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In loving memory of  those who lost their  
lives simply for being themselves.
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Fear is a chain reaction in the brain 

caused by stress. Chemicals are released 

that can cause a racing heart and fast 

breathing, among other things. Fear  

response is almost entirely automatic;  

we do not consciously trigger it.

There are many different things that

people fear. Heights, spiders, and public

speaking, to name a few. Some fears

are smaller than others. Some fears take 

over and consume. Some fears take  

lives. And sometimes, people who are  

completely different from one another 

share the same fear.

FEAR?
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It’s not okay to be gay. It will damn the 
soul, destroy the life, and doom any  
nation that tolerates such evil.”

“

AIDS comes from the devil, directly from 
Satan. He uses homosexuals as pawns 
and then he kills them.”

“

I’m very certain that people who have same sex  
attractions suffer from arrested development.”

“

“ I was petrified of being called gay.”
I had a lot of internalized homophobia 
that just kept me in this little ball of  
adolescent tension.”

“

I’m afraid people will look at me differently 
and treat me differently if I come out.”

“

fear [feer] –noun

1. a distressing emotion aroused by  
impending danger, evil, pain, etc., whether  
the threat is real or imagined; the feeling or  
condition of being afraid.

2. a specific instance of or propensity for such  
a feeling: an abnormal fear of heights.

3. concern or anxiety; solicitude: a fear for  
someone’s safety.

4. reverential awe, especially toward god.

5. that which causes a feeling of being afraid; 
that of which a person is afraid: Cancer is a 
common fear. 
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My name’s Shelby, and I have yet to come out of the closet. I’m afraid of my mom rejecting me, though I’m not afraid to get kicked 
out. I’m afraid of my grandma shunning me. I’m afraid of being harassed by homophobic people at my school. I’m afraid of the 
administrators not doing anything about it. I’m afraid of losing my best friends, even though they’re not homophobic. I’m afraid 
of my mom not trusting me to be with my female friends, though we’re not dating. I’m afraid of the straight girl I like abandoning 
me. I’m afraid of people associating things I do with my sexual orientation--i.e. “Oh, she has short hair because she’s gay. She 
wears plaid, she MUST be trying to rub the fact that she’s gay in our faces.” I’m also afraid to not have an “excuse” to not act on 
the homophobia I see all the time.

The homosexual agenda is destroying this nation, okay. It’s just a fact. Not everybody’s lifestyle is equal. Just like not all religions 
are equal. The very fact that I’m talking to you like this today puts me in jeopardy, okay. I’m not anti, I’m not gay-bashing, but ac-
cording to God’s word that is not the right kind of lifestyle. It has deadly consequences for those people involved in it. It has more 
suicides. They’re more discouraged. There’s more illness. Their lifespans are shorter. You know, it’s not a lifestyle that is good for 
this nation. It’s a matter of fact, studies show that no society that has totally embraced homosexuality has lasted more than, you 
know, a few decades. So it’s the death nail for this country. I honestly think it’s the biggest threat, even in our nation. Even more 
so than terrorists, or Islam, okay. -Sally Kern

My name is Sarah and I live in South Jersey. First off, I’m bisexual. A few of my close friends know I’m bisexual, so I’ve stuck my 
foot out of the closet. However I am really paranoid about anyone else finding out. Homosexuals and bisexuals face a lot of nega-
tive and constrictive stereotypes, and high school is a breeding ground for drama and prejudice. The combination of these two 
things makes me feel like its impossible for me to be open about my sexuality in my current situation. I feel like having so many 
people place another label on me would make it even harder to meet new people or feel free to be myself.

We raise an alarm and warn members of the Church to wake up and understand what’s going on. Parents be alert, ever watch-
ful, that this wickedness might threaten your family circle. We teach a standard of moral conduct that will protect us from Satan’s 
many substitutes and counterfeits for marriage. We must understand that any persuasion to enter into any relationship that is not 
in harmony with the principles of the Gospel must be wrong. In the Book of Mormon we learn that “wickedness never was happi-
ness.” Some suppose that they were “pre-set” and cannot overcome what they feel are inborn tendencies toward the impure and 
the unnatural. Not so. Why would our Heavenly Father do that to anyone? Remember, He is our Father. -Boyd K. Packer

PARTS OF THE BRAIN  
INVOLVED IN FEAR RESPONSE

1

2
3

5
4

1 SENSORY CORTEX
Decides where to send incoming sensory data (from eyes, ears, mouth, skin) 

2 THALAMUS
Interprets sensory data

3 HYPOTHALAMUS
Stores and retrieves conscious memories; processes sets of stimuli to establish context 

4 AMYGDALA
Decodes emotions; determines possible threat; stores fear memories

5 HIPPOCAMPUS
Activates “fight or flight” response 
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Homosexuals stay in the closet out of 

fear. Homophobia exists out of fear of  

the unknown or different. Two polar  

opposites are united in fear. 

Over fifty percent of teens report hearing 

anti-gay remarks at school on a regular 

basis. Because of the hatred they are 

faced with, a lot of homosexuals develop 

their own internalized homophobia. 

Sometimes it becomes difficult to draw 

the line between who is homophobic and 

who is homosexual. Hate, negativity, and 

fear are feelings that can be shared by 

both homosexuals and homophobes.

UNITED

OVER 50% OF
TEENS REPORT

HEARING ANTI-GAY 
REMARKS AT
SCHOOL ON A

REGULAR BASIS.
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Justin Aaberg, 15Seth Walsh, 13



13

Raymond Chase, 19Zach Harrington, 19
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Tyler Clementi, 18 Billy Lucas, 15
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EVERY FACE YOU HAVE
JUST SEEN IS THAT OF

A TEEN WHO TOOK THEIR
OWN LIFE DUE TO

ANTI-GAY BULLYING.
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Homophobia is defined as “intense hatred 

or fear of homosexuals or homosexuality.” 

Homophobia can lead to anti-gay bully-

ing. Anti-gay bullying can lead to suicide 

and murder. Innocent lives are taken, 

and fear and hate are responsible. The  

following young men were all murdered 

because of their sexual orientation.

HOMOPHOBIA

33%
OF ALL TEEN SUICIDES 
ARE FROM THE LGBT  
COMMUNITY.
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Jorge Mercado, 19, was murdered by Juan Martinez Matos. Juan Martinez Matos, 25
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Matthew Shepard, 21, was murdered by Russell Henderson  
and Aaron McKinney.

