


Leader’s Guide 
Let’s Explore Our Faith Lesson 1 

God and His Word 
Aims: 

• To know what the Bible teaches about itself 
• To understand that the Bible is truth from God Himself 
• To respond by trusting the Bible completely 

Preparation: 
• Read through the Article of Faith concerning the Bible. Note questions that come to 

mind. Any question(s) you have may be the same one(s) your students ask. 
• Read the Scriptural basis for the Article of Faith: Ps. 119:9, 89, 105; Matt. 24:35; 1 

Thess. 2:13; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 1:25; 2 Pet. 1:21. See also position 
paper: Biblical Inerrancy. 

• Review the Article again. Highlight the connections between the key points of the lesson 
and the Scripture passages referenced. 

• Prepare the student lesson. 

Needed: 
• Student workbook, Bible and pencil for each student 
• Copy or PPT Slide of MC Constitution with Articles of Faith 
• A yardstick 
• Scissors and a well-worn Bible 
• Marker board, markers and eraser 
• Index cards and markers 
• Cell phone to play music 

Getting Started: 
Begin your class with a short prayer. Ask God to help students understand what He wants to 
say to them about Himself and His Word. 
 
Distribute student workbooks, Bibles and pencils. Students answer first question on page 1, 
naming some people they trust. Who are some people you trust? Why do you trust them? 
Have they ever lied to you? Do they ever make mistakes? Volunteers answer. Guide 
discussion to show that we trust people like parents, teachers, grandparents, law enforcement 
officers, etc. But they aren’t perfect people. They’ve all made mistakes. Maybe some have 
even lied to us. 
  
Direct students’ attention to the second question. Can you trust God? Have the students 
answer the four YES or NO questions relating to trusting God. Volunteers share answers. 
During discussion make the point that we can trust God completely. He never lies and He 
never makes mistakes. 
 
Even more incredible…God has spoken to us! And He has written us a letter! Instruct 
students to use the four words to fill in the blanks of the next section. (Answers: spoken, 



obedient, words, Bible) Discuss answers, and then direct their attention to other names they 
may have heard for the Bible. 

Study: 
Have students find the paragraph that explains Articles of Faith. Have volunteer read. Show 
students a copy of the MC Constitution and pass around for them to inspect. Discuss the 
paragraph, and then have another volunteer read the Article on the Bible from their workbook. 
Have students circle any words that are new to them. Write the words on the board. (Words 
printed in bold are listed in the Glossary). Then discuss the paragraph, noting any concepts 
that may require more explanation during the study time. 
 
As students work their way through questions 1–4, remind them to fill in the blanks by referring 
back to the Article about the Bible, except where Scripture references are given. 
 
Question 1. (Answers: God, inspired, Scripture, teaching, righteousness, equipped, origin, 
God, Holy) Discuss the question. Emphasize that only the Bible, written through the guidance 
or inspiration of the Holy Spirit, tells God’s plan of salvation for people. This one main theme 
was carried through all 40 human authors over the 1,600 years. That’s what makes the Bible 
so special. God used very different people over a very long time to communicate His truth with 
a single focus. 
 
Question 2. (Answer: 66) Take a moment to review the Bible’s organization. Then divide the 
class into teams of 2-3. Instruct the groups to use the Table of Contents page in their Bibles to 
complete the Bible books exercise. When students have completed the list, review each 
section of the Testaments. Ask for volunteers to read each section summary. Then have 
students complete the Scripture reference activity. See the key below. 
 Exodus 20:3  Isaiah 9:6 John 3:3 Ephesians 6:1 1 John 4:7 
 
Question 3. (Answers: true, reliable, without error) Hold up the worn Bible and scissors. I have 
cut out all the mistakes in this Bible. What do you think it looks like inside? How much 
do you think is missing? Show the inside of the Bible—it’s complete! There are no 
mistakes to remove. That’s because as originally given by God, and written by the human 
authors He chose, the Bible was totally without errors of any kind. 
 
Question 4. (Answer: authority) Using the yardstick, have several students measure various 
objects in the classroom. Record the lengths on the marker board or a large piece of paper. 
How do we know that the objects we measured are really these lengths? Volunteers 
respond. The yardstick is a standard that does not change. It measures things the same 
every time. In the discussion that follows, make the correlation between the yardstick and the 
Bible. The Bible is the standard by which we measure how we live for God. It does not change. 
Instruct students to look up the verses that say what we should do about God’s Word. 
(Optional: This may be done as a large group.) 
 

Psalm 119:11 Hide it in our hearts 
John 14:15  Obey it 
Colossians 3:16 Let it dwell in us richly 
2 Timothy 2:15 Handle it correctly 
James 1:22-24 Do what it says 



Let’s Review: 
Have students do the review match individually or with a partner. (Optional: Use the review 
definitions or descriptions as questions for a review exercise between two teams.) Discuss 
answers. (Answers: A-2, B-3, C-4, D-5, E-7, F-1, G-6) 
 
Emphasize the Scripture to Learn. To teach 2 Timothy 3:16–17 to students, divide the verses 
into 6-7 phrases. Print the words of each phrase on index cards. Make at least two sets of 
cards, using a different-colored marker for each set. Be sure to make at least one card for 
each student. Distribute the cards, giving one to each student. Using the cell phone, play 
music as students walk around the room and form groups with others holding cards of the 
same color marker. Then students work together to put the cards in order. Have them check 
their work by reading 2 Tim. 3:16–17 in their Bibles. 

My Response: 
Allow students to complete the My Response section of their workbook. Help them to think 
about the characteristics of God’s Word that are unusual or unique. Possible self-evaluation 
responses could include: read God’s Word every day, obey it, memorize one verse a week, 
regularly attend Sunday school or Bible club/class, study a particular topic, make studying 
God’s Word and praying a daily habit, trust God’s Word completely, etc. As time permits, allow 
volunteers to share their answers with the class. 
  



Let’s Explore Our Faith Lesson 2 
What Is God Like? 

Aims: 
• To know what the Bible teaches about what God is like 
• To understand that knowing what God is like helps us to believe in Him 
• To write a prayer of thanksgiving to God for what He is like 

Preparation: 
• Read through Article of Faith concerning God. Note any questions that come to mind. 

Any question(s) you have may be the same one(s) your students ask. 
• Read the Scripture basis for Article of Faith: Gen. 1:1; Ex. 3:14, 34:6; Deut. 6:4, 32:4; 1 

Kings 8:27; Neh. 9:6; Ps. 90:2, 103:8, 116:5, 147:5; Isa. 6:3, 40:28, 57:15; Jer. 23:23-
24; Mal. 3:6; Matt. 28:19; John 1:1, 4:24, 10:30, 14:16; Acts 5:4-5, 17:28; 1 Cor. 8:4; 2 
Cor. 13:14; Col. 1:17; 1 Tim. 1:17; Heb. 1:2, 12 and 11:3; 2 Pet. 3:9; 1 John 4:10-16 

• Read the Article again. Highlight the connections between the key points of the lesson 
and the Scripture passages referenced. 

• Prepare the student lesson. 
• Copy the attribute cards on heavy paper or cardstock. Carefully cut apart cards. Cards 

may be copied back to back. If you opt to do this, be sure to match and line up the two 
sides. For lasting use, you may want to laminate the cards. Place the cards in a small 
basket or lunch sack. 

Needed: 
• Student workbook, Bible and pencil for each student 
• Copy(ies) of MC Constitution with Articles of Faith 
• Chalkboard, marker board, or writing pad (with markers or chalk) 
• A small basket or lunch sack 
• Attribute cards, cut apart 
• A colorful ball or other uniquely identifiable object 
• Glass of water 
• An egg 

Getting Started: 
Begin your class with prayer. Ask God to help students understand what He wants to tell them 
about what He is like. 
 
Distribute student workbooks, Bibles and pencils. Hold up the large, colorful ball, or other 
uniquely identifiable object. At your discretion, let the students touch the object. Students 
respond to the first statement, describing the object. What is this object like? Give sample 
answers, if needed (round, large, colorful, smooth, bouncy, etc.) What is it not like? Again 
give a sample answer if needed (square, flat, white, small, bumpy, etc.) Volunteers answer. 
Write their responses on the chalk or marker board. How did you discover these things 
about the object? Guide discussion to show that they discovered these things about the 
object by seeing it, touching it, etc. 
 



Direct students’ attention to the second statement. Now describe God. What do you think 
God is like? What do you think God is not like? Sample answers have been provided. 
Have the students fill in the remaining five spaces for both questions. Ask for volunteers to 
share their answers, and write their responses in two lists on the board. Then ask, How do we 
know which of these answers are really true about what God is like or what God is not 
like? How do we discover what God is really like? Have students answer the multiple-
choice question. (Answer: by reading His Word, the Bible) Stress the fact that the Bible gives 
us the only information about God we can really trust. We may see evidence in the world of 
things God does, but the Bible helps us understand those things we may observe. Only the 
Bible is completely accurate in what it teaches us about God! 
 
Also point out that God really wants us to know Him and what He is like. Have students look up 
Jeremiah 9:24 to fill in the missing words of the verse. (Answers: understanding, know, LORD, 
righteousness, delight) 

Study: 
Show class copy(ies) of the MC Constitution with Articles of Faith and Practice. Pass around 
for class to inspect. Have a student volunteer (preferably a good reader) read the Article of 
Faith paragraph from the Student Workbook. Have students circle any words that are new to 
them. Write the words on the board. (Words printed in bold are listed in the Glossary). Then 
discuss the paragraph, noting any concepts that may require more explanation during the 
study time. Discuss the paragraph, being sure that students understand the definition of an 
attribute. 
 
Assign each student one or more attribute statement(s) to research. Have students circle the 
statement number you assign them. Ask them to look up the Bible verse(s), read it and mark 
the correct meaning for each statement. Help students in locating Bible verses or 
understanding meaning, if needed. 
 
When students have finished their research, read through all statements. Have students 
explain the meaning they have chosen, and if time permits, let them read their assigned 
verse(s). Be prepared to paraphrase some verses or explain the statements so the students 
understand the meaning. As you proceed, have all students check the correct meaning for 
each statement. 
 
Answers: 

1. There is no other God. 
2. God is forever; He had no beginning and will have no end. 
3. God has always been Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
4. God made everything (by starting with nothing). 
5. God keeps his creation operating properly. 
6. God wants what is best for every person. 
7. God has no sin or wickedness of any kind. He is completely pure and perfect. 
8. God is always completely fair. He always makes the right decision. 
9. God always does what is good and right. 
10. God can always be trusted and won’t let us down. 
11. God is all-knowing; He knows everything—past, present and future. He knows all about 

you. 



12. God is all-powerful; He can do anything. 
13. God has no beginning. He has always been; He is the forever “I AM.” 
14. God is all-present; He is everywhere at once, and with you all the time. 

 
The final question raises the doctrine of the Trinity, which is a hard concept to understand. But 
because the Bible teaches it, we can believe it. Hold up the glass of water. Explain how water 
in its three states helps us better understand the Trinity. Then hold up the egg. In the same 
way, explain how the three elements of an egg help us grasp the fact that God is a tri-unity. 
Teaching Tip: It is okay to admit that you don’t have all the answers regarding the Trinity. Keep 
your remarks simple. 
 
Blanks on the GOD Triangle: 

• 1 Corinthians 8:6a:  The Father 
• 1 John 5:20:   The Son — Jesus Christ 
• Acts 5:3-4:   The Holy Spirit 

 
Hebrews 11:6 fill in the blanks: Faith; impossible; believe; exists; rewards. 
 
Psalm 14:1 blank:   Fool 
 

Let’s Review: 
Have students do the review match individually or with a partner. Answer key: F; F; T; T; T. 
 
Emphasize the Scripture to Learn. You could ask the students what words in this verse are 
significant, such as faith, impossible, believe, rewards, earnestly, and then talk about those 
words to clarify what the scripture means. You can use the glossary in the back to help them 
get used to the way it can help clarify some of the bigger words they are going to learn in these 
studies. 
 

My Response: 
Allow students to complete the My Response section of their workbook. Have some of them 
read back one or two of their three things about God that are so meaningful. A sample prayer 
could be: 

Dear God, thank you that you are GOOD and you NEVER CHANGE so that I can count 
on you all the time (TRUSTWORTHY). 

 
You could ask some of the students to pray (read) their prayer out loud if they are comfortable. 
Encourage them as much as possible to do this so they will learn that they can pray out loud 
and don’t need to be embarrassed or self-conscious about it.  



Let’s Explore Our Faith Lesson 3 
God the Father 

Aims: 
• To know how much greater God, the Father, is than any earthly father 
• To understand that they can become God’s child and affirm those who already are 

Preparation: 
• Read through Article of Faith concerning God the Father. Note any questions that come 

to mind. Any question(s) you have may be the same one(s) your students ask. 
• Read the Scriptural basis for the Article of Faith 1.b: Gen. 1:1; Ps. 90:2; John 13:3, 

16:28; 1 Cor. 8:6; Eph. 1:3-4; 1 Peter 1:2-3; 1 John 2:23, 3:1 
• Review the Article again. Highlight the connections between key points of the lesson 

and the Scripture passages referenced. 
• Prepare the student lesson. 

Needed: 
• Student workbook, Bible and pencil for each student 
• Copy(ies) of MC Constitution with Articles of Faith and Practice 
• Chalkboard, marker board, or writing pad (with markers or chalk) 
• Family photograph (yours or another family that children will recognize) 
• 2-3 round balloons 
• Masking tape 

Getting Started: 
Begin your class with a short prayer. Ask God to help students understand what He wants to 
say to them about Himself as their Father. 
 
