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Researching the history of an area is a very interesting exercise, but publishing 
that history is quite frightening because one is fully aware that not everything 
can go in print and frequently what is left out is sometimes far more interesting. 
However in this publication, I trust you will find some chapter of history enjoy-
able and perhaps maybe encourage you to research further the wealth of heritage 
which abounds in this area. 

I respectfully acknowledge the Training & Employment Agency for their continu-
ing financial contribution to the Belcoo & District Development Group and the 
Belcoo & District Historical Society. Sincere gratitude is due to Gabriel Burns, Gor-
tatole O.E.C., whose patience and editorial expertise is unrivalled and to Kathleen 
Maguire, Assistant Project Manager of the Belcoo & District Development Group, 
who during the course of this research suffered me in silence.

Margaret Gallagher

Margaret's Introduction
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Access

It is inevitable that the publication of a book, 
such as this, will generate a great interest 
in local historical sites. However it must be 
remembered that many of the sites referred 
to in this book are on private property. The 
publication of maps or information in this 
book should not be regarded as an invita-
tion to visit these sites. In fact we would 
request readers to avoid visiting sites on 
private property and to limit their visits to 
signposted or otherwise public sites. Keen 
students of local history could consider 
seeking up-to-date access information on 
other sites before visiting them. 

THE COUNTRY CODE

• Enjoy the countryside and respect its life and 
work.

• Use gates and stiles to cross fences, hedges & 
walls.

• Take special care on country roads.
• Keep to public paths across farmland.
• Guard against all risks of fire.
• Leave livestock, crops and machinery alone.
• Take your litter home.
• Protect wildlife, plants and trees.
• Help to keep all water clean.
• No dogs allowed.

2019 PDF Version

Technical note on how this PDF was produced from a 1995 
publication.

This book was put together over 25 years ago and published 
by Belcoo & District Development Group in 1995. Belcoo & 
District Historical Society had compiled an amazing amount 
of material in the previous years by over 30 locals orches-
trated by Margaret Gallagher plus the dozens of people who 
worked on compiling this material. One memory is the box 
I got from Margaret with all the  typed pages by all those 
people who worked on recording and sorting all the informa-
tion. Fortunately, even 25 years ago, this was all compiled 
digitally - initially on computers by Margaret's team. I then 
produced the book in Apple Mac Adobe Pagemaker and it 
continues to be usable in Adobe CC Indesign 2019.  This has 
meant I was able to produce a PDF of the book. The contents 
and index were originally generated automatically by Adobe 
Pagemaker and were hyperlinked so they could be still be 
used in the PDF.

Although it has been possible to produce a PDF from the 
original Adobe Pagemaker file most of the graphics and links 
were no longer in a recognisable format as they were in ob-
solete formats, .pict, old MsWord or MsDos text files, but by 
using older software running on an old MacBook and iMac 
I have been able to convert all of these to either .jpg or PDF 
files and have reinserted them into the Adobe CC Indesign. 
(For several years I have been trying to do this conversation 
to PDF but because it was such a mammoth task, and a major 
technical problem, I was only able to do a few chapters. At 
last I have been able to reproduce the full book in its original, 
glorious, format.

Gaby Burns 2019
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Editors Notes
This is an outline of the structure of the book and an 
explanation of how it has been put together. 
Firstly this is a compilation of work over a period of five 
years, by a wide range of people under the direction of 
Margaret Gallagher. Some of these people were research 
workers with Belcoo Development Group. Others were 
local people researching aspects of their own locality for 
Belcoo Historical Society. It was my task to prepare it for 
publication. The structure of the book was originally set 
out in chronological order starting from the earliest times. 
The final format starts in more recent times and works 
its way back in time.
The first thing that might strike a reader is the number of 
local people who get mentioned in the book. (A glimpse 
at the index will show that) The book is about people 
and their experiences. Many, too many, of these people 
have passed on. 
 A book of this sort must be, by definition, incomplete. 
There is so much of our history lost, so many memories 
die with the people. How many times do we hear com-
ments like, "his father would have known". 
If Only we had been listening,  If Only we had asked.

Another reason why this book must be incomplete is the 
fact that there is so much yet to be researched. I found 
myself spending  vast amounts of time completing very 
small sections of the book. Eventually, it became clear,that 
the vast range of topics started upon here, could not 
be completed in the near future - it became obvious I 
would have to go to publication with large gaps in the 
history of the area. There is still a vast amount of local 
knowledge out there. We hope that this book will show 
these gaps in our knowledge and provide the impetus 
to others to seek out and record our collective memories. 
Local history can help us to understand so much about 
ourselves and our society, there is so much to learn from 
our past. So over to you!

THE BOOK  is divided into several main sections. 
Firstly we try to put the origins of the Belcoo area into 
some sort of historical perspective. We try to trace the 
development of Belcoo, the effects of the famine and the 
coming of the railway. We then move back to the earliest 
times and we try to trace early human activity, as evi-
denced by the many ancient historical sites in the area, 
in particular the four medieval churches. We examine 
the effects of the penal times and bring our study to the 
time of the establishment of our present churches and 
chapels. The establishment  of national schools, in this 
area, in the middle of the last century gives us a great 
insight to the determination of our predecessors.
The next part of the book is the most important part for 
here we have the actual memories of the local people - this 
is real history. The largest single contribution is from Ted 
Delacy. It makes great reading - and re-reading.  Even 
if you do not remember the characters he writes about, 
you really feel that you are getting to know them and 
you long to know more! Like so many of our contribu-
tors, Ted is no longer with us but his memory will stay 
with us for a long time to come.

We have loads of local contributions on local traditions, 
trades and places. 

We finish off with a nine townland studies However  
there are over 80 townlands in the study area. It is hoped 
that the remaining townland studies will be completed 
and published by the Belcoo Historical Society. 
Memories are not only about individuals but about 
families, traditions and society. We only touch upon a 
small part of the total in this book - it is up to you to 
gather the rest. If only we can take the time in our busy 
lives to listen to the memories, that are still all around us. 
Maybe we are missing more than just memories, maybe 
we can understand our society and our own place in it 
better by listening to our past.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Firstly I must thank Margaret Gallagher for entrusting 
me with so much of the local history material that had 
been gathered up by so many people. Her constant en-
couragement and support made this publication possible.
It would be impossible for me to identify and thank 
all those people who were involved in providing and 
compiling this material. There was a large number of 
local people who passed on their personal memories to 
our researchers. Many of these people have since died, 
so many. In keeping with the old storytelling fashion, 
memories are related as if many of the people in the 
stories were still alive. In a sense they live on in these 
memories. Likewise we have not "updated" stories with 
reports of those who have since died.
Fr Leyden; A few months before Rev Canon Leyden 
died, he gave Margaret Gallagher his handwritten notes 
on the area's history, written 40 years ago. These proved 
invaluable in providing a fairly overall view of this area. 
The information he provided is used in many different 
sections of this book. 
Thanks to Janie Crone who practically rewrote the chapter 
on ancient historical sites when I gave it to her to proof 
read. Thanks also to her helpful comments on several 
other parts of the book. Thanks to Brian Keaney who 
provided, "to order", many illustrations for the medieval 
churches sectionand helped to rewrite the section. I wish 
to acknowledge the artists who also provided illustra-
tions, Mary McManus, Michelle Gray and especially 
Susan Gilligan for the cover illustrations. 
A special thanks to Rose McKeown who proof read the 
whole manuscript.
I would also like to extend my personal thanks to all those 
kind people  that I met on my travels, as I went about 
checking parts of the book and to the staff of Enniskillen 
Library and Enniskillen Museum.
Finally, I would like to acknowledge the Public Records  
Office in Belfast and also the National Archives in Dublin. 
I would recommend any serious student of local history 
to visit either of these places to discover, at first hand, 
their vast archives of original documents.

Gaby Burns
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HOLYWELL

BLACKLION

BELCOO

HOLYWELL-BELCOO 1835

Introduction
We start the history of the Belcoo region at a time when Belcoo itself was only in its 
infancy - actually in quite recent times. As we shall see Belcoo didn’t start developing 
until the coming of the Railways in the 1870s. We will look back to the building of the 
first bridge at Belcoo and then further back to the heyday of Holywell, which was in 
fact the centre of commerce for this part of Ireland in the middle ages. We will look 
at the social and commercial life through that period and finish off with a trip back 
to the stone-age people. Throughout, we will be looking at the local evidence of these 
past times - in recent times, by reference to names and places recorded in history and 
memory and in the more distant past, by reference to ancient buildings and remains.

The coming of the railway in the 1870s is significant to Belcoo’s development. It is 
also a time that might be touched by human memories. The older people alive today 
will remember the 1930's and some may even remember the 1920's. When they were 
young then they would have met the old people then. Those old people in the 1920's 
would have been talking about their young days in the 1860's, just after the famine!
At that time Belcoo was only in its infancy, in fact Belcoo and Blacklion both developed 
relatively recently. A look at the 1835 Ordnance Survey (OS) maps shows most build-
ings at Holywell, yet the later map shows clearly the decline of Holywell and the rapid 
growth of Belcoo. As we shall see Holywell was the main village right up to the 1800s.                                              
The roads of the time reflect that. Originally the main Enniskillen/Derry road went 
through Holywell. It did not cross the  river at Belcoo but at a point known as the Eel 
Weir. Only with the building of the bridge at Belcoo and the coming of the coaches did 
Belcoo and Blacklion start to grow. But it was the coming of the railway that finally 
finished off Holywell. 
The Roads
The development of the roads in the area can give us a good idea of the general im-
provements. We can work out the development of the roads from three main sources, 
old maps, published accounts and oral history. Local tradition indicates the earliest 
roads to have been the Enniskillen/Florencecourt - Sligo road and the Enniskillen/
Belcoo - Sligo road. We look first at the Florencecourt - Sligo road
The Florencecourt road  to Sligo is referred to by Dean Henry writing in 1735 in his 
unpublished manuscripts. He talks about the road being only 20 years old in 1735 which 
puts it at 1715. He writes about the main roads in Fermanagh:

Within these twenty years a very great road has been carried on from  Enniskillen to 
Florence Court and thence thro the mountains of Leitrim to Sligo. This road falls very 
short of any turnpike, and by it a communication is opened to the sea and the markets of 
Connaght. Another branches of it to Belturbet. Another great one is now carrying on along 
the north sides of Lough MacNane to open communication to Ballyshannon. There is 
another great road along the south side of Lough Erne from Enniskillen to Ballyshannon. 
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Taylor & Skinner 
"Maps of the 

Roads Of Ireland
Surveyed 1777 

and 
corrected down to 1783

1Dean Henry, 1735 - the manuscript is in Armagh library, however a tran-
scription is available in Enniskillen Museum.

On the opposite side of the  lough are the great Dublin road 
from Enniskillen to Newtown. The roads to Clogher, Omagh 
and several others all which are well executed by the spirit of 
the gentlemen and ye cheerfulness wherewithe the common 
people fulfil the statute labours. They are so accustomed 
now to there publick works that they look on it as a part of 
their yearly labour; and in the months of June and July fall 
as regularly and cheerfully to the breaking of stones and 
gravelling the roads as in March to the plow and the harrow.1

He also refers to the bridge at the Cladagh glen which was 
built in 1737, (This is still in use today!). This road did not go 
through Blacklion at first but rather travelled along what is 
now the back road, past Brackens and past the Red Lion Inn 
- (see map).  It is probable that Blacklion  Inn (Largy/Learga 
as it was then known)  was in existence on this road before 
the Red Lion Inn, (see Taylor & Skinner map below). 
We know from local tradition (Peter Fitzpatrick) that in fact 
that the connection across the narrows between Upper and 
Lower Macnean was known as the “Derry Road” and cut 
across diagonally to the upper ford between Upper and Lower 
Macnean, crossing at what is known as the “Eel Weir” and 
continuing onto Holywell ,,thereby bypassing what was to 
later become the Belcoo/Blacklion bridge. This route would 
have been one of the oldest in the area going back to the time 
when travel was by foot or horseback, to a time when the 
only carriages would have been carts, with solid rather than 
spoked wheels or even just a packhorse. The first reference 
to any bridge at Belcoo is by Dean Henry writing in 1739 
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Holywell, 1835 - note the absence of Lower Garrison road

2Ordnance Survey Memoirs of Ireland, 1834-35, Vol 14. Institute of Irish Studies. 
This publication is available in Hall's Bookshop in Enniskillen.

Wall built around
graveyard at same
time as road

Road built through
graveyard 1880 with
new bridge.

Holywell in 1835
showing the effect of
1880 bridge and road.

Holywell, 1859 - Lower Garrison road now built but 
bridge absent.

Holywell, 1880 -  bridge built on  Lower Garrison road.

when he refers to a new bridge there. Local tradition 
is divided on whether the first bridge was wooden or 
not. John Maguire says his grandmother referred to 
hearing about the “old wooden” bridge. 
The OS Memoirs of 18352 which states:- 

The principal roads are the Enniskillen and Sligo, old 
and new, Enniskillen and Swanlinbar, old and new, 
Monea and Florence Court, Enniskillen and Garrison 
by the Holywell, and Enniskillen and Belturbet, all on 
the south west side of Lough Erne........ The whole 
length of main roads is 33 and a  half miles and 
crossroads 34, and their average width is from 30 to 
35 feet except the mail road which is 60 feet wide. 
They are generally in good order although some of 
the oldest of them are very hilly. They are all formed 
and kept in repair with broken stones on McAdam’s 

principle, at the expense of the county. The new Sligo 
road was opened in 1833 and totally superseded the 
old one which was hilly. The new Swanlinbar and 
Enniskillen road is at present (October 1834) just 
finishing and expected to be thrown open shortly. 

Bridges.
The formation of the new roads have been the 
means of throwing some neat bridges across the 
small rivers. They commonly consist of one arch and 
their architecture is neat and well executed. They 
are generally from 26 to 30 feet wide, whilst the old 
bridges over the same rivers generally consist of 
3 or 4 arches, seldom exceeding 14 or 15 feet in 
width. At the extreme west of Lower Lough McNean 
on the Enniskillen and Sligo road there is a bridge 
of 5 arches over the river, which connects Upper 
and Lower Loughs McNean; and on the Holywell 
and Garrison road there is a new bridge of one arch 
just finished to replace an old one, which was swept 
away by a torrent in the Black river in the year 1830.2

Holywell - Garrison Road                         
A presentment for the construction of a new Holywell 
to Garrison road was laid before the Fermanagh Grand 
Jury in 1835. It was suggested the new road should pass 
along the lake and the present road.  This was rejected.  
It was stated the old road was recently (1830) repaired 
and a new one - arched bridge built over the river Black-
water. The new road to Garrison was eventually built 
in 1846 but as the 1859 map shows, the bridge did not 
follow until later in the century. There is a date of 1849 
on the bridge over the Black River. Livingstone referred 
to this road as being a famine, scheme road but it was 

probably under construction before the famine, even 
though it may well have been completed in the famine 
years.   (see notes on road building for explanation of 
Grand Jurys and presentments)

The five arched bridge referred to at Belcoo would have 
been one of the older, narrow bridges with the main 
material used being wood - hence the need for narrow 
span between arches - the arches themselves may have 
been stone. This bridge was replaced within the decade 
by the present double arched bridge. ( see bridge on 
1835 map below) So we can surmise that there was a 
coach route through Belcoo from the 1730’s and that 
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the Blacklion Inn would have been built then. However 
Belcoo did not seem to have any importance then - the 
OS Memoirs as late as 1835 only mentions one village, 
Holywell:

Village of Holywell
The village of Holywell derives its name from the cel-
ebrated holy well which is situated at its west side and 
is the only thing remarkable about it, as it [is] merely 
a group of miserable cottages containing 3 licensed 
public houses and no shops of any description. It is 
situated 13 miles (British) west of Enniskillen and half 
a mile north west of the main road between Enniskillen 
and Sligo. It contains a dispensary and holds a fair on 
the 5th of each month.

Yet the earlier Holywell was a very important centre. In 
fact one thousand years ago the two principal towns of 
Fermanagh were Holywell and Ederney. Holywell was 
at one time an extensive village on the old Enniskillen-

Belleek coach road with a branch road leading from 
Holywell to Sligo. Because of this road junction, and the 
well which is located there, Holywell was at one time 
regarded as a sort of rest centre for man and beast. It 
was also a major pilgrimage centre.  Whilst the animals 
drank from the well, the passengers satisfied their thirst 

in the nearby taverns, whose owners produced their own 
brand of spirits. 

Holywell Fair          
The main fair (not the monthly fair) at Holywell was 
typical of the pattern in those days; it consisted of a 
‘Gathering Day’ when the people arrived for the fair 
and a ‘Scattering Day’ when the people departed for 
their homes. There was much business transacted at 
the fair. People brought with them an array of wares 
to sell and trade. Livestock of all kinds was bought 
and sold - cattle, horses, pigs, sheep, goats, and fowl.  
Farm produce, harnesses and other leather articles 
manufactured in the local tanneries were sold. The cake 
women and fruit sellers descended on the village on 
the eve of the fair and ass loads of poitin and whiskey 
arrived, as well.

This popular event was held during the summer months 
of July and August. Many other festivals around the 

County coincided with this event, each having its own 
name and venue. There  was the festival of Lughnasa 
(which was held around August 1st), Donagh Sunday, 
Garland Sunday and even Bilberry Sunday. These cel-
ebrations were joyous occasions, filled with music, song 
and dance.  Games and competitions, such as weight 
throwing and wrestling, were held as well.

Market Cross
Sales and agreements made during the fair were affirmed 
by swearing on the Market Cross, which is mounted on 
a large boulder beside the main (Belcoo-Garrison) road. 
Because swearing objects were common in the Country 
at that time, it was customary to finalise agreements 
between traders by laying hands upon the cross and 
swearing that the trade was true. The belief was that 
the local saint would exact a severe retribution on a liar. 
Match making agreements (associated with Bilberry 
Sunday) were also sealed at the Market Cross.

Originally placed adjacent to Templerushin Church, the 

Belcoo - 1859

Belcoo - 1880

Belcoo - 1835



Page 15

cross was removed, when the road was constructed in 
1847 and was used to mark a grave in a nearby garden.  
It was returned to its original position in 1943 (almost 
100 years later).  It can still be seen there today in the 
corner of the private garden of the house east of the 
church ruins.
Fr Leyden writes in his handwritten notes from 40 
years ago:-
No living person saw it in its present 
position until 1943. Thomas Lilly of 
Corryglass, aged 90, the oldest man 
in the area states that the cross was 
at one time removed from its socket 
and left lying behind the ditch, pos-
sibly about the time the new Garrison 
was road built, 1847, and the bridge 
was being made, 1882 or 7, to avoid 
damaging it. Some time afterwards 
a man named Larry Luke Leonard 
was killed crossing the railway line 
by the footpath at Enniskillen station. 
He was killed by a passing train. 
He was buried in the old Holywell 
cemetery and the cross was placed 
at his grave. The cross-over bridge 
subsequently erected at Enniskillen 
was known as Larry’s bridge. The 
late John Joseph O’Dolan of Rushin 
whose farm encompassed Holywell 
church and cemetery, drew attention 
to the matter. The cross was carefully 
taken up and replaced, with cement, 
in its old socket. At this cross, market 
bargains were ratified. and thereafter were binding. One 
who did not buy or sell at the fair placed a stick or perhaps 
his hand on the cross and said “I did not buy or sell” and so 
escape paying toll or “custom” as it was called. It is to be 
noted that the stations at the Holywell did not include the 
Market Cross. Its age would be a matter of interest.
Faction fights
 These were an acceptable and inevitable part of a fair. Some  
came to the fair to buy and sell, others came to fight. Even 
the time for fighting was standardised at 12pm.
Fights at Holywell fair were individual combats ordinarily. Old 
score may have ben settled and new ones incurred. One 
must think about fights as duels, with blackthorns tied with 

leather to the hands or wrists instead of swords or pistols. Any 
man so armed was fair game for a duel and as and from 12pm 
had to be prepared to take on any man similarly equipped. 
This story, still told in the Holywell district, is an illustration. 
At a certain fair one man asked a stranger the time, and was 
told 12 o’clock. It is time to start then said the first and raising 
his blackthorn he struck the other  and happened to knock 

out his eye. Whereupon the latter, 
plucking out  and discarding the 
useless eye, continued the fight. 
Usually fights were forgotten and 
forgiven.

The only medical doctor to 
reside between Enniskillen and 
Manorhamilton was the one, 
who attended the Holywell 
Dispensary. The Dispensary 
was entirely supported by 
contributions from the gentle 
folk of Co Fermanagh and 
Co Cavan and by a matching 
Grant from County Ferman-
agh. Being a subscriber entitled 
one to some authority, for 
instance, subscribers had it in 
their power to recommend any 
indignant person living in their 
neighbourhood to medical 
assistance and advice. Many 
people attended the Dispen-
sary, especially those living in 

the mountainous districts during the 1830’s.
The Ulster Herald 1902 Reported:

 “HOLYWELL DISPENSARY DISTRICT”
The local Government board wrote relative to the claims 
made by Drs. Frazer, Ambrose and Reid in respect 
of their services in discharging the duties of Dr. Tate 
medical Officer of the Holywell (NO. 1 and NO. 2) 
dispensary district.  During the latter's absence on sick 
leave during the months January, February, March and 
April lasts and requesting to be furnished with copies 
of and communications made to these medical gen-

tlemen in question showing the conditions of their 
appointments as substitutes of Dr. Tate.”

 
The village of Holywell at this time was a collection of 
single roomed mud-walled shacks. At one time there 
were as many as twenty-three sheebeens around Ho-
lywell! Some feel it was the presence of these which 
hastened the decline of the Holywell pilgrimage.

Meanwhile Livingstone has this to say of Belcoo:

When the railway was built in 1878, Belcoo was a row 
of six houses. The landlord, Jones, evicted any tenant 
who could not build a stone house and planted him 
elsewhere in the district. At that time Green was the 
commonest name in the village (an anglicisation of the 
Irish Mac Giolla Laisir). Most of Railway Street was 
built by the landlord himself, after the railway came. 
Moreover, the fair was transferred from Holywell to 
Belcoo. This hastened the decline of Holywell village, 
without helping Belcoo very much for the fair did not 
prosper on its new site and even lapsed for a time.

 

Holywell, Belcoo 
& Blacklion

We cannot trace the development of Belcoo without 
looking at the parallel development of Blacklion. We 
have seen how Belcoo took over gradually from Ho-
lywell. The transition was well completed by  1880 
when Belcoo was a thriving village. (See extract from 
Lowe at end of this chapter).  The monthly  fair had 
moved from Holywell with the coming of the Railway. 
However Blacklion had also grown in prosperity. 
Before the building of the bridge Blacklion, like Belcoo, 
had no commercial significance - not even a village. 
The commercial centre of that area was along the back 
road which had been improved, as we have seen,  in the 
1720s. The monthly fair was held at the Red Lion Inn 
while its opposite was being held at Holywell. Harold 
Johnston reports that this fair originated from a meet-
ing of the clans. He goes on to tell us that the fair was 
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banned by the authorities due to family feuds. The fair 
was then held at Bracken’s on the same road for a short 
time in the early 1800s, until the market house and Fair 
Green were established in 1820. The fairs held here up 
until the 1920s were some of the largest in the country 
and were listed in the local papers for prices at the time. 
The fair at Belcoo was, therefore, never as significant as 
that at Blacklion - furthermore Blacklion had a market 
house and was the main “hiring fair” for the area. It is 
interesting that two villages, so close, were both partners 
and rivals. However not only were they in two different 
counties but also in separate dioceses. In fact it could be 
said that, even before the border, that Blacklion looked 
south while Belcoo invariably looked north.

The name Blacklion originated from an Inn which has 
now reverted to its original name “The Old Blacklion 
Inn”.  As we have seen the Inn is on the 1777 map, but 
Jim Nolan points out that is shown on the map to be 
on the “back road”, not in its present position . Harold 
Johnston tells us that the sheds at the back of the present 
supermarket were part of the stables, where the horses 
were changed for the coach and mail services.  A Sam 
Johnston rebuilt the Inn in 1844 and called it Victoria 
Hotel.  The hill behind the village which he owned is 
called “Sam's Hill”. 
It is interesting to compare the range of businesses in the 
two villages - Harold Johnston tells that Blacklion prior 

Crossing at the Eel Weir

to the 1914-18 war had three dress makers, a tailoring 
establishment with ten employees, a bakery, shoemak-
ers, creamery, forge, carpenter, nailmaker, public houses, 
four hardware and grocery shops, three drapery shops, 
dispensary and primary school.  This was the heyday pe-
riod for Blacklion for employment and business. While a 
little earlier Lowe lists the following businesses in Belcoo:

Copeland, John; Hamilton Arms Hotel (Posting &c.)
Buchanan, David; Grocer and Haberdasher
Leonard, John; Wine and Spirit merchant
Maguire, Patrick; Grocer & Spirit dealer
McCauley, John; Butcher
Porteous, John; Auctioneer and valuator, General 
Posting Establishment, and Pork Dealer.

County Fermanagh 100 years ago, a guide and directory 1880 by Henry Lowe,(The Friar's Bush Press) on sale in Hall's 

A note on road building and Grand Juries.
There were three distinct methods of funding road building over 
the 18th-19th century. Up until a Government act in  I765 there 
was the “six day labour” rule which meant that each man owed 
his landlord/ the parish six days of free public labour. This was 
often used up in public works such as road building. The 1765 act 
meant that direct, unpaid labour was no longer employed: rather, 
the money collected throughout the parish from the principal oc-
cupiers of land, at a penny or two pence per acre, was now used 
to employ paid labour, from whatever source, under the direction 
of a wage-earning overseer However one of the difficulties of the 
parochial system, was that parish mearings—frequently streams, 
bogland or forest—were liable to be regarded as ‘no man’s land’. 
Lines of communication organised and maintained by the parish 
tended to focus on the main settlements within the parish and at 
first there was little or no attempt at co-operation between par-
ishes in such matters as bridging water courses, draining bogs or 
building causeways. The  parochial system was replaced by the 
permitted levying of a direct tax to ensure the repair, maintenance 
or reconstruction of bridges, fords or causeways. This modus op-
erandi was granted formal recognition in Ulster in I772 and lasted 
until I796, when the Grand Juries of the several counties added 
responsibility for minor road and bridge repair and construction to 
the duties which they had already shouldered in I765, covering 
the more important through routes. Grand Juries of the several 
counties had the responsibility for minor road and bridge repair 
and construction added to their duties.
What precisely was the County Grand Jury and how did the system 
of presentment operate, with particular reference to road and bridge 
work? The Grand Jury consisted of thirteen or more jurors, usually 
landlords or their agents, who were selected by the sheriff at the 

beginning of the Assizes to hear criminal indictments or to 
make ‘presentments’ ie to ‘present’ crimes of which they 
had personal knowledge. Only if a Grand Jury thought 
fit did an indictment or presentment go forward for trial 
by petty jury. Their main original function was therefore a 
judicial one and their later involvement in authorising and 
directing road and bridge construction was but one of the 
many fiscal duties for which they subsequently assumed 
responsibility. The act of I765 made it lawful for the grand 
jury of any county at the assize to present such sum or 
sums of money, as they shall think fit, upon any barony 
or baronies in such county for the repairing old roads 
or making new roads through such barony or baronies. 
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Holywell with the coming of the Railway. However
Blacklion had also grown in prosperity.
Before the building of the bridge Blacklion, like Belcoo,
had no commercial significance - not even a village. The
commercial centre of that area was along the back road
which had been improved, as we have seen,  in the 1720s.

The monthly fair was held at the Red Lion Inn while its
opposite was being held at Holywell. Harold Johnston
reports that this fair originated from a meeting of the
clans. He goes on to tell us that the fair was banned by the
authorities due to family feuds. The fair was then held at
Bracken’s on the same road for a short time in the early
1800s, until the market house and Fair Green were
established in 1820. The fairs held here up until the 1920s
were some of the largest in the country and were listed
in the local papers for prices at the time. The fair at
Belcoo was, therefore, never as significant as that at
Blacklion - furthermore Blacklion had a market house
and was the main “hiring fair” for the area. It is interest-
ing that two villages, so close, were both partners and
rivals. However not only were they in two different
counties but also in separate dioceses. In fact it could be
said that, even before the border, that Blacklion looked
south while Belcoo invariably looked north.

The name Blacklion originated from an Inn which has
now reverted to its original name “The Old Blacklion

This is the only building shown
on the map so it is most likely
to be The Inn

This is a mileage point

A note on road building and Grand Juries.
There were three distinct methods of funding road building over the
18th-19th century. Up until a Government act in  I765 there was the
“six day labour” rule which meant that each man owed his landlord/
the parish six days of free public labour. This was often used up in
public works such as road building. The 1765 act meant that direct,
unpaid labour was no longer employed: rather, the money col-
lected throughout the parish from the principal occupiers of land, at
a penny or two pence per acre, was now used to employ paid
labour, from whatever source, under the direction of a wage-
earning overseer However one of the difficulties of the parochial
system, was that parish mearings—frequently streams, bogland or
forest—were liable to be regarded as ‘no man’s land’. Lines of
communication organised and maintained by the parish tended to
focus on the main settlements within the parish and at first there
was little or no attempt at co-operation between parishes in such
matters as bridging water courses, draining bogs or building
causeways. The  parochial system was replaced by the permitted
levying of a direct tax to ensure the repair, maintenance or
reconstruction of bridges, fords or causeways. This modus oper-
andi was granted formal recognition in Ulster in I772 and lasted
until I796, when the Grand Juries of the several counties added
responsibility for minor road and bridge repair and construction to
the duties which they had already shouldered in I765, covering the
more important through routes. Grand Juries of the several
counties had the responsibility for minor road and bridge repair and
construction added to their duties.
What precisely was the County Grand Jury and how did the
system of presentment operate, with particular reference to road
and bridge work? The Grand Jury consisted of thirteen or more
jurors, usually landlords or their agents, who were selected by the
sheriff at the beginning of the Assizes to hear criminal indictments
or to make ‘presentments’ ie to ‘present’ crimes of which they had
personal knowledge. Only if a Grand Jury thought fit did an

indictment or presentment go forward for trial by petty
jury. Their main original function was therefore a judicial
one and their later involvement in authorising and direct-
ing road and bridge construction was but one of the many
fiscal duties for which they subsequently assumed re-
sponsibility. The act of I765 made it lawful for the grand
jury of any county at the assize to present such sum or
sums of money, as they shall think fit, upon any barony
or baronies in such county for the repairing old roads or
making new roads through such barony or baronies.

