
Sermon 25: Luke 6:17-26: Jesus Teaching on Blessing: Part One

OUTLINE

Poor and rich

INTRODUCTION

Jesus was the greatest teacher who has ever lived, He would have spoken the truth 
perfectly with no error.  Would He have had the greatest gifts in preaching?  All we can 
know is that He would have been perfectly fitted to preach outdoors to very large groups.  
Jesus taught authoritatively on God as our Father, on Himself as divine and the Spirit as 
personal.  He taught on angels, and demons, heaven and hell.  He taught on the historicity 
of creation and the inerrancy of the Scriptures.  He taught about the purpose of His coming 
to earth to save sinners and prophesied His own death and resurrection.  He came with a 
message about the Kingdom of God being present because He the King was among them.  
And he taught on the nature of true religion and exposed the false religion of His day.  The 
sermon we are beginning to examine is one instance of Jesus teaching about the Kingdom 
and true religion.    

This is the second recorded sermon by Luke, the first was when He announced His mission 
in the synagogue Luke 4:18; it is similar to the Sermon on the Mount but it is probably 
similar content preached at a different time.  Jesus like many preachers in history would 
have had a few set sermons up His sleeve and this material could be reworked depending 
on who the audience was.  He did not preach from notes but extemporarily.  Jesus has just 
appointed the 12 apostles and has come down from the mountain to a level place v17.  
Some think that this is a plateau upon the same mountain making this the same sermon as 
sermon on the mount, but this is not necessary.  We see that at this early point of His 
ministry there were many who were coming to Him, v17 lists three groups of people, ‘And 
he came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and 
a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre and 
Sidon.’  There is the ‘them’ of the 12 apostles, the disciples and a great multitude from 
Israel and further afar.  They came to hear him and to be healed, v18-19, ‘who came to 
hear him and to be healed of their diseases. And those who were troubled with unclean 
spirits were cured. 19 And all the crowd sought to touch him, for power came out from him 
and healed them all.’  Luke gives us an in depth account of some of Jesus teachings.  

This Sermon on the plain is similar to the Sermon on the mount as it too divides all of 
humanity up into two groups those who are blessed by God and those who under God’s 
displeasure, v20-26, this will be our focus today.  Then in v27-36 Jesus teaches on love, in 
v37-38 on judging, and then the sermon closes with 3 parables, v39-49.

Today we are looking at the Beatitudes and the woes.  The beatitudes are some of Christ’s 
most memorable statements.  The word ‘blessed’ means O how Happy!  It refers to the joy 
and blessing that result from being in God’s favor.  Its opposite is ‘woe’ which refers to 
being in God’s disfavor.  Because one of Jesus main aims is to subvert the false religion of 
His day and set forth God’s idea of true religion, the beatitudes and the woes picture for us 
the one who is truly favored of God and the one who is not.  The beatitudes use paradox 
and innuendo to subvert prevailing ideas.  Happy are the poor, hungry, weeping and hated 
is a shock tactic to get you to think about what Jesus is saying.  How can someone be 
blessed by God and happy if they are poor, or hungry, or sad, or rejected by the people of 
Israel.  Likewise the woes speak of the disfavor of riches, and fullness and laugh and being 



well regarded.  But isn’t it a sign of God’s blessing to be prosperous so that one is rich and 
well fed, and full of happiness and well loved?  In ancient Israel many thought that rich 
people were rich because God was blessing them for their godliness.  

Jesus intends the words poor, hungry, weep, rich, full, and laughter with innuendo.  Poor 
may have relation to those who are actually poor, for it was often the case that those who 
were in an impoverished position were more reliant upon God, but it is more primarily 
talking about one’s spiritual attitude, Matthew makes this clear when he records, ‘Blessed 
are the poor in spirit.’  

Each of the lists would be characteristics of one group of people, those who are godly are 
poor, hungry, weeping and hated, those who are worldly are those who are rich, full, 
laughing and loved.  

We will take each of the beatitudes and their opposites together.  So we will have four 
points today we will be looking at the poor and rich, next week we will look at hungry and 
full, sad and happy and the hated and heralded.  

Poor and rich

V20, ‘ And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for
yours is the kingdom of God.’
V24, ‘But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.’  

The first issue to overcome in order to understand Jesus teaching is what Jesus means by 
the poor.  There are two errors here that need to be avoided that many have fallen into.  
Firstly, because of a gnostic view of the world that despises the flesh as if it were evil and 
any pleasures enjoyed by the flesh making all pleasure sin, there has been a very large 
monastic and ascetic movement in Christianity that has imbibed Greek but not Biblical 
notions of the body.  I think every Christian has flirted with this notion.  You see when we 
are saved we all feel the reality of sin, and how at the slightest suggestion sin is at hand.  
Things that are good are constant stumbling blocks to us and so we are ready to throw 
away things that are not forbidden, anything that causes temptation is labelled bad.  This is 
an error.  Paul himself shows how the law which is spiritual and perfect can be the stimulus 
to sin, this does not make the law sinful, it just shows how wicked our hearts are, that even 
the purest things can become stimuli to sin.  There are many stories of Christians who have 
sold all of their possessions thinking that this is what Jesus meant here. 
 
