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BACKGROUND 

 

Formally launched at the UN Climate Action Summit in September 2019, UNDP’s Climate Promise supports 114 
countries to enhance their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris Agreement, including 37 
LDCs, 28 SIDS and 14 higher emitters. Delivered in collaboration with over 25 partners, and as UNDP’s 
contribution to the NDC Partnership, it is the world’s largest offer of support for the enhancement of climate 
pledges.  

While climate change impacts pose a risk for everyone and threaten to roll back decades of sustainable 
development gains, the poorest, marginalized and most vulnerable populations are disproportionately burdened. 
UNDP advocates for an inclusive approach to ensure ownership of climate actions across government and society, 
advance equality, and strengthen social and environmental sustainability.  

UNDP is leveraging its extensive climate change portfolio, its Country Office network and global policy services to 
provide thematic technical support to countries and ensure that NDCs are fully aligned with national sustainable 
development priorities. The five service lines defined under UNDP’s Climate Promise respond to major areas of 
demand from developing countries and can be tailored and scaled up for maximum impact to fit specific country 
needs.  These services include: 

1)  Support countries to build political will and strengthen societal ownership  

2) Review, align and update existing NDC targets, policies and measures  

3) Incorporate new sectors and/or greenhouse gases 

4) Assess costs and investment opportunities  

5) Monitor progress and strengthen transparency 

As the COVID-19 crisis continues to evolve and recovery planning is underway, the Climate Promise is also 
leveraging its support to countries to help advance green recovery efforts and ensure alignment with NDC 
enhancement and implementation. 
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Executive Summary 

 

• UNDP’s Climate Promise supports 114 governments to enhance their NDCs, with implementation underway 
in 111 countries. The portfolio includes 37 LDCs, 28 SIDS and 14 higher emitters. To date, five Promise 
countries have submitted their updated NDCs to the UNFCCC – and all show significant enhancement. (See 
Part I and Part II)  
 

• Nearly one-third of Promise countries are linking their NDCs with COVID-19 response and recovery. 
Countries are increasingly using NDCs to make the socio-economic case for ambitious climate action – 
including focusing on jobs, GDP scenarios and the cost of inaction. This is linked to UNDP’s system-wide role 
leading Socio-Economic Impact Assessments as part of the overall UN response to COVID-19. (See Part II) 

 

• Despite the continued impact of COVID-19, over 60% of countries still plan to submit their revised NDC in 
2020. However, this number is declining. Fourteen countries are further delaying their submission dates into 
2021, compared to what was communicated at the on-set of the COVID-19 crisis in April. UNDP has been 
closely tracking main challenges and lessons throughout this process. (See Part III) 

 

• On ambition intentions, 57% of Promise countries intend to raise mitigation ambition (an increase from 
50% in June) and an additional 34% are still unclear – presenting an opportunity to support these countries 
toward greater ambition.  Almost all countries intend to enhance the adaptation component of their NDCs. 
(See Part III) 
 

• Over half of countries are requesting support on Nature-based Solutions (NBS). NBS can deliver 
approximately one-third of the emissions reductions needed through 2030 while supporting productive and 
resilient communities with social, economic and environmental returns. Building on the UN-REDD Programme 
and Nature-Based Solutions portfolio, UNDP is supporting the generation of evidence, identification of 
opportunities and advocacy to help countries capitalize on the ambition raising potential of NBS, building on 
countries’ REDD+ readiness efforts. (See Part IV) 
 

• UNDP is delivering the Climate Promise in close collaboration with over 25 key strategic partners, and as a 
contribution to the NDC Partnership. To date, joint actions under the Climate Promise have been identified 
with UNEP (in 15 countries), IRENA (in 9 countries), FAO (in 11 countries), UNICEF (in 5 countries), GIZ (in 3 
countries) World Bank (in 4 countries), UNWOMEN (in 3 countries) AFD (in 3 countries) AfDB (in 1 country) 
and Global Compact (in 1 country), with more currently under discussion.  (See Part V) 
 

• In collaboration with UNFCCC, an “NDC Quality Checklist” has been developed to guide countries to pursue 
robust and ambitious NDCs. The Climate Promise also developed an extensive set of resources to support 
NDC enhancement, including webinars on gender, youth, transparency, energy, SDGs and finance, and ten 
thematic briefs that are featured on a new and extensive Resource Portal and NDC Hub. (See Part VI) 
 

• As the COVID-19 crisis continues to unfold, and countries are weighing the many considerations of recovery, 
it becomes even more critical to leverage the Climate Promise and NDC processes. UNDP has launched a 
guidance note to support this effort, entitled “Building the Economy of Tomorrow: Using NDCs to Inform 
Green Recovery,” with five entry points: 1) Align and Integrate NDC Measures and Strategies with COVID-19 
Recovery Plans, 2) Align Climate and NDC Finance with Recovery Finance, 3) Strengthen Capacities and 
Coordination between Ministries of Finance and Environment, 4) Enhance Gender-responsive and Inclusive 
Processes across NDCs and Recovery, and 5) Build National Capacity and Facilitate South-South Collaboration. 
(See Part VII) 

https://www.ndcs.undp.org/content/ndc-support-programme/en/home/impact-and-learning/library/climate-promise-quality-assurance-checklist.html
https://www.ndcs.undp.org/content/ndc-support-programme/en/home/impact-and-learning/library/using-ndcs-to-inform-green-recovery.html
https://www.ndcs.undp.org/content/ndc-support-programme/en/home/impact-and-learning/library/using-ndcs-to-inform-green-recovery.html
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I. Overview of Progress  
 

UNDP is working with 114 countries, including 37 LDCs, 28 SIDS, 14 high-emitters, on NDC enhancement under 
the Climate Promise. Two additional countries have joined since the last report: Equatorial Guinea and South 
Africa. All countries have approved workplans, with a majority of countries already starting implementation of 
activities. See figure below for details.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: the list excludes Kosovo, which is also receiving support under the Climate Promise, despite being a non-

UNFCCC party. 

 

SUBMITTED ENHANCED NDCS  

 

Country Submission date Mitigation ambition 
increased 

Adaptation component 
enhanced 

Ecuador March 2019 Yes (sector specific) Yes 

Suriname December 2019 Yes (sector specific) Yes 

Moldova  March 2020 Yes Yes 

Chile April 2020 Yes Yes 

Rwanda May 2020 Yes Yes 

 

There have been no new submissions from Climate Promise countries since May 2020; however, many countries 

have made progress on their NDC drafting process. Nine countries have already prepared their draft NDC and are 

undergoing consultations, with one country waiting for Cabinet’s approval.  UNDP is actively tracking the status 

of NDCs across the Promise countries, including submission timelines as well as the anticipated level of ambition 

in those submissions. This information is being shared and validated with UNFCCC and their ongoing tracking 

process.   

 

Region Initiated  Under Implementation Total 

RBA  2 36 38 

RBAP  0 27 27 

RBAS  1 6 7 

RBEC  0 17 17 

RBLAC  0 25 25 

Total  3 111 114 



 

   

 

II. Progress on Implementation 
The following analysis draws on the reports from 104 countries across the Climate Promise portfolio.1  

Progress in Numbers  

Overall, the implementation of Climate Promise is on track with 8% of activities already completed, 79% on track 
and 13% further delayed. Almost all of the completed activities and more than half of the in-progress activities 
are part of ongoing parallel initiatives that contribute to the Climate Promise objective and activities defined in 
workplans. A detailed breakdown can be seen in the regional and country group charts. Progress is spread quite 
equally across different service lines with activities under service line 1 (Building political will and societal 
ownership) & service line 2 (Review, align and update existing targets, policies and measures) leaning towards 
more progress than others, comparatively.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1This excludes countries that have not yet received funding allocations and/or are new countries recently joined the Climate 
Promise. 

