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From The Editor.

A couple of months back I was having a morning coffee with an old friend over from
America. I first met Jason early 1980 when his parents moved in down the road from
here.  I was nineteen years old and he ten years my junior – which he still is. I soon
realised that he didn't act like other kids. Having trained his mother’s cat to kill (but
not eat) mice and birds he would then dissect them and examine their insides to see
how they worked.  Also he would go on about molecules, compounds and protons;
not the normal topic of conversation for a primary school boy.

Obviously  a  scientist  from birth,  from secondary  school  he  went  to  sixth  form
college and then Leeds university before working for I.C.I.  He then landed a place at
North  Carolina  State  University  to  complete  a  Ph.D.   Having  made a  name for
himself, Jason was recruited by several large US corporations and ended up staying
in the U.S.A. This is where he has resided for the last twenty three years.

Whilst in Scole Inn the conversation turned to the environment. With the use of a
scrap of  paper he showed me his theory of how it  is  not  the increase in carbon
dioxide that  is  causing global  warming but  the  warming causing the  increase  in
carbon dioxide! As this is not his usual field of work he did not publish his findings,
so deviating from the usual theme of the Historic Review I said I would print them.

Remember you read it here first!

A scene from the 1973 film Soylent Green directed by Richard Fleischer which 
contains one of the earliest references to the “Greenhouse Effect”.
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Carbon Dioxide?  Not Guilty!

Ermm…  thank  you,  Leigh,  for  that  “candid”  and  very  detailed  introduction,
especially my childhood background.  In retrospect, my curiosity must have appeared
somewhat  ghoulish  at  the  age  of  nine,  when  all  Leigh  was  interested  in  was
motorcycles,  old cars and girls.   Leigh actually gave me my very first  chemistry
book, which I still have.  My interest in biology and medicine eventually waned, and
I qualified as a chemist.  At the age of twelve, I strongly believed in carbon dioxide-
induced global warming.  I would worry about it, and would talk about it in classes at
high school long before it was a mainstream catchphrase.  Over the years, however, I
took the time to look more carefully into the theoretical basis of global warming, as
well as the underlying data.  Careful review of these data has changed my perspective
to a more controversial one. 

Before we get too far into the discussion, please let me be clear that I believe that
carbon  dioxide  is  a  problematic  pollutant,  and  human  beings  have  no  business
tampering with  our  atmospheric  composition.   Also,  let  me  be  clear  that  global
climate change (aka “Global Warming”) is reality.  However, I do not believe that the
increases in temperature are caused by carbon dioxide.  I am not, and do not claim to
be a weather expert or climatologist.  However, just like everyone else, I am able to
examine data and form my own point of view.  In this regard, I am part of a small
minority  of  scientists  who do not  agree that  climate change is  caused by carbon
dioxide level changes. 



When I  ask my colleagues about  it,  I  hear:   “Well,  everyone agrees that  carbon
dioxide causes global warming.” and “Just look at the correlation between historical
carbon dioxide levels and average global temperatures”.  Consensus is not proof, and
correlation does not prove a causal relationship. 

Here are the data points that form most of the basis of my point of view on carbon
dioxide and climate change:

i) Carbon dioxide is a trace gas:
The concentration of carbon dioxide in our atmosphere is only 0.04%; it is a trace gas
with pitifully poor greenhouse properties when compared to methane, water vapour,
and CFCs.  The increase in carbon dioxide pre-industrial  revolution (1750 AD) is
from 0.028% to 0.04% today. That’s a change of 0.012% over about 250 years, or a
43% increase. But, that’s still only 12 parts per million. As we all know the difference
in temperature of a winter night with cloud cover vs. a without, my intuition tells me
that this change in trace gas concentration is inconsequential compared to the impact
of  water  vapour  and  cloud  cover.  Even  the  respected  publication  New  Scientist
conservatively estimates that 50% of earth’s greenhouse effect is attributable to water
vapour, 25% is due to clouds, and only 20% is due to carbon dioxide, while 5% is
attributable to other trace gasses such as methane, nitrogen oxides, and CFCs. My
guess is that the contribution due to carbon dioxide is more realistically closer to the
1-3% range...

ii) Recent carbon dioxide and global temperature.
Looking  at  temperature  and  carbon  dioxide  data  from  the  20th  century,  carbon
dioxide production by humans increased steadily. However, a 40 year period between
1880 and 1920 represented a cooling period at the same time as the concentration of
atmospheric carbon dioxide was increasing. There is also a second cooling period
between 1940 and 1970 in which carbon dioxide concentration was also increasing.
https://nca2009.globalchange.gov/global-temperature-and-carbon-dioxide/index.html

iii) Prehistoric carbon dioxide and global temperature.
One  of  the  most  cited  arguments  for  carbon  dioxide  causing  global  warming  is
published ice core data which looks at a much longer history of climate and CO2

levels between the last ice age (20,000 years ago) through to about 10,000 years ago. 

