
   

We will be having the usual Christmas 

luncheon as part of the monthly Coffee 

Morning on Friday December 1st1st1st1st 

Sign-up forms for people who can please             

provide salads or cakes to accompany 

the meats will be available. 

   

AND… a “Most Imaginative  

  Christmas Hat  Competition”  

  with a small prize offered to the 

   winner! 

 

 

 

 

It’s November, and therefore Christobel's 

‘Famous Christmas Cake’ is to be raffled! 

The $1 raffle tickets reflect the true value of the 
labour and ingredients in this delicious          
Christmas cake that Christobel traditionally 
makes each year for the festive season (turn to 

Page 7 to see her ‘secret’ recipe!). 

The winner will be a lucky person!! 

Thank you to Sue Turner for last month's cake. 
 

 
 
 

 Hi Everybody 

A new Committee of Management including 
myself as President was elected at the recent 
AGM, full  details of the new ‘Who’s 
Who’ are published for your                
reference in this Newsletter’s           

Contacts list. 

I look forward to working with 
everybody to ensure that U3A 
Castlemaine continues to provide 
the wonderful facilities you have 
enjoyed over the years and to            
hopefully introduce some further                  

improvements to these in the coming year. 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank both 
Win Jodell, for a great year as President and all 
the retiring members of the Committee and 
Working Groups who have worked tirelessly in the 

past year. Well done all of you! 

We still need a Vice-President and the Treasurer 
wants to retire in the next few months so we             
desperately need a couple of wonderful                
members to volunteer for these roles; you may 
think them time consuming and difficult but they 
are not really and there is lots of help provided 

for both positions. 

Volunteering is a really rewarding personal          
experience so please think about it and talk to 
me if you would like to know more about one of 

these positions. 

The AGM raised some issues that a small number 
of members found contentious and in order to        
resolve these we are having a short Special             
General Meeting prior to the Founders’ Day     
Coffee Meeting 10am November 3rd at the 
Church of Christ; you will have received an           

Official Notice advising you of this. 

November 2017 

ThirdThoughts 

President’s Report 

Cake Raf�e UpdateCake Raf�e UpdateCake Raf�e UpdateCake Raf�e Update 



 

This is important so please try to attend the 
meeting; it is the opportunity to have your say 
on the matter of next year’s Subscription           
Increase and to hear the Committee explain 

exactly why it is felt necessary for an increase. 

Hopefully the meeting will clear the air on this 
and also on the subject of the auditing of our 

finances. 

We regret this Special Meeting may slightly          
detract from what is a very special annual 

event, our Founders’ Day Celebration.  

This coming year marks the 30th anniversary of 
a wonderful group of Castlemaine residents 
making the decision to establish this U3A. We 
doubt they ever dreamt when doing this that 
our U3A would grow into the huge organisation 

it is today with over 500 active members. 

The Founders deserve our recognition and this 
is the main purpose of our November Coffee 
Morning. Regrettably, not all of the Founders 
can be with us - age and distance has sadly 

taken its toll. 

So please,  Members, make an effort to be with 
us on November 3rd to celebrate what those 
wonderful people did in giving us U3A                  
Castlemaine, a truly great organisation and 
one all the local community benefits from          

immensely. 

We are very busy getting together your             
Courses for the coming U3A year. Russell            
Annear, our new Course Coordinator, is work-
ing hard to provide you with an even more              
spectacular choice of interesting and exciting 

courses. 

There will be old favourites, some new offer-
ings, and some old regulars may disappear as 
Course Leaders decide their courses have had 

their day. 

We are keen to offer more new courses but 
time is running out so please contact Russell 
urgently if you have something interesting in 

mind. 

Our Events Working Group offer members 
some great trips but sadly we don’t always get 
a huge response for these. Please keep an eye 
out for them in the Newsletter and your emails 

and give them your support. 

If you have any suggestions for any great U3A 
trips contact Joe Scoglio (Events Coordinator) 

with your suggestion, he’s keen for new ideas. 