Russell Henderson, 21; Aaron McKinney, 22
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Jason Mattison Jr., 15, was murdered by Dante Parrish. Dante Parrish, 35
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Kristofer King, 17, was murdered by John Ditullio Jr. John Ditullio Jr., 20
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Lawrence King, 15, was murdered by Brandon McInerney. Brandon McInerney, 14
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My name is Laura Menéndez, I’m from Ecuador and I’ve only come out to a friend, a male friend who it also turns out is gay. I still 
haven’t come out to my family and friends; I feel ready to come out, I want to, but then I get scared and mad when I hear them 
talk about something or someone queer and all I hear from them are comments of disgust, hate, and discrimination. They even 
make jokes. I sense that they will reject me, try talk me out of it, feel ashamed of me, blame themselves, blame the media, etc. I 
think probably it is just that I’m afraid of not knowing what is going to happen to me, how the relationship between us is going to 
change when I say it.

I am from Germany (Berlin). I am 21 years old. My parents come from Turkey and I have been growing up with the Turkish tradi-
tion and culture. I have not outed myself because I am afraid of the reaction of my parents; they would be hurt and somehow 
disappointed in me. They would think that I am sick or I don’t know, maybe cursed. We are Muslims and for us the religion plays a 
big role, so homosexuality is seen as a sin for many people although it is nor really mentioned in the Quran. I have read all suras 
of the Quran and have found nothing against it. -G.C.

My name is Kt and I am 19 years old and in college. I live in Los Angeles, CA. I am a lesbian and have been with my girlfriend for 4 
years now. I honestly don’t know what people consider “out” now-a-days. But I am out to all my friends and close people around 
me. I love being gay and completely out to my girlfriend’s family. But I am not out to my parents and family. So, I don’t know what 
to even consider myself. I am afraid of my parents ripping me and my girlfriend apart. I know they are capable of it, and I think 
that is what scares me most. Since I am dependent on them still, they can take everything and anything away from me. I am wor-
ried that my family will shun me away and totally not even consider that I am theirs.

I am afraid of being treated differently, of being hated and not accepted. Worst case scenario, I will be out of the family. Being gay 
in a Muslim community is not something that is easily accepted, so I don’t want to be pushed away. -G.O.

I haven’t come out of the closet yet because I’m a senior in high school and I’m just scared of others’ opinions. There are some 
closed-minded people in my school; I mean, they don’t aprove anything that’s difrent from them. -J.P.

I’m mostly still closeted because being completely okay with who I am is fairly new. I have slowly started coming out and am not 
out to everyone except most of my co-workers and my family. I’m mostly scared of the subsequent conversations and the fact that 
these are people I’m going to have to see daily, no matter how they take it. -Gina R.

I haven’t come out yet because I’m afraid it will change the relationship I have with my family. I’m scared that if I come out, things 
will be different or almost awkward- specifically with my mum. I’m also still in the closet because of school and other kids; I’m an 
8th grader and I don’t know how people would react. No one at my school is out. I want people to know, but at the same time it’s a 
very frightening thing. I would like to know that if I came out, things would be the same. -Hailey E.

I came out pretty early. I was in 8th grade. I am not full lesbian, but liking girls at all was enough to make me uncomfortable in my 
own skin. I started realizing I liked them when I was in 6th grade. I had this best friend, and I wanted to tell her so badly, but I was 
so scared that she would never look at me the same way again and I would be labeled. No one else had come out at this point, so 
I was petrified of being the first. I never came directly out saying “I am bisexual” but I had my first girlfriend in 8th grade and even 
though at the time I was so infatuated with her, I was still afraid to kiss or hug her if there was someone else around. I just didn’t 
want people to whisper behind my back and say cruel things. Of course my closest friends accepted me, but at my young age, 
everyone else’s opinion still mattered. -Miranda D.

My name’s Katie Parkinson. I came out once to my parents a few years ago, it was terrifying, I was worried of being the daughter 
they were ashamed of, kinda, like a black mark on the family sort of thing. My parents were convinced it was a phase. That was 
about 4 years ago, and I’m now with a girl I love more than I could ever express, I know this is not a phase, she’s the love of my 
life, but I don’t wanna have to have the conversation all over again. It was tough enough the first time, and they didn’t believe me, 
I don’t get why it would be different this time. I’m scared of how they’ll react, I love my girlfriend, and that’s all that matters to me, 
but I worry that my parents will dismiss it all over again. I just want acceptance.

Proposition 8 is simple and straightforward. It contains the same 14 words that were previously approved in 2000 by over 61% of 
California voters: “Only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in California.”

Because four activist judges in San Francisco wrongly overturned the people’s vote, we need to pass this measure as a constitu-
tional amendment to restore the definition of marriage as a man and a woman.

Proposition 8 is about preserving marriage; it’s not an attack on the gay lifestyle. Proposition 8 doesn’t take away any rights or 
benefits of gay or lesbian domestic partnerships. Under California law, “domestic partners shall have the same rights, protec-
tions, and benefits” as married spouses. There are NO exceptions. Proposition 8 DID NOT change this.

YES on Proposition 8 did three simple things:

It restored the definition of marriage to what the vast majority of California voters already approved and human history has under-
stood marriage to be.

It overturned the outrageous decision of four activist Supreme Court judges who ignored the will of the people.

It protects our children from being taught in public schools that “same-sex marriage” is the same as traditional marriage.

Proposition 8 protects marriage as an essential institution of society. While death, divorce, or other circumstances may prevent 
the ideal, the best situation for a child is to be raised by a married mother and father.

The narrow decision of the California Supreme Court isn’t just about “live and let live.” State law may require teachers to instruct 
children as young as kindergarteners about marriage. If the gay marriage ruling is not overturned, TEACHERS COULD BE RE-
QUIRED to teach young children there is no difference between gay marriage and traditional marriage.

We should not accept a court decision that may result in public schools teaching our kids that gay marriage is okay. That is an 
issue for parents to discuss with their children according to their own values and beliefs. It shouldn’t be forced on us against our 
will.

Some will try to tell you that Proposition 8 takes away legal rights of gay domestic partnerships. That is false. Proposition 8 DOES 
NOT take away any of those rights and does not interfere with gays living the lifestyle they choose.

