tertainment, and have just five minutes to 
impress the expert judging panel with their 
world-changing ideas and deliver the pitch 
of their lives.

In preparation for the Chivas Venture 
Final, the 30 finalists have travelled to Oxford 
to take part in a transformational Accelerator 
Week programme created by the Skoll Centre 
for Social Entrepreneurship embedded within 
the Saïd Business School at the University 
of Oxford. During an intensive five days of 

learning, the finalists have the opportunity to 
develop leadership skills, take part in practical 
workshops and be inspired by global experts 
on critical topics that affect social startups.

Andrea Warriner, deputy director of the 
Skoll Centre, commented: “In today’s uncer-
tain political and economic climate, social 
enterprise has never played a more important 
role in securing a better future for our society. 
There’s an incredible pool of entrepreneurs 
in the Final 30 of this year’s Chivas Venture 
competition, who we believe really have 
what it takes to make a difference. We’ve got 
a great programme lined up for this week, 
and we look forward to being inspired by our 
finalists, while giving them an unforgettable 

experience.”
Richard Black, Chivas Regal Global Brand 

Director, added: “We were blown away by 
the calibre of entries for this year’s Chivas 
Venture competition. The businesses are a 
great example of the ingenuity and passion 
of entrepreneurs across the world who are 
committed to creating a better world for 
generations to come. The founders of Chivas 
Regal were entrepreneurs who gave back to 
their community, and by discovering and 
supporting startups who too give back to the 
wider global community, the Chivas Venture 
is continuing their legacy. At Chivas we firmly 
believe that generosity and success go hand-in-
hand – and when you share your success with 

Akin Lewis, Uti Nwachukwu, Lisa Omorodion dazzle in Whose Meal Ticket

G
race Edwin-Okon, an 
award-wining Nolly-
wood actress, writer and 
producer, is out with an-
other thought-provoking 

flick, ‘Whose Meal Ticket’, starring 
industry’s best such as Akin Lewis, 
Ngozi Nwosu, Uti Nwachukwu, 
Shaffi Bello, Lisa Omorodion, Tana 
Adelana, Femi Durojaiye , Iyke 
Nnabuife and Kehinde Omoru as 
executive producer.

Grace has come of age in the 
production of ‘edutainment’ flicks, 

through which she mirrors the so-
ciety’s different strokes. She noted 
that this new story idea also came 
handy, given that Omoru, a nurse, 
is enamored of educating people on 
health tips.

“Kehinde Omoru, the executive 
producer, asked me to work on the 
story because she has this idea of 
making films that have ‘edutain-
ment’ appeal, such that people can 
watch and learn a thing or two. 
And being a nurse, her own area 
of education is health tips. This is 

the second film I am making for Ke-
hinde; the first one is called ‘Deeply 
Cut’, which is about Hepatitis B,” said 
Grace.

She described ‘Whose Meal Tick-
et’ as a film “that can be termed as 
drama with slight use of comedy, 
even though a lot of people would 
say when they saw it, they loved 
it and had a good time laughing 
because of the characters. It is an 
intriguing story. It also has some 
health tips with regards to diabetes 
and it also talks a little bit about ac-
tive charcoal.

“I strongly believe that the audi-
ence will love the film. They will 
sure come out of the cinema laugh-
ing, and I really look forward to 
getting amazing feedbacks from 
the Nigerian and African audience.” 
She said.

In ‘Whose Meal Ticket’, Lisa Phil-
ips (Lisa Omorodion) is hell bent on 
regaining her family’s lost glory, 
encouraged by her mother, Mrs. 
Philips (Ngozi Nwosu), with the ad-
vice of devious wiles and strategies 
of using what she has to get what 
she wants.

This is just as Mrs. Disu (Shaffy 
Bello), wife of the rich and influen-
tial Lagos socialite Chief Disu (Akin 

40 C002D5556SUNDAYBD  Sunday  19  March  2017

others, business becomes truly rewarding.”
From May 1- June 14, 2017, the public 

will be able to show their support for their 
favourite finalist through a live vote. Over 
the course of five weeks, the public’s vote will 
determine how the first $250,000 in funding 
is split among the finalists. The winner(s) of the 
remaining $750,000 in funding will be decided 
on July 13, 2017 at the Chivas Venture Final in 
Los Angeles, after a high-stakes pitch in front 
of the judges and a live audience.

To learn more about RecylePoints and the 
other 29 global finalists of the Chivas Ven-
ture, visit their pages at www.chivas.com/
the-venture.

Lewis) battles diabetes. Testing her 
blood sugar level daily is painful, 
effortful and potentially damaging. 
However, in ‘Whose Meal Ticket’, 
she does it with ease that dispels 
the phobia for diabetes, proving 
that you can suffer symptoms like 
frequent thirst, frequent urination, 
slow healing wounds, mood swings 
and fatigue associated with diabetes 
and still grasp life with zest.

Life would have been ‘hunky-
dory’ with the Disus until Lisa’s 
push into them opens the curtain 
to social issues like neglect, jealousy, 
conspiracy, connivances and duplic-
ity that often plagues the rich.

On the other hand, Chief Dish, 
a father of two has been grooming 
his more promising son - Taiwo (Iyke 
Nnabuife) - to take over the helms 
of his fast growing conglomerate 
while  Kehinde ( Uti Nwachukwu) 
- the ‘black sheep’ of the family 
couldn’t care a hoot whether Taiwo 
is ‘making waves’ within the family 
business.

According to the producer, the 
movie is scheduled for premiere on 
April 15, 2017 at Genesis Cinemas - 
Palms Lekki, and will begin showing 
in cinemas across the country from 
April 21, 2017.
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Nigerian tourism suffers yet 
another setback

W
ith the economic 
downturn, gov-
ernment at all 
levels, across the 
country, are all 

after other sources of revenue as oil, 
the once mainstay of the Nigerian 
economy, no longer sustains the coun-
try’s growing needs.

At the 2016 Annual General Meet-
ing of the Nigerian Association of Tour 
Operators (NATOP), Patrick Utomi, 
a renowned Professor of Economics, 
pointed the country to tourism as the 
lowest hanging fruit for economic 
diversification and easing of the re-
cession.

But it seemed nobody listened, 
especially the leadership of the coun-
try, even after the sustained media 
campaign of the recommendations 
of the professor.

No wonder, the Nigerian Tourism 
House in Abuja is on fire. In the last 
three months, the Nigerian Tourism 
Development Corporation (NTDC) 
has witnessed the appointment of 
three acting director generals, as if it is 
a national cake or settlement for some 
interests, forgetting that a substantive 
director general is needed to not only 
give direction but also to encourage 
private sector participation as true 
drivers of tourism development.

Now, the position is politicized, and 
getting a good hand to steer the leader-
ship of tourism development, especially 
now that it is imperative to boost eco-
nomic recovery, is very difficult.