Crossing at the Eel Weir

Inn”.  As we have seen the Inn is on the 1777 map, but Jim
Nolan points out that is shown on the map to be on the
“back road”, not in its present position . Harold Johnston
tells us that the sheds at the back of the present super-
market were part of the stables, where the horses were
changed for the coach and mail services.  A Sam Johnston
rebuilt the Inn in 1844 and called it Victoria Hotel.  The
hill behind the village which he owned is called “Sam's
Hill”.
It is interesting to compare the range of businesses in the
two villages - Harold Johnston tells that Blacklion prior
to the 1914-18 war had three dress makers, a tailoring
establishment with ten employees, a bakery, shoemak-
ers, creamery, forge, carpenter, nailmaker, public houses,
four hardware and grocery shops, three drapery shops,
dispensary and primary school.  This was the heyday
period for Blacklion for employment and business. While
a little earlier Lowe lists the following businesses in
Belcoo:

Copeland, John; Hamilton Arms Hotel (Posting &c.)
Buchanan, David; Grocer and Haberdasher
Leonard, John; Wine and Spirit merchant
Maguire, Patrick; Grocer & Spirit dealer
McCauley, John; Butcher
Porteous, John; Auctioneer and valuator, General
Posting Establishment, and Pork Dealer.

County Fermanagh 100 years ago, a guide and directory 1880 by Henry
Lowe,(The Friar's Bush Press) on sale in Hall's
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or plough land (100 acres) were required to contribute a 
cart and horses with four men. All others had to attend 
in person for the six required days.
This system remained until 1865 when paid labour was 
introduced. The parish system had many shortcom-
ings- lack of standardisation, lack of responsibilities/
cooperation  for  bridges between parishes  etc. Roads 
were usually built by a system of presentment - independ-
ent road builders would submit a price for building a 
section of road to the Grand Jurys who would sanction 
it, he would build it and then get paid for it! The cost 
was met by taxes (cess) raised on the local tenants. (see 
note on Grand Jurys above)
Right through the 1700s horseback remained the main 
form of transport among the travelling sort,  namely the 
gentry and commercial men. However there was the 
native car (waggon) which had two small solid wheels 
fixed to an axle - this was a simple advance from the older 
slide car or “slipe” - yet the slipe was more useful in a 
countryside devoid of tracks! However by the middle of 
the 1700s spoked wheels started to appear - however it 
took to the middle of the 1800s before they were become 
widespread and the heavy waggon type gradually gave 
way to the comparatively  highly efficient  lighter mail 
coaches - and the later Bianconi 
coaches. 
From the  1720’s coaches may 
have been used in this region 
on the Florencecourt - Sligo 
route, a very fine road for this 
period. It wouldn’t have been 
until 1835 that an adequate 
coach road became available on 
the Belcoo - Enniskillen route. 
Bianconi started his services 
through Blacklion in 1852. John 
Maguire tells us that the four 
houses on the right before the market house on the way 
into Blacklion from Belcoo were built as stables for the 
Bianconi coaches and horses.  
As an example the Enniskillen to Dublin  mail coach in 
the 1780’s took 21 hours to travel to Dublin and cost the 

equivalent of a month’s wages. An average speed of less 
than four miles per hour. By 1832 it was 13 hours (6 mph) 
and by 1842 it was only 8 hours (9 mph) the speed of a 
leisurely touring bicycle today!  There were few travel-
ling to Dublin then and anyway wages were needed for 
food and there was little to spare on non essentials. It is 
difficult to compare income with now but it is  estimated 
that two thirds income was needed for food.
Finally a humorous description of Stage Coach travel 
by the John O'Donovan of the Ordnance Survey 1834:

Dear Sir, 
Before I tell you a word about Lough Erne, I must amuse 
you with a detail of my travels since I left Maghera. It is 
with great difficulty I got a seat on the coach from Magh-
era to Derry, because all the clergymen of the district 
went on it to attend a convocation in the immortal city. 
As we passed through Glenshane, wind-driven show-
ers wet us to the skin and shattered our umbrellas. I 
am not at all surprised that the ancients called this the 
valley of storms [GLEANN SION] (I) We arrived in Derry 
about four o’clock P.M. I engaged a seat to Enniskillen 
upon the Fair Trader, or as it should be styled the Foul 
Trader. At first it drove on at a rapid rate carrying about 
28 passengers, 10 inside and 18 on the outside, noisy 
and half inebriated fellows. The coach started from Derry 
at 4 o’clock P.M. and drove against the wind and rain. I 

spread out my umbrella expecting that 
it would afford some shelter against 
the wind and rain, but it only served to 
collect the passing shower and drop it 
upon my legs and thighs and into my 
shoes. Before we reached Strabane 
my feet had got benumbed with cold. 
At Strabane I descended to get a 
glass of whiskey [usquebaugh] to put 
the chilled stream of life into artificial 
circulation, but seeing a group of rough 
country customers rush, in fighting 
confusions, to occupy the seats of 
those who remained that night in Stra-

bane, I was obliged to give up looking for the cordial, 
which was several doors off, and ascend again. I was, 
however, done out of my former seat, and there was no 
regaining of it except by force of arms [manu fortiori—
LAMH LAIDIR I N-UACHTAR]. Bad as my former seat 
was, I was now thrown into a worse one: on the tip top 

Cars with wooden wheels

Slipes or sledges

Typical Slipes

250 years of travel
We are now going to look at the organisation of road 
building, at the economic need for better communica-
tions. We will trace the development of carriage of goods 
over the period.
In the 1600’s there was a general absence of wheeled ve-
hicles and a fairly primitive road network. Most people 
moved about by walking or on horseback whilst goods 
were conveyed by packhorse. At this time travel was 
not undertaken lightly. An interesting account from the 
time relates:

“..before we had ridden three miles we lost our way 
and were compelled to go on foot, leading our horses 
through bogs and marshes...” 

another recounts:
“...Travelling in winter his horse constantly sank to its 
girth in the boggy roads, and his saddles and saddle-
bags were destroyed. Often he had to cross streams 
by swimming his horse,...”

However in the 1700s Ireland saw great changes in the 
national economy - subsistence farming was  gradually 
being replaced by a money based economy. Bogland, 
forests and grazing land was being replaced by tillage. 
Mineral resources were being developed. There was an 
increasing need to transfer agricultural produce and 
minerals from the interior to the ports.
Road building responsibility was transferred to the Irish 
Parliament in 1613. From then on, the statutory six day 
labour system was introduced. Parishes maintained their 
own roads using unpaid labour. Those owning a plough 
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Road services from Enniskillen, 1834 
Description   of vehicle 
 
 

Frequency  
of service  
from 
Enniskillen 

Destination Time of 
starting   

Average   
hourly  
duration 
of 
journey 

Distances 
in Irish 
miles 

Fares 

Four-horse Mail Coach Daily Dublin 6 pm 12 80 £1 inside  
l5s 0d outside 

Two-horse Mail Coach Daily Belfast 6 pm 13 74 £1 inside 
12s 6d outside 

Two-horse Mail Coach Daily Ballyshannon 7.30 am 3¹/₂ 
 

23 4s 6d inside   
3s 0d outside 

One-horse Car 
 

Daily Sligo 7.30 am 6¹/₂ 
 

32 5s 0d 

Four-horse Coach Tuesday 
Thursday 

Armagh 7 am 8 40 5s 0d 

One-horse Car 
 

Saturday Armagh 7 am 8 40 5s 0d 

Four-horse Day Coach Monday 
Wednesday 
Friday 

Dublin 6 am 13 80 15s 0d inside 
10s 0d outside 

Two-horse Coach Daily Omagh 2 pm 
and 4 
pm 

 22 2s 0d 

One-horse Coach or 
three-horse van 
 

Daily Bundoran 9 am  26 2s 6d 
3s 0d 

Four-horse Coach  
(The Shareholder) 
 

Daily Dublin 6 am 13 80 10s 0d 
15s 0d 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Road Services to and from Enniskillen, 1834

of a trunk that towered magnificently over the level of the 
upper seats on the Fair Trader. Delightful seat! Here I 
became the sport of every squall—the victim of the rain! 
I was, however, determined to imitate the magnanimity 
of the stork, to glory in the roar of elements. 

“Like the bold stork to seek the wintery shore, 
Cling to the cold and rest upon the storm, 

Leave ease, and courts and palaces to slaves.”

All was well, and our company very noisy. But when 
we had arrived within two yards of Seean Bridge be-
tween Strabane and N:T: Stuart, the lofty vehicle was 
sublimely upset and splendidly thrown into the ditch! I 
was pitched from my towering and sublime elevation 
far beyond the rest. The accident was so sudden, and 
the fall so steep that I knew not for some minutes what 
had occurred; whether we were carried into the firma-
ment by some unknown power or whether old Nick had 
come to carry us all, cold, drunk and sober, as we were 
to warm us! At last I observed that it was an accident 
brought about by the negligence of the driver, who let 
the right wheel slip into the dyke, within two yards of 
a dangerous and steep bridge! My feet were so numb 
with the cold that I knew not whether I was killed or not. 
However, I asked myself the following questions:- Am 
I killed? Am I crippled? Are my brains dashed out? I 
got up and found to my great satisfaction that no vital 
part was touched, and no injury done except a slight 
bruise of my left side and arm, which remain very sore 
yet. No material injury happened; but if the vehicle had 
advanced about three yards further, we would have 
been all dashed to death against, and over the bridge! 
I thank Providence for our escape. 

I went to bed and got up at half past five in the morning, 
but had to drag the girl out of bed to get my shoes; I 
went down to the coach office about 53/4 o’clock, but 
there having been too many passengers going to the 
fair of Enniskillen, she (i.e. the coach on which I had 
engaged a seat at Derry) I missed the seat for which 
I had paid! I set out in a rage, and walked from Owy 
(Owgh) (Omy?) to Enniskillen, a distance of 22 Irish 
miles. I arrived a few hours after the coach, without 
feeling the least fatigued, vexation having animated 
me all along.

The letters of John O'Donovan from Fermanagh, (1834))  edited by John Cunningham, 1993, on sale in Hall's 
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The Sligo, Leitrim and 
Northern Counties Railway

(SL&NCR) 1879-1957
The first railway reached Enniskillen from Derry in Febru-
ary 1859. In 1862 the Dundalk line reached Enniskillen. 
A connection with Belfast became possible when the 
Portadown line connected to Omagh. Sligo on the other 
hand established its first contact with Longford in 1862, 
this meant livestock could now be sent to Dublin. The 
original scheme was to connect Enniskillen with Sligo 
through Bundoran. The Great Northern Railway Co. was 
behind this scheme. The first part of this scheme was 
completed in 1866 in the form of the Bundoran branch. 
However a seperate, rival, scheme was developed by 
prominent residents and landowners at the Sligo end 
who were anxious to bring the benefit of rail transport 
to th intervening  areas of Sligo and 
Leitrim. The list of the principal pro-
moters clearly shows the local interests 
involved. There must have been intense 
competition between the two different 
proposals - the seal of the Company 
eventually adopted, incidentally, rep-
resented a collision between two lo-
comotives, one remaining on the rails 
and so representing the success of the 
Manorhamilton route followed by the 
line, the other, derailed, representing 
the abortive Bundoran route of the En-
niskillen, Bundoran and Sligo scheme.
There would have also been a lot of 
pressure from landowners, interested 
in having the railway passing through 
their property. For instance it is surpris-
ing that the Earl of Enniskillen didn't 
manage to have the line running along 
the southern side of Lough Macnean to 
bring it closer to his estate at Florence- Midland Great

Western
Railway

Waterford,
Limerick and
Western
Railway

Great
Northern
Railway

To
Omagh

Bundoran
Junction

Sligo, Leitrim, &
Northern Counties Railway

Florencecourt
Junction

Abohill
Junction

Enniskillen

Swanlinbar

Belcoo

Garrison Derrygonnelly

Glenfarne

Manorhamilton

Dowra Glangevlin

Drumkeeran

Belleek

Rossinver

Kiltyclogher Boho

Co Fermanagh

Co. Cavan

Co. Leitrim

Dromahair

Sligo

Co. Sligo

Co. Donegal

Kinlough

Blacklion

Drumshanbo
Ballinamore

Killashandra

Bawnboy

Bundoran Ballyshannon

Collooney

Ballysodare
Carrignagat Jct

court. That is another story.

The Sligo, Leitrim and Northern Counties Railway 
Act was passed on 11th August, 1875 to allow 42 
miles of railway to be built. The line joined the 
Midland Great Western Railway 5 miles from Sligo 
at Carricknagat junction.
                                  
Arthur Loftus Tottenham of Glenfarne Hall was 
the first chairman of the committee responsible 
for initiating the Railway and was also one of the 
main contractors involved in the construction of 
the line.  Local Landlord Jones was also active in 
the development of the line.
The following people were the main shareholders:
Arthur Loftus Tottenham of Glenfarne Hall, Co. Leitrim (guar-
antor on £5,000); became first Chairman. 
Lowry Egerton Viscount Cole. 
Owen Wynne of Hazlewood, Co. Sligo (guarantor on £3,000); 
became one of the initial five Directors. 

John Thomas William Lord Massey (guarantor on £5,000); 
also became one of the initial five Directors. 
Thomas Morris Hamilton Jones; similarly became one of the 
initial five Directors. 
Francis La Touche (guarantor on £1,000); became first Deputy 
Chairman. 
Earl of Enniskillen of Florence Court, Co. Fermanagh (guaran-

tor on £1,000). 
R. E. Davis of Lurganboy, Co. Leitrim. 
Sir Robert Gore-Booth, Bart., M.P., of 
Lissadell, Co. Sligo. Henry William 
Gore-Booth of Lissadell, Co. Sligo. 
The SL&NCR was a long standard 
gauge railway, running through 
sparsily populated rural country.  
It joined the Great Northern Rail-
way at Enniskillen and the Great 
Southern Railway at Collooney, 
over which it had running powers 
into Sligo.  The head quarters of 
the railway were at Manorham-
ilton.
N W Sprinks tells us:
It was built at minimum cost, follow-
ing closely the contours of the land 
so as to restrict heavy engineering 
works to those points where they 
were absolutely unavoidable, a 
feature which accounted for the 
notable characteristics of heavy 
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One of the last tickets issued from 
Belcoo railway station.

gradients (up to a maximum of 1 in 50), sharp curves (to 
a minimum radius of 12 chains) and the numerous level 
crossings as opposed to bridges. Another consequence of 
restricting expenditure was the purchase of an insufficient 
width of land for the line, which caused embankments and 
cuttings to be constructed at too acute an angle with a re-
sultant tendency to slip.2 

Construction of the SL&NCR line commenced in 1877. 
By December 1878 the first twelve and a half mile sec-
tion of the line between Enniskillen and Belcoo was 
completed.  It took five days to bring the first engine 
by road from  Enniskillen to Belcoo. It was called the 
“Faugh-a-Ballagh”-  “Leave the way!” or “Get out of 
the way!”

On 12 February 1878, the first goods train left Belcoo 
and the first passenger train, shortly thereafter, on the 
18th of March. Travel was free for everyone on this day.  
The 5-mile line from Belcoo to Glenfarne was opened 
on the 1st of January 1880, but money was short, and 
a further Act had 
to be obtained on 
the 29th June 1880, 
authorising the rais-
ing of future capital 
and an extension on 
completion time.

The Sligo Leitrim 
a n d  N o r t h e r n 
Counties Railway 
was, in 1956, the 
shortest railway line 
in Ireland.  A single 
gauge track con-
nected Enniskillen 
westwards into Eire 
where it joined the 
CIE line about 5 
miles short of Sligo.  
It was 43 miles long 
and it was the only 

independent railway still in existence by the 1950’s 
which crossed the border between Northern Ireland 
and the Republic of Ireland. The service was used by 
many travellers and it also provided a goods service 
which catered for parcels, cattle, etc.  Once a year, on 
the last Sunday of July, a special excursion service was 
offered between Enniskillen and Sligo for pilgrims 
attending the Holywell outside Sligo.
                                                                 
On September 30th 1957 the “Lough Melvin” even-
ing train left Enniskillen for the last time, a result of 
the enforced closure of the former Great Northern 
Railway lines in the area by order of the Northern 
Ireland government. The severance of its main link 
with the rest of the Irish Railway System at Enniskil-
len crippled the entire SL&NCR line and eventually 
led to its demise.
After this, the border bridge was dismantled.  The 
historic age of the Sligo, Leitrim and Northern Coun-
ties railway had come to an end.

An extract from the 
Irish Times 20th May 
1966 provides a nostal-
gic account of the old 
line.  It follows:

“At five minutes after 
the advertised time, 
the little green rail-
bus chugged, a trifle 
bumpily, out of Enni-
skillen’s railway yard.  
I noticed that a pane 
of glass in the side 
of the driver’s cabin 
had been mended 
by plugging it with a 
crumpled paper bag. 
It had been a big day 
in Enniskillen, the day 
of the cattle fair, but al-
ready, one minute out 
on our journey west, 
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we were rattling along a sort of private green lane.  
At the iron bridge over the Erne, I looked back and 
got a last glimpse of Enniskillen framed between tree 
trunks, rising like an Irish Venice from its lagoons, its 
skyline crowned by eighteenth century cupolas and 
that north-western equivalent to Nelson’s pillar, the 
Lowry Cole monument.

Soon there were no cupolas or monuments. We are 
out in a wild dark stretch of Fermanagh, with enor-
mous vistas of untidy sky and vast black plains that 
once had been forest.  It’s true there was a station 
called Florencecourt, calling up visions of a justly 
famous Georgian mansion.  But nobody got on or off 
at Florencecourt, and there wasn’t a pillard portico 
in sight- nothing but untidy sky and the wide black 
plain that had once been forest. This was Western 
Ulster in the act of becoming Ireland.

The transformation accelerated with every mile along 
the shore of Lough Macnean.  The view across the 
lough was  infinitely sad, infinitely subtle, a symphony 
in black and silver, with the black mass of Cuilcagh 
Mountain (beyond which the Shannon rises) as a back-
drop across the water.  We traversed a narrow neck 
of land between the Upper and Lower Loughs: halted 
at a solid looking station of grey stone where the plat-
form nameboards 
dramatically an-
nounced  “Belcoo 
and Blacklion”.  
Then the rattling 
and vibrating, we 
began to climb, 
leaving on the right 
a long blue arm of 
Upper Lough Mac-
nean surrounded 
by fresh green 
belts of afforesta-
tion, and so on into 
the desolate up-
land emptiness of 
Glenfarne and the 
grey-stone station 
of the same name.”

 [Source:  Sligo, Leitrim and Northern Counties Railway, NW Sprinks published 
by the “Irish Record Society” (London Area) Second Edition 1981.

Belcoo railway bridge today
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Farming and
Commercial life of the region.
Farming was obviously the main source of livelihood 
throughout this period. From the 1700s until even recent 
times there were many aspects of farming, that remained 
largely unchanged.  Many of the farming methods, tech-
niques, practices and equipment continued to be used 
right into the 20th century. Many of  the more dramatic 
changes over the period were slow to spread   or were 
taken up by a limited number of farmers. This was not 
because of resistance to change but rather to the nature 
of the land and sizes of farms. However we can trace 
some general changes.
As we have seen that the amount of land given over 
to tillage continued to increase right up to the famine 
times - at a vastly increasing rate up until the famine. 
In the 1700s there was no great market for agricultural 
produce so land was not as valuable as in later years. 
Grazing was the most common use of land. Towards 
the end of the 1700s there was a boom with land value 
increasing, and an increase in rural population. Corn and 
flax growing was taking over grazing and local cottage 
industries developed. This boom lasted till after the end 
of the Napoleonic wars in 1815. In fact the wars actu-
ally gave a great boost to the demand for grain.  This 
same period was to see domestic industry at its highest 
peak - linen, leather, coal and iron extraction to mention 
but a few. Yet there was also a number of famines in the 
beginning of the 1800s!  Emigration was established then 
as a uniquely Irish phenomenon. From then up until 
the famine with markets decreasing, local industries in 
decline, combined with an  increase in population, rural 
conditions gradually worsened. The dramatic and tragic 
effects of the  famine (1845-7) are well known. Conditions 
gradually improved towards the end of the century. Yet 
during the 18th and 19th century the pattern of Irish 
farming and land occupancy  remained, on the whole, 
unchanged. Before we look at the main farming patterns 
we need to outline the “Land Question”.
The landlords

Most of the land was owned by the landlords. As can be 
seen from the maps on the next page, landed property 
was not owned in the form of mere farms but in complete 
townlands. In fact the few landlords owned a complete 
area made up of many townlands. They not only owned 
Fermanagh but also managed it - they were the magis-
trates, members of the Grand Juries, high sheriffs and 
were colonels in the local militia. 
The  Middle Men
Next in line were either the middle men or the agents for 
the Landlords. Agents were mainly rent collectors and 
small landowners in their own right while the middle 
men sub-let parts of the Landlords’ estates collecting 
considerable profits in the process. It is generally agreed 
that this class were little better than racketeers. In this 
part of Fermanagh they were got rid of early in the 1800s 
as most of the landlords here were resident and dealt 
directly with the tenants.
The yeomen tenants were the better off farmers. (The 
term yeomen should not be confused with the cavalry 
of the same name usually made up of this class.) Better 
off meant those men who had 15 acres at least, and had 
a lease for this land. These people usually lived in fairly 
comfortable two storied slated houses. Livingstone tells 
us that fewer than 1 in 9 came into this class and only 1 
in 27 had over 30 acres. It is significant that they were 
for the most part protestant and corn growers - when 
the market failed many from this area are reported to 
have emigrated.
The Cottiers
The cottier was originally the man who helped to look 
after the landlord’s estate giving up a number of days 
a year in part payment of rent. He would have his own, 
rented, holding of an acre or so! On this patch he had his 
cabin, very often one-storied, and on this one acre grew 
the potatoes that were the staple diet of his family - a 
subsistence existence.
The Labourers
It hard to believe that there were people even worse off!  
These were the landless ones. They were the labourers. 
Often they were victims of evictions.

An example of payments over many, many years - Margaret 
Gallagher's Grandfather & Father in Mullylusty were typical 
of nearly all the farmers of this period.
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Crayton Crawford

Hall

Others

Hassard
Hamilton

Armstrong
It is hard today to realise that in the times of our great grandfathers and mothers 
people did not own their own land - in fact most of the land was owned by land-
lords. A landlord owned not just a few farms but usually complete townlands! The 
Ordinance survey Memoirs reports of 1835 shows this clearly The  lists below shows 
the ownership of each townland:-
Parish of Cleenish
[Table contains the following headings: townland barony, name of proprietor]

Townland ownership 1835

 
(Signed] John Chaytor, Lieutenant Royal 
Engineers, 30th May 1835. 

Parish of Cleenish 
[Table contains the following headings: townland barony, name of proprietor] 
Barony of Glenawley:  
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Ballysooragh  Crawford Capt. A. ;  F7 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector of parish;   E9 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
 
(Signed] John Chaytor, Lieutenant Royal Engineers, 30th May 1835.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Ballysooragh Crawford Capt. A.  I15 
Ballysroonagh  Hamilton Jones;  F7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
 

Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector  of parish;  E9 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 

Parish of Cleenish 
[Table contains the following headings: townland barony, name of proprietor] 
Barony of Glenawley:  
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Ballysooragh  Crawford Capt. A. ;  F7 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector of parish;   E9 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
 
(Signed] John Chaytor, Lieutenant Royal Engineers, 30th May 1835.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Ballysooragh Crawford Capt. A.  I15 
Ballysroonagh  Hamilton Jones;  F7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
 

Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector  of parish;  E9 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Ballysooragh  Crawford Capt. A. ;  F7 
Ballysooragh Jones W. ;   I15 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
 
 

Parish of Cleenish 
[Table contains the following headings: townland barony, name of proprietor] 
Barony of Glenawley:  
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Ballysooragh  Crawford Capt. A. ;  F7 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector of parish;   E9 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
 
(Signed] John Chaytor, Lieutenant Royal Engineers, 30th May 1835.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Ballysooragh Crawford Capt. A.  I15 
Ballysroonagh  Hamilton Jones;  F7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
 

Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector  of parish;  E9 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 

Parish of Cleenish 
[Table contains the following headings: townland barony, name of proprietor] 
Barony of Glenawley:  
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Ballysooragh  Crawford Capt. A. ;  F7 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector of parish;   E9 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
 
(Signed] John Chaytor, Lieutenant Royal Engineers, 30th May 1835.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Ballysooragh Crawford Capt. A.  I15 
Ballysroonagh  Hamilton Jones;  F7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
 

Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector  of parish;  E9 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 

Parish of Cleenish 
[Table contains the following headings: townland barony, name of proprietor] 
Barony of Glenawley:  
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Ballysooragh  Crawford Capt. A. ;  F7 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector of parish;   E9 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
 
(Signed] John Chaytor, Lieutenant Royal Engineers, 30th May 1835.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Ballysooragh Crawford Capt. A.  I15 
Ballysroonagh  Hamilton Jones;  F7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
 

Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector  of parish;  E9 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 

Parish of Cleenish 
[Table contains the following headings: townland barony, name of proprietor] 
Barony of Glenawley:  
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Ballysooragh  Crawford Capt. A. ;  F7 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector of parish;   E9 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
 
(Signed] John Chaytor, Lieutenant Royal Engineers, 30th May 1835.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Ballysooragh Crawford Capt. A.  I15 
Ballysroonagh  Hamilton Jones;  F7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
 

Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector  of parish;  E9 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 

Parish of Cleenish 
[Table contains the following headings: townland barony, name of proprietor] 
Barony of Glenawley:  
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Ballysooragh  Crawford Capt. A. ;  F7 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector of parish;   E9 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
 
(Signed] John Chaytor, Lieutenant Royal Engineers, 30th May 1835.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Ballysooragh Crawford Capt. A.  I15 
Ballysroonagh  Hamilton Jones;  F7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
 

Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector  of parish;  E9 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 

Parish of Cleenish 
[Table contains the following headings: townland barony, name of proprietor] 
Barony of Glenawley:  
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Ballysooragh  Crawford Capt. A. ;  F7 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector of parish;   E9 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
 
(Signed] John Chaytor, Lieutenant Royal Engineers, 30th May 1835.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Ballysooragh Crawford Capt. A.  I15 
Ballysroonagh  Hamilton Jones;  F7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
 

Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector  of parish;  E9 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 

Parish of Cleenish 
[Table contains the following headings: townland barony, name of proprietor] 
Barony of Glenawley:  
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Abocurragh Crawford W. ;  J15 
Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Ballysooragh  Crawford Capt. A. ;  F7 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector of parish;   E9 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
 
(Signed] John Chaytor, Lieutenant Royal Engineers, 30th May 1835.  
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Abohill Crawford W. ;  J15 
Aghavass  Hamilton  James Esq.;  G7 
Aughrim Hassard  T. Esq.;  H10 
Ballintempo  Nixon  T. Esq.;  C6 
Ballysooragh Crawford Capt. A.  I15 
Ballysroonagh  Hamilton Jones;  F7 
Bellcoo East Hamilton  J.Esq.; I9 
BellcooWest Hamilton J.Esq.;  I8 
Carrickabweehan Armstrong  Thomas Esq.;  H13 
Carrickadrantan Hamilton J.Esq.;  H9 
Carrickaloughan Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G10 
Carrickmaflagherty Hassard William Esq.; G11 
Carrickmacsparrow Armstrong  T. Esq.; G14 
Carricknaseer Armstrong  T. Esq.;  F13 
Carrontreemall Rector of parish  H11 
Carrownalegg Hassard  William Esq.;  H10 
Cavancarragh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  H8 
Cavanmore Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G8 
Cavantreeduff Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  G12 
Cleggin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H13 
Coasan Hall Mr. F4 
Cornacully Bloomfield  or Hort;  B3 
Cornagee Hassard  William Esq.;  H15 
Cornahawla Hassard  William Esq.;  J15 
Corraderrybrock  Hassard  William Esq.;  D4 
Corryglass West Hamilton  Jones Esq.;  F6 
Corralea  Hamilton Jones  G5 
Corrateskin  Crawford Mr ;  I14 
Creenagho Hassard  William Esq.;  H12 
Crottan Hassard  William Esq.;  G12 
Derreens West Earl of Enniskillen  J14 
Dornagagh Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drummaran Armstrong  T. Esq.;  H14 
Drummawillin Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I12 
Drumconlon West  Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  I13 
Drumcoo Hassard  J. Esq.;  H9 
Drumcully Hamilton J Esq.;  C1 
Drumelly Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G6 
Drumhariff Hall Mr ; H15 
Drumkeenagh Hall Mr ;  D2 
Drumman Hassard  William Esq.;  G11 
 

Gardenhill Hassard Jason ;  F10 
Gortahurk Armstrong  T. Esq.;  G14 
Gortatole Hamilton Jones  F13 
Gorteen Mrs Jones  H8 
Gortnaderg,  Hassard  William Esq.;  H11 
Greaghaphort Hall Mr ;  E3 
Greaghnaglearagh Rector  of parish;  E9 
Greenwoodhill Crawford Mr ;  H13 
Kellagho Jones Mr. H12 
Killycreen East Hassard  William Esq.;  E8 
Killycreen West Hassard  Jason Esq.;  F8 
Killyphort Hall Mr ;  F4 
Killrooskagh Hamilton  J. Esq.;  G7 
Kiltyfelin Armstrong  T. Esq.  I11 
Lattone Hall Mr. B2 
Lurgan Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H9 
Meenarainy Hassard  William Esq.;  B4 
Meenawargy Hassard  William Esq.;  F5 
Moneyourgan Earl of Enniskillen  F13 
Mullaghdun Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H15 
Mullaghmaddy Crawford Mr A. .  J14 
Mullan Hassard  William Esq.;  G5 
Mullynawinna Hall   D5 
Mullashellistragh Hall  Mr. E3 
Mullyard Hamilton  Jones Esq.  F8 
Mullyardlougher  NIxon Messrs G15 
Mullycovet Crayton  [blank] Esq.;  H12 
Mullylusty Hassard  William Esq.;  F10 
Mullynavarnoge Earl of Enniskillen  D3 
Ora Beg Hamilton  Jones Esq.  E9 
Ora More Hassard William E7 
Point Crawford Mr A. .  I14 
Rahallan Bloomfield  or Hort;  G15 
Rushin West Hassard   William Esq.  H8 
Slapragh Hall Mr . C4 
Teebane Hall Mr ;  A2 
Templenaffrin Hassard  William H10 
Tonadrum Hamilton  Jones Esq;  F13 
Toppan Jones Mrs  Mrs ;  E6 
Tullybellina Hall Mrs  Mrs ;  D2 
Tullynacor Hassard  William F6 
Tullyrossmearan Hall Mr ;  D2 
Rosscorkey  Island  Hamilton  Jones Esq.  H5 
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Townland Ownership in 1835
The main landlords:-

Hassard, Hamilton, Jones
Armstrong, Crayton, Crawford & Hall.

