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Hello and welcome back to the Vestacare Stadium
for the start of the 2022 Betfred league season.

It seems like an eternity since we last played 
a league game (last September) and so much 
has changed at the club in that time. Of course 
much of it has been well documented and it 
remains just for me to officially welcome John 
Roddy as Vice Chairman to the club together 
with Stuart Littler as head Coach and a raft 
of new players, all of whom are keen to make 
their mark at the club this season.

As with any season we need an element of 
luck to be able to achieve what we want on 
the field and this year will be no different but, 
coupled with that is the tremendous amount 
of hard work which goes on at every training 
session and everyday at the club, and that has 
been very noticable in the last few months.

Of course 2022 is also the 25th anniversary 
of the club and what a journey it has been so 
far!! Oldham RLFC wouldn’t be Oldham RLFC 
if it was straightforward so to get to this point 

is a fantastic achievement when you consider
the amount of time we have had to spend 
playing outside of the town. Every game we 
have had to do that costs us money so to have 
made it through 25 years is something that 
shouldn’t be underestimated.

In terms of the 2022 season most clubs at the 
starting gate will have ambitions and aspirations
for what they want to achieve on the field 
this season and we are no exception. We 
know that will entail an awful more hard work 
throughout the coming months and for starters
we need to make sure we work harder as a 
group than any of the other teams. 

Stu has been very clear to the squad on what 
the expectations are in terms of standards etc 
and now s the acid test.

Today’s visitors, Keighley are amongst the   
favourites to win League One and they possess
a number of dangerous players throughout 
the side that we will need to keep a close eye 
on if we are to get off to a winning start.

As usual, though, we will be concentrating on 
what we do , knowing that if we do our side of 

things right throughout the game we will give 
ourselves a very good chance of winning.

Back to some of the off field things and it has 
been a source of frustration that we have not 
yet been able to announce some of the things 
we have worked hard on which will help to 
take the club forward into the future. It remains 
a real focus at the minute and as soon as we 
are able to update you we will!

2022 and the financial position in league One 
in particular will be a real test for clubs this 
year. For our part we are really trying to put on 
a range of offers which will tempt people who 
haven’t been coming, back to matches and 
our ambitious 1000 attendance per game target 
starts today so fingers crossed. If anybody you 
know falls into that category please “bring 
a mate and double the gate” - it will make a 
massive difference to the fortunes of the club.

Back to today’s game and please let’s really 
create an atmosphere that allows the lads to 
play with the determination and commitment 
that can start the season off with a win.
Thanks for your support as usual.
Chris Hamilton, Chairman & CEO
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Hello and welcome to todays exciting League 1 match up against the 
Keighley Cougars. The Cougars are well fancied by many pundits 
around the game, so it is a challenge we are really looking forward to. 
The off season has seemed to have gone on forever, but it has given 
our performance staff more time to get everyone up to speed with 
our processes and systems and has allowed us to formulate a playing 
structure and style that everyone can buy into.

We are relatively fit as a squad now with at the time of writing only 
Sean Slater and Jason Muranka on our injured list. Sean was injured 
in the pre-season game at Keighley a couple of weeks ago. It is an 
injury that is going to require a bit more time, but Sean is being looked 
after very well by our medical support team. Jason’s injury is a little 
different and he has been struggling following a concussion. Again, 
we are being led by the medical professionals and we are hoping to 
learn more this week with regards to Jason’s recovery stages.

The friendly over at Keighley allowed us a chance to look at Keighley 
whilst also allowing them to have a good look at us. We did some 
pleasing stuff within the game, but we are under no illusions that today
is a totally new contest and that we are now playing for competition 
points. Every team will be striving to hit the ground running and we 
are no different in that aspect. Personally, I cannot wait to get back 
into the week-to-week grind and it is something our staff have been 
looking forward too. 

As a squad we are looking to build on our last couple of performances.
We are happy with the togetherness we have built within our camp, 
and this is something that will assist us in every challenge this year. 
Off the field we are growing as a club, and we have to play our part to 
make sure we progress on the field too. For game 1 I am expecting our 
crowd to be at full volume. Please back the boys, it really does help. 
We are all on this 2022 journey together and it starts today.

