
Sermon 27: Luke 6:17-26: Jesus Teaching on Blessing: Part Three

OUTLINE

Hated
Heralded

INTRODUCTION

Never before has public opinion counted for so much.  Living in an age of twenty four hour 
news, in a culture where public shaming, on line trolling, managing and marketing an online 
persona; Christ, Christianity and Christians are in the spotlight like never before.  Public 
opinion is not limited to your family, your school, your town, or even your country, it is 
universal, it is a new power group able to exert pressure, it is often polarised and tribal, and
you don’t have to go far on the internet to find how Christ, Christianity and Christians are 
caricaturised, demonised, marginalised and trivialised.  This new world of constant scrutiny 
is just another manifestation of the ancient battleground between the seed of the woman 
and the seed of the serpent.  We are presently looking at Jesus teaching on blessing as we 
look at the beatitudes in the Sermon on the Plain in Luke 6:17-26.  We have looked at the 
poor and rich, the hungry and full, and the weeping and laughing.  Now we look at those on
opposite sides of the publicity war, the hated and the heralded.  

V22-23, ‘“Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you 
and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! 23 Rejoice in that day, and leap 
for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets.’
V26, ‘Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the false 
prophets.’  

We have been talking about the right and wrong ways to read these descriptions.  We have 
noted that Jesus is dividing all of humanity up into two groups.  The various positive and 
negative characteristics are descriptive of one group.  The godly are those who are poor, 
hungry, weeping and hated, the worldly are those who are rich, full, laughing and loved.  
We spoke about how these contrasting parties represent the victim and the villain, the 
persecutor and the persecuted, that contrast continues in this beatitude.  Our beatitude 
makes very clear that the hatred we receive is ‘on account of the Son of Man.’  This further 
clarifies that the categories of poor, hungry, and weeping are descriptions of the disciples 
and conditions associated with being disciples of Christ.  

Today our focus is on the persecution of the godly and acceptance of the worldly.  Jesus 
made clear that the true Christian in this life will be persecuted.  John 15:18-21 (ESV), "If 
the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you.  If you were of the 
world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I 
chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.  Remember the word that I said 
to you: 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours.  But all these things they will
do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me.”  Here we 
see Jesus on the last evening with his disciples telling them that they will be hated for 
following him.  And Paul repeats the sentiment in 2 Tim. 3:12 (ESV), “Indeed, all who desire
to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”  Our sermon today has two points we 
want to look first at the hated and secondly at the heralded.    

Hated



This beatitude teaches us that there is blessedness to be had if we are persecuted for the 
sake of being a disciple of Christ.  This blessedness is of course only promised to those who 
are faithful as well as those who are persecuted for their association with Christ not simply 
for being annoying.  The parable of the sower records four different types of hearts that 
hear the gospel; the path, the stony ground, the thorny patch and the good ground that 
bore fruit.  The shallow soil on stony ground are those who hear the gospel and accept it 
but because of persecution they wither away.  The promise of blessing is for those who are 
true disciples who love and follow Christ and who endure persecution.  

Sadly there are many who have made a confession for Christ but who have a greater fear of
man than a fear of God.  Matt. 10:32-33, ‘So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I
also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before 
men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.’  What does this look like today?  
There are parts of the world where physical violence and death are the price of being a 
disciple of Christ, even now during the Covid 19 lockdown Muslim extremists are targeting 
Christians in lockdown and killing them.  In the West the pressure is more subtle, it looks 
more like the description of this beatitude, hatred, exclusion, reviling and spurning.  We 
must being our investigation of these verses by asking ourselves whether we are those who 
are faithful and legitimately warrant the persecution and endure it, or if we are like the seed
among the stony ground?  Are we dominated by the natural desire to please people that lies
within us all or have we taken that instinct captive to Christ?  

