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Croeso  | Welcome 
 
Laden with enough history to create a spectacle while retaining a 
cosmopolitan edge, Wales is the real deal. A nation built on the 
foundations of a proud, illustrious history and shaped by a bold and 
daring vision for the future – it’s time we let the world know we’re 
here. 
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Wales | Cymru  



The land of legends, adventures and castles, unique history and full of scenic 
beauty offering exciting activities and experiences. 
  
One  of Britain's most pristine and greenest stretches of land, offering  3  
national parks and 5 areas of outstanding natural beauty, 3 UNESCO World 
heritage sites, over 200 golf courses, 641 castles, 7 national museums that 
are free and 1,400 km of majestic coastal path.  
 
Wales is young and modern,  classic yet traditional. A country full of contrasts 
, rounded off by a warm welcome and a deep-rooted passion – Welsh, the 
oldest living language in Europe.  
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This is Wales 



1. Venues & Hotels- from castles to golf resorts, vibrant city centres to country estates, budget to 
academic  to 5* - a vast choice. 

2. Wales’ Academic credentials – knowledge hubs for ambassadors 
3. Award winning companies, legendary landscapes, and unique attractions for team building and 

training 
4. Beautiful natural landscapes – a place to reinvigorate and develop in wide open spaces 
5. Professional people  with expert experience sharing  innovative thinking by creating successful 

memorable events 
6. Wales’ commitment to research & development and innovation – technology, engineering, 

energy, the environment and life sciences are leading sectors in Wales 
7. Decisions are made quickly and effectively in Wales 
8. Wales is good for delegates – affordable & accessible 
9. Out of conference experiences  are plentiful in attractions and locations all over Wales 
10. Wales has a great story to tell of an agile and innovative nation with a global outlook. 
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Ten reasons why Wales 
There are many reasons to choose Wales for your next business event, whether a meeting, 

incentive, conference or team building activity.  Here are a few: 





North: Home to Snowdonia National Park and the 
impressive castles and fortified towns of Caernarfon and 
Conwy. Venue Cymru is located in Llandudno. Home also 
to the Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod, Airbus 
UK and the towns of Wrexham and Flint. 
 
Mid Wales :Highlights include Portmeirion, the seaside 
university town of Aberystwyth and the National Library of 
Wales. Centre for Alternative Technology is a great unique 
venue 
 
South West: The National Botanic Garden of Wales, 
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park and the city of 
Swansea  
 
South East: Home to our capital City, Cardiff, as well as 
Newport where the new International Convention Centre 
Wales (ICC Wales) is located . Top attractions and 
experiences are plentiful in this area such as Principality 
Stadium and ICC Wales. 
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Wales 

https://wales.com/about-wales/regions/mid-wales
https://wales.com/about-wales/regions/south-west-wales
https://wales.com/about-wales/regions/cardiff-south-east-wales


Cardiff – The 

Welsh Capital 
 
Cardiff, the capital since 1955, is a 
vibrant cosmopolitan city with an 
exciting mix of historical and modern 
architecture and residents.  
 
Cardiff Castle is just steps from the 
famous Principality Stadium and the 
city centre with its many Victorian 
and Edwardian arcades, cafés, 
restaurants and chic shopping 
centres – all within easy walking 
distance of key attractions and hotels 
-  ideal for exploring on foot. 
 
Cardiff Bay offers  a great leisure, 
dining and event experience   around 
the Wales Millennium Centre and 
The Senedd, seat of the Welsh 
Government.  

 



NorthWales  
 
 
 

North Wales has been named among the 

top places in the world to visit according to 

Lonely Planet’s annual Best in Travel list 

2017. 

 

The imposing mountains of the famous 

Snowdonia National Park meet historic 

sites, Victorian seaside resorts, 

impressive castles and an idyllic 

landscape with beautiful coastal regions. 

 

The 13th century castles of  Conwy, 

Beaumaris, Caernarfon and Harlech are 

impressive and are  all designated 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites.  In 

contrast, the Italian-style fantasy village of 

Portmeirion, which opened in 1925 offers 

a truly fabulous experience. 