Show your family picture to the children. Tell some of the ways you are like or unlike other 
members of your family, particularly your father. Distribute student workbooks, Bibles and 
pencils. Students respond to the first statement, thinking about their dad. How are you like your 
dad? Give sample answers, if needed (physical features, emotions, attitudes, etc.) How are 
you different from your dad? Again give sample answers, if needed (age, size, knowledge, 
etc.) 
 
Direct students’ attention to the second statement. Now think about God, our Heavenly Father. 
How are earthly fathers like God? Give sample answers, if needed (have children, love, etc.). 
How are earthly fathers NOT like God? Again give sample answers, if needed (strength, age, 
knowledge, etc.). Ask for volunteers to share their answers, and write their responses in two 
lists on the board. 
 
Then ask students which of the differences between an earthly father and God the Father 
show us that God is greater. Of course, the answer is that all of them should. Stress the fact 
that the Bible tells us much about God’s greatness. 

 



Study: 
Direct students’ attention to the Article of Faith paragraph in their workbook. Read it while 
students follow along. Have students circle any words that are new to them. Write any words 
on the board. (Words printed in bold are listed in the Glossary.) Take time for students to 
discuss possible meanings for new terms they identify, and look up those listed in the 
Glossary. Then discuss the paragraph, noting any concepts that may require more explanation 
during the study time. 
 
Have students unscramble the words and fill in the blanks for truths 1-4. 
 
Truth 1. (Answer: existed) Have a volunteer read the paragraph. Explain that only people are 
begotten. They are given life by their parents. Emphasize that God the Father has no parents. 
He always was and always will be. In Genesis 1:1, God was before the world was made. In 
Exodus 3, God told Moses to tell the Israelites that “I AM” sent him. He has always existed, 
and will always exist. 
 
Truth 2. (Answer: Son) Have a volunteer read the paragraph. This truth is closely tied to Truth 
1. Explain that the word eternal means “without beginning or end.” The Bible tells us that God 
is eternal. And since God is triune (refer to discussion on the Trinity in Lesson 2), each person 
of the Trinity—God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit—is eternal or “without 
beginning or end.” So we can know that God the Father has always and will always have a 
Son. 
 
Truth 3. (Answer: salvation) Have a volunteer read the paragraph. Then ask students, “What 
is an inventor?” Allow student responses. Make the point that an inventor is someone who 
makes up, produces or devises a new method, process, plan or device first. The idea begins or 
originates with them. At this point, play a little game of Name that Inventor. Say some well-
known objects and see if students can name the person credited as the inventor (telephone—
Alexander Graham Bell; penicillin vaccine—Jonas Salk; printing press—Gutenberg; etc.). Then 
make the correlation between an inventor of something—like an author is to a book—and God 
the Father. The whole idea, plan and provision for salvation began with God because He loves 
us (Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:10). 
 
Truth 4. (Answers: life, believe) Have a volunteer read the paragraph. Direct the students’ 
attention to the definition of faith. Emphasize that the concept of faith is really quite easy to 
understand. Daily each of us exercises faith in something or somebody. Use the example of 
sitting in a chair or crossing the street in a crosswalk. You have faith the chair will hold you up 
off the floor, or that the drivers of oncoming cars will stop. As a Christian, faith is vital to 
receiving Jesus as our Savior (Acts 10:43). God the Father wants us to be in His family, but we 
must believe or trust in Jesus to save us from our sin. There is no other way to become God’s 
child. 
 
Now direct students’ attention to the Difference Statement exercise. Explain the assignment of 
correcting the sentence by crossing out one of the CAPITALIZED words in the sentence. Read 
the difference statement with each of the possible options. Have students mark their answers. 
Discuss the correctly marked statements with the class. (Answers: beginnings, Son, Father, 
salvation, new life) 
 



Let’s Review: 
Explain the triple-match review. The words in the center column will be matched with a 
definition on the right and a related Scripture on the left. Allow students time to complete the 
exercise. (Answers: Eternal—with no beginning or end, Psalm 90:2; Begotten—was given life 
by someone else, Matthew 1; Author—the inventor of something written, 1 John 4:9-10; 
Faith—to trust in something or someone, John 1:12; Salvation—freedom from sin’s penalty 
and power, Acts 4:12) Leader, beware! Be sure you are familiar with the correct responses so 
that you can recognize the “sounds-right-but-is-wrong” answers included as choices. For 
example, eternal does not mean “born before time began” since the eternal God was never 
born at all. Persons are begotten, not things. And while it may be true an author reads many 
books, this is not the point. It’s a common misconception to think that faith means believing in 
something you know isn’t true. Finally, another popular fallacy is that salvation is doing good 
works to get to heaven. Wrong! 
 
Emphasize the Scripture to Learn. Use the following exercise to teach Philippians 4:20. 
Review the verse with the students. Ask, “Why do you think God put this verse in the 
Bible? How can this verse be helpful to you?” Divide the class into two groups. Instruct 
students to stand on opposite sides of a masking-tape line. Each team is given five points. A 
balloon is set in motion and bopped back and forth across the line. The first person to hit the 
balloon says the first word of the verse. The next person to bop the balloon says the second 
word, and so on. If the balloon hits the ground on their side, or a person cannot say his/her 
word, the team loses a point. The goal is for both groups to work together to say the entire 
Scripture verse while keeping the balloon airborne. 

My Response: 
Allow students to complete the My Response section of their workbook. The first two questions 
may be used to summarize the lesson with the students, either as a personal “quiet time” or as 
a final group activity. The last “Yes” or “No” response should be completed individually and 
privately. 
 
Ask for questions from your students, especially as it relates to becoming a child of God. 
Though there will be more focused evangelistic opportunities in later lessons, ask the Holy 
Spirit to help you be sensitive to students who may express a desire to receive Jesus Christ as 
Savior or want to talk about their relationship with God. It would be best to get together with the 
student(s) away from the class to prevent distractions. 
  



Let’s Explore Our Faith Lesson 4 
God the Son 

Aims: 
• To explore what the Bible teaches about Jesus’s visit to earth 
• To understand the unique person and ministry of Jesus Christ 
• To respond in gratitude for Jesus’s coming to earth 

Preparation: 
• Read through the Article of Faith concerning God the Son. Note questions that come to 

mind. Any question(s) you have may be the same one(s) your students ask. 
• Read the Scriptural basis for the Article of Faith. Isa. 53:6; Matt. 28:18-20; Luke 1:35; 

John 1:1, 14, 18; Acts 2:22, 24-32; Rom. 1:3-4, 8:34; 2 Cor. 5:18-19; Eph. 1:19-22; Col. 
3:4; Tit. 2:13; Heb. 1:8, 4:15, 7:25; 1 Pet. 2:22, 24, 3:18; 1 John 2:1-2  

• Review the Article again. Highlight the connections between the key points of the lesson 
and the Scripture passages referenced. 

• Prepare the student lesson. 

Needed: 
• Student workbook, Bible and pencil for each student 
• Copy(ies) of MC Constitution with Articles of Faith 
• Marker board, markers, eraser and paperclips 

Getting Started: 
Begin your class with a short prayer. Ask God to help students understand what He wants to 
say to them about who Jesus is and why He came to earth.  
 
Distribute student workbooks, Bibles and pencils. Students answer first question on page 17, 
telling about a famous person they would like to meet. What famous person—still living—
would you most like to meet? Write responses on the marker board. What makes them 
famous? Why would you like to meet them? Volunteers answer. Has anyone ever met his 
or her famous person? Did your famous person—or another famous person—come to 
your town? If yes, guide the discussion to find out the circumstances. Where was this person 
before the visit? How did he/she arrive in town? What did he/she do while in town? What is this 
famous person doing now? Is he/she still famous in your town? Be prepared to share your own 
story of meeting a renowned person. Emphasize all the preparation and activity that went into 
having them come to town. 
 
Direct students’ attention to the “greatest visit” statement. Have the students solve the coded 
message. (Answers: man, moon, God, earth) That’s an odd statement. What could it 
mean? Volunteers share answers. During discussion make the point that walking on the moon 
was pretty incredible. But more incredible is the fact that God came to earth. Help students 
understand that the visit of Jesus Christ to the earth was the greatest visit ever by a famous 
individual—though He obviously wasn’t “famous” at the time! But Jesus’s visit to earth changed 
the course of history. Why? Because Jesus is the center of the plan God invented for our 
salvation. 



Study: 
Direct students’ attention to the Article of Faith paragraph in the workbook. Read one phrase at 
a time as students follow along. Have students circle any words that are new to them. Write 
the words on the board. (Words printed in bold are listed in the Glossary.) Take time for 
students to discuss possible meanings for new terms they identify and look those up in the 
Glossary. Then discuss the paragraph, noting any concepts that may require more explanation 
during the study time. 
 
Divide the class into four groups. Assign each group one of the time periods of Jesus’s visit 
here on earth to research. If your class is small, you may assign the sections to individual 
students or pairs of students. Ask students to look up the Bible verses, read them, and fill in 
the section blanks using words from the Word Bank. Help students in locating Bible verses or 
understanding meaning, if necessary. (Optional: Have the Bible verses for each section 
already printed on a sheet or on cards to save time in looking them up.) 
 
When all the students have finished researching their sections, read through each section. The 
students who researched that particular section should give the answers, while the rest of the 
groups fill in the blanks of their workbooks. As each section is read, discuss what it tells us 
about who Jesus is and what He did. Help the class with any answers they do not give 
correctly or do not seem to understand. 
 
Before Jesus Came to Earth. (Answers: Word, only, one, God, Son) Make the point that it is 
important to know who we are talking about when we say Jesus. Many people don’t believe 
what the Bible teaches about God the Son and make up their own definition of who Jesus is. 
Jesus is God—and as God, He has no beginning or end. And as the second person of the 
Trinity, He had a big part in creating the world. So Jesus existed before He was born as Mary’s 
baby. 
 
When Jesus Arrived on Earth. (Answers: flesh, father, Spirit, baby, human, divine, tired, 
sleep, thinking, Abraham, life) Remind students that Jesus’s arrival on earth, being born as a 
little baby, fulfilled several Old Testament prophecies. He must have loved us very much to 
give up being with God the Father in heaven. Also emphasize that we can believe Jesus was 
both God and man because the Bible teaches this, and His words and actions show this. 
 
While Jesus Lived on Earth. (Answers: sin, sacrifice, miracles, signs, power, place, world, 
raised, body) Highlight the fact that Jesus’s perfect life shows us we need a Savior. He never 
did anything wrong His whole life, and we do wrong things daily. No one but Jesus could have 
been the perfect sacrifice for sins. Also emphasize that by what He said and did, Jesus 
basically taught us to whole-heartedly love God and love others. Finally, stress the importance 
of believing Jesus rose from the dead. If we don’t believe His resurrection is true, then Jesus is 
just another man—not God—the Bible can’t be trusted, and we have no hope of living with 
God forever. 
 
Since Jesus Left Earth. (sky, cloud, right, feet, angels, powers, throne, people, speaks, time) 
It’s important for your students to understand what Jesus is doing now so that they don’t feel 
alone and helpless as God’s children. God kept His promise to send salvation through Jesus, 
and He will keep His promise for Jesus to come again and take us to be with Him forever. We 
can trust Him. 



Let’s Review: 
Have students complete the exercise, matching the statement about Jesus Christ to the time 
period it fits best. Encourage students to do the review without looking back through the 
lesson. (Answers: 2, 3, 4, 1, 1, 2, 3, 4, 2, 4, 3, 4, and 3) 
 
Then focus on the Scripture to Learn. The Bible verse is very familiar to many. Read the verse 
together. Then ask for volunteers to tell what this verse means in their own words. Summarize 
the verse, John 3:16 says God loves me THIS much—He gave His one and only Son, 
Jesus, to be born, live, die and rise again on this earth, so that you and I don’t have to 
be destroyed because of our sin. Instead, by believing in Him we can have a whole and 
lasting life. What other words describe this kind of love? Allow responses. How does it 
make you feel to be loved that much? Allow responses. God loves us very much and wants 
us to be saved. We should have an attitude of gratitude because of God’s great love. Guide 
the conversation so that students understand that the ultimate “thank you” to Jesus is 
accepting His gift of salvation, and living a life pleasing to God. 
 

My Response: 
Allow students to work with a partner to complete the My Response section of their workbook. 
Distribute a paper clip to each pair of students. Demonstrate how to make and use a spinner 
with the paper clip and a pencil. Have students take turns spinning the paper clip and 
answering the questions on the circle. 
 
Lead your class in prayer, thanking Jesus for His great love, His huge sacrifice, and the 
awesome hope we have in Him. 
  



 
Let’s Explore Our Faith Lesson 5 

God the Holy Spirit 
Aims: 

• To discover who the Holy Spirit is and how He works in the world, a person and the 
church 

• To understand that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to be our Helper 
• To ask the Holy Spirit for help to know, be, and do what God wants 

Preparation: 
• Read through the Article of Faith concerning God the Holy Spirit. Editor’s Note: The 

ministry of the Holy Spirit and His relationship to Christians is extensive. Therefore, the 
Article itself is quite lengthy, and consequently this lesson. Try as we might to simplify 
key points, some of the concepts presented may be hard for some to understand. Note 
questions that come to mind. Any question(s) you have may be the same one(s) your 
students ask. 