Enjoy the game, 
Stu - Head Coach

enquiries@roughyeds.co.uk | 07904 898177
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Welcome back to the Vestacare Stadium for today’s first 
ever game against Cornwall RLFC. 
They have had a tough start to life in professional rugby but it is probably 
nothing they didn’t expect and this season will be a big learning curve for 
everybody connected with the club.

For our part we need to make sure that we get back on track after a 
disappointing result in the local derby on Good Friday. Once again, we 
had a game in our grasp but let it slip with some poor errors and that is a 
part of our game we need to eradicate quickly.

This week has seen us busy in the transfer market as we look to bring in 
some players that will make us better as a squad as the season unfolds 
and hopefully you will start to see some of that this afternoon.

This week has again been a busy one and on the playing front we have had 
the bad news about Tommy Brierley who is now out for the season with an 
ACL injury. Tommy has had this injury before - on his other knee - and was 
understandably upset when he got the news. I think deep down, he knew 
what was coming and it is terribly bad luck for somebody who was looking 
sharp in the early matches. Tommy is one of those players who only ever 

seems to get bad injuries and as a club we are supporting him as best we 
can and we will continue to help him over the coming months as he gets the 
operation he will need and then with his rehabilitation.

Of course, as with any club, results on the field are what drive things 
but off the field we continue to work hard and we will shortly be in a 
position to reveal details of one of the things we have been working on 
for a considerable amount of time which will enable us to continue to 
grow other aspects of the club. I know that might sound a bit cryptic but 
you all know by now that we always try to do things the right way and 
rest assured as soon as we can make a formal announcement we will do.

A lot of people put a great deal of time in behind the scenes to make 
things happen and I would like to thank the Management Board for all 
their efforts so far and their continued support as we strive to take the 
club forward - on and off the field. At the end of the day we all benefit 
from a stronger club!

Enjoy the game and please keep up the support you have given the lads 
so far this season.

Christopher Hamilton – Chairman & CEO

Hi and welcome to everyone for todays League 1 encounter 
against Cornwall. Cornwall are Rugby League’s newest club 
and we wish them every success in developing the game in a 
brand new area.
Since we spoke last we have had a pretty ruthless performance against 
West Wales. In this game I felt we demonstrated a good professional attitude. 
Once we got in front, we were pretty relentless and by controlling the football 
we then racked up some points that helped our points percentage margins.

After that game we had a short turnaround that lead us into the Good Friday 
derby with our close neighbours Rochdale. As a staff and playing department 
we felt we were really in the game at half time. The second period saw us start 
slowly and Rochdale gain a momentum swing that we could not wrestle back. 
On the day errors at vital times really cost us and meant that we were unable 
to build pressure as Rochdale did on us. In review their bench really stood up 
and did a job for them and this is an area that we need to work on currently.

I truly believe that we learn more in defeat and it has identified lots of areas that 
we need to be better in. We will review honestly but then look to improve things 
in the build up to today’s Cornwall game. The League season in League 1 is a 
shorter one so it is important that we start to build momentum and confidence 
within the playing group. We are still a relatively newish group and nothing 
replicates actual time spent together on the field. This year we have already 
had 9 players who have made their professional debuts with us from either 
academy set ups or the amateur game. We are confident we can provide 
opportunities to develop and that we are heading in the right direction for the 
future. Our club is built around honest values that ensure we will keep working 
hard and everything we do will be together.

Enjoy the game!

Stu – Head Coach
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Key Statistics 
. Forward (Prop or Second Row)
. Joined the club in October 2020 from 
   Newcastle Thunder
. 18 Appearances, 13 Tries, 52 Points
. 2021 Keighley Cougars Player of the Year

Performance
A modern 80-minute forward who can play either
in the front or back row and offers an attacking 
threat out the pack as shown last season as he 
scored 13 tries and finished as the Cougars second
highest try scorer.

One of the leaders of the Keighley side, he can move
the side round the field with his barnstorming 
runs and defensively his edge very rarely leaks 
points as his commitment to the cause is second 
to none.

Background
Born in Sydney, played his junior rugby for the 
Chester Hill Hornets before being signed up by 
the Canterbury Bankstown Bulldogs.

After a year with the Bulldogs, he departed to 
join the Wests Tigers and would go onto captain 
the Australian Schoolboys side in 2011 before 
starring in the Tigers under-20’s 2012 league 
triumph.