However, while gays have the right to their private lives, they do not have the right to redefine marriage for everyone else.

CALIFORNIANS HAVE NEVER VOTED FOR SAME-SEX MARRIAGE. If gay activists want to legalize gay marriage, they should put 
it on the ballot. Instead, they have gone behind the backs of voters and convinced four activist judges in San Francisco to redefine 
marriage for the rest of society. That is the wrong approach.

Proposition 8 RESTORED the definition of marriage that was approved by over 61% of voters, overturning the decision of four 
activist judges. Voting YES protected our children. -Ron Prentice

The Bible’s condemnation of homosexuality is as clear and plain as the Bible’s condemnation of murder, adultery, premarital sex, 
kidnapping, lying and idolatry. Further, for me to openly condemn homosexuality theologically makes me no more a “gay basher” 
than I am an “adultery basher”, “premarital sex basher”, “kidnapper basher” or a “murderer basher”. If you disagree, your argu-
ment is with God’s Bible.

My name’s Shelby, and I have yet to come out of the closet. I’m afraid of my mom rejecting me, though I’m not afraid to get kicked 
out. I’m afraid of my grandma shunning me. I’m afraid of being harassed by homophobic people at my school. I’m afraid of the 
administrators not doing anything about it. I’m afraid of losing my best friends, even though they’re not homophobic. I’m afraid 
of my mom not trusting me to be with my female friends, though we’re not dating. I’m afraid of the straight girl I like abandoning 
me. I’m afraid of people associating things I do with my sexual orientation--i.e. “Oh, she has short hair because she’s gay. She 
wears plaid, she MUST be trying to rub the fact that she’s gay in our faces.” I’m also afraid to not have an “excuse” to not act on 
the homophobia I see all the time.

The homosexual agenda is destroying this nation, okay. It’s just a fact. Not everybody’s lifestyle is equal. Just like not all religions 
are equal. The very fact that I’m talking to you like this today puts me in jeopardy, okay. I’m not anti, I’m not gay-bashing, but ac-
cording to God’s word that is not the right kind of lifestyle. It has deadly consequences for those people involved in it. It has more 
suicides. They’re more discouraged. There’s more illness. Their lifespans are shorter. You know, it’s not a lifestyle that is good for 
this nation. It’s a matter of fact, studies show that no society that has totally embraced homosexuality has lasted more than, you 
know, a few decades. So it’s the death nail for this country. I honestly think it’s the biggest threat, even in our nation. Even more 
so than terrorists, or Islam, okay. -Sally Kern

My name is Sarah and I live in South Jersey. First off, I’m bisexual. A few of my close friends know I’m bisexual, so I’ve stuck my 
foot out of the closet. However I am really paranoid about anyone else finding out. Homosexuals and bisexuals face a lot of nega-
tive and constrictive stereotypes, and high school is a breeding ground for drama and prejudice. The combination of these two 
things makes me feel like its impossible for me to be open about my sexuality in my current situation. I feel like having so many 
people place another label on me would make it even harder to meet new people or feel free to be myself.

We raise an alarm and warn members of the Church to wake up and understand what’s going on. Parents be alert, ever watch-
ful, that this wickedness might threaten your family circle. We teach a standard of moral conduct that will protect us from Satan’s 
many substitutes and counterfeits for marriage. We must understand that any persuasion to enter into any relationship that is not 
in harmony with the principles of the Gospel must be wrong. In the Book of Mormon we learn that “wickedness never was happi-
ness.” Some suppose that they were “pre-set” and cannot overcome what they feel are inborn tendencies toward the impure and 
the unnatural. Not so. Why would our Heavenly Father do that to anyone? Remember, He is our Father. -Boyd K. Packer

I’m a queer that has yet to come out. I’m afraid of being kicked out of my home due to my parents being homophobic, and I’m 
scared of being bullied. People say that words don’t hurt, but when you hear it so often it breaks down who you are. I’m still in the 
closet because I’m waiting to find the perfect feeling of acceptance by my family. I’m worried that I may lose touch with my family 
and friends. I’m worried that by being openly homosexual others will judge me inappropriately, and therefore lose opportunities 
for personal growth and cultural healing. -Sara Matthews

Well, I’m – it doesn’t matter what I think. What matters is what the Bible says. And I’m really concerned about our country be-
cause immorality is – well, let’s see. Secular humanism rules the airwaves, and it’s stealing the innocence away from this whole 
generation of children. My daughter’s a teenager and I can’t find any show that she can watch. Basically, the Bible says homo-
sexuality is a sin. But it has also – gossip is listed in the same paragraph as an equal sin. And the reason the Bible tells us what is 
a sin is to point us to the savior and show us we need one, Jesus Christ. And I have noticed that the liberal agenda is anti-Christ 
and – I mean anti-Jesus. -Victoria Jackson
My name is Kristie. I’m 16 and a sophomore in high school. I am also a lesbian. I haven’t come out of the closet for many reasons. 
I am mainly afraid that when I officially come out I will lose a lot of good friends. Most of my friends are religious people who 
strictly follow the Bible; if I came out I don’t think things would be the same. My school isn’t exactly gay friendly, either. We have 
no GSA or any support groups for gay teenagers around my area. I have a gay pride necklace that I keep in my desk drawer, but I 
am too afraid to wear it. I’m afraid people will look at me differently and treat me differently if I come out. One day I will gain the 
strength to wear my necklace to school.

My name is Madison. I’m 14 and in the closet. I know some people would claim that since I’m so young it would actually be a good 
idea to just stay in the closet, but honestly that’s the last thing I want to do. I fully accept myself and I’m ready to share that with 
people, but I guess I’m worried about how people are going to take it.

What am I afraid of? I guess being completely rejected from the ones I truly love and call family. I’m afraid of being called an 
outcast and some trying to tell me I’ve been taken over by the devil or strayed away from church too much. The idea of being 
tormented by family completely terrifies me and makes me want to move away and live in complete secrecy. Living like this is 
not the best, and I would do anything for people to just let me be who I am meant to be without judgment or criticism. -Carlee 
Moore

I was afraid that everyone would view me differently and I guess I was just mainly afraid that people would see me as someone 
else, someone that was different from themselves, someone who might fancy them (most of my friends are girls). I think I was 
most afraid of losing everyone that was close to me in my life and that people wouldn’t accept me for who I am. I guess it’s just 
the fear of the unknown and a fear of people’s reactions. -Vicky Lowry

My name is Elise. I’m lesbian, and yes, I’ve come out to a few people. But it’s not full-blown, yet. I haven’t told any of my fam-
ily (except immediate family) or a lot of my friends yet. What scares me is that people will label me, and brand me as a freak 
because I like chicks. What I’m most worried about is that I’ll lose some close people in my life. I don’t mind being made fun of, 
or even being bullied physically, but I can’t stand the thought of my friends not liking me anymore because of the way I love.