Progress by Service 

 

Progress by Region 

 

Progress by Country Group 

 



 

   

 

Progress – Key Trends and Highlights  

Diving deeper into the content of countries’ reports, several critical components emerged in terms of 
substantive progress across the portfolio.   

 

POLICY AND INSTITUTIONAL REFORM 

Several countries have put forward major policy and legislative frameworks and undertaken institutional and 
policy reforms that inform NDC enhancement processes and enable implementation of ambitious climate 
action. Some notable examples include:  

• In Georgia, a final draft of a sub-legal act on fluorinated gases was submitted to the Ministry of 
Environment and Agriculture in May 2020 and is currently undergoing the legislative process for adoption.  

• In Lebanon, the Lebanon Green Investment Facility (LGIF) as well as the Low Emission Development 
Strategy (LEDS) have both been included in the governmental economic recovery plan, prioritizing 
immediate climate action.  

• Panama adopted a Sustainable Forest Strategy for 2050 and a Climate Change National Strategy for 2050 
with mitigation measures drawing on REDD+ priorities, including eradication of illegal logging, sustainable 
forest management and reforestation of 1 million hectares in 20 years. 

• In Tunisia, a proposed institutional framework has been put forward for independent regulation of the 
electricity sector.  

 

ALIGNMENT WITH DEVELOPMENT POLICIES AND SDGS  

Countries made good progress in ensuring that NDC measures are aligned with national development policies 
and plans, including the SDG process, and vice versa. Specifically, over 20 countries reported progress made in 
their efforts to align NDCs with SDGs. Through this effort, countries also highlighted progress on strengthening 
government coordination mechanisms, particularly citing that NDC revision processes offered an opportunity to 
strengthen relationships and communications between Ministries of Environment and Planning, as well as key 
sectoral ministries.  

Some notable examples include:  

• In Cote D’Ivoire, an analysis of the country’s National Development Plan (2016-2020) was conducted and 
indicators developed to ensure integration of NDC related priorities and measures into the next National 
Development Plan -- ensuring stronger engagement and ownership of the Ministry of Planning.  

• The government of Nepal submitted a comprehensive Voluntary National Review (VNR) report on SDG 
progress, which featured climate change related progress and NDC enhancement efforts.  

• A similar effort was reported in Iraq where there is a strong alignment between SDGs and NDCs and the 
Ministry of Planning plays an active role in the NDC coordination process.  

• North Macedonia is currently identifying and evaluating synergies and trade-offs between the mitigation 
actions proposed in the enhanced NDC and the SDGs.   

• In Rwanda, UNDP is supporting the government to align SDG indicators with NDC indicators through 
strengthening national capacity for an enhanced Results-Based Monitoring online system to monitor the 
implementation of NDC and SDGs. This is informed by a report (2018-2019) produced to assess the 
Implementation of Environment and Climate Change activities by Sector Ministries and Districts  

• UNDP Thailand, as chair of the UN Country Team NDC Working Group, is supporting the government and 
the private sector to leverage climate actions and financing to achieve relevant SDGs and fostering 
integration between public and private actors.  



 

   

 

• Uganda is in the process of developing an integrated MRV tool that will enhance data collection, 
monitoring and reporting on the NDC, including through tracking the contribution of NDC implementation 
to SDG achievement. 

 

GENERATING DATA, EVIDENCE AND ANALYSIS  

Several countries reported on completing assessments and analysis around baselines, scenarios and target 
setting in priority sectors to inform the revision of their NDCs. Specifically, this cuts across a range of key sectors 
including:  (Armenia, Argentina, and Belarus), Transport (Armenia), Agriculture (Belarus and Montenegro), Waste 
(Belarus, Tunisia), Industry (Belarus), LULUCF (Belarus, Montenegro and Panama), NBS (Nigeria), DRR (Cambodia 
and Belarus). In addition, Belarus, Cote D’lvoire and Togo have completed a stocktake on the progress of 
implementation of their first NDC, a key deliverable to inform the revision process. Belarus, Montenegro, and 
Namibia have updated their GHG emissions data, with Belarus going further to complete an economic analysis of 
the impact of NDC measures on GDP growth through 2030, across energy, industry and product use, agriculture, 
and waste sectors. The results of this analysis was presented to sectoral ministries to consider in sectoral strategies 
and plans.  

 

FINANCING AND INVESTMENT  

Many countries are demonstrating progress on assessing costs, investment opportunities and financing 
strategies for NDC measures.  A few countries reported completion of cost assessments and analysis of 
investment opportunities (e.g. Belarus and Vanuatu on broad investments opportunities, including from the 
private sector, Cambodia on costs and investments needs for early warning systems and disaster risk reduction).  
Others reported on development of financing strategies, both for specific sectors (e.g. Ecuador on Protected 
Areas/REDD+), as well as the full NDC (e.g. Tonga, Niue and Cook Islands).  

A total of 17 countries reported progress on private sector engagement. For example,  

• In Thailand, UNDP supports expansion of the scope of the Private Sector Climate Expenditure and 
Institutional Review (PCEIR) to strengthen the role of financial institutions in renewable energy and energy 
efficiency investments.  

• In Uganda, UNDP collaborated with the Private Sector Foundation to support the development of a 
business case to identify investment opportunities in NDC priority sectors such as energy, transport, 
agriculture, forestry and waste management.  

• Several countries also referred to consultation processes underway, aiming to define NDC measures and 
priorities and identify roles of private sector actors and potential for contributing to NDC implementation 
(Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, Iraq, Pakistan, the Philippines and Madagascar).  

 

TRANSPARENCY AND MRV 

Good progress is also seen on Transparency and MRV related activities, with several countries having already 
put in place a comprehensive MRV system to track progress of NDC implementation. For example,  

• Peru has recently completed the establishment of an MRV platform hosted within the Ministry of Energy 
and Mines.  It includes 12 mitigation measures included across the country’s 4 energy NAMAs.   

• Uruguay completed a comprehensive MRV system run and owned by the government. This publicly-
assessible system  is considered one of the best practices as it captures concrete indicators for both 
mitigation and adaptation measures, as well as incorporating cross-cutting issues such as gender.  

 

http://sismrv.minem.gob.pe/
https://mvotma.gub.uy/objetivos-cdn
https://www.un-gsp.org/sites/default/files/documentos/best_practices_on_mrv-_monitoring_ndc_in_uruguay_english.pdf


 

   

 

Other countries have sectoral MRV systems developed 

• Argentina completed the National Forest Monitoring System (supported by FAO/UN-REDD) 

• Ghana completed an MRV system for energy and waste sectors 

• Guatemala developed an M&E system for climate change adaptation in agriculture, livestock, and food 
security and implemented climate budget tagging to monitor investment in adaptation and mitigation in 
three key government institutions. A dedicated guide was developed for this effort.  

• Panama has MRV systems for energy and forest sector (through both UNDP and FAO support)  

• Thailand has completed the formulation of an agriculture M&E framework for climate change adaptation, 
supported jointly by UNDP and FAO as part of the NAP-Agriculture initiative; a follow-up regional 
programme is being finalized to further advance this work.  

• Trinidad & Tobago has established not only an MRV system but also recently launched a comprehensive 
knowledge management system.  

• Vanuatu has completed an integrated online MRV tool which enables tracking, reporting and verification 
of (1) GHG emissions (2) impact of mitigation (including NDC) actions (3) climate finance flows and (4) 
SDG impacts. The tool is currently being expanded to cover other mitigation sectors.  
 

