
Speak No Evil Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 What is the book about? Give us the “pitch” 

Logline: What if every time you told the truth, evil followed? The daughter of 

Appalachian snake handlers becomes a ward of the state after her eerie “gift” causes a 

tragedy that leaves her orphaned. 

 

Pitch: Four weeks shy of her sixteenth birthday, Melody Fisher, half-Cherokee casualty 

of the Appalachian foster care system, is arrested for stabbing a boy. When Melody 

refuses to speak in her own defense, the judge mandates that she attend daily therapy 

sessions until she is able to tell her side of the story. Speak No Evil takes a journey 

through Melody’s past as Dr. Roger Kane strives to uncover why she stopped speaking to 

give her the courage to stand before the court and talk. 

 What inspired you to write the book? 

I had two main inspirations for writing Speak No Evil: to help encourage survivors of 

sexual assault/abuse to find their voice and to explore the concept of the power of music 

to communicate feelings we are unable to put into words. 

 What’s the main reason someone should really read this book? 

For survivors, as well as current victims of abuse, my hope is they can find a “hero” of 

sorts in Melody who clings to music as her strength and, through it, is able to find her 

voice and speak out. My hope is those readers may find their voice and with it, peace. 

 

For those who have not been abused but know someone who has, I hope they can find the 

empathy and patience to support those who need it. 

 What's the most distinctive thing about the main character? 

The main character, Melody Fisher, has been silent for two years prior to the opening of 

the book. When Melody begins to communicate, she does so through music. 

 Is there someone, real or fictional, the character reminds you of? 

Although I ran across her story well after Speak No Evil was written, Esha Alwani 

reminds me so much of Melody as they use music in very similar manners. 

 Most authors would avoid such serious subject matter (such as abuse, 

abandonment, and sexual assault), but you've brought them front and center. What 

made you want to convey this story for a younger audience? 

This is such a HUGE question. To be honest, my gut reaction is, “How can we not?” 

 

So, I’m going to start by answering with some facts. Every 92 seconds another American 

experiences sexual assault. Every 9 minutes that person is a child. Over 60,000 cases of 

sexual child abuse are documented each year—and those are only the cases that have 

been reported. Of those cases, 67% of the victims are aged 12-18 and 34% under the age 

of 12. One in nine girls and one in 53 boys have experienced sexual assault. For every 



1,000 cases reported, only 5 perpetrators will be incarcerated.  

 

The majority of child sexual assault cases involve someone known to the victim; parents, 

siblings, other relatives, friends, teachers, etc. Most are authority figures. There are some 

commonalities to the occurrence: 

o Most victims believe they are in some way to blame. They may have been told it 

is their fault. 

o The perpetrators will threaten the victim with what will be done to them or their 

loved ones if they tell anyone what happened. 

o In recurring cases, the perpetrator uses isolating tactics so the victim believes they 

are alone and no one else can help. 

By not talking about weighty topics such as abuse, abandonment, and sexual assault, we 

are perpetuating the isolation the perpetrators have created. We need books like Speak No 

Evil so those who have experienced or are experiencing these things know they are not 

alone. So they realize it is not their fault. And hopefully it gives them an opportunity to 

find their voice and speak out. 

 

We need those who have not experienced the issues to know that they exist and can 

happen. And hopefully, they can be a better friend to those who have experienced, to be 

patient and listen to what the survivor has to say and to say those words the survivor most 

needs to hear—I believe you. 

 

Because, bearing in mind the statistics, in a classroom of 30 students three or four have 

experienced or are experiencing sexual abuse. If we don’t provide a safe ground for 

talking about these matters, then who will?  

 

There are those who will argue that the topics in this book will strip away some of the 

kids’ innocence. I’d rather provide the framework for awareness and a platform for 

discussing such heavy topics than have them find out their reality firsthand. And please, 

let’s stop denying such things exist, negating the experience of so many, demeaning their 

self-worth. 

 

 What gave you the idea to frame the story around a protagonist who won't speak? 

Some stories come a little at a time, slowly building up the framework, while others burst 

into being almost fully formed. Speak No Evil was the latter kind. I didn’t decide to frame 

a story around a protagonist who doesn’t speak, it hit me like a lightning bolt.  

 

On my way to work one morning, I had the radio on and an emotional song came on, and 

I had the idle thought, as I had many times before, that sometimes songs conveyed 

feelings better than we are able to say them. Then BAM! the story hit … I nearly had to 

pull over and probably would have if I had been able to. In the same moment, I felt very 

strongly the urge to speak, but knowing if I opened my mouth, nothing would come out. 

And more than anything, I knew I had to write this story and give Melody a voice. 



 How does the book's title relate to the deeper message? 

The title immediately brings to mind the three wise monkeys and the message they 

convey of turning away from evil. But the underlying meaning is how society silences 

survivors. Do not speak of the evil that befell you because you will be blamed for 

allowing it to happen. We are so good at turning our heads away from evil, at pretending 

it doesn’t exist, that the automatic response is to wonder what the victim did to bring their 

fate crashing down around them. 

 

We don’t want to face the truth; we don’t want to believe evil exists because if it does, 

and the victim did nothing wrong, then it could happen to me. Facing the truth means we 

all lose a little of our security—our feeling of safety. 

 What do you hope readers take away from your work? 

Understanding. Empathy. Hope.  

 

In many ways it depends on the reader. If the reader has not experienced the types of 

situations Melody has, then what I’d like them to take away is understanding and 

empathy for those who have. A recognition that it is not the fault of the victim, but that of 

the perpetrator.  

 

For those who have experienced the abuse, I’d like them to recognize they are not to 

blame, it isn’t their fault, and they did nothing wrong. And if they have been rendered 

silent, my hope is that they can find a safe haven where they can find their voice and with 

it peace. 

 What was your biggest challenge when writing this piece? 

Framing the story from the point of view of a main character who doesn’t speak. :) It 

would have been much easier to change point of views and give other characters a chance 

to share the story. But I wanted the reader to share in Melody’s experience right from the 

beginning, where the wall of silence is palpable. And if the character was non 

communicative, then I wanted to show that on the page, so felt that going into her 

thoughts was taking a liberty I shouldn’t. Of course, as she became comfortable and 

started opening up, I was able to go deeper into the skin of the character. 

 

The other challenge I had to overcome is my deep and abiding fear of snakes. With her 

background of having been raised in a snake-handling church, the snakes were there 

throughout the story. So, I had to do my research and have watched more video than I’d 

care to say about snake-handling churches. One of the scenes deals with Melody caring 

for and nursing back to health a sick snake. It created an odd place in my head because 

I’m one of The only good snake is a dead snake. crowd, and the sympathetic feeling for 

the book snake was a weird thing. 

 


