
Sermon 199: Romans 15:6-9: The Purpose of Unity

OUTLINE

The purpose of the church
The purpose of the Christ 

INTRODUCTION

The Supreme reason why everything exists is the glory of God.  The greatest motive to 
which all others must submit is not human happiness or sustaining this creation, but the 
glory of God.  All endeavours are judged for their rightness or wrongness by whether they 
work towards the glory of God.  Is. 48:9-11, ‘"For my name's sake I defer my anger, for the 
sake of my praise I restrain it for you, that I may not cut you off.  Behold, I have refined 
you, but not as silver; I have tried you in the furnace of affliction.  For my own sake, for my 
own sake, I do it, for how should my name be profaned?  My glory I will not give to 
another.’  God elects a people for the glory of His grace, Eph. 1:4-6; God rescued Israel 
from Egypt for His glory, Ps. 106:7-8; God raised up Pharaoh to show His power in him, 
Rom. 9:17; God spared Israel in the wilderness, gave them victory in Canaan; saved 
Jerusalem from attack restored Israel from exile because He was seeking His own glory.1  
God seeks His own glory and we seek the glory of God as our highest goal because it is right
and to do otherwise would be a lie.  He is supremely worthy of all praise and obedience; He 
is worthy of the adoring gaze of all the worshipping creation for all time, and more.  This is 
not a case of vanity or egotism.  No, we find our greatest happiness in God’s glory.  His 
glory and our greatest good are not at odds.  All things exist for the glory of God.  This is 
what Paul believes when he states in Rom. 11:36, ‘For from him and through him and to 
him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.’  

As we come to our text in Romans 15:6-9a, to a portion where Paul is seeking the unity of 
the weak and the strong in the Roman Church.  What is the purpose of him seeking this 
unity?  The glory of God.  Listen to how many times God’s glory is emphasized in this 
portion.  ‘that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  
For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in 
order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs,9 and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy.’  The logic in this section goes something like this: Romans, both 
weak and strong, be in harmony with one another, that united you can be a worshipping 
community to the glory of God.  Do this, because this is Christ’s own motive in dying to save
sinners.  Christ puts on display the glory of God by showing that all the promises made to 
the Jews are true.  And by bringing salvation to the Jews salvation has come to the Gentiles 
that they might receive mercy to the glory of God and this so that together in one new man 
you might glorify God.  In other words, Jesus sought the glory of God by bringing salvation 
to both Jews and Gentiles, to unite them as one worshipping church, therefore be that 
united and worshipping church to the glory of God.

As we look at the purpose of our unity, we want to look at it under two headings firstly, we 
want to explore how the church brings glory to God in unity, and secondly, how Christ 
brought glory to God in His saving work.  

The purpose of the Church

1 See Let the Nations be Glad by John Piper for more on this.



Verses 6 and 7 give us two ways in which the church brings glory to God.  Verse 6 talks 
about how our togetherness produces a unified voice in worship.  Verse 7 talks about how 
our welcome of one another brings glory to God.  How does this united worship and 
universal welcome bring glory to God?  Racial, religious, social and cultural boundaries are 
some of the most common dividers of the human race.  Prejudice, segregation and bigotry 
from racism; friction and divisions because of religion; stratification of society into rich and 
poor, slave and free; different cultural practices with regards to food, music, dance, 
marriage etc.  All these and more become hard lines of division in society.  We can’t look at 
another person in the world without looking at them through these lenses and deciding 
whether they are friend or foe on the basis of these and other things.  The church is to be a
radically different place.  No longer do the personal preferences of our rugby teams, our 
nation, our customs, our language, our superior history and impact on society, our racial 
purity, our sex, or our identities primarily define us.  It is holding onto these things that 
causes divisions.  We see ourselves first and foremost as Christians, created by God and 
saved in Christ to be part of the remaking of the united humanity God we fell from in Eden. 
Many of these things are good things, but the Christian defines him/herself primarily by their
relation to Christ not these other things.  It is in the overcoming of these differences that 
the world sees our unity and acknowledges the value of our teaching and forces them to 
reckon with the reality of God.  