Enjoy the sunshine - it’s a welcome change  

after a cold winter! 

John Pizzey 
President U3A Castlemaine Inc. 
u3acm.pres@gmail.com             0419 118 360 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Friday Coffee Mornings!!Friday Coffee Mornings!!Friday Coffee Mornings!!Friday Coffee Mornings!!  
 

...are held on the first  Friday of the month   

(unless otherwise advised)  

From: 10am  

Where:  

Church of Christ 
Blakeley Road 
Castlemaine 
 

November Speaker: Helen Bodycomb 

Hosts: November 3rd Kitchen Duty (Founders' 
Day): Coffee, Cake and Conversation and            
Crazy Whist Groups. (Committee will assist with 

food for invited guests.) 

Hosts: December 1st  

Christmas Breakup - volunteers as per lists  

 

Changes to the U3A                                   Changes to the U3A                                   Changes to the U3A                                   Changes to the U3A                                   

Castlemaine Constitution Castlemaine Constitution Castlemaine Constitution Castlemaine Constitution     
    A short Special General Meeting                        
will be held prior to the Founders Day      
coffee morning on Friday 3 November.  
  Resolutions will be put to members  
    regarding changing two Rules in the 
    Constitution.   
             Monique Thomson  
           Secretary U3A Committee of Management  
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Extreme Heat Policy Extreme Heat Policy Extreme Heat Policy Extreme Heat Policy ‘In a Nutshell’‘In a Nutshell’‘In a Nutshell’‘In a Nutshell’ 

All U3A activities (includes all Enrolment days, 
classes, office attendance, administrative meet-
ings and coffee mornings) must be cancelled 
when the forecast temperature for                    
CASTLEMAINE is: 

◊ 38° or higher at 8pm the night before 

◊ on a day of extreme or greater fire danger,  
regardless of the temperature 

 

• The U3A Castlemaine website has a link to the 

weather forecast and to the Policy.                   
http://www.u3acastlemaine.com  

• Predicted temperatures for Castlemaine are 

broadcast on the local ABC radio FM 
91.1every morning following the news. It is also 
available on the Bureau of Meteorology           
website http://www.bom.gov.au/vic/
forecasts/map7day.shtml  

• Heat kills more Australians than any natural             

disaster  

Activities are cancelled automatically, without 

any need for Course Leaders to contact the 
members in their group. 

The point of the ‘automatic’ policy is that: 

◊  no individual decisions need to be made 

◊ no one needs to out-guess the forecasters 

◊ or decide when ‘the change’ might be          
coming, and so on 

 

The policy is designed to ensure safety not only 
during the activity but also travelling there and 
back – and therefore the presence of air            
conditioning at the venue is irrelevant. 

 

 

 

 

COURSE APPLICATIONS COURSE APPLICATIONS COURSE APPLICATIONS COURSE APPLICATIONS     

The Courses Working Group has been working 
hard to bring the 2018 Course Prospectus           
together in readiness for release at the                  
December coffee morning on Friday 1st               

December. 

We currently have over 75 courses listed              
including some 15 new courses. There are also a 
few great new ideas in the wind which I hope will 

come to fruition for next year. 

I would like to sincerely thank all those class              
leaders who have volunteered to lead courses 
again and to thank all new leaders for becoming 
involved. Without your commitment our U3A 

would not exist. 

T h e  c u t - o f f  d a t e  f o r  C o u r s e                         
Applications is Friday 3 November. 

I would be happy to receive more applications 
and would encourage anyone with an interest in 
any subject to consider running a course. Please 
either contact me directly with ideas or to go to 
our website where there is a course application 

form at the bottom of the page.*** 

***The easiest way to ensure that we are able to  

enter your course details correctly is if you                
complete the online form available at https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/BDTCQ8T.  

If you prefer, paper forms are available from the 

Office.    

Please submit forms as soon as possible, and 

spread the word - new courses welcome!  