My name’s Sarah, and to add to the context, I’m 16. You know, I don’t quite know why I’m not completely out. Probably because 
coming out to other people has ended/started really poorly. So, yes, fear is a big part of my life (not exclusively to my sexuality 
because I’m scared of a lot of things) and I hope to be able to move forward from it in the next few years.

My name is Barbara Lehtna (from Estonia) and I’m still pretty much in the closet. Well, at least my family doesn’t know; all my 
friends know though. My decision not to come out is based on the fear of breaking my mom’s and grandmother’s heart. I know 
that when I come out, they have to go through this major set of emotions and feelings. 
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I’m Lauren Smith. I’m 15 years old and I’m a lesbian. All of my friends know that I’m 
gay but none of my family knows. I’m afraid of not being what people want/expect me 
to be. I’m still in the closet because I am afraid of being treated differently by my par-
ents and family. I’m scared that my religious grandparents wont love me the same any 
more if I come out (my grandma says tampons are wrong before marriage so I don’t 
think this would go over easy with them). I’m afraid that my parents will be mean to-
wards me because they won’t know how to respond. My worst fear is them acting like 
I’m not gay and pointing boys out to me or just not acknowledging it at all. I currently 
have a lesbian friend that my mom doesn’t like (because I believe she knows some-
thing is up) and I’m afraid I wont be able to have any friends stay the night because 
my mom will think they’re gay. I guess to sum it up I’m mostly afraid of not being ac-
cepted.

I am Nancy R. and I’ve been out of the closet the last few years. Right now I don’t have 
any problems, but considering that I’ve realized that I was homosexual in Junior High 
School and came out of the closet three years later, I am sure that you can under-
stand that it wasn’t all good and sunny. There were many reasons why I was afraid to 
announce to my family and my friends this “special” trait of mine. I was afraid to tell 
my friends because they would abandon me or even worse, beat me up or rape me 
(I didn’t have lady friends only, there were guys amongst them) and the fact that my 
family’s opinion was in the shadows kept me from telling them, because I just didn’t 
know what would happen (fear the unknown they say!). I won’t tell my father because 
he’ll probably shave my hair or assault me and no matter how strong I am, I can’t re-
ally defeat him.

The main reason that I don’t want to come out to the rest of my family is disappoint-
ment. They see it as wrong. I hate disappointing people and I do everything I can to 
make everyone else happy. So I see it as better if I just keep it to myself. I’m also afraid 
that if I did tell them straight out, they would stop helping with school. I’m scared that 
I wouldn’t be able to finish college. I’m worried that I’ll lose those family members 
that I’m close to, such as my Grandmother and Father. Sometimes I feel so weak be-
cause I can’t just say fuck this and be who I am. -Denise Flournoy

Before I came out, I was just filled with a lot of doubt. I didn’t want to think that I was 
gay because it scared me (because my religion isn’t super-supportive). I was also kind 
of afraid of being judged, seen differently, my family freaking out. -Steph

If that’s not enough, children who do not live with their married, biological par-
ents are at heightened risk for intergenerational poverty, early sexual activity and 
pregnancy, and are far more likely to face problems in school and the labor force 
as they enter adulthood.

As we noted in our Findings of Facts document submitted to the court, “many of 
the negative outcomes associated with not being raised by married, biological 
parents become more pronounced (or at least more measurable) in adolescence 
or early adulthood.” In other words, if the challenges that can be brought about 
by living outside the traditional two-parent family aren’t immediately revealed, it 
is quite likely, according to social science, that they will become apparent later in 
life. That is not the kind of environment any parent or any society should inten-
tionally choose for a child.

These are impacts that have been carefully studied and the results are sol-
idly supported. On the other hand, the rarity and novelty of same-sex parenting 
means social scientists are currently unable to draw meaningful conclusions 
about its impact on children. That is why there is such uproar over legislators 
and judges foisting same-sex marriage as a social experiment upon children.

Yet we are being asked by same-sex marriage advocates to put aside what we 
know for sure for a “cross your fingers and hope for the best” approach because 
it suits the political agenda and desire of adults.

To be sure, raising children today is infinitely more difficult than in past genera-
tions. Many single moms and dads do heroic work every day to raise their chil-
dren in a loving, secure and safe environment. They have earned our respect and 
admiration. But laws and public policies are supposed to promote the ideal – the 
“common good” – for society, especially when it comes to our children. A child 
who is left fatherless through divorce or abandonment can certainly be lovingly 
raised by her mother, just as a single dad can lovingly raise his child without a 
mother. But to promote the idea of purposefully depriving children of a mother 
or a father simply because a miniscule portion of the population wants to experi-
ment with homosexual marriage is not an acceptable risk. -Ron Prentice

My name is Isabella Conradi. I’m 15. I guess why I haven’t come out yet is really just because I’m worried that people won’t like 
me anymore. That people will talk about me behind my back, or make fun of me. I’m also not very good at having serious talks 
with people, and I don’t really have any close friends who I feel comfortable talking to about my sexuality. I also don’t want people 
to place labels on me, because I know that when I first realized that I was gay, I was worried because of how lesbians are so often 
portrayed in the media. I didn’t want to have to fit this certain personality, and a lot of what I had seen didn’t seem like me at all. 
Now I realize of course that everyone’s different and that my sexuality just makes me more of an individual. I just don’t know if 
other people understand that. And I don’t want my friends who are girls to feel awkward around me.

I’m in university and I had my first girlfriend in high school. I remember I did not want to tell my parents and my friends, because 
I was afraid of their reactions. Indeed, I was really terrified that it would change something. -A.F.