At first glance, comparing the carbon dioxide concentration curve (from ice-trapped
Arctic gas studies) with the historical global temperature, there appears to be a strong
correlation.   If  increased carbon dioxide concentration caused planetary warming,
then carbon dioxide concentration increases would precede temperature increases.  



Graph of trends in carbon dioxide and temperature from ice core studies.

http://www.icr.org/article/does-carbon-dioxide-drive-global-warming/

In fact, the opposite is true.  Looking at the onset of temperature rise and cooling
periods – that is at the inflection points in the graph where the trend reverses – there
are at least 3 times during that 10,000 year period in which the onset of temperature
rise  precedes an increase in carbon dioxide concentration by about 800 years.  This
suggests that higher temperatures caused increased carbon dioxide concentration, and
not the other way around. 

iv) Contemporary atmospheric temperature measurements.
In  my  opinion,  atmospheric  temperature  measurement  data  does  not  support  the
currently accepted physical mechanism of global warming:  The proposed mechanism
considers that radiated heat comes from the sun, is absorbed by the earth and the
oceans,  and  then  part  of  that  heat  is  re-emitted  from  the  surfaces  as  infra-red
radiation. If there were no atmosphere, this heat would be lost into space after being



re-emitted; the planet would be very cold at night. However, the atmosphere absorbs
some  of  that  heat,  maintaining  the  temperature.  The  proposed  global  warming
mechanism theory is that the carbon dioxide in the atmosphere absorbs some of that
infra-red radiation before it is lost in space. The carbon dioxide can then re-emit the
infra-red energy in any direction, including a portion back to the earth. So, if the
carbon  dioxide  in  the  atmosphere  is  absorbing  infra-red  radiation,  then  the
temperature of the atmosphere should be increasing at the same rate as the surface
temperature,  right?  In  fact,  during  this  present  warming  period,  the  measured
temperature of the lower stratosphere has dropped by 0.5ºC per decade over the 28
year period of 1979 - 2007.  
(Randel et al., Journal of Geophysical Research, Vol. 114, 2009)

In conclusion, while I believe that it is always a good idea for humans to minimize
their impact and reduce emissions wherever possible, I do not believe that planetary
warming is caused by carbon dioxide because a) the increase in temperature precedes
the increase in historical CO2 concentration, b) that the upper atmosphere is cooling,
not warming, and c) the impact of water vapour and clouds is far more significant
than that  of  carbon dioxide.  Rather,  I  suspect  that  increased temperature leads to
carbon  dioxide  and  other  greenhouse  gases  to  increase.  That  all  being  said,  I
encourage constructive debate on the issue,  and if  someone manages to make me
rethink my point of view, then I’ll be happy to write a follow-up including mea culpa.

Jason Lye Ph.D.

Text only: ©2016 Jason Lye Ph.D. All rights reserved.
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Editor's Note:

As Editor; my specialist field leans towards the production of hot air consisting of a
mixture of various gasses, not discussing them! So should anyone wish to take issue
with the above article I will forward any correspondence on to Jason. As we are on
the topic of environmental pollution caused by fossil fuels I dragged out an article I
wrote in 2008 for a local paper......

Fuelled By Alcohol.

Much has been said about Bio-fuels, there are those who are convinced that it will
save our planet, whilst others fear that every available piece of land will be put over
to the growing crops of for bio-fuel, and in doing so create a food shortage as well as
destroying delicate  eco-systems.  However  as  a  part-time motoring historian  these
debates  are  not  within  my remit  but  it  is  my job to  point  out  that  much of  this
technology is not new, it is just recycled.

Henry Ford.

The  best  known  of  alcohol  fuels  is  methanol,  although  this  is  now  produced
synthetically it was originally wood based, and has been around since the dawn of
civilisation: the Ancient Egyptians blended it into embalming fluid. In 1661 Irishman
Robert Boyle isolated the first pure methanol for use as heating and lighting, having
been distilled from boxwood he eloquently named it ‘Spirit of Box’. At the dawn of
the  last  century  Henry  Ford  had  the  vision  that  alcohol  based  fuels  would
revolutionise American farming. He visualised that farms would be powered by a fuel
that was itself grown on the farm, then fermented and distilled locally, in Germany
this was already the case, albeit on a small scale!

