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……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Introduction 

Recapping week 8 lessons 

The openings to stories are especially important in interesting the reader and making 

them want to read on. Good openings to stories set a context. They may 

 establish setting  

 create an atmosphere 

 introduce a character 

 set up possibilities for the development of the story. 

Instruction 

In your Exercise Book, copy the Header. Make sure that your handwriting is neat and 

legible. 

Practice 1 

Here is an opening which, in a few words, establishes a setting, atmosphere, characters 

and future possibilities for plot development. 

Will tugged at his mother’s hand and said, “Come on, come on …” but his mother hung 

back. She was still afraid. Will looked up and down the narrow street in the evening 

light, along the little terrace of houses, each behind its tiny garden and its box hedge, 

with the sun glaring off the windows of one side and leaving the other in shadow. There 

wasn’t much time. People would be having their meal about now, and soon there would 

be other children around, to stare and comment and notice. It was dangerous to wait, 

but all he could do was persuade her, as usual. 

from The Subtle Knife by Philip Pullman 
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Q1. What kind of setting is established? 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Q2. How does the writer create an atmosphere of fear and suspense? 

………………………………………………………………………. 

Q3. What future possibility for plot development is established? 

……………………………………………………………………………. 

Q4. Write an opening to a story. It should be between 80 and 120 words long and 

should establish setting, atmosphere and future possibilities for plot development. 

 

Lessons 30, 31 and 32 focused on use of dialogue in stories or narratives. 

Look at the beginning of the story used in your practice exercise. The first sentence is a 

dialogue. Is that an effective way of beginning a story? 

 