Hamilton Jones

Hassard

Hall Crayton

CrawfordArmstrong

Key:-
Hassard

Hamilton Jones Hamilton JonesCrawford

Crayton

ArmstrongHall
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Leases
The “Land Question” was to do with the three “F”s. Fix-
ity of tenure, Fairness of rent and Freedom to sell. In the 
case of cottiers there was often no lease or an “at will” 
lease which meant they could be evicted for the slight-
est excuse. In this area most of the farms were in this 
category. On the other hand the "Ulster Custom"gave 
greater protection, here, than in other parts of Ireland. 
Any fixed capital or working capital on the farm, e.g. 
improvements to buildings  the former, farm machinery, 
the latter could be confiscated on termination of tenancy. 
The alternative to eviction was to pay higher rents which 
was in fact another way of confiscating capital. Rents 
were increasing with price rises from 1850 - 1870 but 
when  prices started to drop in the1870s rents contin-
ued to rise and so also did evictions. The years 1878 to 
1881 were years of increasing evictions, agrarian crime 
and of political turmoil and violence until the famous 
land act of 1881 was passed. This brought in the Irish 
Land Commission. This introduced a new principle of 
the judicial determination of  a “fair rent”. Henceforth 
a tenant could only be evicted for non-payment of rent 
thus fixed. The principle of ownership through partial 
state assistance was also introduced and by 1896 the full 
purchase price was available from the Land Commission 
being paid off over a period of 49 years. These yearly 
payments were in many cases as much as 30% less than 
the former rent! However it wasn’t until the Land Act 
of 1925,  in the north,  which compulsorily expropri-
ated the surviving landlords of 805,000 acres to 38,500 
tenant purchasers. A similar act was passed in 1923 in 
the south. There are still some farms in the Cavan still 
paying  this off!
Farming was the most important activity in the whole 
area. There was also a large range of local industries 
associated with it. It is a bit of a surprise to find that 
the early 1800s saw a decline in many local industries. 
It is hard for us to imagine the local land growing a lot 
of oats and flax. The OS memoirs record the demise of 
three, small scale, tanyards in Holywell which went out 
of production in the 1820s as a result of a decrease in 
the price of leather 

their own woollen cloth or blanketing. 
So it would seem that linen was more popular in this 
area than wool although no doubt there would have 
been sheep kept on the higher ground and wool would 
not have been wasted. 
The importance of corn growing is reflected in the fact 
that there was no less than three corn mills in the area. 
It is notable that again the decline following the end 
of the Napoleonic wars in 1815 is reflected in the run 
down  condition of the Tullyballina Mill on the Black 
river even in the 1835:

Mullycavitt corn mill, J. Hamilton, proprietor; diameter of 
wheel 14 feet, breadth 1 and a quarter feet. It is a breast 
wheel with a direct fall of 2 and a half feet. There is no 
fan in it for cleaning and the machinery is frequently 
idle for want of water. 
Holywell corn mill is wrought by the stream flowing from 
the Holywell; diameter of wheel 14 feet, breadth 1 and a 
half feet and is a breast wheel with a direct fall of 2 feet. 

Tullybalina corn mill is situated on the west bank of the 
Black river, in the western part of the parish; diameter 
of wheel 14 feet, breadth 1 and a half feet, undershot 

fall and no fan. The mill is in very 
bad repair.
Mullycovet Mill and Drying Kiln. 
This complex which was known as 
Cleggan Mills comprises a water 
powered Corn Mill, a grain Drying 
Kiln and Miller's House complete 
with farmyard buildings and a small 
shop. The rounded gable end of the 
mill shows that it had a corrugated 
iron roof. 
The exact dating of the Mills construc-
tion is unclear but according to first 
valuation books it possibly was of late 
1700 or early 1800 erection. The Mill 
operated under a Milling Soke Sys-
tem which ensured the Earl of Erne, 
who financed the setting up of the 
Mill, a regular income as the tenants 
living close to the Mill would have 

Mullycovitt corn mill

S P Nethercott

“ and the duty being too great to admit of manufacturers 
without good capital carrying on the trade sufficiently 
to obtain a livelihood by it. Besides, the place was 
very inconveniently situated for markets to dispose 
of the goods.”

It would seem as though most farms grew flax and not 
only spun it into yarn but also produced cloth. By 1835 
this practice was also in decline:

 The manufacture of linen cloth and yarn used formerly 
to occupy a great number of the inhabitants of the 
parish, but at present very little attention is paid to 
it, although spinning linen yarn from flax of their own 
growth is the general employment of the females; but 
the prices are so very low that few of them can earn 
more than 2d per day at it. The yarn manufactured is 
very coarse, generally 3 hanks to a pound of flax, and 
it finds a very ready market in Enniskillen.

There appears to have been very little wool produced 
although the memoirs refers to the tuck mill:

Holywell tuck mill, wrought also by the stream from the 
Holywell, stands in the open air without shed or cover 
of any kind; diameter of wheel 11 and three-quarter 
feet, breadth 1 and a quarter. This mill is seldom 
employed as the people scarcely ever manufacture 
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Key:

Corn Mill, ruins

Corn Mill, site only

Tuck Mill site only

Holywell Corn Mill, ceased
operation late 1800s.

Mullycovet Mill
(1830s - 1920s)

Mullan, 1835 OS map,
ceased operations early

1800s.

Tuck Mill, ceased operation
sometime after 1835.

Tullyballina Corn Mill, in ruins in 1835!

Killycarney Corn Mill, in
operation in 1940s.

Moneen Corn Mill,
in operation 1835. Gubacrock Corn mill

in operation untill
1942

Tully Mill, in operation untill
1920s by the Crawfords

Drumhurrin Corn Mill

Boho Corn Mill

Coolarkin Mill, remains of mill
race and mill stone, no records.

Shown as "old Corn
Kiln"  on 1859 map

Gortatole Corn Mill, in
operation 1835.
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Mullycovitt corn mill

been bound to have their corn ground at Mullycovet 
Mill. Some of the meal or grain would be given to the 
Miller instead  of money. Surplus meal would be sold 
off by the Miller. 
There would have been a wide range of local industries 
associated with farming. It is hard now to imagine the 
self sufficiency of each community in the last century. 
Practically anything used in the home or farm was 
produced locally. The very building materials for the 
houses would have been local sandstone, the roofs 
would have been thatched, the insides whitewashed 
with local lime. The following list might give some idea 
of the range of goods made locally sometimes by the 
farmer himself: Beds, chairs, tables, dressers, blankets, 
jumpers, baskets, cooking utensils, brushes, noggins, 
plates, ropes, spinning wheels, shoes, churns, boxes, 
barrels, gates, fences, carts, wheels, creels, pardógs, 
spades, nails, rakes, saddles and straddles. There would 
have been the local blacksmiths, coopers, shoemakers, 
basket weaver, carpenter, stonemason, visiting pig killer, 
weaver, tinker, spademaker, nail maker, wheelmaker,  
to mention but a few.
Farming methods saw few improvements during the 
1800s.The pressure on land became so great with the 
population increases of  that century, that marginal land 
was being taken over  for improvement, by anybody 
who could settle on it. Reclamation of land was the main 
means by which this was achieved. However this was 

all too often done by the poorest of the area rather than 
by improving farmers.  Displaced and evicted tenants 
were usually so desperate that they were prepared to 
reclaim even the most marginal land for very small or 
no rent. The landlords encouraged this as this increased 
the quality of their land and their income. However 

all too often the tenant was eventually forced to either 
pay full rents on the worst land or move onto other 
patches of umimproved land to start the reclaiming 
all over again. The normal means of putting manure 
on the land was not available to the poorest - manure 
was a form of wealth - you had to have animals! Every 
other means however was used.
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The Loy

The OS memoirs record very few ploughs - these are 
called  Scotch ploughs to distinguish them from the ear-
lier wooden Irish plough. The loy is referred to as being 
the most commonly used. The memoirs report that the 
sledge or slide car was very common, though in the low 
country a few good carts are to be seen but no wagons.
Lewis writes in 1837:
Fermanagh the old car with solid wooden wheels has given 
way to the light cart with spoked wheels, and the slide car is 
rarely used, except in the most mountainous districts to bring 
turf down the precipitous roads ..... almost  every sort of stock 
known in this kingdom is to be found here in a day’s journey, 
but so crossed as to defy the possibility of distinguishing the 
original breeds ... the horses are bad.

Lewis's Topgraphical Dictionary, 
The famine brought about great changes - as we have 
seen that right up to the end of the century, conditions 
for the small farmer were precarious with very heavy 
rents. Nevertheless, conditions were improving - older 
people today can tell us that their parents and grand-
parents were rarely hungry. The farms became more 
than self sufficient.  It was no longer subsistence. Corn 
was still being grown though not in the same quantities 
as in the beginning of the century. Usually an acre or a 
half an acre. This was still sent to the mill with just a bag 
being kept for the horse. There would return 300cwt or 
so, while the mill owner retained 2 stone in payment. 
There was usually a pig or two bought in May, fattened 
and killed in November. The pig would usually be killed 
by a travelling pig man - it would then be 
salted - there are reports of this practice 
as recent as ten years ago! The second 
pig would be sold at the market - usually 
Enniskillen.
Hens and other fowl were kept with the 
eggs being exchanged for groceries in the 
local shop. It has been estimated that at 
the beginning of the 20th century fowl 
were bringing in the same income that 
corn used to during the mid 1800s.
 
Farms were self sufficient - all the veg-
etables for the family table were grown. 
Of course the main one was the potato 

but other vegetables especially those that grew in the 
colder seasons were grown - cabbage, turnips etc. These 
were often fed to the animals as well. However before 
the famine this was not the case the, OS Memoirs 1835:
Turnips or other food for cattle is never sown in large quantities 
nor in fact at all, except a small portion in the neighbourhood 
of some of the gentlemen’s demesnes.
The potato was the only crop grown for the family - grain 
was for rent!
The following statistics are for the whole of Ireland - 
however the genera trends would be reflected in this 
area:

This is the national trend - on actual farms the emphasis 
might be either  cattle or milk and butter - rarely both. 
Wheat and oats were commonly grown right up to the 
second world war - after the war the specialisation that 
we see today developed. 
Crop rotation was practised in the early part of the 
century. This was usually potatoes on the lea ground 
the first year - these were the best potatoes beacause the 
second year on the same ground were not as good. The 
following year would be oats or barley. The following 
years varied;-  in some cases another year of oats might 
follow, though usually the ground was left fallow and 
turned to grazing before the rotation would be repeated.

As can be seen from the table above butter and milk 
were the only product that continued to be important. 
In this area there is no doubt about its importance.  Folk 
memory of butter making is common. Milk in this area 
could not have been important, because of the distance 
of a suitable market. There were no creameries in the 

mid 1800s so unless the milk could be both transported 
to the town and a large buyer, found it was not a viable 
product. There is no doubt that very little milk was sold 
from this area. This made butter-making very important, 
because butter could be kept longer and several days' 
produce sent in 56lb butts to the markets at Blacklion 
and Enniskillen. The prices in Enniskillen were better 
but the cost of travel could often offset this. There were 
several different factors, that decided a farmer in this 
area to send to Enniskillen. It would depend upon the 
availability of suitable transport but also the amount of 
butter and time of year could decide. The importance of 
butter is reflected in the investment by a large number 
of farms in horse powered milk churn machines. (See 
report in chapter 9). These started  to appear in this area 
before the end of the last century. They continued to 
be acquired until the 1920’s. They all ceased produc-
tion as a direct result of the introduction of the nearest 
creamery. The first creamery was the Scottish Co-op in 
Enniskillen in 1889. Very few from this area could afford 
the transport. The Scottish Co-op opened an auxiliary 
in Blacklion in 1910. This was preceded by the creamery 
at Letterbreen set up by Springfield Co-op. 

Local memories.
John Maguire, Blacklion,  tells us about his  grand-
mother who would have been young then. She would 
remember the coming of the Railway. She would also 
have heard the old ones talk about the famine of 30 
years before but it would be like us hearing about the 
second world war. She told John about her father clear-
ing the old buildings from the Cottage Meadow after 
the Famine. It is hard to imagine all of those deserted 
homesteads. What is strange is the fact that the 0S map 
of the time does not show any buildings at all there. 
There can be only two possible explanations, either the 
OS did not record them or they were only temporary 
structures built in famine times and deserted during 
the same period. 

Hens and other fowl were kept with the eggs being exchanged for groceries in the local shop. It has been 
estimated that at the beginning of the 20th century fowl were bringing in the same income that corn used 
to during the mid 1800s. 
  
Farms were self sufficient - all the vegetables for the family table were grown. Of course the main one was 
the potato but other vegetables especially those that grew in the colder seasons were grown - cabbage, 
turnips etc. These were often fed to the animals as well. However before the famine this was not the case 
the, OS Memoirs 1835: 
Turnips or other food for cattle is never sown in large quantities nor in fact at all except a small portion in the neighbourhood of 
some of the gentlemen’s demesnes.15 
The potato was the only crop grown for the family - grain was for rent! 
As can be seen from the table below butter and milk were the only product that continued to be 
important. In this area there is no doubt about its importance.  Folk memory of butter making is common. 
Milk in this area could not have been important because of the distance of a suitable market. There were 
no creameries in the mid 1800s so unless the milk could be both transported to the town and a large buyer 
found it was not a viable product. There is no doubt that very little milk was sold from this area. This 
made butter making very important because butter could be kept longer and several days produce sent in 
56lb butts to the markets at Blacklion and Enniskillen. The prices in Enniskillen were better but the cost of 
travel could often offset this. There were several different factors that decided a farmer in this area to send 
to Enniskillen. It would depend upon the availability of suitable transport but also the amount of butter 
and time of year could decide. The importance of butter is reflected in the investment by a large number of 
farms in horse powered milk churn machines. These started  to appear in this area before the end of the 
last century. They continued to be acquired until the 1920's. They all ceased production as a direct result of 
the introduction of the nearest creamery. The first creamery was the Scottish Coop in Enniskillen in 1889. 
Very few from this area could afford the transport. The Scottish Coop opened an auxiliary in Blacklion in 
1910. This was followed by the creamery at Letterbreen set up by Springfield Coop.  
The following statistics are for the whole of Ireland - however the general trends would be reflected in this 
area: 
 
  
Crops 1840 1876 1908 1928 
Wheat, 
oats & 
barley 

32% 10% 5% 3% 

Potatoes 22% 2% 2% <1% 
Cattle 10% 23% 24% 24% 
Butter & 
Milk 

14% 22% 23% 21% 

Sheep 2% 8% 8% 11% 
Eggs 2% 4% 9% 12% 
 
This is the national trend - on actual farms the emphasis might be either  cattle or milk and butter - rarely 
both. Wheat and oats were commonly grown right up to the second world war - after the war the 
specialisation that we see today developed.  
Crop rotation was practiced in the early part of the century. This was usually potatoes on the lea ground 
the first year - these were the best potatoes beacuse the second year on the same ground were not as good. 
The following year would be oats or barley. The following years varied;-  in some cases another year of 
oats might follow though usually the ground was left fallow and turned to grazing before the rotation 
would be repeated. (Check local contributions for this - check with Ignatius Maguire - check creameries) 
RELGION AND EDUCATION 
To understand the development of schools and churches in the area we need to look back at the affects of 
the PENAL TIMES.  
 
CHURCHES: 
There are the remains of four mediaval churches in this area. It  is not immediately obvious why they 
should all be ruins dating from the same period. Why did they suddenly, at around the same time, fall into 
disuse?  Firstly let us read what Livingstone had to say about the Penal Times: 

The various anti-Catholic laws that were made by the Irish Parliament after the Treaty of Limerick (1691) are generally 
called the Penal Laws. There had, indeed, been many antiCatholic laws passed before this period, but the anti-Catholic 
legislation was far from being complete. The seventeenth century finalised the British conquest of Ireland. At the beginning of 
the eighteenth century there remained the enormous task of converting the Irish Catholic masses to the Protestant faith. This 
was the primary purpose of the Penal Code. The laws had, however, a second object, and this was equal in importance to the 
first. They aimed at making the Irish Catholic people so poor, so ignorant, and so depraved that they would never revolt again. 
The mass of Irish land and wealth was now in Protestant planter hands, and that situation must never change.  

RELIGIOUS DISABILITIES OF CATHOLICS 
The means which the Irish Parliament adopted for the conversion of the Irish Catholics were very simple, if not too simple. By a 
law of 1697 all bishops, priests who exercised jurisdiction, vicars capitular, deans, archdeacons, and priests of religious orders, 
were ordered to leave Ireland and not to return. The parochial clergy were allowed to remain. By a law of 1703 they were bound 
to register in the first court held after June 24,1704. Each priest had to give his name, address, parish, age, and to state who 



Page 28

Belcoo 
Origin of the name.

For many years now the meaning of Belcoo had been 
thought to be “Béal Cú”  - taken to mean the “mouth of 
the hound”. Yet nearly forty years ago a more plausible 
explanation was given in the Clogher Record. This was 
based upon the name given in a report published in 1607. 
The name of the ford at Belcoo was given as Beallacownga-
more. The name “Beallacown” in Irish was most likely 
“Béal Átha Conga “. This translates as “a narrow neck, a 
strait where a river or lake contracts.” The following is 
an extract from Eamonn Ó Tuathail.’s article from the 
Clogher Record 1956. We include the full text as it covers 
the area from the Drowes river through Lough Melvin, 
Lough Macnean to the Shannon rising.
The boundaries of Co. Leitrim are described in an Inquisition 
taken at Dromahair in July, 1607.l5 For our purpose it will be 
sufficient to quote the part of the Inquisition relating to the 
north-eastern boundary, which stretches in a south-west 
direction from Donegal Bay to Belcoo. 
It extended from “the ocean sea,” at “Browndroite,” and  “from 
thence agaynste the streame of that ryver of Droysse and going 
oute of the ryver on the north side yt includeth quarter of lande 
called Carrowneboyhane, and into the river Owyn nefaerand, 
and then as the streame runneth into Lough Melvin, and so along 
the logh to Abbernelehe, and then includinge all the islands, yt 
extendeth eastwarde to Bunowyn Leighlehidd, and so mearing 
forward to Srahareogh near the river of Rowgy, from thence 
to Killtarsyne, and so followinge the streame of Killtarsnie, 
which boundeth Killytycownga a Moynterfloddaghane, from 
thence to Beallamullanegeyre, then to Beallenemialagh, then 
unto Lough vackneane, and so along the said logh between 
the islands of Rosscorky on the no and Innish Mc Dorragh on 
the sowthe, and so to Beallacowngamore, and then to Beal-
lucowngabegg, from thence it extendeth to Buncley Aghaarly, 
and so to Laigebunshanny 

In the following commentary the place-names are taken 
in the order in which they appear in the Inquisition. Bown-
droite is Bundrowse (Bun Drobhaise, or Bun Drobhaoiise 
at the mouth of the Drowse river. Carrowneboyhane is now 

Boyannagh, near on the northern shore of Lough Melvin. 
Owyn nefaerand is the little river which flows into Lough 
Melvin opposite Roskit Island. Abbernelehe was close to 
the Owyn nefaerand river. An t-Ath. P. Ó Maolagáin tells 
me thal six-inch O.S. map shows “Abhornaleha Bridge” 
here on the road from Garrison to Bundoran. The parish of 
Enishmissau (Inishmacsaint), “for soe much thereof as lieth 
within the said countie of Ffermannagh,” was bounded on 
the west “UPF Abberneleagh.”l6  Bunowyn Leighlehidd was 
probably al mouth of the stream that rises on the northern 
boundary Leglehid townland and flows into Lough Melvin 
opposite berry island. Srahareogh has not been identified. 
The river of Rowgy (Roogagh) flows into Lough Melvin, 
near Garrison. Killtarsnye has not been identified, but the 
stream of that name is, by position, identical with the Kilcoo 
river. Kiltycownga seems to have been on the Leitrim side 
of the Kilcoo river. An t-Ath. P. Ó Maolagáin suggests that 
river derives its present name (Kilcoo) from Killtycownga. 
Moyterfloddaghane (Muintear Feodachain, M. P(h)eoda-
chain) was name of a district in the barony of Clanawley. 
Beallmullanegeyre has not been identified. Beallenemialagh 
must, be the ford that is named four times in the Repertory 
of Inquisitions (v. supra). It is the last place recorded before 
reaching (Upper) Lough Macnean and cannot have been far 
from the northern end of this lake. At my request the Editor 
of the Record caused inquiries to be made about fords in 
this district. He has sent me the following note:— 
“There is trace of the name (Beallenemialagh) in the town-
land Tullybellina (pronounced Tullyballina), a Fermanagh 
townland on the border next Leitrim, in an angle between the 
Black River and a small stream that is the county boundary 
for some distance. Both waters join to continue the county 
boundary to Lough Macneane a short distance to the south. 
There is a ford leading across the small (unnamed) stream 
into Tullybellina; but much more notable is a set of great 
steppingstones, across the combined waters about a hun-
dred yards south of Tullybellina, leading into Drumkeenagh 
townland. There is a public right of way on both sides of the 
border to both fords. The upper one has been used a gool 
deal for cattle these past years because the owner involved 
on the lower one imposed a toll. A foot-path to the stepping-
stones is marked on the six-inch 0.S. map.” 
One or other of these fords is certainly our Beallenemialagh 
(Bealaghanemierlagh, etc.). The Irish form of the name in 
Father Dineen’s edition of Me Guidhir Fhearmanach, p.24, 
is Béal Atha na Méirleach, though the form in the MS. was 
Béul Atha na Meirdreach. The emendation is justified by 

the Anglicized spellings cited above. The letter d does not 
appear in the fourth word of the name in any one of them. 
Dinneen errs, however, in stating that the ford, or “the river,” 
is identical with the Arney river.l7

Logh vacknane is (Upper) Lough Macnean. Rosscorky is 
an island in this lake. Inish Mc Dorragh was another island 
in Lough Macnean, but the name is now obsolete. 
Beallacowngamore and Beallucowngabegg were the names 
of two fords in the river that joins Upper and Lower Lough 
Macnean, near Belcoo. John Dolan qives a short descrip-
tion of Lough Macnean in his History of Fermanagh, written 
in 1718—1719.l8  (Dolan regards the two lakes as a unit 
and does not distinguish between Upper and Lower Lough 
Macnean.) “ About ye middle of this lough (he writes) there 
is but a small arm like a large river for about an English mile 
. . . and over this arm is a fine large ford called. Belco . . . 
” The Irish form of the name, without the adjectives “more, 
begg,” was probably Beal Atha Conga (Cunga). A ford on 
a river connecting two lakes in the parish of Atlymas, Co. 
Mayo, was called Béal Átha Conga (Cunga)l9.The meaning 
of Conga seems to be “a narrow neck, a strait where a river 
or lake contracts.”20 Belcoo is the modem Anglicized form of 
Béal Átha Conga . The vocalization of ng in Conqa (cowgna), 
giving “ coo,” is paralleled in the present-day pronunciation 
of Cunga (Chaoil Ghabhla),21 a place in Fermanagh which 
is locally known as “ the Cooey.”22 
Buncley Aghaarly has not been identified. It was between 
Belcoo and Laigebunshanny (Lag Buin Sionna), the source 
of the Shannon, in Co. Cavan. The Leitrim-Cavan boundary 
here, as delimited in the Inquisition, was a few miles further 
to the east than it is at present. 
I am greatly indebted to an t-Athair P. Ó Maolagáin for help, 
generously given, in identifying some the place-names in 
the Journal of Sir William Russell and in the Leitrim Inquisi-
tion of 1607. 

Eamonn Ó Tuathail.
Clogher Record 1956

l5. Description of Wes Connauqht, ed. 1. Hardiman, p. 347 b. 
l6. Inq. Cancell. Hib. Repert., Vol. 2, Appendix vi, col. 3. 
l7 Me Guidhir Fhearmanach, p. 112. 
l8 Cloqher Record, Vol. 1, No. 3, p. 134.
19 Hogan’s Onomasticon, p. 105 a.
20 Joyce’s Irish Names of Places. Vol. ii, p. 409. 
21Me Guidhir Fhermanach, p. 59. 
22 Clogher Record. Vol. 1, No. 2. p. 34.
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Belcoo Barracks today is McCann's Drapery Store

Belcoo Barracks in the 1920's
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TOWNLANDS 1841 1851 Decrease % 
Abocurragh 62 36 -42% 
Abohill 43 16 -63% 
Aghavas 59 40 -32% 
Aughrim 17 16 -6% 
Ballintempo 18 17 -6% 
Ballysooragh 34 29 -15% 
Ballysroonagh 46 31 -33% 
Belcoo east 66 62 -6% 
Belcoo west 64 44 -31% 
Carrickabweehan 18 16 -11% 
Carrickadranton 4 7 75% 
Carrickaloughran  8 4 -50% 
Carrickmacflaherty  0 0  
Carrickmacsparr 12 19 58% 
Carricknaseer  11 12 9% 
Carrontreema 73 41 -44% 
Carrownalegg 0 0  
Cavancarragh 105 56 -47% 
Cavanmore 34 34 0% 
Cavantreeduff  13 14 8% 
Cleggan 48 28 -42% 
Coasan  12 17 42% 
Cornacully 98 71 -28% 
Cornagee 150 65 -57% 
Cornahawla 33 33 0% 
Corralea  65 46 -29% 
Corrateskin  77 55 -29% 
Corraderrybrock 21 19 -10% 
Corryglass 36 35 -3% 
Creenagho 15 13 -13% 
Crottan 74 50 -32% 
Dereens West 56 32 -43% 
Dornagagh 29 17 -41% 
Drumaran  107 41 -62% 
Drumawillan 22 10 -55% 
Drumconlan 31 19 -39% 
Drumcoo 45 46 2% 
Drumcully 98 107 9% 
Drumelly  76 45 -41% 
Drumharriff  40 26 -35% 
Drumkeenagh  29 33 14% 
Drumman 11 18 64% 
Gardenhill 76 25 -67% 

Population figure for each Townland in 
1841 as a %

The Famine Statistics

TOWNLANDS 1841 1851 Decrease % 
Abocurragh 62 36 -42% 
Abohill 43 16 -63% 
Aghavas 59 40 -32% 
Aughrim 17 16 -6% 
Ballintempo 18 17 -6% 
Ballysooragh 34 29 -15% 
Ballysroonagh 46 31 -33% 
Belcoo east 66 62 -6% 
Belcoo west 64 44 -31% 
Carrickabweehan 18 16 -11% 
Carrickadranton 4 7 75% 
Carrickaloughran  8 4 -50% 
Carrickmacflaherty  0 0  
Carrickmacsparr 12 19 58% 
Carricknaseer  11 12 9% 
Carrontreema 73 41 -44% 
Carrownalegg 0 0  
Cavancarragh 105 56 -47% 
Cavanmore 34 34 0% 
Cavantreeduff  13 14 8% 
Cleggan 48 28 -42% 
Coasan  12 17 42% 
Cornacully 98 71 -28% 
Cornagee 150 65 -57% 
Cornahawla 33 33 0% 
Corralea  65 46 -29% 
Corrateskin  77 55 -29% 
Corraderrybrock 21 19 -10% 
Corryglass 36 35 -3% 
Creenagho 15 13 -13% 
Crottan 74 50 -32% 
Dereens West 56 32 -43% 
Dornagagh 29 17 -41% 
Drumaran  107 41 -62% 
Drumawillan 22 10 -55% 
Drumconlan 31 19 -39% 
Drumcoo 45 46 2% 
Drumcully 98 107 9% 
Drumelly  76 45 -41% 
Drumharriff  40 26 -35% 
Drumkeenagh  29 33 14% 
Drumman 11 18 64% 
Gardenhill 76 25 -67% 
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Population figure for each Townland. 
The first figure , on top, for 1841. The, 
lower figure in italics, is 1851

Census figure for today are not shown in townlands so it is difficult to 
compare the decline for each townland from famine time to today.