Early racing cars also ran on methanol and much of the racing in America still does,
one draw back with methanol is that it burns with a near invisible flame which causes
a safety problem. In this country engineer Harry Ricardo (later to be Knighted) also
believed that alcohol was the fuel for the future, he could see that relying on a finite
resource that had to be imported put Great Britain in a vulnerable position. In 1921;
and with assistance of the Distillers Company he developed Ricardo Discol, a fuel
primarily for racing but it could be applied to road use as well. This would be blended



with petrol  to  boost  the octane rating,  and marketed  by the Cleveland Petroleum
Company Ltd. of the North East of England, Cleveland would later to be part of the
Anglo American Oil Company, (which was the British arm of Standard Oil)  and the
Discol brand was available up until the late 1960’s. Another brand of alcohol / petrol
blend available in this country was Koolmotor, so called because alcohol burns cooler
than petrol. In America the virtues of using ‘home grown’ fuels with brands such as
Agrol and Corn Alcohol Blend were made known, but the producers were fighting a
losing battle. In a desperate attempt to persuade the U.S. government to ban alcohol
blended fuels the oil companies falsely claimed that the alcohol could be separated
from the gasoline and that filling stations would become drinking dens!

                                                                                                  ©Nebraska State Historical Society (NSHS)

Nebraska 1933: There is no mistaking what has been blended to this gasoline.

The  nemesis  of  alcohol  additives  was  Tetra-Ethyl  Lead,  better  known  as  leaded
petrol. Cheaper to produce than alcohol, this was jointly developed in America by
General Motors and Standard Oil. In 1924 it was marketed by the Ethyl Corp. simply
as ’Ethyl’. Sales of ‘leaded gasoline’ rocketed, brands containing T.E.L. displayed the
easily  recognised  triangular  trade  mark  of  Ethyl  on  the  gas  pump,  however  this
should not be confused with ethylene which is another type of alcohol. Right from the
start the dangers of the lead additive were well known, the fact that at the refineries it
was referred to as ‘Loony Gas’ must have given a hint of the effects. Some of the
research  chemists  died  young  having  suffered  severe  debilitating  mental  heath
problems, one was in an asylum for forty years until his death in 1964, all but his
closest family had assumed he had died long before. The potential profits from Ethyl
was so great that this was kept very quiet!



The trademark of the Ethyl Corporation hid a guilty secret.

By the mid 1980’s TEL was banned as a fuel additive in America and we in Europe
eventually followed suit. As we steadily move on into the twenty first century we
realise  that  the  concerns  of  both  Henry  Ford  and  Sir  Harry  Ricardo  were  well
founded.

Pre-War woodcut style artwork advertising Cleveland Discol.



The same design of globe being used in 1961 on 
Gibarco Salesmaker petrol pumps.

Please Note …the Anglo American Oil Company Ltd, Sandford, Wareham, Dorset, is 
in no way associated with the Standard Oil subsidiary of the 1920’s referred to in this
article

--oo0oo--



“Gainsborough” Country!

When Bob Dunnett needed a bit of publicity for his newly refurbished garage in 
Ipswich he called on fellow E.C.M.C member Donald Morley for help. The top 
rally driver duly obliged by arranging with B.M.C's Competitions Department the 
loan of a Work's Austin Healey 3000 for the day. Two other club members:- Mike 
Elmer and Don Wright went by train to Abingdon to collect the car. 

In Don Wright's own words: After a tour of the department and lunch. the Healey 
was brought to us, I knew immediately it was Donald's car, and not a replica bearing 
the same number plate because behind the pilots seat was Donald's familiar trilby! 

It was an interesting journey back to Ipswich, in the wet. Mike's arms were stiff for 
several days afterwards. I felt very privileged to have had that experience!

                                                                                                                                                                                                  ©Bob Dunnett ECMC

Bob Dunnett traded as G. C. Akester on the Woodbridge Rd, Ipswich next to the 
Lattice Barn pub.



                                                                                                                                                                           ©Bob Dunnett ECMC

Should anyone be interested the petrol pump is an Avery Hardoll and the fuel
101 Octane Gainsborough Super.

                                                                                                                                                                      ©Bob Dunnett ECMC

Donald Morley; impeccably dressed as always!

--oo0oo--



Odds & Ends.

The Trident Car Club celebrated the marques 50th anniversary with two displays in
Suffolk, the county in which they were built. The first was at Westerfield Swan; near
Ipswich where they met for lunch and then the next day at Helmingham Hall. With 8
cars  present  it  was  one  short  of  the  record  gathering  of  Tridents  for  the  40 th

anniversary – the largest known number of the cars to present at one time.  Originally
conceived as a TVR the project was taken on by Woodbridge garage owner Bill Last
when the car maker from Blackpool faced financial difficulties.