Our organisation exists to promote life long             

learning and fellowship amongst our members. 

Please seriously consider making your                      

contribution to our great organisation. 

Russell Annear 

Course Coordinator  

Exhibition continues until 25 November 
Monday to Friday 10-5 pm 
Saturday 12-5pm  
121 View Street, Bendigo  
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Maldon Hospital 

Town Hall 

CHOIR Singing TogetherCHOIR Singing TogetherCHOIR Singing TogetherCHOIR Singing Together    

Our group enjoyed a great welcome to           
Maldon Hospital by Aged Care patients, and 
we were able to perform many popular songs. 

Angela also included several piano items. 

The performance attracted much clapping 
and singing from the patients and staff. The last 
few songs had to be mainly from memory as 
the eyes clouded for a while not being able to 
see the words; I left with a great feeling from 
‘doing our bit’ to make their life much happier, 

if only for one day. 

The “EXTRAVAGANZA” at the Town Hall was a 
great success; a variety of local singing groups 
thrilled the large audience. U3A Choir sang two 
of their repertoire  -  “Broadway Classics”            
selections and “Altogether Now Sing”; the 
combined choirs sang “One Voice”, plenty of 
applause followed each performance. Was a 

great experience to be part of. 

We must thank Angela and John for their skill 

and patience to get us there.      Bill Greaves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Ideas wanted for 2018….! 

Contact Joe Scoglio 
u3a.events@gmail.com 

ErratumErratumErratumErratum    
ɛˈrɑːtəm/noun 

an error in printing or writing  

The U3A Art Group exhibition                                
will run until November 20,                                   
NOT November 2 as stated                                
in latest newsletter  

Where? Phee Broadway Foyer 

See you there! 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Friday Garden GroupFriday Garden GroupFriday Garden GroupFriday Garden Group    
Trip to  Daylesford, 20th October 

Fifteen of our group had a wonderful morning 
thanks to Patrice O’Shea and Ray Robinson,   
Secretary and President respectively of the 
‘Friends of the Wombat Hill‘ Botanical Gardens 

who were very generous with their time. 

Patrice spoke to us about the start of the             
gardens - with lots of support from Council and 
community in 1863. In contrast the                
present day Council fund only one part-time 
gardener to maintain the large areas with           

assistance from committed ‘Friends’. 

There are plans to upgrade the gardens and          
restore the ‘lake’ (the town water supply which 
has been covered by a metal roof for many 
years to prevent evaporation) and to                 
re-instate the fountain which was once the   
focal point of the gardens but these works are 

estimated to cost $12 million dollars! 

Funds to raise money for the Gardens comes 
mainly from the small nursery next to the cafe 
which is run by the Friends of Wombat Hill   
Gardens where they sell plants they                 

propagate for very reasonable prices. 

There are many interesting areas to explore in 
the Gardens and lots of important old trees to 
admire but we only went for a short stroll to     
admire the bulbs that are still in bloom,                  
particularly the swathe of English Bluebells 
which are being carefully nurtured. We also 



 

admired the rhododendrons, azaleas, tulips 
and breathtaking views before walking 

through their shady fernery. 

Ray then led us on a walk through the                   
beautiful gardens at the back of the Convent               
Gallery that are used for functions and               
weddings. He helped plan and supervise this           
area’s transformation over the last 4 years. To 
end our morning Ray showed us a beautiful 
small garden owned by one of the’ Friends’ 

which was close by. 

Next month for our last garden visit of the year 

we are visiting two gardens in Harcourt. 
 

 

Fabulous Friday Flicks 
Fridays 3rd, 4th, 5th of month  
9.30am-12.30pm  

Places are still available in our class if you 

would like to enrol and join us.  