GENDER 

Notably, good progress is being made on activities related to incorporating gender into NDC enhancement 
processes.  Over 40 countries reported concrete actions to ensure a gender-responsive NDC enhancement 
process, including Tonga, Kiribati, Palau and Nauru. Several countries reported the completion of their gender 
analysis and assessments, actions and strategies, and related trainings that ensure enhanced NDC are gender 
responsive (e.g. Uruguay, Ghana, Uganda, Lebanon, Trinidad and Tobago, Ecuador).  

Note: A more detailed analysis on gender and inclusive efforts including youth engagement will be reported in the 
next Progress Report.  

 

LINKING TO COVID-19 RESPONSE AND GREEN RECOVERY 

Almost one-third of countries reported on concrete ways that they are linking the Climate Promise support to 
COVID-19 response and recovery efforts. Many of these countries are generating data and evidence on the 
linkages between NDCs and green recovery, such as undertaking an analysis of the COVID-19 impact on NDC 
implementation (Ghana, Indonesia) and of NDC measures on COVID-19 recovery (Malaysia, Philippines, Tunisia). 
In Turkey, the Climate Promise activities are directly linked with the Socio-economic Impact Assessments (SEIA) 
undertaken by the UN Country Team. In Thailand the Government is undertaking an economic analysis of climate 
action to elaborate fiscal incentive options for climate action that could also advance economic recovery (e.g. 
carbon fund, carbon tax).  Two countries (Bangladesh and Somalia) are developing briefings and trainings that 
promote and build capacity on the benefits of linking NDCs and COVID-19 response and recovery.   

In addition, several countries reported on integrating NDC and climate action into recovery planning processes.  
For example, Nigeria has provided NDC-related analysis and policy recommendations into the draft COVID-19 mid-
term plan for the environment sector.  Rwanda has developed a guidance note for Government to green the 
recovery planning, and a greening checklist to support SMEs use their COVID-19 recovery funds.  Finally, a number 
of countries are exploring development of new projects or programmes for COVID-19 recovery which would align 
with NDC priorities and measures (Afghanistan, Pakistan) or alignment of existing portfolios related to NDC 
priorities (Chile, Ethiopia, Serbia, Uruguay, Uzbekistan).  

 

  

http://snmb.ambiente.gob.ar/develop/
https://www.ndcs.undp.org/content/ndc-support-programme/en/home/ndc-events/virtual-events/integrated-mrv-online-tool-for-climate-mitigation-action-trackin.html
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REGIONAL SNAPSHOT: EASTERN EUROPE, CAUSCASUS AND CENTRAL ASIA 

The Climate Promise is supporting NDC enhancement in 16 countries across the Eastern Europe, 
Caucasus and Central Asia region (ECIS).  It is also supporting the advancement of climate policy 
dialogue in Turkey, despite the fact that the country has not yet ratified the Paris Agreement, 
and Kosovo that is not a party of the UNFCCC but pledged to assume the obligations arising 
from the Paris Agreement.  

Currently, 11 out of 16 ECIS countries plan to submit their updated NDCs by the end of 2020. 
Nine out of 16 countries are likely to raise mitigation ambition, with an additional six still 
unclear (one country is unlikely).  All sixteen countries plan to enhance adaptation component 
of their NDC.   

The EU4Climate project contributes to NDC enhancement activities in Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, 
and Ukraine. It also supported Moldova in preparing its Second NDC which was submitted to the 
UNFCCC in March 2020. Armenia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Serbia, and Georgia have already 
drafted their revised NDC and are currently undertaking stakeholder consultations. 

Given the evolving global, regional and national contexts, countries in the region are facing several 
challenges in advancing their NDCs; yet there is also impressive progress that demonstrates 
commitment to the achievement of the Paris Agreement. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected NDC processes by redirecting Government’s attention, 
banning travel and limiting face-to-face meetings.  Many countries are adjusting the format of 
their NDC planning work in order to avoid significant delays in NDC submission. While eight 
countries in the region have postponed their NDC submission timeline, only three countries plan 
to submit after 2020 – with the addition of one which has delayed but still not indicated its new 
timeline.   

At the same time, technical difficulties with online access to collaboration platforms such as Zoom, 
Skype and others at the national level has led to slowing progress in many countries, particularly 
in Central Asia. Specifically, several countries reference the long procedure of approval for online 
discussions, as a source of delay.   

In other countries, new ways of working have been successful in keeping up the momentum. In 
May, Turkey’s first digital festival “Festtogether AtHome”, supported by UNDP Turkey, hosted an 
exclusive version of Conversations in Climate-ish with the participation of a Goodwill Ambassador. 
The festival took place virtually and helped to generate support for people affected by COVID-19.  
It attracted almost 12.5 million views. Climate action for youth is also being promoted through 
online events in Turkey to introduce Mission 1.5 to the public.   

Some countries are proactively aligning NDCs with green recovery efforts.  For example, Moldova, 
the first country in the region to submit their updated NDC, is exploring options for aligning NDC 
implementation with COVID-19 green recovery processes that would be integrated into their 
long-term strategy. In Kosovo, UNDP developed the Socio-Economic Response Plan to COVID-19 
to build back greener economy, relying on low-carbon development and improved climate 
resilience. UNDP is now in charge of the technical lead in implementation and monitoring of the 
Plan.  Uzbekistan uses the opportunity to recover from the crisis in a low-carbon green way, 
accelerating the country’s progress on meeting its NDC targets and SDGs. An online international 
Forum is planned in 2020 to discuss where Uzbekistan stands in its recovery journey, and how the 
government, business, and society can put in place and expand policies and incentives for green 
recovery. 

https://www.tr.undp.org/content/turkey/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/2020/05/festtogether.html
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REGIONAL SNAPSHOT (CONT.): EASTERN EUROPE, CAUSCASUS AND CENTRAL ASIA  

Specific institutional challenges across the region have also directly impacted the NDC processes.  
In particular, formation of Governments after several elections in the Balkan countries may lead 
to a delay in the formal adoption of NDCs.  For example, while several countries plan to have a 
draft of their Second NDC in time to submit by the end of the year, recent Government formation 
due to the latest Parliamentary elections may result in delays.  In the countries of Eastern Europe 
and South Caucasus, national Government changes may also affect the process. For example, in 
Armenia the Minister of Environment was just appointed in July, altering the timeframe for NDC 
stakeholder consultations. In addition, current political unrest in Belarus aims might result in 
further delays of submission.   

Despite these challenges, there still seems to be commitment from countries in the region to 
advance their NDC process and raise ambition.  

 

Challenges 

Country reports reflected several common trends on the challenges to the delivery of the Climate Promise. 
The most significant impact, by far, remains the COVID-19 pandemic, with 60 countries reporting on it.  
This related not only to the implementation of activities but also, in some countries, to decreasing political 
prioritization for the NDC enhancement process. Given that Government operations are impacted by the 
COVID-19 crisis, further coordination within Government is also slowing down the NDC enhancement 
process. In some countries pushing for political buy-in and leadership remains a key challenge and efforts 
are being pursued to ensure consistent engagement and advocacy at the highest level.  

Similarly, a number of countries pointed to Government changes, leadership and capacity as the critical 
challenge.  Delayed activities due to change in government leadership, including national elections was 
reported in several, as well as government institutional restructuring in others.  Overall, limited 
government capacities was also cited in several countries, along with challenging systems and 
bureaucratic bottlenecks (e.g. delayed financial approval from Ministry of Finance; and government 
approval for youth gatherings) 

A few countries cited the on-going social unrests and conflicts as directly impacting NDC enhancement 
progress, which may be further exacerbated in some countries due to COVID-19.  