What you need to understand is that one of the biggest divisions in the ancient world was 
the division between Jews and Gentiles.  The Jews were despised as being anti-social and 
because of their insistent monotheism needed special dispensation to worship as the Bible 
taught when every other country defeated by Rome was expected to worship the Roman 
gods.  It was the custom of Rome to include any deities of defeated countries into their 
pantheon and seek to control and unify the many different societies and religions by 
incorporating them into one large syncretistic religion.  Paul is seeking a unity between 
believing Jews and Gentiles.  He is not like the Romans seeking to make all religions one, no
He is seeking a unity in the truth, a unity in Christ.  A uniting of the Jews who believe in the 
Messiah with Gentiles who likewise believe in the Christ would have been a remarkable 
testimony to the watching world.  Christ is able to help us overcome our greatest divisions 
today.  

Now we must stop and stress the unity in the truth and in holiness is the only unity that 
brings glory to a holy God.  To allow homosexual marriage in the church is not unity in 
Christ but an imposing of our self-directed orientation choices upon Christ.  Today there are 
Neo-Marxist views on race that encourage Christians of colour to leave the so called 
oppressive white churches and make churches of colour, this is an imposition of colour on 
Christ.  We must appreciate how astounding it would be, how politically charged it would be 
every time the Church sat down for Communion.  In a world of slavery slaves and free ate 
at equals at the table.  In a world of sexism, men and women were seen as equal in grace.  
Jews and Gentiles who never ate together did around the Lord’s Table.  Those men and 
women from immoral lifestyles who had repented, who would not ordinarily be accepted in 
society were accepted as brothers and sisters in the church.  In a world were power and 
might were idolized, the leaders were the greater servants.  When we who used to sing our 
national anthems as war cries against others now unite our voices in the united praise of our
Creator and Saviour, this humbles the world’s pride and divisions and gives testimony to 
what God has done in the Church.  Paul makes this clear in Gal. 3:26-28, ‘for in Christ Jesus 
you are all sons of God, through faith.27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ.28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is
no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.’  This does not mean that you have 
to stop speaking Hebrew or eating Jewish foods or supporting the Jewish rugby team, it just



means that you no longer prioritise those identity markers and cut yourself off from others 
in Christ.  Christ is now the most defining thing about you.  You have seen how you like 
every other human being is a fallen judge worthy sinner.  You have seen how in being saved
you have been made one in Spirit with every other Christian.  You don’t just have a new 
loyalty or a new team you support, you have been made new, and the most humbling sight 
of yourself to put you on equal footing with every other sinner.  All pride must die when you
become a Christian.  You can no longer have an inflated and self-deceived opinion of your 
own importance.  

John 13:34-35, ‘A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one another.35 By this all people will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another."’  I have tried to show how the united people
of God would stand as a testimony to God, now I want to focus on the thought in verse 7.  
How does welcoming one another like Christ glorify God?  I think the new commandment 
has the answer.

So what is new about the new commandment?  Firstly, the world has never seen such a 
perfect example of love to imitate.  All other human love cannot be an example to become 
the basis for a law of love.  Never before has the world seen a perfect human love of this 
sort.  Never before has God become a man.  Never before has love gone so far for those 
who are not deserving of love.  The perfect Son of God given for hell deserving sinners.  But
not only that this love goes on to give eternal joy and riches as well.  This is a love that 
saves, united with, sustains and rewards.  It is a love that loves and keeps on loving doing 
all that is needed, even overcoming your animosity to love you.  This is a love that suffered 
your rejection and persevered with you.  This is a love that chased you down when you 
were running away.  This is a love that takes you into closest possible intimacy in uniting 
with you, that gives all including life itself to be with you.  

Is this the sort of love that could help racism?  Is this a love that can set an example for 
traditional antagonists in rich and poor, male and female, young and old, slave and free?  
There is no division that cannot be overcome.  The greatest divide ever was the divide 
between and holy and just God and hell deserving sinners.  But God, by bearing the cost 
Himself initiated the peace and came for us when we hated Him, were rebellious and even 
reacted in violent aggression.  This is the love which tells the world that God is real.  This is 
a love which bears witness to something more important than nationality or any other thing 
we look to for identity.  This is a love which speaks of the power of God in changing hearts. 
By this the world knows that we are followers, disciples, students, and learners of Jesus.