• Read the Scriptural basis for the Article of Faith: Matt. 28:19; John 3:5-6, 14:16-18, 26, 
15:26, 16:7-14; Acts 1:8, 2:1-4, 13:2-4, 15:28; Rom. 12:6-8; 1 Cor. 2:10-12, 6:19-20, 
12:4-11, 13; 2 Cor. 6:16, 13:14; Gal. 5:22-23; Eph. 2:21-22; 2 Thess. 2:13; Titus 3:5; 1 
Pet. 1:2, 1 John 2:20-27  

• Review the Article again. Highlight the connections between the key points of the lesson 
and the Scripture passages referenced. 

• Prepare the student lesson. 

Needed: 
• Student workbook, Bible and pencil for each student 
• Copy(ies) of MC Constitution 
• Marker board, markers and eraser 
• Small Nerf or rubber ball 
• Optional: poster board and markers 

Getting Started: 
Begin your class with a short prayer. Ask God to help students understand what He wants to 
say to them about the Holy Spirit and His work in our lives. Distribute student workbooks, 
Bibles and pencils. Students answer first question on page 24, telling some of the jobs or 
chores that need to be done around their house. What are some of the jobs or chores that 
need to be done around your house? Volunteers answer. Of the people living in your house, 
who usually does each job? Guide discussion to emphasize that different people often have 
different responsibilities or tasks. 
 
Direct students’ attention to the next statement. Imagine that—God has jobs too! Read the 
paragraph to review Persons of the Trinity. (Answers: Father, Son, Holy Spirit) Remember, the 
Trinity is a hard-to-understand concept, so don’t get too sidetracked here. Review the specific 
jobs of the Father and Son, and then focus the students’ attention on who we can understand 
more about, and that is the Holy Spirit and His work. (Answers L-R: F, F, F, S, S, F, S, S, S) 



 
So what do you think the Holy Spirit does? Let’s list some of His jobs. Volunteers 
respond. Accept all answers and write them on the board for reference later. 

Study: 
Direct the students’ attention to the Article of Faith paragraph in the workbook. Read one 
phrase at a time as students follow along. Have students circle any words that are new to 
them. (Words printed in bold are listed in the Glossary.) Take time for students to discuss 
possible meanings for new terms they identify and look those up in the Glossary. Then discuss 
the paragraph, noting any concepts that may require more explanation during the study time. 
 
Divide the class into four or five groups. Assign each group one of the truths related to the 
Person and ministry of the Holy Spirit. Truths 1 and 2 are shorter than the rest and may be 
given to one group. If your class is small, you may assign the sections to individual students or 
pairs of students. Ask students to read their assigned truths and fill in the section blanks using 
words from the Word Bank. The first letter of each word has been given to simplify the fill-in 
portion. Instruct students to look up the suggested Scripture. Help students in locating Bible 
verses or understanding meaning, if necessary. (Optional: Have the Bible verses for each 
section already printed on a sheet or on cards to save time looking them up.) 
 
Truth 1. (Answers: think, feel, choices, equal, God, power, honor, Holy Spirit) The main point 
emphasized here is that the Holy Spirit is God.  
 
Truth 2. (Answers: SIN—evil things they are doing, RIGHTEOUSNESS—good things they are 
not doing, JUDGMENT—punishment they will receive) The main point of this truth is that the 
Holy Spirit teaches the world the truth about sin, righteousness and judgment. 
 
Truth 3. (Answers: tell, life, Pentecost, sent, believers, sin, God, trust, inside, alive, obey) The 
main point is that the Holy Spirit indwells and regenerates believers. Then He helps them to 
obey Jesus. 
 
Truth 4. (Answers: e, c, f, b, d, a) The main point of this truth is that the Holy Spirit helps 
believers know God better and receive power to do what is right. 
 
Truth 5. (Answers: church, brings, one, loves, works, worship, owns, serve, joy, goodness, 
grow, abilities, all, faith, prophecy, Word, lead) The main point of this truth is that the Holy 
Spirit enables the church to live as united people of God and do Jesus’s work in the world. 

Let’s Review: 
Have students do the mixed up review with a partner. 
(Answers: God the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity. He is totally God, has always 
existed together with the Father and Son, and is equal with them in power and glory. 
 
On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came to be our Helper. The Holy Spirit works in the 
world to show people they have sinned, right living with God, and God’s plan to save them 
from coming punishment. When a person turns away from sin to God and believes that 
Jesus, God’s Son, died for them, then the Holy Spirit comes to live inside. He makes them 
spiritually alive and gives them God’s power to obey. And that’s not all! As our Helper, the 



Holy Spirit also teaches, counsels, comforts and leads us; He helps us grow to be more like 
Jesus every day. 
 
The Holy Spirit also has important jobs in the church. He brings together the many believers 
in Jesus into one body of Christ, and He sets us aside to worship God. Not only that, but the 
Holy Spirit also provides what all believers need to serve God—special godly qualities called 
graces and spiritual gifts. Thank you, Holy Spirit, for helping us know, be, and do what God 
wants.) 
 
Emphasize the Scripture to Learn. To teach John 16:13 to students, play a game of Think 
Quick! Print the words of the verse on the board or a sheet of poster board. Have the students 
sit in a circle. Read the verse together several times. Start the game by tossing the ball to a 
child who must say the first word of the verse. That child tosses the ball to another child who 
must say the second word of the verse, and so on until all the words of the verse have been 
said. When the kids are familiar with the verse, erase or cover words or remove the poster to 
play the game repeating the words from memory. 

My Response: 
Direct students’ attention to the list of the Holy Spirit’s jobs written at the beginning of class. 
Take a moment to analyze. How many of the jobs on our list actually are jobs of the Holy Spirit 
according to the Bible? Is there any job the Holy Spirit does that surprises you? Which of the 
Holy Spirit’s jobs do you find most helpful? Allow students to complete sentence starters in the 
My Response section of their workbook. As they write, encourage students to reflect on 
specific benefits of the Holy Spirit as our Helper. As time permits, allow volunteers to share 
their answers with another person or the class. 
  



Let’s Explore Our Faith Lesson 6 
Man: Created and Fallen 

Aims: 
• To recognize the special work of God in the creation of man 
• To understand the consequences of man’s fall into sin 
• To admit their need to have a “fixed” relationship with God 

Preparation: 
• Read through the Article of Faith 3.a. and 3.b. (concerning man). Note questions that 

come to mind. Any question(s) you have may be the same one(s) your students ask. 
• Read the Scriptural basis for the Article of Faith: Gen. 1:27, 3:13, 16-17; Ex. 20:11; Isa. 

64:6; John 10:17-18; Acts 4:12; Rom. 3:23, 5:12-17, 6:23, 7:7ff; Eph. 1:5-6, 2:1-5; 1 
Tim. 1:15, 2:5-6; Titus 2:11-12; Heb. 2:9; 1 Pet. 3:18; 1 John 1:8 

• Review the Article again. Highlight the connections between the key points of the lesson 
and the Scripture passages referenced. 

• Prepare the student lesson. 

Needed: 
• Student workbook, Bible and pencil for each student 
• Copy(ies) of MC Constitution 
• Marker board, markers and eraser 
• An obviously broken toy 
• Mirror 

Getting Started: 
Begin your class with a short prayer. Ask God to help students understand what He wants to 
say to them about the effects of sin on how and why He made them. 
 
Distribute student workbooks, Bibles and pencils. Students answer first question on page 30, 
telling what they do with a broken toy. Place the broken toy on a table or hold it up so all 
students can see. Ask, “What do you do with a broken toy?” Volunteers answer. Give 
sample answers, if needed (throw it away, try to fix it, etc.). Ask the following questions to 
discuss the toy. Suggested answers are in italics. Why did the factory make a broken toy? 
(Obviously, they didn’t—when this toy first came from the factory it was in perfect, working 
condition; only in rare cases does a brand-new toy come broken.) So how do toys get 
broken? (Some by accident; most often—wrong use.) What do you do with a toy that can’t 
be fixed? (Throw it away.) Guide discussion to emphasize that the toy no longer does what it 
was made to do. 
 
Students answer the second question, telling what they do with a broken person. What do you 
do with a broken person? Volunteers answer. Give sample answers, if needed (see a doctor, 
love him/her anyway, keep him). The question may arise, “What is a broken person?” Give 
examples, if needed—a child who loses a leg in an accident, a baby born with Down’s 
Syndrome, a grandparent with Alzheimer’s, a parent with mental illness, a brother or sister 
addicted to drugs, etc. Make the point: unlike toys, we don’t throw broken people away. We 



should do everything we can to fix broken people, whatever it costs—in money, time and 
personal sacrifice. Read the last sentence of the introductory paragraph in the student 
workbook that says, “In this lesson and lesson seven, we will discover the way God made 
people to be….” 
 

Study: 
Direct the students’ attention to the Article of Faith paragraph in the workbook. Read one 
phrase at a time as students follow along. Have students circle any words that are new to 
them. (Words printed in bold are listed in the Glossary.) Take time for students to discuss 
possible meanings for new terms they identify and look those up in the Glossary. Then discuss 
the paragraph, noting any concepts that may require more explanation during the study time. 
 
Have a volunteer read the paragraph after the Article that addresses evolution. It would be 
easy to become sidetracked into discussing the differences between evolution and creation. 
Students can be given a variety of other opportunities to learn in-depth about evolution vs. 
creation. Re-emphasize that the point of this lesson is to better understand that God created all 
living things—especially people—for a purpose. 
  
Work through the study material as a group. As needed, ask students to read the Scripture 
passages aloud. 
 
Truth 1. (Answers: In the beginning) Make the point that in the beginning only God was. The 
Bible tells us He made the earth and every living thing. God designed them, and from nothing 
spoke them into existence. Creation did not happen by accident. Then review the six days of 
creation. If possible, divide the class into six groups, and assign each group a day of creation. 
Instruct the groups to look up their Bible verses, and draw a picture for what God made on that 
day. Pictures will be shared with the class. If your class is small, have each student draw 
pictures for one or more of the days. When the groups or students have completed their 
assignment, let them share their creation day picture(s). As the pictures are shown, all 
students should draw pictures for what happened on that day. 
 
Truth 2. (Answers: image, likeness, sea, birds, livestock, earth, creatures) Like the animals, 
God created man. But that’s where the similarities end. Emphasize the point that man is a 
special creation—made to reflect who God is. Hold up a mirror. Say, “When you look at 
yourself in a mirror, you see your image or reflection. When you look at people, you can 
see a little bit of God in them.” For example, looking at people tells us that God is creative—
He enjoys creating and creating is part of His nature. Each of us is different in appearance, 
likes and dislikes. Now ask the students, “What else can we learn about God by looking at 
humans?” Volunteers answer. Say, “Many of your answers are related to the special 
abilities God gave us to think and reason, feel, know right and wrong, and make 
choices.” Have students use the alphabet code to learn the correct names for these God-
given qualities. (Answers: intellect, emotion, conscience, will) 
 
Truth 3. (Answers: servants, friends, learned, Father) Not only did God make man with special 
qualities that reflect who He is, but God also made man to be friends with him. Encourage the 
students to think of their friends. Ask, “How important are your friends to you? How would 
you feel without your friends?” Volunteers answer. Obviously, friends are very important, 



and make life happy. So when God created man, he wanted friends with whom He could share 
His love and glory always. 
 
Ask, “So what happened? Why are people ‘broken?’” The answer is sin. How? Why? And 
what are the results of sin? 
  
Now direct the students’ attention to part two of the Article of Faith in the workbook. Read, as 
before, one phrase at a time as students follow along. Have students circle any words that are 
new to them and look up bold words in the Glossary. Briefly discuss the paragraph, noting any 
concepts that may require more explanation as the study continues. Focus especially on the 
fact that the results of sin are passed on to ALL people. 
 
Truth 1. (Answers: free, garden, knowledge, eat, die) Most, if not all, of your students are 
familiar with the story of Adam, Eve, and the serpent. For a quick review of the biblical 
account, have students get a partner, read Genesis 3:1–7, and number the events in the order 
they happened. (Answers: 6, 2, 1, 5, 3, 7, 4) Basically, man was created in God’s image. God 
gave man the power to choose, taught him right from wrong. And rather than choosing right, 
man chose wrong; he chose to disobey God. Adam and Eve believed Satan’s lie instead of 
God’s truth. The Bible calls Adam and Eve’s disobedience sin. Now the word “sin” can be hard 
to define because it has more than one meaning. Anything we “…think, say or do that 
displeases God” is sin. Sin also means falling short of God’s expectations or “missing the 
mark.” Leader, your students need to know that sin is both the wrong things we do AND failing 
to live up to God’s standards. They also need to know that no matter how you define it, sin has 
results. 
 
Truth 2. (Answers: sin, world, one, death, all, sinned) Say, “When Adam and Eve did wrong 
and disobeyed God, one of the results was that all people who have been born since fail 
to live up to God’s standards and do wrong things. We are all sinners and suffer the 
results of sin.” Have students read Romans 3:23 and 6:23, then complete the short matching 
and fill-in-the-blank exercises. (Answers to matching: We have an evil nature—our inner desire 
to do wrong, so we sin too; Someday we will die—physically, which means our bodies will die; 
We are alienated or—separated from God and in danger of being separated from Him forever; 
We are dead spiritually or not able to stop—sinning and get right with God on our own) 
(Answer to fill-in: For the wages of sin is death) 
 
Say, “At the start of our lesson we talked about broken toys and broken people. Toys 
break by accident or because of misuse. As for people, sin is why we are ‘broken.’” 
Make the point that sin is a serious thing and has horrible results—physical and spiritual. And 
because we are sinners, we are facing those results. We cannot fix ourselves. What a huge 
problem! 
 