From June 2006 to May 2013, 
Nigerian tourism has stability and 
focused leadership under Olusegun 
Runsewe, who many described as 
Mr. Tourism. Though Runsewe had 
enemies, especially from within who 
think he was making money, he was 

focused on making the positive noise 
for Nigeria. During his tenure, Nigeria 
participated in all international tour-
ism fairs: from Fitur in Madrid, Spain; 
ITB in Berlin, Germany; World Travel 
Market in ExCel, London; Arabian 
Travel Market in Dubai among others.

As well, local destinations and 
cultural heritages across the country 
were highlighted, especially for in-
ternational guests, from Arugungu 

Fishing Festival in Kebbi State, Nwoyo 
Festival in Taraba State, Ojude Oba in 
Ijebu Ode, Iriji Mbaise in Imo State, 
Osun Osogbo Festival, Abuja Carnival 
to Calabar Carnival, Runsewe led his 
team at NTDC, friends in government, 
private sector and international tour-
ists to attend. Of course, he survived 
three ministers of tourism, who did 
not like his vigor.

But all that ended while Runsewe 

led the Nigerian delegates to Arabian 
Travel Market in Dubai. As the popular 
saying has it, ‘while Nigerian tourism 
slept’, the Federal Government an-
nounced the replacement of Runsewe 
with Sally Mbanefo in May 2103 as the 
new DG of NTDC.

Since then, the Nigeria tourism has 
never seen progress as even staff of 
the corporation kept expressing their 
displeasure over the style of leadership 
of Mbanefo, while the private sector 
accused the lawyer turned banker of 
not carry them along, and most impor-
tantly, described her as a novice.  From 
May 2013 till November 2016 when 
Mbanefo was sacked, tourism had 
little or no attention in Nigerian both 
locally and internationally as Mbanefo 
hardly attended any international 
travel fair to promote the country and 
also failed to promote local destina-
tions and culture, which she claimed 
was her focus on assumption of office 
due to a situation she described as ‘lean 
pocket for expansive operation’.

With her sack, Boniface Eboka, 
a senior director at the NTDC, was 
appointed in November as acting DG, 
and in less than a month in December, 
Mariel Rae – Omoh, another senior 
director, was appointed the new acting 
DG, NTDC.

But while the stakeholders were 
hopeful that Rae-Omoh would be 
the last acting DG, the Ministry of 
Information and Culture surprised 
everyone in March 2017, when it ap-

pointed Paul Adalikwu, a director in 
another parastatal, as new acting DG. 
As many Nigerians who have been 
following the NTDC issues keeping 
asking if the acting DG would go 
round to every NTDC senior staff, 
tourism stakeholders, especially the 
private sector and the travel media 
are not deceived.

Having campaigned for a tested in-
dustry person for the vacant position 
and even suggested names, the stake-
holders think what has been delaying 
the appointment of a substantive DG 
is the fact that Federal Government 
has vested interest on who becomes 
the DG and have had many politicians 
lobbying for the position, hence there 
were disagreements over who to be 
appointed instead of picking from the 
list suggested by tourism private sec-
tor who truly need a passionate DG to 
collaborate in developing tourism to a 
big revenue earner.

But how long will the new man 
be in acting capacity, and when will a 
substantive DG be appointed?

Lai Mohammed, Minster of Infor-
mation and Culture, has to answer 
that, though nobody will believe him 
until the right announcement is made. 
Until then, the tourism private sector 
and all stakeholders should not relent 
in their call for a substantive DG, who 
must be informed, tested, passionate 
and committed to working with all 
stakeholders in developing tourism 
to a foreign exchange earner status.  

OBINNA EMELIKE

…as FG appoints three acting DGs in four months
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A taste of tropical, cozy offerings

I
f you are tired of city noise 
and pollution, an escape 
awaits you in a very tran-
quil and yet royal abode. 
It is a pristine destination 

worth the expectations lovers 
of nature and world class leisure 
facilities. There, Mother Nature 
and man await your visit to ush-
er you into pampering that will 
rejuvenate and get you really set 
to face the year’s workload and 
challenges.

A visit offers you opportunity 
of a memorable stay in a room its 
windows open to the fresh wild, 
a place where you are very com-
fortable without watching your 
back, and yet treated like a royal.

A visit to The Royal Sen-
chi Resort is truly worth your 
hard-earned money, time, and 
expectations anytime of the 
year. Set in the historic kingdom 
of Akwamu, West of Akosombo, 
Ghana, the 84-room and suites 
resort is a bold undertaking on 
the west bank of the Volta River 
overlooking the eco-island lo-
cally called Denkyenyam.

You will not ignore its true 
wild tropical feel and pristine 
offering. Its location is distant 
from the hectic city life, yet near 
enough for easy commuting.

Built in 2011, the barely new 
resort offers guests beyond 
the serenity of the Volta Lake. 
Over 80 rooms and suites were 
designed to blend with the ap-
pealing, balmy environment of 
the Senchi River and the sur-
rounding rich forestry.

Its 74 standard rooms aptly 
tagged ‘Riverview’ offer more 
than a panoramic view of the 
Senchi River. They are also 
sizeable, with a private patio 
area and even a view from the 
bathtub. The colours, the archi-

Of course, with all its quality 
offerings, Emmanuel Mensah, 
sales and marketing manager of 
the resort, awaits your bookings 
and visits.

On the reasons a guest needs 
a night rest in the hotel, Mensah 
notes: “Our luxurious River-view 
rooms are well-equipped with 
modern facilities, lovely décor 
and a view. These rooms are 
designed to inspire. Each room 
has a spectacular view of the 
Volta River that makes you feel 
like you are actually living on 
the Volta. Again, guests enjoy 
the freshness of the environment 
while they sit at their balcony or 

with a private kitchen.
A day at the resort without 

visiting the restaurant to indulge 
your culinary tastes, and Nsu Bar 
for rare and local wine menu is 
unmemorable. The bar offers 
both residents and non-residents 
alike the platform to network a 
great deal.

For the adventurous guests 
who want something beyond 
the comfort of the room, there 
are canoes and launches for play-
ing on the crocodile-free river. 
There are plans for a nine-hole 
golf course, a football pitch, bas-
ketball court and kids’ play area, 
among other attractions.

tectural curves, as well as the 
shapes of the buildings, blend to 
the ‘nature look’ and feel of the 
entire property.

Guests who want something 
different can ask for an upstairs 
room for the airy high ceilings. 
The nine suites are large too, 
and the Presidential Suite has 
a private plunge pool. Those 
not willing to splash out quite 
so much can splash around the 
lovely pool that also overlooks 
the river.