 

Other strengths in North Wales include Ty 

Pawb in Wrexham along with its 

University, Glyndwr,  the Orbit Centre and 

advanced manufacturing at Airbus in 
Flintshire.  



MidWales 
The Cambrian Mountains, the 

central highlands – the green heart 

of Wales. Home to the National 

Library of Wales and the Centre 

for Alternative Technology is 

located here  - a brilliant venue 

that is different, sustainable and 

responsible. 

 

The wilderness of the Cambrian 

Mountains and the Elan Valley  

enchants. Added to this some 

historic castles, country estates,  

old abbeys, small market towns 

and a lot of nature beckons.  

 

The region is also a magnet for 

wildlife fans  as you can  see 

around 600 red kits a day feeding 

in various centres like the Gigrin 

Farm Red Kite Feeding Centre 
 



WestWales 
The Pembrokeshire Coast 

National Park is the UK's only 

coastal national park. An area of 

beautiful beaches, small harbours 

and great coastal hiking trail. It 

forms part of the 1,400km coastal 

path of Wales.   

 

Take a boat trip to one of the 

many islands, such as Ramsey 

Island, to watch seabirds, seals 

and dolphins. 

 

The Gower Peninsula is also part 

of this region. Just outside the city 

of Swansea, Gower captivates 

with its seclusion and beautiful 

coastline with magical spots like 

Worm's Head in Rhossili Bay. 
  

 



SouthWales  
 
The region around the capital Cardiff,  
south of Brecon Beacons National 
Park and to the border of England – 
this area was once the engine of  
industrialisation. An area rich in history, 
advancements and now reinventing 
itself.  
 
In Blaenavon, you can delve 90 metres 
underground  into a former coal mine, 
escorted by former miners, or visit the 
ironworks, which opened in 1788 – a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
 
The Wye Valley sits proud close to the 
Brecon Beacons National Park, which 
was the first area to be awarded with 
international light sanctuary status.. 
 
The area offers a real mix of quirky, 
historical and purpose built venues, as 
well as a good range of 
accommodation, incentives and 
experiences.  
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Incentive examples  
Wales offers a wide range of incentives. Here are some examples : 
 

Incentive 1: Sing & Stage  

Wales is the land of song and 

where better to try out your 

baritone, tenor or top 

soprano voices than with a 

private singing session with 

Welsh National Opera in the 

Wales Millennium Centre. Try 

out your new found vocals on 

the infamous stage and take 

a private behind the scenes 

tour of the building with the 

architect Jonathan Adams – 

a money can’t buy 

experience. 

Incentive 2: Zip & Food  

Zip World offers extraordinary 

experiences in a unique setting. 

Based at three stunning locations in 

North Wales, there are 11 unique 

experiences including the world’s 

fastest zip wire and the UK’s only 

alpine coaster. The Gallery also offers 

an exclusive use space including a 

terrace and viewing platform which 

can hold drinks receptions and private 

meetings. Combine with a foodie trail 

experience across North Wales taking 

in farm shops, vineyards, distilleries, 

cheese makers and chocolate 

makers.  

Incentive 3: Mint & Vine 

Combine a private dinner or event with 

a behind the scenes factory and 

exhibition tour at Britain’s oldest 

manufacturing organisation and the 

world’s leading export mint. The Royal 

Mint located in Llantrisant just 30 

minutes from Cardiff City Centre 

currently makes coins and medals for 

approximately 80 countries worldwide. 