As a young Christian I provoked a lot of ire but sadly not all of it was legitimately for Christ. 
In my zeal to get out of my comfort zone, in an impassioned and overcompensating frenetic 
activity I would get in people’s faces, I would shout at them in the streets, I would be more 
interested in dumping my pay load of the gospel than building relationship to ensure a 
constructive hearing of the gospel.  I mistook my bravery in acting against the natural drift 
of my personality in imitation of bold street preachers for a loving obedience to the great 
commission.  People swore at me, avoided me, rejected me and criticized me, but much of it
was not because of the offence of Christ but my own immaturity causing offence.  Although 
there may be some good in this activity, this is not what Christ is approving in this 
beatitude.  We must always ensure that we declare the truth in love that the offence of the 
gospel comes from the sinner’s rejection of Christ and not because of any wrong on our 
part.  

Now v22 lists four ways in which Jesus predicts that His followers will experience 
persecution.  

Firstly, we see that people will hate us.  Why?  Jesus gives us an answer in John 15:18-19, 
‘If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the 
world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I 
chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.’  It hates us because it hates 
Christ.  Why does it hate Christ?  Christ makes claims that He is King and must be obeyed, 
that He is the judge and we must all one day give an account to Him, and that He is a 
Savior because we are incapable of saving ourselves.  When we bear the message that all 
must believe and repent or face Christ in the judgement, this is a message that cuts against 
the rebellious hearts that desires to sin without consequences, to rule itself according to its 
own sinful desires and sees itself as essentially good and not evil.  

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus gives us another reason, 5:10, ‘“Blessed are those who 
are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’  Now we need 
to stress what the text says, it says, ‘because of righteousness’.  There are people who are 



not liked because of everything but righteousness.  Prosperity teachers and hypocrites are 
hated for the right reasons  Nor the Christians who is tactless and in their zeal to spread the
word do it in offensive and insensitive ways.  To be hated for our sins or to be disliked and 
spoken badly of because of our lack of wisdom and mistreatment of people is not 
commendable.  1 Peter 4:14-16 (ESV) “If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.  But let none of you suffer 
as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler.  Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian,
let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.”

The world must hate us because of Jesus in us not our sin or folly.  This normally happens 
when we are seeking to live the Christian life as best we can, and will not run in the sins of 
others.  It is when we don’t swear, tell dirty jokes, participate in cruel pranks, cheat at 
school, be lazy at work, give approval to sexual immorality, watch questionable films with 
our friends, get drunk, etc.  Our walk of holiness causes others to feel their sins, and many 
people react in anger at that.  Even those who feel they are moral will react badly to those 
who are truly righteous.  Look at the religious Pharisees, they were ‘good’, but Jesus was 
righteous.  They hated him, because he made them look bad, and pride does not take to 
being wounded kindly.  But it is not only our actions that convict and make people feel 
uncomfortable, it is also our message.  We tell people that they are not good, but white 
washed tombs, that they are full of hidden sin that is dressed up in with moral make up, but
in secret they are villains.  In our message we do not go along with public opinion.  We say 
that homosexuality is wrong, the sex before marriage is sin, that getting drunk is immoral, 
that abortion is murder and that God will judge them.  Now we must not use the truth as a 
bludgeon, but speak that truth in love.  There are some who offend not in what they say, 
but in how they say it.  We must make sure that it is Jesus in us that the world hates not 
the sin in us.  If this is the case then we will naturally be the salt and the light.

The hatred must be recognised as flowing from the unregenerate heart and the unrenewed 
and deceived mind.  Jesus will show us in the next section that it would be wrong to 
respond in kind but instead we are to love our enemies.  