 
Gortahurk 45 42 -7% 
Gortatole 11 6 -45% 
Gorteen 16 2 -88% 
Gortnaderg 0 0 37% 
Greaghaphort 6 10 67% 
Greaghnagleragh  31 22 -29% 
Greenwoodhill 55 31 -44% 
Kellagho 15 3 -80% 
Killycreen east 48 42 -12% 
Killycreen west 39 32 -18% 
Killyphort 28 19 -32% 
Kilrooskagh 59 55 -7% 
Kiltyfelan 71 50 -30% 
Lattone 56 66 18% 
Lurgan 22 20 -9% 
Meenarainey 38 45 18% 
Meenawargy 32 42 31% 
Moneyourgan 37 25 -32% 
Mullaghdan 30 14 -53% 
Mullaghmaddy 29 34 17% 
Mullan 23 29 26% 
Mullanawhinna 38 31 -18% 
Mullashellistragh 18 5 -72% 
Mullyard 29 16 -45% 
Mullyardlougher 30 33 10% 
Mullycovet 33 25 -24% 
Mullylusty 120 67 -44% 
Mullynavarnoge 5 4 -20% 
Ora Beg 35 21 -40% 
Point 55 34 -38% 
Rahallan 40 28 -30% 
Rushin 44 23 -48% 
Slapragh 27 37 37% 
Teebane 33 30 -9% 
Templenaffrin 19 15 -21% 
Tullybrack/Oranmore 30 31 3% 
Tullynacor 32 28 -12% 
Tullyrossmearan 47 26 -45% 
Tunadrum 12 9 -25% 
Toppan 60 53 -12% 
Tullinteskin 18 40 122% 
Tullybellina 17 16 -6% 
Rosscorkey Island 5 9 80% 
Iniskeen 7 8 14% 
 3200 2415 -25% 
 
TOWNLANDS 1841 1851  % +/- 
Abocurragh 62 36 -42% 
Abohill 43 16 -63% 
Aghavas 59 40 -32% 
Aughrim 17 16 -6% 
Ballintempo 18 17 -6% 
Ballysooragh 34 29 -15% 
Ballysroonagh 46 31 -33% 
Belcoo east 66 62 -6% 
Belcoo west 64 44 -31% 
Carrickabweehan 18 16 -11% 

TOWNLANDS 1841 1851 Decrease % 
Abocurragh 62 36 -42% 
Abohill 43 16 -63% 
Aghavas 59 40 -32% 
Aughrim 17 16 -6% 
Ballintempo 18 17 -6% 
Ballysooragh 34 29 -15% 
Ballysroonagh 46 31 -33% 
Belcoo east 66 62 -6% 
Belcoo west 64 44 -31% 
Carrickabweehan 18 16 -11% 
Carrickadranton 4 7 75% 
Carrickaloughran  8 4 -50% 
Carrickmacflaherty  0 0  
Carrickmacsparr 12 19 58% 
Carricknaseer  11 12 9% 
Carrontreema 73 41 -44% 
Carrownalegg 0 0  
Cavancarragh 105 56 -47% 
Cavanmore 34 34 0% 
Cavantreeduff  13 14 8% 
Cleggan 48 28 -42% 
Coasan  12 17 42% 
Cornacully 98 71 -28% 
Cornagee 150 65 -57% 
Cornahawla 33 33 0% 
Corralea  65 46 -29% 
Corrateskin  77 55 -29% 
Corraderrybrock 21 19 -10% 
Corryglass 36 35 -3% 
Creenagho 15 13 -13% 
Crottan 74 50 -32% 
Dereens West 56 32 -43% 
Dornagagh 29 17 -41% 
Drumaran  107 41 -62% 
Drumawillan 22 10 -55% 
Drumconlan 31 19 -39% 
Drumcoo 45 46 2% 
Drumcully 98 107 9% 
Drumelly  76 45 -41% 
Drumharriff  40 26 -35% 
Drumkeenagh  29 33 14% 
Drumman 11 18 64% 
Gardenhill 76 25 -67% 

 
Gortahurk 45 42 -7% 
Gortatole 11 6 -45% 
Gorteen 16 2 -88% 
Gortnaderg 0 0 37% 
Greaghaphort 6 10 67% 
Greaghnagleragh  31 22 -29% 
Greenwoodhill 55 31 -44% 
Kellagho 15 3 -80% 
Killycreen east 48 42 -12% 
Killycreen west 39 32 -18% 
Killyphort 28 19 -32% 
Kilrooskagh 59 55 -7% 
Kiltyfelan 71 50 -30% 
Lattone 56 66 18% 
Lurgan 22 20 -9% 
Meenarainey 38 45 18% 
Meenawargy 32 42 31% 
Moneyourgan 37 25 -32% 
Mullaghdan 30 14 -53% 
Mullaghmaddy 29 34 17% 
Mullan 23 29 26% 
Mullanawhinna 38 31 -18% 
Mullashellistragh 18 5 -72% 
Mullyard 29 16 -45% 
Mullyardlougher 30 33 10% 
Mullycovet 33 25 -24% 
Mullylusty 120 67 -44% 
Mullynavarnoge 5 4 -20% 
Ora Beg 35 21 -40% 
Point 55 34 -38% 
Rahallan 40 28 -30% 
Rushin 44 23 -48% 
Slapragh 27 37 37% 
Teebane 33 30 -9% 
Templenaffrin 19 15 -21% 
Tullybrack/Oranmore 30 31 3% 
Tullynacor 32 28 -12% 
Tullyrossmearan 47 26 -45% 
Tunadrum 12 9 -25% 
Toppan 60 53 -12% 
Tullinteskin 18 40 122% 
Tullybellina 17 16 -6% 
Rosscorkey Island 5 9 80% 
Iniskeen 7 8 14% 
 3200 2415 -25% 
 
TOWNLANDS 1841 1851  % +/- 
Abocurragh 62 36 -42% 
Abohill 43 16 -63% 
Aghavas 59 40 -32% 
Aughrim 17 16 -6% 
Ballintempo 18 17 -6% 
Ballysooragh 34 29 -15% 
Ballysroonagh 46 31 -33% 
Belcoo east 66 62 -6% 
Belcoo west 64 44 -31% 
Carrickabweehan 18 16 -11% 
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The famine in this area.
So how badly affected was this area during the famine? 
The first year, 1845, most of Fermanagh seems to have 
been relatively unaffected. Three bad reports were re-
turned by the constabulary reports. 
These were for Arney, Derrygonnelly and Letterbreen.
Fermanagh, Enniskillen 1 Nov 1845.
"There appears to be a deficiency of one sixth of the crop com-
pared with that of last year but the people do not complain 
much of rot, the potatoes, though small, appear healthy"

Fermanagh, Arney 1 Nov 1845.
E Dunsterville Esq Subdistrict Inspector.
The desease is very prevalent in two subdistricts, Letterbreen 
and Macken, elsewhere the crop is generally fine and abundant.
Fermanagh, Arney. 
Generally throughout this district the rot is becoming daily 
more alarming, a great proportion of the crop has been pitted 
or housed. Every description of land has produced tainted 
potatoes.

Fermanagh Derrygonnelly.
I beg to state for the information of the Inspector General 
that the rot in the potato in this district seems to be extend-
ing since my last report. Some which were considered quite 
sound one day become in a few daysso  tainted as to be useless. 
The people do not appear to be using any means to prevent 
the spread of the desease although reports of the Committee 
have been circulated among them. They still continue the 
old plan of pitting and preserving the potatoes. There is still 
a great proportion  of the crop growing and the farms are 
mountainous., they will not be so good as those already raised. 
No attempt to have been made to process food in any shape  
from the tainted root, if the least rot appears in the potato it 
is thrown out the people  being unwilling to use any part of 
it or even give it to their cattle.

Hamilton Rowan Subdistrict Inspector.
13 Dec 1845
The complaints have nearly subsided, there is an ample sup-
ply if the desease extends no further.

2 Jan 1846
The desease has not extended and complaints have ceased. 
Potatoes are of good quality and selling 3p to 31/2p per stone.
So only 1/6 of the crop seems to have been affected and 
later in the year the distress recorded seemed to have 
subsided. So the famine did not affect Fermanagh too 
badly in the first year, 1845.  It is also probable that in 
the first year the emergency resources of the people 
would have been sufficient. These resources could not 
have survived the later years of the famine. Real distress 

did not seem to hit the area until late 1846, and the 
winter of 1847. The widespread relief works, the famine 
roads, are an indication of this. The Rev Mr. McQuaide, 
PP, attended the Board of Guardians in Enniskillen to 
speak of the distress in the Holywell district. He said 
there were 250 families of all denominations and to his 
own knowledge, 100 families in complete destitution.
Mr Bracken and the other Guardians knew the char-
acter of the land. It was barren and unproductive. In 
fact he believed the mountain parish of Cleenish to be 
the worst in the country.
The famine, as we have seen had a devastating effect 
on the population of Ireland and was no less so in this 
area. After the famine of 1845 and the later years the 
population dropped by 25%. However the effects were 
not evenly felt throughout the area. Some townlands 
had a loss of 50%, losing in that short period half of its 
population while in some other townlands there was 
actually an increase! Many townlands, furthermore, 
were seemly unaffected. There really is no way of 
telling the facts behind these strange statistics. There 
was certainly a lot of migration between townlands 
and influxes of peoples from outside the area. The 
townlands with a large drop in population can be as-
sumed to have been seriously affected through death 
and emigration. It is possible that the "stable" numbers 
might have hidden many deaths and might have been 
supplemented back up to their original number by 
people from outside the area. However a study of the 
breakdown of numbers of houses and females/males 
in each townland suggests, that in many cases where 
the numbers remained more or less the same, the family 
groupings were largely unaffected. This was probably 
the case in Lattone for instance.
Local stories
Treasurer Hassard of Gardenhill devised a coffin with 
a false bottom, which could be used an indefinite 
number of times. 
He also had a plentiful supply of turnips, he pinned a 
notice on his gates:
“take a turnip/ if you are hungry take two 
But not three, or I take you”



Page 34

Famine Roads
Most people have at one time or another heard about 
famine roads. Yet there is very little really known about 
them. Their distribution and condition remains, for the 
most part, unrecorded. There will usually be one or two 
people in each area who may know something about their 
whereabouts in their own locality but few will know of 
any others in adjacent areas. Within a locality their exist-
ence might be "common knowledge" but  there seems to 
have been no attempt to collate this information. In many 
cases the knowledge has been "lost".  Hence the lack of 
recognition given to these features. Yet they are one of 
the few remaining features to survive the Great Famine 
of 150  years ago and are a stark physical reminder of a 
very sad era in our history. They are in fact an important 
part of our heritage. Yet they are but humble earthen 
monuments to be found in the ordinary  fields around 
the country. 
What do we mean by “famine roads”. These were relief 
work schemes carried out during the famine years of 
1846/47. The most distinguishing feature of most of them 
was the fact that they tended to be going nowhere and 
were mostly abandoned in an unfinished state. On the 
other hand many would indeed have been completed 
and are now part of our modern road system but the 
ones that we refer to, as famine roads, are those which 
remain as they were when they were suddenly abandoned 
150 years ago.
In modern famine relief (we are familiar with famine in 
India or Africa) the first priority is always to provide food 
for the starving. That was not so in Ireland at the time of 
the Great Famine. The government then was dominated 
by a ‘laissez-faire’ economic philosophy. According to this 
philosophy, a government could not supply food even 
to the starving; that task belonged to food suppliers and 
importers. The most a government could do was provide 
work. This means of relief had been used successfully 
on several previous,  lesser famines, in Ireland. Govern-
ment work projects, since they were financed from taxes 
(i.e. public funds) were called ‘Public Works’. With the 
wages earned on public works, the starving could buy 
food supplied by traders and shops. 
There were no public works in that first year of the 

famine, 1845. In that year the government bought sup-
plies of Indian corn with the intention, not of giving it 
to the starving, but rather to sell it! The main purpose 
was to keep the price of food down. It was to be sold at 
full market prices. 
The following request was made in Blacklion:
Killyglasson
Dec 7 1846
I am directed by the Killinagh poor Relief Committee to inform you 
that Col McGregor has directed the Police Constables at Blacklion 
and Dowra to assist in the dealing out the meal to the poor but that 
he has not any fund at his disposal from which he can remunerate 
them for their trouble.  We wish to enquire whether the Commis-
sioners Dept will pay for this.

George Irwin

I am directed to state in reply to your enquiry that the whole of the 
expenses incidental to the sale of food by a relief committee should be 
included in the price charged for it with the first cost and that there 
is not any other way in which those expenses can be properly charged.

In its limited objectives it was successful. The prime min-
ister Robert Peel was credited with the fact, that nobody 
was supposed to have died in his period in office. Closer 
to the truth was the fact that the year 1845 was not a 
real famine.  The next government, Lord Russell, Prime 
Minister, 1847, refused to follow this policy in response to 
complaints from traders and others with vested interests. 
They followed the existing philosophy of the day, that 
the market would provide sufficient imported food. The 
market responded to food shortages by vastly increased 
prices resulting in great hardship.
The famine public works could be described as being 
in two phases, the first was in the first half of the year 
1846, until August, the second phase lasted until March 
1847 when the public works were phased out until they 
were completely closed down in May. They were to be 
replaced by the soup kitchens.
The first phase refers to the system, whereby the public 
works were financed on a half grant from the imperial 
treasury with the other half of the funds being raised by 
local taxation. There was also a system of fixed wages. 
After August 1846 all the funds were to be raised lo-

cally. The treasury could advance a loan for approved 
schemes. There was also a new payment by results scheme 
after August 1846. 
So let us look at how the payment by results scheme 
came about and its effect. Before August the daily rate 
of pay was usually fixed at 9d or 10d a day. It was set at 
a rate below the usual rate of employment in the area, 
so that it would not take workers away from private 
employment or even from working their own farms. 
However the government concluded that even at such 
a low rate people were abandoning working their own 
farms and that the fixed rate was believed “to encourage 
and reward idleness”. So, in August 1846,  a payment 
by results system was introduced. This was disastrous 
for the people. The scheme was supposed to reward 
good workers and penalise “indolent or troublesome 
workers”. In fact what happened was that with spiral-
ling prices and increasing weakness from hunger and 
hardship in the bad winter of 1846/47 meant workers 
couldn’t even earn the lower rates and furthermore were 
not able to extract themselves from a downward spiral 
of being too hungry and weak to earn the food, that 
could have left them more able to work. The hardship 
was further exacerbated by administrative problems 
with dealing with such unprecedented numbers and 
wages. Delays in wages resulted, in many cases, in death.
There were almost 100,000 employed on these works 
by August 1846 throughout Ireland and by March 1847 
there were 3/4 million employed.  However,  Fermanagh 
was one of the few counties not using such relief works 
in August 1846. However, by autumn 1846 Fermanagh 
had started a wide range of road building schemes. By 
March 1847 there were 6,805 employed, as a comparison 
there  were 23,266 employed in Cavan! The total for the 
whole of Ireland was 728,738. By this time the govern-
ment recognised that the whole scheme was a failure 
and they decided to abandon it. It had been a strong 
principle of the time not to give “outdoor relief” in the 
form of food. It, however, had become clear to a reluc-
tant British government that what the people needed 
was food, people were dying by the thousands from 
starvation by this time. So the government announced 
in March, that the public works would be phased out 
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from March, to be completely closed down in May 1847. 
They were to be replaced by soup kitchens.

Impartial Reporter 13th March, 1847
Office of Public Works, 12 March, 1847.
"That from Saturday 20th March, the number of persons 
employed on the Relief Works will be reduced not less than 
20 per cent, and the remainder be further diminished by 
successive reductions, in the proportions and at times to be 
hereafter fixed, until a new system of Relief under the 10th 
Vict, cap. 7, shall have been brought into full operation." 
(Soup kitchens)

The means by which those to be discharged was laid out:
"discharge...all persons employed holding 10 acres of land 
upwards even if they should exceed the proportion of 20%.
If the number of such persons should not amount to the 
proportion above stated, those persons to be discharged who 
hold the largest amount of land (although less than 10 acres) 
or of other property of any description.
You will enforce strict and constant attendance of the La-
bourers from 6am to 6pm... call the Roll every morning at 6 
o’clock, and from every person who does not attend at that 
hour, deduct a quarter of a day’s pay; from those who do 
not appear before 9 o’clock, deduct half a days pay. Those 
who come after that hour will not be employed during the 
day. The roll will also be called at 6pm, and no payment 
whatsoever will be allowed to any who does not appear.
You will discharge all children under the age of 9 years of 
age and all women who are not supporters of families.
You will, as far as possible discontinue the employment of 
all horses or assess." 
By order 
JOS C WALKER, Secretary.

This means that the famine roads in Fermanagh were 
worked on for barely 8 months before being abruptly 
abandoned.
The total cost of employing 3/4  million people for the 
few months was nearly three times the cost of feeding 
four times that number with the soup kitchens in 1847 
when 3 million were in receipt of cooked food.
The inability to supervise properly the selection of 
schemes meant that many almost useless schemes were 
undertaken. The sudden closure of the works left them 
in an unfinished state and their lack of real usefulness 
meant that they were never likely to merit completion.

The abrupt end to the relief scheme was not popular 
with the starving people. The provision of cooked food,  
though welcome, was seen to be humiliating and was 
not without its own problems. From the outset it would 
seem that the kitchens were slow in starting up. There 
are reports that the absence of these kitchens when the 
relief works finished caused great hardship in Ferman-
agh. This is clearly reflected in the increased numbers 
seeking relief in the workhouses.
Yet even before the public works ceased the numbers 
applying to the workhouse were increasing. What in 
fact was the role of the workhouse during the famine?
The workhouse system actually preceded the famine as 
it was set up as a system to care for the destitute during 
normal times. The workhouses continued in operation 
long after the famine, continuing right up to the 1940’s. 
They were based upon an act passed in 1837 and when 
building commenced in the 1840’s most were set up 
surprisingly quickly so that by 1845, 118 of the 130 work-
houses planned, were built. The Enniskillen workhouse 
opened in 1845. The workhouse was supposed to care 
for the normal poverty of the country, accommodation 
for the whole country was estimated to cater for 1% of 
the population at any one time, an estimated 100,000 
paupers.  At the height of the famine 50% of the popula-
tion required support! Following the principles of the 
time outdoor relief was specifically forbidden. To qualify 
for relief it was not enough to be just poor, a person 
would have to be destitute, and have no other alterna-
tive but to submit to the workhouse restrictions. Life in 
the workhouse was to be a deterrent to all but the most 
desperate. Work of an “irksome” nature was to be used, 
food was to be deliberately inferior and monotonous, the 
regime rigid and disciplinarian. Families were divided, 
male and females separated. Even the building itself was 
to be uniform and unattractive. The punitive nature of 
the workhouse was so designed to deter applicants and 
to further deter inmates from wanting to remain any 
longer than absolutely necessary. So in the early part of 
the famine they were hardly half full. Yet by the middle 
of 1847 they were turning away people. 

The Erne Packet March 11 1847
DESTITUTION IN FERMANAGH

Hundreds of emaciated creatures on the verge of the grave 
from destitution, weekly present themselves to the guardians 
for admission into the workhouse. From this concourse the 
most distressing cases are generally selected, and indeed 
the task of selecting seems to be a difficult one owing to 
the extreme misery which seems to pervade the entire body 
of applicants. Poverty seems to be daily extending itself 
throughout the county. In Derrygonnelly, Churchill, and 
all that neighbourhood, but for the benevolent and untir-
ing exertions of the Marquis of Ely, in dispensing relief, 
the condition of the peasantry would be miserable in the 
extreme. We need not however, mention particular districts, 
for misery is prominent in every direction, whithersoever 
we turn, and but for the resident landlords and gentry, who 
are making every exertion to stay its progress, its aspect 
would be more frightfully appalling.

Yet even refuge in the workhouse did not mean salva-
tion. Deaths from fever and other illnesses were very 
high, especially from spring 1847 onwards. 

The Erne Packet March 11 1847
ENNISKILLEN POORHOUSE

From Saturday until Tuesday last the number of deaths 
from fever and dysentery in our poorhouse numbered 19; 
and 31 during the previous week. - We believe there is not 
a department in the institution which has not been visited 
by one or other of these diseases. The master is at the mo-
ment confined to his bed of fever, and the schoolmistress 
is recovering after a most virulent attack. Between disease 
and famine the condition of the country is miserable indeed.

Workhouses and Outside Relief
At the outset of the famine, the principle of giving no 
outside relief still applied. As we have seen the public 
works were a complete failure, with starvation and 
deaths increasing rapidly in the Spring of 1847. The 
increasing numbers applying for the workhouses re-
flected this. At the end of February 1847 there were 1,126 
paupers in the Enniskillen house, by May the number 
had increased to 1,433. This large increase was related 
to the closing of the public works and the delays in 
setting up the soup kitchens. The maximum numbers 
that could be accommodated in Ireland was 114,129, 
although this was increased to 308,885 by 1852. It was 
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clear that the workhouse could only support a relatively 
small percentage of the numbers requiring relief. The 
bulk of the relief during the famine 
was to be dealt with by outdoor re-
lief. However the workhouse Board 
of Guardians and the Poor Law rates 
raised as local taxes were the means 
whereby the outdoor relief was to be 
provided. During the early famine 
years, outside relief was organised 
by voluntary Relief Committees, the 
government of the day avoiding direct 
involvement. In August 1847 the vol-
untary local relief committees role in 
providing relief was to be taken over 
by the board of guardians of the work-
house. All relief, both workhouse and 
outdoor was to be financed by these 
local taxes, the British treasury refused 
most requests for additional support, 
yet most Unions were in severe debt 
and short of funds. Enniskillen union 
was no exception. So the government 
was still opposed in principle to any 
system of outdoor relief. They 
regarded the Temporary Relief 
Act as a short term expedient 
which was ‘necessarily of a nature 
contrary to all sound principles’. 
Unlike the public works, labour was 
not demanded in return for relief and, 
contrary to the basic ethos of the Poor 
Law, recipients did not have to be ab-
solutely destitute. In fact the Act, albeit 
temporarily, broadened the definition 
of what constituted ‘destitution’. .... 
Most of the relief provided under the 
Temporary Relief Acts was to be free. 
The Relief Commissioners described 
three categories of people who were 
eligible for this form of relief: 
firstly, ‘destitute, helpless or impotent 
persons’; 
secondly, ‘destitute, able-bodied 
persons, not holding land’; and 
thirdly, ‘able-bodied persons who 
held small portions of land’. 

A further category of people was allowed to purchase food 
at the soup kitchens, namely, employed able-bodied persons 

whose wages were insufficient to maintain 
their families. 
Relief under the Temporary Relief Act was pro-
vided in the form of soup, by which was meant 
‘any food cooked in a boiler, and distributed 
in a liquid state, thick or thin, and whether 
composed of meat, fish, vegetables, grain or 
meal’. Soup was to be made according to one 
of the various prescribed recipes and was to be 
accompanied by either one and a half pounds 
of bread, or one pound of biscuit, flour, grain or 
meal. If the soup had been thickened by grain, 
only a quarter ration of these was provided.

This Great Calamity , Christine Kinealy, p147

The soup kitchens in this area were prob-
ably set up in May 1847. Lurgan chimney is 
supposed to be a famine soup kitchen. The 
following is a request for a soup boiler for 
Florencecourt: 
Florencecourt March 1847

The Florencecourt Relief Committee of the Barony of 
Clanawley, Co Fermanagh (The Earl of Enniskillen 
in the chair ) understanding that the Government 
will give soup boilers gratuitously have directed me 
to write to you to request that you will cause a boiler 
capable of 140 gallons to be set here as soon as pos-
sible. They would respectfully suggest that there be 
as little delay as possible otherwise many lives may 
be sacrificed. 

To Sir Randolf Routh esq
NAD Relief Commission II/2 Fermanagh, 12415

Another example, again from the Florence-
court area, of relief being provided illustrates 
the problem of funding free food. Money 
was raised locally and the treasury could 
grant an equivalent amount. 

Florencecourt April 2 1847
Sir
 I have submitted your letter of the 10th March 
with reference to his excellency the Lord Lieutenant’s 
donation of £371 to this district and another letter 
on the same subject from the office of the assistant 
Commissioner General, Sligo dated March 25 to the 

Florencecourt relief committee which did not meet till the 31st as a 
speedier answer should have been sent.
The local subscription of £371 has been invested by the Earl of En-
niskillen (Chairman) in the purchase of flour, a bakery has been 
established and bread sold generally throughout the District at cost 
price. It is the unanimous opinion of the Committee that continu-
ance of this system will prove most beneficial whereas if the local 
subscription was expended in affording gratuitous relief it would be 
speedily exhausted and but little good affected. Lord Enniskillen will 
readily submit the accounts for the inspection and the donation of 
£371 will be applied in such a manner as his Excellency may direct.
I have the honour of being your most humble servant
Thomas Robb (clerk) 
sec 
Relief Comm F’crt.

NAD Relief Commission II/2 Fermanagh, 17204 
Famine Road Locations.
There is a surprising number of Famine roads in this area 
still intact. The Holywell road is a classic example of an 
unnecessary project, it would have been handy, at the 
time to have this road making a short-cut from Holywell 
onto the Enniskillen road, bypassing Belcoo,  which was 
a fairly insignificant village at the time. However the 
work involved a very large excavation right through a 
hill, through solid limestone rock! The broken rock would 
probably have been intended for use on other parts of the 
road.  The work on this section had barely begun when 

Lurgan Famine Chimney

Tommy McGourty at the Famine 
Pot at Doobally Chapel, near 
Dowra 
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Mullaghdun Famine Road

Famine Roads
 in the Belcoo/Mullaghdun 

area

A good example of 
stonework on a Famine 
road

Road was being cut 
through solid rock!

Holywell Famine Road

Corrydeybrock 
Famine Road

it was abandoned. Just beyond this is a very good example of the use of stonework to 
build up the road to a level above the lower ground.
Mullaghdun famine road is also quite strange. It appears to be heading towards the Arney 
river, it never got that far. It was clearly not required as it was never finished.
Corrderrybrock  famine road is definitely a waste of time. It runs parallel with the main 
road offering no obvious advantage except, that it is slightly higher and is kept slightly 
more level.
There are three other famine roads close to this area. The nearest is at "The Moy" in 
Letterbreen. This road is over 3 miles long running parallel to the existing road. It is 
remarkable in its ambition to create a level road to replace the very hilly road that is still 
there. In most sections it was dug down through the hillsides and in other places massive 

embankments were built up. Yet it had 
several unfinished gaps and was not  
worthwhile finishing after the famine.
The next remnant is near Boho, at 
Drumhirk and adjacent townlands. 
This was just to be a short-cut with no 
obvious advantage over the line of the 
existing road.
The strangest one of all is on the Mar-
lbank. At the time of the famine there 
was no road at all in this area, yet a road 
was to be built running from east to west 
with no connecting road to anywhere. 
Even more strange is that it ends up at 
a 100ft deep gorge, 50ft wide!
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INTRODUCTION

75,000 years ago ice sheets, one mile deep, covered Fermanagh. It was too cold to 
support any plant life. 40 - 30,000 years ago there were fluctuations in the climate. It 
was cold with two warmer phases recorded in Fermanagh from pollen taken from 
underneath a drumlin. The woolly mammoth would have been wandering around the 
countryside at this time! 13,000 years ago the climate became warmer. The landscape 
was grass, heathland and juniper scrub. The Giant Irish Deer roamed the uplands. 8000 
years ago the ice-age ended, the weather became increasingly warm. Dense woodlands 
developed and people arrived in Fermanagh.

MESOLITHIC

People have inhabited Ireland for over 8000 years since the glaciers of the last ice-age 
retreated. There is evidence of these early nomadic settlers in Fermanagh around the 
shores of Cushrush island in Lower Lough Macnean, where their mud-stone tools 
were found. These early settlers lived in small groups and got their food by hunting, 
fishing and gathering nuts, berries and other wild foods. They moved their camps to 
take advantage of seasonal resources. The group that found their way to Cushrush 
island would have taken advantage of the abundance of fish in the lough and caught 
the plentiful supply of rabbits (the local name for the island is Rabbit island). Unlike 
the later, neolithic, stone age people they did not have domesticated animals nor did 
they plant any crops. Most likely, these people wore animal skins and lived in simple 
round huts of sticks, twigs and the skins of the animals they hunted. It is most likely 
that when they moved camp they would leave the wooden frames behind and carry 
their valuable skins with them. They  usually lived  along rivers and lakes, as trees 
covered much of the country during this time, restricting travel to the waterways. 
Evidence of these Mesolithic people in Fermanagh has been found on Cushrush Island 
on Lower Lough  Macnean, where stone tools and crude flint and chert weapons have 
been found.  Recently some flint  spear  heads along with flint shards and axe head 
have been found on Inishee Island. These may also be mesolithic. 

SITE: 34. Cushrush Island, Lower Lough Macnean (ie No.  34 on the map)

Ancient Historical sites
NEOLITHIC

About 6000 years ago the idea of farming came into Ireland. Pioneer farmers probably 
arrived in small groups bringing domestic breeds of cattle, sheep, goat and pig with 
them as well as seed corn. 
The landscape was still densely wooded and settlement was on the hill sides where the 
woodland was sparser. But trees still needed to be chopped down and areas cleared for 
animals to be secured and homes to be built. A system of fields was imposed on this 
newly cleared landscape, the boundaries being formed by earthen banks, stone walls 
or even wooden fences. These field patterns can be seen today at the Ceide fields of 
County Mayo,  (only a few hours drive from here). The fields and remains of round 
houses have been preserved under bog.  In many ways their farming methods were 
similar to those of the more recent past. The transition from hunters to farmers would 
have been gradual and they would certainly have made use of all available resources 
by supplementing their farmed produce with game and wild food. However what 
distinguished them from  the later ages would be their ignorance of metal working. Yet 
the small amout of  evidence that we have of their highly organised farm layout and 
the absence of obvious rathifications might  suggest  a peaceful and civililised  people. 
These stone age people left many prominent monuments which have endured the 
millennia.  There are numerous remains of their communal stone burial tombs known 
as megalithic tombs. 
There are four main types of megalithic tombs, Court Tombs, Passage Tombs, Portal 
Tombs &  Wedge Tombs. The names come from the distinctive architectural features 
they display. Several good examples of these tombs survive on the hillsides surround-
ing Lough Macnean.

        
        

Note:-
Although the study area in this book is generally confined to the westen part of Cleenish par-
ish we need to include a much wider area when considering the ancient history. For example 
to appreciate the significance of stone age megalithics, we need include the complete upland 
region enclosing the Lough Macnean basin. However we will confine detailed descriptions of 
sites to those examples closest to the study area.
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Distribution of Court Tombs

From "History on your Doorstep" Fermanagh County Museum

Court Tombs....have an open area or ‘court’ at one end or some times at both ends 
thus called a Dual Court Tomb.

