
Safe Pounds 
Guidebook

Making the pound a safe place for your pets 

& all companion animals in your community.

Author SHEL WILLIAMSON, FOUNDER OF SAVING PETS



Chapter 1
What every pet owner 
needs to know

Safe Pounds Guidebook



When any pet enters an Australian 
pound today, he has a 40% chance 
of being killed there. What’s 
more, if he is young or unweaned, 
unwell or untame, his chances of 
being killed rises to almost 100%.
And the real heartbreaking reality is that, despite 
the availability of many opportunities and solutions 
to stop it - the Australian pound system continues to 
actively support the killing of companion animals.

Here’s what you need to know to protect your 
pets and stop the killing in your community.

Source: Figures based on a state-wide analysis of council and RSPCA data for unclaimed cats and dogs in NSW 2013.
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63%
of Australian households 
have companion animals

Every year, 
Australians spend 
more than… 

$3.5b*
on their dogs

$2.4b
on their cats

And despite economic 
pressures, this spend 
continues to grow every year.
* That’s ’b’ for BILLION.

59%
of Australians surveyed who 
don’t currently have a companion 
animal would like to own one

Australian pets 
are some of the 
most cherished 
in the world… 
Almost 100%
of pet owners say they 
often talk to their pets

Around 90%
of owners say they feel ‘very 
close’ to their pets

Source: The 2013 ‘Australian Pet Ownership Survey’ published by the Animal Health Alliance of Australia.

Do you know how much 
Australians love their pets?
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Australia is a pet-loving 
country, so how can it be 
possible that thousands of 
pets are being killed due to 
homelessness every week?

How can this be so when the majority 
of pet owners consider their pets to 
be an invaluable extension of their 
human families? When Australians 
spend billions every year on vet 
care, training and retail products?

The unfortunate truth 
about pounds is…

Pounds are failing in many 
ways to keep our pets safe.
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A family has been left in despair 
after the council pound put down, 
without warning, a formerly-stray 
dog they had requested to adopt.

THE DAILY EXAMINER 14/4/2015

Unsealed concrete, bare dirt 
and a ‘chute’ that people 
dump their dogs down have 
allowed parvo virus to run 
rampant through the pound.

THE AREA NEWS 22/11/2013

… Council says it 
will continue to use 
shooting as its method of 
euthansing animals…

ABC NEWS 6/3/2013
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Things you need to know

Most councils in Australia 
still run a traditional animal 
sheltering model, managing 
pets under ‘waste management’ 
or ‘feral pest management’ 
departments, and focusing on 
disposal rather than care.

The details of animal management 
processes and procedures are 
often hidden from public view, so 
it’s little wonder pet lovers and 
owners tend to know very little 
about this huge problem.

Every day 24,000 people visit 
petrescue.com.au looking for 
a pet to adopt, yet only 2% 
of Australia’s pounds utilise 
PetRescue's free services 
and bother to list the pets 
in their care for adoption.

Why does the same system 
that maintains there is ‘no 
other way’ not even do this one 
basic thing to avoid killing?7
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Pounds fail to take proactive 
measures to protect owned pets 
who enter the pound system.

•• When lost pets are found in the field 
wearing ID tags, rangers do not return 
the pets straight home; instead they 
are unnecessarily impounded.

•• When lost pets are found in the field, rangers 
often do not scan for a microchip or even 
have a microchip scanner on board.

•• Laws are passed making it illegal for 
good samaritans or vets to deliver 
pets straight home, mandating 
instead that they be impounded.

•• Few pounds offer a publicly accessible 
lost and found database of animals 
to help owners locate their pets.

•• Many pounds are open to the public 
for just an hour each day to allow 
owners to look for their lost pets.

•• Pounds have minimum holding periods 
for animals, which can be as short as 
72hrs, limiting the time owners have 
to find and collect their pets.

•• If owners find their pets at the pound, 
but are unable to afford to pay the fines 
and fees, their pets can be killed.

•• Councils sometime move lost and stray pets 
from local areas to ‘super pounds’ that can 
be many kilometres from the pet’s homes.