Qualifying through heritage for Italy, he would 
feature for the Italians in the 2013 Rugby League 
World Cup and for the 2014 season would sign 
with Parramatta before returning to the Tigers 
and making 11 appearances in the NRL.

Spells with the Townsville Blackhawks and Sydney
Roosters followed before a second World Cup in 
2017 with Italy.

For the 2019 season, he headed to the northern 
hemisphere and signed with Toulouse Olympique
but couldn’t help them to promotion as they 
were defeated in the play-off eliminator by the 
Featherstone Rovers.

A five-game spell with Newcastle Thunder 
in 2020 would be prematurely ended by the 
Covid-19 pandemic after which he signed for 
Keighley and after a stellar 2021 campaign, he 
signed a new two-year deal at Cougar Park. 
Brenden will also captain Italy this autumn in the 
Rugby League World Cup.

Why should we watch him?
Already firmly established as a fans favourite at 
the Keighley Cougars, Brenden will be looking to 
pick up where he left off last season and hit the 
ground running in a World Cup year.

As solid defensively as he is in attack, he leads 
from the front and shows all the experience he 
brought with him to the club to help a side filled 
with young and upcoming talent.

Regularly doing 80 minute stints in the pack, he’s 
an integral part of a Keighley squad that will have 
eyes on promotion this season.

It wouldn’t be hard pressed to say that any success
the Cougars will have in 2022 would be partly 
down to Santi’s efforts both on and off the field 
as the Betfred League 1 season progresses.

OLDHAM RLFC MATCH UPDATENEW FOR 2022  |

KEIGHLEY COUGARS ONE TO WATCH: BRENDEN SANTIKEIGHLEY COUGARS 2022 SQUAD

01.   Quentin LAULU-TOGAGA’E
02.  Charlie GRAHAM
03.  Jake WEBSTER
04.  Taylor PRELL
05.  Mo AGORO
06.  RETIRED - In Memory of Danny Jones
07.  Jack MILLER
08.  Brenden SANTI
09.  Kyle KESIK
10.  Anesu MUDOTI
11.   Dan PARKER
12.  Aaron LEVY
13.  Scott MURRELL
14.  Billy GAYLOR
15.  Kieran MORAN
16.  Dalton DESMOND-WALKER
17.   Josh SLINGSBY
18.  Alix STEPHENSON
19.  Matthew BAILEY
21.  Josh LYNAM
22. Spencer DARLEY
23. Robert MATAMOSI
24. Aidan SCULLY
25. Chris CULLIMORE
26. Anthony DYNE
27.  Nathan ROEBUCK
28. Harvey SPENCE
29. Myles TATE
30. Lewis YOUNG
31.  Kian FISHER
32. Bradley HO
33. Keenan DYER-DIXON
34. Rory NETTLETON
36. James FEATHER
37.  RETIRED - Keighley Cougars Supporters

JASON MURANKA

SEAN SLATER

EMMERSON WHITTEL

ETHAN FERRY
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Before every weekly round, the Rugby Football League sends out a 
comprehensive list of statistics to Betfred League 1 clubs.
It’s a useful tool when writing previews for forthcoming games and for the respective 
press officers at Swinton and Keighley, who see their two respective teams clash at 
Cougar Park in round five, they would have had memories jogged that in the last three 
meetings between the two sides, Mike Butt has touched down for the Heywood Road 
outfit, for example. 

From the Keighley perspective, Jake Webster needs just one try to reach 150 in his 
career which started with NRL side Melbourne Storm in 2003.

Scroll down the comprehensive email a little further and you will see Oldham v Cornwall 
with no facts and figures to make staticians pur. 

With the sides meeting for the first ever time it simply states: No previous meetings.

However, despite Cornwall’s short history, with the club only formally announced as a 
member of the RFL back in November 2021, there is a notable connection between the 
two sides and his name is Harry Aaronson.

Born and raised in Oldham, the 23-year-old has kick started his career with the 
Choughs under the tutelage of head coach Neil Kelly and has been a shining light in 
Cornwall’s tough start to life in the third tier.

Aaronson started off the season playing on the wing and scored a stunning intercept 
try in Cornwall’s first ever game at North Wales Crusaders. Cleverly anticipating a 
pass from the Welsh side’s attack, Aaronson poached the ball and streaked almost 80 
metres in his trademark style to finish, swan dive and fist pump included, with aplomb.