One of the best surviving examples of 
a dual Court Tomb is in Ballintempo 
forest at AGHANAGLACK  [57] on the 
road from Belcoo to Boho.
The tomb consists of two galleries back 
to back with chambers that open onto 
courts at either end of the rectangular 
cairn. The overall dimensions of the 
cairn are 23 metres long by 12 metres 
wide. Originally the galleries were 
roofed and the cairn mounded over 
the top so that access to the chambers 
was from the court area only.
This court tomb was excavated by 
Oliver Davis in 1938. Evidence of hu-
man burials were present in two of the chambers but surprisingly only two bodies 
were represented - one of a child 
3-6 years old, the other a youth of 
12-16 years old.
Pieces of decorated pottery were 
found together with 11 hollow 
scrapers, a flint javelin and a ser-
pentine bead.
This monument is now in State Care 
and is accessible by driving into 
Ballintempo forest, parking the car 
and then walking a short distance 
following signposts.

Commanding one of the finest 
views of Lower Lough Macnean, 
CARRICKMACSPARROW  [70] 

Court Tomb is situated on a level limestone terrace on the southern slopes of Belmore 
mountain. The tomb has been robbed of most of the original stone but the outline of 
the galleries and a now not very well defined court can be traced in the foundation 

layer. The gallery is 10.50 metres long by 2.30 metres wide. The length indicates 
that there was probably 3 chambers. There is now no evidence of the covering 
cairn material but often stones from cairns were removed for the building of field 
walls or structures.

Situated in wet rushy land at Meenaskeagh is CORNACULLY [37] Court Tomb. 
The site is slightly hidden by the addition of modern stone enclosures at the east and 
south, and by the dumping of field clearance boulders around the gallery.
This tomb has a wide forecourt leading into a gallery, 9 metres long, which had 3 
chambers. A large stone lies fallen in front of the entrance into the gallery. This may 
have been the lintel stone, while other  stone slabs now lying around the tomb may 
have been roofing stones. Some of the cairn material survives at the western end of 
the gallery.

MOYLEHID [73] Court Tomb lies on the tip of the eastern end of Belmore mountain. 
The view from the tomb is extensive, overlooking the Lough Erne basin to the east.
The cairn survives in a rectangular shape, 14 metres by 8.5 metres. The gallery is seg-
mented into 3 chambers. During the first Ordnance Survey in 1834, Royal Engineers 
are said to have dug and found human bones in the tomb.

Passage Tombs

Not far from Moylehid Court Tomb is another type of megalithic tomb called a  Passage 
Tomb. Passage tombs are the most impressive of the megaliths which survive. The 
most famous of these passage tombs are found in the Boyne Valley, Co.Meath - New 
Grange, Knowth and Dowth - or nearer to Fermanagh is the Carrowmore Passage 
tomb cemetery in Co. Sligo.

MOYLEHID Passage Tomb or the ‘Eagles Knoll’ [71], is typical, if smaller, than many 
passage tombs. It was excavated in 1894 by Plunkett who found a long narrow passage 
that led into a cruciform (cross-shaped) gallery. The passage and chambers were filled 
with cremated bone and amongst these were found beads and ‘hammer’ pendants. 
The gallery was originally in the centre of a round cairn 12.5 metres in diameter, the 
passage leading from the gallery to the exterior edge of the cairn. This site was used 
again for burial in the succeeding Bronze Age period when three cist burials (stone 
lined graves rather like a stone box) together with pottery were found, two of them in 
the eastern chamber, the other in the cairn material itself.This site is now surrounded 
by forestry and can be difficult to find although there is a forest break leading to it.

 
10. Legalough Druid’s Altar & Court Tomb 
12. Laghtadamel & The “Dumbies” Court cairn 
14. Clyhannagh; Court cairn. 
37. Cornacully Court Tomb 
 

57. Aghnaglack; Court Cairn 
60. Court Cairn; Carrickmacflaherty td 
70. Court Cairn; Carrickmacsparrow td 
73. Belmore, Court Cairn 
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Burren Wedge tomb [9]

Portal Tombs
The third type of  megalithic tomb is the Portal Tomb of which 

the tomb at KILROOSKAGH [47] may belong. Portal tombs 
were constructed using three large upright stones which 

supported a large capstone. Originally the structure 
would have been partially or totally covered by 

a cairn. Kilrooskagh has a chamber formed by 
three massive upright limestone slabs with 

two smaller loose slabs lying against them. 
The structure stands on a low grass cov-
ered limestone outcrop which could be 
mistaken for the remains of a cairn.

Wedge Tombs

The fourth type of megalithic tomb in Ireland is the Wedge Tomb. It takes its name 
from its wedge-like shape, sloping from front to rear and narrowing towards the back.
The nearest example of a wedge tomb to Belcoo is approx 4km south of Blacklion 
village in an area of forestry known as the BURREN. Within this plantation are fine 
examples of three of the megalithic types of tombs: a court tomb, a portal tomb and 
two wedge tombs.
The finest of the wedge tombs [9]  has a gallery 7.5 metres long covered by 5 large 
roofing stones. The roofing stone over the entrance is decorated with a style of carv-
ing known as cup and ring, (see Bronze Age Period, Cup and Ring Stone) The tomb 
is surrounded by a U-shaped cairn that is edged by kerb stones, some of which may 
still be identified. The front of the tomb has a straight facade made up of large flat 
slabs of stone.
The otherWedge Tomb  [8] in the Burren forestry has a ruined gallery of similar length. 
Only three of the roofing stones are still in their original positions, while not much of 
the kerb or entrance facade remains intact.
Wedge Tombs are believed to date to the transition period between the Neolithic 
period (first farm-
ers) and the suc-
ceeding Bronze 
Age period, 4500 
years ago.

BRONZE AGE 
PERIOD

About 4500 years 

ago a new metal working industry began in Ireland. Up till now stone had been the 
main material used to make tools. Rich veins of gold and copper were found, gold 
in the Wicklow mountains and possibly the Sperrins, and copper in  south west 
Ireland, particularly in Cork and Kerry. Tools of copper were made but it was soon 
discovered that if you mixed tin, probably imported from Cornwall, with copper it 
produces a harder metal called bronze. Bronze was used for the next 1500 years to 
make tools and weapons, until the discovery of iron.

Cup and Ring Stone

A limestone boulder with patterns known as cup and ring marks, at KILLYKEEGHAN 
[13],  on the Marlbank, may belong to this period of early metal prospectors. Most 
cup and ring patterned stones are concentrated in Cork and Kerry, the areas where 
major outcrops of copper ore occur and one of the only copper mines in Europe with 
a proven Bronze Age date has been located (Mount Gabriel, Co. Cork). There are 
numerous other theories relating to the purpose of the marks. Some of these theories 
are that the marks are sun-symbols; have a religious or magical significance; they are 
astronomical marks used in association with stone circles and standing stones; that 
many of the marks symbolise the mother-goddess, phallic symbols, or other parts 
of the human body in stylised form; Pilgrims’ marks, and many others!

Much of our evidence of the Bronze Age comes from the finding of metal objects. 
Fermanagh has a particularly dense concentration of sword finds from this period.

Bronze Age Burial sites

Another source of evidence comes from the many surviving burial sites, stone circles 
and alignments that are dotted arond  the countryside.

Burial styles during the Bronze Age are extremely varied. Bodies were unburnt or 
cremated, buried in stone lined graves known as cists, or in pit graves accompanied 
with elaborately decorated pottery bowls. These burials are either single burials or 
in cemeteries, sometimes covered by large cairns.

At Belcoo East/Belcoo West [53] is a Round Cairn which is now grass covered. The 
perimeter of the cairn is higher than the centre of the cairn which measures 19.5 
metres in diameter. 

Kilrooskagh
Portal Tomb
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At GORTEEN [52] in front of Danesfort House, 
John James Ferguson's, there is a long mound 41m 
by 35m. At the north west end of the mound is the 
remains of a small stone cist.

Standing stones are very distinctive landmarks. 
The purpose is not always known, but some mark 
burial sites while others may have been used to 
mark ancient routeways or boundaries. There are 
quite a few in this area , some are not recorded or 
recognised by archeologists.

Crom Cruaich
Drumcoo Standing Stone  [51]

 Standing hidden from view from most of the surrounding  area, 
in a fold in the hillside, is Belcoo’s most notable standing stone. 
It stands nearly seven feet above the turf and is wider in the 
front than in the back. It is a tall thin slab of limestone with a 
sloping top, 2.2 metres high, 0.88 metres wide and 0.35 meters 
thick.  This ancient figure belongs to the Celtic Early Iron Age 
(700 BC) and takes the form of a headless striding figure with 
footless legs. It is said that the stone was once gilded and was 
the well known Crom Cruaich, who was the principal idol 
of pagan Ireland, to whom the first born of man and beast 
were sacrificed. Local tradition holds that the standing stone 
was located near the impressive collection of bulluan (curs-
ing) stones, adjacent to Killinagh church.  The twelve stones 
stood for the twelve attendant deities (statues covered with 
bronze) of Crom Cruaich. Others hold, however, that the 
god of Killinagh may have had only two, the heart-shaped 
stones built into the wall of the church.
                                                     
A transverse line, which has been described as a girdle, 
extends from across its north face around its east and west 
side. Saint Patrick is said to have thrown his staff from 
Lough Allen and split the Belcoo idol causing the fissure 
which is seen at the top of the west side.  This fissure, 
however, is natural and is simply due to weathering 
on the bedding plane of the limestone.

                          

Danesfort House

G C Kennedy writes:
An idol set up at Magh Slecht, ‘Plain of Adoration’, in County Cavan by the King, Tigernrnas. 
Known as ‘Lord of Death’, Tigernmas is credited with the introduction of gold mining and of 
silverwork to Ireland. Some authorities have it that Tigernmas was a renegade Roman legion 
commander; this may be supported by the nature of the cult of Crom which has strong Eastern 
connections. Made of stone, Crom was sheeted in gold. Around him he had a circle of twelve 
little assistant idols, these sheeted in silver. Gods with twelve assistants or ‘disciples’ are of 
course of considerable antiquity, their number being linked to astrological systems. Crom is 
notable in that children (‘first-born’) were sacrificed to him at Samhain, amidst general may-
hem and orgiastic activities. While Tigernmas himself was killed in one of these frenzies, his 
descendants are still with us in the form of the O’Conor family of Co. Roscommon who hold 
the title of O’Conor Don. 
‘Domnach Crom Dubh’, (Black Crom’s Sunday) is a day formerly celebrated, especially in 
the West of Ireland, by visits to particular wells and ancient sacred sites. Now Christianized, 
the most notable of these remaining pilgrimages is that to Croagh Patrick in Co. Mayo. The 
routines of this pilgrimage, traversing wilderness, climbing mountain, and ritualistic encircling 
of stones while chanting, all these survive from the days of Crom worship1. 

1Ancient Ireland Gerald Conan Kennedy, Morrigan 1994, p 71.
Magh Slecht site is on the road between Ballyconnel and Ballinamore, grid ref H 228 143, OS 1;50,00 map 27.

 Standing stones can date from the Bronze Age or the Early Christian era. The pur-
pose of these stones is puzzling. In some cases they may mark an ancient burial site 
or boundary or may be the remains of a larger monument where most of the stones 
have been removed through the age. Certain standing stones were invested with a 
sacred character and decorated in either the La Tene (Celtic) style or with the Ogham 

lettering of the early Christian period. (see also page  )

 Lady Lowry Corry writes:-                                   
"tradition states that the standing stone known as Crom 
Cruaich, which now stands in Drumcoo townland in Belcoo 
in County Fermanagh, was removed there from Killinagh. 
The memory of Crom Cruaich has survived in north-
west Cavan as well elsewhere in Ireland, where one of 
the Sundays next to the first day of August is known as 
Domhnach Crom Duibh, or in English, Garland Sunday, 
when it is custom to hold patterns or station at certain holy 
wells, and sometime flowers are strewn on the ground. In 
some places this day is the first Sunday in August while 
in County Cavan it is the last Sunday in July.

Lowry-Corry, JRSAI, 1935

The top of the Crom Cruaich 
stone shows strange 
channels.



Page 44

This bronze Brooch was found at 
Carrontreemall near Belcoo

Fr Leyden in his notes tells us "Belcoo 
brooch found in Carson’s quarry by  
Barney Gilmurry dated approx 1300"

Cloghastane
 standing stones

Cloghastane [46]  standing stones are an inter-
esting pair of stones. They would be hard to 
find without local knowledge or a 6'' ordinance 
survey map with a compass.

Mullylusty' "Giant's Stone" with cup mark is 
very prominent [59]. It is quite close to the road.

Gortnaderg [61] standing stones. There is no published record of these 
stones even though they are very similar in prominence to those at 
Cloghastane. Fr Leyden referred to them in his handwritten notes. "Re-
discovered" with the help of David Fawcett. 

Illustration of Saddle Quern in use

Saddle Quern stone found on Cushrush 
Crannog - probably Bronze Age

Axe head, (might be porcellanite), found on 
Inishee Island - Mesolithic? Porcellanite is found 
only at Tievebullion, Co Antrim

Bronze Age finds in Belcoo area

Spearhead found on Inishee Island 
- probably flint (to be confirmed). 
Mesolithic? Flint is only found in Co 
Antrim

Gortnaderg standing stones.
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Carrickabweehan Holy wells 
On the south facing slope of Belmore Mountain lie three wells whose waters are 
believed to cure three different ailments.

Jaundice Well -  To the west of Templemoyle Church lies the well which is reputed 
to hold the cure for jaundice. Here the waters spring from the base of a rock, where 
nearby once stood a thorn bush festooned by pieces of rags left by those seeking 
cures. (The bush has long since fallen down and rotted over the years.)
The well is dedicated to, or founded by, St. Thady. To obtain water for a cure one 
had to maintain silence while coming and going from the well.  Once there they 
must say a pater and three 
aves (Our Father and Hail 
Mary, respectively), throw 
into the water three pebbles 
and then take the water.  The 
well is still marked on the O 
S 6 inch map as the jaundice 
well, though the landowner 
calls it “The Curable Well.”

Scurvy Well -  According to 
the O S Memoirs of 1835 this 
well was celebrated for the 
cure of scurbitic ailments and 
at one time was widely used 
by people suffering from such complaints.  There is no record of the name of the 
Saint who founded the well.  The well today is encased in concrete and supplies 

the drinking water for those living close by.

Ague Well -  Those suffering from ague, or malarial 
fever, once frequented this well whose waters flow 
from the base of a rock. Today, the waters are piped 
into a field drain.

Local tradition has it that there were other curing 
wells in the area. One of these at Carrickmacspar-
row was closed in by the local priest as it was being 
used as a fertility well! 

There is very little known about domestic life during the Bronze Age period as very 
few dwelling sites have been located. 
At least one of the crannogs, however, on Lower Lough Macnean has been dated from 
this period. One of the wooden piles has been dated at 850BC! (see crannogs below).

In a bay in Lough Macnean, close to the village of Belcoo a crannog, a small man-made 
island can be seen. Crannogs are semi-defended farmsteads consisting of wooden 
houses, animal shelters/pens and stores. Most of the excavated crannog sites in 
Ireland have been associated with Early Christian and Medieval dates. However, a 
large timber was removed from the crannog in Lough Macnean and through a scien-
tific dating technique it revealed that this particular crannog was constructed in the 
Bronze Age Period.

IRON AGE

From 600BC Bronze Age society  was in decline and by 300BC there is evidence of 
cultural change that archaeologists have called the Iron Age. This period is marked 
by the introduction of iron technology along with a new art style called La Tene, and 
is associated with Celtic speaking people. 

The archaeological record for this period is somewhat hazy.  The epic legends of the 
Ulster Cycle, the Tain Bo Cuailgne, - reveal much about the tribal society of the time 
but very little about every day life. Celtic religion was expressed in the carving of 
stone heads, (Boa Island figures, Beltany Head, etc), wooden figures and a reverence 
for watery places. 

It is possible that human activity around the holy well at Holywell dates back to pre-
Christian times when it was the site of pagan ritual. The Domhnach Deireannach 
Festival was celebrated at Holywell. This celebration honours the Celtic sun god Lugh 
in thanksgiving for the first fruits of harvest. Indeed, Holywell 
became a place of Christian pilgrimage  with the stations being 
performed between the old period of Lughnasa (the last week 
of July) and the Feast of the Assumption on the 15th of August 
(the day of the Belcoo Sports Festival today). 
See more on section on Holywell!!

It is possible that several of the wells in the area that once had 
a reputation for cures, may have been places of pagan worship 
before they were Christianised and became holywells.



Page 46

Many social changes came about with the advent of the Iron Age. Iron was used to 
forge weapons and various other implements, creating a large working class made 
up of iron worker. 

 Cattle became a major status of wealth and it was at this time that cattle raiding 
began to occur frequently.  Today, the landscape records the various rathifications 
that were built at this time: crannogs, raths, cashels - all of these were designed 
for protection against would-be raiders!

There was, at this time, a shift in emphasis away from the building of megalithic 
tombs to building much simpler structures.  Greater emphasis was placed on day-
to-day practicalities than on time-consuming customs.   

The Celtic  Iron Age  continued here in Ireland much longer than it did in other 
parts of Europe. Because Ireland was not conquered by the Romans, it was not  as 
shaken by the fall of the Roman Empire as many other countries were.  As with the 
other historic ages, change came about gradually. 
                                                   
EARLY CHRISTIAN IRELAND 

The arrival of missionaries in the 5th Century marks the start of the Early Christian 
period in Ireland (and ends with the arrival of the Normans in the 12th Century). 

It wasn’t until the about  6th or 7th centuries that  Christianity reached Fermanagh.  
There is little evidence of early missionaries in County Fermanagh before then.  St 
Patrick arrived in Ireland in 430 AD and  made Armagh his headquarters, some time 
after 450 AD.  It is doubtful whether Patrick ever came to Fermanagh but legend 
has it, that he visited many places in Fermanagh and on one such journey it is said 
that he gave Tempo it’s name.  He also is supposed to have visited Tamlaght and 
the district of Holy Well bears many relics of his "stay" there, as well.
                      
County Fermanagh at that time was populated by small farmsteads concentrated 
mainly in raths and crannogs.  There were no cities and towns and the economy 
was pastural and agricultural. Christianity, at that time, was represented by early 
monastic settlements, such as those on Devenish Island in Lower Lough Erne or 
Clonmacnoise.
The early Christian church was divided into dioceses, which were ruled by bishops. 
Eventually, this universal system was replaced by a monastic organization.  Under 
this new order, the country was divided into monastic districts.  Though bishops 
continued to exist, their role was to confirm and ordain only.

The significance of the monasteries in the county should not be understated.  Fer-
managh was ruled by the monastic settlements at Devenish, Lisgool, Cleenish, 

Inishmacsaint, etc.  Each became a focal point in the  lives of the people.  Monasteries 
posed as schools, places of worship, market places, craft and trade centres. The local 
church sites probably reflect a nucleus of organised settlement dating back a long 
time. As we have seen Holywell was a major pilgrimage site and a major location on 
the north/south route from Derry.
                                                                                                                                                                 
A relative peace prevailed after Christianity came to Ireland. For 300 years the country 
was at peace and free from invasion. During this time the monasteries flourished and 
great emphasis was placed on the development of the arts.

Eventually this changed,  with the Norman invasion during the 12th centuries and 
the consequential changes in ownership of land.  With this invasion, Ireland began to 
move out of the late Celtic and Early Christian period and abandon its native form 
of Christianity for a more eastern orthodox form.  Old foundations and monasteries 
were taken over by Norman monks and new abbeys were built and run.  Architec-
ture took a turn away from the Romanesque to Gothic, reflected in the buildings and 
churches of the time. Eventually, towns  sprung up, populating and transforming the 
once rural Irish landscape.

In order for Christianity to gain a strong foothold, many of the pagan festivals and 
celebrations, that had become so entrenched in the lives of the people had to be pre-
served somehow.  Pagan customs and beliefs were therefore incorporated in many 
of the Christian holy days.  For instance, the names of pagan gods or godesses were 
often changed to become Christian saints. Likewise, a place where pagan gods were 
worshipped became  a place of Christian pilgrimage, as in many of the holy wells we 
find here. Bonfires, feast days,  and pilgrimages all had their roots in pagan ritual.

Locally, one of the most popular of the pagan ceremonies celebrated was the festival 
of Lughnasa, during which the first fruits of the harvest were celebrated in honour of 
the ancient god Lugh. (Lugh was the sun god of the Celts, 300 BC.) These ceremonies 
were known locally as Domhnach Deireannach and were traditionally celebrated 
during the last week in July.

Bilberry Sunday also belongs to the Domhnach Deireannach tradition. Until quite 
recently, people of the area used to go out on the last Sunday of July to Rowantree 
Rock in the townland of Aghanaglack, where they picked bilberries and enjoyed music, 
singing and dancing.  This site of festivities is in itself interesting as the Rowantree 
is reputed to be a magic, or fairy, tree.  It may have been of sacred significance to the 
Druids. Other notable Lughnasa sites where Bilberry Sunday was celebrated until 
quite recently are Topped Mountain to the North east of Enniskillen and Ben Bow 
mountain near Manorhamilton and Benaughlin Mtn near Swanlinbar.
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Match making was also a popular feature of the festivities and the final agreement 
was usually sealed up at the market cross in Holywell.  The night before Domhnach 
Deireannach sellers arrived, with their ass loads of goods, to sell at the next day’s 
festivities.

Bonfire night was traditionally held on the eve of June 23rd. This Midsummer cer-
emony had its roots in the ancient pagan fertility festival of Beltaine. With the coming 
of Christianity, it was rededicated to Saint John the Baptist.  In some areas of Ireland, 
a traditional prayer was recited with the lighting of the bonfire: “ In honour of God 
and of Saint John, to the fruitfulness and profit of our planting and our work, in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.”

Local man, Paddy Farmer recalls bonfires in local areas on June 23rd. “There’d be 
crates of turf brought to it and sticks.  There would be a big pile and it would be lit 
and there would be a crowd dancing and singing around it.”
                                                    

Festivals &  Feasts
G C Kennedy writes:

In early Ireland the year was divided into two six-month periods by the feasts of Beltaine (also 
known as Cetsamhain) and Samhain; each of these two periods was itself equally divided 
by Lugnasadh and Imbolg. These four major festivals were essentially associated with the 
seasons and were commonly celebrated throughout the Celtic world; they also had their 
parallels in other world cultures.

Imbolg:
A festival held on the first day of February, associated with the Goddess Brigid, one of whose 
aspects was that of fertility. The word ‘imbolg’ derives from early-Irish language meaning 
‘sheeps’ milk’; this being the date that ewes would come into milk for the coming season. 

Beltaine:
Held on May Eve and the first day of May, this marked the start of the summer. The word 
is translated as meaning ‘the fires of Bel’. The festival was observed by lighting bonfires, 
originally by druids using the rays of the sun. Domestic fires were extinguished and new fires 
kindled from these sacred fires. Cattle were driven between bonfires in purification rites. ‘Bel’ 
is generally held to be Bile, the God of Life and Death, an important deity in the Celtic world. 
(London’s ‘Billingsgate’ takes its name from Bile). Bile would have associations with Baal, the 
Eastern deity. The word also has associations with ‘Crossroads’. The Roman festival of Com-
pitalia was celebrated with sacrifices at crossroads at the same date - in Ireland the ‘dancing 
at crossroads’ phenomenon would have roots in observances of Bel. 

Lugnasadh:
An August festival essentially, gradually it became associated with the last Sunday in July. 
This was the feast of the God Lugh, introduced by him to honour his foster-mother Tailtiu. A 
harvest festival, it was celebrated for fifteen days with games and merrymaking. Major events 
were held at Tailtiu’s place, modern Telltown in Co. Meath. Though generally associated with 
merrymaking and courtship, boys making ceremonial garlands for girls and so rathh, in cer-
tain areas the festival had more sinister overtones through its association with Crom, being 
known as Black Crom’s Sunday. The major modern Irish Christian pilgrimage takes place on 
Lugnasadh to Croagh Patrick; the month of August in modern Irish is Lúnasa.

Samhain:

A festival held from the evening of the last day of October until the following day. At this time it 
was believed that spirits from the Otherworld were let loose and wandered the earth, causing 
problems and difficulties for mankind. It is recorded that religious elements gathered taxes at 
this time, processing about the countryside in ritualistic activities and damaging the property of 
reluctant taxpayers. A complex festival of both fertility and sacrifice, the name simply derives 
from the early-Irish meaning ‘end of summer’. Gods such as the Dagda became sexually 
active with both Goddesses and with human women: people reflected this activity in fertility 
rites. Certain women were immersed in water and then tested by fires. These may have been 
priestesses - the treatment of witches in later eras is likely an echo of these rites. 
1Ancient Ireland Gerald Conan Kennedy, Morrigan 1994, p 45.
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The Crannog opposite the "Cottage" at Belcoo [30]

The Crannog at Blacklion Jetty [28]

The Crannog opposite O'Dolan's [48]

Constructing a Crannog

Early Christian setlements - Raths &  Crannogs
As we have seen raths and crannogs were basically small farmsteads. In this area 
they can be seen in their abundance.  It is interesting to note from the map that their 
distribution is quite similar to today's farmsteads! 

Crannogs are small defended artificial islands built on large timbers or  stones in 
lakes.  These lake dwellings were numerous in the lakeland Fermanagh and some 
were inhabited as late as the 17th century.  Their name is derived from the Irish word 
crann, or tree, referring to the use of timber and stakes in raising them from the lakes. 
Crannogs were farmsteads built possibily  to deter cattle-raiding, a recognised form 
of warfare during the early christian period. In times of trouble tradition has it that 
the only way unto these crannogs were by causeways concealed under the surface 
of the water with only the rightful residents knowing where the gaps were! Another 
variation on that was that  of palisades of pointed stakes would be concealed below 
the water level to sink invading craft and again only the the residents would know 
the route through. There is not much archaeological evidence for either of these.

Lower Lough Macnean has four such crannogs:  
One of these has actually been dated to the Bronze 
Age but we will consider them here for the sake 
of completeness.
Lower Lough Macnean Crannog [30]. 

Close to the village of  Belcoo, this overgrown 
crannog lies in a bay of  Lower Lough Macnean. 
It is approximately 20 metres in diameter and 
stands some 0.8 metres above water level. Along 
the Southern  shore one can see vertical and an-
gled piles together with horizontal oak beams. 
Continuing along the shore, to the South East, a 
scatter of stones encircle a pool of water, where 
many horizontal timbers are visible; these may 
have been the boundary wall of a main crannog. 

On the West shore, timbers are visible 
underwater; this may indicate a causeway 
towards the lake shore. W.F. Wakeman 
[1872-73] reported finding bones, slag and 
charcoal, some pottery but no artefacts 
when he visited this site. O.Davies [1942] 
described the crannog as a log construc-
tion and reported the discovery of lead 
musket-balls. In times of dry weather, 
one may cross through high reeds and 
approach the tree covered island on foot.
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The crannog at Cushrush Island [35], has had sections of wood dated to 350BC, in the 
Bronze Age. This crannog has only been identified in recent years.  Charcoal and iron 
ore has also been found on the crannog. There was also a stone axe head found, a flint 
arrow and saddle quern. Recently a lot of disturbance of the site has been occurring 
caused by people digging up rocks and boulders leaving the delicate understructure 
damaged and exposed. People should not disturb archaeological sites.

The crannog at Gortatole [33] displays much of the wooden structure revealed, in 
places, in the muds around it. In low water a line  of vertical wooden post tops can be 
seen for a short section forming an inner and outer circle. Horizontal timbers can be 
seen radiating in towards the centre underneath the stones.
 

There are up to six possible crannog sites on Upper Lough Macnean. These have not 
all been confirmed. The one at Rushin [48] has been identified as a crannog and can 
be seen from the shore in low water. Most of  the structure is below water. It measures 
20m by 20m. Another clearly visible is the one at the Blacklion jetty.
Another seemingly unlikely crannog location is on Belmore mountain, in the middle 
of  Lough Nagor!
Raths and Cashels.
Raths were farmsteads constructed with an earthen bank and outer enclosing ditch - 
Cashels were similar except that  the bank was constructed from stone and they occur 
in areas of  rocky terrain.  Like the crannogs they were domestic in nature, the banks 
and ditches,  serving to protect fromcattle raiders. Some larger raths had souterrains 
which probably served as storage places or even escape in time of need. Today these 
raths are very much eroded with the banks often robbed  to build more modern walls 
or houses. With the depth of the ditch , the high bank and wooden stockade these 
would have been impressive structures, yet they were still really only small farmsteads!
In this area there is a wide selection of raths and cashels. The following is a selection 
of these sites.

Numbered sites from main map:
2]  Moneygashel, although outside the study area this is the biggest cashel in this 

part of Ireland, it is 30m wide and the walls are 3m deep!
43]  Cashebane is a 30m diameter cashel, the walls are not very substantial. (Also 

site of Mass rock - see later)
50]  Mullyard cashel  with very fine view, there are the remains of second cashel 

south of it. 
72]  Moylehid, described as cashel with portal stones or as ring cairn, probably not 

a cashel.
76]  Rahallan, this is the largest rath in this area, 60m x 70m. This is a bivallate rath 

ie. it has double banks and ditches.
11] Cullentragh summit, cashel, outside the study area.

Additional sites:
A]  Tullyrossmearan, described by Fr Leyden "2 raths, one perfect  at Tullyrossmearan 

not one bush on it"
B]  Drumelly,  B1; this rath is no longer visible. 

B2; Only 1/4 of this rath remains. B3; This 
rath is intact and is probably the one that Fr 
Leyden referred to as having a souterraine.

C]  Kilrooskagh, C1; This would have been a 
substantial cashel 40m diameter, with walls 
3m wide. C2; This is unlikely to have been a 
cashel.

D] Rushin, this is the remains of a substantial 
cashel on Mal O'Dolan's land, very little 
remains. A circular enclosure  just north of it unlikely to be cashel, 
does not appear on earlier OS Maps.

E] Gortnaderg,  E1; This is on a prominent rock outcrop but does not appear on 
1835 OS Map. E2; This is on a 4m high mound and is on the 1835 OS Map. 

F] Carricknaseer, fine rath, fine view.
G] Drumawillin raths. G1; gone, G2; round cairn, not a rath. G3; Uncertain whether 

enclosure or rath.