Only God could have the solution to a problem this big—and He does! Have students do the 
short cross-out exercise to find God’s solution for our sin. (Answer: salvation) 

Let’s Review: 
Have students do the multiple-choice review individually. 
(Answers: 1—b; 2—a and c; 3—a, b and d; 4—a, b and c) 
 



Emphasize the Scripture to Learn. To teach Romans 5:12 to students, read the verse together 
a couple of times. Then divide students into two groups; sit in circles. Put a bell in the middle of 
each circle. Slowly say the verse, making several mistakes by adding, deleting or substituting 
words. Groups compete to ring the bell first each time a mistake is made. If the child who rings 
the bell first can correct the mistake, their team gets a point. If the child cannot correct the 
mistake or rings the bell when there was no mistake, their team loses a point. Have the group 
say the verse together again. Repeat the game procedure, making different mistakes. 

My Response: 
Have students work alone to finish the statement in the My Response section of their 
workbook. Help them to think through the consequences of Adam and Eve’s sin for themselves 
and for all people. Then have students complete the letter writing exercise, warning Adam and 
Eve about the results of the sin they are considering. If time permits, allow volunteers to read 
their statements and/or letters.  



Let’s Explore Our Faith Lesson 7 
Man: Redeemed 

Aims: 
• To identify both God’s part and man’s part in God’s amazing plan of salvation 
• To understand how a person can receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord 
• To affirm what they personally have done with God’s gift of salvation 

Preparation: 
• Read through the Article of Faith concerning salvation and the Spirit-filled life. Note 

questions that come to mind. Any question(s) you have may be the same one(s) your 
students ask. 

• Read the Scriptural basis for the Article of Faith: Matt. 1:21, 3:2, 8, 4:17, 16:24; Mark 
1:15; Luke 13:3, 15:18, 18:13, 19:8; John 1:12, 3:3, 5, 14-17, 5:24, 6:44, 16:8-11, 17:17; 
Acts 11:18, 13:38-39, 15:8-9, 16:31, 20:21, 22:10; Rom. 2:4, 3:10-12, 19, 20, 23, 4:3-5, 
5:1, 9, 6:19, 22, 8:16, 33, 37, 10:9-10, 12:1-2; 1 Cor. 15:3-8, 19-23, 55-57; 2 Cor. 3:18, 
5:17, 7:1; Gal. 2:20, 6:14; Eph. 2:8-10, 5:26; Phil. 2:12-16, 3:20-21; Col. 2:6, 3:3; 1 
Thess. 4:3, 5:23; 2 Thess. 2:13; 2 Tim. 2:25; Heb. 11:6, 12:14, 13:12; James 2:17; 1 
Pet. 1:2, 15-16; 2 Pet. 1:4-9, 3:18; 1 John 3:2, 5:6 

• Review the Article portions summarized in the student workbook again. Highlight the 
connections between the key points of the lesson and the Scripture passages 
referenced. 

• Prepare the student lesson. 
• Replace the batteries in a working flashlight with dirty rags. Keep the batteries close, but 

out of sight. 

Needed: 
• Student workbook, Bible and pencil for each student 
• Copy(ies) of MC Constitution with Articles of Faith and Practice 
• Marker board, markers and eraser 
• A flashlight and batteries required 
• Dirty rags 

Getting Started: 
Begin your class with a short prayer. Ask God to help students understand what He wants to 
say to them about His solution to man’s problem of sin. 
 
Distribute student workbooks, Bibles and pencils. Students answer first question on page 39, 
telling of a time when they have used a flashlight. Volunteers answer. Say, “We certainly 
have used flashlights in a lot of different ways. Why is a flashlight so useful?” Again 
have volunteers answer. Give sample answers if necessary. For example, a flashlight is small, 
portable, and fun to play with, doesn’t use electricity, gives strong light, etc. Bring out the 
flashlight. Now say, “Let’s have a little flashlight fun.” A little dramatic flair at this point will 
add to the demonstration. Turn off all the room lights. Ask for a volunteer to turn the flashlight 
on. When it doesn’t light say, Hmm, that’s odd. The flashlight was working earlier today. I 
wonder what’s wrong. Ask for suggestions. When someone says to check the batteries, open 



up the flashlight and pull out the rags. No wonder the flashlight would not work. Now put the 
batteries in, and ask another student to try the flashlight. When it lights, direct students’ 
attention to the demonstration questions in the workbook. Tell students the flashlight 
represents a person’s life. Make the point that a person who HAS NOT believed in Jesus is 
filled with sin and has no power to live for God, just like the flashlight filled with dirty rags had 
no power to give light. The opposite is true for a person who HAS believed in Jesus. The Holy 
Spirit indwells, or lives in, a believer, giving him or her new life and helping to spread the light 
of Jesus, just like a flashlight with batteries shines brightly. 

Study: 
Direct the students’ attention to the paragraphs in the workbook summarized from Articles of 
Faith and read the paragraphs one phrase at a time as students follow along. Have students 
circle any words that are new to them. (Words printed in bold are listed in the Glossary.) Take 
time for students to discuss possible meanings for new terms they identify and look those up in 
the Glossary. Then discuss the paragraph, noting any concepts that may require more 
explanation during the study time. 
 
Work through the study material as a group. As needed, ask students to read the Scripture 
passages aloud. 
 
Question 1. What does God help a person do to receive salvation? 
Ask for volunteer to read Ephesians 2:8–9. (Answers: grace, saved, faith, gift, works) Stress to 
the students that man’s sin problem is hopeless apart from God’s gracious gift of salvation by 
faith. Man cannot even receive salvation without God’s help. God gives a person the ability to 
do his part in salvation, which is to repent and believe. 
 
Have a volunteer read Romans 3:10 and 23. (Answers: righteous, sinned) Before we can 
accept God’s salvation, we must realize that we are separated from Him because of sin. 
 
Ask for a volunteer to read 2 Corinthians 7:10a. (Answers: sorrow, repentance) Ask, “What is 
repentance or what does it mean to ‘repent?’” Allow students to respond. Emphasize that 
repentance is more than being sorry for our sins. Have the students complete the new words 
exercise to learn what it means to repent. (Answer: To repent means to turn around and go 
God’s way) Repentance is key to salvation. We must turn from our sin and change what we 
think, say and do to please God. 
 
God not only helps us repent, but He also helps us to believe in Jesus. Have a volunteer read 
Acts 16:31. (Answers: Believe, Lord, Jesus, saved) Stress to the students that believing in 
Jesus is more than just knowing about Him. Faith in the Bible involves accepting what God 
says about who He is and what He will do, and changing what I think and how I live. A person 
with true faith in Jesus will trust and obey Him. 
 
Make the point that repentance and faith go hand in hand; you can’t have one without the 
other, and God helps a person do both to receive salvation. 
  
Have students read Ephesians 2:8–9 again, and complete the highlighting exercise. (Answer 
below) 
 



“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.” 
 
For more discussion, ask, “Since we can’t earn salvation by works or what we do, does 
this mean we don’t need to be good anymore? How do our actions fit into salvation?” 
 
Question 2. What does God do for a person who receives salvation? 
God Regenerates Me. To be regenerated means to be made new. Explain to students that 
when a person repents and believes, God the Holy Spirit changes them from spiritually dead to 
spiritually alive. Have volunteers read the Scripture passages. (Answers: born again, makes, 
alive, new creation) Regeneration may be a hard concept to totally understand, but because 
the Holy Spirit makes our spirit alive again, we have power to live lives that please God. 
 
God Justifies Me. Ask for a volunteer to read Romans 5:1. (Answers: justified, peace) To be 
justified means to be declared or accepted as “righteous.” But how can a sinful person be 
accepted as righteous? Explain that when we receive Jesus as our Savior and Lord, God 
accepts us as righteous because Jesus is righteous. 
 
God Adopts Me. To be adopted means to be made a legal member of a family, and loved and 
accepted as though born into that family. Perhaps one of your students has been adopted or 
members of your class know a person who has been adopted. Emphasize to students what a 
great honor it is to be adopted—to be chosen and loved. Have a volunteer read John 1:12. 
(Answers: right, children) Make the point that when we receive Jesus as our Savior and Lord, 
we become members of God’s family—to be loved and accepted as His children. 
 
God Sanctifies Me. To be sanctified means to be made clean or “set apart” for God’s use. 
(Answer: T) Explain that sanctification is not a one-time prayer or event. At a specific time or 
place, we may have prayed, giving the Holy Spirit complete permission to do whatever is 
needed to make us holy, but that is just the beginning. Make the point that sanctification is the 
process or way that each day God cleans up our lives for His use. Every day He helps us to be 
more like Jesus. The question might arise: why do we need God to sanctify us? The answer: 
when you received Jesus as Savior, you received new life—God the Holy Spirit lives in you. 
But the Bible says our old self—that inner part of us that wants our own way instead of God’s 
way—is still there wanting its own way, and will be until we go to live with Jesus forever. That’s 
why we need to be filled with the Holy Spirit, and give Him total control of our lives. He will help 
us stay separate from sin and have a clean life for God to use. Have the students complete the 
short matching exercise. (Answers: Romans 6:19—slaves to right; Romans 6:22—set free; 1 
Thessalonians 5:23—kept blameless) 
 
God Will Resurrect Me. To be resurrected means to come to life after being dead. Just as 
Jesus was raised to life, so all believers who die will one day be resurrected as well. Have a 
volunteer read 1 Corinthians 15:21–22. (Answers: Adam, Christ) Make the point that just as 
Adam passed sin and death to all people, Christ gives to all believers the hope of coming to life 
again—this time with a new body that will be like His risen body. 
 
God Will Glorify Me. To be glorified means to have all sin removed and be made perfect in 
Jesus; with new bodies ready for heaven and life with God forever. For additional study on 
when and how we will receive our new bodies, read 1 Corinthians 15:35–52; 1 Thessalonians 



4:16–17; Philippians 3:20–21; and 1 John 3:2. Emphasize that we need to remember that God 
will glorify us someday, because while we live on this earth, that promise will make us stronger 
to trust and serve Jesus. 
 
Direct students’ attention to the simple A-B-C summary of salvation. Review the need for 
salvation. Emphasize the importance of repenting and turning from our old life to God. Stress 
the way of salvation. Then give students an opportunity to pray and receive Christ. Do not 
pressure them to respond. Make the response as non-threatening as possible by simply asking 
students to talk with you personally if they followed the A-B-C’s or model prayer to receive 
Christ, or if they have questions about becoming a believer in Jesus. 
 
When a student responds, be ready to clearly and simply explain how to become a Christian. 
Assure them of their salvation, and briefly share how they can begin to grow in Jesus. Finally, 
encourage them to tell others— especially their family—about their decision. Students who 
respond by accepting Jesus need follow-up to help them start living God’s way. 

Let’s Review: 
Have students do the pattern-clues review individually. It should help them better understand 
the many parts to God’s plan of salvation. (Answers: Justification—forgiven and my guilt taken 
away; Faith—to believe in Jesus as Savior and Lord; Resurrection—Raised to life in a new 
body; Sanctification—made clean and more like Jesus each day; Adoption— become a child of 
God; Regeneration—made spiritually alive in Christ; Glorification—will never sin again, be sick 
or die; Filled with the Holy Spirit— has total control of my life; Repentance—turn from my sin 
and ask forgiveness) 
 
Emphasize the Scripture to Learn. To teach 2 Corinthians 5:17 to students, read the verse 
together a couple of times. Then ask a volunteer to erase two words of the verse. Have groups 
read the verse, filling in the missing words. Each time you read the verse, suggest a different 
way to say it. For example: whisper, shout, slow, fast, while hopping on one foot, etc. Continue 
until all the words have been erased and the students have recited the entire verse from 
memory. 

My Response: 
Have students work alone to finish the statement in the My Response section of their 
workbook. Invite students to personally come and share their answer with you. If a student 
responded by accepting Christ, encourage them to tell the rest of the group. This may be a 
good place for them to start professing Jesus as Lord. Be prepared to involve them in 
whatever process your church uses for follow-up of new believers. 
  



Let’s Explore Our Faith Lesson 8 
Bible Study 

Aims: 
• To know a basic Bible study method and be familiar with Bible study resources 
• To understand both their need and capacity for studying God’s Word 
• To respond with a commitment to daily Bible study for one week 

Preparation: 
• Re-read the Article of Faith concerning the Bible and concerning the Holy Spirit. Note 

questions that come to mind as you view these articles from a Bible study perspective. 
Any question(s) you have may be the same one(s) your students ask. 

• Read the Scriptural basis for this lesson: 2 Timothy 2:15; Psalm 119: 1-8; Proverbs 2:1-
6; John 14:26, 16:13-15; Matthew 7:24-27; 1 Corinthians 2:12 

• Highlight the connections between the key points of the lesson and the Scripture 
passages referenced. 

• Prepare the student lesson. 
• Familiarize yourself with the 3-Step Discovery method of Bible study and the Bible study 

resources introduced to the children. 

Needed: 
• Student workbook, Bible and pencil for each student 
• Copy(ies) of MC Constitution with Articles of Faith and Practice 
• Marker board, markers and eraser 
• A penny for each student 
• Copy(ies) of the following Bible study resources: Bible dictionary, Bible atlas/maps, 

Bible handbook, Bible concordance, Bible commentary, Topical Index. Check with your 
church library or your pastor if you don’t have these personally. 

• Colored pencils, crayons or markers 

Getting Started: 
Begin your class with a short prayer. Ask God to help students understand what He wants to 
say to them about their need to fill their lives with His Word. 
 
