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July Vlog (2021)  --  “Celebrating Your Freedom” 

July is a month to celebrate freedom.  From Algeria to the United States,  24 
countries in total commemorate their national independence day in July –
and four of them today on  July 1st (like Burundi and Canada).    

The Bible is a treatise on freedom at multiple levels.  Just as Moses 
celebrated the liberation of the Hebrew people from enslavement in Egypt, 
so Nehemiah and Ezra celebrated the emancipation of their people to 
return to Jerusalem to rebuild their beloved city.   

In between these and other Old and New Testament accounts are not only 
stories of those freed from some form of evil, but those released to be and 
do good, individuals (and communities) able to live lives to the fullest.   
This kind of review may seem obvious but it’s like having a spiritual 
arsenal to call on the next time we face our own headwinds of whatever 
would try to enslave our freedom, health, supply, companionship, and joy. 
As we remember our Biblical forefathers and foremothers’ release,  it gives 
us courage to pray for our own. 

So here is an invitation.  Below are two lists of Biblical figures—one for 
each “camp”: first, those who claimed their God-given freedom from what 
would ensnare, undermine, limit and hinder; and second, those who 
claimed the freedom to live life at a profoundly rich level of joy and 
abundance. 

Please join me in thinking about other examples that  have inspired you 
and share with the rest of us in the comment section below.  Reviewing 
these vivid examples has been a reminder of how consistently the theme of 
liberation, release and extrication is throughout the Scriptural record, 
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laying the groundwork for greater awareness of our own God-given 
freedom to exercise today. 

In the category of freedom from danger, think about David finding the 
courage to fight Goliath which freed not only him but all of Israel from 
Philistinian overreach.  Daniel in the lion’s den and his three friends in the 
fiery furnace proved that God’s liberating love is as present outside Israel 
as within, revealing God to be a universal liberator in Babylon as well as 
Jerusalem.   

The other sense of freedom – to live fuller lives, unrestricted by gender, 
ethnicity or age – is beautifully illustrated by the five daughters of 
Zelophehad who were liberated to own their father’s land (Num. 26,27) at 
a time when inheritance rights didn’t work in their favor. 

And while we think of Elijah in his dramatic contest with the Baal 
prophets, perhaps most relevant to his freedom to live his God-ordained 
purpose came in that cave, where he was alone and heard a still small voice 
(see I Kings 19).  Like Elijah, we often face our biggest fears when alone and 
realize his life experience is a promise that God will speak clearly and calm 
our thought to hear what we need to hear, just as He did Elijah. 

Paul’s letters are infused with the theme of liberation and none more so 
than when he and Silas broke out of prison, converted the jailer, and 
continued their preaching and teaching. (see Acts 16).   It was joy that 
broke open the prison bars, a reminder that freedom is based often not on 
what we see with the eyes but on what we know with the heart. 

So please think of two or three examples that have inspired you on your 
own journey of freedom and share them below.  And let’s make a 
commitment this month to really notice what would try to limit our 
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freedom,  and let’s work, as these Biblical figures did, to show what an 
impossibility that is. 

And a very happy July! 

Madelon Maupin 

Founder, BibleRoads 