The Crannog at Cushrush [35]

A bivallate rath has two 
embankments
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INISHEE  ISLAND
Inishee Island consists of two acres of wooded land in Lower Lough Macnean. The 
centre piece of this island is steep sided earthen mound 5m. high. In 1939 O. Davies 
excavated this mound and found it to be a natural mound with artifically scarped 
sides and levelled summit. No evidence was found to indicate a wealth of settlement 
and Davies argued that the inhabitants appeared to have been poor and only built 
temporary dwellings.

J. O’Donovan in his ordnance survey letters of February 27th 1835 wrote
 “I wish you would turn to the Fer-
managh index and see how I have 
spelled Inis - ochta, an island in Lough 
Macnean it was formerly an important 
military station, as appears from the 
following passage in the Annals of 
the Four Masters”: A.D. 1499. 

“Melaghlin Mac Rannal (Mac Moragh 
and Teige) was taken prisoner by 
Con and Shane O’Rourke and they 
conveyed him to Inis Ochta an island 
in Lough-Mac-Nen. Rory the son of 
Torlogh Maguire attacked this island 
and slew the two sons of O’Rourke and 
brought Mac-an-chadich McClancy and 
Melaghlin McRannall aforesaid home 
to his (Maguires) house and O’Donnell (Hugh Roe), however afterwards ransomed them from Maguire, 
upon which Melaghlin aforesaid gave up the Castle of Leitrim to O’Donnell.” 

Prisoners were considered as property in those ages. I am anxious to know how the 
island of Inis Oghta and also that of Inishe in Lough Macneane have been spelled.

There are several passages in the annals that O’Keeppe did not send me to Fermanagh. 
Have we the places mentioned in the following passage in the name books.? “Donnell O’Neill 
made an incursion against Gilpatrick Maguire he assaulted (attacked) Baile Bun Abhann (l) 
and took prey there, but he was afterwards defeated and deprived of His Booty. Many of his 
party were out by Field and flood between Baile Bun - Abhann aforesaid and Inbhear Mor (2) 
The son of Magnus Maguire was slain and Donnell 0’Neill himself was taken prisoner at a 
place called Tamhnach - an - Reata. 

(3)  and nine of his people were drowned a Corca - monter - Banan, (i.e. The fishing wier of 
the Family of Banan”)

I cannot find any name like Inish Oghta.  We have:-
Small ones on Leitrim side without names Inishshee (make this Inishee) Inis Aodha Hugh’s 
Island in Lower Lough Macnean.

J. O’D.

As excavations yielded few Medieval traces O Davies rejected the theory and equated 
Inis Ochta instead with Port Island in Lough Macnean Upper in Co. Cavan. 

The letters of John O'Donovan from Fermanagh, (1834))  edited by John Cunningham, 1993, on sale in Hall's 

NOTE OF AN INSPECTION OF INISHEE ISLAND, LOWER LOUGH MacNEAN, Near Belcoo, 
County Fermanagh, on 30th September 1930, by Lady Dorothy Lowry Corry:

This is a small island hardly 120 yards either way, situated about a mile or a mile and a half 
to the east of the town of Belcoo.  As no boat could be hired in Belcoo use was made of a 
boat lent by Mrs Nixon.

The island is for the most part level and very slightly raised above the level of the lake, except 
for a curious oval mound, which is more pointed at one end than at the other.  Its long axis is 
40 yards approximately and the short axis 18 yards, also approximately.  Its height from the 
general level of the island is about 12 feet, and it appears to be artificial.  There is no ditch of 
any kind nor appearance of a rampart on this top.  This suggests funeral rather than a defensive 
purpose.  Under the mound at one side is a ruined cottage; its dimensions being 12ft x 24ft in 
all, and containing two apartments, one 12ft x 10 ft and the other 12ft x 12ft.

The island is not known locally as Inishee but as Tomashen’s, and it appears that within living 
memory a man of that name, or nickname, lived alone on the island in this house.  Canon 
McKenna who was with me was of the opinion that the ruins of the cottage were of no great 
antiquity.
Close to the cottage was a small rectangular cove providing a boat harbour.
I showed Canon McKenna the extract from the Annals of Ulster supposed to relate to this 
island, but he was rather doubtful whether a name like Inis-Ochta could flatten down to In-
ishee, which would seem rather to suggest a fairy island though there was no local tradition 
of fairies.  He expounds his views further in a letter of 2nd October.  He was inclined to think 
that the battle and rescue described in the extract from the Annals took place on an island 
situated in Upper Lough Macnean, and now, he thought, part of the Irish Free State.  Inishee 
being only about a quarter of a mile from two points of the opposite shore, would be exposed 
to fire in their boats while landing.  I was generally of the opinion that the mound is interesting 
enough to protect so that perhaps excavation might be adopted at some time but not suitable 
for complete acquisition by the Ministry.  Its remote situation, approachable only by boat, will 
probably protect it. It is uninhabited and uncultivated overgrown with trees.

Ordnance Survey Letters Fermanagh
O’Donovan and others

Rev. Michael Flanagan, Bray, 1928
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INISHEE  ISLAND
Inishee Island consists of two acres of wooded land in Lower Lough Macnean. The
centre piece of this island is steep sided earthen mound 5m. high. In 1939 O. Davies
excavated this mound and found it to be a natural mound with artifically scarped sides
and levelled summit. No evidence was found to indicate a wealth of settlement and
Davies argued that the inhabitants appeared to have been poor and only built
temporary dwellings.

J. O’Donovan in his ordnance
survey letters of February 27th
1835 wrote
 “I wish you would turn to the Fer-
managh index and see how I have
spelled Inis - ochta, an island in
Lough Macnean it was formerly an
important military station, as appears
from the following passage in the
Annals of the Four Masters”: A.D.
1499.
“Melaghlin Mac Rannal (Mac Moragh
and Teige) was taken prisoner by Con
and Shane O’Rourke and they conveyed
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Inis Oghta and also that of Inishe in Lough Macneane have been spelled.

There are several passages in the annals that O’Keeppe did not send me to Fermanagh. Have
we the places mentioned in the following passage in the name books.? “Donnell O’Neill made
an incursion against Gilpatrick Maguire he assaulted (attacked) Baile Bun Abhann (l) and took
prey there, but he was afterwards defeated and deprived of His Booty. Many of his party were
out by Field and flood between Baile Bun - Abhann aforesaid and Inbhear Mor (2) The son of
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(3)  and nine of his people were drowned a Corca
- monter - Banan, (i.e. The fishing wier of the
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I cannot find any name like Inish Oghta.  We
have:-
Small ones on Leitrim side without names Inishshee (make this Inishee) Inis Aodha Hugh’s
Island in Lower Lough Macnean.

J. O’D.

As excavations yielded few Medieval traces O Davies rejected the theory and equated
Inis Ochta instead with Port Island in Lough Macnean Upper in Co. Cavan.
The letters of John O'Donovan from Fermanagh, (1834))  edited by John Cunningham, 1993, on sale in Hall's

NOTE OF AN INSPECTION OF INISHEE ISLAND, LOWER LOUGH MacNEAN, Near Belcoo,
County Fermanagh, on 30th September 1930, by Lady Dorothy Lowry Corry:

This is a small island hardly 120 yards either way, situated about a mile or a mile and a half to
the east of the town of Belcoo.  As no boat could be hired in Belcoo use was made of a boat
lent by Mrs Nixon.

The island is for the most part level and very slightly raised above the level of the lake, except
for a curious oval mound, which is more pointed at one end than at the other.  Its long axis is
40 yards approximately and the short axis 18 yards, also approximately.  Its height from the
general level of the island is about 12 feet, and it appears to be artificial.  There is no ditch of
any kind nor appearance of a rampart on this top.  This suggests funeral rather than a defensive
purpose.  Under the mound at one side is a ruined cottage; its dimensions being 12ft x 24ft in
all, and containing two apartments, one 12ft x 10 ft and the other 12ft x 12ft.

The island is not known locally as Inishee but as Tomashen’s, and it appears that within living
memory a man of that name, or nickname, lived alone on the island in this house.  Canon
McKenna who was with me was of the opinion that the ruins of the cottage were of no great
antiquity.
Close to the cottage was a small rectangular cove providing a boat harbour.
I showed Canon McKenna the extract from the Annals of Ulster supposed to relate to this island,
but he was rather doubtful whether a name like Inis-Ochta could flatten down to Inishee, which
would seem rather to suggest a fairy island though there was no local tradition of fairies.  He
expounds his views further in a letter of 2nd October.  He was inclined to think that the battle
and rescue described in the extract from the Annals took place on an island situated in Upper
Lough Macnean, and now, he thought, part of the Irish Free State.  Inishee being only about
a quarter of a mile from two points of the opposite shore, would be exposed to fire in their boats
while landing.  I was generally of the opinion that the mound is interesting enough to protect so
that perhaps excavation might be adopted at some time but not suitable for complete acquisition
by the Ministry.  Its remote situation, approachable only by boat, will probably protect it. It is
uninhabited and uncultivated overgrown with trees.

Ordnance Survey Letters Fermanagh
O’Donovan and others

Rev. Michael Flanagan, Bray, 1928
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Templerushin Church Four Medieval Churches

a

NBaullan
Stone

Penitential
Stone

Mill Stone

Leper's window

Credences

Door, south wall

Window, east wall

Flat stone where coffins
used to be placed

CredencesWindow, 
east  wall

Leper's Window, 
north wall

Credence, west wall

Door, south wall

Amidst beautiful scenery near the northern shores of Lough Macnean stands the ruins 
of the “Church of the Little Wood” and its graveyard. This is one of the area’s richest 
medieval sites, with its bullaun stones, market cross and nearby holy well which flows 
in both directions. Templerushin church was once the 
centre of a bustling market town, Holywell village.
Date of origin.
There are many different dates given for the origin of 
the site. Canon McKenna in the “Diocese of Clogher 
Parochial Records of 1920” dates it from at least the 
11th century while Lady Lowry-Corry dates it from 
the 13th century. Another account dates it back to 
the 9th century when it was part of a large monastic 
settlement, destroyed 700 years later by Cromwell’s 
cannons. The main clue to the church’s origins is the 
East facing window. Though in shape it reminds one 
of tall, narrow 13th-century lanclets, the details of the 

cusped head, with its round-
headed opening, suggests a 15th-
century date, (see description of 

window next page). 
Whatever the case, it is assumed 
that the church has been in a 
ruinous state for many centu-
ries. What is most likely is that 
before the present church was 
built this site would have been 
a site of  worship dating back 
to pre-christian times. There was a local belief that Holywell was connected with 
the nearby church of Killinagh in Co. Cavan - this is referred to by Lowry Corry:
"The only local tradition that I could glean as to the history of the church was that it once 
belonged to the church of Killinagh..."
There is a similar tradition in relation to Templenaffrin and Killesher churches  which 
are supposed to be connected. Yet in both cases the associated churches are not only 
on opposite sides of the lake but are in different dioceses. To make sense of this, we 
must remember firstly, that the present day dioceses and parishes do not coincide 
with early christian ecclesiastical divisions and secondly, water based travel would 

have been a dominant mode of transport in early times.
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Lepers window inside.

Description: This is a very low window giving credibility to the idea that it was to facilitate 
viewing from outside. As with most windows of this period it is narrow on the outside 
and splays inwards to allow the light to reach a wide area. This is achieved by having a 
stepped lintel and window sill on the inside.  The inside forms almost a neat square. The 
outer opening is described by Lowry Corry as being of "the loophole" type - referring to 
the narrow slit common during this era. Looking in from outside the viewer can only see 
the rear of the church as far as the door.
[Demensions: Inner "square" 0.84m high by 0.76m  wide. Outside 0.51m high by 0.07m 
(7cm) wide.]

Lepers window outside

North Window

West  gable 
1935

West window
Lowry Corry describes a window in the west gable - this window has since disappeared. 
luckily she published these  photographs of it, as it was in 1935, in the Royal Society 
of Antiquaries of Ireland.

East Window

Description: 
This is a tall lancet (narrow)  window again with stepped 
lintel and sill. The narrow opening,1.68m  by only 0.18m  
wide,  splays inward to form a wide rectangular shape 2.36m 
high by 0.76m wide. 

The cusped head, as seen 
from outside showing grooves 
for glass

East window inside

West gable today

Description of church
Templerushin is a very small church, measuring only 13.9m long and  6.86m wide on 
the outside and 11.9m  by 5m on the inside. The bottom of the gables is 1m thick and 
the side walls are 0.91m thick. Much of the south wall has fallen, taking with it the 

door and the south 
window.  The door was set in the south wall but significant changes have taken place 
over the centuries and only the sill and five of the jamb stones on its west side remain. 

On the northwest side of the church ruins is a leper's window where the lepers could 
safely view mass without endangering the rest of the congregation. This is one of 
the two such windows remaining in Ireland. 
Within the walls are credence cavities which were used for the purpose of storing 
books and vessels. These are interesting reminders of the role of medieval churches 
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Penitential Stone, northwall

Bullaun stone inside graveyard

Bullaun stone beside Mill

Penitential  Stone at
north  Wall

Bullaun stone inside
graveyard

Bullaun stone beside
Mill

Corn Mill

The Holy
Well

Bullaun Stone 
Locations

in providing safe storage for valuables, not just for the church, but also for the local 
community.
In the summer of 1930, local Archaeologist,  Lady Lowry Corry and Canon McK-
enna, on realising the dangerous condition of the church and believing it to be of 
considerable antiquarian interest, took steps to effect the preservation of the church 
and restoration began. The work was finally completed in October 1931. On the 7th 
of October the last stones were reset in the church and the same evening Canon 
McKenna took ill and died in the early hours of the next morning.

The Cemetery & 
Early Christian Customs. 

Fr Leyden writes in his handwritten notes from nearly 40 years ago:-
The cemetery on which the Church stands was once larger than it is now. Human bones 
have been dug up twenty feet outside the south wall. The cemetery wall was built 
before 1852 when the adjoining land was bought by John O’Dolan from one Has-
sard. Both denominations were interred there, although few Catholics are buried 
there now. Until 1947 the custom was to bring the remains directly from the wake 
house to the graveyard and to lay the coffin on a large flat stone outside the east 
gable for the preliminary rites. Bones have also been found buried in the 4 feet 
thick walls of the church itself.
There is a tradition that a battle was fought in the field of the cemetery. It is prob-
able that the main road runs through it. 
The surrounding wall was built over part of a station stone so that pilgrims can 
no longer roll their bodies completely around it. Local people 
have always regarded the positioning of this road as a deliber-
ate affront to their religious sentiments and hold that it should 
have been, and could have been, constructed to follow the old 
road past the well and across the river above it. (see maps on 
page 3) While the present road bridge, which spans the mill 
race was being built the first courses were found tossed each 
morning for some days.

Of the three Sta-
tion stones one 
is a large bullaun 
stone in the cen-
tre of the cem-
etery. People used to make cross marks on this 
stone as they made their prayers and also tied 
rags on nearby trees to signify the healing of 
some ailment. A 2nd stone  is now partly covered 
by the cemetery wall and should be completely 
inside it instead of, as it is, outside it; the 3rd 
is a cup marked one on the opposite side of 
the mill stream near the mill, altogether away 

from both cemetery and well. In the field across the road is a well defined raised wide pass 
stretching from the west gable to the bank of the river and along the bank to the flag bridge 
over the stream to the old coach road. This must have been the original approach  from the 
old road to the cemetery. Stations are made here from the Saturday before the last Sunday 
of July to August 15. The average time taken by the prayers and exercises is 1 hour. Three 
stations are standard. In the past people came long distances to make the stations. It is not 
so now. Stations are made in bare feet as in Lough Derg. Prayers and exercises are much 
the same in both. Two slight changes in the traditional methods of performing the stations, 
as contrasting sharply with the extreme conservatism of our people in such matters and for 
this reason may be worth recording.
 (a) People nowadays climb on to the bank when half way down the mill stream. This was 
caused more probably by shrubby overgrowth impeding free passage, than by reluctance to 
keep wading in the cold of the mill stream. Incidentally, it is accepted locally that the water 
is intensely cold in the summer and warm in the winter. 
(b)  Rolling round the station stone is rarely ever done now. 
Those who wish to may relate this clockwise rolling of the body and clockwise circuiting of 
the well, church and standing stones to the ancient pagan ritual of sun, water and stone. 

The following statement made to me 10 years ago by  Gerald 
Sullivan of Corralea, Belcoo, who died in June ‘49 aged 75 
years or so may be relevant. One occasion when serving 
Mass, he was instructed by the priest to ring a bell while 
the priest read out of a book to the congregation having first 
explained to them his attitude to the stations at the Holywell 
or more probably to the abuses at the well. Convenient to  
the well were shebeens in what remained of the village of 
Holywell. As a result some very pious people, good parents 
of some of the present generation, never made the stations 

as long as they lived. The Irish bishops had condemned 
stations as pagan survivals about that time.
Fr Mckenna was of the opinion that the church may have 
been dedicated to St Ultan but he may not have been 
too certain as it is not stated in his History of Cleenish.
Local tradition attributes the fallen part of the SW wall 
to the cannon fire of Cromwellians
In 1879 a lame woman of the district went to Knock 
to seek a cure on hearing of the apparition there. On 
her return the Fr Lawrance Keenan C.C. told her she 
should have stayed at home. She missed another ap-
parition at Holywell Church. This event was witnessed 

by a number of local residents and people flocked to the 
church. Many cures were reported and many crutches 
left behind. Two old men, Pat and Thomas Lilly, who 
lived nearby, remember playing as youngsters with the 
abandoned crutches.
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It is not known exactly when Holywell became a place 
of pilgrimage, but it is believed to be sometime after 
Cromwell’s rampage.  Hundreds flocked to the site, 
coming from all over Ireland to make the pilgrimage. 
The stations are typically performed between the old 
period of Lughnasa of the Domhnach Deireannach (the 
last week in July) and the Feast of the Assumption on 
the 15th of August. However, they can be carried out on 
any day of the year if a person so wishes.

This practice itself entails the recitation of set prayers 
which have remained relatively unchanged over the 
years. While praying, the pilgrim must walk clockwise 
and barefoot around the various stations.  In addition 

to this they must walk around three stones. These are: 
the bullaun stone in the centre of the graveyard, a tally 
stone which lies at the outer wall of the church and a 
cup marked stone, reputed to bare the marks of Saint 
Patrick's knees.  This last stone is situated across the 
river beside the ruins of the old corn mill.

When leaving the Church the bullaun stone should first 
be approached by turning right and walking clockwise 
around the church. In ancient times the pilgrim suffered 
the added discomfort of rolling around the stones, 
though this is practised by few in the present day.   Also 
practised in earlier times was the tying of rags on  trees 
near the church.  This was discontinued by the Very 
Reverend Canon C. B. Leyden in the 1950’s.

Traditionally, holy wells were usually named after the 
particular saint who blessed them. It is believed that the 
Belcoo well sprang up in answer to the prayers of Saint 
Sinnell, but Saint Patrick is said to have visited the well 
and blessed it. Because of this, the well is dedicated to 
Saint Patrick and is known locally as Davagh Phadraig, 
Irish for Saint Patrick’s tub.
                                                              
The waters of holy well are reputed to have cured many 
illnesses. Crowds once came from all over to make this 
pilgrimage and complete the stations. Many cures were 
reported. It is said that the blind recovered their sight 
and the lame threw away their crutches.
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Wilson, in the Post Chasie Companion, says of the well: 
“At Belcoo, a small distance from Enniskillen westward 
on the great road to Sligo, there is a celebrated well called 
Davagh Phadraig which is reputed to be the best cold 
bath in the Kingdom (British Isles). It has come into great 
repute having relieved vast numbers of nervous and 
paralytic disorders.”

Owing to accusations of licentious behaviour connected 
with the pilgrimage in earlier times, the Church forbade 
the continuation of the stations sometime earlier in 
this century (this was also the case in other parts of the 
country). 
 Dean Henry wrote in 1739  :

“According to the Popish custom of ascribing the natural 
virtues of places and things to the blessing of some saints, 
all the virtues of this Fountain are referred to the favour and 
intercession of St. Patrick. Upon the principles it is resorted 
to in the last week of July, called Donagh Derrinagh, by vast 
crowds from all parts around, and many from the remotest 
places in ye kingdom, who come thither to bathe, and perform 
penance and devotion to the honour of St. 
Patrick. The superstition and zeal of those few days fall not 
short of that used at St. Patrick Purgatory (in Lough Derg). 
The manner of bathing used by the common people is very 
indecent. There is built about the fountain, which is about 
30 feet square, a wall scarce 4 feet high about the inside of 
which are made benches of stone. On these the people that 
are to bathe, having said some prayers, strip off their clothes, 
and then stark naked, young and old, impotent and healthy, 
plunge into ye fountain in crowds, where men and women of 
all ages, without least rag of covering, bathe and wash one 
another at noonday in the presence of a thousand spectators, 
not discovering the least appearance of shame. As soon as 
they have done, they are continually succeeded by new groups 
of naked figures. As soon as they have bathed, they make a 
tour about the fountain on their bare knees, over sharp stone, 
muttering their prayers with large strings of beads hanging 
from their arms. From thence  they make a procession thrice 
around the old chapel, and lastly round a great rock in the 
churchyard, rolling and twisting themselves against it. Having 
finished these forms of penance and obtained absolution from 
the priest, they go off satisfied that their souls are as thoroughly 
purged from all the sin as their bodies are cleansed by the 

water. Too many of them, in spite of their priest’s exhortions 
to the contrary, act as if they thought that having cleaned 
off the old score of their sins they might take on anew and 
spend the night in tents in revelling and drunkenness and in 
obscene debauchery not fit to be mentioned”1

1Manuscript in Armagh Library, extract published in Prospect of Erne, Mary 
Rogers

The pilgrimage was, however, resumed at Holywell in 
1957 and is still continued to the present day, although 
the numbers are few in comparison to the crowds who 
flocked to the well in the bygone era when the pilgrim-
age was in the same category as Lough Derg is today.

(N.B.:  The term ‘patterns’  is believed to be a derivation 
from the word patron, as in Patron Saint)

(See pages 47 & 142  for further notes on Festivals)
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Brady
Craige
Crowe
Doogun
Fawcett
Flood
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Hynes
Kilkinny
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Stone
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A13A15 A16
A17

A18

A1

Mill Stone

a

Templerushin, Church & Graveyard,

Note the above lists do not include the 
inscriptions reported by Viator in the 
Clogher Record.  (see below)

Templerushin Graveyard & Gravestones
Templerushin Alphabetical Index

   Templerushin Alphabetical Index 
BRADY, James A5 
 John B9 
 

LEONARD, Frank B11 a 
 John B11 c 
 Mary B11 a 
 Molly B11 a 
 Thady B11 b 

CRAIGE, Elizabeth 
  (aliasSTUDDARD) A11 
 John A11 
 

LUNNY, James  A4 
 

CROWE, Elizabeth A10 
  A10 
 

MAGEE, Peter  A2 
 

DOOGUN, Edward B10 
 

MAGVERTY, Hugh  A3 
 

FAWCETT, Alicia Rebecca A17 
 Elizabeth A13, 14 
 Frances A13 
 Francis A13 
 James A13, 14, 17 
 Jane A15 
 John A15, 17 
 Mary A16 
 Robert A13, 16 
 

MAKERNAN, Owen B6 

FLOOD, Alexander A8 
 Catherine Charlotte,  
 Winifred A7 
 Francis Edward A8 
 Jessie (alias McLEOD) A8 
 R. A. (Liet. Col.) A9 
 Rebecca A6 
 Richard Stuart A6 
 Richard Francis A7 
 S. I. (Col.) A8 
 

MOFFIT Richard Basil   A18 
  Thomas Nixon  A18 
  Isabella Maud  A18 
 Ivan James Nixon A18 
 

GALLAGHER, Ann A1 NIXON, Elizabeth Anne B5 
 George Stephenson B5 
 James  B2 
 John  A12, B2, B5 
 Mary Jane  B2 
 Thomas A12 

HYNES, Anna B4 
 Anne Jane B4 
 

RASDLE, Anthony B8 
 Cathrine B8 
 William B7 
 

KILKINNY, Terence A1 
 Thomas A1 

SCALES, George  B3 
 James B3 
 Maria  B3 
 Robert  B3 
 Samuel  B3 
 William B3 

 

TEMPLERUSHIN - Chronological Index
 
TEMPLERUSHIN - Chronological Index   
 
1700-1799 1800-1899 1900- 
1714 A5 1803 B7 1900 A8 
1739 A1 1807 A13, B10 1905 A8 
1744 A2 1810 B6 1906 A8 
1748 A13 1811 Bll 1907 A15 
1767 A4 1816 B9 1908 A12 
1772 A1 1817 A15 1911 A16 
 1820 B11 1915 A16 
 1828 A13 1916 A10 
 1832 A13 1917 B3 
 1834 A12 1918 B3, B4 
 1836 A14 1923 A8 
 1839 A14 1924 B3 
 1848 A14 1926 A17 
 1857 A13 1931 A10 
 1864 A15 1933 A7 
 187- B8 1941 B2, A18 
 1872 A8 1945 B2,B11 
 1876 A14 1946 B11, A18 
 1888 A8 1950 B11 
 1890 A17 1953 B5 
 1899 A12, B4 1956 A17, B3 
  1957 B5 
  1959 A7 
  1962 B2 
  1964 A9 
  1970 B3 
  1974 B3 
  1977 A6 
  1978 B3 
  1979 B5 
  1982 A18 
  1886 A18 
 

The above list of gravestones is  based upon the work of Fermanagh District Council Researchers, Viator (Rev Fr. 
Canon Leyden)  in the 1957 Clogher Record, published a list of inscriptions. Mal O'Dolan remembers himself and 
Terry Cullen spending a lot of time with Fr Leyden deciphering the inscriptions. Many of the gravestones that they recorded have since disintegrated or have been covered over 
by time. Fr Leyden recorded the following ones in addition to the list above:-
Between A14 & A13; By Patrick Fitzpatrick to Patk Gallagher d May 1828 aged 88. Son Phil (--) (could be Phelim or Philip). 
Under A13; John Fawcett, Mullyard died 21 Feb 1798 aged 45. Francis Fawcett died 2 June 1742 aged 61. 
Between A11 & B4; John Craigge died 28 May 1735 aged 66. Thos Crowe died 26 may 1793 aged 76.  
BetweenB4 & B6;  John Macfee died 6 June 1770 aged 48. John Carson  died 10 June 1800 aged 66. 
Inside church south east corner;   (Unearthed stone, difficult to decipher.) (Part of stone missing) Roger Maguire died Oct 17-- ("probably 172-") aged 70. Mary Maguire .... James Conmee died 
28 Dec 1772 (?) (Part of stone missing) 
Near B11; James Haire, Nutfield, Esqr., died 2 Aug 1833 aged 96. Anne Haire,  Nutfield, wife of James, died 30 Aug 1831 aged 89. Stone dated 1714 with illegible raised lettering.
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TemplerushinSection B 
Bl. Raised Slab 1.9 x 0.8 x 0.4 high 
No inscription left 

B2. Black marble headstone  
In loving memory of James Nixon, 
Coolacrim Died 22nd March 1941 
aged 84 years. Also his wife 
Margaret Jane, Died 3rd July 1945 
aged 95 years and their son John, 
died 1st Jany 1962 aged 68 years. 
 

B3. Black marble stone in a plot 2.4 
x 3.5 wide 
In loving memory of Samuel Scales, 
Died 29th Nov. 1918. Also his 
brother George, Died 28th Dec. 
1917. Also his father William, Died 
4th Aug 1924. And his mother 
Maria, Died 24th June 1956. James 
Scales Died 18th May 1970. Teresa 
Died 21st Nov. 1974. Robert killed 
on active service 9th August 1918. 
William died in Australia 11th May 
1978 
 "TILL WE MEET" 
Mason: Wm Breen 
 

B4.  
In memory of my loving wife -
Anne Jane Hynes who died 17th 
October 1918 Aged 67 years. Also 
my infant daughter Anna died 11th 
March 1899. Erected by sorrowing 
husband and family. 
FOR EVER WITH THE LORD 
 

B5.Black Marble headstone 
In loving memory of John Albert 
Nixon, Thornhill, Blacklion Died 
17th July 1953 Aged 73 years. His 
wife Elizabeth Anne, Died 28th Jan. 
1979 Aged 88 years. Their son 
George Stephenson Nixon Died 
26th December 1957 Aged 25 years. 
"How Blest are those who know 
their need of God, The kingdom of 
heaven is theirs" 
 

B6.Slab 1.9 x 0.9 
Here lieth the body of Owen 
Makernan who Depd. this life July 
the 26 1810 aged______  
 

B7.Slab, 
Pray for the soul of William Rasdle 
who Depd. this life Febry ye 17th 
1803 aged 63 years. Erected by his 
son Anthony. 
  

B8.Slab 
Here lyeth the body of Cathrine 
Rasdle who departed this life 
October the 2nd 187__ Aged __9 
years. Also the body of her brother 
Anthony Rasdle who departed this 
life the 15th of July AD____ aged 63 
years. 
 

B9. Slab, raised by 0.2 m  
Underneath is deposited the 
remains of John Brady who 
departed this life the 29th Day of 
October 1816 aged 69 years. 

B10. Slab  
Here lyeth the body of Edward 
Doogan who departed this life July 
the 6th 1807 aged_____  
 

B11.  
(a) In loving memory of Frank 
Leonard, Corralea, Belcoo Died 1st 
Dec 1950, aged 76 years. His wife 
Mary, Died 2nd Dec. 1946, 64 years, 
Their daughter Molly, Died 29th 
Nov. 1945 aged 39 years. RIP 
(b) Here lieth the body of Thady 
Leonard who departed this life 
Decem the 23rd 1811 aged 22 years. 
(c) Here lieth the body of John 
Leonard who departed this life 
Febry the 16th 1820 aged 83 years. 
This tomb was Erected by his son 
Denis Leonard. 
 

B12. Altar Stone? 
 

B13. Supports for two slabs, half 
slab remaining. 
Note: To the left of the altar stone, facing east 
gable is a leper~s window~ dating from 10th - 
11th Century~ and built to exclud light. 
~Unclean~ people could watch and listen to 
Mass from outside, without the congregation 
inside seeing them. 
 