Distribute student workbooks, Bibles, and pencils. Students answer first question on page 48, 
telling of the biggest discovery they have ever made. Volunteers answer. Say, “We certainly 
have made a lot of discoveries, both big and little. But they didn’t happen automatically. 
What did you have to do to make this discovery?” Again have volunteers answer. Guide 
the discussion to make the point that one needs to search in order to find. Give a penny to 
each student. Now say, “Let’s have a little discovery fun with these pennies.” Allow two or 
three minutes for students to hunt on their coins for the items listed in their workbooks. 
Encourage students to dig a little and think outside the box. When time is up, share the 
answers. (Answers: name of a country—United States; oriental fruit—date; rabbit— hair [hare]; 
body of water—“C” [sea]; apostle—“one cent” [an apostle is one who is sent]; flowers—two lips 
[tulips]) Be ready for some groans, and take a moment to laugh about the silliness of the penny 
trivia. Transition into the lesson by reading aloud the two paragraphs that follow the penny 



trivia in the student workbooks. 

Study: 
Direct the students’ attention to the two paragraphs in the workbook under the Articles of Faith 
heading. Ask for a volunteer to read the first paragraph, “The Missionary Church does not….” 
Emphasize that even though the Missionary Church does not have a separate Article about 
studying Scripture, our beliefs are based on the truths taught in God’s Word. Briefly review with 
students the key points made about the Bible in Lesson 1. 
 
Now direct the student’s attention to the second paragraph. Ask for a volunteer to read that 
second paragraph, “God’s Word is key….” Work through the study material as a group. As 
needed, ask students to read the Scripture passages aloud. 
 
Question 1. Why should we study the Bible? 
(Answers: who, created, rules, loves) Stress to the students that God’s Word is critical to our 
spiritual growth. God uses His Word to teach us, tell us when we’ve sinned, correct us, help us 
live lives that please Him, and as a weapon against the temptation to sin. 
 
Have students complete the Psalm 119:1-8 exercise and share their answers. (Answers—List 
1: law, statutes, precepts, decrees, commands, righteous laws) (Answers—List 2: walk 
according to it, keep it, fully obey it, consider it all, learn it) (Answers—List 3: blessed, does 
nothing wrong, walk in his ways, not put to shame, have an upright heart) Make the point that 
the best life we can possibly live is found in following God’s instructions, obeying His 
commands and enjoying His love. If we do not pay attention to God’s Word, we miss out on all 
of God’s blessing and happiness. 
 
Question 2. How should we study the Bible? 
Ask for a volunteer to read Proverbs 2:1-6. (Answers: search, understanding, hidden, treasure) 
Explain that a student can learn from the Bible in lots of ways. But studying Scripture involves 
carefully examining it and asking questions to find God’s truth. 
 
Have 1-2 volunteers read aloud the paragraphs that start with “Just imagine the Bible as a 
mine . . .” and “God’s Word is filled with amazing treasures. . . .” Then have students complete 
the object match. (Answers: map—a plan, method or strategy; calendar—a daily time to study; 
toolbox—supply of other books or Bible tools; light—the Holy Spirit to shine God’s light) 
Emphasize that the map, calendar, and toolbox are useless without the light. The same is true 
in Bible study. Our goal is to find what God has for us in His Word. Without the Holy Spirit to 
shine God’s light on His Word, the rest is useless. 
 
The Map. (Answers: observation, interpretation, application) Reaffirm that even a child their 
age can study the Bible by asking and answering the questions of the 3-Step Discovery 
method. Remind the students that every question asked will not have an answer, depending 
on what Scripture is studied. Also stress that Bible study includes writing down what you learn, 
so students should have a notebook and pencil handy at all times. 
 
Walk your students through the key questions and helpful hints for each step of the 3-Step 
Discovery method. Tell students, “Now we are going to practice the 3-Step Discovery 
using Jesus’s parable of the wise and foolish builders in Matthew 7:24-27.” Have each 



student open their Bible to Matthew 7:24-27. Allow 7-10 minutes for this exercise. You may 
want to let students work in pairs or groups of three. Be available to rotate among the students 
or groups to encourage and answer questions. Note: Leader, it is imperative that you do your 
own study of the passage as part of your lesson preparation. Then you will be more confident 
and able to help your students. When time is up, have each group present a short report. 
 
The Calendar. Ask students, “Why is it important to daily spend time studying God’s 
Word?” Allow responses. Then emphasize that regular Bible study is important because it 
helps them grow as they realize who God is, what He is like and how He wants them to live. 
Have students complete the code exercise to discover some tips for daily time in God’s Word. 
(Answers: time, place, minutes, study, prayer, give) 
 
When you review the answers as a group, briefly elaborate on each. When planning a day, 
time in God’s Word should rank right up there with homework, dance classes, and baseball. A 
quiet place to study helps us concentrate on God and what He is saying to us in His Word. 
How long a child spends in Bible study will depend on their age, but a good place to start is 10 
minutes. They will want to add more time later. Here’s a suggested schedule for how they can 
use their 10 minutes to include both Bible study and prayer: 1 minute — Ask God to help you 
understand what He wants to say to you through His Word; 2 minutes — read the Scripture 
verse(s) [children’s devotionals are helpful in selecting Scripture]; 4 minutes — use the 3-Step 
Discovery, being sure to write down your answers in a notebook; 3 minutes — Pray. Talk to 
God about how you will practice what you’ve learned and any other prayer requests you might 
have. Finally, maybe you miss a day of Bible study or there’s a day when the Scripture was 
hard to understand. Whatever happens, don’t give up studying God’s Word. Emphasize that 
God will bless them for trying. 
 
The Toolbox. Direct students’ attention to the display of Bible tools or study resources. Stress 
that Bible tools do not take the place of our own study. Encourage students to do as much 
study on their own as possible, then turn to a Bible tool. As you identify a tool, tell when to use 
it and how to use it; have students use colored pencils, markers or crayons to color-code the 
tool table in their workbook. (Answers: Topical Index—…Explore what the Bible says about a 
topic or subject—Lists subjects alphabetically; Bible Dictionary—…Want to know what 
words…mean in the Bible—Like a regular dictionary; Bible Concordance—…Want to find a 
Bible verse, but can only remember key word—Lists words alphabetically; Bible Atlas/Maps—
…Want information about Bible lands—Lists place names alphabetically; Bible 
Commentary/Handbook—…Explore further what the Bible means—Most go through the Bible 
book-by-book) 
  
Allow students to investigate the Bible tools. Use the following questions or exercises to give 
students firsthand experience in using the tools: Topical Index—1. What does the Bible say 
about sleep? 2. What does the Bible say about honesty? | Bible Dictionary—Find what these 
words or names mean in the Bible: blessed, cupbearer, lyre, Damaris | Bible Concordance— 
Point out that most Bibles today have a small concordance in the back. Have students check 
their Bibles. Then read the following verses without giving the Bible reference. Have your 
students tell you where they are found by looking in the concordance for a key word: Romans 
8:29, Ephesians 2:5, 1 Thessalonians 5:18 | Bible Atlas/Maps—Have students identify the map 
numbers and grid number/letter combinations for the locations you name. Then have them find 
each location in the atlas: Red Sea, Ur, Capernaum, Philippi | Bible Commentary/Handbook—
Have students look up Matthew 7:24-27, used earlier to practice the 3-Step Discovery. Have 



them share what else they might have learned. 
 
The Light. Ask for a volunteer to read 1 Corinthians 2:12. (Answers: received, God, 
understand) Remind students that a miner’s map, calendar and toolbox are not the most 
important things. His goal is the treasure in the mine! Our study of God’s Word is like that. Our 
plan or method of study, the daily time, and the supply of Bible tools are only meant to help us 
find what God is saying to us. Our goal is to discover the treasure—what He wants us to learn 
in His Word. To reach that goal, we need a special source of light—the Holy Spirit’s 
illumination. Have students work in pairs to read the passages from John and list the words 
that explain how the Holy Spirit helps us understand the Scriptures. (Answers: He will—teach 
us all things, remind us of what God has said, guide us into all truth, speak what He hears, tell 
us what is yet to come, make it known to us) 

Let’s Review. 
Have students work alone to unscramble the bolded words using the clues given in each 
sentence. (Answers: observation, rules, treasure, Bible dictionary, illumination) 
 
Emphasize the Scripture to Learn. To teach 2 Timothy 2:15 to students, read the verse 
together a couple of times. Decide which word in the verse is the middle. Write that word in the 
middle of a marker board or long piece of poster paper. Ask for a volunteer to tell the word that 
comes before or after that middle word. Write word(s) in the right space. Keep building the 
verse by asking volunteers to write the correct before or after words. When the Bible verse is 
complete, read it together again. 

My Response: 
Have students work alone to finish the commitment card in the My Response section of their 
workbook. Explain for them to write down some key points from their time searching for the 
treasure after the numbers, reflecting the seven days till the next meeting. Invite students to 
personally come and share their answer with you. Follow-up the next week by asking how 
many students kept their promise and spent daily time in God’s Word. 
  



Let’s Explore Our Faith Lesson 9 
Prayer 

Aims: 
• To review what the Bible teaches about prayer 
• To understand the importance of prayer in growing close to God 
• To respond with a commitment to pray daily for one week 

Preparation: 
• Re-read the Article of Faith concerning God. Note questions that come to mind as you 

view these articles from the perspective of prayer’s priority in the life of a believer. Any 
question(s) you have may be the same one(s) your students ask. 

• Read the Scriptural basis for this lesson: Jeremiah 33:3; 1 Peter 5:7; Matthew 6:5-13, 
7:7-8; John 14:12-14, 15:14-17, 16:23b-24; Proverbs 2:3-5, 3:5-6; 1 Thessalonians 
5:17; Psalm 5:3; Mark 14:35; Romans 8:26-27; Philippians 4:6; Luke 18:1-5; James 
5:16. 

• Highlight the connections between the key points of the lesson and the Scripture 
passages referenced. 

• Make an invitation from God to the students. May be a pre-printed card or handcrafted. 
The card should say something like: (on the front) You are invited to… (inside)…Talk 
with Me! Date: Daily, When: Any time, Where: Any place, Hosted by: Your Heavenly 
Father, Phone: JER 33:3. Put the invitation in an envelope addressed to your class, with 
no clues to the sender. Seal the envelope and tuck it away in a pocket or your Bible. 
You may want to have the students design their own invitation. 

• Prepare the student lesson. 

Needed: 
• Student workbook, Bible and pencil for each student 
• Copy(ies) of MC Constitution with Articles of Faith and Practice 
• Marker board, markers and eraser 
• The invitation and envelope as prepared above. 

Getting Started: 
Begin your class with a short prayer. Ask God to help students understand what He wants to 
say to them about their need to talk with Him daily. 
 
Distribute student workbooks, Bibles and pencils. Students answer first question on page 56, 
telling of a time when they were invited to do something or go somewhere. Volunteers answer. 
Who invited you? Where did you go? What did you do? How did you feel about being invited? 
Guide the discussion to show that being invited to do something or go somewhere makes us 
feel special because someone wanted our presence or participation. An invitation makes us 
feel welcome, and we become better friends with the person who invited us because of the 
time spent with them. Now say, “Oh! I just remembered. I have an invitation for all of you.” 
Ask a volunteer to examine the envelope. Ask, “Who is the invitation from?” Cannot tell 
from the outside. Allow the volunteer to open the envelope and read the invitation. “Wow! God 
wants us to talk with Him!” Ask for a volunteer to read Jeremiah 33:3. (Answers: Call, 



answer, tell, unsearchable) Re-emphasize that prayer is talking to God, and when we pray 
God hears us and wants to help. We also become better friends with or closer to God because 
we spend time talking to Him. 
 
Direct the students’ attention to the second paragraph. Ask, “When might a kid your age 
pray?” Have students write or draw their answer. Volunteers answer. Point out that prayer is 
basic for believers, just like a telephone is in a home. Prayer keeps us in touch with our 
Heavenly Father. Ask, “So why don’t we pray more?” Allow students to answer. Possible 
answers include: too busy to pray, prayed—didn’t get the answer they wanted—so stopped, 
don’t see a need to pray, don’t see any difference when they prayed—so why bother. Explain 
that most people just don’t understand prayer or feel unsure about talking to God. Transition 
into the lesson by reading aloud the last sentence of that paragraph that says, “To better 
understand prayer….” 

Study: 
Direct the students’ attention to the paragraph in the workbook under the Article of Faith 
heading. Ask for a volunteer to read the first paragraph, “The Missionary Church does not….” 
Emphasize that even though the Missionary Church does not have a separate Article about 
praying, our beliefs are based on the truths taught in God’s Word. Briefly review with students 
the key points made about the mighty power of God in Lesson 2. 
 
Now direct the student’s attention to the question. Ask, “How does it make you feel to know 
that you can talk to the awesome God of the universe?” Have students write in their 
answer. Allow volunteers to share. 
 
Work through the remaining study material as a group. As needed, ask students to read the 
Scripture passages aloud. 
 
Question 1. Why should we pray? 
We obey God. (Answer: “when you pray”) Stress to the students that God wants us to pray, 
Jesus taught us to pray and gave us His example to follow—He expects us to pray—and the 
Bible tells us to pray. He did not say “IF” you pray, but “WHEN” you pray. 
 
We can tell God about ourselves. Assure your students that God is interested in them. He 
wants us to tell Him how we feel—what makes us happy, sad, angry, scared, worried, 
frustrated, things you did, things you didn’t do…We can even talk to God about things that we 
wouldn’t tell anyone else. God knows and understands what is in our hearts. 
 