Secondly we see that they will exclude us.  This is the social cost for following Christ.  This 
has happened on a large scale and can be observed in the fact that we now live in Post-
Christianity.  The Western world which had been shaped by the influence of Christianity has 
cast off its heritage in the Christian worldview.  This has resulted in the marginalization of 
Christianity.  The first disciples were being warned of being excluded from the synagogue 
and being considered true Jews and true followers of God.  We are experiencing the 
exclusion of being seen as part of a redundant worldview that no longer has any value.  
There is a false division between the secular and the sacred and we are being told by our 
policy makers that the only secular ideas are allowed to populate our public spaces.  This 
however is a fallacy, there is no such thing as a secular worldview.  Every worldview has a 
view of God, morality, humanity, and its purpose, which governs what ethic we feel is 
appropriate.  The secular person has a worldview which functions just like a religion, the 
only difference is that they refuse to admit it, and this is where the danger lies and unfair 
treatment comes in.  Part of our witness in an age where people believe that they have no 
religious biases is to expose the hypocritical way in which they commit the sins they accuse 
religious people of committing when they allow their belief systems to take preference in the
public sphere.  I find this to be a fruitful point for evangelism because it forces us to have a 
conversation about the fact that we all have base beliefs that govern our behavior, and this 
opens up the conversation towards things about the gospel.



Thirdly, we see that they will revile you.  This is the verbal assault that we will have to 
endure for following Christ.  Matt. 5:11 puts it this way, ‘“Blessed are you when others revile
you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.’  

Fourthly, we are told that they will spurn our name as evil.  In the first century Christ and 
His disciples were spoken of as being of the devil.  They were accused of being unclean, 
antinomians, unbelieving and apostates.  Spurning someone’s name is the when the 
publicity campaign has successfully vilified the opposition and just the mention of Christian 
says it all.  Today what is Christian associated with?  We are seen as judgmental because of 
our views on homosexual marriage and gender; we are enemies of woman’s rights because 
of our views on abortion and male headship in the home and church; we are seen as 
enemies of the peace because we do not see all religions as equally legitimate; we are 
philosophically antiquated because we believe in objective truth; we are viewed as 
unscientific because we believe in Creation and not Evolution.  And so it goes on.   

We will be treated this way on account of the Son of Man.  It is this Son of Man who is the 
Lord of the Sabbath, it is He who has the authority to forgive sins and to command demons 
and to heal sicknesses.  It is the world that is in the wrong not those who follow their 
Creator.  

Now Jesus tells us that those who are treated in this way are blessed and so should rejoice. 
V23, ‘Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so
their fathers did to the prophets.’  Two reasons are stated for our joy, because our reward is
great and because we are in good company.  There is a reward for those who suffer.  There
is a reward because suffering proves the truth of our faith which ends in salvation.  Paul 
puts it this way to the Philippians when talking about enduring persecution, 1:28, ‘and not 
frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, 
but of your salvation, and that from God.’  Those who are not true believers whose hearts 
are not set on Christ more than their sins will not feel the suffering worth it, and so as a 
result they will not endure persecution they will be quickly exposed as false confessors, as 
the seed sown on stony ground.  But for those who know Christ there is no suffering to 
great that we can endure for Him, nor in His will for us. 
 
Another matter comes up here and it is the matter of quantifiable differences in the levels of
our rewards because of our differing levels of obedience and faithfulness in suffering.  In 
other words, will some get more rewards than others due to more obedience rendered?  
Some have felt that this is a controversial teaching that detracts from Christ and His merit 
which saves us, but I think it is clearly stated in many places that our rewards will differ.  
This extra reward is put forward as both incentive and consolation reminding us of eternal 
treasures that can be increased and never lost though we could lose every earthly 
possession we have, even our lives. 
 
The method of Christ here is to turn our eyes away from this age and its offerings to the 
age to come and all that it offers.  He is calling us to live by faith looking forward to the 
greater riches of what is coming rather than constantly fixated on our losses here.  Whether 
it is watching our pensions shrink due to the economic collapse in light of Covid 19 or the 
loss of life in persecution the remedy is the same, look to the final reward to get you 
through.  Our joy comes from the certainty of this future.  Here is a modern account of how 
this way of thinking comforts the suffering Christian: “ The thirty Christian families stood in 
front of the mosque, surrounded by five hundred Muslims.  ‘You’d better leave Christianity 
and become Muslim again,’ the crowd yelled.  ‘If you do we will help you.  If not we will 
beat you.’