Then in Cornwall’s second game against Midlands, Aaronson scored the club’s first 
ever try on home soil whilst once again catching the eye with his wonderful knack of 
being able to slot in at dummy half and break tackles with ease.

He continued his early season purple patch at Doncaster last time out for the 
Choughs and was involved in the try of the match. Receiving the ball behind his own 
line, Aaronson sprinted clear of the would-be Donny defence and after finding the 
supporting Joe Purcell, Cornwall had turned defence into attack with devastating effect. 
Two plays later and Joe Burton crossed out wide for a sensational Cornish score which 
was due in no small part to Aaronson.

The feats mentioned above won’t come as any kind of surprise to Oldham fans however 
as they have seen Aaronson’s excellence first hand both in the Roughyeds famous red 
and white jerseys and for other clubs too.

The speed demon, who is comfortable playing at either full-back or on the wing, began 
his professional journey with spells in the academy set-ups at Super League clubs 
Wigan Warriors and Huddersfield Giants.

It was in 2015 where Aaronson first caught the eye in senior rugby with Swinton.

Opting to further his education at Leeds University, Aaronson swapped Manchester for 
Keighley and joined the Cougars before moving back to Swinton in 2019.

During the last post-pandemic season, Aaronson moved to his hometown team 
Oldham on loan while they were playing at Whitebank and on their way to securing a 
Championship return.

For the ill-fated 2020 season, Aaronson moved permanently to Oldham and despite 
starting their first two matches, the global covid-19 pandemic saw all competitive rugby 
below Super League declared null and void.

During the summer of 2020, with the future for rugby league players and clubs in the 
lower leagues very much up in the air, Aaronson decided to hang up his professional 
boots and focus on a career in recruitment.

However, the chance to rekindle his love affair with rugby league by playing for 
England’s newest entity was an attraction Aaronson could not turn down.

It would be fair to say that it is an opportunity he’s grabbed with both hands so far and 
although the majority reading this will be anticipating that Stuart Littler’s men claim the 
two league points on offer, deep down, they will also be hoping one of their very own, 
wearing gold and black, continues his rugby league resurgence on familiar territory.

CORNWALL RLFC 
2022 SQUAD

01 Liam Whitton
02 Harry Aaronson
03 Josh Tora
04 Kyle Johns
05 Henry Symons
07 Joe Purcell
08 Anthony Mullally
09 Jake Lloyd
10 Jack Ray
11 Josh Hartshorne
12 Aaron Thomson
13 Luke Collins
14 Sam Gilder
15 Paul Bolger
16 Sam Snell
18 Decarlo Trerise
19 Matty Turton
21 Andy Kay
22 James Collins
23 Jamie Prisk
25 Christopher Chard

Coach: Neil Kelly

CORNWALL RLFC – ONE TO WATCH: 
HARRY AARONSON

Harry Aaronson
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Grant and Sheila Somerville
Rugby Oldham
John and Lynda McAndrew
Grant and Sheila Somerville
David and Val Webster
Sheddings 107
Graeme Lee
Robin Highfield
ORSA
David and Val Webster
Mick Harrop
Ginny and Adrian Alexander
Pam Taylor
247blinds.co.uk
YEDS Supporters Group
Anne Kearns
Players’ Association
ORSA
247blinds.co.uk
CPD Property Services Ltd
Oldham RL Heritage Trust.
Sponsorship available
Roberto Longo
Gordon Sedgewick
Barton Services Limited
Phil McGarty of County End Electrical
Sponsorship available
Sponsorship available

01   Owen Restall
02   Tommy Brierley
03   Will Cooke   
04   Calvin Wellington
05   Ben Holcroft           
06   Martyn Ridyard 
07   Dave Hewitt            
08   Luke Nelmes           
09   Brad Jinks                 
10   Tom Spencer       
11   Jason Muranka        
12   Callum Cameron     
13   Emmerson Whittel   
14   Sean Slater                 
15   Jordan Andrade         
16   James Thornton        
17   Jack Coventry            
18   Joe Hartley                  
19   Dom Newton              
20   David Mills                  
22   Liam Copland             
23   Kian Morgan                
24   Ethan Ferry                   
25   Jamie Pye                      
26   Ryan Wright 
27  Jack Arnold 
Stuart Littler                        
Brendan Sheridan               

Oldham Rugby
League Prize Draw

our push towards
The Betfred Championship!

