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 Review issues concerning plagiarism

 Evaluate and discuss strategies for 

preventing plagiarism

 Examine Turnitin.com with Jean Payne
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http://www.turnitin.com/


 Is plagiarism a problem in your courses?

 How serious?

 Why do your students plagiarize? 
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 Don't over dwell on “cheating “
 Describe what you consider to 

be plagiarism 
› show examples from offenders

 Explain intellectual property & 
academic values

 Introduce and model the ideas 
of an academic conversation, 
and a research community

 Emphasize building ideas via 
referencing, rather than the 
mechanical details of citing –
(Higher order learning)
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 Help students understand
what is meant by 
plagiarism by asking 
them to determine 
whether specific 
examples are plagiarized 
or not.
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Understanding plagiarism - recognition examples 

(courtesy of Indiana University)

http://www.indiana.edu/~tedfrick/plagiarism/

http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html
http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html
http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html
http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html
http://www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html


 Plagiarism is reduced when an assignment 

is recognized as authentic and connected

to course goals/objectives. 

› Draw the connection explicitly within your 

assignment details.

 Create assignments that ask students to 

apply knowledge rather than gather and 

report on what is known.  (Knowledge is a 

tool; do something with it.)
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 Clearly define the assignment 
› Link to specific course objectives (show the 

value to be gained by effort)

› Offer an explicit grading rubric (with criteria)

› Provide a structured approach to 
completing 

 Multiple drafts – teacher reviews with 
comments (use Bb blogs or journals)

 Graded segments / milestones
 (students perceive they can turn in flawed work and 

still succeed eventually, lessening temptation to 
plagiarize)
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 Make the assignment clear. Be specific
about your expectations.

› Specify :
 length, due date (or milestones), grading rubric

 types of sources you expect, 

 how they should be documented, 
 how they should be used to address the topic, 

 how they should be integrated with student‟s own 
analysis, 

 types of conclusions to be reached or 
recommendations to be made, and 

 how they are to be supported. 

 provide examples/models of excellence 
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 Require not just detached analysis but 
also personal reasoned responses. 

› State a general issue to be researched and 
then examined in the context of a specific 
situation or organization the student is 
personally familiar with.

› Example: „If you were working in a company 
that illegally pollutes the environment what 
would you do and why?‟ 
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 Design assignments that require analysis, 

evaluation, and synthesis (higher order thinking).

› Assign a topic that integrates 2 ideas. 

 Example:
Analyze how Jackson‟s theory Y (idea 1) contrasts

with the actual response of Brazil to World Bank 

requirements (idea 2). 
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 Include information-gathering skills as a 
learning outcome. 

› Have students provide an annotated 
bibliography: Include comments on the 
reliability of the source, how the information 
could be used in the assignment or project, 
how it is relevant to the topic. 

 The normal process of research makes completing this 
task easy, but it creates headaches for students who 
have copied a paper from somewhere (few papers 
include annotated bibliographies). 
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 Include a meta-learning component to 

a paper, project, or assignment. 

› Require, as a section of the research 

assignment, a short essay summarizing the 

research process (discovery path) and 
explaining what the student learned from 

the assignment effort. 
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 Assign creative, specific, & original topics.

› Base an assignment on a combination of factual and 
hypothetical elements.

› Instead of a known case study, use an investigative report 
from a magazine or newspaper.  Each student (or team) 
must construct their own case study.

› Assign a research question that students must pose in 
interviews with experts or professionals as the first step in the 
research process

› Assign a topic that requires students to observe specific 
activities (in a professional or other specified setting) and 
report their observations. 
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 Emphasize application or comparison

rather than collection of information. 

› Require students to apply theoretical concepts

to a real-life situation, or 

› analyze an actual situation or occurrence in 

terms of one or more theoretical explanations.

› Ask students to compare their own solution with 

an alternative and explain which one is more 

effective using stated criteria. 
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 Customize the components required for 

a paper. 

› Require the paper to include specific 

elements or sources (e.g. “use this graph”, 
“use these tables / illustrations”, “personally 

conduct interviews”, “expand on your 

personal journal excerpts”
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 Require process steps be turned in along 

the way (milestones). 

› If you structure a research assignment so that 

intermediate parts of it are due at regular 

intervals (milestones), students will be less 
likely to get in a time-pressure panic and 

look for an expedient shortcut .
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 Give assignments that are built in part on 
readings, videos, or other material 
discussed in class.

› Example: Follow up class discussions with research 
projects designed to answer questions or find material 
applicable to issues that emerged.

› Example: Apply readings to a dramatic film (or scene) 
viewed in class, request cross analysis.

› Example: Have students report on real-life situations 
encountered in the week following a class discussion. 
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 8 more tips

 Turnitin.com
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 Require all references to be current

› Assignments purchased/downloaded from 
paper mills often have old resources.

› Require that a high percentage of sources 
be from recently published sources. 

 Example: at least 50% of research sources must 
be from within the last year, or 100% from the 
last 2 years. 
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 Collectivize work process (team work) 
but individualize students‟ reflection and 
assessment. 

› Have each member individually evaluate 
the group‟s product. 

 Exposes individual communicative 
competence which may be masked in the 
group‟s product. 
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 Integrate tasks so each builds on the 
preceding task. 

› Example:
› 1. Have students take notes on a class 

discussion, 

› 2. then use notes to formulate research 
questions, 

› 3. use research questions to design keywords for 
locating library and online sources, 

› 4. then form teams to compare and analyze 
sources, etc.
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 Assign unique readings and require they be 
incorporated into the writing assignment.

 Assign an in-class diagnostic essay in the 
first week of class, which is kept on file.

› Establishes a baseline of student‟s knowledge of 
the field or subject and of student‟s writing 
ability. 

› Compared with later or final written assignments, 
it can be a tool for detecting plagiarism. 
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 Have students write from the point of view

of one or more specific actors or 

stakeholders in a company or in a situation.

 Give all students the same assignment but 

with a different data set for each student. 

› Encourages collaboration and knowledge-

sharing, but keeps the application of skills and 

knowledge individualized.  
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 Require oral reports of student 

papers. 

› Helps students recognize the need to 

be very familiar with both the process 

and the content of the paper. 

› Students & teacher ask questions, a 

strong deterrent against simply 

copying a paper. 
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