In terms of implementation approaches and delivery processes, several countries highlighted challenges 
in partner coordination, citing specifically the extra effort required given that existing coordination 
mechanisms have not been utilized or strengthened, while some parallel processes have been introduced.  
Furthermore, while countries report greatly benefiting from coordination among partners, sequencing of 
support has been challenging since a delay by one partner can slow down another, and thus impact 
delivery under the Climate Promise.  

The top operational concern raised by several countries is the timelines for completion of activities, with 
several countries expressing the need to extend the CP delivery timeframe and budget allocation until 
2021.  Others indicated the challenges in CO capacities and staff turn-over and availability of local 
expertise (given the challenges of engaging international expertise during COVID-19) that contributes to 
further delay in implementation.  
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Lessons Learned 

 

Recognizing that many countries are still early in their implementation, more in-depth and elaborated 
lessons are expected to emerge in future reporting cycles.  Nonetheless, several initial lessons learned 
have been expressed through the quarterly reports.  Below is a summary of the common takeaways 
reported by a number of countries.   

• Several countries highlighted the need to ensure government is in the driver’s seat of NDC 
processes, including coordination among stakeholders. Early engagement and consultations with 
government, as well as continued frequent communication throughout implementation is 
essential to ensure national buy-in and ownership, especially during the COVID-19 crisis 

• Many countries stressed the importance of effective engagement and coordination among key 
partners and stakeholders, including private sector and financing institutions, – especially to 
prepare for future NDC implementation. For example, Moldova, as part of UNDP’s support, 
helped the Government establish a dedicated Climate Change Coordination Mechanism in July 
2020 to ensure cross-sectoral coordination for NDC implementation. In Papua New Guinea, 
Government and all delivery partners (e.g. UN Agencies, GIZ, GGI and Australia) have regular 
virtual coordination meetings to share information.  Some countries highlighted the leadership 
role of NDC Partnership in coordinating NDC support at the country level (e.g. Nigeria where 
partner collaboration is advancing well with regular coordination calls and interim deliverables 
shared with all members). 

• In order to maintain political engagement and interest, several countries stressed the need to 
anchor the NDC narrative in solutions to development and economic challenges, especially on 
health and jobs benefits in the context of the COVID-19 crisis. In addition, continuing to ensure 
the highest-level of pollical engagement is also critical, including identification of champions in 
government. For example, in Armenia, all formal communications with the government is done 
at the highest level through the UNDP RR, and in Ghana NDC sector champions are identified in 
line Ministries to support the process. Similarly, some countries highlighted the need to make 
communication and advocacy materials and key messages available that COs can utilize to help 
inform the pollical engagement process.  

• Peer learning among COs seem to be a good practice, especially among groups of countries with 
similar contexts i.e. Francophone Africa, SIDS, LDCs etc. Exchanges among these COs help share 
solutions and best practices, not only to address operational challenges but also technical needs 
– including support for peer review of NDCs.  

• A few countries mentioned the importance of data and locally available national experts that 
can be deployed quickly to support government.  

• Finally, lessons related to the impact of COVID-19 demonstrate the significant impact of this crisis 
on the traditional way of working.  The future of UNDP’s policy and program support needs to 
be agile and adaptive to emergency and crisis situations, particularly given future climate 
changes. This includes ensuring UNDP’s operational policies and rules are flexible and proactive, 
while also providing immediate availability of tools and guidance to effectively meet different 
country needs. 

 



 

12 

 

III. Latest updates on COVID-19 impacts on NDCs 
CHANGES IN SUBMISSION TIMELINES 

One-hundred Climate Promise countries have reported their latest NDC submission dates.  Sixty-six 
countries indicate they will not change their submission timelines. Compared to timelines 
communicated in April, 34 countries suggested a further delay. Among these, 20 countries intend to 
submit by the end of 2020, while 14 countries push the submission dates further into 2021.  

 

As of August, 62% of all Promise countries still intend to submit by the end of 2020 (71 countries), and 
30% of countries will submit ahead of COP26 in November 2021 (34 countries). Only 2 countries plan to 
submit in 2022.  Nonetheless, there is expectation that even while momentum is maintained, several 
countries intending to submit by the end of 2020 may continue to delay slightly into 2021 due to the past 
and evolving impacts of COVID-19.  
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LATEST UPDATES ON AMBITION INTENTIONS 

 

Overall, there is an encouraging trend for ambition raising among countries that presents an 
opportunity to support and advocate for stronger ambition in several undecided countries. A total of 
57% of Promise countries intend to raise mitigation ambition, with 34% of countries still unclear on 
whether ambition will be raised or how this will be done. Almost all countries intend to enhance 
adaptation in their second NDC. Compared to ambition intentions communicated in April, several 
countries have now clarified their mitigation and/or adaptation ambition intentions in the latest quarterly 
reports, with a majority of them moved to the “likely” category.  
 
For mitigation ambition, six countries that were previously unclear about their intentions have 
expressed their intentions to likely raise mitigation ambition by including more stringent GHG reduction 
targets or adding new sectors. Meanwhile, two countries previously unclear have now indicated that they 
are unlikely to raise mitigation ambition.  
 
For adaptation ambition, only one country originally indicated that they were unclear about adaptation 
intentions and is now likely to enhance the adaptation components of its revised NDC. 
 
  

Global Overview  

 
 
Note: Total 109 countries, excluding 5 countries which have already submitted enhanced NDCs, including Turkey that has not ratified the Paris 
Agreement yet. 
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IV. FOCUS: Nature-based Solutions and Forestry  

Nature-based Solutions and Forestry as an Opportunity to Raise Ambition 

A critical component of climate action, and one of the areas of support most requested in the context of 
NDC enhancement is on Nature Based Solutions (NBS).  As defined by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), NBS are “actions to protect, sustainably manage and restore natural or 
modified ecosystems, that address societal challenges (e.g. climate change, food and water security or 
natural disasters) effectively and adaptively, simultaneously providing human well-being and biodiversity 
benefits.”2 NBS are implemented in forests, grasslands and wetlands, and therefore captured within the 
IPCC sector Agriculture, Forests and other Land Uses (AFOLU). 

Scaling up NBS can represent a cost-effective opportunity for countries to enhance their NDCs and raise 
ambition. Approximately 23% of global anthropogenic GHGs come from the AFOLU sector, and there is 
significant potential to mitigate it through NBS.  NBS alone can deliver approximately one third of the cost-
effective CO2 mitigation needed through 2030, 3  while supporting more productive and resilient 
communities with social, economic and environmental returns.  

The AFOLU sector is among the most referenced sector in countries’ mitigation contributions as part of 
their NDCs. More specifically, approximately 83% of NDCs include Land Use, Land-use Change and 
Forestry, or LULUCF, in their mitigation targets and/or actions.  Nonetheless, only about 26% of NDCs 
include quantitative targets, such as hectares reforested, and an even smaller proportion put forward 
greenhouse gas (GHG)-based targets for the sector4.  

 

NBS and Forestry Work Under the Climate Promise 

NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS 

UNDP is supporting the generation of evidence, identification of opportunities and advocacy to help 
countries capitalize on the mitigation and adaptation potential of NBS as part of their NDCs. Specifically, 
this includes: highlighting specific existing national commitments for NBS already in place; quantifying the 
potential of NBS for climate mitigation and adaptation; illustrating successful case studies on what can be 
replicated or scaled up; showing specific spatial opportunities for action; and helping communicate the 
benefits of nature-based solutions to national nature-dependent development goals.  The objective 
through these efforts is to increase the appetite for NBS within NDCs. 

