
29 January Year A

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin MaryFourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil 
against you [falsely] because of me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be 
great in heaven.  Thus they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Matthew 5:1-12a



On the Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time, Matthew's Gospel gives us the essence of Jesus teaching in the Beatitudes. “Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.”

Tuesday is the Memorial of Saint John Bosco, priest. Thursday is the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord with its own special 
readings. Saturday is the Memorial of Saint Agatha, virgin and martyr.

The first reading this week continues with the Letter to the Hebrews. Jesus is priest and we should not be discouraged.

In Mark’s Gospel this week, Jesus continues to heal and teach. A man in the Gerasenes is healed of unclean spirits and wants 
to stay with Jesus but he tells the man, “Go home to your family and announce to them all that the Lord in his pity has done 
for you.” The young daughter of a synagogue official is sick and on the way to cure her, as Jesus stood in a crowd, he felt the 
power go out of him as a woman with a hemorrhage touched his cloak. “Your faith has saved you,” he reassures her. To the 
synagogue official he says, “Do not be afraid; just have faith” and heals his daughter. He teaches in the synagogue in his 
hometown “and they took offense at him.”  He was not able to perform miracles there, because of their lack of faith. Jesus 
sends his apostles, in twos, to share the good news. After publicly promising a dancer anything she wants, Herod reluctantly 
gives the girl her wish and orders John the Baptist to be beheaded. When Jesus' disciples return from their journeys, he 
encourages them, “Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.” But as they tried to get away “and saw the 
vast crowd, his heart was moved with pity for them, for they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them 
many things.”

On the Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Jesus encourages his disciples to let their light shine: “Your light must shine before 
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.”

Daily Prayer This Week

The readings this week seem to be about healing and call. In our ongoing renewal, I can ask our Lord to be continually healed 
of what is getting in my way and to continually be more and more open to my call.

Even though we are trying to be people who find intimacy with God in the very midst of our everyday lives, there might be 
moments this week when we plug into a really great connection with our Lord. So often that happens when we find ourselves 
in need of healing. Perhaps after many years of one part of our life being dominated by an unclean spirit, we discover a 
readiness to be whole again, pure again. Maybe we encounter a sin that has become “my” sin, my obstacle to growth in my 
relationship with God. This may be the week to open my heart to pure grace and reconciliation.

This could be the week when we discover what a handicap fear itself is in my life. It may be the reason we don't ask or even 
reach out to touch Jesus for healing. This may be the week we are being invited to no longer be afraid and to let our Lord love 
us and heal us. Touching his cloak, without words, may be enough for us.

This week, like so many, can be a time for us to be consciously aware of our being called - placed in a position of being his 
disciple. In that situation, whatever way the invitation comes to us, we are clearly facing an opportunity to be a source of good 
news, rather than bad news; to love tenderly, rather than selfishly; to be a gatherer of others, rather than a divider; and to be a 
source of compassion, rather than a heartless judge. And, when that happens, we can delight in spending a bit more time with 
Jesus, comforting us for being his disciple there. We can “come away with him” for even a brief moment and give thanks that 
we had that taste of his ministry, happening through us.

When we rest each night this week, expressing our thanks for this daily prayer is quite in order.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm

Daily Reflection

Today’s readings include calls to humility in the words of the prophet Zephaniah, the letters of the apostle Paul, and the 
beginning of one of history’s most famous teaching sessions, when Jesus pointedly instructs his followers with His Sermon 
on the Mount.  The ten verses we know as the Beatitudes have, individually or collectively, been the focus of countless 
homilies, sermons, Bible classes, and academic studies.  However, that familiarity, and perhaps also the grace and poetry of 
these beautiful words, can lead us to miss important parts of Jesus’ teaching as we gloss over the words.  Poet Hannah Clark 
eloquently points out that we can become desensitized as we repeatedly read the world “blessed” (in her discussion of Thomas 
Ingmire’s illumination in The Saint John’s Bible), so our mind wanders and we miss some of the rich meanings of seemingly 
simple words.

Many people undervalue the word “blessed,” for instance.  I know individuals who think of being blessed as some good thing 
that occurs after having done something on the list, something akin to a spiritual carnival game where one receives a small 
prize for having hit a target.  Being blessed, though, is more than just some good thing happening to us, it is a state of being.  
The Aramaic word Jesus may have used – toowayhon – conveys a much deeper sense that we are enriched by God’s 
providence and grace, that we are spiritually fortunate and prosperous, blissful, delighted, and content.  One commentator 
notes that toowayhon includes the idea that blessed persons “enjoy union and communion with God.”

Come to think of it, some individuals subconsciously change the verb tense from present (“Blessed are”) to future (“Blessed 
will be”).  They think of blessings as only occurring in the future, when our “reward will be great in heaven.”  However, Jesus 
did not present a list of If/Then statements, whereby you do a thing and get a token to be redeemed at a later date.  We can be 
blessed now.  We can enjoy a deep relationship with our Triune God now. 

Don’t worry, I am not going to go through the Beatitudes word by word.  I do want to share a few favorite insights I have 
heard/read that stuck with me over the years.

When Matthew’s Gospel writes about the poor in spirit, that does not refer to individuals who are weak in the faith.  Rather, 
it refers to those who are not spiritually arrogant but who, having recognized their own limitations, rely completely on God.  
The poor in spirit are thus doubly blessed because they are closer to God now, and (as one commentator noted) because “this 
total reliance on God is the doorway into” His kingdom.  The “humble and lowly, who shall take refuge in the name of the 
Lord” described by the prophet Zephaniah (from today’s Reading I) fit this category.