Secondly, there is the error of more modern ideas that relate to communism, socialism, 
Liberation theology and critical race theory.  This way of thinking views the text purely in a 
material fashion and thinks that God has a bias towards the poor as if He were not perfectly 
just toward both rich and poor alike.  This has led to reactionary trends in theology today for
example, you will hear the view that the Western, White, Male, Theologian who represents 
the rich, colonial, privileged doctrine of past oppressive regimes and how they must be 
driven to the margins and those who are ostracized those third world, women of color, who 
are social activists should be given the microphone.  The question is not, who is being most 
faithful to scripture, but who are the poor and ostracized because God is always on the side 
of the oppressed.     

We must ask the question: because Luke and Matthew render the beatitude differently, one 
speaking of poor in spirit and one merely speaking of the poor; is there an element of 
material poverty in Jesus words?  Our answer is yes, but this is not because we agree with 



the gnostic or the Liberation view of the text.  Rather we recognize that the poor of the 
Bible are often seen as the pious poor.  Because of their lack they have a strong 
dependence upon God and more readily turn to God. Paul makes a similar generalization in 
1 Cor. 1:26-28, ‘For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose 
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to 
shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are 
not, to bring to nothing things that are.’  The poor are not automatically virtuous for being 
poor, crime is committed by the poor as well as the rich, Jesus is not justifying modern 
psychological notions of victimhood that prop up modern projects of power reversal.  The 
physical poverty that Jesus makes mention of is not the heart of what He intends.  How 
different this is to modern views who want to read into the text and back into Jesus times 
our modern political concerns.  That is eisogetical and anachronistic.  Flat literal readings 
that prioritize political and social elements fall into the same trap as the first century Jews 
who saw Jesus as a political savior and not as a savior from sin.  

Poor and rich are Jesus descriptions of the spiritual attitudes of the people of Israel.  Jesus 
first sermon announced that He had come to preach good news to the poor, 4:18.  We 
noted then that the poverty in mind was our state in sin, and being poor in spirit is 
recognizing our desperate need in sin and turning to Christ as Savior.  To be poor in spirit is 
to admit that we are spiritually bankrupt.  That as far as spiritual resources go, we are poor 
and need God’s help.  In particular we confess that we are sinners, and do not have the 
ability to remove our sins or the resources to cleanse them.  If you believe that you are a 
sinner, that has no ability within yourself to pay for or cleanse your sins you are poor in 
spirit.  As you look at God’s requirements that say you must be perfect in order to be in the 
presence of a perfect God, and you admit you are not and need help in order to be in God’s 
presence you are poor in spirit.  As you look at your life next to God’s law and see that you 
fail miserably, and have no way of paying the debt that you incur, and you come to God 
asking for his help, that is poor in spirit.  

This might seem a simple thing, and you might think sitting there that many people are poor
in spirit, but that is not true.  Most people are too proud, and self-sufficient to think that 
they need help.  I have found that those who are the closest to being poor in spirit are 
those who have wrecked their lives.  Those people who have been addicts to drugs or 
alcohol, those who have been in prison, those who have failed in marriage, and many other 
relationships.  It is often that these people are more willing to admit defeat, and cry out for 
God’s help, but not all.  Yet even these can have a false sense of their own strength.  And I 
have found that there are others who do not see their need for God, those who are doing 
well, with no major catastrophes in their lives, they see no need for God and think they are 
alright.  And there are those who have a little religion, those who go to Church sometimes.  
They are not born again, they are not even practicing their religion, but their going to 
Church every now and then makes them feel good about themselves and that they have 
done their bit, and that their little bit of religion will get them into heaven.  Good times and 
a little bit of religion can make you think that everything is alright, but God often uses 
troubles to wake us up to the reality that we are in fact broken, that we are sinners, that we
cannot fix ourselves, and should be coming before him with our empty bowls asking for the 
forgiveness that only he can give.

Now Jesus faced a big problem, most of the people around him were very religious, they 
were the rich spiritually.  They did not think they needed a physician or saviour.  Most of 
them were all practising Jews, they would not eat certain foods, they would go to 
synagogue, they would get their children circumcised on the eighth day, they fasted and 



prayed.  Many of the people thought that they were OK, they had their religion and didn’t 
need anything more, but listen to a parable Jesus told to show these people that they 
weren’t so good and also needed forgiveness. Luke 18:9-14, “He also told this parable to 
some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with 
contempt: "Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector.  The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: 'God, I thank you that I am not 
like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a 
week; I give tithes of all that I get.'  But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even 
lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!'  I 
tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted."  To be 
poor in spirit is not to think that you have everything right but to see that you get it wrong 
and cry out to God, have mercy on me a sinner.  Without this no one will see the kingdom 
of heaven.  