Last year at the Secretary General’s Climate Summit, UNDP launched two guidance documents: “Pathways 
for Increasing Nature-Based Solutions into NDCs”, and ”Nature-based Solutions for NDCs Toolkit.”  These 
documents have been the primary tool by which support is being provided to countries through the 

 

2 Nature-based solutions to address global societal challenges. IUCN (2016) 
3 Griscom et al. 2017. Natural Climate Solutions. PNAS October 31, 2017 114 (44) 11645-11650; first published 
October 16, 2017 https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1710465114. Available at 
https://www.pnas.org/content/114/44/11645; Seddon N, Chausson A, Berry P, Girardin CAJ, Smith A, Turner B. 2020 

Understanding the value and limits of nature-based solutions to climate change and other global challenges. Phil. Trans. R. Soc. 
B 
4 The Bonn Challenge and the Paris Agreement: How can forest landscape restoration advance Nationally Determined 
Contributions? IUCN and Climate Focus (2017) 
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/20171213_ndcs_fbrief.pdf  

https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/climate-and-disaster-resilience-/pathway-for-increasing-nature-based-solutions-in-ndcs.html
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/climate-and-disaster-resilience-/pathway-for-increasing-nature-based-solutions-in-ndcs.html
https://www.ndcs.undp.org/content/ndc-support-programme/en/home/impact-and-learning/library/nature-based-solutions-for-ndcs-toolkit-.html
https://www.pnas.org/content/114/44/11645
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/20171213_ndcs_fbrief.pdf
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Climate Promise. In particular, as part of this offering, UNDP has been preparing customized briefing notes 
for countries on NBS for NDCs (see box for details).  To date, UNDP has completed briefings for 53 
countries, as illustrated in the map below. Efforts are now ongoing to communicate and disseminate the 
results (e.g. through webinars, translation), initiate discussions and incorporate feedback from countries 
to ensure the briefs are well embedded within the NDC enhancement process.  All drafts and revisions 
are on track to be finalized and disseminated by end of October.  

Map of countries with a draft “Nature for Climate” briefing note: 

 

 

 

Nature-for-Climate Briefings 

The briefings include the following elements:  

• An introduction to nature-based solutions and their role in climate mitigation and adaptation 

• Introduction to a common framework used throughout the analysis 

• Analysis of a variety of potential climate mitigation benefits of various nature-based solutions 
(measured in Mt of CO2 emissions per year) 

• Analysis of potential adaptation co-benefits within the country of various nature-based solutions 

• A rapid policy analysis of existing commitments for nature-based solutions within national 
environmental policies as well as national development policies  

• Spatial data analysis of opportunities for implementing nature-based solutions for climate change 
mitigation and adaptation, drawing from the UNDP-led UN Biodiversity Lab. 

• Case studies that show examples of successful nature-based solutions within the country, drawing 
from UNDP’s portfolio of projects as well as from partners 

• Analysis of social and environmental co-benefits of incorporating nature-based solutions within 
the NDCs, focusing on value to the economy, to water security, to disaster risk management 

• Summary recommendations for strengthening nature-based solutions within the NDC 

  

http://www.unbiodiversitylab.org/
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FORESTRY 

 

Within the suite of NBS, reducing deforestation provides the single largest opportunity to generate 
emission reductions. Approximately 53 Climate Promise countries have requested LULUCF-related 
support, with a primary focus on forests. Most requests are coming from Latin America and the Caribbean 
(28%) and Africa (28%), followed by requests from Asia-Pacific (25%). Many developing countries that 
included forest-related activities in their NDCs are also working to implement REDD+.5 Through REDD+, 
developing countries have made important advancements in terms of generating country-specific data, 
creating systems to track forest cover and land use change nationally, and developing national policies 
to address drivers of deforestation and forest degradation.  

Forest-related activities included in the Climate Promise workplans cut across the five service lines. 
Examples include, specialized technical assistance to review LULUCF estimates and projections for the 
NDC (Honduras); support to explore carbon market opportunities and/or Article 6 for the forest sector 
(Bolivia, Ecuador, Honduras, Paraguay); support for the finalization of the national forest definition and 
re-alignment of the forest policy with the revised NDC (Zimbabwe); Forest Sector Target Setting (Papua 
New Guinea); and support to review and update the forest sector priorities and targets, and conduct a  
cost analysis of the National REDD + Action Investment Plan to achieve these targets (Cambodia).  

To support REDD+ countries to better integrate the AFOLU sector into NDCs, UNDP has developed and is 
currently applying a specialized excel-based tool to assess country-specific data and information from the 
forest sector.6  This will be used by UN-REDD as a tool to generate technical reports and briefs to help 
countries evaluate and enhance their NDCs. This includes prospects for both introducing the AFOLU sector 
into the new NDC where it was not previously included, as well as refining and enhancing existing 
references to targets/ activities. This tool will also inform a diversified financial strategy to support 
implementation of the forest component of the NDC, through both market and non-market-based 
resources.  This will ensure full transparency of transactions and potential adjustments to countries NDCs.  

Specifically, support under the Climate Promise is provided using this excel-based tool as an instrument 
to: 

(i) Identify key entry points under the five Climate Promise service lines for enhancing NDC 
ambition and transparency, building on countries’ REDD+ readiness efforts  

(ii) Undertake feasibility assessments and create scenarios with existing carbon markets 
standards (i.e. the ART/ TREES and JNR/ Verra) to estimate the potential for accessing carbon 
markets through the forest sector.  

(iii) Set up systems and processes for the forthcoming enhanced transparency framework (ETF) 
under the Paris Agreement, building upon experience and information that countries have 
developed over the years through technical REDD+ submissions to the UNFCCC7.  

 

5 REDD+ is a mechanism created under the UNFCCC for policy approaches and positive incentives on issues relating 
to reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation in developing countries; and the role of 
conservation, sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks in developing countries.  
6 This includes data and information from National Communications, GHG Inventories, NDC submissions, REDD+ 
reference levels, REDD+ technical annexes, summary of information on safeguards, etc.  
7 Up to now, at least 50 developing countries have submitted reference levels for REDD+ to the UNFCCC for  
technical assessment by LULUCF experts. These submissions include countries’ own data and information on forest 
cover and land-use change. For more information see:  https://redd.unfccc.int/submissions.html?topic=6 
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To date, support provided includes identification and dissemination of relevant forests and REDD+ 
documentation for consideration in NDC enhancement and advancing dialogues between Government 
and other stakeholders to integrate forest-based mitigation targets, activities, approaches and projects.  

 

Nigeria: Strengthening 
NBS and forests in NDC 
processes  

Nigeria has recognized the 
enormous socio-
economic and 
environmental protection 
benefits of sustainable 
management of its forest 
resources. It has adopted 
a number of national 
development plans, 
policies and laws to 
address increasingly high 
rates of deforestation. 
Between 1978 and 2016 

Nigeria lost 18% of its forest cover due to land use changes, including agricultural expansion, 
heavy reliance on wood fuel, unsustainable timber extraction, urban expansion, grazing, bush 
burning, and infrastructure development.  Losses in forest cover and changes in land use have 
significant implications for GHG emissions in the country and total forest emissions in Nigeria 
between 2006 and 2016 were approximately 32.4MtCO2e, (2.94MtCo2e per year). 

Nigeria’s first NDC already includes commitments for several nature-based solutions, including 
the protection, sustainable management and restoration of forests, as well as improved 
agriculture and agroforestry. However, the inclusion of specific, measurable and quantitative 
targets will enable a more robust NDC and more effective implementation and monitoring.  

