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Objectives: Pupils decide what is important in a sporting event and compare case studies of the Olympic Games and the Ethiopian Higher Education Sports Festival 

Curriculum links Group activity Class discussion 
 

 
PSHE/ Citizenship 
 
English 
 
 

Ask the class what they think will be some of the good things 
about the Olympic Games – you could give them an example 
from the ‘Most important thing..’ cards to start them off. 
Record their responses on the whiteboard. 
 
Divide the class into groups of 5 or 6. Give each group a set of 
‘The most important thing ..’ cards and ask them to write their 
own idea on the blank card. They should then rank the 
statements in a diamond pattern (put the card they think is 
most important at the top, then the next two, the next three, 
the next two, with the least important statement at the bottom 
of their diamond shape). Pupils should discuss the reasons for 
their choices within their groups and if they do not all agree, go 
with a majority decision. Emphasise that there are no right or 
wrong answers. 
 
Now move on to the class discussion 
 
 
 

 

Ask the groups to share with the class their top and bottom statements. 

 Did they agree or disagree? 
        Ask them to explain the reasons for their choices. 

 Did anyone change their mind about what is important in a major sporting 
activity? 
 

Display the Olympic Games and the Higher Education Sports Festival case studies and 
read them to the class, discussing the meaning of some of the more difficult words. 

 What similarities can they find between the two events? 

 What differences do they think there would be? 

 Would the things they decided were most important to the Olympics apply 
equally to the HE Sports Festival? 

 Did they have sufficient information to decide? 

 Which of ‘The most important thing ..’ statements would apply to all big 
sporting events? (eg. World Cup football, big running marathons, cricket test 
matches etc.) 

 Would any of the statements not apply to most other big sporting events? 

 What do they think is special about the Olympic Games? 
 

Sum up by asking: 

 What have they learnt from this activity? 

 Did anything surprise them? 
 

Resources 
 
‘The most important thing ..’ cards (enough copies for one between 5 or 6) 
Olympic Games and the Higher Education Sports Festival case studies (one copy that 
can be projected) 
 

 
 
 