So where do you stand today?  Are you like the Pharisee who thinks that he does everything
fine and has no troubles with God.  Are you dishonest like him?  Or are you like the tax 
collector, you know your heart that it is sinful, that you have done many things wrong, and 
that you will die unless God cleanses?  To be poor in spirit is simply to be honest about your
sinfulness and need for God’s forgiveness.  Those who trust in their practising of a little 
religion, those who trust in baptism, their Church, their goodness, their priest, and are not 
trusting in Christ, they are not poor in spirit and will not enter heaven one day.  Those who 
think that being good citizens during the Corona virus and go shopping for the elderly will 
help them score points with God.  Those who think that God owes them salvation are rich 
and not poor in spirit, those who realize that God owes them nothing but punishment and 
ask for forgiveness, they are poor in spirit.  And let me tell you, you may have done terrible 
things, the worst things, but if you are willing to humble yourself before God in this manner,
he gives grace to the humble.  Isaiah 57:15 (ESV), “For thus says the One who is high and 
lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: "I dwell in the high and holy place, and
also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite.”

We have analysed the states of poor and rich, now let us consider the rewards promised.  
Firstly, we see that the poor gain possession of the kingdom of God, ‘for yours is the 
kingdom of God.’  Please notice that this is something in the present.  Compare this with 
those who are hungry and weep, their possession of satisfaction and laughter is future, not 
present.  The kingdom of God is technically the full and glorious reign of God in the New 
Creation, it is not merely heaven when you die but the full manifestation of God’s reign.  
Jesus puts on display a proleptic glimpse of that future kingdom.  It has often been felt that 
the beatitude of being poor in spirit is the gatekeeper to the other beatitudes because it is 
by being poor in spirit that one gains access to the kingdom of God.  There is a present 
experience of God’s kingdom in salvation where we can partake of eternal future, the life 
that belongs to the new Creation even now.  When we believe in Jesus we can gain a 
righteousness that belongs to that age, an adoption that secures our inheritance in that age,
the Spirit who is the seal of the kingdom that will be ours, and a partial realization of its 
realities in our sanctification and in the peace and joy we can know this side of eternity.  
Paul puts it this way in Romans 14:17, ‘For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and
drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.’  
This present enjoyment of the kingdom is not only true for the poor but for the rich as well. 
Jesus says, ‘But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.’  Just as 
with the poor there is both a spiritual aspect but also a physical one.  The idea of rich is not 
a water tight category made to imply that all rich people are going to hell.  We see that 



there are various rich men in the Bible who were godly, e.g. Joseph of Arimathea and 
Nicodemus.  But where poor speaks of the dependent pious poor, the rich is a generalization
meant to speak of those who are worldly in their orientation and not spiritual.  They are 
self-sufficient spiritually but also full of the things of this world and barren of the things of 
God.   Luke has a lot to say about the rich in his gospel.  In 1:53 in Mary’s song he talks 
about the coming of the Messiah resulting in the rich being left empty; in 12:13-21 there is 
the parable of the rich fool where it says, v20-21, ‘But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night 
your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is 
the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”  In Luke 14:12-24 in 
the parable of the great banquet the rich reject the invitation to the banquet and it is the 
poor who are invited.  In 16:19-31 is the parable of rich man and Lazarus.  There we read 
the frightening lines, v24-25, ‘ And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in
this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your 
good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you 
are in anguish.’  This gets right at the heart of what Jesus is implying.  The only good they 
receive will the good of their riches in this life.

But this is not much a consolation is it.  Luke 9:25, ‘For what does it profit a man if he gains
the whole world and loses or forfeits himself?’  The cost of this exchange is never worth it.  
To have everything you ever wanted in this life and not have eternal life is never worth it.  
Take the wish list of your favorite sins, hold nothing back, take ten years to research all the 
best sins that you could add to it, take ten lifetimes to live those sins out, and compared to 
an eternity in hell, compared to the loss of life with God, it is not even worth being 
compared.  But it is worse than that still.  Your enjoyment of sin is tainted.  There is no 
perfect pleasure in this life.  Pleasures wear out, the body wears out, we get bored, our sins 
let us down, they never deliver on their promises.  Some might think the price worth it, it is 
never worth it.  It is only the folly of our sinful and stubborn hearts that insanely insist that 
they are worth it.  No idol in this life can match God’s worth, no thing in this life is worth an 
eternity in punishment or being separated from God.  

So which will you choose?  Will you choose to humble yourself, and trust in Christ and gain 
eternal life, being sealed for an eternal inheritance that cannot be measured?  Or will you 
trust in your own righteousness or choose your sins, to take some temporary and half-baked
pleasure in exchange for your soul?  Christ came to preach good news to those who know 
they are poor and who come to Him, but He has bad news for the rich.                 
             
                     