When the Trident Car Club meet they have to rely on quality rather the quantity!
 As was the case at Westerfield Swan near Ipswich.



The care that has gone into the rebuilding of this V6 speaks volumes.

The 1970 World Cup Rally Trident Venturer – back in Suffolk where it belongs!



Possibly not the easiest livery to maintain on an historic rally car.

A Trident Clipper on display the following day 
at Helmingham Hall.



                                                                                                                                                                                   ©Trident Car Club.

                                                                                                                                                                                    ©Trident Car Club.

And the car that started it all, the original TVR Trident.

o-o



Mentioned in the article on Duncan Industries (Historic Review Vol 3 Issue VI) was
Iain  Duncan's  hybrid  consisting  of  a  Hillman  Minx  body  grafted  onto  a  Healey
chassis. It then posed the question did it survive and are there any photographs – well
it did and there are:-

Iain Duncan with the Healey / Hillman hybrid.

It transpires that it was re-bodied as a Healey Duncan convertible and now resides in 
the Healey Museum in Holland. For more information log onto :
                                          www.healeymuseum.nl/en/

o-o

http://www.healeymuseum.nl/en/


Classified Adverts.

-

SCOLE ENGINEERING.
Rolling Road Facilities 

Webber & S.U carburettor jetting.
Vintage & Modern

Telephone 01379 740940

-

SAFELY FAST
Increase your confidence and enjoyment, car control,
self analysis and the ability to relax and break those

bad habits.

Whether it is the Nurburgring or your local airfield,
our personal support and encouragement can make the

difference in a highly complex sport.

Corporate clients are especially welcome.

A Grade ARDS Qualified Track Driving Instructor

With 10 Years Experience.

For details contact John Norington on :-

www.safelyfast.co.uk/

http://www.safelyfast.co.uk/


MAZDA  MX5
Servicing
Tuning

Track Day & Race Preparation
Accident Damage Repaired

Four Wheel Alignment
Rust Proofing

Sponsor of the: 
Michael Cleverley 

AMSC 2016 AutoSOLO Challenge 
Mazda MX5 Trophy.

Valley Farm Business Unit
New Street
Stradbroke
IP21 5JL

www.mx5expert.com/
Telephone 01379 384046

-

http://www.mx5expert.com/


PHOTO ELITE
For All Your Photographic & Copying Needs.

13 MARKET HILL – DISS – IP22 4JZ
photoelite  diss  @gmail.com
Telephone 01379 640452

-

 KERRIDGES of Needham Market.

Telephone 01449 720222

Dissigns
signmakers

For all your Signage
& Vehicle Graphics
Tel. 01379 740606

www.dissigns.co.uk

http://www.dissigns.co.uk/
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com


PUGSPORT RACING
(C.M. CHAMBERS CARS)

Peugeot Specialist
Unit 3 The Forge 

Church Road
Weybread
IP21 5TQ

www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/
Telephone. 07889 082466.

-

I.S.L.A. Motor Sport.
Fabrication
Paintwork
Restoration

Accident Damage
Unit 2 

Gilray Road
Diss 

IP22 4EU

-

http://www.pugsport-racing.co.uk/


Norwich
01603 40 60 50

www.richard-drake.co.uk
-

Alfa Romeo & Fiat Spare Part Specialist
www.alfashop.co.uk/

http://www.richard-drake.co.uk/


AQUAPLANE
FORD
 1172cc

PERFORMANCE
PARTS

&

PUBLICATIONS
Available From:

VINTAGE SUPPLIES Ltd.
NORTH WALSHAM

NORFOLK
NR28 0AJ

www.ford-aquaplane.co.uk/



And Finally!

I am sure that everyone wishes Tim Reynolds a speedy recovery following a freak
incident at home which left him with horrific burns. At the time of writing Tim is in
Addenbrookes Hospital, Cambridge. Our thoughts are with his wife Tina and the rest
of his family during this distressing time! The photo shows Tim taking part in the
West Suffolk Motor Club's rally on September 27th 1970.

--oo0oo--



All contents written in good faith. The permission of copyright holders has been obtained where known.
The copyright of the authors has been reserved

Errors and Omissions Excepted.
-

 Published by E.C.M.C Limited.
-

To contact the editor regarding these articles write to:- 
Leigh Trevail
The Cottage
Bridge Road

Scole
Diss

IP21 4DP

leigh@leightrevail.co.uk

mailto:leigh@leightrevail.co.uk