One of the questions l like to ponder is the difference between this new command and the 
love your neighbour as yourself command.  How are they different?  The main difference of 
course is that one is asking you to love with your best love, and the new command raises 
the bar to love like Christ.  But there is another sense in which loving one another like Christ
is exactly the same as loving your neighbour as yourself.  Or rather it is more true.  You see 
if we are members one of another by the Spirit, by loving my fellow Christian I am loving 
myself, myself as I am one with Christ and the body.  Our union with one another means 
that when we love one another we are literally loving one another as ourselves.  This is 
Paul’s argument in marriage in Eph. 5:28-29.  If you are one flesh with your wife, love her 
because no one despises his own body.  ‘In the same way husbands should love their wives 
as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.29 For no one ever hated his own 
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church.’  If this is true for 
marriage it is more true in the church for we are not one body but one spirit with the body 
of Christ.  When we love one another like Christ we articulate the unity we have by giving it 



expression.  By this the world is given as indication of our oneness and the love that is part 
of it.  

The purpose of Christ

Paul goes on to motivate this push towards unity by showing that Christ Himself, in His 
saving work sought a united body for the glory of God.  V8-9a, ‘For I tell you that Christ 
became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs,9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy.’  Paul is seeking to motivate the Roman church to unity for God’s glory because 
Christ did so.  Now you must notice a subtle shift.  Paul has moved talking about the weak 
and the strong, to Jews (circumcision) and Gentiles.  And here we need to take a step back 
and think of other parts of Romans specifically Romans 11.  Remember that wonderful 
chapter that defended God’s honour by revealing that God has not altogether abandoned 
the Jews but has a plan to save a remnant from the Jews.  Remember some of the amazing 
things Paul told us.  He told us that the hardening of the Jews worked out for the good of 
the gentiles, and in turn when the Gentiles convert this will lead to the conversion of the 
remnant of Israel.  Paul made the point that the Jew was the reason why the Gentile was 
included.  This was to remind the Gentiles to be humble and not exclude Jews.  But the 
Jews need to be told that the Gentiles had been included as a wild olive branch.  Paul spoke
about how this was God’s wisdom to have mercy on both.  Paul is returning to some of 
those thoughts here too.  

You will notice firstly, the chronology of Christ ministering to the Jew first and then the 
Gentile.  ‘For I tell you Christ became a servant to show God’s truthfulness, in order to 
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs.’  Secondly, notice that Christ’s serving of the 
Jews displays the glory of God’s promise keeping, and how Christ saving the Gentiles puts 
on display the glory of His mercy.  Let’s zero in on Christ’s ministry to the Jews.

‘Christ became a servant.’  What a statement.  The Christ, the anointed King of Israel, the 
Son of David becomes not a conquering King to kill Romans, but a servant.  The idea of the 
anointed one being a servant is a title for the Messiah from the OT, Is. 40-61.  In particular 
serving is a description for Christ’s work of dying for sinners, Mark 10:45, ‘For even the Son 
of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."’  This
act of suffering and dying was rejected by the Jews who expected Jesus to liberate them 
from their enemies.  What they did not realise is that their greater enemies were satan, sin 
and death needing defeating first, and this Christ did by dying to pay for the guilt of sins, to 
free us from death and the one who accuses us of our guilt.  

‘To show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs.’  
Abraham was given the promise of offspring, land and blessing to the nations.  In Christ the
Jews can become children of Abraham by faith, they do not merely receive a land but a new
creation, and the blessing of salvation comes through Israel to all nations.  All the promises 
of God are yes and amen in Christ.  

The coming of Christ to fulfil the promises to the Jews lays a foundation for the next part, ‘in
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy.’  This order is most important.  
Jesus came first for the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  Paul preached to the Jews first 
and then the Gentiles.  The Jews are the olive tree to which the Gentiles are added as a wild
olive graft.  And where the promise keeping of God comes into view through the Jews, the 
mercy of God comes into view because of the Gentiles.  Why this distinction?  Is God not 
merciful to the Jews?  Yes He is.  However, it seems that mercy is especially displayed in the



salvation of the Gentiles.  You see God made various promises to Israel that He would 
restore them in the New Covenant, but no formal promises and covenants were given to the
Gentiles.  They received mercy on the basis of God’s bare mercy.  

