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Notes on the CCES Sample 

 

YouGov constructed the CCES survey sample by first drawing a target sample designed to be 

representative of the American adult population.  This sample was drawn with a sampling 

frame of U.S. citizens from the American Community Survey, which was matched with 

additional data from the Current Population Survey Supplement and the Pew Religious 

Landscape Survey.  The target sample was thus representative of the population on 

demographic characteristics (gender, age, race, marital status, education, income, region and 

urbanicity of residence), political covariates (party identification, ideology, voter registration 

status, and interest in politics), and religion (affiliation and attendance of religious services).  

For each member of the target sample, proximity matching techniques were then used to 

identify survey respondents who were as similar as possible to target sample members.  Finally, 

weights were calculated so that the final sample would be similar to the adult population on 

these characteristics.  For more details on this process, see Vavreck and Rivers 2008.  When 

compared with actual election results, estimates from CCES 2010 state-level samples were 

found to exhibit error rates similar to that expected from random sampling (Ansolabehere 

2012).  Since the launch of the CCES in 2005, data from the study have been used in more than 

50 studies published in peer-reviewed journals (CCES 2013). 

 

Evidence for National Consensus on Goals 

 

Surveys on Americans' policy priorities by the Pew Research Center conducted just months 

after the relevant administrations of the CCES confirm the national consensuses regarding the 

goals associated with the consensus issues analyzed in this article.  In January 2012, reducing 

unemployment was named as a "top" or "important" priority by 96% of Americans; only 2% 

rejected the goal and said "it should not be done." Similar numbers were found for the 

consensus goals of reducing health care costs (90%, 5%), and (in January 2013) reducing the 

budget deficit (92%, 2%) and dealing with global trade (78%, 2%).   In January 2011, dealing 

with illegal immigration was named as a "top" or "important" priority by 84% of Americans; 

only 3% rejected this goal outright and said "it should not be done." Similar numbers were 

found for the consensus goals of improving education (92%, 2%) and dealing with the nation's 

energy problems (89%, 2%).  Unfortunately, Pew did not ask a similar question about the 

Guantanamo Bay prison.  For additional details, see Pew Research Center 2013.   
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Predicting the Vote for President, 2012 

 

                                                   I II 

                                                   coef se coef se 

Pairwise preferences, prefers L to R:     

   National debt 1.252*** (.241) 1.533*** (.270) 

   Foreign economic competition                         -.203 (.256) -.498 (.319) 

Double-peaked preferences:     

   National debt:     

 LRQ                                            
  

-1.059** (.390) 

 RLQ                                            
  

.017 (.524) 

   Foreign economic competition:     

 LRQ                                            
  

.431 (.356) 

 RLQ                                            
  

-.111 (.365) 

Race: Black                            1.132* (.554) .952+ (.573) 

Ethnicity: Spanish, Hispanic or Latino origin 1.029** (.370) 1.217* (.485) 

Age -.019 (.050) -.007 (.049) 

Age squared .000 (.000) .000 (.000) 

Female                          .031 (.281) .037 (.259) 

Attendance of religious services (0-5) -.114 (.071) -.144* (.070) 

Education level (0-1)                              .502 (.417) .647 (.439) 

Party ID: Democrat                                 1.408** (.529) 1.558** (.511) 

Party ID: Republican                               -1.439** (.503) -1.408** (.502) 

Party ID: Independent                              .107 (.495) .098 (.493) 

Ideology: liberal                                  .637 (.547) .579 (.534) 

Ideology: moderate                                 .510 (.399) .455 (.401) 

Ideology: conservative                             .147 (.417) .141 (.417) 

Intercept                                        -.667 (1.251) -.935 (1.236) 

expected percent correctly predicted               90.8 91.0 

expected proportional reduction in error           81.6 82.0 

 
Wald test of H0: double-peaked preferences coefficients equal to zero in Model II: 

F (4, 603): 3.10  p-value: .015 

 
Notes: Probit with sampling weights.  N = 607.  DV: Vote for Obama=1, Romney=0.  
Coefficients significantly different from zero at +p<.10;*p<.05; **p<.01; ***p<.001 (two-
tailed tests; robust standard errors).  Goodness of fit statistics (expected percent 
correctly predicted and expected proportional reduction in error) are calculated as 
proposed by Herron (1999) and implemented by the epcp routine in Stata (Lawrence 
2009). 
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Experiment Reading Passages and Accompanying Images 

 

Text Accompanying Image 

 

Control  

 

The United States currently faces a long list of 

challenges.   Difficult decisions must be made about 

our nation’s future.  [Once the elections are over/Now 

that the elections are over], America's leaders—whether 

they be Republicans, Democrats or Independents—

[will] need to turn their full attention to addressing 

the country’s problems with feasible solutions that 

actually work.   

 

 

Education treatment 

 

The United States ranks far behind many other 

countries in how well our students perform at math, 

reading and science, making it difficult for us to 

complete in the global economy.  Nearly 30 percent of 

our nation’s high school students aren’t even 

graduating.  Furthermore, there are huge differences 

in the quality of education received by students from 

poor families and wealthy families.  Experts disagree 

about how to solve this problem, but most agree that 

current education policies aren’t working. 

 

 

Guantanamo Bay treatment 

 

The U.S. is sending mixed signals about its plans for 

the nearly 200 suspected terrorists it is holding in a 

prison located in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  In 2008, the 

U.S. announced it would close the prison.  But nearly 

two years later, it has yet to do so.  Many military 

commanders say Guantanamo should be closed.  But 

some of the prisoners are considered to be very 

dangerous, and opposition has arisen to transferring 

them to prisons in the U.S.  Experts disagree on what 

to do about Guantanamo, but they agree that we need 

a clearer policy.   
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Text Accompanying Image 

 

Undocumented immigration treatment 

 

The number of illegal immigrants in the United States 

is estimated to be 12 million people, a number higher 

than at any time in the last fifty years.  The 

government spends billions of dollars each year 

providing illegal immigrants with services like health 

care and education.  Furthermore, millions of illegal 

immigrants are parents, and their children are being 

raised in poverty.  Experts disagree about how to 

solve this problem, but most agree that current 

immigration policies aren’t working. 

 

 

Foreign oil treatment 

 

The United States currently relies on imports for more 

than half of its oil supply, making us vulnerable to 

price shocks caused by countries that export oil, 

including Iran and Russia.  According to some 

projections, our reliance on foreign oil will rise to 

even greater levels over the next 25 years.  

Furthermore, these fuels are major causes of air 

pollution.  Experts disagree about how to solve this 

problem, but most agree that current policies aren’t 

working. 
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