•• Pets that are acting scared on arriving at 
the pound are often be labeled ‘feral’ or 
‘aggressive’ and are killed immediately.

Pounds provide little or 
no care and treatment, 
and often kill sick pets.

•• Poor disease control procedures, with 
no vaccinations or quarantine for new 
pets on intake, often results in disease 
outbreaks and death at the pound.

•• Pets are often held in extremely hot, cold 
or stressful conditions, with little or no 
bedding and no temperature control.

•• Very few pounds work with volunteers 
to help exercise pets and avoid 
behavioural deterioration.

•• Very few pounds provide the option of 
fostering for pets requiring extra care.

•• Very few pounds offer rehabilitation 
programs to address common 
behaviour and health issues.

•• Pounds often kill pets for common and curable 
diseases (such as ringworm and kennel cough).

•• Pounds often kill very young pets, 
instead of providing them with 
neonatal care and support.
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Pound policies and procedures 
often result in more pets 
losing their lives.

•• Multiple tender ‘super pounds’ often collect 
more animals than they can reasonably 
home, and kill pets to manage capacity.

•• Many pounds will kill pets even when 
they have empty kennels available.

•• Many pounds will kill pets surrendered 
by their owners on intake, rather than 
trying to find them a new home.

•• Many pounds will deny access to rescue groups 
who are willing to take pets in their care to 
save them from being killed at the pound.

•• Many pounds defend the practice of inhumane 
and unacceptable methods of killing, including 
gassing pets using carbon monoxide poisoning, 
shooting pets with a firearm, or lethal 
injections straight into the animal’s heart.

•• Australian pounds have been known to 
donate pets to universities or vets for student 
training (lethal surgery) and blood donations.

Pounds often victimise and 
increase the kill rates for 
certain segments of the pet 
population, such as bull breeds 
and fractious ‘feral’ cats.

•• Many pounds support breed generalisations 
and discrimination, including bans on 
adopting friendly ‘pit bull type’ dogs.

•• Many pounds support laws which require 
community cats to be impounded, rather 
than cared for humanely in the community.

•• Pounds rarely offer ‘placement’ 
opportunities for untame cats that would 
be suitable for adoption as an outdoor or 
working cat (ie. barn cat adoptions).

•• Many pounds actively support mandatory 
desexing laws, or pet limit laws which 
drive non-compliant pets into the pound 
system where they can be killed.

Pounds often fail to find new 
homes for pets who need them.

•• Most pounds in Australia do not operate 
adoption programs, and those that do 
are often poorly managed with a lack of 
resourcing investment and funding.

•• Many pounds have limited opening 
hours which make it inconvenient for 
the working public to visit, while some 
pounds are open by appointment only 
for adopting and reclaiming pets.

•• Few pounds work to give homeless 
pets the positive marketing and 
exposure they need to find a home.

•• Often, the adopt-from-pound process is 
unnecessarily laborious making it harder 
for the caring public to save lives.

•• Many pounds are located in out-of-the-
way low-trafficked industrial areas, or 
next to the local rubbish tip - making 
visits difficult and unsettling.

The unnecessary killing of 
pets is a result of pound 
management choosing 
to support a culture of 
killing, substandard pound 
procedures and a lack of 
compassion and care from 
Local Government.
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Your rights as a pet owner 
if things go wrong

Rather than protect pets, 
the traditional animal 
management system is 
designed to strip you of 
your rights as a pet owner 
and remove any liability 
for the pound operator, no 
matter how unacceptable 
their practices are.

Pound legislation is littered with 
exclusion phrases such as, ‘if 
practicable’ and ‘all reasonable efforts’ 
- which allows any of the following 
actions to be completely legal:

•• If the pound doesn’t notify you that they 
have your pet, and/or your pet dies in their 
care, no action can be taken against the 
council or the council representative.

•• If your pet catches a transmissible 
or life-threatening disease because 
of poor hygiene standards, no action 
can be taken against the council.

