
For this lesson, students will be analyzing varying points of view regarding the annexation of 
the Philippines after the Spanish-American War. A slideshow provides an overview of the 
events of the war. Then, students participate in mini-challenges to analyze the documents 
provided. By categorizing and organizing the documents the students will see how the points 
of view compare and differ. They will also practice the analyzing of those documents. 

Great for grades 8 - 11!

Students will analyze and 
categorize 8 primary sources 
discussing the annexation of 
the Philippines. 

What were the varying 
viewpoints regarding the 
annexation of the Philippines?

8.3 EXPANSION AND 
IMPERIALISM: Beginning in the 
second half of the 19th 
century, economic, political, 
and cultural factors 
contributed to a push for 
westward expansion and more 
aggressive United States 
foreign policy.

8.3b The Spanish-American 
War contributed to the rise of 
the United States as an 
imperial power.

8.2b.2 - Students will explain 
how the events and outcomes 
of the Spanish-American War 
contributed to the shift to 
imperialism in United States 
foreign policy.

Student Sources:
● A copy of the Google Slides presentation (can be provided through Google Classroom)
● A copy of the handouts for students. 

Teacher Sources:
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the presentation. This link will prompt you to 

make a copy. 
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the handouts.

I utilized many resources in the creation of this resource. They include but not limited to 
the following:
● Kinzer, Stephen. Overthrow / America’s Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to 

Iraq. Henry Holt & Company, 2007.
● Henretta, James A., et al. America’s History. Bedford/St. Martins, 2014.

In order to complete this activity, I have students look at two versions of the documents.  For 
the first session, I cut up the documents so that each is separate.  My desks are placed in 
pairs, so each pair of students gets one set of documents. The second set are kept whole.  This 
way, students can take the documents home, and read through the documents to complete 
the exit ticket. Make a copy of the primary sources and exit ticket for each student, and then 
make enough piles of the documents for students to use during class time. 

● First, present the first six slides of the slideshow, and make sure students understand 
the events surrounding the debate over the annexation of the Philippines. 

● I then distribute the stacks of cut up documents to each pair of student desks.  I 
present each little challenge on the projector, and then have students categorize the 
documents on their desks.  This worked really well.  The students were scanning the 
documents carefully, and taking with their partners about the correct category.  You 
could offer an incentive to those who categorize the most correctly, but I didn’t find 
this to be necessary.  

● The last “challenge” is actually the students’ opinion.  Some students catch onto this 
really quickly, while others were trying their best to organize the documents on the 
sliding scale.  I gave the students a few minutes with this challenge, and then asked 
them which the found the most convincing, and why.  The students discussed the 
emotions in the documents, and the amount of evidence provided by each.  I then 
handed out the second version of the documents with the exit ticket for students to 
complete. 

● The exit ticket can be assigned for homework, or the exit ticket can be utilized as an 
assessment, and assigned during class time. This might vary depending on the age 
and ability of the students. 