The impressive space at the Royal 

Mint Experience can also be privately 

hired for a truly unique event. Combine 

with a vineyard tour and dining 

experience at Llanerch Vineyard. 
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Incentive examples  

Incentive 4: Retreat & Fforest  

Retreat West in St Davids, Pembrokeshire; the Twr y Felin 

art Hotel, 12th Century Roch Castle Hotel and the 19th 

Century Penrhiw Hotel offer a 2 Rosette fine dining 

restaurant and incentive packages for wellness experiences 

that include spa treatments and culture experiences which 

are half day tours covering; archaeology, history, castles, 

art, nature and foraging. Add Fforest to the mix and your 

balance will be well and truly restored! Offering on site 

canoeing, wild swimming and bushcraft as well as a 

wellness Swedish barrel sauna in the woods, yoga and 

massage. Fforest have the space, facilities and skills to 

create a truly unique and creative event. A place to think set 

in 200 acres of forest farm in a giant tipi, a garden pavilion 

or informal spaces such as a pizza barn close to a fire pit. 

And you can sleep there too – accommodating up to 100 

people in a 5 star farmhouse and crogloft cottages 

Incentive 5: Curated Wonders  

Ever considered yourself an art lover? How about 

exclusive access to a collection of international standard 

and not on public view of ‘The Art Collection – Works on 

Paper’ at National Museum Cardiff? See original 

sketches and initial drawings that now form 28,000 

works on paper that comprise works from Rembrandt to 

Picasso, Cézanne and Turner to Augustus and Gwen 

John. Experience these fascinating works of art and 

combine with a curated visit to see Cardiff Castle, a 

Welsh Victorian Camelot, one of the finest examples of 

gothic revival architecture, a magnificent legacy from 

the collaboration from Burges and the Marquess of 

Bute. A real wow moment.  
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Incentive Ideas 
Call of the Wild 

Call of the Wild offers excellent training programmes for team building and management 

development. They are also specialists in outdoor incentives such as canyoning or 

coasteering. www.callofthewild.co.uk  

 

The Royal Mint Experience 

The world's leading export mint, making coins and medals for an average of 60 countries 

every year, producing 90 million coins and blanks a week - almost five billion coins a year.  

They offer space for business meetings and events which include a private tour of the mint – 

a great opportunity to impress. www.royalmint.com  

 

Penderyn Distillery produces award-winning single malt whiskies and spirits in the foothills 

of the Brecon Beacons and offer great VIP private tours of the distillery. ww.Penderyn.wales 

  

Surf Snowdonia 

The first domestic surf lagoon in the heart of beautiful north Wales, set against the backdrop 

of the forests and mountains of Snowdonia National Park.  www.surfsnowdonia.com  

 

Chepstow Race Course 

The home of the most prestigious Welsh racing event, the Coral Welsh Grand National. The 

racecourse can be used for meetings and private boxes for corporate clients. 

www.chepstow-racecourse.co.uk  

http://www.callofthewild.co.uk/
http://www.royalmint.com/
http://www.penderyn.wales/
http://www.surfsnowdonia.com/
http://www.chepstow-racecourse.co.uk/
http://www.chepstow-racecourse.co.uk/
http://www.chepstow-racecourse.co.uk/


Zip World offers an amazing experience above Penrhyn Quarry in Bethesda where the longest 

and fastest zip line in the world is housed – Zip World Velocity.   It also offers meeting rooms and 

other incentives for small groups.  www.zipworld.co.uk  

 

Rib Ride is the best provider of adventure rib boat tours in Wales.  Explore Anglesey in a fun 

and fast way, while the guide shares the island's history.  www.ribride.co.uk  

 

Bounce Below is the world's first underground playground, with trampolines in a variety of 

caves. www.zipworld.co.uk/adventure/bounce-below  

 

Snowdon Mountain Railway is a cog railway that runs from Llanberis 7.5 kilometres to the top 

of Mount Snowdon, the highest mountain in Wales. It is one of the Great Little Trains of Wales, 

an association of various historic narrow gauge railways that run throughout the country.  

www.snowdonrailway.co.uk  

 

Loving Welsh Food offer’s a walking food tasting tour where you visit places of interest and of 

historical significance, learning about the capital and Cardiff Bay along the way. The tours 

include tastings of traditional and modern Welsh food and drinks, such as Welshcakes, Welsh 

meat and cheese specialties, Laverbread  as well as Welsh beers, cider, gins and whisky.  