•• If the pound kills your pet because of 
poor procedures, and because it doesn’t 
work to save the lives of the animals in its 
care, there is no liability or recourse.

•• If the pound takes in your pet, but chooses 
not to release him because he fails a health 
or temperament test, or simply refuses to 
offer a rescue or adoption program (even 
if a rescue group is willing to step in and 
save his life), the discretion lies with the 
council. There is no mandate to save lives.

•• The amounts charged by pound providers 
can exceed the actual cost of caring for a pet 
several times over. If you cannot afford the 
costs, even if your pet is microchipped and 
desexed, the pound can kill your pet. The 
pound can, in most states, shoot your pet 
with a rifle and dump their body at the tip.

•• A pound can kill your pet, rather than treat 
his ailment, even if that ailment is easily 
treatable or was caught at their facility 
(such as ringworm, flu or kennel cough).

•• A pound can tell you they don’t have your pet, 
when they actually do. If they missed your 
pet’s microchip, or if they didn’t scan your pet, 
there will be no action you can take against 
them - even if your pet dies at the pound.

•• A pound can refuse to give their 
kill rates/stats to you.

•• Depending on the operator, a pound can 
refuse to offer pets any vet treatment, 
citing ‘expense’. And pounds are under 
no obligation to offer a behavioural 
treatment plan or enrichment program.
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Why do we use the 
term ‘killed’ instead 
of ‘euthanised’?
The dictionary definition of 
‘euthanasia’ is ‘the humane 
taking of a life to end 
irremediable suffering’.

In a pound setting, an animal that is suffering 
from a hopelessly terminal illness or incurable 
medical condition would be ‘euthanised’ to end 
his life as painlessly as possible - just as we would 
do if our own pets were suffering in this way.

You wouldn’t put your pet down if he had a 
broken bone. You wouldn’t put your dog down 
if he had kennel cough or was frightened. As a 
pet lover, you would never even consider taking 
your pet’s life for these treatable conditions.

Sadly, this doesn’t apply to the pound system. 
The vast majority of pets entering pounds 
are not suffering from a terminal illness 
or incurable medical condition - they are 
killed without any reasonable reason.

The majority of pounds misuse the term 
‘euthanasia’. What’s more, they use more 
palatable terms such as ‘due date’ or ‘putting 
animals to sleep’ - misrepresenting it as a humane 
act to avoid any conflict from the pet-loving public.

First, do no harm
For decades, a QLD pound had 
been sending live animals to their 
local university for ‘non-revival’ 
(fatal) surgery by vet students. The 
practice was defended by the city. 
Only due to community pressure, 
was the practice abandoned.
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* Australian Companion Animal Council, 2006 
** Figures based on a state-wide analysis of council and RSPCA data for unclaimed cats and dogs in NSW 2013

Despite the common belief 
that pounds are filled with 
‘abandoned’ animals, less 
than 10% of dog intakes 
are surrendered by their 
owners. While studies on 
large numbers of cat intakes 
have shown that over 80% 
never had owners and were 
most likely the offspring of 
the ‘stray’ population.**

The most recent figures indicate 
that municipal councils have an 
annual spend of approximately $82 
million for animal management 
services Australia wide.*

Each year animal welfare 
groups, like the RSPCA, are 
gifted by the community more 
than $100 million dollars to care 
for stray and needy animals.

Being killed in a shelter or pound is 
the leading cause of death for healthy 
companion animals in Australia

Did you know?
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What pounds want you to believe

This is how the pound 
management, private charities 
and local government 
agencies who run pounds 
want you to believe they work.

Except, this is largely a fabrication developed 
to appease you – the pet loving community 
– as every single pound, or charity pound 
provider, needs your investment.

Charity pound providers need your donations, your 
participation, and for you to promote their brand.

Local council pounds need you to keep paying your 
pet registration fees (up to $100 per pet, per year) 
so they can continue to fund their departments.

And when you start to critically examine the 
pound narrative, their story quickly falls apart.

“Pounds don’t want to kill 
pets. They are broke 

and swamped and have no 
other option and are simply 
doing the best they can.”