Scan me:

ENTER AT : playfundwin.com/oldham-rl

Raising funds to support

Win amazing prizes!
£100 Cash Prize

4 x  Challenge Cup Final tickets (value £30 each)

1 x signed Oldham shirt

1 x Matchball Sponsorship package for
4 people for a home game

6 x pairs of tickets for a Roughyeds home
game (6 separate prizes)

1 x twin room overnight accomodation for our
away game v Cornwall on 21 August 2022.

5 x pairs of tickets for tour of Donkeystone Brewery,
Greenfield (5 separate prizes)

RIDDY’ LOOKING TO HIT A MILESTONE
Hugely-experienced play-maker and organiser 
Martyn Ridyard will be our “old head” this season 
in a comparatively young Roughyeds side. He 
needs just two goals to hit the 1,000 milestone, 
so if he kicks a second goal today it will be a 
milestone moment that deserves a special cheer.

A creative stand-off, goalkicker and schemer-in-
chief, Ridyard has signed a one-year contract to
cement his link-up with our new head coach  
Stuart Littler, which goes back years to the days 
when they played in the same Leigh Centurions 
side. One of the Championship’s best and most 
illustrious players of the last decade, Ridyard is 
in the twilight of his career at the age of 35, but 
Littler is 100 per cent confident in his belief that 
here is the sort of player his team will need to 
guide them around the field and to take charge.

“He will be my voice out there,” said Littler, adding:
“I saw quite a bit of Oldham last year and I’m sure 
Martyn’s knowledge, experience and ability will 
help me to educate the side in how to play an 
attacking and entertaining brand of rugby league. 
He’ll be on the pitch, I won’t.”

Coming through the ranks at Leigh Miners,     
Ridyard was capped by BARLA Young Lions and 
Great Britain Community Lions before he signed 
for the Centurions in 2009, enjoying enormous 
success during his first spell with his home-town 
club, which lasted eight years.

During that time Leigh twice won the Northern 
Rail Cup as well as the Kingston Press Cham-
pionship, Ridyard lifting the Tom Bergin Trophy 
as man of the match in the 2014 Championship 
Final and later receiving the Kingston Press play-
er-of-the-year award.

Brief spells at Huddersfield on loan and then at 
Featherstone preceded his return to Leigh in 
2019. In his two spells at Leigh he amassed 250 
appearances, 80 tries, 838 goals, 12 drop goals 
and more than 2,000 points.

His career totals to date are 302 games, 93 tries, 
998 goals, 14 drop goals and 2,350 points.

Said Ridyard: “Stu was a massive influence on 
my decision to join Oldham, obviously. He and I 
go back a long way. We are firm friends. He got 
me to Swinton last year and got me enjoying my 
rugby again. It was a period of great change, in-
volving going from full-time rugby to part time, 
but to be honest it was the best thing that could 
have happened to me.

“I’m back working as a roofer -- the real world 
-- and I’m loving it. I can highly recommend part-
time rugby. It’s tough and very demanding, but 
you can divide your life into three -- home and 
family, day job and rugby -- and if you get the 
balance right it’s great.

“Despite the poor results, the one season I had 
at Swinton was the most enjoyable I’ve had for a 
long time. I’ve never been on a losing side as of-
ten, going right back to junior days, but I enjoyed 
being part of a great bunch of lads, who were not 
only good players, but good people.

“The mateship and camaraderie were brlliant 
and that’s something else I love about part-time 
rugby. I’m sure the Oldham lads from last season 
would say the same.

 

At the age of 28, Liam is a man in a hurry 
and he got his big chance when the unlucky 
Tommy Brierley suffered that terrible leg and 
knee injury in the first league game of the season 
against Keighley Cougars.

Tommy is out for the season and the thoughts 
and best wishes of everyone at the club are with 
him as he prepares to tackle his long months of 
rehabilitation.

“Coppy”, meantime, has made the right-wing 
spot his own in the three games since Tommy’s 
mishap – and the Head Coach has described his 
current form as “outstanding.”