As part of its Climate Promise support, UNDP helped to convene relevant stakeholders8 to discuss 
the use of existing national data.  This helped to define forest-related target/s for the NDC and to 
ascertain how such target(s) would be reached, taking into consideration current and planned 
programmes and projects. These actors developed a document detailing the context, targets and 
actions from the forest sector which is now undergoing consultations and a final draft has been 
presented to partners for consideration in Nigeria’s enhanced NDC. The process, with the NDC as 
the focus, has created the space for, and has fostered discussion between, these different 
government agencies and groups for the first time.  

 

 

8 Actors included the National REDD+ Secretariat, the Climate Change Department, the Cross River State REDD+ 
Technical Team, FAO and others 
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Jointly Supporting NBS and Forestry under the Climate Promise: 
Partnerships for Country Support  

 

For more than 10 years, the United Nations Collaborative Partnership on Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Forest Degradation (UN-REDD Programme), a Partnership between UNDP, FAO and 
UNEP, has supported developing countries’ REDD+ readiness efforts.  This includes support for, among 
others, identifying policies and measures to reduce emissions by deforestation and forest degradation, 
the establishment of national forest monitoring systems and systems for the measurement, reporting and 
verification (MRV) of GHG emissions and removals from the forest sector. The UN-REDD Partnership is 
now being leveraged as a platform to support the Climate Promise, enabling coordination and joint 
support on NDC enhancement related to forest mitigation. The results framework designed for the next 
phase of UN-REDD (2021-2025) reflects this, including among the main outcomes of the Programme’s 
work:  

1. Forest solutions enhanced: Raising ambition and acceleration of NDCs. This captures, for 
example, support to countries to assess, accelerate and enhance NDC mitigation actions over time 
in the forest & land-use sectors.   

2. Forest Solutions realized: Forest-based GHG emission reductions and enhanced removals, of 
increasing quality (accuracy, certainty and permanence).  This covers support to countries and 
jurisdictions to implement REDD+ investment plans and programmes to deliver their NDCs and to 
access international carbon financing. 
 

For example, as part of a regional engagement strategy in Latin America and the Caribbean, UNDP and 
FAO came together to map AFOLU requests under the Climate Promise against ongoing FAO-related 
programmes and initiatives in the region. Based on this, regional focal points are exploring identified 
synergies and potential for joint support in several countries. Coordination opportunities in Ecuador and 
Honduras have already been identified through these consultations with FAO. In Ecuador, UNDP and FAO 
will coordinate efforts related to carbon markets to assist the country in understanding the market 
potential for the forest sector, as well as contradictions and complementarities of its NDC and REDD+ 
data. In Honduras the focus is on the relationship between carbon markets and transparency efforts in 
the forestry sector. As another example, in Cote d’Ivoire, UNDP is coordinating closely with FAO who is 
leading on the NBS and forests/REDD+ aspects of the NDC enhancement process, to ensure REDD+ work 
is well incorporated.    

Similarly, in Liberia Conservation International is leading on NBS and forest/REDD+ component of the NDC 
revision, bringing together UNDP and the EU to ensure coordination and consistency with broader NDC 
processes. UNDP is also working very closely the Nature4Climate coalition to advance NBS in NDCs.  
Country briefs developed by UNDP are leveraging the coalition to help in supporting broader 
communications of the findings.  

 

 

 

http://www.nature4climate.org/
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V. Status of Partner engagement 

Global Overview of Partnerships 

The Climate Promise has leveraged an extensive number of partners to jointly support governments in 
their NDC revision process. Drawing on the most recent quarterly reports, the figures below provide a 
snapshot of the key partners that are engaged in delivering concrete joined activities, including an 
indication of their key focus area.  It is clear that the nature of support spans across a variety of topics 
related to adaptation, mitigation as well as cross cutting issues. The most common sectors/themes include 
Energy, Adaptation (specifically through support for NAPs), Agriculture, Forest and Land Use, MRV, 
Transparency and Investments. There is also joint work on stakeholder engagement including youth and 
gender. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus Area 

Stage of Partnership 
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In addition to the above partners, which are delivering concrete activities under the Climate Promise, 
there is direct collaboration and coordination with a number of key partners in-country who are also 
supporting NDC enhancement.  This includes actors from the UN, regional development banks, regional 
inter-governmental bodies, and international organizations, as well as local and international CSOs and 
academic institutes9.  In many cases, this collaboration and coordination has been aided by the NDC 
Partnership’s CAEP process which helps to match country needs with implementing partners. 

Strategic Partners: Updates 

 

NDC PARTNERSHIP 

UNDP continues to work closely with the NDC Partnership (NDCP) in delivering support to countries.  A 
number of new themes and initiatives have been launched recently, based on a shifting landscape and 
emerging demands, to which UNDP is directly contributing. This expanded engagement includes:  

Climate Action Enhancement Package: Out of the 65 countries that are recipients of the NDCP’s Climate 
Action Enhancement Package (CAEP), 62 countries are part of the Climate Promise.  UNDP is directly 
responding to requests under the CAEP in 24 countries, and in the remaining 38 countries are supporting 
complementary activities to support NDC enhancement. In all countries, the engagement with NDCP has 
enabled and encouraged collaboration with partners beyond those directly engaged in the Climate 
Promise, including other NDC Partnership associate members such as Climate Analytics, and with specific 
GIZ projects.  Leveraging the NDCP CAEP mechanisms has thus contributed to the larger collaborative 
approach on NDCs in countries.  In terms of delivery of CAEP activities, progress continues at the country 
level through the Climate Promise and quarterly reporting has demonstrated progress despite the COVID-
19 crisis. In line with NDCP processes, collaborative terms of reference have been completed in each 
country and approved by the Government which define the scope of each partners’ support and provides 
the Government with an overview of activities, budget, and timeline.  

Economic Advisory Support:  In May, the NDC Partnership Support Unit launched a new support initiative 
in response to solicited demand from Ministries of Finance. This offering will deploy economic advisors to 
countries, on demand, to provide advice and expertise to ensure climate compatible COVID-19 recovery 
packages. UNDP is working to ensure that incoming economic advisors are aware of existing UNDP 
programming that may compliment or strengthen the economic recovery work, both under the Climate 
Promise as well as other initiatives (e.g. Partnership for Action on Green Economy).  This will also draw on 
the broader UN/UNDP support on COVID-19 response and recovery.  To support coordination and 
alignment UNDP will also participate in a complementary, NDCP-managed Thematic Expert Group which 
reviews targeted, ad-hoc requests from countries. This work will be coordinated with the existing UNDP 
economic advisor network to ensure complementarities and avoid duplication.  

Youth Task Force:  UNDP is an active member of the NDCP Youth Task Force (YTF).  Established in June, 
the YTF is comprised of youth representatives nominated by Steering Committee members, currently 
including representatives from Costa Rica, The Netherlands, Jamaica, Marshall Islands (shared seat), 
Pakistan, Sweden, UK and UNDP.  UNDP is drawing from experience and insight gained through the 
Climate Promise to inform a Youth Engagement Plan (YEP), to be presented at the NDCP Steering 
Committee in October 2020. If formally adopted, it will be launched virtually in November 2020 and should 

 

9 Partners referenced in quarterly reports include: UNIDO, UNITAR, UNCDF, IDB, AFDB, ADB, EBRD, GCF, GGGI, 
ICLEI, COMESA, WRI, WWF, SEI, SNV, and others 
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demonstrate some of the dynamic work taking place through the Climate Promise and further include 
learning derived from youth-oriented initiatives that are underway throughout the UN system.  

