
 
 
  

BWA General Council Resolution 2013.15 

 

Human Rights Based on the Work of Anabaptist Richard Overton  

The General Council of the Baptist World Alliance meeting in Ocha Rios, Jamaica, July 1-6, 2013, in 
honor of the Human Rights Advocacy award winner for 2013, Glen Stassen:  

RECALLS the contributions of English Anabaptist Richard Overton who encouraged Christians to 
discover human rights by recognizing the rule of God as revealed in Jesus;  

NOTES that Richard Overton wrote the first comprehensive doctrine of human rights in world history 
circa 1647 with emphasis on:  

• Religious and civil liberty for all, including the rights of freedom from coercion in religion, from 
governmental establishment of religion and from taxation for religion; freedom of the press; the 
right not to be arbitrarily arrested nor forced to incriminate oneself, the right to a speedy trial; 
and the right of prisoners not to be tortured, starved or extorted  

• The right to life and economic rights, including free education for everyone; housing and health 
care for poor orphans, the widowed, the aged and the handicapped; and the right to trade 
internationally without restrictions and monopolies;  

• The right to dignity in community, including the right of everyone to associate together in a 
church of their choice and in voting for a government that is responsive to the people and the 
common good.  

REMEMBERS that Overton argued for religious liberty for Catholics, Protestants, Jews and Muslims;  

CALLS UPON BAPTISTS to address cases of injustice, including greed that deprives the poor, exclusion 
that disempowers the people, and violence that kills the prophets.  
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For more information about Baptist World Alliance resolutions, visit BaptistWorld.org/resolutions. 
Since its formation in 1905, the Baptist World Alliance has networked the global Baptist family to impact 
the world for Christ with a commitment to strengthen worship, fellowship and unity; lead in mission and 
evangelism; respond to people in need through aid, relief, and community development; defend religious 
freedom, human rights, and justice; and advance theological reflection and leadership development. 
 