My name is Lisa Knight. I’m nineteen years old from Atlanta, Georgia. I am out as a lesbian to all of my friends, but I am not out 
to any of my family members. What am I afraid of? My family is Catholic. My parents, sister, and grandparents are really the only 
practicing members of my family, and they are all devout followers of the faith. I am not as much afraid of coming out to my par-
ents as I am afraid of accepting the fact that life is going to be harder after I do come out to them. I’m an independent person by 
nature, so if they kicked me out I would be able to handle it. It’s the thought of losing the people that should really be helping me 
through this that scares me.

I’m Linzy Bradley. At first I was afraid that my parents wouldn’t accept me. I was also scared that my friends wouldn’t want to be 
around me. I wanted to be accepted like a normal teenager. I was worried that my parents would disown me.

I was super homophobic in middle and high school. LGBT people weirded me out, made me uncomfortable, and I was convinced 
something was wrong with them. Now that I look back on it, I suspect one of the reasons I was so uncomfortable is because I 
definitely had crushes on some of the out lesbians in our school - not that I recognized them as such at the time. I think what 
scared me so much was that they were different, and that I had always been told that they were gross. I only felt uncomfortable if 
I was around them, so I avoided LGBT people like the plague, and openly questioned why on earth our high school needed a GSA. 
And I was convinced that somehow lesbians especially were going to convert me. Turns out, I didn’t need much converting at all. 
-Lisa

My name is Sarah and I’m bisexual. I’ve come out to all of my friends but I haven’t told my parents or family yet. I know my mom 
will be accepting, but I haven’t told her yet for a few reasons. First of all, I’ve always been in long term relationships with guys. It 
used to feel like there was no point in telling her until I started dating a girl. It felt too... sexual to share. It felt too personal and I 
thought telling her would be really awkward. I was also kind of afraid she’d think it was just a phase or something. But now I’ve 
realized it’s part of who I am, so I need to tell her. But with my dad, I don’t know how he’ll take it. I know he’ll love me no matter 
what, but I’m afraid he’ll be...disappointed. He’s a pretty closed-minded person (it’s just the way he was raised) and his brother is 
gay. I’m afraid he’ll feel like he’s “surrounded” by queers or something. That he’ll wish he had a “normal” family. I’m afraid he’ll 
be mad or upset. I just don’t want to hurt him or make him feel uncomfortable around me.

I think I’m scared of coming out because I don’t know how my friends will react. I’m scared that are they’re going to be scared of 
me or they’re going to think I’m not the same person as I was before I came out. I know that this is wrong, but they’re diffrent. I’m 
scared of their reaction. I’m waiting for the right time to tell them, because I know that I have to and I’ll definitely do it some time. 
-Vanessa

I haven’t come out because I don’t want to deal with talking about it.  I’m easily embarrassed and have anxiety so I don’t really like 
being in confrontational type of situations.  My mom is a big talker too. I haven’t had a girlfriend or much experience with girls. 
I know this is not a good reason but it’s still holding me back. I don’t like to go through big changes with myself.  Well, not that I 
don’t like to change, it’s healthy, I just don’t like dealing with people’s reactions to me changing. -A.S.

The homosexual community has two ways of promoting their personal choices of being homosexual through the religious forum. 
First, some will claim the Bible actually promotes and condones homosexuality. Second, others try to get the Bible banned from 
public use by categorizing it as hate literature.

For any to use the Bible to condone rather than condemn homosexual activity in the theological arena just proves such a one has 
absolutely no idea what the Bible actually teaches. For anyone to suggest the Bible says homosexual activity is acceptable to God, 
is nothing short of willful blindness. So to set the record straight once and for all, here is what the Bible teaches on the subject.

Anyone who has heard of the cities of “Sodom and Gommorah” knows that they were notorious hotbeds of homosexuality. Gen 
19:5-8 “and they called to Lot and said to him, ‘Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may 
have relations with them.’ But Lot went out to them at the doorway, and shut the door behind him, and said, ‘Please, my brothers, 
do not act wickedly.’” The Greek word in the New Testament for homosexuality is literally “a sodomite”. Jock is trying to redefine 
what the term “sodomite” means. (A term that has unchanged in 5000 years, even today- “sodomy”) Apart from the fact the city 
was clearly destroyed by God because of homosexuality in the narrative of Gen 19, even the New Testament clearly states exactly 
the same thing in Jude 7 “Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged 
in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example, in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.” Any 
sinner should always remember that the God who commands us to love our neighbour is the same God who will cast any and 
all unrepentant sinners into the “eternal fire”. Here are more Bible quotes, Lev 18:22-23 “You shall not lie with a male as one 
lies with a female; it is an abomination.” Lev 20:13 “If there is a man who lies with a male as those who lie with a woman, both 
of them have committed a detestable act; they shall surely be put to death.” 1 Cor 6:9 “Or do you not know that the unrighteous 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
homosexuals” 1 Tim 1:9-10 “realizing the fact that (civil) law is not made for a righteous man, but for those who are lawless and 
rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers and 
immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and perjurers” Rom 1:26-27 “For this reason God gave them over to de-
grading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way also the men 
abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent 
acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.”

If the homosexual community chooses to practice homosexuality in privacy, that is there free choice. But let such persons know 
for certain that the Christian Bible condemns all such practices and God will judge them unfit for the kingdom of heaven if the 
continue to practice and openly promote homosexual sex. -Bob Davies

Perhaps the most critical feature of traditional marriage is the impact the institution has on the creation and raising of children. 
Simple biology proves that relationships only between a man and woman can result in the creation of a child.  It just can’t hap-
pen between two men or two women. Further, experts around the globe agree that the ideal family structure for a child is a family 
headed by two biological parents in a low-conflict marriage. Logically, it only makes sense that society would want to encourage 
marriage between a child’s biological mother and father, and that is exactly what California (and virtually every other state) has 
always done. But more than logic supports the public policy adopted by the voters when they enacted Proposition 8.

The contention that there is no discernable difference in the impact on the cognitive, emotional and social well-being of a child 
between opposite-sex married couples and homosexual couples just isn’t borne out by social science.  It is at the core of why 
Prop 8 was placed on the ballot and why more than seven million Californians supported it.