www.lovingwelshfood.uk  

 

Fforest offers on site canoeing, wild swimming, bushcraft , a Swedish barrel sauna in the woods, 

yoga and massage.   It offer the space, facilities and skills to create a truly unique and creative 

event. A place to think set in 200 acres of forest farm in a giant tipi, a garden pavilion or informal 

spaces such as a pizza barn close to a fire pit. And you can sleep there too – accommodating up 

to 100 people in a 5 star farmhouse and crogloft cottages  www.coldatnight.co.uk   

http://www.zipworld.co.uk/
http://www.ribride.co.uk/
http://www.zipworld.co.uk/adventure/bounce-below
http://www.zipworld.co.uk/adventure/bounce-below
http://www.zipworld.co.uk/adventure/bounce-below
http://www.snowdonrailway.co.uk/
http://www.lovingwelshfood.uk/
http://www.coldatnight.co.uk/
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#MeetInWales  

Our meeting and event spaces, set in bustling towns and cities, are not 

simply venues, but experiences too. They are often just a stone’s throw 

from glorious countryside or our relaxing coast. Our stunning backdrops 

encourage creative thinking. Choose from a meeting in a castle, in a city 

centre to a boardroom on the coast, a country house hotel in the middle 

of a National Park to a brand new convention centre surrounded by 

woodland. The choice is yours. 

 

Wales: offering unique outdoor experiences in natural landscapes, 

stunning National Parks and 870 miles/1,400 km of rugged coastline – 

makes Wales a dream location for corporate team building adventures of 

all kinds. From canyoning to hiking to exploring underground caves to 

bushcraft courses. From foraging to a chef’s kitchen challenge, making 

our famous Welsh cakes, or taking a food safari – there are options 

galore to support your meetings  



#MeetInWales  

Rewarding your team, colleagues or clients is a vital part of 

business. Wales has a wide range of incentive ideas for you to 

choose from.  

With luxurious spa breaks and an abundance of vineyards, 

breweries, whisky and gin distilleries to tour around. A round of 

golf on The Twenty Ten Ryder Cup course or a Wales cookery 

master class session – just a few examples of incentive ideas, 

but there’s so much more to discover . 
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With a diverse venue choice, complemented by ICC Wales – a new 

convention centre accommodating up to 5,000 delegates, makes it an 

ideal time to choose Wales for your next conference.  

 

Wales’ eight universities, four of which are in the world’s top 500 (QS 

World Rankings), are knowledge hubs for ambassadors and most with 

conference and meeting space. 

 

Wales is known for its workforce expertise and building strong links 

between higher education and industry. From global players in Life 

Sciences and Tech, to pioneers in Energy and Environment, Advanced 

Materials and Manufacturing – Wales is home to thriving global brands 

like Aston Martin, FTSE 100 Admiral, Airbus, GE Aviation, and Deloitte.  

 

Wales is committed to R&D and innovation, putting it at the forefront in 

developments in technology, engineering, energy, the environment and 

life sciences. The University of South Wales leads the way in the 

development of cyber security and is the only university in the UK with 

GCHQ accreditation for computer forensics. We have a great story to tell 

of an agile and innovative nation with a truly global outlook.  
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Wales is known for hosting many global events such as the Rugby 

World Cup 2015, the UEFA Champions League Final 2017, the Volvo 

Ocean Race 2018 as well as NATO Summit 2014.  

 

Wales’ credentials are credible. We are connected. We are accessible. 