Major Emerging Economies Taskforce: UNDP participates in the newly created Major Emerging Economies 

Taskforce (MEETF) launched recently by the NDCP Support Unit. The MEETF is in the midst of developing 

a “Strategy for Engaging Major Emerging Economies” to outline an approach for the NDC Partnership 

Support Unit and its Members to engage these countries and support more ambitious global climate 

action.  The strategy, along with a mapping of ongoing support in targeted countries, will be presented at 

the forthcoming Steering Committee in October. UNDP engagement will include advocating for the 

alignment of outreach with other key actors, such as EOSG and other UN partners, and drawing on 

experiences and insight gleaned from the Climate Promise and other contributing initiatives.   

 

UNFCCC 

Building on UNDP’s extensive history of collaboration with UNFCCC, the two organizations are 
collaborating closely on the work under the Climate Promise. The aim of this collaboration is to share the 
latest political developments, updates on NDC submission processes, as well as coordinate specific 
guidance to countries on NDC enhancement and implementation. The close partnership has resulted in 
two products in support of the NDC enhancement process:  

i) NDC Quality Checklist – an internal guidance document to support governments to ensure 
robustness of new/updated NDCs; and 

ii) NDC Ambition Tracker – an internal dashboard that tracks the submission timeline and 
ambition intention of countries. The tracker remains internal, for UNDP and UNFCCC 
reference, but discussions are underway on how to make parts of the information 
accessible to external partners.   

 

IRENA 

UNDP continues to deepen its collaboration with IRENA on supporting NDC enhancement related to 
renewable energy.  Discussions have been initiated with IRENA colleagues in all five regions, identifying 
the specific demand from countries and how they match with IRENA’s offer. Thus far 12 countries have 
identified concrete areas of support, with other discussions ongoing.  Increasingly, collaboration with 
IRENA is initiated at the regional level, which enables a more efficient and powerful diffusion of IRENA’s 
offer and services in the UNDP network, within and beyond the scope of Climate Promise activities. Follow 
up conversations are then held on a country-by-country basis. At the global level, a webinar was organized 
in early September to share IRENA’s offer and approach with COs and Climate Promise focal points, and 
encourage further discussion on collaboration. 

 

UNEP 

Collaboration with UNEP on the Climate Promise comes within the broader context of a global partnership 
between the two organizations, which has accelerated in the first half of 2020.  The Climate Promise 
stands as a critical pillar of this global partnership, with several workstreams underpinning the joint 
support to countries.  Critical workstreams include: 
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• Strengthening joint advocacy and high-level engagement to promote raising mitigation ambition 
and linking this to COVID-19 recovery in key strategic and high-emitting countries.   

• Joint support to countries on the energy sector, with discussions currently ongoing in at least 16 
countries to identify potential joint support in coordination with Ministries and other partners.   

• Development of a guidance note and follow up support to countries on resource efficiency and 
circular economy.   This guidance note, entitled “Enhancing NDCs through Circular Economy". sets 
out a range of technical resources and analytical tools that can be offered to countries to 
accelerate achievement of the Paris Agreement targets by enhancing the resource efficiency and 
circularity of their national economies.  Building on this guidance, UNDP and UNEP are jointly 
applying UNEP's Sustainable Consumption and Production Hotspot Analysis Tool (SCP-HAT) in five 
countries (Gambia, Lao PDR, South Sudan, Uganda and Vanuatu) as part of the Climate Promise 
support.   

• A joint campaign with UNEP and the Youth Envoy for World Environment Day and leading to 
International Youth Day (12 August 2020) was prepared 

• Sharing and mapping knowledge, tools and assessments on adaptation planning that can be 
deployed to support countries. This includes lessons learned from UNEP programmes on the 
ground such as ecosystem-based adaptation (EBA) and coastal resilience initiatives. UNEP and 
UNDP are also working on guidelines for integrating EBA into national adaptation planning 
processes.  To continue the virtual exchange during the COVID-19 crisis, UNDP and UNEP, in 
coordination with the NAP Global Network, have convened a Francophone webinar on M&E and 
adaptation planning between Government representatives in West Africa. A lusophone webinar 
is also planned on the Impacts of COVID 2019, the NAPs and NDCs. UNDP and UNEP are also 
coordinating on NAP support and alignment with NDCs in South Sudan, Sierra Leone, DRC, Central 
African Republic. Discussion are underway to identify other countries for joint support. A session 
on mainstreaming of EBA approaches has been completed by UNEP and UNDP at a virtual forum 
convened by IUCN and other partners.  

• Joint support on forestry is also being provided through the UN-REDD Partnership, also with FAO 
(see more information here) 

 

FAO 

Continued effort is underway to define concrete activities from the Climate Promise workplans that would 
be delivered jointly by UNDP and FAO via the SCALA Programme. To date, 12 countries have identified 
joint activities, with discussions ongoing in additional countries.  Broader coordination efforts are also 
underway in a number of countries to align activities being supported by FAO and those of the Climate 
Promise – in some countries leveraging the coordination mechanisms of the NDC Partnership. The UN-
REDD Partnership is also being leveraged to support countries under the Climate Promise, enabling 
coordination and joint support on NDC enhancement related to forest mitigation (see more information 
in the FOCUS section above). 

 

WORLD BANK 

Discussions are still ongoing with the World Bank to provide joint support to countries to strengthen 
private sector engagement in climate change adaptation investment planning through the Climate 
Promise and National Adaptation plans. 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fundp.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FClimatePromise%2FShared%2520Documents%2FGeneral%2FClimate%2520Promise%2520Resource%2520Portal%2FThematic%2520resources%2FResource%2520efficiency%2520and%2520circular%2520economy%2FEnhancing%2520NDCs%2520through%2520Circular%2520Economy%2520Summary_Climate%2520Promise%2520Resource.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cjennifer.baumwoll%40undp.org%7Cfe2587f25917440ed09408d83e2013ef%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C637327654955706026&sdata=JVTuewxiLZsxlO4TkXarb%2Bq6T8WNUI9tYP%2B5iDOsr4c%3D&reserved=0
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UN-HABITAT 

Following the conclusion of an online Ministerial Dialogue10, the co-organizers established a Working 
Group, convened by the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy (GCoM).  The Working Group 
consists of co-organizers (UNDP, UN-HABITAT, United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), and Local 
Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI)), as well as a number of other partners. The aim of this group is to 
build on the work of partners and draft a definition and proposed guidelines for integrating “Regional or 
Local Contributions” (RLCs) into an NDC framework. Consultations are planned over the coming months, 
with application in 2021 and official launch at COP26 in November 2021.  This work is building directly on 
the UN Habitat guidance on enhancing NDCs through urban climate action, to which UNDP contributed. 

 

UNICEF 

UNDP and UNICEF are working closely to promote and support meaningful participation and 
empowerment of youth in climate action. This includes preparation of a global guidance note and toolkit; 
a mapping of country requests for support on youth engagement, social protection, and risk and 
resilience; close collaboration on outreach and advocacy campaign; and the development of a Mission 1.5 
education module.  For example, in Latin America and the Caribbean, there is ongoing regional 
coordination which has identified six countries in the region for joint support on NDC enhancement 
through the Climate Promise.   
 

INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATION (ILO) 

UNDP and ILO are working closely to support evidenced-based NDC policy making in select Climate 
Promise countries. As part of this effort, UNDP is working jointly with ILO through its NDC Support 
Programme to help countries measure how green and climate policies would affect job creation, 
particularly for women and youth, income distribution, skills development and economic growth.  This 
joint programme is currently being piloted in Nigeria and Zimbabwe and contributes directly to the 
activities under the Climate Promise. 