Popular family breed discarded
A NSW pound killed a labrador retriever 
because he caught kennel cough while in 
their facility (a version of the flu). This dog had 
been offered a place with a local breed rescue 
group, but the group was never contacted.
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“Unwanted and 
homeless pets flood 
into the pound daily.”

This implies that pets 
entering pounds just appear 
at the door. This is false.

Most councils have passed mandatory 
impoundment laws requiring that free-roaming 
and potentially lost pets are collected and 
brought to the pound. Some councils have 
even passed laws which see finders of lost pets 
fined themselves, if they return pets straight 
home rather than bring them to the pound.

These impoundment laws have long 
existed for dogs, but the same laws 
are now being passed for cats.

Pounds may take in pets from multiple cities, 
for profit. So even if they are already killing 
pets to create kennel space, pounds can take 
on contracts to take in even more pets.

Pets who could be taken straight home 
(ie. microchipped pets, those wearing ID) 
are brought in. And patrols are often sent 
out to target non-compliant animals.

Certain laws also see extra pets 
entering the pound system 

•• Pet limit laws see pets over and 
above the limits surrendered.

•• Breed specific laws see dogs who look 
a certain way seized and held.

•• Mandatory desexing laws see pets of 
disadvantaged owners given up, or seized.

The truth is, pets don’t simply walk in the doors. 
The system is very much designed to bring them in.
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“Any unclaimed pets are 
temperament tested and the 
safe ones are rehomed…”

Few pounds 
employ qualified 
behaviourists. 
Temperament 
tests are generally 
a mish-mash 
of procedures, 
none of which 
are scientifically 
validated, and are 
generally applied 
by unqualified 
animal attendants 
with no formal 
training in animal 
behaviour.

Most council-run pounds do 
not offer an animal rehoming 
program. They do not advertise 
available pets. They do not 
have a program to get the pets 
desexed and into homes.

Some DO have relationships 
with local rescue groups. 
This often means the pound 
absolves themselves of 
any responsibility to place 
pets by simply holding pets 
to ransom; ‘If you won’t 
take them,’ they say to the 
community’s kind-hearted pet 
lovers, ‘then we’ll kill them’.

By this definition, kill lists 
are nothing more than a 
declaration of the pound, that 
it intends to fail to do its job.

While life-saving 
relationships between 
pound and rescue are 
to be commended, the 
ultimate responsibility for 
saving pets lies with the 
department being paid 
by our pet registration 
fees and taxes. The 
responsibility to save lives 
lies with the pound.

“They work 
hard to find 
their owners…”
Few pounds 
photograph the 
pets entering 
facilities and 
post them online. 
Practically no 
major charity 
pounds do. This 
very basic process 
is overlooked.

Instead, they require owners 
to visit every day to peer into 
cages and check if their pet 
is impounded. Presumably, 
for however long it takes.

Pounds rarely keep lost pet 
registries, or cross-check 
surrounding pounds who do 
maintain pet registries.

And if the owner of a pet is 
found, they generally can’t 
just take their pet home 
immediately. Nearly all pounds 
will hold a pet - under threat 
of death - until the owner pays 
their fines, fees and charges. 
These can often amount 
to hundreds of dollars.
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“Any killing is done for behavioural 
reasons, health reasons, or because there 
simply aren’t enough homes available…”
In the case of pounds 
who offer no behavioural 
rehabilitation program, 
this is simply not true. 
Nearly all common 
behavioural issues 
are treatable and 
is certainly not an 
excuse to kills pets.

In the case of pounds who offer no 
veterinary rehabilitation program, this 
is simply not true. Many common health 
issues are treatable, so not offering this 
service ensures savable pets are killed.

In the case of pounds who offer no 
direct-from-pound adoption program, 
this is simply not true. The only 

thing threatening the lives of those 
pets is the pound itself – while they 
do not lift a finger to save them.

This is not true for healthy untame 
cats. These cats aren’t being killed 
because they can’t be saved, but because 
the pound chooses to kill them.