We can ask for and receive His help. Read Matthew 7:7-8 for your students. Jesus simply 
says, “Ask…seek…knock…For anyone who asks receives….” Emphasize that God wants to 
hear our requests, and He will answer prayer—in His way and in His time. Ask a volunteer to 
read John 16:23b-24. Have students identify and write down what two things happen when we 
ask God to help us. (Answers: God will give us whatever we ask in Jesus’s name, our joy will 
be complete) Make the point that nothing we ask for in prayer is too hard for God. He is so 
great. And because God is so much bigger and greater than we are, we need to trust Him to 
do what is best. 
 
We can think about God and discover His plan for our lives. Have students look up 



Proverbs 2:3-5 and fill in the blanks. (Answers: call, insight, look, treasure, understand, fear, 
knowledge) We shouldn’t try to figure out everything ourselves because we don’t know it all. 
Stress to your students to trust God with their whole heart. Listen for God’s voice in everything 
you do, everywhere you go; He’s the one who will keep you on track. (Proverbs 3:6, The 
Message) 
 
Question 2. How should we pray? 
Ask, “What are some things that confuse people about prayer?” Allow volunteers to 
respond. Possible answers include: Should I stand or kneel? What words should I use? How 
can I talk to someone I can’t see? Should I pray with my eyes open or shut? While answers to 
these questions are fairly simple, there probably are some things about prayer that are more 
difficult to understand or know. Emphasize to the students that it is important to keep praying 
even when you don’t understand it all, because prayer is key to knowing, loving, and serving 
God. That was obvious to the disciples as they watched Jesus. Ask for a volunteer(s) to read 
Matthew 6:9-13. Explain that Jesus gave us this model prayer to show us how to pray. Tell 
students to get a partner. Assign each pair of students one or more of the run-on sentences to 
solve. Have pairs share their answers. (Answers: 1—A good way to start praying is to say, 
“Our Father.” Only a child of God has this right. 2—Honor God’s name. Tell God His name is 
“Hallowed” or holy. 3—Pray for His kingdom to come soon. What a great day that will be! 4—
Ask God to do what is best here on earth, just as in heaven. 5—Ask God to supply the normal 
needs or “daily bread” for each day. 6—Ask God to forgive our sin, just as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 7—Pray that God will help us not give into sin and Satan’s tricks.) 
 
The main point of the next paragraph is that we can pray to God anywhere and anytime. Have 
a volunteer read 1 Thessalonians 5:17. (Answer: continually) Explain that to “pray continually” 
means to always have a prayerful attitude. God is always with us, so we can talk to Him. We 
will feel comfortable praying frequent, quick prayers and on the spur of the moment. Your 
students need to understand, however, that a prayerful attitude cannot take the place of 
regularly talking with God. 
 
Briefly discuss why we pray in Jesus’s name. Have them look up the John 14 and 15 passages 
and fill in the blanks. (Answers: ask, name, ask, name) Basically we pray in Jesus’s name 
because He is the only One who could be our Savior, and He tells us to. Emphasize that the 
words in Jesus’s name are not a magical formula for getting what we want. God is not like a 
soda pop or candy machine. Instead, when we pray in Jesus’s name, we ask Him to answer 
based on who He is and what He wants. 
 
Leader, at some point during this lesson, one of your students might ask, “So why don’t I 
always get what I prayed for?” The answer to that question is a whole other lesson. But a 
simple explanation can be given. God answers some prayers with a definite yes, and others 
with a definite no, and still others with a wait. The Bible also teaches there are some things 
that can block our talking to God—causing God’s answer to prayer to be put on hold until the 
problem is corrected—such as disobeying, wrong reasons or motives, not trusting God and/or 
His Word. We must always remember that God is our Heavenly Father and we can trust Him. 
He will hear our prayers and answer based on what is best for us. 
 
Now divide your group into pairs or small groups. Say, “The Bible teaches us that God is 
mostly concerned about our attitude when we pray.” Assign each pair or small group 1-2 



Scripture references to read and match to the truth it teaches. Have groups share their 
answers. (Answers: E, C, A, B, F, D) 
 
Have a volunteer read the last paragraph in this part of the study. Say, “All of these biblical 
truths about prayer are important and helpful in knowing how to pray. But they are not 
as important as just praying. We may not understand everything about prayer, or we 
may not feel like praying, or we may be discouraged because our prayers don’t seem to 
be answered, but we must not give up. We must pray anyway. As a NIKE shoe 
commercial would say, Prayer—just do it!” 
 
Kinds of Prayer. Ask students to respond by raising their hands, “Have you ever wondered 
what you should pray about?” Explain that it’s common to need a little help thinking of what 
to talk to God about. A-C-T-S can help. Divide the class into three or four groups and assign 
each group a letter of the ACTS acrostic. If your group is small, you may assign the letters to 
individual students or pairs. Instruct students to read their assigned paragraph and fill in the 
section blanks using words from the Word Bank. The first letter of each word has been given to 
simplify the fill in. (Answers: great, love, sin, agree, forgiveness, hear, done, given, answer, 
bread, humble, needs, others, you) 
 
If time permits, have a Bible drill using the following references: Exodus 32:11-14, 
Supplication/ Petition; Psalm 51:3-4, Confession; Luke 1:46-49, Adoration; John 17:9, 
Supplication/Intercession; 2 Corinthians 9:15, Thanksgiving. The student who finds the 
passage first reads it and tells what kind of prayer it is. 
 
Conclude the study portion of this lesson with this analogy. It is hard to have a best friend if 
you don’t talk with that person. The same is true with God. It is hard to have Him as your Best 
Friend if you never talk with Him. A believer becoming more like Jesus must pray. 

Let’s Review. 
Have students work alone to answer the true or false questions. Or you may prefer to use the 
sentences for a review exercise between two teams. That’s okay too. (Answers: T, F, F, T, T, 
F, T, F, F, T, T, T, F) 
 
Emphasize the Scripture to Learn. To teach James 5:16b to students, read the verse together 
emphasizing the next word in the verse with a louder voice. For example, 1x—THE prayer 
of…, 2x—The PRAYER of…, 3x—The prayer OF…and so on. Continue until each word of the 
verse has been stressed. 

My Response: 
As a follow-up to last week’s lesson say, “Raise your hand if you kept your promise to 
spend daily time in God’s Word over the last week.” 
 
Explain what the Day 1-7 lists mean (to write down what God says to them through the Bible 
and write down what they prayed about under the ACTS headings.) Have students work alone 
to finish the commitment card in the My Response section of their workbook. Invite students to 
personally come and share their answer with you. Follow-up the next week by asking how 
many students kept their promise and spent daily time praying and studying God’s Word, and 
allow students to share answers to prayer. 



 
Since we only become pray-ers by praying, spend the last few minutes of your class time 
talking to God. Have students make a circle and say, “Let’s accept God’s invitation to talk 
with Him.” Pray around the circle, with each student saying a single sentence telling God how 
great He is or how much they love Him, thanking Him for something He’s done for him or her, 
or asking for His help. If a student is totally uncomfortable praying out loud, simply have them 
say Pass. 
  



Let’s Explore Our Faith Lesson 10 
The Church 

 
Aims: 

• To know what it means to be part of the Body of Christ 
• To understand how the local church helps believers to grow 
• To reflect on the Church’s importance to them based on what the Bible teaches 

Preparation: 
• Read the Article of Faith concerning the Church. Also read the Article concerning 

ordinances. Note questions that come to mind as you view these articles. Any 
question(s) you have may be the same one(s) your students ask. 

• Read the Scriptural basis for this lesson: Ephesians 1:22-23a, 2:19-21; Revelation 19:7; 
1 Corinthians 11:23-29, 12:12-31; Hebrews 10:25; Romans 6:1-7, 16:5; Acts 2:42-47, 
16:30-34; Matthew 28:19-20; 

• Highlight the connections between the key points of the lesson and the Scripture 
passages referenced. 

• Prepare the student lesson. 
• Consider asking your pastor to be part of this class. He may be a help in talking with 

students and/or parents about being baptized or sharing in communion. 

Needed: 
• Student workbook, Bible and pencil for each student 
• Copy(ies) of MC Constitution with Articles of Faith and Practice 
• Marker board, markers and eraser 
• Blank sheets of paper, one per student 
• Markers 

Getting Started: 
Begin your class with a short prayer. Ask God to help students understand what He wants to 
say to them about the importance of being part of a church. 
 
Distribute student workbooks, Bibles and pencils. Students answer first question on page 64, 
describing what their church looks like. Ask, “What is your earliest memory of going to 
church?” Volunteers answer. Then say, “What does your church look like?” Again let 
volunteers answer, this time sharing their answers from the first question. Talk about the 
colors, windows, pews, floors, the activities, the people, etc. Guide the discussion to point out 
that most of us—if asked what the church looks like or is—would describe the building we call 
a church. 
 
Then say, “But the Bible never uses the word church to identify a place or building of 
worship.” Write the word Church on the marker board. “Instead, the word church always 
refers to people—people who believe in Jesus.” 
 



The next statement can help you understand where your students are in deciding to follow 
Jesus. Say, “If you have received Jesus as your Savior and Lord, raise your hand.” Wait 
for a moment to let students respond, and continue. “Then YOU ARE the Church because 
the Church is people who believe in Jesus.” Underline the letters “U” and “R” in the word 
Church to emphasize that the Church is people. Because many of us have a foggy picture of 
the Church, we struggle being all God wants us to be. Stress that we need a clear view of what 
the Church is and how important it is to God. Say, “The Bible gives us some pictures of 
what the Church is like that can help us better understand and appreciate the Church.” 
Assign students to read Ephesians 1:22-23a, Revelation 19:7, and Ephesians 2:19-22. Instruct 
students to fill in the blanks as the verses are read. (Answers: body, bride, household, building) 
Say, “What awesome pictures—His body, His bride, and His house.” Make the point that 
each of these pictures describes the special relationship Jesus has with the Church—those 
people who believe in Him, including your students if they have decided to follow Jesus. 
Clearly the Church is important to God, and it should be to us. 

Study: 
Direct the students’ attention to the paragraph in the workbook under the Article of Faith 
heading. Read the article of faith as students follow along. Have students circle any words that 
are new to them. (Words printed in bold are listed in the Glossary.) Take time for students to 
discuss possible meanings for new terms they identify and look those up in the Glossary. Then 
discuss the paragraph, noting any concepts that may require more explanation during the 
study time. 
 
Have a volunteer read the paragraph after the Article that addresses the Church. Note: In this 
lesson, we will use Church with a capital “C” when referring to the universal or worldwide body 
of Christ (all believers everywhere). When discussing one single congregation we will use 
church with a lowercase “c.” 
 
Work through the remaining study material as a group. As needed, ask students to read the 
Scripture passages aloud and/or divide into smaller groups for research-and-respond. 
 
Question 1. How does the Body work? 
Christ is the Head of the Body. The concept is pretty easy to understand— just as the 
different parts of the body work together directed by the brain, believers are to work together 
directed by Jesus Christ. 
 
The Body of Christ is an Organism. The Church is not an organization, like a business. 
Some of its functions are business-like, but in fact, the Church is an organism, a living group of 
people who believe Jesus. In Greek, the word Church actually means “called out ones.” The 
Church is people who have been called out to follow Jesus. 
 
The Body of Christ is Universal. Again, a pretty simple concept to understand. All true 
believers everywhere make up the Body of Christ. Explain to students that a person who goes 
to church is not necessarily part of the universal Church. Ask students, “What makes a 
person part of the universal Church?” The answer: believing in the Lord Jesus. Also, you 
cannot see the universal Church like you can see a local congregation’s building. The 
universal Church is spiritual and invisible. 
  



Every part of the Body has a special place. Ask each student to name a body part. If your 
group is small, you may want to go around a second time. No repeating parts. For example, 
once “heart” has been mentioned, it cannot be said again. Have students work in pairs to rank 
the body parts in order from most important to least important. Have pairs share their listings. 
Then ask, “Which body part would you be willing to give up for $1,000?” Allow responses. 
Help students to understand that even the part they think is least important may be too 
important to give up. Also, it might be possible to live without some body parts, but it is always 
more difficult. After some lively discussion, make the point that every part is important! The 
same is true with the Church. Have the same pairings read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 and 
complete the True/False exercise together. (Answers: F, F, T, T, T, F) Every believer in the 
Body of Christ has a special place in the Church, and we belong to each other because we 
belong to Christ. If a part that seems unimportant is taken away, the Body isn’t as useful or 
effective. Direct pairs to complete the 1 Corinthians 12 job hunt. (See Scripture for possible 
answers.) 
 
Now direct the students’ attention to Article of Faith box. Read the Article in the worksheet one 
phrase at a time as students follow along. Again have students circle any words that are new 
to them and take time to discuss possible meanings for new terms they identify. Look those up 
in the Glossary. 
 
Help students clearly understand the difference between a local church and the universal 
Church. A local church is a smaller group of Christians organized to serve God together and 
who meet in a specific location. The Bible teaches that God wants Christians to be part of a 
local church. He knows we benefit from celebrating, cultivating, caring, and communicating 
Christ together. Have students look up Hebrews 10:25 and fill in the blanks. (Answers: 
meeting, encourage) Explain that some professing Christians think they can follow Jesus 
without being involved in the spiritual life of a local church, but the price is high. Their personal 
relationship with God will be powerless. Stress that God in His wisdom gave us the local 
church. 
 