To optimise your stay the 
resort, you need to experience 
the pleasure at the opulent Pica-

hartes Suite.
Named after a rare rockfowl 

or bald crow that is found in the 
rain forest of West and Central 
Africa, the Picahartes Suite will 
blow your mind. This suite is 
made up of two floors to support 
all comfort and luxury with a 
wooden staircase that leads you 
from one floor to the other. There 
is a private outdoor swimming 
pool and a double door entrance 
and a spacious balcony. With a 
wide and spectacular view of the 
Volta River, the Picathartes suite 
offers luxury you cannot imag-
ine. The suite is also furnished 

OBINNA EMELIKE

Yet, it boasts of the usual ame-
nities: spa, shop, business centre, 
restaurant, lounge bar, and the 
conference suite with two well-
equipped breakout rooms and 
meeting areas. The ballroom 
hosts up to 200 guests, while an 
attractive event outdoor event 
space hosts more guests.

terrace.”
For him, the concept of the 

hotel is to offer a destination that 
fuses into the relaxed nature of 
the environment while provid-
ing hospitality standards that 
befit a four-star establishment.

So, why wait to have a royal 
feel at the resort?
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Nigeria’s travel market booms over 
Gidi Culture Festival 2017

T
he Nigeria’s 
travel mar-
k e t  a g a i n 
experienced 
an increase 

as a result of the Gidi 
Culture Festival 2017 
which held last week at 
the Eko Altantic on the 
15th of April 2017.

BDSunday checks 
showed that from 10th 
to 15th of April, there 
was an increase in the 
number of people com-
ing into Lagos from var-
ious countries in West 
Africa and various 
states in the country to 
grace the occasion. 

Airline operators also 
confirmed the develop-
ment as some travel-
lers told BDSunday that 
the festival is one that 
they would not want 
to miss considering its 
relevance and cultural 
benefits.

With line-up of both 

local and internation-
al artists, the one-day 
event was very well-or-
chestrated and aimed at 
facilitating the growth 
of the urban youth cul-
ture in Nigeria. It includ-
ed physical and mental 
games for activity lov-
ers such as volleyball 
and beach soccer with 
celebrity coaches and 
players.

Stories by Ifeoma okeke
ing, premium viewing 
and also an opportunity 
to hang out with your 
favourite celebrities.

He added that the 
festival is also about 
supporting the rising 
stars and ensuring the 
audience discovers new 
talent. For this reason, 
these supporting acts 
have been carefully se-
lected based on their 
unique style of music.

Gidi Fest 2017 is a 
cashless festival that 
enables festival go-
ers to make purchases 
without carrying bulk 
money in order for you 
to enjoy the experience 
to the fullest.

The event is support-
ed by Eko Atlantic, Eko 
Hotel, Kenya Airways, 
Pepsi, LASAA, Red Bull, 
Mikano, Hyperia, Film-
house, Trek Buy Fly, 
House of Lunettes. The 
partners of the event in-
clude Soundcity, Sound-
city Radio, DSTV & Af-
rica Magic.

ethiopian wins ‘Cargo airline award for 
Network Development’ at Brussels

A
frican’s largest 
cargo operator, 
Ethiopian Air-
lines,  has won 

‘Cargo Airline Award for 
Network Development’ at 
the tenth anniversary of 
the Brussels Airport Avia-
tion Awards held on March 
9, 2017.

 The Network Develop-
ment Awards are presented 
to airlines that have devel-
oped new routes or achieved 
a remarkable growth in pas-
sengers or cargo. As a result, 
the ‘Network Development 
Award Cargo Airline’ award 
was awarded to Ethiopian 
Cargo in recognition to the 
commitment of the airline 
to rapidly expand its cargo 
network and for becoming 
the largest cargo airline at 
Brussels Airport in just 6 
months period.

 Tewolde GebreMari-
am, Ethiopian Group CEO 
remarked, “We are very 
pleased to be the winner of 
such a prestigious award. 
The award boosts our en-
ergy to serve our customers’ 
air cargo needs better.

 “Ethiopian Cargo Ser-
vices connects African 
Economies with the rest 
of the world in import of 
Industrial Goods and Export 
of commodities which are 
both the engine of the socio 
Economic Development in 
today’s highly globalized 
world. With Six new and 
modern B-777F and two 
B-757F all cargo airplanes 
complemented by the vast 
network of belly hold capac-
ity on our passenger wide 
body airplanes, Ethiopian 
Cargo is currently the larg-
est cargo airline in the con-

tinent of Africa.
 “We are grateful to our 

dedicated cargo team, our 
Global cargo customers and 
particularly to our Belgian 
partners who have made 
our cargo Hub in Europe a 
resounding success. With 
the inauguration of the larg-
est and the most modern 
Cargo terminal in Africa, 
with annual cargo capacity 
of 600 thousand tons, in the 
coming couple of months; 
we will transform Addis 
Ababa as one of the best 
Cargo Hubs in the air cargo 
industry.”

 Ever since the first car-
go charter operation was 
launched to Nairobi in 1946 
and the boom of agricul-
ture export products out of 
Ethiopia, Ethiopian Cargo 
Services has been steadily 
growing.

Highlights of the 
event included, the dis-
play of carefully cu-
rated art pieces and live 
sketching by incredible 
Nigerian illustrators. 
The aim was to promote 
culture and encour-
age people to support 
young and upcoming 
artists.

During a press con-
ference to announce 

the event, Chinedu 
Okeke, founder of the 
Gidi Culture Festival 
carefully mapped out 
all the new and exciting 
activities that Gidi Fest 
has added to the event 
this year.

 Chinedu stated that 
the implementation of 
the VIP experience this 
year which includes fast 
track entry, valet park-

airfrance partners french 
ministry of foreign affairs, 
others on Goût de france 2017

I
n a bid to showcase 
the French lifestyle, 
regional products and 
promote France as a 

tourist destination, Air 
France has partnered with 
French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International 
Development and Chef 
Alain Ducasse to organise 
this year’s Goût de France 
event.

On 21 March, over 2000 
restaurants in 150 countries 
will participate in the Goût 
de/Good France event to 
celebrate the French gas-
tronomy. Chefs from all 
over the world will cook 
a dinner to pay tribute to 
the excellence of French 
Cuisine and its capacity to 
innovate and unite people 
around the common values 
of sharing and enjoyment 
in a planet-friendly and 
healthy way.

Speaking during a press 
conference to announce the 
event, Jean-Raoul Tauzin, 
General Manager, Air France 
KLM Nigeria & Ghana said 
that they have decided to 
participate in the event to 
promote culture, tourism 
and innovation.

Tauzin added as part of 
the organisation’s corpo-
rate social responsibility 
to promote healthy eating, 
enjoyment of French Cuisine 

and cultural development in 
Nigeria.

He said that the Goût de/
Good France menu include 
an aperitif with finger food, 
a started, one or two main 
course(s), a cheese platter 
and a dessert, accompanied 
by French wines and cham-
pagnes.