Bev Orgill 0459 324 455 
  

 Armchair Travel  

4th Monday 4-5.30pm until 18 December 
Places are still available in our class if you 
would like to enrol and join us.  
Bev Orgill 0459 324 455 Armchair Travel Guide  
 

Social Rubber Bridge 

PLAYERS WANTED! MONDAY MORNINGS  
 

You are welcome on your own – no need to 
bring a partner… OR to have played bridge     
before – you learn as you play! A relaxed easy 
session with refreshments provided.                              
Cost only $1 a session. 
Mondays Weekly 9:30am  - 12 noon All Year  
So... if anyone feels like joining us, just turn up 
at The Manse at 9.30am Monday or ring                     
Graham Forbes on 0406 346 466 for more              
information. 
 

Solo GroupSolo GroupSolo GroupSolo Group    

For people who live independently and who 
enjoy stimulating conversation and are open 

minded. A bottle opener essential. 

At the home of: Jean Dowie 

Saturday 18th November 

Apologies to:                                                            

Eva: 0419 376 093/Jean: 5472 1161 
 

OverOverOverOver----80’s Lunch80’s Lunch80’s Lunch80’s Lunch    

8th November 12.30 pm 

Five Flags Hotel 

Apologies to:  Eileen by  

6 November 5472 5213 
 

 

    

    

 

 

 

Welcome your NEW Office Coordinators: 

Annie Batten and Ellie Rawles 
Contact: u3acm.office@gmail.com 

And... if you would like to spend just a few hours a 

month in 2018, helping out in this busy hub, nick-

named the Octopus! please let them know ASAP.  

NEW PHOTOCOPIER/PRINTER 

Our new “you beaut” photocopier/printer             

machine has just been delivered to the        

‘Octopus’. It will save our Volunteers much              

valuable time with its folding and stapling              

function!! 

Training is available by contacting 

the above via email to make a time.  

A ‘Help Sheet‘ will be available on request. 
This ‘Help Sheet‘ will also be posted on the 
wall next to the machine, which is now              
located in the main body of the Office. 
 

    

U3A Castlemaine Of9ce DetailsU3A Castlemaine Of9ce DetailsU3A Castlemaine Of9ce DetailsU3A Castlemaine Of9ce Details    

The Office is located opposite the Castle            

Motel in Duke Street, Castlemaine:  

Hours: Monday to Thursday 9.30 -11.30 am 

◊ Phone: 5472 2249 

◊ P.O. Box 792, Castlemaine 3450 

◊ u3acastlemaine@gmail.com 

◊ www.u3acastlemaine.com 

MyU3A: go to U3A Castlemaine website and 

click on MY U3A LOGIN at the top of the page 
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Volunteers needed to make                        Volunteers needed to make                        Volunteers needed to make                        Volunteers needed to make                        

January a lively month! January a lively month! January a lively month! January a lively month!     

Many U3A members miss their regular courses 
in January – but instead, we have a special 
holiday program of activities, outings and            

informal get-togethers.  

Would you like to organise something?  

We’ve already had offers of a variety of word 
games, walks in the Gardens, and ‘pétanque 

and plonk’ in the early evening.  

Some of the regular activities (Bridge, Tai Chi 
and Table Tennis, for example) run during      

January.  

But this is a great time to try out something 
new – and it can be more enjoyable when 

shared with other members.  

Any ideas?  

Please contact me before Friday 10th           
November so the program can go in the                 

December newsletter.  

Bridget Leach M: 0434 971 451  

Email: bridgetleach@live.co.uk  

Women’s GatheringWomen’s GatheringWomen’s GatheringWomen’s Gathering    
Where: Yapeen Primary School (The Meeting 
Place) 

Come together to build a connective                
Community of women in Castlemaine and             
surrounds. All people who identify as a woman 
from the Aboriginal community and other  woman 
and girls 10 years and older. With the special  
presence of our Significant Elder, Aunty Julie 
McHale. 