Question 2. What should the Body do? 
Briefly explain that believers do not have to meet in a church building to be the Body of Christ. 
Even today, some churches meet in homes, rented schools, remodeled stores or warehouses. 
Stress that believers are the Church, wherever they meet. Ask, “When they do meet 
together, what should a church do? Where can we look to discover what a church 
should do?” Allow students to respond. Guide the discussion to point out that the New 
Testament church is a good place to look. We can learn several principles from looking at what 
they did when they met together. Have students look up Acts 2:42-47 and list the four main 
things the early church committed themselves to. (Answers: apostles’ teaching, fellowship, 
breaking of bread, prayer) 
 
Direct the students’ attention back to the Article of Faith. Based on what the Bible teaches, our 
Article of Faith identifies other important activities a church should do. Now divide your group 
into pairs or small groups to complete the matching exercise. (Answers: E, D, A, G, B, C, H, F) 
Emphasize that when a church does what it should do, the people and the church grow. 
 
Point out to the students that two ordinances that the Church observes were commanded by 
Jesus Christ for His Body. Read the article concerning baptism and the Lord’s Supper from the 



workbook one phrase at a time as students follow along. Again have students circle any words 
that are new to them and take time to discuss possible meanings for new terms they identify. 
Look those up in the Glossary. 
 
The next statement can help you understand where your students are in deciding to follow 
Jesus. Say, “Have you been baptized?” Let students respond. Ask for a volunteer to read 
the paragraph on baptism. Leader, some of your students may have been baptized as infants. 
Be careful not to belittle or minimize that act on their behalf. If the topic comes up, simply point 
out that having their baby baptized is something parents do for their child. Explain that the 
baptism Jesus commands and our church practices is the decision of a person—adult or 
child—who wants to publicly show they have received Jesus as their Savior and Lord. 
 
Have the students look up the Romans 6, Acts 16, and Matthew 28 passages, and answer the 
questions to discover what the Bible teaches about baptism. (Answers: death, burial, 
resurrection; believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) Then 
read the paragraph describing the various methods of baptism. Note: When dealing with the 
terminology of methods, focus on understanding the concepts, rather than memorizing the 
words. As a large group, work through the paragraph stating what the Missionary Church 
practices. (Answers: immersion, united, death, into, burial, under, resurrection, out) 
 
Then ask, “Have you ever taken communion?” Let students respond. Ask for a volunteer to 
read the paragraph on the Lord’s Supper. Briefly share with the students how Jesus—on the 
night He would be betrayed—led the very first communion as part of the Passover Meal with 
His disciples. The Passover Meal represented God’s covenant or agreement with Israel in the 
Old Testament. The Lord’s Supper represents God’s covenant with believers. 
 
Have the students look up the 1 Corinthians 11 passage, and answer the questions to discover 
what the Bible teaches about baptism. (Answers: bread, cup, His death, examine ourselves, 
until He comes again) Explain to the students that to examine ourselves means to confess any 
sin and ask God to forgive us so that our hearts are clean and right before God when we take 
communion. Then read the paragraph describing the various methods of communion. Note: 
Just like with baptism, focus on understanding the concepts, rather than memorizing the 
terminology. As a large group, work through the paragraph stating what the Missionary Church 
practices. (Answers: symbols, remember, worship, believers, depend, strength) 
 
Just before the review, take time to summarize the key points of this lesson on the Church. 

Let’s Review. 
Work as a group to complete the review. Assign students to read a sentence using the correct 
word. (Answers: body, everywhere, organism, a different, God, Jesus, believer, immersion, 
represent, grow) 
 
Emphasize the Scripture to Learn. To teach Matthew 28:19-20 to students, have them write 
their own paraphrase. Read the verse together a couple of times. Present a little background 
information on this verse, and talk about what it means. This was Christ’s final command to His 
followers before ascending to Heaven. He tells them His purpose for the Church. We call this 
passage the Great Commission. Christ’s command is to make disciples, and we do this by 
going, baptizing, and teaching. Now have the students write the verse in their own words. 



My Response: 
As a follow-up to last week’s lesson say, “Raise your hand if you kept your promise to 
spend daily time praying and studying God’s Word over the last week.” Encourage the 
students to continue this practice on their own, even though it’s not part of this week’s 
response. 
 
Refer students to the beginning of the lesson where they answered the question about what 
their church looks like. They should have a better understanding of what the Church is 
according to Scripture. Say, “Now based on what you have learned, on a separate sheet of 
paper, draw a new picture that will remind you of what the Church is, how the Church 
works, and or what the Church should be doing.” Have markers available for this exercise. 
Across the bottom of their picture, have students finish the sentence—The Church is important 
to me because…. 
 
Close in prayer, thanking God for making us part of His body when we receive Him and 
designing us to grow and serve Him in the local church. 
  



Let’s Explore Our Faith Lesson 11 
The Missionary Church—My Church 

Aims: 
• To introduce the history, purpose and present ministries of the Missionary Church 
• To understand how the Missionary Church and their local church are organized to serve 

God together 
• To respond by devoting their life to the Lord’s service 

 

Preparation: 
• From the Missionary Church Constitution, read the Preamble and Articles concerning 

the Missionary Church’s history, name, purpose, and objectives. Also review the Article 
of Faith concerning the Church. Note questions that come to mind as you view these 
portions of the Constitution. Any question(s) you have may be the same one(s) your 
students ask. 

• Read the Scriptural basis for this lesson: 1 Peter 4:17; John 1:12; Deuteronomy 32:7; 2 
Timothy 2:15; Romans 12:1. 

• Highlight the connections between the key points of the lesson and the Scripture 
passages referenced. 

• Prepare the student lesson. Note: This lesson involves significant research on your part, 
though most if not all of what you will need is available from the Missionary Church 
home office or on the MC website, including current denominational statistics, district 
maps, and missionary profiles. If you cannot find the information you want, contact the 
home office via phone (260) 747-2027 or e- mail: info@mcusa.org. You will also need to 
talk with your pastor or other church officers to find the information necessary to 
complete the review section of the lesson that deals with your local church. Our desire 
is that through this lesson, your students and you will come to appreciate our Missionary 
Church heritage, become excited about what God is doing through our denomination—
including your own church—and respond by wanting to be used by God in that work.  

Needed: 
• Student workbook, Bible and pencil for each student 
• Copy(ies) of MC Constitution with Articles of Faith and Practice 
• Marker board, markers, and eraser 
• Post-it notes, pen or markers 
• Current Missionary Church statistics—available from home office or MC website: 

www.mcusa.org. 
• Copy of Merging Streams, history of Missionary Church by Eileen Lageer 
• Current local church information and statistics—available from your church office 
• List of local church leaders’ names, phone numbers and/or email addresses—available 

from your church office 

Getting Started: 
Begin your class with a short prayer. Ask God to help students understand what He wants to 
say to them about the importance of the leadership and ministry of your church and the 



Missionary Church as a whole. 
 
Distribute student workbooks, Bibles, and pencils. Students answer first question on page 73, 
decorating their family tree. Ask, “What family members live in your house? What family 
members do you usually see every week? What family members do you see only once a 
year? What family members do you almost never see? What family members can you 
name who lived 100 years ago?” Volunteers answer. Then say, “Why did God give us 
families?” Again let volunteers answer. Talk about the love, security, acceptance, training, 
fun, and other benefits of being part of a family. Guide the discussion to point out that the 
biggest job of the family is to spiritually prepare children for life. 
 
Then write the word Church on the marker board. Remind the students that the Bible never 
uses the word church to identify a place or building of worship. Instead, the word church 
always refers to people—people who believe in Jesus. Ask, “In last week’s lesson, what 
three pictures of the Church did we see in the Bible that help us understand and 
appreciate the Church better?” Allow volunteers to answer. (Answer: His body, His bride, 
His house)  
 
Have volunteers read 1 Peter 4:17 and John 1:12. Instruct students to fill in the blanks as the 
verses are read. (Answers: God, family, receive, name, children) Say, “God’s gift of 
salvation and eternal life makes you a child of God.” Emphasize that as God’s child, not 
only will we be with Jesus forever in Heaven someday, but God is with us—and every child of 
His—right now and always. Say, “That is incredible! Especially when you think about the 
fact that God’s family is all over the world.” 
 
Direct the students’ attention to the two paragraphs following John 1:12. Read these as the 
group follows along in their student workbooks. 

Study: 
Work through the remaining study material as a group. As needed, ask students to read the 
Scripture passages aloud. Take time to discuss the informational material about the Missionary 
Church and insert the statistics you researched. Have any maps available to share with the 
students at the appropriate times. 
 
Our Past. 
Instruct students to read Deuteronomy 32:7 and do the exercise. (Answers: Remember the 
days of old; Consider the generation long past; Ask your father and he will tell you) Emphasize 
the importance of history in helping us understand how we got where we are today. 
 
Have students work with a partner to complete the Missionary Church story. (Answers: 
denominations, preaching, world, Ramseyer, organized) Ask, “What do we learn about the 
Missionary Church from this short story?” Allow students to answer. How can this bit of 
Missionary Church history help us now and in the future? Again, allow discussion. Guide 
discussion to point out that knowing a little history of the Missionary Church, and about the 
people who made the history, can encourage us to follow their example to live by faith, help us 
be more appreciative of our church family, and challenge us to boldly reach people for Jesus. 
Show students a copy of Merging Streams by Eileen Lageer.  
  



Our Purpose. 
Now direct the students’ attention to the Missionary Church purpose statement in the 
workbook. Read the purpose statement from the Constitution one phrase at a time as students 
follow along. Have students circle any words that are new to them (words printed in bold are 
listed in the Glossary) and take time to discuss possible meanings for new terms they identify. 
Look those up in the Glossary. Then discuss the paragraph, noting any concepts that may 
require more explanation during the study. 
 
Explain that a purpose statement is a sentence that tells what a church’s goal is—its reason for 
existing and growing. Ask for a volunteer to re-read the purpose statement of the Missionary 
Church. Have students answer the two related questions. (Answers: to give glory to God, 
being holy people, building His Church) Ask, “What does it mean to give glory to God?” 
Allow students to respond. Basically, giving glory to God means to praise, honor, and worship 
God by what I think, say, and do. The Bible is clear—God is the only One worthy to receive 
glory. Then have students look at the paragraph that defines being holy people of God and 
building His Church, and do the matching exercise. (Answers: evangelism—sharing the Good 
News, discipleship—helping new believers in Jesus to grow, multiplication—planting or 
beginning new churches…) 
 
Our Present. 
Say, “So what does the Missionary Church look like today?” Understanding how we are 
organized and how we serve God together will help us have a clearer picture. 
 
Question 1. How do we serve God together? 
(Answer: World Missions) Have a volunteer read the paragraph on world missions. Stress that 
from our beginning, the Missionary Church has been committed to sharing the Good News of 
salvation by faith in Jesus Christ with people everywhere. More than ever we are distinctly 
dedicated to missions—telling people in a different country, different culture or in a different 
language group about Jesus and helping them to start new churches. Give students the 
Missionary Church fast facts related to World Partners. 
 
(Answer: Church Planting) Have a volunteer read the paragraph on church planting. 
Emphasize that obeying Jesus’s command to “go and make disciples” includes reaching the 
people who live next door, in our city, in our state, and throughout our country. It requires 
starting new churches, also called church planting. If your church is involved in planting a new 
church, spend some extra time talking about that ministry. Maybe your church has plans to 
parent a new church, talk about that. If not, plant a seed—encourage these students to help 
whatever church they are part of to catch a vision to multiply itself by starting new churches. 
 
(Answer: Higher Education) Have a volunteer read the paragraph on higher education. Give 
the Missionary Church fast facts related to higher education. Point out that having a school like 
Bethel University is very important, especially as we continue to see new churches started and 
people becoming followers of Jesus. We need trained pastors, church planters, missionaries, 
and other church workers who will lead the way in making disciples. Again, this is a great time 
to plant a couple of seeds—maybe God will call your student(s) to be the pastor, church 
planter, missionary, or church worker that we need in the Missionary Church. Encourage them 
to be listening and obedient to whatever God calls them to do. Also challenge your students to 



consider Bethel University specifically when the time comes for them to choose a college. 
 

Let’s Review. 
This review is meant to be a fact-finding adventure to show students how their local church 
relates to the Missionary Church. It requires students to take their student workbooks home. 
(Optional: photocopy the review pages and give them to the students as worksheets.) Have 
students put a Post-It note on the page in the student workbook where the review starts, with 
an inch of the note showing outside the workbook. Have students write the word HOMEWORK 
on the inch showing outside the student workbook as a reminder to do the review. Also give 
each student the list of your church leaders and their phone numbers to use in their research. 
As a courtesy to your leaders, let them know to expect the students to contact them. Be sure to 
have students report their findings at your next meeting. 
 
Emphasize the Scripture to Learn. To teach Hebrews 10:25 to students, play this adaptation of 
“Duck, Duck, Goose!” Have the students stand in a circle. Choose one student to walk around 
the outside of the circle with a beanbag. Tell him/her to drop the beanbag behind someone. As 
soon as the beanbag is dropped, have all the students except the picked student run to the 
ends of the room or play area. Call the students back by saying, “Meet together!” As the 
students re-make the circle, lead the group in reading the verse. Repeat as time permits. 

My Response: 
Direct the students’ attention to the My Response section of the student workbook. Read the 
paragraph as they follow along. Then give your students a couple minutes of quiet time to read 
the Dear God letter, and think seriously about it BUT not sign it. Then pray with the class—
seed sown in this class will likely bear much fruit in the Missionary Church today and in the 
future! NOW, any students wishing to sign the letter may do so. Encourage those who do 
make this commitment to share it with their parent and a trusted member of the church family. 
  



