
POWER and AUTHORITY
A Call From the CEO

 
At the age of 83, a man faced a major decision. He had served for many years as the assistant to the
President of a major company. The President had led the company in miraculous fashion, dealt very
effectively with constant labor problems, and shepherded the enterprise through a time of stagnant
growth. The assistant to the President now faced the most important decision of his life. The President
had passed away, and he was called upon to lead the company. He could turn down the position and
retire, or accept what would be the greatest challenge of his lifetime. In his heart he wondered  "am I up
to the task, am I ready for this?"  
 
  Luke 10:19(KJV) Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 
 

• Power Gk.exousia-AUTHORITY
• The  NIV translates it better

 
Luke 10:19(NIV) I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the
power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 
 

• Authority - the power or right to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience
 
We have learned over the past several weeks about giving orders, making decisions, and enforcing
obedience using the authority that God gives us through his word and in the name of Jesus. All of this
knowledge is truly wonderful, but like the assistant to the CEO we ask ourselves " are we ready for
this?"
 
I can now identify the assistant who was about to be promoted to  President as Joshua, the servant of
Moses. Following Moses as leader of Israel was certainly a great challenge, and Joshua needed
encouragement to take the job. Let's continue the story in Joshua chapter 1. 
 

• Joshua received a call from the Chief Executive Officer of the Nation of Israel
 
Joshua 1:1-5 Now after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord it came to pass, that the Lord spake
unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ minister, saying, Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go
over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of
Israel. Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto
Moses. From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land
of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast. There shall
not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with
thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
 

• God told Joshua He would be with him just like he was with Noses
• He said He would not fail Joshua
• God said He would help Joshua succeed, and in return for His help, He had certain expectations

 
Joshua 1:6-7 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance
the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them. Only be thou strong and very courageous, that
thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not
from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 
 

• God expectations for Joshua?
1. Be strong and courageous



1. Be strong and courageous
2. Focus on the task ahead - do not turn left or right or become distracted
3. The result - prosperity
4. How was Joshua to meet the expectations of God, the CEO of Israel?

 
Joshua 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day
and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt
make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. 
 

• God said Joshua would succeed in the job if he spoke the word day and night, which would result in
Joshua doing what the Word says, which would then result in his personal success

• After God gave Joshua the plan of success, he reiterated his encouragement
 
Joshua 1:9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou
dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest. 
 

• God told Joshua that He would be with him everywhere he went. In the same way that he was with
Moses, he would be with Joshua. As God supplied Moses with miracle power, so he supplied
Joshua, who led Israel in the miraculous conquest of the Promised land. 

• Let's look back at Joshua 1:5
 
Joshua 1:5 There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with
Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
 

• As God was with Moses so he was with Joshua..
• The name Joshua means Jehovah Saved
• A Hebrew derivative of the name Joshua is Yeshua, or Jesus
• As God was with Joshua in miracle power, so he was with Jesus

 
Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power (Gk exousia-AUTHORITY) is
given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
 

• As God was with Jesus, so he is with us
• As God was with Moses so he was with Joshua.. As God was with Joshua in miracle power, so he

was with Jesus. As God was with Jesus in miracle power and AUTHORITY, so He is with us!
 
Luke 10:19(NIV) I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the
power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 
 
Joshua accepted the position, received encouragement from God, met all expectations, and achieved
miraculous success. 
 

• Will we do the same?
• We have received a call from the CEO!

Joshua 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day
and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt
make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.
 