This is not true for healthy, friendly, 
‘pit bull-type’ dogs. These dogs 
are often being killed because the 
laws are mandating their death.

The pet who is being killed in a pound 
because he is genuinely untreatably 
aggressive, or sick, or because there 
is legitimately no home for him to go 
to, is so uncommon as to make it an 
anomaly. Pets are nearly always killed 
because of ineffective pound policy.

Pound closed to rescue
A metropolitan Victorian pound, known for its large 
collection of pound tenders, chose to take in pets from 
several dozen councils, then killed many of the pets - citing 
reasons such as common and treatable illness, fixable 
behavioural issues and old age. At the same time it refused 
access to local rescue groups willing to save those pets.
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“More pets are coming 
in everyday because the 
public is irresponsible, 
so the pound is under 
constant pressure…”
In most Australian cities, 
the number of pets entering 
the pound each year is a 
few hundred. A few cities 
may reach a couple of 
thousand annually. Very, 
very manageable numbers.

If every city boasted a well-managed pound, 
no saveable animal would die for ‘space’. 

The highest volume, highest kill pounds are 
those which process pets from multiple cities. 
These mega-pounds are often run by charities, 
or private companies, with a vested financial 
interest in keeping pet intake numbers high.

On the front lines, this can seem like pressure 
from an ‘irresponsible’ public. However, 
even a cursory examination of the pounds 
operations will usually see an overburdened 
facility, servicing a pet-owning population 
far exceeding the pound’s capacity.
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The illusion of compassion

Now you know what you and your community are investing 
in, and now you know that your investment is being 
made under false pretences. It’s time to take stock.

Are you still willing to invest in a 
system using killing when you know 
there are humane alternatives?

The killing of pets in pounds has nothing to do with 
whether the pets ‘need’ to be killed, but whether 
the community will support them if they do. If all 
support for their programs dried up because of this 
factor, more humane solutions would be found.

We, as a community, contribute 100% of funds 
to our animal management system. We either 
contribute with direct donations, or we pay pet 
registration fees, and we all pay rates and taxes. 
We as a community contribute 100% of funds, so 
we hold 100% of the power over how they operate.

Pounds will maintain that they ‘have’ to kill, 
and that we ‘have’ to support them (threatening 
to make things ‘even worse’ for pets if we 
don’t). Both of these assertions are false. We 
contribute 100% of funds, and can withdraw 
that support should these publicly funded 
agencies refuse to implement policies that 
meet our expectations. They do not have to 
kill and they will only stop when the practice 
of doing so is no longer being funded by us.

Our broken pound system is the last place 
within our society where it is still the norm to kill 
friendly pets. Many of those within that corrupt 
system are fighting to maintain the status quo. 
But they are outnumbered and the public is fast 
becoming aware of no kill and demanding reform.
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The myth of overpopulation

The killing of thousands of 
animals every year in our 
nation’s pounds has been 
justified on the basis of a 
supply-demand imbalance. 
We’ve been told that there 
are just “too many animals, 
not enough homes.”

In reality,  the supply imbalance is the 
other way. Overpopulation is a myth.

Around 1.1 million Australians will get a dog or cat 
this year, and if just one in five of them chose a 
rescue pet, we’d empty all the pounds and shelters!

The overpopulation myth is the cover the 
management of pounds use to condone and 
excuse the killing of thousands of pets every 
year. And unless pet lovers unite to take 
action on a local, state and national level, 
pounds will never be a safe place for pets.

The fate of pound dogs

Other

Killed

Collected 
by rescue

Adopted

Returned 
to owner

The fate of pound cats

Other

Killed
Collected 
by rescue

Adopted

Returned to owner

Approximately 180,000 dogs entered 
Australian pounds in 2013/14*.

110,000
dogs remained unclaimed

at the pound*.

Pound kill rates*

2011/12

40%
2013/14

25%

Approximately 125,000 cats entered Australian 
pounds in 2013/14*.

120,000
cats remained unclaimed

at the pound*.

