
The Book of Acts
Chapter 14

The Powerful Church
 

What is the theme of the book of Acts?
 

• Stated by Jesus in Acts 1:8

Acts 1:8(KJV) 8But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.
 
Acts 1:8(NLT) 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”
 
Chapter 13 ended with Paul and Barnabas’ very successful ministry in Antioch of Pisidia. Many Jews
and Gentiles believed, but the Jewish leaders became jealous and kicked Paul and Silas out of town.
Shaking the dust off their feet they proceeded to Iconium. Chapter 14 continues and concludes Paul’s first
missionary journey.
 
Acts 14:1-28 (KJV) 1 And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both together into the synagogue of
the Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed.

• Once again they began their ministry in the synagogue
• Iconium’s location is that of the modern Turkish provincial capital Konya. In New Testament times

it was considered to be a part of the Roman province of Galatia.
2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the
brethren.  

• Evil affected- kakoo-to injureinjure; figurative to exasperateexasperate :- make evil affected, entreat evil, harm,
hurt, vex.

• This is the direct work of Satan
• 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 (KJV) 3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4 In whom the god

of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

• Whoever Paul and his company travelled, they were persecuted by the Jews, but they were not
deterred from declaring the good news

3 Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of his
grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands.

• Signs and wonders follow believers who believe signs and wonders follow them
4 But the multitude of the city was divided: and part held with the Jews, and part with the apostles. 5 And
when there was an assault made both of the Gentiles, and also of the Jews with their rulers, to use themthem
despitefully, and to stone them, 

• A plan was hatched to assassinate Paul and his team
 
6 They were ware of itit, and fled unto Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and unto the region that lieth
round about: 7 And there they preached the gospel. 8 And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in
his feet, being a cripple from his mother's womb, who never had walked: 9 The same heard Paul speak:
who stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving that he had faith to be healed,  

• Gospel –good news –not just going to heaven, but enjoying this life
• Faith to be healed
• Romans 10:13-17 (KJV) 13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 14 How



• Romans 10:13-17 (KJV) 13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 14 How
then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of
whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they
preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel.
For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? 17 So then faith comethcometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.

10 Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked.
• What was different about this instance of healing
• The man was healed without prayer or laying on of hands. He responded to Paul’s command to

stand and was healed. It was this man’s faith that caused healing power to touch his body, not
Paul’s faith, The crippled man connected with God when he heard the good news

 
11 And when the people saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in the speech of
Lycaonia, The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men. 12 And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and
Paul, Mercurius, because he was the chief speaker. 13 Then the priest of Jupiter, which was before their
city, brought oxen and garlands unto the gates, and would have done sacrifice with the people.

• These people were clearly gentiles, as their frame of reference was the pantheon of Roman gods.
They did believe in miracles, The true gospel will always be followed by miracles. Heathen
unbelievers are sometimes quicker to receive everything God has to offer than unbelieving
believers!

14 WhichWhich when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard ofof, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the
people, crying out, 15 And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you,
and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God. which made heaven, and
earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein:  

• We are just like you, not Roman gods. Turn from dead idols unto the living God!
• 1 Corinthians 12:2 (KJV) Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even

as ye were led.

16 Who (God) in times past suffered all nations to walk in their own ways. 17 Nevertheless he left not
himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling
our hearts with food and gladness.

• Jesus said Matthew 5:45 (KJV) That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for
he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the
unjust.

• God allows the blessings He gives to his children to overflow to unbelievers. Because of believers
nations are blessed. Your boss is blessed!

18 And with these sayings scarce restrained they the people, that they had not done sacrifice unto them. 19

And there came thither certaincertain Jews from Antioch and Iconium,

• The Jews from Antioch and Iconium who missed their opportunity to kill Paul when he was in their
cities put out a contract on his life and persuaded the people to stone him. Their utter hatred for
the gospel and for Paul was evident.

who persuaded the people, and, having stoned Paul, drew himhim out of the city, supposing he had been
dead.

20 Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city: and the next day he
departed with Barnabas to Derbe.  

• Paul’s attitude about his death is revealed in Philippians 1:21-25 (NLT) 21 For to me, living means
living for Christ, and dying is even better. 22 But if I live, I can do more fruitful work for Christ. So
I really don’t know which is better. 23 I’m torn between two desires: I long to go and be with
Christ, which would be far better for me. 24 But for your sakes, it is better that I continue to live. 25



Christ, which would be far better for me. 24 But for your sakes, it is better that I continue to live. 25

Knowing this, I am convinced that I will remain alive so I can continue to help all of you grow and
experience the joy of your faith.

• 2 Corinthians 11:24-28 (NLT) 24 Five different times the Jewish leaders gave me thirty-nine lashes. 25

Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked. Once I
spent a whole night and a day adrift at sea. 26 I have traveled on many long journeys. I have faced
danger from rivers and from robbers. I have faced danger from my own people, the Jews, as well
as from the Gentiles. I have faced danger in the cities, in the deserts, and on the seas. And I have
faced danger from men who claim to be believers but are not. 27 I have worked hard and long,
enduring many sleepless nights. I have been hungry and thirsty and have often gone without food.
I have shivered in the cold, without enough clothing to keep me warm. 28 Then, besides all this, I
have the daily burden of my concern for all the churches.

• He could have died in any of these circumstances, but Satan could not make his appointment with
God. Paul chose when it was time for him to go to heaven.

• 2 Timothy 4:6-8 (NCV) 6 My life is being given as an offering to God, and the time has come for me
to leave this life. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now,
a crown is being held for me—a crown for being right with God. The Lord, the judge who judges
rightly, will give the crown to me on that day—not only to me but to all those who have waited
with love for him to come again.

21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned again to
Lystra, and toto Iconium, and Antioch, 22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, andand exhorting them to
continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.

• Paul had just been stoned at the direction of the Jewish leaders of these cities, yet he went back to
further teach and train the believers there.

23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they
commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.

• They ordained pastors in Lystra, and Iconium, and Antioch, turned the churches in these cities over
to God, and left to minister in other places

24 And after they had passed throughout Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia. 25 And when they had preached
the word in Perga, they went down into Attalia: 26 And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had
been recommended to the grace of God for the work which they fulfilled.

• They returned to Antioch in Syria, where they had been ordained and sent out

27 And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done
with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. 28 And there they abode long time
with the disciples.

• They gave a full report of their mission to the church and stayed for some time. A rest perhaps

 