  

Note: To the left of the altar stone, facing east gable is a leper's window dating from 10th - 11th Century, and built to exclude light. 
'Unclean' people could watch and listen to Mass from outside, without the congregation inside seeing them.

TemplerushinSection BTempIerushin Section A

TempIerushin Section A 
A1. 
Here lyeth the/ body of Terence 
Killkinny who dyed December the 20 
1739 aged 59 years. Here lyeth the body 
of Ann Gallagher who dyed May the 6th 
1772 aged 57 years Thomas Kill/  stone 
broken 

A2.  
Here lyeth the body of Peter Magee who dyed 
May the 23 1744 aged 58 years. 

A3.  
Here lyeth the body of Hugh 
McAverty Who depd. this life Febry 
ye 11th 1794 aged 66 years. 
 

A4. I H S 
Pray for the soul of James Lunny who 
depd. this life Novr. ye 26th 
1767 aged 75 yesrs erected by his 2 sons  
James and Patrick 
 

A5. 
This tomb is Erected by Edward Brady in 
memory of his brother James Brady who 
departed this life January the 2nd 1714 aged 45 
years. 

A6.  
In loving memory of Richard Stuart 
Flood, Edmonton, Canada Born 14- 
October 1911 Died 7- January 1977 
RIP 

A7. 
(a) in loving memory of Richard Francis 
Flood, MD died July 1st 1933 aged 57 
Peace Perfect Peace 
(b) And also his wife Catherine 
Charlottee Winifred who died on 5th 
April 1959 aged 80 years. 

A8. 
Erected to the memory of Francis Edward Flood 
CRCSI Born 18th June 1851. Departed this life 
1st Feb 1872 also sacred to the memory of his 
father Alexander Flood MD of Danesfort who 
departed this life on the 26th Octr. 1888 aged 73 
years also Lt. Colonel S.I. Flood R.A.M.C. who 
departed this life September 5th 1900 aged 41 
years. Also Alexander Wm Flood SURG. 
F.R.F.R.C.S. J.P. 
Born - l9th October 1849 Died 3rd September 
1905 
Rebecca Flood wife of Alexander Flood died 
14th December 1096 in her 91st year. Jessie 
McLeod Flood wife of SURG. A.W. Flood R.N. 
died 18th Sept. 1923 aged 71 years. 
 

A9. Cross as in A7 
in memory of Lieut. Col  R.A. Flood 
M.C., M.B., R.A.M.C., died 27th 
February 1964 aged 75 years. 
 

A10.  
Erected in fond and loving memory of 
my dear husband John Crowe. Derreen, 
died Dec. 14th 1916 aged 59 years. Also 
his wife Elizabeth Crowe died 24th 
January 1931. 
 

A11. 
Here lies the body of Elizabeth Craige alias 
Studdard who depd. this life May 12th 1787 
aged 73 years, also the body of John Craige who 
depd. this life August ye 1st 1789 aged 94 years. 

A12.  
Here lieth the body of Thomas 
Nixon who departed this life 
October 27 1834 aged 60 years. Also 
John Nixon who died in peace 
perfect peace October 1899 aged 59 
years. Also Wm. Henry Nixon who 
fell asleep in Jesus Feb. 11 1908 
aged 24 years. 

A13. 
Here lieth the body of Francis Fawcett -
who departed this life 2nd June 1748 
aged 51 years, also his son James 
Fawcett, also his wife Eliza Fawcett. 
Francis Fawcett, died December 1828 
aged 81 years. Also Frances his wife, 
died 11th February 1807. 
Robert Fawcett, died February 1857 
aged 76 years. Elizabeth his wife died 
3rd March 1832 aged 56 years. 
 

A14.  
Here lieth the body of James Fawcett of 
Strandhill who depd. this life the 30th day of 
May 1836 aged 68 years and Elizabeth Fawcett 
his wife who departed this life on the l9th day of 
March 1839 aged 65 years. 
Also James Fawcett, Grandson of the above, 
died Jan. 1848 aged 2 years. Also James Fawcett 
J.P. of Strandhill, Co. Leitrim died 26th of May 
1876 aged 61 years, beloved and regretted by all 
who knew him. 
 

A15. 
Erected to the memory of Jane 
Fawcett of Aughayas who died 4th 
April 1817 aged 48 years. Also to 
John Fawcett her beloved husband 
who died the __th of February 1864 
aged 81 years also John Fawcett 
their son who died 3rd December 
1907 aged 69 years. 

A16. 
Robert Fawcett, Callowhill died 28th 
April 1911 aged 68 years. Mary Fawcett 
died 9th December 1915 aged 80 years. 
Edward Fawcett d 19 Nov 1835 aged 59 

A17. 
In living memory of James Fawcett, Loughan, 
Blacklion Died 30th April 1890 aged 50 years.  
Also Alicia Rebecca his wife died 11th 
September 1926 aged 73 years and their son John 
Ernest James, Thornhill House, Enniskillen died 
l9th January 1956 aged 68 years.  

The hour is coming in which all that are in 
the graves shall hear his voice and shall come 
forth. 

Wm. Breen 

A18 
Moffit. Forever in our thoughts. 
Richard Basil Moffit, Kiltumilty, 
died 19 April 1986 aged 67yrs. His 
father Thomas Nixon died 31st July 
1946 aged 65yrs, his mother Isabella 
Maud 21 Aug 1982 aged 94. His 
brother Ivan James Nixon, died 19 
March 1941 aged 24yrs. 
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Templenaffrin Church and graveyard are ruins situated 1 1/2  miles from Belcoo village 
overlooking the northern shore of Lower Lough Macnean. Templenaffrin is a corruption 
of the Irish “Teampull an Aifrinn”, which when Anglicised translates as “The Church 
of the Mass”. The Church slightly obscured by ash trees, can be observed on a height, 
in a field  on the left of the main A4 Sligo to Enniskillen Road, travelling from Belcoo, 
in the direction of Enniskillen. Access to the Church ruins is gained by turning off the 
junction signposted for  Boho just before Carson’s Quarry.

Continuing along this road for 1/4   mile until another junction is encountered. Entrance 
to the field containing the ruin is via a gated laneway opposite a two storey dwelling 
on a junction corner. A meandering route along the grassy laneway of 50 metres will 

reveal Templenaffrin Church located to 
the left on a height a further 10 metres 
from the edge of a lane in the middle of 

a grazing field. 

Approach to church from north.

Stile

Templenaffrin Church

Western gable  wall and the parti-
tion wall in the foreground

Narrow ledge

Southern doorway

Stile

Templenaffrin Church

Bullaun Stone

Location of Templenaffrin Medieval Church
and

Bullaun Stone

The first thing to strike the visitor is that the Church is roofless and encased in ivy. 
Its entire eastern gable and part of its southern facade are enclosed by a dry lime-
stone wall which is overgrown but virtually intact. The Church is 19.6 metres long 
and 8.08 metres wide. The walls and gables are about 3.28 metres thick. Ash tress 
dot the perimeter wall at intervals. One located at the corner of the eastern gable 
and northern facade has caused significant damage to this corner of the Church. 
Entrance to the grounds of the Church is gained by crossing a crude stile constructed 
from some of the architectural embellishments of the former structure. The original 
doorway of the Church is generally believed to be located on the southern facade. 
None of this doorway’s structure now remains. Indeed it now takes the appearance 

of a gaping hole. The interior 
of the Church, like its exterior, 
has suffered the ravages of 
time and is largely overgrown 
hampering the identification of 
many details. To the left of the 
former doorway and running 
the entire width of the Church 
floor is the remains of a parti-
tion wall built across the entire 
width of the Church, 2.16 
metres long, 0.5 metres high 
and 0.30 metres thick. Lowry 
Corry suggests that this wall 
was a later addition as it was 
not bonded to the other wall 
even though it is built of the 
same stone. She was inclined 
to think there might have 
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Templenaffrin Church

South East Window inside South East Window outside

The South East window

This is a more interest-
ing window The jambs 
are limestone, the lintel   
having a round head. 
There is a 1  1/2" hole cut 
into the sill and lintel to 
hold a vertical bar. The 
inside splays inward to 
allow the light from the 
narrow opening to reach 
a wider area. The win-
dow has stepped lintels 
and a sloping sill.

Demensions: Outer window, 0.99m by 0.18m

West window outsideWest window inside

The west window
This is described 
as a round head-
ed window and is 
thought not to be 
medieval due to its 
arched structure. 
The inside jambs 
are clearly different 
suggesting that the 
window was a later 
addition.

Southern doorway

South West Window outsideSouth West Window inside 

The South West window
As with most win-
dows of this period 
it is narrow on the 
outside and splays 
inwards to allow 
the light to reach a 
wide area. This is 
achieved by hav-
ing a stepped lintel 
and window sill on 
the inside. It is a 
simple flat headed 
window. The jambs 
(uprights) are of 
limestone.

Western Gable

Demensions: Outer window, 0.69m by 0.10m

been an overcroft or apartment above  being lit by the higher west window. It has 
been suggested that this would have been created sometime after the Cromwellian 
invasion of 1649. Details relating to its occupants and their period of tenure are un-
fortunately unknown. 
Facing the western gable, it is possible to examine the excellence of the stone masons 
and craftsmen who undertook i’s construction.  The top courses of the gables' masonry  
are recessed thus producing a narrow ledge. Opinion would suggest that this ledge 
could  possibly have supported roof beams or an attic space in the former structure. 
However, this can only be speculated,  due to the partial destruction of the eastern 

gable down to  the level of the facade walls. Turning around to face the eastern gable 
difficulty is encountered trying to discern its most noticeable architectural feature, 
its window. Due to the destruction of the left side of the gable a false opening  to the 
graveyard has been created. The remains of the eastern gable window are encrusted 
with ivy, making identification of the sill and jamb (upright) difficult. A great deal 
of skill appears to have gone into the creation of the window, as is evidenced from 
its  grooved decorated surfaces. The sockets  evidenced within the sill are generally 
believed to have contained glazing bars. Turning to the left to face the northern facade, 
the skill of the stone mason is again illustrated. This wall is completely intact, except 
for a number of sporadic indentations in the stonework. Its lack of fenestration (win-
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East Window inside 

Sockets
 for
 bars

Demensions: Outer window, 0.99m by 0.18m

The East window

There is very little remaining of 
this window. We can work out 
its width, 0.18m,  from the sill. 
There is no way of knowing 
its original height or shape.
The sockets for vertical and 
horizontal bars are clearly 
visible. 

dows) can be attributed by the necessity to take full advantage of the natural light, and heat, emanating 
from the sun’s path in the east and the south. Turning now to face the southern facade, two windows can 
be evidenced on both sides of the “gaping” doorway.
 A number of head stones are located within the Church itself, bearing surnames common to the locale.  
Moving out into the graveyard a significant number of headstones are located in a linear fashion through-
out the graveyard’s entirety. Leaving the Church by the former doorway the visitor comes across a small 
cross shaped headstone to his left, adjacent to the former doorway. Opinion states that it was probably 
that of Father Charles Scollage. 
Once the visitor has completed his examination of the Church’s interior and graveyard an interesting fea-
ture can be observed through leaving the grounds of Templenaffrin by a stone stile and continuing along 
its northern facade to the exterior surface of the western gable. Located 
to the left of the gable window a stone face can be seen sitting out from 
the masonry.  One  suggestion is  that this was an indication that a priest 
was in residence near to or within the ground of the Church. Another 
suggestion is that it  is not in its original position and may formerly have 
been a mask-stop  (Hickey 1985, p82). It  echoes examples found in other 
pre-Penal Christian Churches. 

Bullaun Stone
Located 250 metres to the south-west of the Church ruin, over an adjacent rise, sitting in a hollow, is a 

The remains of the east wall and window.

Eastern gable window

bullaun stone, partly overgrown with 
bushes. It is known locally as the bap-
tismal font. The location of Templenaf-
frin Church in such close proximity to 
this feature would seem to suggest its 
significance as an area of pre-Christian 
worship/importance.  

Templenaffrin Church

Bullaun Stone near 
Templenaffrin

As we have seen the west window was a later ad-
dition. This lintel may have been  in the  original, 
narrower, window.

Remains of 
porch wall
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History of the church.
Lady Lowry Corry1 reported that there was little known about the history of the 
church. A list of termoners2 from the thirteenth or fourteenth century listed Clan 
Mac Ghiolla Laiser and Muintir Bhlaithmhic as Church Termoners over both 
Cill Mhic Ghiolla Laisir (Killesher church) and Teampull an Aiffrin. The latter is 
in Cleenish Parish and Clogher Diocese while the former is in Killesher and the 
Diocese  of Kilmore. Both of these are on opposite sides of the lake.  We have noted 
a similar traditional connection between Holywell and Killesher churches. Again 
we are reminded that the present day Dioceses and parishes do not coincide with 
early christian ecclesiastical divisions and secondly, that  water based travel would 
have been a dominant mode of transport in early times.
Other references that Lowry Corry noted were 1603 Survey of Co. Fermanagh:- 
"the chappell of temple Anaaifrin hath 2 tates of land; it is possessed by the Clan gilli 
laisir as corbes: all these lands are likewise small measure"
The survey recorded that it had two tates of land.
She also refers to the 1608 and 1609 Surveys which also refer to the church. The 
Muinntear Bhlaithmhic do not appear in these.
The Clogher Clergy & ParishRecords:
There was a chapel of ease in the parish called Templenefrin, with the tate of herenagh 
land, whereof Clan Macglasset was the herenach. The herenach had, in this case, in ad-
dition to the herenach lands, the tithes of some portion of the district, not defined, and out 
of these he repaired and maintained the chapel3
A 1609-10 map of the escheated (reverted to crown) counties of Ulster shows a 
roofless church on the lands of "Templenefin".
Lowry Corry points out that Protestants never seem to have been buried there. 
She says that there is no way of knowing when it finally fell into ruin or whether 
protestants used it as a church for any period of time or even whether it was used 
for Roman Catholic worship after the plantation. 
She does show that the termon land was granted to the Protestant Bishop of Clogher. 
In the Down Survey Book of 1657 the land of Templenefern is recorded as being 
leased to Lord Brabazon by the Bishop of Clogher.
She published details of records from Sir St. George Gore, Bart., from 1744 author-
izing Armar Lowry Corry, 1st Earl of Belmore lease on those lands. Jason Hassard, 
esq was the rent payer. 

1Ulster Journal of ArchaeologyVol 1 1938 p25
2Livingstone states "one sixth of Fermanagh was church land in the Maguire period. Nearly always each church owned 
the land around it, possibly several townlands. Through the years this estate was added to as very often pious people 
gave their lands to the Church. To look after this land the church founders selected a family to act as tenants. The head 
of this family was called a ‘herenach” or a ‘termoner’. The herenachs farmed the land and cared for the church. If 
the church needed repairs he had to provide two thirds of the cost. The remainder of the cost was borne by the parish 
priest and his curate. page 41.
3The Clogher Clergy & ParishRecords, J B Leslie, 1929

Templenaffrin was one of the Belmore Churchlands sold in the Landed Estates Court 
in Dublin on the 8th July, 1851. It was let to George Hassard and Robert Hassard.1

Recent History
Fr Leyden writes in his handwritten notes from nearly 40 years ago:-
The cemetery originally was much larger. Human bones were found at considerable distance 
from it not only on one side, some were  25ft from south of the south-east wall.  There is a 
tradition that a battle was fought in the field of the cemetery.
The cemetery is much smaller than it formerly was. It is accepted locally that the landowner, 
Bracken, at the time of the building of the container wall, instructed the builder to make it as 
small as possible. Head stones were put in the wall instead of outside it.The mason who built 
it was James Lilly. He had married Mary McKernan. He spent his honeymoon building the 
wall while his bride mixed mortar. Human bones were found at considerable distance from it 
not only on one side. 
Fr Hugh DeLacey horse whipped people at Belcoo bridge going to give free labour to Jas 
Bracken against land league rules.
Until quite recently funerals came direct from the house to the Templenaffrin. The coffin was 
placed outsidethe church and cemetery at the west gable. and only after preliminary rites was 
the coffin brought into the cemetery for burial. Protestants have never used this church or 
cemetery. They never needed to as they had Killinagh, Killesher and Holywell. Some time ago 
a protestant was buried in it. That same night the coffin was taken up and put on Ballinafad 
bridge, which is a short distance away. the person in question was known as McFadden. The 
steps into the cemetery on the north side were intended for the McElroy grave. This was never 
completed and the stones were used as steps instead.
At some funeral since Fr McKenna4 visited Templenaffrin the cross over Fr McScollog’s grave 
was reversed. The grave of Fr Corrigan, successor to Fr McScollog is untraceable, the stone 
marking the grave referred to by Fr McKenna has disappeared. A local man states 1 small 
stone with strange writing gone now. Can’t be got, might be it. Collateral  descendant suffering 
from hydrophobia was smothered and buried in Templenaffrin.

4McKenna, J. E.: Devenish (Lough Erne), its History, Antiquities and Traditions, Enniskillen, 1931.

Templenaffrin Church
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Bready
Cassidy
Cosgrave
Duffy
Fausett
Fee
Fagan
Flanagan
Gilgun
Green
Lally
Leonard
Lilly
Lunny
Magee,
Maguire
Montrooney
Murphy
McAlynan
McCabe,
McElroy
Magrath,
McGrath
McLaughlin
McScallog 
McWire
Owns

 
  Templenafferin (Section A. inside ruins) 
 
A1. 
This stone erected by Hugh McAlynan 
for his Father Cormick who died March 
ye 17th 1743 aged 33 yrs. 

A2. Leaded letters. 
In loving memory of Robert J Leonard, 
Belcoo, who died 4th May 1929 aged 44 
years.R. I. P. 
 

A3. Slab 
Here lieth the body of Ann Leonard, 
Ahaskea, y who depd. this life Febry the 
24th 1825 aged 56 years. This Stone is 
erected by John Leonard in 
memory of his Son Owen Leonard. 
 

A4. Slab, broken 
Erected by Francis Leonard in memory 
of his father Owen Leonard who 
departed this life ____1817. Also Owen 
______ 
 
 

A5. 
This stone is erected by Denis Leonard 
Kiltyfelin in memory of his father 
William Leonard who depd. this life 
Octr the 16 1898 aged 76 years. 

A6. Slab 
Here lyeth the body of Ann Bready alias 
Murphy who depd. this life May the 
25th 1799 aged 44 years. 

A7. Slab IHS 
 Here lyeth the body of Charles Bready 
who depd. this life July ye 12th 1807 
aged 56 yrs. 
God have mercy On his soul 

A8. 
Erected in memory of John McElroy of 
Drummand who died 12th June 1871 
aged 74 years. 
MASON:  
J. JOHNSTON ENNISKILLEN 
 

A9. 
Here lies the body of John Owns who 
depd this life March 3rd 1772 aged 23 
years. Also the body of Terence Owns 
who depd this life June the 1st 1790 
aged 83 years. 

A10. Slab 
Here lieth the body of Henry Magrath 
who depd. this life August the 5th 1784 
aged 67 yrs. Also his Son Henry 
McGrath who depd. this life 
 Semtembr the 30th 1818 aged 58 years. 
 

A11. 
Erected by Thomas McGrath in memory 
of his father Francis McGrath who 
departed this life April the 1st 1816 aged 
80 years. 

A12. Broken Slab 1 m x .4 m 
No inscription 

A13. Slab, sun around I.H.S. Here lieth 
the body of Phelin Cassidy who 
departed this life May the 7 1818 aged 
__years. This monument erected by his 
son_____Cassidy of Drummand. 
 

A14. Slab  
This monument erected by Patrick 
Cassidy in memory of his beloved father 
Anthony Cassidy who departed this life 
August 28 1870 AD aged 92 years.  

A15 In loving memory of Patrick 
Maguire, Gortahurk West, his wife 
Mary, their son James + his wife 
Catherine, their daughters Ann + Bridget 
+ Bridget’s husband, Michael 
McLaughlin RIP. erected by neices and 
nephews. 

 
   TEMPLENAFFERIN - Alphabetical Index 
 
BREADY, Ann (alias MURPHY) A6 
  Charles   A7 
 

LUNNY,  Nalby  C13 

CASSIDY, Anthony   A14 
  Patrick   A14 
  Phelim   A13 
 

MAGEE,  John   B9 
 

COSGRAVE, Gilbert   B6 
 

MAGUIRE,  Hugh   C14, 15 
   Patrick  A15 
   Mary   A15 
   James  A15 
   Ann   A15 
   Bridget  A15 

DUFFY, Anne    Bll 
 

MONTROONEY, Roger  C16 
 
 

FAUSETT, Henry   C4 MURPHY,  John   B15 
   Patrick  B18 
 

FEE,  Dinis    B17 
  Patrick   B16 
 

McALYNAN,  Cormick  Al 
   Hugh   Al 
 

FAGAN, Patrick   B2 McCABE,  Catty   B2 
 

FLANAGAN Ann (alias CARE)  B7 
 

McELROY,  John   A8 

GILGUNN, Hugh B3 
 

MAGRATH,  Henry  A10 
 

GREEN, Darby   Bll 
 

McGRATH,  Francis  All 
   Thomas  All 
 

LALLY, Sicily    C8 McLaughlin  Michael  A15 
LEONARD, Ann    A3, C3 
  Denis    A5 
  Francis   A4 
  John    A3, Bl 
  Owen    A3, A4 
  Robert   A2 
  Terence   C2 
  William   A5 
 

McSCALLOG,  Fr   B4 
   Patrick  B5 
 

LILLY, Michael   B8 McWIRE  Brldget  B14 
 OWNS,  A9 

 

 TEMPLENAFFERIN - Alphabetical Index Templenafferin (Section A. inside ruins)

C16

C8 C7 C6 C5

C14

C4

C3
C2

C1C9
C11 C10

C12

B6 B7
B10 B11

B12 B13 B14 B15 B16B17 B18
B8B9

A14

A13

A12
A11

A10

A9

A8

A7A6A5

A2 A3 A4
A1

B1

B2

B3
B4

C13

B5

A15

C15

 
TEMPLENAFFERIN - Chronological Index   
 
1700-1799 1800-1899 1900- 
1727 B14 1803 B7 1929 A2 
1729 B4 1805 B15  
1732 C6 1807 A7  
1743 Al 1816 All  
1754 B3 1817 A4  
1757 C16 1818 A10  
1758 B9 1825 A3  
1760 B5 1828 C12  
1764 B2 1839 C3  
1765 C14 1869 Bl  
1772 A9 1870 A14  
1773 C13 1871 A8  
1780 C8 1898 A5  
1781 B8   
1783 C4   
1784 A10   
1787 Bll   
1790 A9   
1794 B6   
1798 B17   
1799 A6, C5   
 

TEMPLENAFFERIN 
- Chronological Index

Templenafferin 
Graveyard

&
Gravestones

Southern Wall of Templenaffrin 

Note these lists do not include the inscrip-
tions reported by Viator in the Clogher 
Record.  (see next page)
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Section B
 
Section B 
Bl. Slab 2.1 x 1 m 
May the Lord have mercy on the soul of 
John Leonard who departed this life 
15th November 1869 aged 72 years. 
Also his son John who departed this life 
20th May aged 25 years. 
 

B2. 
Here lyeth the body of Catty McCabe 
who departed this life 9th October 1764 
Aged 27 years. Patrick Fagan 

B3. 
Pray for the soul of Hugh Gilgunn who 
departed this life 17th Jan 1754 aged 49 
years. 

B4. 
According to Canon McKenna, this is 
the grave of Father McScallog, penal 
day priest. 
 

B5. 
Pray for the soul of Patrick McScallog 
who died 10th April 1760 aged 22 years. 

B6. 
Erected by Gilbert Cosgrave in memory 
of his wife Ann Connely who died 
March 1794. 

B7. 
Here lieth the body of Ann Flanagan, 
alias Care who departed this life 26th 
February 1803 aged 74 years. 
  

B8. 
Here lies the body of Michael Lilly who 
died 27th April 1781 aged 74 years. 
 

B9. 
Here lyeth the body of John Magee who 
died 3rd Dec. 1758 aged 76 years. 
 

B10. 
Slab 1.8 x .85 m Illegible. 

B11. 
Slab 1.85 x 9 m Erected by Anne Duffy 
in memory of her husband Darby Green 
who died 16th August 1787 aged 38 
years. 

B12.  
No inscription. 

B13.  
No inscription. 

B14 
Here lyeth the body of Bridget McWire 
who died 27th July 1727. 

B15. 
Pray for the soul of John Murphy who 
dep. this life 1st January 1805 aged 54 
years.  
 

B16 
God have mercy on the soul of Patrick 
Fee who depd. this life ________. 

B17. 
Here lyeth the body of Dinis Fee who 
dep. this life 7th Nov. 1798 aged 58 
years. 
 

B18. 
Here lyeth the body of Patrick Murphy 
who dep. this life ___________. 

 

Section C 
 
C1. Blank C2. Slab 2 x .9 m Sun, IHS 

This stone is erected by Terence 
Leonard of Dereen who departed this 
life 90 years. 
 

C3. Slab 2 x 1 m Broken 
Sacred to the memory of Anne Leonard 
who departed this life 27th April 1839 
aged 12. 

C4. 
Here lies the body of Henry Fausett who 
died 2nd Feb. 1783 aged 89 years. 
 

C5. Slab 1.98 x .9 m 
This Stone erected by Peter Scallon in 
memory of his daughter Catherine who 
departed this life 8th Jan. 1799 aged 26 
years. 

C6.  
Pray for the soul of Thorlough Scallon 
who depd. this life l9th Nov. 1732 This 
stone erected by his sons Hugh, Patrick, 
Bryan and Constan. 
 

C7. Blank C8. 
Pray for ye soul of Sicily Lally who 
depd. this life 10th March 1780 aged 59 
years. 
 

C9.  Blank 

C10. Blank C11. Blank  
C12. Slab 2.05 x .94 m 
Erected by William Parker in memory of 
his son William who departed this life 
16th Jan. 1828 aged 18 years. 
 

C13.Pray for the soul of Nalby Lunny 
who depd. this life 17th March 1773 
aged 56 years. 
 

C14. Slab 2.18 x .97 m 
Here lyeth the body of Hugh Maguire 
who died 22nd June 1765 aged 64 years. 
Erected by His Son Patrick__________. 
 

C15. Broken 
This cross was erected by Hugh 
Maguire________. 

C16. 
Here lieth the body of Roger 
Montrooney who departed this life 6th 
Feb. 1757 aged 75 years. 
 

  

 

Section C

Father Scolloge was registered during the Penal Laws as a ‘Pop-
ish Priest of Cleenish Parish’ and gave Mullaghdun as his home 
place.He was at that time 58 years old and had been ordained in 
Dublin by Blessed Oliver Plunkett in May 1670. He died in 1729, 
at the age of 83 years and his grave is marked with a simple little 
cross which bears the inscription:

 1729
I .H. S. 
 C. S.

P.
(Charles Scolloge Priest)

Templenaffrin Church

The above list of gravestones is  based upon the work of Fermanagh District Council Researchers, Via-
tor (Rev Fr. Canon Leyden)  in the 1957 Clogher Record, published a list of inscriptions. He recorded the 
following ones in addition:-
Between C13 & C16; William Parker to his son William died 16 Jan 1828 aged 18; 
also self, William, son of John; grandson William; great-grandson William, died June 
1910 aged 2.
Between C8  & C4; Thorlaugh Scallan died 19 Nov 1732. By his sons Hugh, Patrick, 
Bryan, Constan. Peter Scallan for his daughter Catherine died 8 Jan 1799, or 1900, 
aged 26. 
Between C3 &  C2; Own Leonard fro his wife and children.
At B4; Buried here too is James Corrigan and wife Elisabeth Gordon. 

Maguire headstone
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Killinagh - Cill Laigne
(Contributed)

Tomb inside Killinagh  Church

The windows at Killinagh

The Church of Killinagh - Cill Laigne founded in the early part of the sixth century by 
St Laighne. According to local tradition the original Church which gave its name to 
the parish was founded by Saint Bridget and St Laighne. The festival of St Laighne's 
in Garjnan is entered in "The Martyrology of Donegal" at January 12th. It is signifi-
cant that there are two Holywells in the parish, one dedicated to Saint Bridget and 
the other to Laighne. St Liaghne is said to have been a native of Leinster, hence his 
name, which: signifies a Leinsterman. It is said he was converted to Christianity by St 
Bridget. “Martyology of Tallagh” has St Laigne son of Garbain but none of the early 
references identify him with a particular locality. In the parish of Killinagh his memory 
is enshrined in the tradition of the people. Legends of conversion by Saint Bridget who 
lived during the last half of the fifth and the first quarter the sixth century. We cannot 
ascertain the exact period during which St Laighne flourished. The Church of Killin-
agh belonged to the Abbey Ceanannus, Co. Meath, to the Abbot of which one third of 
the tithes were payable. In roman documents of 1430 and 1433 there are references to 
Ruerico Magamrughaiy (Maguran) who was the perpetual vicar of the parish Church 
“Cylinalayncha” Situated between the lakes and mountains of Tullyhaw barony the 
parish has many remains of antiquity deserving of close historical examination
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Blacklion In 1922

Blacklion today
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Religion in the Penal Days
CHURCHES:
As we have seen,  there are the remains of four medieval 
churches in this area. It  is not immediately obvious why 
they should all be ruins dating from the same period. 
Why did they suddenly, at around the same time, fall 
into disuse?  Firstly let us read what Livingstone had to 
say about the Penal Times:

The various anti-Catholic laws that were made by the 
Irish Parliament after the Treaty of Limerick (1691) are 
generally called the Penal Laws. There had, indeed, 
been many anti-Catholic laws passed before this pe-
riod, but the anti-Catholic legislation was far from being 
complete. The seventeenth century finalised the British 
conquest of Ireland. At the beginning of the eighteenth 
century there remained the enormous task of converting 
the Irish Catholic Masses to the Protestant faith. This 
was the primary purpose of the Penal Code. The laws 
had, however, a second object, and this was equal in 
importance to the first. They aimed at making the Irish 
Catholic people so poor, so ignorant, and so depraved 
that they would never revolt again. The Mass of Irish 
land and wealth was now in Protestant planter hands, 
and that situation must never change. 