Let’s Explore Our Faith Lesson 12 
The Return of Christ 

Aims: 
• To introduce the major events surrounding the second coming of Christ 
• To understand that joy and holy living should be the result of knowing Jesus is coming 

again 
• To respond by expressing their feelings about the return of Christ 

 

Preparation: 
• Read through the Articles of Faith about the last things. Though all of the Article will not 

be specifically included in the lesson, its concepts will be and you should be familiar 
with them. Note any questions that come to mind. Any question(s) you have may be the 
same one(s) your students ask. 

• Read the Scriptural basis for this lesson: Ps. 2:7-9, 96:13, 98:9; Eccl. 12:14; Isa. 9:3-7, 
11:6-9, 65:17, 66:22; Dan. 7:13-14, 12:2; Matt. 24:14-31, 36-51, 25:1-46; Mark 9:42-48, 
13:10, 32-37; Luke 21:27-28; John 5:24, 28-29, 14:1-3; Acts 1:11; Rom. 8:1, 29; 1 Cor. 
3:8-15, 4:2-5, 11:32, 15:24-25, 58; 2 Cor. 5:10; Eph. 1:3-14; Phil. 1:21-23, 3:20-21; Col. 
3:1-4; 1 Thess. 4:13-5:11; 2 Thess. 1:8-9, 2:1-10; 2 Tim. 4:8; Titus 2:12-13; Heb. 9:27-
28, 12:5-8; James 5:7-8; 2 Pet. 3:13; 1 John 2:28-3:3; Rev. 1:7, 22:12-13; 6:1-19:21, 
20:10-15, 21:1-22:7  

• Read the Article again. Highlight the connections between the key points of the lesson 
and the Scripture passages referenced. 

• Prepare the student lesson. 

Needed: 
• Student workbook, Bible and pencil for each student 
• Copy(ies) of MC Constitution with Articles of Faith and Practice 
• Marker board, markers, and eraser 

Getting Started: 
Begin your class by briefly reviewing their My Church Fast Facts findings from Lesson 11. 
Conclude your reporting with a short prayer. Thank God for the many ways your church helps 
them as believers in Jesus, and ask God to now help students understand what He wants to 
say to them about living their lives in light of Christ’s return. 
 
Distribute student workbooks, Bibles, and pencils. Students answer first question on page 81, 
exploring what words or pictures come to mind when they think of Jesus’s coming back. Say, 
“It is quite possible that we will still be alive on this earth when Jesus comes back. How 
would you feel if you witnessed His return?” Volunteers answer. Explain that those 
believers who are still living when Jesus returns will never die. Plus, if we are alive when Jesus 
comes back, we will—faster than our eyes can blink—receive our new bodies. (See 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-17 and 1 Corinthians 15:51-52.) What an exciting possibility! After that we 
will be with the Lord forever. 
 



Then say, “It’s great to think about still living when Jesus returns, but dying doesn’t 
change anything—Jesus is coming back!” Talk about how right now Jesus is getting 
heaven ready for us, and anticipating taking us to be with Him forever. That’s the message He 
gave to His disciples just before He was crucified. Have a volunteer(s) read John 14:1-3, and 
all students fill in the blanks. (Answer: I will come back) Emphasize that God’s great plan for us 
includes the return of Christ, but that doesn’t mean we know all the details. For instance, the 
Bible does not tell us exactly when Jesus will come back. Have a volunteer read 1 
Thessalonians 5:1, and all students fill in the blanks. (Answers: times, dates) Point out that the 
Bible goes on to describe Christ’s return like a thief coming to rob a house (1 Thessalonians 
5:2). Ask, “How does a thief come?” Allow volunteers to respond. Possible responses 
include: suddenly, with no warning, secretly. God did not tell us the exact time or day of 
Christ’s return because He wants us to be ready and watching. In fact, the Bible says that any 
effort to figure out the day or time of Christ’s return is simply silly. Not even God the Son, 
Jesus Christ, knows when He will return. Matthew 24:36 says, “No one knows about that day 
or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” 
 
The Bible also doesn’t give us every detail about all the events related to Jesus’s return, which 
can make studying last things challenging. Also, some prophetic sections of Scripture can be 
hard to comprehend or even understood in different ways by Christians, which can make 
studying last things perplexing. Explain to the students that God has clearly or literally told us 
what He wants us to know, and other not-quite-so-pressing details about prophetic events He 
tells us symbolically. We can trust the Holy Spirit to help us to learn what’s important as we 
study God’s Word. 

Study: 
Direct students’ attention to the Article of Faith paragraph in the workbook. Read the Article 
from the workbook one phrase at a time as students follow along. Have students circle any 
words that are new to them. Write the words on the board. (Words printed in bold are listed in 
the Glossary.) Take time for students to discuss possible meanings for new terms they identify 
and look those up in the Glossary. Then discuss the paragraph, noting any concepts that may 
require more explanation during the study time. 
 
Work through the remaining study material as a group. As needed, ask students to read the 
Scripture passages aloud. Note: many of the terms in this lesson may be new to your students, 
so be especially sensitive to their ability to assimilate new concepts and pace your speed 
through the lesson accordingly. 
 
Instruct students to read Acts 1:9-11 and fill in the blanks. (Answers: come, back, saw, go) In 
these verses, Jesus’s return to heaven is described. Jesus had just commanded the disciples 
to be His witnesses when He was taken up into the air as they watched. Encourage students 
to imagine the disciples’ surprise. Their eyes were glued to the sky for any glimpse of Him. 
Then the Bible says two men wearing white appeared—a common biblical description of 
angels—and said that Jesus would come back from heaven in a cloud. Point out that from this 
account, we believe that Jesus will come again as a person, in a physical body, and people will 
witness His return. 
 
Direct the students’ attention to the paragraph that begins, “Our goal in this lesson….” Re-
emphasize that God wants us to be aware of end-times events and study His Word to better 



understand them so that we can live in light of and long for His appearing. 
 
Event 1. The Rapture. 
Have students focus their attention on the first part of the paragraph that defines the Rapture. 
Have a volunteer read 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17. Explain that the Rapture is the first part of 
Christ’s return. We can believe the events of the Rapture will happen because we have 
Jesus’s word on it. Divide students into pairs or groups of 3. Assign each pair or group of 
students one of the run-on sentences to solve. Have pairs share their answers. (Answers: 
Jesus will come down from heaven in the clouds, Believers who have died will be resurrected 
first, Believers who are alive when Jesus returns will be caught up to meet Him in the air) 
 
Ask, “Why did Paul write these words?” Allow responses. The answer to this question can 
be found in verse 18—encourage each other with these words. Not only did he want them to 
be informed about last things, but also point out that he wanted to comfort believers when their 
believing loved ones died. Now ask, “How does knowing about the Rapture affect you?” 
Again, allow students to respond. 
 
Event 2. The Tribulation. 
Have a volunteer read the paragraph on the Tribulation. Direct the students to pair up. Each 
pair should read the Matthew 24:15-29 passage, listing at least four things told about the Great 
Tribulation. Allow pairs to share their discoveries. Stress how horrible the Tribulation will be for 
those people who are still living on earth. Matthew 24:22 says that no one would survive, 
except that God is in control of how long the persecution lasts. 
 
Make the point that while believers may not agree on when the Rapture will happen, most all 
agree on what will happen once Jesus comes back. Again, stress the importance of 
remembering the big picture—Jesus is coming back, and He tells us these things so that we 
will live rightly now and be ready. 
  
Event 3. The Revelation. 
Have a volunteer read the paragraph on the Revelation. Not to be confused with the book of 
Revelation, this event related to Christ’s return is when everyone will know that Jesus is Lord—
end of discussion. At the Revelation, everyone will know who God is and what He is like 
because of Jesus Christ’s return in power and glory. 
 
Direct the students’ attention to Revelation 19:11-16. Read the passage out loud as students 
follow along in their Bibles. Then have students individually complete the true or false exercise. 
(Answers: F, T, F, T, T, T, F, F, T) 
 
Event 4. The Millennium. 
Ask if anyone knows what the word millennium actually means. Allow responses. Explain that 
Christians use the term Millennium to describe Christ’s 1,000-year reign on the earth as 
righteous King, but they have different views on just how and when the 1,000 years will take 
place. Again, stress that while believers may not agree on how and when the Millennium will 
happen, they do agree on the important, big picture—Jesus is coming back, He will crush 
Satan, and He will reign forever! Have students pair up and work with their partner to read 
Revelation 20:1-6 and complete the sentences that describe millennial events. (Answers: 



…bound and thrown in the abyss—or bottomless pit—for 1,000 years; …resurrected and rule 
with Christ) 
 
Event 5. The Judgments. 
The Bible teaches several truths about judgment. First, when we believe in Jesus Christ, we 
cross from death to life and will not be condemned—judged guilty and punished forever (John 
5:24). Then, since believers are God’s children, He disciplines or judges us in this life (1 
Corinthians 11:32). But final judgment is after we die (Hebrews 9:27). Have students read the 
2 Corinthians 5 and Revelation 20 passages describing the Judgments related to Christ’s 
return. Instruct them to complete the matching exercise. (Answers: B, A, A, B, B, B) 
 
Emphasize that we are not saved by our actions—only by trusting in Jesus to forgive our sins. 
All the names of persons who have believed in Jesus are written in the Book of Life. But at the 
Great White Throne Judgment, actions are seen as proof of having a personal relationship with 
God. The other books opened tell the deeds of everyone, good or bad. 
 
Event 6. The Eternal State. 
After the Judgments comes eternal life either with Jesus in heaven because you’re God’s child, 
or without Jesus in hell because you rejected His gift of salvation. Then Revelation 21:1 says 
that God will prepare a new heaven and a new earth. What a future! He didn’t tell us 
everything we’d like to know about eternity, but we know it will be wonderful to be with Jesus 
forever. Have students read 2 Peter 3:10-13 and complete the multiple- choice exercise. 
(Answers: b, a, d) 
 
Ask, “So how should we live because Jesus is coming back?” Read the following short 
story to the students. 
 
Tom and Bill were brothers. One Saturday morning, their father woke them early. He said, “I 
have to do some unexpected work at the office today. I’ll be home at three o’clock. If you boys 
have your Saturday chores finished when I come home, I’ll take you golfing. If either of you 
hasn’t finished, he won’t get to go.” 
 
Tom rolled out of bed and got to work. Even before his mother called him for breakfast, he was 
finished with his chores. After breakfast, he had time to read and work on a model car he was 
building. After lunch, he got his golf clubs ready, then watched a baseball game on television. 
 
Bill rolled over in bed when his father left. “I’ve got plenty of time before Dad comes home,” he 
thought to himself as he drifted back to sleep. He was still asleep when his mother called him 
for breakfast. After breakfast, he watched cartoons on television. After lunch, he fixed the 
gears on his bike. He never even thought about the chores his father had assigned. 
  
At 2:50pm, both Tom and Bill heard the crunch of gravel in the driveway as Dad drove in. 
 
Have students circle their answers to the story questions. (Answers: Tom, Bill, Yes, Those who 
are ready) Briefly discuss the story. Stress that Dad’s coming home was the same for both 
boys, but their reactions were very different. It wasn’t because Dad came home two different 
ways, but because the boys had prepared differently. Make the connection to our preparations 
for Christ’s second coming. 



 
The Bible teaches there are three parts to being ready for Christ’s return. First, accept God’s 
gift of salvation through Jesus. Have a volunteer read Acts 2:38. Instruct students to fill in the 
blanks. (Answers: Repent, Jesus, Christ, forgiveness, sins) 
 
Secondly, live a holy and godly life. Direct the students’ attention to 2 Peter 3:11 reprinted in 
the workbooks. Instruct students to circle the words that describe the kind of lives we should 
live. (Answers: holy, godly) Emphasize that Jesus wants us to spend our time becoming more 
like Him. 
 
Finally, do the important work Jesus gave us to do in this world. Instruct students to read Mark 
16:15-16 and fill in the blanks. (Answers: Go, good, all, believes, saved, condemned) Make the 
point that as we grow in Christ-like character—loving Him and serving Him wholeheartedly—
Jesus will give us the chances and boldness to tell others about Him. 

Let’s Review. 
Have students do the review match individually or with a partner. (Answers: Rapture—
Believers taken up to be with Christ, Tribulation—A seven-year period of great trouble, 
Millennium—Thousand-year reign of Christ on earth, Revelation—Completion of the second 
coming) 
 
Emphasize the Scripture to Learn. To teach 1 John 3:2b-3 to students, sing the words to the 
tune of “Michael, Row Your Boat Ashore”: “But we know that when he appears we shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is, Alleluia! Everyone who has this hope in Him Purifies 
himself, just as He is pure, Alleluia!” 
 
Explain that our becoming more like Jesus will be complete when we see Jesus. Until then, we 
should look forward to His coming and stay ready by following Jesus’s example of purity. He 
lived rightly and free from sin. We should want to live in a way that pleases God, so we can be 
excited when Jesus comes, not ashamed. 

My Response: 
Direct the students’ attention to the My Response section of the student workbook. Have 
students work alone to finish the sentences. This exercise explores their feelings about end 
times’ events. Some students may find these topics particularly frightening. We should never 
use students’ fear to manipulate them into a spiritual decision. However, it is appropriate to 
help them understand that the only way to be prepared for these events is by believing in 
Jesus as Lord and Savior. Be prepared to counsel any student who expresses concern or a 
desire to accept God’s gift of salvation. 
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