 

OTHER PARTNERSHIPS 

With UNDESA, UNDP in Asia-Pacific is rolling out a training tool for governments and country offices 
involved in the Climate Promise with the support of RBAP. The online training between September and 
November is a capacity building exercise on Applying the Climate, Land, Energy and Water systems tool 
to inform Nationally Determined Contributions in the Asia-Pacific region. It is expected to inform ongoing 
efforts for enhancement and also support national counterparts for NDC implementation. 

In addition, discussions are on-going with UN CC: Learn on possible new joint activities on education, 
youth and NDCs.  In particular, the aim is to encourage participating countries to use the CC:learn 
resources (e-courses, resource guides, learning platforms and modules available online) to capacitate 
government counterparts or to sensitize the general public. At the same time, CC:Learn can draw from 
the national experiences under the Climate Promise. 

 

10 The event “Ministerial Dialogue with Local and Regional Governments Strengthening Coordination to Implement 
the Paris Agreement” was held on 28 May 2020.   
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VI. Knowledge sharing and resources  
 

The Climate Promise webpage was launched in May. This gives an overview of UNDP’s Climate Promise 
work as well as live updates of numbers of countries and links.  

An “NDC Quality Checklist” was developed, in collaboration with UNFCCC, to guide countries on the NDC 
enhancement process and review  draft documents.  It outlines three dimensions (country ownership and 
inclusiveness, robustness and ambition, feasibility) that are considered essential for robust and ambitious 
NDCs, based on the Paris Agreement and IPCC Special Report, the WRI-UNDP Guidance on Enhancing 
NDCs, as well as UNDP’s experience providing NDC support to countries.  This guidance was shared with 
COs participating in the Climate Promise, as well as our partners, as a living document, soliciting feedback 
based on its application in countries. 

A dedicated guidance note on “Building the Economy of Tomorrow: Using NDCs to Inform Green 

Recovery” has been developed, which provides guidance to COs on how they can support governments 
to integrate ambitious climate action into COVID-19 recovery efforts.   

A range of webinars (internal and external) on key topics such as gender, youth, NBS, transparency, 
energy, SDGs and finance are being shared within the Climate Promise teams, and updated on a weekly 
basis.  The aim is to foster knowledge exchange both within UNDP and with our partners. Key knowledge 
products developed at the country level are also being shared, to highlight country experiences and best 
practices.  For example, Lebanon recently produced a guidance on “How to Put Gender Responsive 

Climate Solutions into Action – Lebanon's Approach”  

A joint UNDP/UNEP service offer “Enhancing NDCs through Circular Economy” (full report and 2-pager 
available) sets out a range of technical resources and analytical tools that help countries enhance targets 
through strengthening the resource efficiency and circularity of their national economies. 

 

VII. Looking Forward  
As the COVID-19 crisis continues to unfold, and countries are weighing the many considerations of 
recovery, it becomes even more critical to leverage the Climate Promise and NDC processes. NDCs, aligned 
with plans such as Long-Term Strategies and National Adaptation Plans, have already outlined goals for 
transitioning toward green and resilient pathways to spur economic growth and job creation. Countries 
can draw upon this wealth of information, analyses and commitments to chart the path ahead.  

The guidance note, “Building the Economy of Tomorrow: Using NDCs to Inform Green Recovery,” draws 
on the experience from the Climate Promise, outlines opportunities to leverage NDCs and identifies key 
areas of support. Five key entry points have been defined to provide a concrete pathway for ensuring the 
linkages between NDC processes and recovery planning and implementation. The portfolio of support 
being delivered through the Climate Promise, as well as UNDP’s support on NDC processes more broadly, 
can provide a valuable foundation and entry point for this work.  

 These entry points include: 

 

 

  

https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/climatepromise.html
https://www.ndcs.undp.org/content/ndc-support-programme/en/home/impact-and-learning/library/climate-promise-quality-assurance-checklist.html
https://www.ndcs.undp.org/content/ndc-support-programme/en/home/impact-and-learning/library/using-ndcs-to-inform-green-recovery.html
https://www.ndcs.undp.org/content/ndc-support-programme/en/home/impact-and-learning/library/using-ndcs-to-inform-green-recovery.html
https://www.ndcs.undp.org/content/ndc-support-programme/en/home/impact-and-learning/library/how-to-put-gender-responsive-climate-solutions-into-action---leb.html
https://www.ndcs.undp.org/content/ndc-support-programme/en/home/impact-and-learning/library/how-to-put-gender-responsive-climate-solutions-into-action---leb.html
https://www.ndcs.undp.org/content/ndc-support-programme/en/home/impact-and-learning/library/how-to-put-gender-responsive-climate-solutions-into-action---leb.html
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/resource/15degc-world-requires-circular-and-low-carbon-economy
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A. Align and Integrate NDC Measures and Strategies with COVID-19 Recovery Plans  
 

Targeted support to countries can help make the case for incorporating NDC measures and strategies into 
recovery plans and budgets. Specific, tailored activities could help countries update, align and integrate 
data and policies, while also providing a robust evidence base for linking NDCs with recovery. For example, 
reviewing and screening response and recovery plans to identify inconsistencies and opportunities to 
advance NDC targets, decarbonization and resilience goals. There is also a lot of potential to conduct, 
strengthen and align ongoing socio-economic assessments and other impact analyses to guide priority 
setting and integrate NDCs, LTS and national recovery planning. 
   

B. Align Climate and NDC Finance with Recovery Finance 
 

Support can be provided to countries to strengthen both public budgeting and private finance 
mobilization for green recovery, to ensure finance currently channeled into economic stimulus packages 
will be used to put countries on net-zero emission and resilient pathways. The ongoing process to build 
NDC financial strategies can inform decisions for aligning public finance management with green recovery 
and attracting private finance. This can be done by leveraging and tailoring UNDP's integrated climate 
finance planning tools, including guidance on green budgeting, along with experiences and tested 
approaches to help countries understand and develop procedures for tracking existing expenditures and 
identifying gaps. Support can also help create tailored prioritization tools for alignment with recovery and 
climate action. Undoubtedly this kind of alignment will also help attract further investment for both 
through better budgeting and greater transparency.  
 

C. Strengthen Capacities and Coordination between Ministries of Finance and Environment  
 

Building on UNDP’s role in supporting the Coalition of Finance Ministers for Climate Action, as well as the 
whole-of-government approach supported under the Climate Promise, services can be provided to 
countries to strengthen engagement and coordination between environment ministries typically leading 
NDC development and finance ministries leading recovery planning. The includes support for advocacy 
and training to advance integrated solutions to achieve both a strong recovery and ambitious climate 
action.  
 

D. Enhance Gender-responsive and Inclusive Processes across NDCs and Recovery 

Support to countries can be provided to leverage NDCs and their enhancement and implementation 
processes to inform recovery decisions on just transition, inclusiveness, and gender-responsiveness, with 
a focus on the most vulnerable groups. This will align closely with ongoing socio-economic assessments, 
building on UNDP’s leading role in assessing socio-economic impacts of the COVID-19 crisis.  It can also 
help to identify co-benefits of NDC measures for green spending.    

 
E. Building National Capacity and Facilitating South-South Collaboration 

The networks, engagements and existing mechanisms under the Climate Promise, as well as UNDP’s 
broader portfolio of climate action, can be leveraged to contribute to exchange of learning and knowledge 
among stakeholders and practitioners that is led by the PAGE initiative – working closely with related key 
initiatives of the UN system, NDC Partnership, and Coalition of Finance Ministers on Climate Action.  This 
will help policymakers make rapid and informed decisions that respond to COVID-19 while putting in place 
the foundation to revitalize the economy and help achieve ambitious and inclusive climate action.  



 

 

   

 

Annex: Full Snapshot of Climate Promise Countries  
 