Like everything else in life, there are exceptions to the rule, but social science research indicates that children who grow up in a 
family setting other than with their two biological parents are at greater risk for a host of negative challenges, including health 
problems, premature mortality, suicide, alcohol and drug abuse, criminal behavior, and incarceration.
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What am I afraid of? I guess being completely rejected from the ones I truly love and call family. I’m afraid of being 
called an outcast and some trying to tell me I’ve been taken over by the devil or strayed away from church too much. 
The idea of being tormented by family completely terrifies me and makes me want to move away and live in complete 
secrecy. Living like this is not the best, and I would do anything for people to just let me be who I am meant to be 
without judgment or criticism. -Carlee Moore

I was afraid that everyone would view me differently and I guess I was just mainly afraid that people would see me as 
someone else, someone that was different from themselves, someone who might fancy them (most of my friends are 
girls). I think I was most afraid of losing everyone that was close to me in my life and that people wouldn’t accept me 
for who I am. I guess it’s just the fear of the unknown and a fear of people’s reactions. -Vicky Lowry

My name is Elise. I’m lesbian, and yes, I’ve come out to a few people. But it’s not full-blown, yet. I haven’t told any of 
my family (except immediate family) or a lot of my friends yet. What scares me is that people will label me, and brand 
me as a freak because I like chicks. What I’m most worried about is that I’ll lose some close people in my life. I don’t 
mind being made fun of, or even being bullied physically, but I can’t stand the thought of my friends not liking me  
anymore because of the way I love.

My name is Sarah, and to add to the context, I’m 16. You know, I don’t quite know why I’m not completely out. Probably 
because coming out to other people has ended/started really poorly. So, yes, fear is a big part of my life (not exclusive-
ly to my sexuality because I’m scared of a lot of things) and I hope to be able to move forward from it in the next few 
years.

My name is Barbara Lehtna (from Estonia) and I’m still pretty much in the closet. Well, at least my family doesn’t 
know; all my friends know though. My decision not to come out is based on the fear of breaking my mom’s and grand-
mother’s heart. I know that when I come out, they have to go through this major set of emotions and feelings. 

The homosexual agenda is destroying this nation, okay. It’s just a fact. Not everybody’s lifestyle is equal. Just like 
not all religions are equal. The very fact that I’m talking to you like this today puts me in jeopardy, okay. I’m not anti, 
I’m not gay-bashing, but according to God’s word that is not the right kind of lifestyle. It has deadly consequences 
for those people involved in it. It has more suicides. They’re more discouraged. There’s more illness. Their lifespans 
are shorter. You know, it’s not a lifestyle that is good for this nation. It’s a matter of fact, studies show that no society 
that has totally embraced homosexuality has lasted more than, you know, a few decades. So it’s the death nail for 
this country. I honestly think it’s the biggest threat, even in our nation. Even more so than terrorists, or Islam, okay. 
-Sally Kern

We raise an alarm and warn members of the Church to wake up and understand what’s going on. Parents be alert, 
ever watchful, that this wickedness might threaten your family circle. We teach a standard of moral conduct that will 
protect us from Satan’s many substitutes and counterfeits for marriage. We must understand that any persuasion to 
enter into any relationship that is not in harmony with the principles of the Gospel must be wrong. In the Book of Mor-
mon we learn that “wickedness never was happiness.” Some suppose that they were “pre-set” and cannot overcome 
what they feel are inborn tendencies toward the impure and the unnatural. Not so. Why would our Heavenly Father do 
that to anyone? Remember, He is our Father. -Boyd K. Packer

Well, I’m – it doesn’t matter what I think. What matters is what the Bible says. And I’m really concerned about our 
country because immorality is – well, let’s see. Secular humanism rules the airwaves, and it’s stealing the innocence 
away from this whole generation of children. My daughter’s a teenager and I can’t find any show that she can watch. 
Basically, the Bible says homosexuality is a sin. But it has also – gossip is listed in the same paragraph as an equal 
sin. And the reason the Bible tells us what is a sin is to point us to the savior and show us we need one, Jesus Christ. 
And I have noticed that the liberal agenda is anti-Christ and – I mean anti-Jesus. -Victoria Jackson
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The homosexual community has two ways of promoting their personal choic-es of being homosexual through the religious forum. First, some will claim the Bible actually promotes and condones homosexuality. Second, others try to get the Bible banned from public use by categorizing it as hate literature.
For any to use the Bible to condone rather than condemn homosexual activity in the theological arena just proves such a one has absolutely no idea what the Bible actually teaches. For anyone to suggest the Bible says homosexual activ-ity is acceptable to God, is nothing short of willful blindness. So to set the record straight once and for all, here is what the Bible teaches on the subject.
Anyone who has heard of the cities of “Sodom and Gommorah” knows that they were notorious hotbeds of homosexuality. Gen 19:5-8 “and they called to Lot and said to him, ‘Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may have relations with them.’ But Lot went out to them at the doorway, and shut the door behind him, and said, ‘Please, my brothers, do not act wickedly.’” The Greek word in the New Testament for homosexuality is liter-ally “a sodomite”. Jock is trying to redefine what the term “sodomite” means. (A term that has unchanged in 5000 years, even today- “sodomy”) Apart from the fact the city was clearly destroyed by God because of homosexuality in the nar-rative of Gen 19, even the New Testament clearly states exactly the same thing in Jude 7 “Just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example, in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.” Any sinner should always remember that the God who commands us to love our neighbour is the same God who will cast any and all unrepentant sin-ners into the “eternal fire”. Here are more Bible quotes, Lev 18:22-23 “You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a female; it is an abomination.” Lev 20:13 “If there is a man who lies with a male as those who lie with a woman, both of them have committed a detestable act; they shall surely be put to death.” 1 Cor 6:9 “Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals” 1 Tim 1:9-10 “realizing the fact that (civil) law is not made for a righteous man, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their fa-thers or mothers, for murderers and immoral men and homosexuals and kid-nappers and liars and perjurers” Rom 1:26-27 “For this reason God gave them 

My name is Isabella Conradi. I’m 15. I guess why I haven’t come out yet is really just be-
cause I’m worried that people won’t like me anymore. That people will talk about me be-
hind my back, or make fun of me. I’m also not very good at having serious talks with peo-
ple, and I don’t really have any close friends who I feel comfortable talking to about my 
sexuality. I also don’t want people to place labels on me, because I know that when I first 
realized that I was gay, I was worried because of how lesbians are so often portrayed in 
the media. I didn’t want to have to fit this certain personality, and a lot of what I had seen 
didn’t seem like me at all. Now I realize of course that everyone’s different and that my 
sexuality just makes me more of an individual. I just don’t know if other people under-
stand that. And I don’t want my friends who are girls to feel awkward around me.