Added Stuart: “Liam came to us for the right 
reasons, put his best foot forward, and has really 
ripped into everything we’ve been doing. 

“He came in search of an opportunity and he 
has got his rewards. He has often been out at the 
front in fitness tests and he is always challenging 
me with relevant questions.

“And he has the added appeal, of course, of being 
able to play in nearly every position across the 
back line, although wing is his favoured position.”

A Leeds lad, Liam started his rugby journey 
when he joined West Leeds Eagles at the age 
of six. When he was 17 he had a brief spell with 
Wakefield before joining Bramley Buffaloes, 
for whom he played in a 2014 Grand Final at 
Castleford against West Hull.

Wortley Dragons, his local club, came next, 
followed by two years out of the game and then 
a return with the well-known Stanningley club in 
division three of the National Conference.

Despite playing for only the second half of that 
season, he was unsuccessfully nominated for 
a player-of-the-year award as Stanningley won 
promotion to division two.

They were  expected to toil in the higher division, 
but they finished top and this time Copland won 
the individual award as Stanningley again moved 
up the ladder, this time to division one.

They again took the division by storm to reach 
the play-off final, in which they played hot 
favourites Featherstone Lions at what was then 
known as Post Office Road; ‘like a home game 
for them,’ mused Oldham’s latest signing.

Stanningley put up a good show, but the game 
went away from them in the second half.

It was, however, the first Stanningley team ever 
to get so close to qualifying for the premier 
division of the NCL – the top amateur division 
in England.

It was on the back of his performances in that 
run of two promotions and a play-off final 
appearance in three years that Copland was 
signed by Hunslet. 

Covid struck soon afterwards and things didn’t 
work out for him, but he is now determined to 
prove himself at Oldham.

He said: “When I first arrived at Oldham, Chris 
(Hamilton) promised me two things – first, I 
would become a better player; second, I would 
enjoy the Oldham experience.

“He was right on both counts. My love of the 
game has been restored – and that’s since I’ve 
been at Oldham throughout pre-season.

“We’ve all got a hunger to succeed and I think 
we’ll do well this year.”

FOCUS ON: 
LIAM COPLAND

STU Littler has gone public in his admiration 
of Liam Copland’s form on the Roughyeds’ right wing.

Second Prize £100   Third Prize 2 x £50
Fourth Prize 2 x £25

Weekly rollover Jackpot from £500 to £10,000
Plus 10 x £10 consolation prizes per week.

To find out if you’ve won a £10 prize, 
please contact the club.

Join the 

ROUGHYEDS
CLUB CASH 

LOTTERY

For only a pound a week
First Prize 

EVERY WEEK £1000
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Coming through the ranks at Leigh Miners,     Ridyard was capped by BARLA Young Lions and Great Britain Community Lions before he signed for the Centurions in 2009, enjoying enormous success during his first spell with his home-town club, which lasted eight years.

During that time Leigh twice won the Northern Rail Cup as well as the Kingston Press Cham-pionship, Ridyard lifting the Tom Bergin Trophy as man of the match in the 2014 Championship Final and later receiving the Kingston Press play-er-of-the-year award.

Brief spells at Huddersfield on loan and then at Featherstone preceded his return to Leigh in 2019. In his two spells at Leigh he amassed 250 appearances, 80 tries, 838 goals, 12 drop goals and more than 2,000 points.
His career totals to date are 302 games, 93 tries, 998 goals, 14 drop goals and 2,350 points.
Said Ridyard: “Stu was a massive influence on my decision to join Oldham, obviously. He and I go back a long way. We are firm friends. He got me to Swinton last year and got me enjoying my rugby again. It was a period of great change, in-volving going from full-time rugby to part time, but to be honest it was the best thing that could have happened to me.

“I’m back working as a roofer -- the real world -- and I’m loving it. I can highly recommend part-time rugby. It’s tough and very demanding, but you can divide your life into three -- home and family, day job and rugby -- and if you get the balance right it’s great.

“Despite the poor results, the one season I had at Swinton was the most enjoyable I’ve had for a long time. I’ve never been on a losing side as of-ten, going right back to junior days, but I enjoyed being part of a great bunch of lads, who were not only good players, but good people.
“The mateship and camaraderie were brlliant and that’s something else I love about part-time rugby. I’m sure the Oldham lads from last season would say the same.
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