S p e a k i n g  e a r l i e r  at 
the event, Aurelien SEN-
NACHERIB, a represen-
tative of the Embassy of 
France in Nigeria said that 
an international selection 
committee of chefs will 
approve the list of par-
ticipating chefs as from 28 
January 2017, adding that 
the committee will assess 
the coherence and quality 
of the menus proposed by 
the restaurants that have 
signed up in their respec-
tive geographic areas.

“This third edition will 
also spotlight culinary train-
ing schools and hotel busi-
ness schools. Our gastrono-
my is the only one that trains 
so many chefs worldwide. It 
is actually regarded as the 
leading culinary school in 
the world.

“Thus, schools and ap-
prentices worldwide will; 
participate in the event to 
concoct ‘French-style’ din-
ners on the evening of 21 
March,” he added.

air Peace 
assures on 
expansion 
as onyema 
gets 
aviation 
man award

A
i r  P e a c e  h a s 
pledged seamless 
air travel with its 
project to connect 

more local, regional and 
international destinations.

The carrier gave the as-
surance last week in Port 
Harc ourt,  Rivers State 
when Allen Onyema, its 
Chairman/Chief Execu-
tive Officer, was conferred 
with the award of ‘Aviation 
Man of the Year 2016’ by 
ATQnews and Akwaaba 
African Travel Market.

Speaking at the Rivers 
event tagged “Port Harcourt 
Bantaba”, Onyema said Air 
Peace was strengthening 
its fleet with Boeing 777 air-
craft in preparation for the 
launch of its Guangzhou-
China, Dubai, Mumbai, At-
lanta, London and other 
long-haul routes.

He said the airl ine, 
which had added a Friday 
evening flight to its daily 
Lagos-Accra-Lagos route, 
would make Enugu the base 
of its Gwangzhou-China 
operations.

Air Peace, he said, had 
distinguished itself in the 
Nigerian aviation industry 
with its unrivalled on-time 
performance, safety and 
maintenance record.

Responding to a ques-
tion on the ownership of 
the airline, the Air Peace 
boss dismissed insinuations 
that a former First Lady 
fondly referred to as “Mama 
Peace” had an interest in the 
carrier.

Onyema, who was rep-
resented by Chris Iwarah, 
the airline’s Corporate Com-
munications Manager, said 
Air Peace symbolised the 
effort of his organisation, 
the Foundation for Eth-
nic Harmony in Nigeria 
(FEHN) to promote peace 
in the country through 
the creation of gainful em-
ployment for thousands of 
converted militant agitators 
and other jobless Nigerians.

He insisted that efforts to 
set up the airline predated 
Nigeria’s return to democ-
racy in 1999. Onyema ex-
plained that he was advised 
to set up an airline because 
of its capacity to create mas-
sive job opportunities for 
members of the society.
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Oyo targets 3m people for polio, tetanus immunization

T
he Oyo State govern-
ment is targeting over 
3 million people as ben-
eficiaries of the 2017 
National Immunization 

Plus Days (NIPDs) against Polio-
myelitis and Tetanus Toxoid.

The first round of the NIPDS 
which will hold March 25-28, 
2017 across the state will include 
pregnant women that will be im-
munized against Tetanus Toxoid 
and counselled on health promo-
tion.

The state Commissioner for 
Health, Azeez Adeduntan, who 
disclosed this in Ibadan, said 
that 1,615,441 children of 0 to 59 
months are targeted for Oral Polio 
Vaccination against Polio disease, 
1,718,550 women of child-bearing 
age are to be vaccinated against 
Tetanus, while 4,152 children 
below 1 year (0 -11 months) who 
have missed their routine im-

P
rices of imported medi-
cines have increased sig-
nificantly in recent times, 
making it more difficult 
for patients to afford es-

sential medicines.
The major reason for the hike 

in prices of medicines, particularly 
imported ones, is depreciation of 
naira against major currencies.

Nigeria is currently facing dollar 
scarcity, which has jacked up costs 
and prices in the country, pushing 
inflation close to 18 percent.

However, the situation has fa-
voured local drug makers more than 
importers. This is because import-
ers need dollars to import finished 
medicines, but local manufacturers 
only need the green back to import 
inputs and packaging materials.

A recent independent study 
shows that high quality made-in-
Nigeria medicines are still more 
affordable than imported brands.

A market survey reveals that an 
imported anti-diabetic drug called 
Doanil sells for N3,000, while its 
local substitute Glibenclamide goes 
for N900. Similarly, an imported 
Septrin, which helps to deal with 
respiratory tract infection, sells for 
N6,000, but its local alternative 
Primprex can be bought at N2,500 
in the country. Also an imported 
anti-malarial medicine Co-Artem is 
sold for N1,600, while its local coun-
terpart Arthemed sells for N500. 
Furthermore, an antiprotozoal 
medicine Flagyl sells for N2,400 a 
packet, while its local substitute 
Loxagyl goes for N500.

Mike Ogorima, president, Nige-
rian Medical Association, said the 
citizens should not continue to live 
with the mentality of importing 
drugs, adding that there are drugs 
manufactured locally that clearly 
replace imported medicines.
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Why Nigerians need to patronise locally-made medicines

 Sunday  19 March  2017

“If you write any prescription for 
any patient, the next time the pa-
tient is visiting you it becomes worse 
with more symptoms because they 
can’t afford the cost of treatment,” 
said Ogorima.

“The purchasing power is no 
more there and patients cannot buy 
their medicament now,” he said.

Frank Udemba Jacobs, president 
of the Manufacturers Association of 
Nigeria (MAN), in a recent interview 
with BDSUNDAY, corroborated 
this view, saying that patronage 
of locally manufactured products 
would raise the capacity of the 
manufacturing sector, create thou-
sands of jobs in the economy and 
reduce unbridled importation of 
sub-standard products into Africa’s 
most populous country.

Local manufacturers argue that 
the reason for the lower prices of 

made-in-Nigeria medicines is that 
they absorb some costs to ensure 
affordability by patients, while im-
porters of pharmaceutical products 
simply pass on the costs of dollars 
and importation to the patients who 
are at high risk of discontinuing 
treatment when they are no longer 
able to afford drugs.

In terms of quality, locally-made 
drugs are currently competing with 
drugs in the global market. This 
informs why the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) recently provided 
Swiss Pharma, Chi Limited, Evans 
Medicals as well as May & Baker 
with international prequalification, 
which makes them qualified to sup-
ply drugs to global institutions.

In 2016 Fiscal Policy, the Federal 
Government placed a 20 percent 
Import Adjustment Tax (IAT) on four 
categories of medicines for which 

Nigerian manufacturers have more 
than enough capacity to satisfy local 
consumption.

This is not only aimed at ensuring 
sustainable access to high quality 
and affordable medicines but also 
meant to protect the local drug 
industry, increase employment 
for Nigerians and attract foreign 
investment.