Mira Jarali and his family stood with the others. ‘we were all new converts from Islam, which
makes them really angry,’  he said.  ‘Second generation Christians do not upset them as 
much.’
On that morning, every believer, including women and children, had to stand in front of the 
Muslim leaders for four hours while each family was questioned.  When Mira’s turn came to 
stand before the court, he said, ‘In your religion there is no salvation, no hope for going to 
heaven.  I have Jesus, and now I am whole.  Now Jesus has forgiven my sins and I have 
hope for heaven.’
Following the hearing, all of the Christian families were forbidden to get water from the 
village well.  From that day on, they had to walk and carry their water for more than a mile 
every day.  Then the villagers accused Mira and several others of stealing water.  ‘The police
beat me, kicked me, and put me in prison for thirty days.  I was tied to the back of another 
Christian man.  We were beaten for four days then locked in a cell with sixty Muslim 
prisoners.’
The Muslim prisoners were sympathetic.  ‘it is better that you are Christians,’ they told Mira. 
‘It is a good life.  Muslims are not at peace; they are always fighting each other.’
Mira’s land was confiscated by the village’s Muslim leader, even though Mira’s wife was 
expecting a baby.  Members of his family have been beaten several times.  When they walk 
through the village, people throw mud at them.  The Christians have also been attacked in 
their little house church.  Even though they are all new believers they have not been shaken
by this harsh treatment.
‘We give thanks to God that these things cannot destroy our spirit,’ Mira said.  ‘Jesus told us
that we are only here for a few days.  We have eternal life and will stay with him in heaven. 
He will take care of all of this.’”  (Jesus Freaks p276-277)

Jesus also points out that we are in good company, just as they reject the Messiah, just as 
they rejected the OT prophets so the Jews will reject the disciples’ of Christ.  Jesus is not 
only talking about a Jewish problem of unbelief but a human one.  Once again proving 
ourselves to be in such fine company proves that we will share their destiny.  But there is 
also a note of commiseration that is intended to comfort us.  When we suffer as believers 
we are not alone.  It is not as if we are these lone freaks who have made a colossal mistake
and have provoked a catastrophe that is all our own fault because of our personal failure.  
No, this is a common problem being faced by believers throughout time.  And you are 
grouped together with the greatest saints of the past, those holier than yourself.

Heralded

Jesus then turns His attention to those who are not believers but who are loved by the 
world.  V26, ‘“Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the 
false prophets.’  Wanting to be loved and approved by people is a strong impulse that many 
succumb to.  They are more concerned about what man thinks about them rather than what
God thinks about them.  In Jesus day if you wanted to be well thought of you subscribed to 
the views of the religious establishment, or you kept with the opinion of the masses.  These 
could disagree with each other like the Herodians, Sadducees, Pharisees and Zealots did, 
but all agreed in rejecting Christ.  Christ is often in disagreement with popular religion.  The 
popular religion of the OT which the false prophets gave voice to was a religion that said 
God will not punish sin and destroy Jerusalem; that God will always give victory to Israel 
over her enemies; that God is more worried about His reputation and so has to do good by 
His people and would not want the public embarrassment of His people being made exiles.  
The Prophets spoke peace, and promised happy endings, they gave the people the message
that their itching ears wanted to hear and they were loved.  The true prophets of the OT 
were mocked, attacked and killed.  



How does this look today?  Do you follow the Jesus of Scripture or the Jesus of popular 
thinking, the Jesus that makes sense to your modern sentiments?  Do people warm up to 
you on line because of your worldly ways or do the saint resonate with you because you are
one with them in their pursuit of Christ?  The love of the crowd is a fickle thing that can 
never give you satisfaction.  The crowd of Jerusalem shouted Hosanna when Jesus entered 
Jerusalem, but cried out crucify Him on Good Friday.  Do not live your life seeking the 
approval of the masses but the approval of God.                           