When: 17th / 18th of November  
Inquiries:  Kath 0432 656 007  

 
 
’Secret’ RecipeSecret’ RecipeSecret’ RecipeSecret’ Recipe    
1 cup butter 
4 large eggs 
1 tsp salt 
1 cup brown sugar 
1 or 2 litres whisky 
1 cup sugar 
1 cup dried fruit 
1 tsp baking pdr 
Lemon juice 
Nuts 
 

Before you start, sample the whisky to check for 
quality. Good isn’t it? Now go ahead. Select a 
large mixing bowl, measuring cup etc. Check the 
whisky again as it must be just right. To be sure it is 
of the highest quality, pour one level cup into a 
glass and drink it fast as you can. Repeat. 

With an electric mixer, beat the butter in a large 
fluffy bowl. Add one teaspoon of thugar and beat 
again. 

Meanwhile, make sure the whisky is holding its 
quality. Cry another tup. Open second litre if            
necessary. 

Add 2 large leggs, 2 cups of dried fruit and beat til 
high. If druit gets stuck in beaters, just pry it loose 
with a drewscriver. Sample the whisky again, 
checking for tonscidticity. 

Next sift 3 cups of salt on anything. It really doesn’t 
matter. Sample the whisky. Sift half a pint of lemon 
juice. Fold in chopped butter and strained nuts. 
Add 1 tablespoon of brown sugar or whatever           
colour you can find and wis gel. Grease oven and 
turn cake pan on to 350 gredees. Now pour the 
whole mess  into the coven and ake. Check           
whisky again and bo to ged. 

Best of luck. Hope you sober up in time for                
Christmas 

 

 



 

President  John Pizzey  0419 118 360 u3acm.pres@gmail.com 

Secretary Monique Thomson  5474 2290  u3acm.secretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer Joanne Thompson  0457 388 344  u3acm.treas@gmail.com 

Immediate Past President  Win Jodell  0423 423 247 winjodell@gmail.com 

Courses Coordinator  Russell Annear  0407 346 334  u3acm.courses@gmail.com 

Venues Coordinator  Elizabeth Brown  0433 548 777  u3acmvenues17@gmail.com 

 Newsle�er Editor Hilary Becke0  0418 287 065 u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 

General Commi�ee  John Waldie  0400 858 581 papajohn3002@gmail.com 

Events Contact  Joe Scoglio  5472 2396  u3a.events@gmail.com 

Office Coordinators: Annie Ba0en 

Ellie Rawles  

0404 348 814  

0491 122 452  

u3acm.office@gmail.com 

Assistant Treasurer  Anet McDonald  5470 6497  anetandme@gmail.com 

Membership Officer  Tami McVicah  0400 606 856  tamimcv@mmnet.com.au 

Membership Assistant  Pam France  0467 640 796 pamelafrance@hotmail.com 

Network Vic Rep.  John Waldie  0400 858 581  papajohn3002@gmail.com 

MyU3A Coordinator  John Waldie  0400 858 581 papajohn3002@gmail.com 

myu3ahelp@gmail.com  

Property  Jim Blain  5472 4230  jim.blain@bigpond.com 

IT Support  David Sime  5472 3756 daveju@gmail.com 

Website Manager  Bruce Carruthers  5472 3900  bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au 

Cake Roster/Raffle  Beryl Leavesley  5472 3182  berylleavesley@hotmail.com 

Trading Table  Ruth Wilson 

Harvey Jacka  

5472 3604  

5470 5079  

rmjjwilson36@gmail.com 

marionandharvey@gmail.com 

Kitchen 

Kitchen Backup  

Marie Twyford 
 

Veronica Hurley  

5472 5450 

5472 1383 

mltwyford@gmail.com 

Celebra/ons/Tributes  Barbara Bunton  5472 3186  wil2bar@impulse.net.au 

MYU3A Support/Help    myu3ahelp@gmail.com  

Visit YOUR website to read Third Thoughts in colour !!  

The deadline for the DECEMBER DECEMBER DECEMBER DECEMBER  issue is MONDAY 20TH NOVEMBER                       MONDAY 20TH NOVEMBER                       MONDAY 20TH NOVEMBER                       MONDAY 20TH NOVEMBER                       

Send items to u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com              Thankyou in anticipation! 