I’m in university and I had my first girlfriend in high school. I remember I did not want to 
tell my parents and my friends, because I was afraid of their reactions. Indeed, I was re-
ally terrified that it would change something. -A.F.

My name is Lisa Knight. I’m nineteen years old from Atlanta, Georgia. I am out as a les-
bian to all of my friends, but I am not out to any of my family members. What am I afraid 
of? My family is Catholic. My parents, sister, and grandparents are really the only prac-
ticing members of my family, and they are all devout followers of the faith. I am not as 
much afraid of coming out to my parents as I am afraid of accepting the fact that life is 
going to be harder after I do come out to them. I’m an independent person by nature, so 
if they kicked me out I would be able to handle it. It’s the thought of losing the people that 
should really be helping me through this that scares me.

afraid 

afraid scared

scared

evil 

devil

afraid 



41

Sometimes, the most homophobic  

people turn out to have homosexual 

urges. A study at the University  

of Georgia found this to be true. 

Sixty-four straight males with an  

average age of twenty were divided  

into two groups: homophobic men  

and non-homophobic men. They were 

then shown lesbian, gay and straight  

pornography clips. Both groups were  

significantly aroused by the lesbian  

and straight porn. However, only the  

homophobic men showed a significant 

increase in penile circumference in  

response to the gay male porn.

HYPOCRISY

A STUDY AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA

FOUND THAT HOMOPHOBIC
MEN ARE CONSIDERABLY

MORE LIKELY TO BE
AROUSED BY HOMO-

EROTIC IMAGERY THAN
NON-HOMOPHOBIC MEN.
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BOB ALLEN
REPUBLICAN MEMBER OF THE FLORIDA STATE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SUPPORTED A BAN ON SAME-SEX COUPLES 
ADOPTING CHILDREN

RICHARD CURTIS
REPUBLICAN MEMBER OF THE WASHINGTON STATE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

VOTED AGAINST DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS FOR
SAME-SEX COUPLES

VOTED AGAINST A BILL PROHIBITING SEXUAL
ORIENTATION DISCRIMINATION IN THE WORKPLACE

OFFERED $20 TO A MALE 
UNDERCOVER COP IN 
EXCHANGE FOR ORAL SEX

HAD SEX WITH A GAY 
MALE PORN STAR AND 
WORE LINGERIE UNDER 
HIS CLOTHING
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TED HAGGARD
LEADER OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF  
EVANGELICALS

TAUGHT THAT HOMOSEXUALITY IS AN  
ABOMINATION

ACTIVELY LOBBIED AGAINST GAY RIGHTS

ROY ASHBURN

REPUBLICAN CALIFORNIA STATE SENATOR

VOTED AGAINST A DAY HONORING SLAIN GAY 
RIGHTS ACTIVIST HARVEY MILK

VOTED AGAINST EXPANDING ANTI-DISCRIMINATION 
LAWS

VOTED AGAINST GAY MARRIAGE

WAS CAUGHT DRUNK 
DRIVING WITH A MALE 
LOVER IN THE CAR AND 
LATER PUBLICLY CAME 
OUT OF THE CLOSET

HIRED MALE PROSTITUTES
TO HAVE SEX WITH HIM
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GLENN MURPHY JR.
NATIONAL CHAIRMAN OF THE YOUNG  
REPUBLICANS AND CHAIRMAN OF THE CLARK 
COUNTY REPUBLICAN PARTY

ANTI-GAY MARRIAGE

DAVID DREIER
REPUBLICAN MEMBER OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

VOTED AGAINST GAY MARRIAGE

VOTED AGAINST GAY ADOPTION

VOTED AGAINST INCLUSION OF SEXUAL 
ORIENTATION BEING INCLUDED IN HATE CRIME 
LEGISLATION

PAID HIS CHIEF OF STAFF TO 
HAVE SEX WITH HIM

TWICE ACCUSED OF 
GETTING MEN DRUNK 
AND PERFORMING ORAL 
SEX ON THEM
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LARRY CRAIG
IDAHO STATE SENATOR

TWICE VOTED TO CONSTITUTIONALLY BAN  
SAME-SEX MARRIAGE

TWICE VOTED AGAINST THE INCLUSION OF SEXUAL 
ORIENTATION BEING INCLUDED IN HATE CRIME
LEGISLATION

EDDIE LONG
PASTOR OF THE NEW BIRTH MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH

LED A MARCH IN THE NAME OF DEFINING  
MARRIAGE AS BETWEEN A MAN AND A WOMAN

BELIEVES THE CHURCH CAN SAVE PEOPLE FROM 
HOMOSEXUALITY

GAVE MULTIPLE MEN CASH 
AND GIFTS IN EXCHANGE 
FOR SEX

SOLICITED SEX FROM A 
MALE UNDERCOVER COP IN 
AN AIRPORT BATHROOM
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What’s to come? Sometimes it saddens

me to think about how much hate and 

discrimination still exists in this day and 

age. Still, I do have faith that things 

will get better. I have to, otherwise the 

thought is unbearable. 

I see a future where one day we will be 

able to look back on homophobia as a 

thing of the past. We all love and we all 

fear. We are all equal, and hopefully the 

future will bring equal rights to all.

I leave you with some final quotes and 

my own thoughts in response to them.

FUTURE
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“DON’T PUT NASTY LABELS UPON OUR 

MOTIVES. THAT’S BEING JUDGEMENTAL 

AND UNFAIR.” –Bob Davies

Who is Bob Davies? He is the past  

President of Exodus International and 

a self-proclaimed “ex-gay.” He’s married 

to a woman. This quote is so interesting 

to me because when you read it, it 

really sounds like it’s coming from a 

homosexual and not someone totally 

against homosexuality. It astounds me 

that someone can try to redistribute 

hate like that, and try to call gay people 

“unfair” and “judgemental.” The fact that 

Mr. Davies calls himself an “ex-gay” is 

almost comical to me. I don’t believe in 

such a thing. I think he is so far in the 

closet that he likes it in there.

“IT’S BETTER TO BE BLACK THAN GAY 

BECAUSE WHEN YOU’RE BLACK YOU 

DON’T HAVE TO TELL YOUR MOTHER.” 