Already, indications from indus-
try experts suggest that based on 
the 2016 Fiscal Policy, there is a re-
invigorated interest in the Nigerian 
pharma sector, as indicated by the 
number of foreign companies seek-
ing to establish new factories, as well 
as buy into existing ones.  

Findings also show that the 20 
percent Import Adjustment Tax has 
no influence on the affordability of 
medicines for the average Nigerian.

Health policy experts have con-

firmed that the measures high-
lighted in the 2016 Fiscal Policy 
will prevent dumping from foreign 
countries as well as improve sustain-
able access to medicines, since local 
capacity will be increased.

Evidence also suggests that since 
most fake and counterfeit medicines 
in Nigeria are imported, another 
major outcome of the 2016 Fis-
cal Policy is to further limit our 
exposure to fake drugs as well as 
safeguard Nigerians’ access to high 
quality medicines. It has been long 
established that drug manufactur-
ing plants in Nigeria are not only 
highly compliant with NAFDAC 
and PCN regulations, but also meet 
the highest international standards.

Experts want the government 
and Nigerians at all levels to patro-
nise made-in-Nigeria medicines, 
which have been certified by NAF-
DAC and proven to match interna-
tional quality standards.

Healthcare professionals have 
also advised the government to 
ensure that the Ministry of Health 
direct all government hospitals and 
agencies to show preference for 
medicines manufactured in Nigeria, 
which are more affordable, and are 
of high quality.

Policy analysts have indicated 
that based on the evidence, the 
Federal Ministry of Health should 
execute a Medicines Supply Pro-
gramme that would further bring 
down the cost of medicines and 
ensure availability of essential medi-
cines at affordable prices.

“There is a need to continue 
with the Fiscal Policy to save the 
Nigerian pharmaceutical industry 
and ensure that the country attains 
self-sufficiency in drug production 
within the shortest possible time,” 
said Okey Akpa, chairman of the 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers 
Group of MAN (PMG-MAN).

AKINREMI FEYISIPO, Ibadan

TIAMIYU ADIO 

munization schedule will also be 
vaccinated accordingly with the 
dued antigens.   Adedutan, a medi-
cal doctor, noted that children be-
tween the ages of 0-5 years will be 
immunized against poliomyelitis, 
while every other missed routine 
antigen will be administered on 
the children between 0-11 months 
who have missed any of their 
routine immunization schedule 
during the immunization exercise.

He explained that the NIPDs 
is a supplemental immunization 
campaign geared to ensure herd 
immunity among the under-five 
children against Poliomyelitis 
as well as to vaccinate unimmu-
nized under-one year-old children 
against every other vaccine-pre-
ventable    diseases.

The commissioner stressed 
that the state government would 
not relent in its efforts to improve 
health-care delivery in the state, 
noting that the immunization 
exercise in the state is a priority.
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N
igerians with 
various degrees 
of eye-related 
a i l m e n t s  a re 
in for a relief 

as Skipper Seil Group, in 
partnership with Eye-Q, 
recently unveiled a state-
of-the-art facility known as 
Skipper Eye-Q Super Spe-
cialty Eye Hospital in Lagos.

The facility which aims 
to provide a world-class 
diagnostic, medical, surgi-
cal and optical ophthal-
mic services in Nigeria was 
commissioned by the Cross 
River State governor, Ben 
Ayade, in the company of 
Aliko Dangote, president, 
Dangote Group, Ibrahim 
Jikamshi, special adviser 
on Entrepreneurship to 
Katsina State governor, Fi-
delis Anosike, publisher/
editor-in-chief, Daily Times, 
Ronald Chagoury, chair-
man, Eko Atlantic Group, 
among others.

Speaking at the unveiling 
ceremony, Ajay Sharma, 
founder, Eye-Q Eye Super 
Specialty Hospital, India, 
who rolled out various plans 
of the hospital to improve 
eye care services in Nigeria, 
said the hospital was estab-
lished to assist Nigerians 
with visual impairments 
regain their sight and to also 
save them the trouble of 
travelling abroad for treat-
ment.

Sharma, one of the most 
renowned eye surgeons in 
India, said having such a 
facility in Nigeria was long 
overdue considering the 
fact that 4.5 million adults 
in Nigeria aged 40 years 
and above were visually 
impaired or blind, based on 
the National Blindness and 
Visual Impairment Survey 
conducted in 2005-2007.

“In a bid to enable more 
people to access medical 
care, the JV-Skipper Eye-
Q Nigeria aims to improve 
medical services in the re-
gion. It is committed to de-
liver its services using the 
most advanced, progressive 
and highest standards of 
quality eye care at afford-
able price and we have a 
team of highly qualified and 
experienced ophthalmolo-
gists to provide the best pos-
sible service,” Sharma said.

According to the World 
H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n 
(WHO), 285 million people 
are estimated to be visu-

Hope rises for Nigerians with eye-related ailments 

ally impaired worldwide: 
39 million are blind and 246 
million have low vision.

WHO also says that about 
90 percent of the world’s vi-
sually impaired live in low-
income settings like Nigeria.

Sharma, therefore, said 
the hospital would invest 
$20 million in eye services 
in Nigeria through the es-
tablishment of 30 eye cen-
tres in the next few years, 
which will further help the 
country to achieve the Glob-
al Eye Health Action Plan 
2014-2019, which seeks to 
reduce avoidable visual im-
pairment as a global public 
health problem and to se-
cure access to rehabilitation 
services for the visually 
impaired.

“Skipper Eye-Q Super 
Specialty Eye Hospital had 
started partnering with 
four states in the country – 
Kaduna, Kano, Katsina and 
Cross River – to improve 
their ophthalmology clinics 
and upgrade their facilities,” 
he noted.

According to him, the 
hospital will be involved 
in the training of Nigerian 
doctors with ultra-modern 
facilities on surgeries and 

different eye care so as to 
enhance their performance 
and services, apart from 
offering Corporate Social 
Responsibility services.

“The hospital will be cre-
ating jobs for Nigerians,” 
Sharma noted.

Governor Ayade, who 
commissioned the hospital, 
said Nigerians would be 
happy with it as it would 
help in reducing medical 
tourism.

“We have intelligent 
and smart doctors, but the 
equipments are not there. 
Now that we have this state-
of-the-art facility in place, 
it is an opportunity for our 
doctors to learn and upgrade 
their knowledge in eye care 
services,” he said.

To enable the people of 
Cross River State access 
quality eye care at a very 
affordable price, the gov-
ernor said he had already 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with 
the hospital.