So to insist that the Jews are part of the people of God is to lift up God’s promisekeeping, 
and to deny them a part is to accuse God of being a liar.  To acknowledge the inclusion of 
Gentiles in the people of God puts on display the mercy of God, to deny them access is to 
make out as if God is only God of Israel and not the whole earth, that He affirms the racist 
agenda of Israel’s prejudice.  The Jews can see and acknowledge God’s truth and mercy and
praise Him.  The Gentiles can see God’s faithfulness and mercy and praise Him.  To praise 
God for both of these two things implies that both Jews and Gentiles are co-beneficiaries of 
God’s goodness, that both are saved by God into one people.  You cannot praise without 
uniting, for praise acknowledges the faithfulness of God to the Jews in order that His mercy 
might be shown to the Gentiles.  The recognition of God’s faithfulness by the Gentiles forces
them to accept the Jews they are tempted to see as not the people of God.  The mercy of 
God praised by the Jews forces them to accept the Gentiles as part of the people of God.  
Confronting these varying groups with the fullness of God’s person and work forces all our 
puny divisions to melt away.  Christ was on a mission of mercy to save Jews and Gentiles, 
as so we like the Romans should welcome one another just as Christ has done for us.  

Racial reconciliation is found in the gospel alone, for only in it can different races become 
truly one.  One body in Christ, one kingdom and fellow citizens of heaven under one King.  
God loves the world promiscuously, people from every tribe tongue and nation.  Welcome 
one another as Christ has welcomed you.  Christ has sought a people to worship God’s 
name from among Jews and Gentiles, therefore we ought to be committed to missions to 
see many people come to know God and glorify His name.  I want to explore this idea of 
missions to the glory of God more next week.  So let me end by trying to pull together all 
the oneness aspects of the church that Paul has been talking about since chapter 12.  He 
has spoken about the fact that there is one body not two in v4.  Choosing a word that 
emphasizes our organic unity—body.  He has spoken about the necessary diversity in that 
single body which is given by God according to grace not merit.  He has spoken about how 
each one of us is not merely part of a unity but a part of Christ Himself giving a new value 
to every member, v5.  He has spoken about the integral unity that we have with one 
another so that we are no longer our own but individually members of one another, v5.  He 
has shown our interdependence and our mutual service of one another with the gifts God 
has given, v6-8.  We are not gifted by God to benefit ourselves but each other, for the 
common good.  He has spoken about our familial bond and calls us to brotherly love, v10.  
He calls us to treat one another with a new dignity fitting our new standing in Christ and 
honour one another, v10.  He spoke about how we are to identify with and own the needs 
of the saints, participating in them, v13.  His call to rejoice and weep with one another is 
another outworking of our unity v15, and then he calls us to take all of these thoughts about
one another and calls us to mutually regard one another from this perspective loving, 
serving and honouring one another appropriately, v16.  In Romans 14 Paul emphasizes that 
we the weak and strong and are both in one faith, have one Lord, are part of one kingdom 
and are one family in Christ.  He calls us in this section to have one mind towards one 
another, to have one voice together in God’s praise, and to have the attitude of Christ in 
welcoming one another.  Paul tells the Ephesians in 3:10, that the church is the thing God is
using to glorify Himself before the angels, ‘so that through the church the manifold wisdom 
of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.’  This
church which is made up of Jews and Gentiles, is the mystery of the ages now revealed, 
Eph. 3:6, ‘This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.’  



I put this in front of you to try and impress on us all our identity and purpose.  You cannot 
have a causal relationship with Church, if you do, you are not part of God’s program to 
glorify Himself, because He has clearly stated that our united body is how He is doing this.  
Do you want to glorify God, then dig deeper into the church, see your identity and own 
those who are one body with you.  Be of one heart and mind striving together for the gospel
and God’s glory.   
    

     

                                
   