–Charles Pierce

I’ve always found it interesting that when 

you’re gay, you ultimately have to “come 

out of the closet.” I think this is a bit 

odd. Why do we have to come out and 

tell everyone who we are attracted to? 

How come straight people don’t have to 

come out and tell everyone that they’re 

straight? I can just picture it. “Mom, Dad, 

I have something to tell you. I’m straight. 

Oh, you are too? Cool.” I guess the reason 

gay people have to come out is because 

it’s not the “norm.” I think it’s ridiculous. 

Closets are for clothes, not people.

“BISEXUALITY IMMEDIATELY DOUBLES 

YOUR CHANCES FOR A DATE ON  

SATURDAY NIGHT.” –Woody Allen

Don’t get me wrong, I’m all about the 

ladies. But there was a time when I 

thought I was bisexual and I can tell you, 

it doesn’t double your chances for a date. 

Being bisexual doesn’t mean you are 

attracted to everybody. It just means 

you are attracted to the person, not 

the gender. Another misconception is 

that bisexuals are promiscuous. Sexual 

orientation and promiscuity do not go 

hand in hand. For instance, a straight man 

isn’t into every woman he sees. A straight 

woman isn’t into every man she sees. 

Bisexuals aren’t into every person they 

see. Get the picture?

“THERE IS A RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 

HOMOSEXUALITY AND PAEDOPHILIA.” 

–Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone

It’s quotes like this one that really grind 

my gears. Cardinal Bertone’s statement 

makes as much sense as saying there’s a 

relationship between kittens and pencil 

sharpeners. In other words, the two are 

not related at all. Cardinal Bertone clearly 

thinks homosexuality and paedophilia are 

both wrong, and has therefore related the 

two. Paedophilia is OF COURSE wrong. 

Homosexuality isn’t even in the same 

category. Being a paedophile is a choice. 

A horrible choice that involves taking 

advantage of children and is punishable 

by law. Homosexuality is about love. You 

don’t choose who you fall in love with. 

“PEOPLE SHOULD BE VERY FREE WITH 

SEX, THEY SHOULD DRAW THE LINE AT 

GOATS.” –Elton John

I look up to celebrities who aren’t afraid 

to come out and be who they are. It’s 

difficult for anyone to come out of the 

closet, whether you are famous or not. It’s 

much harder if you are in the public eye. 

You have so many people looking at you 

and judging your every move. Ever since  

I was little I can remember being aware  

of out celebrities such as Elton John 

and Ellen DeGeneres. At that time I  

didn’t know I was gay, but even then I 

thought it was admirable of them to be 

so comfortable with their sexuality.

“IF I WANT TO GO TO A PARTY WITH A 

FEW MALE FRIENDS, IT DOESN’T MEAN 

I’M GAY.” –Leonardo DiCaprio

A lot of people (males in particular), 

seem to have a fear of being viewed as 

homosexual. They will go out of their 

way, even sometimes into the territory 

of being hateful and mean, to prove that 

they aren’t gay. When I was figuring out 

my sexuality and still dating men, I had a 

boyfriend who had a lot of homophobic 

friends. I remember sitting around with 

them, feeling utterly disgusted by their 

behavior. They’d use words like “faggot” 

and would talk about how gays don’t  

belong in the military and how two  

women can’t have real sex with 

each other.

“IF HOMOSEXUALITY WAS THE 

NORMAL WAY, GOD WOULD HAVE 

MADE ADAM AND BRUCE.” 

–Anita Bryant

When you look up Anita Bryant, three 

things come up. American singer, former 

beauty queen, and gay rights opponent. 

I will never, ever, understand how people 

can fight against equal rights. Religion is 

almost always behind the hatred toward 

homosexuality. Anita Bryant says, “If 

homosexuality was the normal way, God 

would have made Adam and Bruce.” Well, 

Bruce sure as hell exists, doesn’t he? So 

who made Bruce? Satan? We are all equal 

and we should all be treated equally. I 

don’t care if you aren’t comfortable with 

it, just don’t take my rights away.

“GAY PEOPLE OFTEN LOVE AWARD 

SHOWS.” –Crunkish.com

Homophobes and biggots and stereo-

types, oh my! “You’re a dyke, so you must 

love softball.” “You’re a faggot, so you 

must love musicals.” Why do stereotypes 

exist? Because people generalize and 

simplify everything. Everyone is put into 

a category and put into a little box. Not 

all gay people are the same, just as not 

all straight people are the same. “You’re a 

straight man, so you must watch football 

and drink beer.” “You’re a straight woman, 

so you must love cooking and having 

babies.” Not. The. Case.
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“I DO NOT BELIEVE BEING GAY OR 

LESBIAN IS A CHOICE.” –Barack Obama

Well thank you, Mr. President! It makes 

me happy that there is finally a president 

in the white house who doesn’t think I 

deserve to go to hell for being a girl-lover. 

As I’ve said before, being gay is not a 

choice. It sure isn’t for me, anyway. As far 

back as I can remember, I was always a 

bit different than the other girls. I would 

wear jerseys, baseball caps and shorts 

instead of flowery dresses. Most of my 

friends were boys and I’d play kickball 

with them at recess. I never thought I 

was gay, because I always had crushes on 

boys. Looking back on it now, maybe it 

was because that’s what I thought I was 

supposed to do, or maybe I just wanted 

to be like those boys rather than be with 

them. Who knows. Whatever the case, I 

didn’t start liking girls until I was in high 

school. The rest is history.

“DON’T YOU EVER LET A SOUL IN THE 

WORLD TELL YOU THAT YOU CAN’T BE 

EXACTLY WHO YOU ARE.” –Lady Gaga

I love this quote. I also love that it was 

said by someone in the public eye. I’m 

positive that there was a time when Lady 

Gaga felt like she couldn’t be herself. I can 

relate. When I was younger, I wasn’t sure 

of myself. I wanted to fit in. I was afraid 

of what others would think of me. I think 

this is a very common feeling for young 

people, whether they want to admit it or 

not. Growing up, I was lucky enough to 

have a really loving and supportive family. 

I learned to embrace myself and I grew 

into the person I am today. I love that 

I am not like every other girl out there. 

I love that I am unique and can accept 

people who are different. I’ve learned that 

fear isn’t permanent. It can be overcome.
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