“Vision is important. 
Without vision, you are 
nothing. My responsibility 
after the commissioning is 
to take the innovation and 
technology home. I have 
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…as Skipper Eye-Q unveils facility in Lagos

Ben Ayade,(m)  governor of Cross River State in the Company of Aliko Dangote, president, Dangote Group, 
and Ronald Chagoury,  chairman, Eko Atlantic Group at the commisioning of  Skipper Eye-Q Skipper Special-
ity Eye  Hospital in Lagos

given a contract to the man-
agement of the hospital to 
replicate same in my state,” 
Ayade said.

In his remarks, Dangote, 
who expressed delight at the 
establishment of the facility, 
said his foundation would 
work with the hospital to 
provide free eye care servic-
es to the poor, stressing that 
provision of effective and 
accessible eye care services 
was key for effectively con-
trolling visual impairment 
including blindness.

“The foundation will also 
support the training of doc-
tors,” he added.

Jitendra Sachdeva, group 
president, Skipper Nigeria, 
said Nigeria had an alarm-
ing number of visually im-
paired people and, therefore, 
needed such specialized 
state-of-the-art hospitals 
that could treat all kinds of 
eye ailments.

“With the launch of this 
centre, we look forward to 
catering for the country’s 
population and providing 
best eye care facility to the 
people. As a community 
healthcare provider, our 
main focus will be on the 

primary and secondary eye 
care needs of local people 
of Lagos and its neigbour-
hoods,” Sachdeva said.

Jide Idris, Lagos State 
Commissioner for Health, 
said having Skipper Eye-Q 
Super Specialty Eye Hospi-
tal in Lagos was a plus for 
the state as it would boost 
the state’s services on eye 
care.

Apart from improving 
eye care in the state, Idris 
pointed out the hospital 
would assist in building 
capacity locally and also 
update the knowledge of 
eye care professionals in 
the state.

“We have shortage of 
human resources in all spe-
cialties and eye care is one 
of them. Establishing the 
hospital in Lagos State is 
more like a plus to us. It is a 
positive thing because they 
have compact equipment 
that will help boost our 
services in eye care,” he said.

He urged Nigerians to 
carry out regular eye check 
to help prevent glaucoma 
which causes irreversible 
blindness if detected late.
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… Abia releases 1m euros to contractors

N
ewly elected Con-
federation of African 
Football (CAF) presi-
dent Ahmad Ahmad 
says his first act will 

be to conduct an audit of the body.
The Madagascar Football As-

sociation president, on Thursday 
dethroned long-term CAF presi-
dent Issa Hayatou, winning the 
Ethiopia-based elections by 34 
votes to 20.

“I will go to CAF headquarters 
and look inside this house - after 
that, I audit,” Ahmad disclosed.

“It’s not a suspicion but it’s man-
agement now - an obligation.”

Ahmad added: “When we finish 
the managerial and financial au-
dit, I will call the press to talk about 
the guide that we can follow. Step-
by-step, that is our obligation.”

The 57-year-old, who was little 
known prior to announcing his 
candidacy in January, was elected 
on a campaign of wide-ranging 
reforms.

Chief among them were pledges 
to bring greater governance and 
transparency to CAF while also 
promising to work on the African 
game from the grassroots up.

Ahmad was so emotional after 
his victory that he struggled to 
speak when interviewed by BBC 

ANTHONY NLEBEM Sport minutes after his win.
Dennis Idrissa, a member of 

the Malagasy’s campaign man-
ager, said the 57-year-old was so 
nervous about the result that he 
wasn’t in the room at the African 
Union headquarters when the 
winner was revealed.

“Ahmad asked me to listen and 
come back to tell him what hap-
pened,” Idrissa said.

“He was outside the auditorium 
- he was so stressed, so nervous. 
When I heard the result - I came 
out quickly and told him ‘Ahmad, 
you are the new president of CAF.’

“He said: ‘Seriously? Dennis, 
are you sure? I went back into the 
auditorium to check. I then had 
the honour of bringing him into 
the auditorium.

“And then we lifted him along 
with the Djibouti President on our 
shoulders. It was the best moment 
of my life. We worked so hard for 
this day.”

Ahmad says he has still to re-
cover from what many are calling 
a seismic change in the leadership 
of CAF, following Hayatou’s 29-
year reign.

“The shock is leaving but my 
body is tired,” Ahmad said after 
what was a grueling campaign.

The former footballer, coach 
and current political senator in 
Madagascar - is scheduled to rule 
CAF until 2021.

Enyimba Stadium to be ready soon

T
he Abia state says in the 
course of modernising the 
Enyimba International Sta-
dium, Aba, it will demolish all 
shanties in the name of shops 

defacing the front and the road leading 
to the stadium.

Chinwe Nwanganga, the state com-
missioner for Sports, disclosed this at 
Enyimba Stadium while conducting 
newsmen around to assess the progress 
of work so far done in the modernisation 
of the stadium by the state government.

“It is the desire of the government 
that the most successful club in Nigeria 
comes back to its home base instead of 
using Calabar. It is sad that numerous 
Enyimba fans have been missing the 
club because using another place for 
their home matches. We know how 
central the stadium is and cannot be 
relocated elsewhere, that is why govern-
ment wants to modify the stadium” said 
Nwanganga.

The commissioner boasted that when 
on the stadium was completed it would 
one of the best 21st century stadia and 
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regretted that state had lost a lot of rev-
enue because Enyimba playing their 
home matches outside Aba.

Nwanganga also disclosed that con-
tract for the construction of toilets had 
been awarded while plans to build multi 
storey car Park had been concluded.

“We should have Enyimba that is 
self-sustaining. Shops will be established 
where sports wares and facilities can be 
purchased” said the Commissioner.

Ebi E. Egbe, the Managing Director 
and chief Executive officer of Moni 
michelle spots Facility Construction 
Limited, the contractors handling the 
renovation of the stadium while brief-
ing newsmen on work so far done in 
the stadium said that the little delay in 
the job was as a result of the economy 
leading hike of prices of materials.

“We have completed survey. We 
are doing internal works to ensure that 
Enyimba returns to base” he promised.

Egbe assured Abians that he would 
not disappoint in delivering the job very 
soon adding that materials for job would 
arrive in the next two weeks.

He hinte d that state govern-

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia.

ment had released 1million Euros 
(N500,000,000.00) to his organization 
and promised that in eight weeks time 
the pitch would be ready.

“When Enyimba comes back home, 

Africans will appreciate the pitch. I am 
here to bring the best pitch not only in 
Abia but the whole Africa. The pitch will 
be like that of Man city and Arsenal.” He 
enthused.

My first task is to audit CAF, says Ahmad



Nsulu Games to re-open for 1,200 Abia ‘Ninjas’
Sports

T
he much-abandoned and 
abused but oldest games 
village in the entire eastern 
Nigeria, the Nsulu Games 
Village (NGV), in Isiala 

Ngwa local council area of Abia State 
may soon bounce back in colours and 
action.