Pound kill rates*

2011/12

80%
2013/14

56%

*Figures based on a state-wide analysis of council and 
RSPCA data for unclaimed cats and dogs in NSW 2013.
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Temperament tests could 
cost your dog his life

Practically all pounds in 
Australia administer some 
kind of ‘temperament test’ on 
pets in an effort to determine 
their suitability for rehoming.

In the case of dogs, these tests are 
purported to be able to identify 
dogs that are aggressive and a 
potential danger to prospective 
families. They are also used as a 
‘personality’ appraisal, to match 
dogs with their new families.

Failing a temperament test is the 
single largest killer of lost and 
homeless dogs in this country. In 
fact, 5,175 out of 7,313 dogs that were 
killed in RSPCA shelters nationally 
(2013/14), were killed as a result 
of failing the temperament test. 
At individual pounds, this figure 
can be as high as 60%.

And there are more shocking 
facts you need to know 
about temperament tests

Dog temperament tests tend to require the 
tester to look for ‘friendly’ and ‘non-friendly’ 
behaviours. They assess the following:

•• Reaction to being touched and stroked

•• Reaction to other animals

•• Aggression towards children 
(often using a toddler doll)

•• Food aggression and resource guarding

•• Dominant and anxious behaviors

If your pet demonstrates any 
negative response to these 
tests, they can be killed.

Even the most well-balanced family pet could 
fail the test after experiencing the stress and 
trauma of being separated from their loved 
ones, captured, transported, confined and 
surrounded by unfamiliar, barking dogs. In 
these circumstances, all dogs are likely to 
behave in inconsistent ways - including yours.

Source: RSPCA Australia National Statistics 2013-2014
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Temperament tests 
are ‘unscientific’

While temperament tests are used by 
pounds to defend high kill rates, many tests 
have been developed without the input 
of a canine behaviour expert or scientific 
validation. There is little standardisation and 
every pound and shelter does their testing 
differently. In short, temperament testing has 
been more of a black art, than a science.

Monash University research casts further doubt 
on the integrity of pound-based temperament 
testing. The study, published in 2010, involved 11 
shelters and pounds in six states. It concluded 
that, although most pounds did their best with 
limited resources, staff could be deciding the 
fate of dogs based on “inadequate training, 
potentially invalid assessment protocols 
and subjective interpretations of behaviour 
in which they have limited confidence”.

Researchers also found that, of the 50 shelter-
dog assessments and 26 pound workers 
observed, none were using standardized 
protocols that had been scientifically validated. 
In fact “there was little consistency in how 
the protocols were administered, partly 
because of constraints including limited 
availability of time and resources”.

Despite these deficiencies, one-off temperament 
tests are widely used. Pounds continue to use 

faulty, invalid and unreliable temperament 
tests, to assess and kill dogs every single day.

How temperament testing 
can be used to save lives

Progressive pounds are using temperament 
tests as a strategic tool for developing a 
personalised rehabilitation/training plan for 
each pet, rather than a ‘pass/fail’ excuse to kill.

When applied in this way, these helpful 
behavioural assessments continue for 
the entire period that a pet is in the 
pound, over a period of days/weeks.

Training programs are run concurrently to ensure 
pets receive the training and treatment they need 
to re-enter the community as a safe family pet.

It’s time to let pounds know 
that killing pets when there 
are proven testing and 
rehabilitation solutions, 
will no longer be accepted 
by the pet lovers, pound 
donors or the pound 
workers themselves.

A ‘failed’ test using a toddler doll 
to test for child-friendliness

Source: The 2013 ‘Australian Pet Ownership Survey’ 
published by the Animal Health Alliance of Australia.
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… concerns over (cat flu) had led to the euthanising of 
all cats at the pound in December and again in April 
just in case some of them may have had the virus.

THE MORNINGTON PENINSULA NEWS  01/06/2015

Almost two thirds of 
dogs impounded… have 
been euthanised with the 
remaining third only escaping 
if claimed by an owner.

