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About Cheri 
Cheri Blomquist is a homeschool mom, freelance writer, and teacher 
with a degree in English Education and the Bible from the University of 
Northwestern. She holds a certificate in children's fiction writing from 
the Institute of Children's Literature. She provides a variety of language 
arts classes through her website Once upon a Pen. She has also written 
courses, articles, poems, and stories for The Old Schoolhouse and 
other magazines. Her recent book Before Austen Comes Aesop: The 
Children's Great Books and How to Experience Them is a useful 
resource for anyone wanting to invite their children into a fulfilling 
reading life. 

Key Ideas 
• Classic children’s literature is an absolutely essential element of a good literary education. As 

members of Western Civilization, it’s important for us to be familiar with the literature that has 
helped to shape the society we live in. These classic books help us to see the great conversation of 
ideas that have been built upon in order to form our civilization. These books are part of who we are 
and therefore should not be overlooked.  

• Sometimes, we tend to rush our children into adult literature too soon in order to ensure that they 
don’t miss some of these great literary works of art. But we make the mistake when we do that 
without having fully developed underneath them the firm foundation of children’s literature. They 
need the great children’s books first in order to have solid ground with which to really understand 
the adult classics that they will eventually grow into.  
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• Cheri describes 3 literary adventures in her book. She discusses the different ways that people can 
engage with literature. With the Leisurely Adventure, the reader focuses on reading and enjoying 
the books and keeping a reading journal. In the Bookclub-ish Adventure, the reader is held 
accountable to read the book by reading and discussing the book with friends. And the Scholarly 
Adventure is a more formal reading of a work of literature where you learn to analyze the books you 
are reading. Cheri provides resources in her book to make this one easier to do with students of all 
ages.   

Quotables 
“If you don't read the literature of the past and what has made us who we are today, then you have 

less insight into today's literature, into today's history, and into today's civilization.” 

Cheri Blomquist 
“Classic literature is important for helping us to understand ourselves and our own society.”  

Cheri Blomquist 
“That's the great art that we want to expose our children to, the kind of literature that's meaningful 

across your life.” 

Cheri Blomquist 
“Reading a good book is an adventure in itself.” 

Cheri Blomquist 

Time Stamps 
2:56 meet Cheri Blomquist 
6:05 the story behind Cheri’s recent book Before Austen Comes Aesop 
9:20 reasons classic literature is so important 
18:10 choosing which books get priority 
24:58 mistakes we are making with introducing children’s literature 
34:33 three literary adventures 
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