This is because the Abia ‘Ninjas’, 
the about 1200 grassroots athletes re-
cently discovered in statewide sports 
trials to form a new army of talents to 
take the state to new sports heavens 
in the near-future would begin camp-
ing in Nsulu.

BD Sunday gathered that the state 
governor, Ikpeazu, believed to be 
about unveiling an aggressive and 
ambitious sports programme, has 
ordered the handover of the village 
to the Abia State Grassroots Sports 
Development Initiative (ABGRASOD), 
a public private partnership initiative 
targeted at creating sports business 
revolution in the state.

BD Sunday gathered that Okezie 
Ikpeazu had paid private visits to the 
Games Village on few occasions while 
driving along that route to see things 
for himself. This gave indications that 
something big must be about to hap-
pen there.  

Nsulu Games Village was built as a 
training centre during Ukpabi Asika 
regime when he was civilian admin-
istrator of the defunct East Central 
State. Sources said it used to be the 
camping centre for Spartans Football 
Club of Owerri in the old Imo State. It 
later became the camp for Enyimba 
Football Club.

The Village may have last been 
renovated by the first executive 
governor of Abia State, Ogbonnaya 
Onu. It served as camp for Abia State 
contingents to different national 
competitions. It later served as the 
Abia State National Youth Service 
Corps (NYSC) Orientation Camp till 
mid-1920s when they built the state’s 
NYSC permanent camp.

During the reign of kidnapping in 
the Abia State, the centre became a 
choice-location for soldiers sent to en-
gage the kidnappers as the Nigerian 
Army used it as mini-barracks. The 
Army only vacated in 2016.

Now, Ikpeazu is free to allow his 
sporting imagination run wild with 
grassroots sporting mega-academy as 

the first. ABGRASOD is a PPP that al-
lows Praik Applied Nigeria Limited to 
lead a consortium of consultants and 
partners select 60 talented Abia ath-
letes of between 11 and 15 years into a 
mega-academy that combines school-
ing (in their original schools initially) 
and sports training of international 
standards. International partners 
would send their training manuals 
that ABGRASOD coaches would ap-
ply in camp so as to create talents 
that fit straight into any academy in 
the world due to the standardized 
training. The camp convenes during 
holidays only.

A telecom giant is said to have 
snapped the right to renovate the 
Village and allow Nsulu to wear their 
colours which will imprint into the 
minds of the about 1200 young ath-
letes on a permanent basis.

A source in ABGRASOD hinted 
that the Games Village has capacity 
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DStv’s SuperSport Blitz goes full HD

for about 12,000 athletes in hostel-like 
accommodation. It has apartments 
for trainers and officials plus offices. 
Many buildings have been de-roofed, 
wild grasses have taken over most 
sections, it was gathered. About 5000 
could still be accommodated in the 
hostels that still roofs.

The CEO of Praik Applied (Nige-
ria) and Coordinator of ABGRASOD, 
Kalu Prince-Iroha, confirmed that 
camping was planned to start on 
Aril 17. He said the focus would be 
on Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, 
Beach-Volleyball, Boxing, Chess, 
Cricket, Cycling, Darts, Football, Golf, 
Gymnastics, Handball, Hockey, Judo, 
Karate, Kick-Boxing, Kung-Fu, Lawn 
Tennis, Polo, Rugby, Scrabble, Squash, 
Swimming, Table Tennis, Taekwondo, 
Trampoline, Triathlon, Volleyball, 
Water Polo, Weightlifting, Wrestling, 
Para-Athletics, Para-Power-lifting, 
Para-Table Tennis, among others. Golf 

would not be played at Nsulu because 
of absence of a golf course in the camp 
but officials say they are eying Aba 
Sports Club.

Support is welling for the Abia Nin-
jas. The governor’s wife is believed to 
be playing huge motherly roles and 
may be spearheading support for 
feeding of athletes. The over 1200 ath-
letes and almost 100 officials would 
need to eat three times a day for the 
one month. Over 50 bags of rice and 
other food stuffs have been pledged.

Governor is said to be very keen 
and may support with logistics plants 
(including vehicle). A former gover-
nor’s son is said to see the scheme as 
a good break for youths of the state 
and is believed to be ready to donate 
a bus to help move athletes.

Security has been given high pri-
ority as the army, police, Nigerian 
Security and Civil Defence plus Abia 
special security teams may be ready 
to ply key roles.

Health may not be left out as about 
10 medical doctors may be standing 
by to move to the camp. The Health 
Management Board may help with 
ambulances and other medical sup-
port facilities, all to ensure that the 
first camping would be a huge success.

The Commissioner for Sports in 
Abia, a chief, Chinwe Nwanganga, 
had said early in February 2017 that 
the state government would soon sign 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
with a foreign firm to fully develop 
the NsuluGames Village.

Nwanganga had also hinted that 
representatives of the firm would 
visit the state in April 2017 for the 
signing of the agreement on provision 
of modern facilities for the training 
of talents in different fields of sports.

The sports boss had added said that 
the games village, would however 
be used for the hunting of talents at 
the grassroots level, noting that the 
business angle to sports would be the 
new focus. He had told newsmen that 
the Ikpeazu administration intends 
to harness the potentials in sports 
by developing the sector to provide 
gainful employment for the youths.

He also quoted to have said that 
Gov. Okezie Ikpeazu had approved 
N70 million for the commencement 
of the development of three sport-
ing facilities in the three senatorial 
districts of Abia North, South and 
Central.

S
uperSport is Africa’s premier 
sports broadcaster, producing 
and broadcasting local and in-
ternational sport for pay TV 

subscribers across sub-Saharan Africa 
is set to launch SuperSport Blitz, the 
popular sport news and highlights 
channel, will soon be broadcasting in 
full High Definition (HD).

moment is now just days away,” said 
SuperSport’s CEO Gideon Khobane.

“We live in an age where all broad-
cast content is produced in HD and 
our long-term objective is to offer all 
SuperSport channels in HD.”

With SuperSport Blitz available 
across all DStv bouquets, subscribers on 
entry level packages with HD-capable 

decoders will now be able to experience 
HD broadcasts. SuperSport boasts 37 
channels, including a number in High 
Definition, which broadcast a range of 
both major and smaller sports across 
multiple platforms.

It additionally broadcasts to 54 coun-
tries in sub-Saharan Africa, including 
adjacent islands.

 

 

… ABGRASOD camping may begin on April 22
IGNATIUS CHUKWU

DStv’s SuperSport Blitz, the popular 
sport news and highlights channel, 
will soon be broadcasting in full High 
Definition (HD).

Blitz (channel 200) will go live in HD 
on Wednesday, March 29.