COBRAM COURIER 9/4/2014
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Microchips offer little 
protection for your pet in 
a system designed to kill

•• Australia has five microchip registries 
that keep pet ownership data. Two are 
privately owned, one is run by the NSW 
Government, and two are run by private 
charities Melbourne’s Lost Dogs Home 
and the RSPCA. Each of the agencies have 
different policies and procedures, and 
some are not available after hours.

•• Not all microchips that have been implanted 
can be read on existing technology. 
Cheap chips and scanners imported from 
overseas manufacturers are less reliable.

•• Some types of microchips may not 
be compatible or readable with the 
scanner used by the vet our council 
pound where your lost pet is held. 

•• Major national microchip manufacturer 
Virbac, has revealed that thousands of 
microchips implanted between 2010 and 
2012 have failed and can’t be read at all.

•• The process of updating your pet’s 
microchip details is laborious, with 
most registries requiring a printed 
pdf to be sent through the mail.

•• In some cases, where microchips have been 
implanted, the registry has not received 
the pet’s chip identification number.

Australia’s microchip 
identification system is in 
chaos. All across the nation, 
there are regular reports 
of owned microchipped 
dogs and cats being 
destroyed at the pound.

As a pet owner who has paid 
to have your pets chipped in 
the belief that this will ensure 
their safe return, it’s in your best 
interests to know the following:

Paperwork bungle costs 
family their friend
A Victorian pound failed to reunite a dog 
and his family after the microchipping 
paperwork was found to be in the 
owner’s ex-partner’s name. When 
the ex-partner was notified and 
went to make the collection the next 
day, the dog was already dead23
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•• Microchip registries have also been 
known to lose application details 
or fail to process applications.

•• A 2011 report from WA revealed that just 48 of 
nearly 150 councils had a microchip scanner.

•• To find microchips, pound operators must scan 
your pet thoroughly and effectively. However, 
there is little incentive for them to do so.

•• Microchips can move from the point of 
implant, between your pet’s shoulders. In some 
cases, chips have been discovered in the leg or 
rump. Chips have also been known to migrate 
to dangerous locations, such as the brain.

•• Privacy provisions make it difficult for 
vets to contact owners of injured animals 
that have been brought in to them.

•• Some states have even passed legislation 
enforcing fines for vets who scan microchips 
and use the details to return pets to their 
owner, rather than contacting the pound 
to arrange impoundment of the pet.

•• Private rescue groups are given no access 
to the microchip registry databases at all.

•• If your lost pet is found by a member 
of the general public, they don’t have 
access to a microchip scanner and will 
drive pets to the local pound in the ‘hope’ 
that the pet has a chip that will ensure 
they are reunited with their owners.

•• Should your pet be acting scared or aggressive, 
there is a clause in legislation in nearly all 
states which allows pound staff to simply 
kill your pet without scanning them.

•• In most states, legislation deems microchips 
are a form of identification, rather than proof 
of ownership. This means that other forms 
of proof of ownership must be submitted 
before pets are returned to owners.

•• Stories of pets with ‘old’ microchip details, 

being returned to ex-owners rather than 
current owners are relatively common.

•• Dead pets found in the field are often not 
scanned but collected by waste disposal 
and thrown directly into landfill.

While pet microchips are an excellent 
tool, in reality they only serve one 
purpose – identification. They are 
generally more reliable than a collar, 
but have the same administration 
issues as any other large database 
subject to human error.

Microchips as a form of protection 
for your pet, are only as good as 
the animal sheltering system 
which supports them. You can’t 
rely on them to protect your pet 
from being killed at the pound.

Loved dog not given a chance
In regional Victoria, a microchipped 
border collie pup went missing and 
was collected by a local ranger. 
Rather than return or impound the 
dog, the ranger shot the dog and 
dumped his body at the local tip.
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Read further

Chapter 2
The Ugly Truth
Warning: Contains images 
readers may find distressing.

Chapter 3
The Solution: 
How the No Kill 
Movement and Humane 
Cat Management 
is already working 
in Australia

Advocate for 
pets in your 
community
Pound healthcheck
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