The landscapes of Wales, paired with the unique activities we can 

offer, means that we provide a versatile offering to suit events of all 

sizes, whether it’s larger international events and conferences, smaller 

executive meetings or incentives and team building in our superb 

natural environment.  
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Out of conference experiences  
A small selection of activities for out of conference experiences 

 

Cardiff Castle 

The castle sits right in the centre of Cardiff close to all amenities and offers insights into 

its 2,000-year-old history. The must visit attraction in Cardiff. www.cardiffcastle.com  

 

Principality Stadium Cardiff 

Experience a behind the scenes tour of the majestic Principality stadium with a rugby 

legend. A 74,500 seater stadium with a retractable roof , the venue is host to many a 

sporting event such as Rugby World Cup , the UEFA Champions League Final in 2017 as 

well as hosts to concerts such as Rolling Stones, Beyonce and Take That.  It also hosts 

motor sports, BSI Speedway, exhibitions, dinners and events. 

www.principalitystadium.wales 

 

Wales Millennium Centre 

A must for all. A wonderful building that is state of the art and home to 7 diverse arts 

orgnaisations including Welsh National Opera, the Urdd (Europe’s largest youth 

movement), Ty Cerdd and HiJinx theatre.  It offers a great entertainmnet programme from 

opera to stand up to West end musicals as well as one off wonders.  It also houses retail 

outlets, cafes, bars and even has its own 5* hostel on site. www.wmc.org.uk 
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Portmeirion 

The small village in north Wales, built in the 20th century by architect Sir Clough Williams-

Ellis was designed in the style of a Mediterranean Italian coastal resort.  It houses a hotel, a 

castle and quirky accommodation across the village as well as great gardens, dining and 

event space.  www.portmeirion.wales  

  

Pontcysyllte Aqueduct 

The Pontcysyllte Aqueduct in north-east Wales is not only the oldest and longest drivable 

aqueduct in Britain, but also the highest in the world and is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

www.pontcysyllte-aqueduct.co.uk  

 

National Museum Wales Collection 

Amgueddfa Cymru – National Museum Wales comprises seven museums across Wales 

including National Museum Cardiff, St Fagans National Museum of History, Big Pit National 

Coal Museum, National Wool Museum, National Slate Museum, National Roman Legionary 

Museum and the National Waterfront Museum – and all are FREE entry.  

https://museum.wales/  

 

Wales Coastal Path 

Wales is the first country in the world to have a dedicated footpath that hugs the entire 

coastline – all 1,400km of glorious diversity. You don’t’ even need to be a dedicated walker 

as you’ll find short stretches for a quick and easy walk as well as longer challenging hikes.  

www.walescoastpath.gov.uk 
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Venues 
ICC Wales  

Opening July 2019,  ICC Wales, will be the first International Convention 

Centre in Wales.  The large slate and glass building will cater for over 5,000 

delegates and has direct bridge access into fresh air and woodland.  Offering 

26,000 sqm footprint that will house 1,500 seat auditorium, 2,000 car parking 

spaces, 4,000 sqm pillar free main hall, just minutes from the M4 motorway 

and easily accessible to major train stations and 2 international airports. 

www.iccwales.com 

 

Venue Cymru  

Venue Cymru is a theatre, conference centre and arena in Llandudno, offering 

space for up to 1,500 delegates.  It is just 1.5 hours from Mancherster or 

Liverpool and is served by a great mix of accommdation along the Victorian 

seaside resort of Llandudno. www.venuecymru.co.uk  

 

Cardiff Convention Bureau offers a full convention bureau service to Cardiff 

and South East Wales region where they can facilitate support on 

accommodation on venues, attractions, accommodation and event providers.  

www.meetincardiff.com  

 

 

#MeetInWales  

http://www.iccwales.com/
http://www.venuecymru.co.uk/
http://www.meetincardiff.com/


Accommodation 
From 5-star luxury resorts and hotels to small exclusive boutique hotels, historic mansions, castles, academic 

bedrooms or incentive camps – the choice of accommodation of all categories in Wales is wide. Here's a taste: 

  

The Vale Resort/Hensol Castle 4* 

The Vale Resort offers 143 bedrooms set in 650-acre of fabulous grounds, two championship golf courses and 

Wales’ largest spa.  Hensol Castle, a 17th century castle  is a leading event venue with its charm and location. The 

Resort offers offers 13 multifunctional suites and can accommodate 10-700 delegates. www.valeresort.com  

 