The meek Jesus mentions need not be timid, cowering individuals.  Ancient Greeks warriors prized a meek war horse.  In 
battle, the rider had to count on a steed responding quickly to commands.  A horse that fights the bit is said to have a hard 
mouth, but one with a gentle mouth – a meek horse, as the Greeks described it – moves in unison with its rider.  We are called 
to have gentle souls that respond quickly to the Spirit’s guidance so that our thoughts and action are in concert with God’s 
plan for us.  Can you imagine the joy of such an intimate connection with God?

Blessed are the ones who bring and maintain peace.  Peace is more than just the absence of conflict.  I recently heard a pastor 
talk about how our understanding of the meaning of the word “peace” benefits when we look at the Hebrew word shalom.  
Shalom indicates peace, yes, but also harmony, tranquility, completeness, wholeness, welfare, with all things in their right 
place.  In short, shalom is a peace that comes from God.  When Jesus says “Blessed are the peacemakers,” He is talking about 
persons who bring God’s peace to volatile situations as well as to troubled souls.  Part of the blessing of being a peacemaker 
is the blessing of personally experiencing God’s peace.  Only one who possesses God’s peace, even at a small level or for a 
period of time, can bring that peace to others. 

As you read the parts about “righteousness” – those who hunger and thirst for it, those who are persecuted for its sake – think 
back to our reading today from I Corinthians.  Paul writes that Jesus became righteousness for us – Christ Jesus, who became 
for us wisdom from God, as well as righteousness . . . .  It can be tempting, and stressful, to focus on a list of Do’s and Don’ts.  
How much better to hunger and thirst to be with and like Christ. 

In the last of today’s reading, the part about being insulted, persecuted, lied about, the key phrase is “because of me.”  As we 
aspire to live Christ-like, Spirit-led lives, we will find ourselves in difficult situations.  Remember that we are promised (Luke 
21:14-15) that God will give us the words we need so that our defense is Christ-like and Spirit-led.

Now, go forth and Seek the Lord, all you humble of the earth.  Be blessed as you serve others.  Shalom!

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/012923.html
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ACMI Migrant Fund 

Scan to register!

Charity Golf 2023
There are more than 1.2 million low-wage migrant workers and migrant 
domestic workers in Singapore. Many are single mothers or who have 
courageously left their families to come to Singapore to work. Others 
are struggling to make ends meet in a rising cost environment whilst 
facing hardship and prejudice. 

Your support can feed 500 migrant workers, give 76 migrant 
domestic workers upskilling opportunities through training courses 
and much more.

$5,000*/flight
lunch and dinner included

*All flight purchases and outright 
donations for this golf fundraiser are 
eligible for 250% tax deduction.





Important Notice
For the safety of all Parishioners and in accordance to the SCDF Fire & Safety 
(Amendment) Act (2019), the following are to be strictly adhered to during 
Mass to avoid overcrowding: 

Thank you for your understanding and we appreciate your cooperation to 
keep our Parish safe.

2019



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
5.30pm 





12th January, Thursday | 8.30pm 
“The power of the Rosary is beyond description” The Our Lady of Guadalupe Pro-Life Rosary is a 
beautiful way to pray for the unborn children and all who are affected by abortion. Let our Rosaries be 
our weapon against the culture of death and let us pray for the dawning of a new culture, the culture of 
LIFE! Our Lady of Guadalupe, Pray for us! Come and Join Us to Pray Together. For more information 
on Pregnancy Crisis & Support, visit: https://www.pregnancycrisis.sg/

If you are familiar with the Bible in a Year podcast by Fr Mike Schmitz, you will 
be happy to know that Fr Mike Schmitz has started the Catechism in a Year series 
from 1 January 2023. If you are not familiar, perhaps it is time to check out both 
these programmes to understand and deepen our faith. 

The Catechism in a Year podcast helps us to read the entire Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, or CCC for short, in 365 days and understand the essentials of 
the Catholic Faith and why they matter. With this, hopefully we can encounter 
God’s plan of sheer goodness and transform our relationship with the Church that 
Christ founded.

Please go to the website ascensionpress.com to find out more details. The Parish 
encourages you to sign up the reading plan and follow the podcast. Let us grow 
our faith together as a Parish.



Infant Jesus booklet
on sale from

1 December 2022

Infant Jesus devotion booklet

You can get them in the parish office 5$



Order now!

S$600.00

Fewer than 50 sets left!  All proceeds go to the church.

limited edition

PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
PayNow Reference, please state LEGO.
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO 
set with Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines. Enjoy and have 
fun family time as you build the house of God together. All 

these at only SGD600.00*

拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔。只须SGD600.00*, 就
能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。





The strength of  the FAMILY
lies in its  capacity to love
and to teach how to love.  

For all  a  family 's  problems,  
it  can always grow, 

beginning with love.  

P o p e  F r a n c i s  A m o r i s  L a e t i t i a  5 3



 

 
To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions will be heard half an hour 
before weekday evening and weekend Masses starting from 18 April 2022 onwards. Do 
note, however, that the Sacrament will not be available on Thursday evenings in view 
of the Infant Jesus devotion, and before the Sunday 8.30am Mandarin Mass. 

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Monday to Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 5.30pm followed by Mass
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Intercessory Prayer : 2.00pm - 4.00pm (English, Saturday)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 3.00pm - 4.00pm (Monday - Friday) / 11.00am - 12.30pm (Sunday)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 4.00pm - 5.00pm (Saturday)
No Devotions/Prayers if it fall on Public Holiday
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed
COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday: 7.00am – 7.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 7.00am – 5.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays
CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 8.00am – 9.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 8.00am – 6.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


