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The Calling

GAaron Han（海外宣教士）                                                                                                                                              

How do I know when God is calling me to full-time service? This is 

a question that many Christians ask as they mature in the faith. In Acts 

13 we see a beautiful work of the Holy Spirit when He calls Paul and 

Barnabas to missionary service.

First, we see that God calls us when we are faithfully and actively 

serving. Paul and Barnabas were serving in a multicultural church team 

(verse1). These men were serving the Antioch church with their spiritual 

gifts, and they probably came from different social backgrounds 

(Manaen was brought up with Herod while Barnabas was a landowner). 

If God impresses your heart and gives you a vision for a specific field of 

service and ministry, start serving Him now faithfully. In the Old 

Testament, Joseph learned obedience through his purifying time and 

suffering, serving faithfully in slavery, even though God told him at a 

young age through dreams that his future was in high office. For 

Christians, no matter how gifted you are, and no matter what your calling 

is, you must first learn to serve faithfully in the smallest tasks and 

assignments.

Secondly, we see in verse 2 that the call of God to specific service 

is often confirmed in public worship and community. God is one, and 

when He speaks He does not send mixed and confusing messages. Wise 

is the Christian who seeks out counsel from mature believers, and those 

who know him well to confirm the specific call of God. Pastors, elders, 

mission committee leaders, and those in spiritual authority over us can 

help us discern God’s call, and inform us of further preparation, 

including how to adequately equip ourselves in character growth and 
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ministry skill acquisition to fulfill God’s calling on our lives. Fuller 

Seminary Professor J Robert Clinton calls this “double confirmation” in 

his book “The Making of a Leader”, and that God’s specific call to many 

Christians throughout Bible and Church history is confirmed through 

others.

This is important, as God usually uses individuals in teams, 

churches, and Christian community to accomplish His purposes. Wise is 

the Christian who values the input of other spiritually minded people and 

lives in fellowship with other believers. There are many examples of 

“shipwrecked” faith when individuals pursue their “visions” as “lone 

rangers” leaving others to pick up the pieces of broken relationships and 

failed ministries.

Finally, we see that God uses the local church to accomplish His 

eternal purpose. In verse 3 we see the local church in Antioch at the 

center of missions and commissioning Paul and Barnabas. However, 

they are clearly working in “partnership” with the Holy Spirit who calls 

them out to a separate work (verse 2), and verse 4 makes it quite clear 

that the Holy Spirit sent them out. God’s plan is for missions to be a part 

of every local church “program.” Mission is not just for missions agency 

and foreigners. When local churches mature, God’s Spirit will inevitably 

move them to care for the lost sheep in all corners of the earth.

One of the frequent questions that comes up in the pursuit of God’s 

calling in our lives is the responsibility to our families. Throughout 

history, the Church often elevates those called to full-time ministry. 

Being a pastor or missionary becomes the highest possible calling in life, 

and we tend to think that these people are perfect, and that they can do 

no wrong or even sin anymore. However, clearly even pastors and 

missionaries need to continue to obey God’s Word, and grow in their 

faith and walk with the Lord. Paul and Barnabas’ life was not free of 

strife and conflict, as we see in Acts 15:36. Those called to full-time 
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ministry also still need to obey the general commands 

in the scripture to care for their spouse, children, and 

parents. Jesus makes it very clear that these commands 

cannot be put aside by traditions and “spiritual” 

reasons. In Mark 7:9, Jesus gives the example of the 

Pharisees who say that when one gives money to God, it relieves them of 

responsibility to care for and honor their parents. Similarly, even a 

calling to full-time ministry does not relieve us of general Biblical 

responsibilities to our family.

We should not intentionally put the needs of our families and our 

ministry in conflict and pursue callings that lead us to neglect our general 

responsibilities as believers.  Furthermore, the God who calls us 

individually is also “big” enough to call our families collectively. Wise 

counsel to couples and families with older children would especially 

encourage fathers to take into account the needs and feelings of their 

wives and children when considering significant career changes to 

pursue full-time service. One should not knowingly embitter or 

discourage one’s children in the name of following God. (Colossians 

3:21) Our own family experienced this as we waited on the Lord for an 

overseas assignment. It was a wise OMF staff member who advised us to 

not move because our teenage children’s hearts were not ready. It was 

during this time of waiting, praying and continuing to serve in our station 

that God moved our children’s hearts, and opened a place of service for 

us that was completely unexpected and better suited for us. By the time 

we were commissioned by our church, we were able to go and serve as a 

whole family.

The God of the scriptures is a personal God who is continually 

calling people to step out in faith and to go on missions with Him. Will 

you heed His call？