“Offering SuperSport Blitz in high 
definition has been in the works for 
quite some time and I’m glad that the 
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Transition from fake federation 
to true federation

N
igeria calls  its elf  a fe deral 
republic; however, except for 
the first 5 years and 3 months of 
independence (01 Oct 1960 – 15 
Jan 1966), Nigeria has been a fake 

federation. 
The incoming military government 

of Aguiyi-Ironsi abolished the federal 
constitution and replaced it with a unitary 
command structure. It appointed military 
governors to the formerly autonomous 4 
Regions, and ruled from the centre (the 
national capital). As it prepared to go to war 
to quell the rebellion of the Eastern Region, 
the military government of Yakubu Gowon 
divided up the country into 12 states, each 
a client of the centre, obeying its orders and 
dependent on it for funds. In the years to 
follow, the states grew gradually from 12 to 
19, then to 21, to 30, and then 36.

The unitary governance structure and 
dependency continued through the 30 years 
of military rule plus the two interregnums of 
civilian rule (01 Oct 1979 – 31 Dec 1984 and 26 
Aug – 17 Nov 1993), and continues today in 
the reinstated civilian rule since 29 May 1999.

The Nigerian federation since 15 January 
1966 is a fake federation because the federating 
units (regions or states) are not autonomous. 
They do not control the mineral resources 
in their territory. They generate little or no 
revenue on their own because they see no 

need to do so—they depend on hand-outs from 
the federal government. 

Regional or state autonomy is definitive of 
a genuine federation. 

In a genuine or true federation the regions 
or states control and exploit the natural 
resources within their territory, including oil, 
gas and solid minerals, produce revenue from 
economic activities (including manufacturing, 
agriculture and food processing) within their 
territory, and pay agreed-upon taxes to the 
federal (central) government. 

The states do not depend on hand-outs or 
allocations from the federal government; on 
the contrary, the federal government mostly 
depends on the states for its revenue. 

The federal government controls such 
central services as the armed forces and 
customs, coordinates and supervises inter-
state rail, road and air transport systems, 
and sets national standards for education as 
well as for food, drugs and manufactures. 
The federal and state governments jointly 
operate the law enforcement and judicial 
systems.

How can Nigeria transition from a 
fake federation of dependent states led by 
successions of lazy, spoon-fed, spoilt-brat 
governors to a vibrant, genuine federation of 
industrious, productive, autonomous states 
led by dynamic, committed, problem-solving 
men and women?

Here is a fragment of a possible blueprint, 
to be modified, reworked and incorporated 
into a New Constitution.

1. First, there must be the political will. 
2. A New Constitution based not on 

cake-sharing or hand-outs from the centre 
but on resource control and productivity by 
the constituent federating units. The New 
Constitution will determine what percentage 
of revenue from the resources and economic 
activities in the federating units will be paid 
as taxes to the federal government.

3. Reduce the federating units from 36 
to 6 by collapsing the present 5 or 6 states of 
each geo-political zone into one New State, 
thereby reducing the state administrative 
machinery and expenditure by over 80%.

4. A 5-year transition program guided 
by a joint federal-and-all-states committee 
through which control of oil, gas and solid 
minerals will be transferred to the New States 
in which these resources are found. 

5. Each New State will have a joint 
federal-state industrial development Board 
that will oversee the investment of revenue 
in specific development projects. 

6. Each New State will have a joint 
federal-state Board of education, skills training 
& employment / job creation.

7. Each New State will have a joint 
federal-state Board of health.

8. Each New State will have a joint 
federal-state Board to oversee infrastructure 
development, including regional or inter-state 
planning for road and rail networks & public 
transportation.

9. The expensive, corruption-ridden 
Western style electoral system should be 
replaced with a quiet, home-grown system 
evolved from traditional African community 
governance. No political parties. No LGAs. 
Each community or community-cluster to 
elect their own representatives. Part-time 
reps at state level. Leader and deputy selected 
from the elected reps. 4-6 of the reps selected 
to serve in a single-chamber part-time federal 
legislature of 24-36 members. Service term: 3 
years. Commissioners to be technocrats.

10. The numbers here are negotiable. 
The point is not to overload the system with 
redundant workers, a heavy payroll with 
little to show for it. Efficiency is the word. For 
instance,  federal or state bureaucracy needs 
but a small band of dedicated workers. Neither 
federal nor state cabinet needs more than 10 
or 12 good men and women. Industrialization 
will soak up all the excess workforce.

It is the responsibility of the citizenry 
to band together, in their communities and 
professional groups, to push for change. Those 
who are quietly milking Nigeria, exploiting 
every loophole afforded them by the bogus 
1999 Constitution, can be expected to resist 
change. Can the citizens count on support 
from President Buhari and the APC who came 
to power promising change?
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Antivirus software runs in the background 
on your computer, checking every file you 
open. This is generally known as on-access 
scanning, background scanning, resident 
scanning, real-time protection, or some-
thing else, depending on your antivirus 
program.

When you double-click an EXE file, it 
may seem like the program launches im-
mediately – but it doesn’t. Your antivirus 
software checks the program first, compar-
ing it to known viruses, worms, and other 
types of malware. Your antivirus software 
also does “heuristic” checking, checking 
programs for types of bad behavior that 
may indicate a new, unknown virus.

Antivirus programs also scan other 
types of files that can contain viruses. For 
example, a .zip archive file may contain 
compressed viruses, or a Word document 
can contain a malicious macro. Files are 
scanned whenever they’re used – for 
example, if you download an EXE file, it 
will be scanned immediately, before you 
even open it.

It’s possible to use an antivirus without 
on-access scanning, but this generally isn’t 
a good idea – viruses that exploit security 
holes in programs wouldn’t be caught by 
the scanner. After a virus has infected your 
system, it’s much harder to remove. (It’s 
also hard to be sure that the malware has 
ever been completely removed.)

Blogs
From the 

“No law mandated him to wear uniform 
while discharging his duties as the Comp-
troller-General of Nigeria Customs Service”.  
Hameed Ali as Comptroller General (CG) of the 
Nigeria Customs Service (NCS). 
“We have asked this man in the committee 
why he is not wearing the rank of Comptrol-
ler General, and he said uniform men don’t 
wear uniform twice. I asked under which 
law, and I educated him by reminding him 
that he retired as a colonel and that General 
Hananiya retired as a general”. Senator Dino 
Melaye (APC, Kogi State). 
“Hameed Ali needs to humble himself by 
being in uniform for official functions; that 
will mean he fully identify with the people 
he is working with. That will be a great in-
spiration. If he respects the Customs as an 
institution there should not be any form of 
arrogance in him”. Chido Onumah, coordina-
tor, African Centre for Media and Information 
Literacy (AFCICMIL). 

Numbers
0.07%
Activities on the Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) for 
the second consecutive day on Wednesday ended 
positively, with the market capitalisation growing 
by N6 billion.

$195m
The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) on Tuesday sus-
tained the supply of foreign exchange to the market 
by releasing 195 million dollars.in loans to small and 
medium-scale enterprises in Kebbi State.