Cardiff Hoteliers Association 

A consotria of 34 brand and independent hotels servicing the needs of Cardiff .  Offering over 10,000 bedrooms in 

accommodation options from 5* to budget across Cardiff city centre and Cardiff Bay. www.cardiffhoteliers.co.uk  

 

Celtic Manor Resort 5* 

The 5-star resort hosted the 2010 Ryder Cup and the 2014 NATO Summit. In addition to 3 golf courses, the 2,000-

hectare property also houses 7 restaurants, 2 spas a 332-room hotel and 46 meeting rooms. www.celtic-manor.com  

  

The Celtic Manor Collection 

The Celtic Manor Collection is made up of the Celtic Manor Resort hotel, The Manor House Hotel, The Newbridge 

on Usk and the Coldra Court Hotel - in total offering more than 600 bedrooms across the collection. www.celtic-

manor.com/hotels-lodges  
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The Quay Hotel and Spa 4* 

Situated on the estuary just across Conwy, the 4-star The Quay Hotel and Spa boasts stunning views and short 

commutes into Snowdonia National Park, with the medieval town of Conwy and Victorian Llandudno. 

www.quayhotel.co.uk  

  

Palé Hall 5*  

Palé Hall is a luxury exclusive, independently-owned country house hotel and restaurant in North Wales. The hotel 

is an AA 5-star property and a member of  Relaîs & Chateaux. Chef Gareth Stevenson serves his own creations at 

the renowned three-rosette-winning restaurant. The Victorian mansion offers exquisite service and event incentive 

opportunities. www.palehall.co.uk  

 

Chateau Rhianfa 4*  

Create your own fairytale in a Grade ll-listed French-style inspired castle hotel on Anglesey with 22 individual rooms 

perfect for an incentive, an event or simply a break.  www.chateaurhianfa.com  

Accommodation 
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Food & Drink 
Llanerch Vineyard, about 20 minutes from Cardiff, offering guided tours, dinners 

and cooking classes for groups. Accommodation on site also.  

www.llanerch-vineyard.co.uk  

 

Penderyn Distillery, located about 40 minutes north of Cardiff, Penderyn is home to 

this fabulous whisky distillery that offer tours and tastings of award-winning whiskies 

with a little gin and vodka thrown in for good measure too. www.Penderyn.wales  

 

Loving Welsh Food offer’s walking food tasting tours where you visit places of 

interest and of historical significance, learning about the capital along the way. The 

tours include tastings of traditional and modern Welsh favourites, such as 

Welshcakes, Welsh meat and cheese specialties, Laverbread  as well as Welsh 

beers, cider, gins and whisky. www.lovingwelshfood.uk/ 

 

Pysgoty, Aberystwyth 

A small quirky fabulous fish and sea food café bar right on the coast of Cardigan Bay 

in Aberystwyth. Freshly caught mere metres away from the kitchen – a must! 

www.pysgoty.co.uk   
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As you travel around Wales you will  often hear Welsh spoken and see Welsh signs everywhere.  Here are some basic 

Welsh words that you may like to use.  Don’t be scared, it’ll be fun to test out on the locals! 

 

The Welsh language  

Welsh English How to pronounce it 

Bore da Good morning  Boh-reh dah 

Prynhawn da Good afternoon Prin-houn dah 

Noswaith dda Good evening Noss-why-th tha 

Nos Da Good night Noss dah 

Croeso Welcome Croy-so 

Croeso i Gymru Welcome to Wales Croy-so ee Gum-ree 

Os gwelwch yn dda       Please Os gwel oowch un tha 

Diolch Thank you Dee-olch 

Sut mae? How are things? Shw-mae (South Wales) | See-my (north Wales) 

Iechyd da! Good health/cheers!  Yeh-chid dah 

Bendigedig Great Ben-dee-ge dig 

Hwyl fawr Good bye Hoo-il vowr 
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T: +44 (0)3000 616 094 

 

MeetInWales@gov.wales 

VisitWales.com/MeetInWales 
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