RELIGIOUS DISABILITIES OF CATHOLICS
The means which the Irish Parliament adopted for the 
conversion of the Irish Catholics were very simple, if not 
too simple. By a law of 1697 all bishops, priests who ex-
ercised jurisdiction, vicars capitular, deans, archdeacons, 
and priests of religious orders, were ordered to leave 
Ireland and not to return. The parochial clergy were al-
lowed to remain. By a law of 1703 they were bound to 
register in the first court held after June 24,1704. Each 
priest had to give his name, address, parish, age, and 
to state who ordained him. One priest only was allowed 
to each parish. The registered priests were allowed to 
continue with their ministry. As, however, there were of-
ficially no bishops in the country, and as further parochial 
clergy were forbidden to enter Ireland after January 1, 
1704, it was assumed that the priesthood would even-
tually die out. Without their priests, it was felt, the Irish 
Catholic people would soon abandon their faith, and a 
reinvigorated Protestant church would soon enlist them. 
In theory the plan seemed perfect.

The following is a summary of the main Penal Laws:

No catholic could be a solicitor, gamekeeper or 
constable.
Catholics could not possess a horse of greater value 
than £5, any protestant offering that sum could 
take  possession of the animal.
Catholics were not allowed to attend a university, 
keep a school, or send his children to be educated 
abroad, ten pounds reward was offered for the dis-
covery of a roman catholic schoolmaster 
Catholics could not buy land or receive it as a gift 
from a protestant. 
No catholic may bequeath his land as a whole, he 
must divide it among all his sons, unless one of them 
becomes a protestant, in which case he will inherit 
the whole estate.
The orphan children of catholics must be brought 
up as protestants.

Local tradition abounds with stories of Mass rocks 
and priests being hidden - persecution was not always 
official nor consistent through the years. Different 
areas and landlords enforced the laws with different 
rigour. Not all clergy were illegal nor Masses illegal 
but disruption was very common and most clergy were 
illegal. There however were some short periods of real 
persecution. Livingstone reports:

The threatened Stuart invasion of 1708 set one of 
these in motion. A new law of 1709 forced all regis-
tered priests to swear in public court ...that the Stuart 
family had no right to the throne. 

As a result of the obvious refusals most priests found 
themselves illegal. Folklore on hunted priests abound 
from this sad era.
Similar storms of persecution broke out in 1715 and 
1718.
Persecution however was not the only problem as 
Livingstone explains:

The merely religious anti-Catholic laws were not, 
however, the main difficulty that faced the Church in 
the early eighteenth century. The smooth operation of 
the Church was hindered on all sides simply by ab-
solute poverty. Because of the wars, the plantations, 
and the other laws of the Penal Code the Catholic 
people were in dire poverty....One aspect of the all-
round poverty was seen in the fact, that Catholics 
had virtually no churches. The old churches had been 
confiscated and the people could not afford to build 

new ones. Even if they had the money the landlords 
would hardly have given the sites. The result was 
that the vast majority of Catholic services had to be 
held in the open air.

Hence the Mass rocks. 

LOCAL PENAL DAY MASS SITES     
        
The Penal  years in Fermanagh lasted from 1691 to 
1778. After the persecution of James the First, the 
Catholic faith was deemed treasonable.   As we have 
seen  Catholics, driven underground, had to practise 
Mass in secret places.  It became common during these 
years to hold Mass in huts, sheds, caves, stables, or 
even outdoors. Sentries were posted to watch for 
soldiers, as both the congregation and priest were 
in grave danger of being caught and punished.  The 
fine for anyone allowing a priest to say Mass in their 
house was £30 and a year imprisonment.
                                        
Priests were especially vulnerable during this time.  
Many had no fixed abode, travelling about the country 
serving the people as best they could.  No written 
records were kept by the Church during Penal times, 
as ecclesiastical jurisdiction was a felony punishable 
by death.
                                                                 
The Bishops of the church in Ulster fervently tried 
to  regulate the practices of the penal day Mass sites. 
The February 19, 1614 Synod of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of Armagh outlines legislation dealing with 
the administration of the Eucharist.

“Let nobody dare to celebrate Mass in any place that 
is not above reproach, that is smoky or fetid, that 
contains the stalls of animals or is otherwise dirty; 
nor in places that are too dark and without enough 
light; but not in the open unless the number of the 
congregation demands it or persecutions compel it.  
Then care must be taken that the altar is safe from 
the wind and rain, and from any dirt that is liable to 
fall on it... Moreover it must be secure, firm, large 
enough, not tilting, unsteady nor too narrow.”
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Penal Sites

“With my own memory there was nothing in existence 
for the Catholics for the worship of God except the 
mere altar, covered with a little open roof to protect the 
priest from rain, which it was incapable of doing.  The 
altar was about two feet in depth and the open shed 
which covered it, not more than three, so that when the 
wind or rain or snow blew from a particular direction 
the officiating clergyman had nothing to cover him or 
protect him from the elements.  In my early life three 
such altars were the only substitutes for chapels in my 
native parish, which is one of the largest in the diocese.  
There was always a little plot of  green sward allowed 
to be annexed to the altar on which the congregation 
could kneel; and as these plots and little altars were 
always on the roadside,* they presented something 
very strange and enigmatical to such as did not under-
stand their meaning for the following reason.  During 
the winter months and wet weather in general, those 
of both sexes who attended worship were obliged to 
bring with them small trusses of either hay or straw 
on which to kneel, as neither man nor woman could 
kneel on a wet sward, through which the moist yellow 
clay was oozing, without soiling or disfiguring their 
dress, or catching cold from the damp.  Indeed, I must 
say that during the winter months the worship of God 
was in one sense a very trying ceremony. These small 
trusses were always left on the place of worship, lying 
within a foot of each other, and as I said, presented an 
unintelligible sight to any person ignorant of the custom.  
The places of Roman Catholic worship then were very 
properly called altars, as it would have been impossible 
to apply any other term.”

                                        
(*Carelton correctly states that in those days (c. 1810) 
these altars were located along roadsides.)

So we can see why the churches were abandoned (de-
stroyed) in the middle ages and why there was no tradition 
of fine churches in Ireland, like one sees in countries like 
Spain and Italy,  who proudly show off their medieval 
churches in excellent condition, while we can only show 
our ruins! Chapels did begin to appear in the second 
half of the 1700s. At first they were simple, thatched, 
sod houses but in the 1800s we see the building of proud 
stone churches like St Patrick’s at Holywell.

Though this reflects the ideal of the Church at the 
time that Mass-rocks and Mass-gardens were to be 
used as temporary emergency measures, the reality  
was somewhat different.  Threat of persecution was 
so great that for most of the seventeenth century and 
all of the eighteenth century these field-altars became 
permanent features in every parish in Ireland.  Many 
of the altar stones were cracked or broken.  The priest’s 
vestments were often faded and soiled.  Chalices were 
mostly made of tin, not of the usual gold or silver. Es-
sentially, the people improvised as best as they could 
to provide a safe area to practice a religion which had 
been outlawed.

Events of the Penal Years 
                                                                 
1697:  All Bishops, priests, or others who exercised ju-
risdiction were ordered to leave the country.  Parochial 
clergy only were permitted to remain.

1703:  A law was introduced whereby each priest had 
to register his name, address, parish, age and where 
ordained.  One priest only was allowed per parish, 
but no Bishops were permitted.  During this period, 
Fermanagh had only thirteen registered priests and 
their average age was 54 years.

1704:  Rev. Charles Scolloge (age 58 years old) reg-
istered as pastor of Cleenish in Enniskillen on 13th 
July.  He had been ordained by Saint Oliver Plunkett 
in May 1670 in Dublin and gave Mullaghdun as his 
place of residence.

1709:  Priests were forced to take an oath in public 
court swearing that the family of the House of Stuart 
had no right to the  English throne; any priest who 
refused was forbidden to continue his ministry.  No 
Fermanagh priest would take the oath, so they all were 
forced to carry out their ministry illegally.  To further 
complicate matters, another law was passed  whereby 
any Catholic summoned and under oath would have 
to give information about priests and where Mass 
was being held. Because of this, some  priests were 

forced to say Mass with their faces covered or alone 
in a room with only a window opened to allow the 
parishioners to hear.
                                                   
1714:  Sheriff of Fermanagh, Mervyn Archdale, acting 
on executive orders, held a meeting of the magistrates 
of Co. Fermanagh to devise ways to banish Popish 
priests who had not taken the oath. A list was drawn 
up by the magistrates naming Fermanagh priests 
who were preaching illegally.  Rev. Charles Scolloge’s 
name headed the list.

1731:  A report on “The State of Popery in the Diocese 
of Clogher” states that the parish of Cleenish has 
one popish priest and a curate.  Though there was 
no church or Mass house, there were three alters and 
Mass was often said in private houses and barns. 
Despite the high price which the Government put 
on a Catholic school master's head, there were two 
popish schools in the parish.

The religious oppression of the Penal years led to the 
establishment of a variety of secret, hidden places 
of worship in the parish of Cleenish. Some were 
located in the centre of the parish, to accommodate 
the greatest number of people.  Others were located 
in the townland of the practising priest.  Generally 
speaking, the more intense the persecution, the more 
hidden and remote the site. As the end of the penal 
years approached, Mass sites were placed in more 
accessible locations, even along roadsides.  Their 
conditions had improved somewhat as well, with 
semi-permanent roofs erected over some of the field 
altars. These shelters, known as scalan or bothogs, 
evolved into the thatched Mass-house and then 
eventually became the post-penal day chapel.
One of the most personalised descriptions of a Mass 
site/field altar is taken from the biography of William 
Carleton (1798-1869) who attended Mass at the field-
altars in his local parish of Clogher. (Source:  Clogher’s 
Altars of the Penal Days... Rev. P. O'Gallachair)  He 
explains: 
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Penal Sites

A deep cleft in Aughrim rock leads to 
the Mass Rock Site, the actual altar 
cannot be identified.

Mullan Mass 
Rock

Local Mass Rocks
There were many sites of worship throughout County 
Fermanagh. Mass-rocks, Mass-gardens, and Mass-
sheds were tucked into the folds of hills and fields 
throughout the countryside. Five local field-altars/
Mass sites that still can be seen are those at Aughrim, 
Mullardlougher and Mullan, which are  within our 
study area,  while Clogher bog and Carrickanaltar are 
just outside it.  The rock at Carrickanalter was used as 
recently as Sunday 16th August 1987 for Benediction.  
The present church of St. Patrick at Holywell was built 
on, or close to, the site of a Mass-house.

Rev P Ó Gallachair reports in the Clogher Record, 1957:

MULLAN
At Cashelbane, part of a stone fort on James Lilly’s 
land. This Mass-rock consists of four stones: one 
large one resting on two smaller, and on top the 
rude altar-stone with cross incised. This site was 
recently marked with an oak cross by Rev. C. B. 
Leydon, C.C., and blessed by the Very Rev. M. 
McElroy, P.P., in an impressive open-air ceremony 
attended by a large congregation on Sunday, 25th 
September, 1955.
A strong local tradition refers to a priest coming 
there from Leitrim bare-footed, his shoes slung 
over his shoulder.

AGHNAGLACK (Carrickanaltar)
Mass-rock in a natural grotto, high up (around 
600 feet) in the face of the 
mountain. “ I.H.S.” rudely 
inscribed in rock baldachino 
over the Altar. A piece of 
bell recently 
found here, 
now in 
James Gil-
murry’s of 
Killycreen 
nearby. 

AUGHRIM 
On David Fossett’s (Fawcett) land 1/4 mile from 
Belcoo, a remarkable wide and deep cleft in 
Aughrim Rock, unknown to most local people. 
This church-sized cleft has an opening at either 
end and a third provides access to the top of the 
rock. After the unroofing of Templenaffrin Church 
nearby, this natural open-air church is said to 
have been the Mass-centre.

CLOGHER BOG
This Mass-site is easily the most isolated and the 
highest situated in the whole diocese, being about 
three miles from the nearest road, in the heart of 
the mountains, about 800 ft. above sea level. It 
is a small grotto beside the tiny lake of Loughna-
cloyduff. Among the rude inscriptions in the rock 
are crosses in squares and the date “ 1777.” This 
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TEMPLEMULLEN/TEMPLEMOYLE
This chapel is referred to as Templemoyle on the OS 
maps however there is some confusion over its proper 
name. The OS memoirs of 1835 states:

Tampulmoyle ruins are situated in the townland of Gorta-
hurk, 1 and a half miles west of Mullaghdun church. That 
part of the ruins now standing appears to have been the 
north west corner. Its greatest height is scarcely 8 feet. 
From the side wall abuts what appears to have been 
the foundation of a cross wall which divided the build-
ing into 2 apartments. There was formerly a graveyard 
round the ruins but it has been cultivated and no trace 
of it appears at present. A corpse <corps> brought from 
the county of Tyrone about 50 years ago was the last 
buried in it. Tampulmoyle signifies “the church without a 
spire or tower” or “the bare church.” 

The Clogher Clergy & Parish states:

In the 1603 survey in the pre-plantation parish of boho, 
there was a chapel-of-ease called Templemullen. It stood 
in a tate whereof the natives and possessors were the 
sept of MacGarrahan. They paid yearly, five gallons of 
butter and an axe to the abbot of Lisgool.

The pastors portion of the tithes of this tate belonged to 
the pastor of Cleenish, although the vicar of Boho was 
accountable for the cure of souls and the maintenance 
of the chapel. Even though the chapel is not marked on 
the 1609 map it is referred to in the survey and inquisi-
tion as the “Chapel of the Mill”, and “Templemoillen”. It 
is located near Mullaghdun and its site is marked by an 
old disused graveyard in Gortahurk West.

However the same source tells us:
There is a second chapel of ease, referred to in the 
1603 survey, as the "Church of Templemayle" and in the 
Inquisition of 1609 as the "Chapple of Templemoyle". It 
stood we believe in the old graveyard, now long disused, 
in the townland of Tully, in Inishmore island. 

There are two chapels named, only one of these could 
have been at Gortahurk!  I hope somebody can unravel 
this mystery.

cave and a smaller one inside are described as 
“partially artificial” in the Preliminary Survey of the 
Ancient Monuments of Northern Ireland, p. 158. 
This work fails to notice the inscribed date or the 
cave’s penal-day associations

MULLARDLOUGHER
Site of bóthog in garden opposite Gilleece’s house 
in T. Corrigan’s land.

This site is also referred to in the OS Memoirs, 1835:

Mullydullagher chapel, situated near Mullaghdun 
church, is a plain, stone building with thatched 
roof capable of accommodating 300 persons at 
worship. A stone on the front bears the following 
inscription viz. “Rev[erendus] Pr Martin me fieri 
fecit, AD 1803.” 

ST JOSEPHS CHURCH  MULLAGHDUN

In compliance with the act for the registering of popish 
priests the rev Charles Scolloge registered at Enniskillen, 
13th July 1704, as Popish Priest of Cleenish and gave 
Mullaghdun as his place of abode. He was then 58, and 
had been ordained by Blessed Oliver Plunket in Dublin in 
May 1670. Mullaghdun appears to have been the centre 
of Catholic activity in the parish during the late 17th and 
18th centuries successive pastors down to middle of last 
century occupied a little house to the left of the road above 
Mullaghdun Catholic Church. The Mass garden adjoins 

this house. The first catholic chapel here, a modest thatched 
house, was built about 1760 in what is known as “the gravel 
hole” The present chapel of ease was erected by the Rev 
Patrick Carroll PP on a site given by Mr Hamilton Jones, 
a liberal minded protestant land agent. The Rev Eugene 
MacMahon PP carried out an extensive renovation of this 
church under the supervision of Mr Anthony Scott architect 
in the years 1914 -15. 

Canon McKenna in the “Diocese of Clogher Parochial Records of 1920"

TULLINTESKIN
Mass Rock only came to light recently,  even though it 
was known about by some people from the area. A small 
cross can be seen sculptured into the rock face. It is also 

a unique site in that there was 
a schoolhouse at this very site, 
marked on the 1835 OS map
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Holywell church was practically rebuilt during the years 
1912-13. (Fr Leyden,  in his notes, refers to flagged floors and 
no seating until 1913). A new sacristy, a new roof for the 
church, three new stained glass windows in the west gable 
were added. A new gallery and two new confessionals 
besides new seating accommodation was provided. 
Alongside the roadway outside the church gate 10-12 
new timber-iron stables for horses and a timber-iron 
garage to accommodate the priest’s car were provided. 
During that period parishioners who lived in distant 
parts of the parish used horse drawn cars and traps to 
drive to Mass in Holywell church.
Contractors: Mc Adorely and Sons Dundalk, Co. Louth.

1960/61

Further reconstruction and renovation to Holywell 
church took place during these years, under the super-
vision of Very Rev. Michael  McElroy P.P. The work on 
this occasion included the removal of three stained glass 
windows from the west gable of the church. A new brick 
wall constructed inside the church covered the entire 
gable inside. Two new walls were then constructed on 
each side of the altar which gave additional accommoda-
tion to the existing sacristy on one side and provided an 
ante-room for the storage of church requirements on the 
opposite side. Overhead a semi-circular arch connect-
ing the two walls was provided, giving a very sublime 
effect to the altar and sanctuary itself. In the sanctuary 
two new side altars were provided with each facing the 

 St. Patrick's Church 
Holywell

 St. Patrick's Church Holywell

HISTORY OF ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH HOLYWELL

(contributed by J. Timoney)

1828 
Holywell church was built in the year 1828 by Rev. James 
Rooney, close to or on the site of a thatched Mass House 
which had served the parish until then. The roof of this 
church or Mass House had blown off during a wind 
storm, collapsing on top of the congregation. One Mary 
Leonard was the only person injured in that disaster. Ter-
ence, whom many present parishioners may remember 

as sacristan of Holywell 
Church, with other mem-
bers of the same family 
were great-grand-children 
of the injured woman. 
Mary Jane is believed to 
be now the only surviving 
member of that family.

Father James Rooney who had the Church built, was 
appointed Administrator in the parish in 1824. He was 
appointed Parish Priest in 1835. He died here on 14th 
September 1839, aged 41 years. A mural tablet in St. 
Patrick’s Church, Holywell, commemorates him in the 
following inscription.....

‘ORA PRO ANIMA REVD. JACOBI ROONEY P.P. 
DA CLANISH-QUI VICES AJUS PER ANNES 
QUARUARDECIM - CUM LAUDE GEREBAD,
SUB QUE HASC-ECCLESIA AEDIFICATA FUIT
NORTUS EST DIE 14 A SEPTEMBRIS, 
ANNO 41 MO ACATATIS SUI.
    A.D. DMD CCC XXXlX’

1879 
During this year, the present tower was added to Holywell 
Church. The Mass Bell was hung in the tower in 1896. All 
of the work was carried out under the supervision of Fr. 
Laurence Gaugheran. P.P. The old bell, which hung on 
a tree outside was given to Killinagh Church, where it 
remained until 1931. It passed afterwards to Wheathill 
Church. Fr Gaugheran was a native of the Meath Diocese. 
After his ordination, he was affiliated to the Clogher Dio-
cese in 1895. He resigned this Parish in 1899 and went to 
America, where he died on 30th March 1901.

1901

Rev. Eugene McMahon, Adm. Clontibret, Co. Mona-
ghan, was appointed and, after some time in the parish 
of Cleenish, as P.P. and a Canon in the Clogher Diocese. 
During his pastorate the Very Rev. Eugene Canon Mc 
Mahon P.P. carried out extensive repairs to all three 
churches in Cleenish Parish, besides providing a new 
presbytery in Arney and two new schools - one in Lat-
tone and St Patrick’s at Holywell. He died in Arney on 
8th December 1932.
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 St. Patrick's Church Holywell

St Sinell's 
Oratory, Belcoo.

(contributed by J.Timoney)

St Sinnell’s Oratory, Belcoo, was blessed and opened by 
the late Most Rev. Eugene O’Callaghan, D.D. Bishop of 
Clogher, on 9th December, 1957. Afterwards, His Lordship 
presided at the first Mass in the new Oratory, which was 
celebrated by Rev. G. Ferguson C.C. Carrickmacross, and 
now P.P. in Rockcorry, Co. Monaghan. Also present for 
the ceremony were the late Rev.M.McElroy, P.P. Cleenish, 
Rev. G. Timoney, C.C. Ederney, now P.P. Irvinestown. ; 
Frs. Ferguson and Timoney being natives of the parish. 
About 100 parishioners, the total capacity to fill the new 
Oratory, were present ; for the ceremony.
Prior to the new Oratory being built, the morning Mass 
on week-days, was celebrated in the nearby Parish Hall. 
This centre was found to be unsuitable in many ways. 
Since the new Oratory was provided, it has been used 
for celebration of Mass on week-days, for Confessions 
on Saturday each week and the eve of First Fridays and 
Church Holy-days and for Benediction on each Sunday 
evening throughout the year.
The Oratory has provided a long-felt need for parishoners 
in the Belcoo area and the surrounding district. Besides 
this, it is used frequently by shoppers and others,  who 
visit Belcoo for business reasons. It' s used extensively by 
residents from Blacklion, Co. Cavan In recent years, bus 
loads of people passing through Belcoo on their journey 
to Knock Shrine, normally stop at the picnic area in the 
village. Most of these passengers visit the Oratory, light 
candles and spend a little time in quiet prayer. Many 
people are heart-felt in their praise for the quiet, peaceful 
and devotional atmosphere of the little Oratory in Belcoo. 

lands of Cornacully, Meenarainey, Slapragh, Ballintempo, 
Ora Beg and Killycreen were populous areas many years 
ago, with large families in each household. In those days 
parishioners and their families were faithful and loyal 
to their own church, their parish and to the priests who 
ministered here by giving their fullest co-operation and 
support to everything connected with their parish.

1970/1976

Following changes made at the Vatican Council held in 
the early sixties, it became necessary to make changes in 
all churches in order to meet the requirement and deci-
sions arrived at during that council. One of the changes 
required was the provision of a new type of altar, where 
Mass could be celebrated with the celebrant facing the 
congregation. In Holywell church a new altar was pro-
vided and sited directly in front of the high altar, which 
remained intact and in its original position.

The communion rails were removed and all the floor 
space within the sanctuary, including the altar steps, 
were carpeted. The side altars were removed. A new and 
improved lighting and heating system was introduced. All 
the recent changes carried out to the interior of Holywell 
church have given the church a dignity and refinement 
of undoubted distinction,  conveying a strong sense of 
the transcendence and grandeur of God.

During 1974, extra land adjoining Holywell church was 
purchased to make provision for much needed burying 
ground and for car parking purposes. Development 
of the land has not been completed with car parking 
space available for all comers. A new roadway has been 
constructed around the old and new graveyards which 
enables parishioners, visitors and others to visit graves 
of deceased relatives with comfort and convenience. A 
new water supply with toilet facilities has been made 
available inside the church grounds. All the recent im-
provements carried out to Holywell church are greatly 
appreciated, not alone by parishioners, but by visitors, 
exiles and others who have occasion to visit the church 
and its surroundings. 

congregation. One of these altars was dedicated to Our 
Blessed Lady, and the other one dedicated to St. Joseph, 
the worker.

The scheme included the provision of a modern lighting 
and heating system for the church. The electric power 
was taken from a point near the Timoney family dwell-
ing in Kilrooskagh. New poles to carry the power lines 
were laid in fields along the route and then connected 
to a new transformer outside the church. A new floor 
in the sanctuary around the altar and in the body of the 
church was the last part of the scheme to be completed. 
The new floor consisted of a concrete base with a tile or 
terraca finish. When the entire scheme was completed 
Holywell church became one of the most modern and 
beautiful churches to be found in any rural district.

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH HOLYWELL
The entire reconstruction and renovation scheme carried 
out on this occasion to Holywell church was made pos-
sible,  by the generosity of the late Mr Frank McGourty, 
Ballysooragh, Belcoo, who died on the 8th January, 1959 
and was buried in the McGourty family burying plot at 
Holywell church.

Prior to this reconstruction and renovation scheme being 
carried out, the interior of Holywell church bore all the 
semblance of a large, empty four walled building with a 
very high roof. The floor was made up of flag-stones of 
different sizes. A feeling of coldness seemed to perme-
ate the interior of the building during all seasons. Three 
old fashioned oil lamps hung from the ceiling along the 
centre aisle. These lamps were normally brought into 
use once annually on the occasion of the early morning 
Mass on Christmas day.

Yet despite all the imperfections associated with Holywell 
church, parishioners attended the Sunday Masses and 
all other ceremonies held in the church regularly and 
punctually in all seasons and in all kinds of weather. To 
do this many had to travel a long distance and in many 
cases across rough terrain to reach the church. The town-
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CURATES OF CLEENISH
There was a Father Duffy here in 1808, and a Rev James 
McKenna in 1813. It is only from 1835 that we are able 
to give a consecutive list of the curates.
Rev. Peter Hackett.  1833-36
Rev. Francis Tierney.  1836-38
Rev. John Rooney.  1838-41
Rev. Bernard Duffy.  1839-41
Rev. Edward Kerr.  1841-45
Rev. James Kelly.  1845-47
Rev. James Smyth.  1847-50
Rev. James Goodwin.  1850-59
Rev. James McKenna.  1859-64
Rev. Thomas Murphy.  1864-66
Rev. Francis McNally.  1866-70
Rev. John. F. Maguire.  1870-71
Rev. John O’Donnell.  1871-72
Rev. Patrick Hackett.  1872 (Jan-Oct)
Rev. Laurence Keenan.  1872-80
Rev. Patrick Boylan.  1880-84
Rev. Owen Traynor.  1884-85
Rev. Luke Bogue.  1885-86
Rev. John Dillon.  1886-88
Rev. Thomas Brennan.  1888-90
Rev. Michael Gallagher.  1890-99
Rev. Thos. J. Kennan.  1892-1902
Rev. Patrick Courtney.  1902-06 
Rev. John. J. Ward.  1905-09
Rev. Patrick Cullinan.  1909-14
Rev. James Nolan.  1912-14
Rev. Terence Caulfield.  1914-23
Rev. John Donnelly.  1914-15
Rev. Patrick Ward .  1915-16
Rev. Patrick Dempsey.  1916-17
Rev. John Crudden .  1918-20
Rev. John Donnelly.  1923-26
Rev. Philip McCabe.  1926-32
Rev. Fr. McGahon.  1926-33
Rev. James McMahon.  1930-42
Rev. C.B. Leyden.  1942-57
Rev. Patrick Burns.  1942-52

Rev. Peter Monaghan.  1957-63
Rev. Bernard McCarney. 1957-63
Rev. John McKenna .  1963-65
Rev. Austen Slowey.  1963-66
Rev John Havlin   1964-88

PASTORS OF CLEENISH
FR. CHARLES SCOLLOGE. 
Ordained by Saint Oliver Plunkett May 1670 in Dublin. 
Died 1729. Buried in Templeneffrin.

FR. CORRIGAN 
Succeeded Fr Scolloge. Resided in Kiltyphelan. Died 
1740. Buried in Templeneffrin.

FR. McNALLY. Resided in Kiltyphelan. No other records.

Rev. JOHN GOODWIN. 
Educated in France. Known to have opposed the appoint-
ment of Rev. Edward Kernan of Enniskillen as coadjutor 
bishop. Died 1835 approx. Grave unknown.

Rev. JAMES ROONEY.
Responsible for the building of St Patrick’s Church, 
Holywell in 1828. Died 1839. Commemorative tablet in 
St.Patrick’s.

Rev. JAMES SMYTH. 
Resigned the parish in 1844, was appointed parish priest 
of Aghavea.

Rev. JAMES KELLY. 
In charge of parish during the three years in which it 
was without a Parish priest.

Rev. PAUL McCUSKER
 Appointed Parish priest in 1847. Resigned parish in 1852, 
appointed pastor of Derryvullen.

Rev. JOHN McGUINNESS. 
Appointed administrator, in charge of parish until 1859.

Rev. JOHN ROONEY. 
Appointed Parish priest in 1859. Resigned in 1862, ap-
pointed pastor of Iniskeen, Monaghan.

Rev. THOS. CASSIDY Succeeded Fr. Rooney.

Rev. PATRICK CARROLL. 
Appointed in 1866. Died 1876. 
Rev. JAMES McQUAIDE. 
Parish priest 1876-78. Moved to Devenish East.

Rev. THOS. MURPHY.
Succeeded Fr. McQuaide. Remained pastor until 1895.

Rev. LAURENCE GAUGHERAN.
Appointed parish priest in 1895.Resigned in 1899. Went 
to America, where he died in 1901

Rev. EUGENE McMAHON. 
Succeeded Fr. Gaugheran. Carried out extensive repairs 
to all three churches in Cleenish parish, built a new 
presbytery in Arney and two new schools, one in Lat-
tone and at St.Patrick’s, Holywell. Appointed P.P. 1902. 
Remained until 1932.

Rev. JOHN DONNELLY.
1933-55

Rev. MICHAEL McELROY.
1956-64

Rev. OWEN McCORMACK
1965-70

Rev KEVIN SLOWEY
1970-1988

Rev. JOHN FINNEGAN
1988-

Parish Priests & Curates of Cleenish



Page 76

Names of priests from Cleenish Parish who were or-
dained to the Priesthood since the early part of the 
present century:

1.  Rev. Laurence O’Loughlin, O.P. Born Cornagee 
Mullaghdun. Ordained to the priesthood in the 
Dominican Order Ministered in several countries 
abroad Died in Trinadad, West Indies in 1930. 
R.I.P..

2.  Patrick J McManus. Born Drumane Arney, Or-
dained a priest for Diocese, in Maynooth. Died 
in Inniskeen on 2nd February, 1952. R.I.P..

3. Rev. John McManus,. Born Drumane, .Arney. 
Ordained to the priesthood in Maynooth. Min-
istered in Clogher Diocese, Died in 1972.

4.  Rev. Patrick Timoney, Born Holywell. Ordained 
to the priesthood June 1921 in All Hallows Col-
lege, Dublin. Ministered in New Zealand all his 
lifetime. Died in Christchurch in May, 1963 R.I.P..

5. Rev. James Canon McManus. Born Rossavalley, 
Arney. Ordained in Maynooth for Diocese of 
Clogher. Now living in Roslea.

6.  Rev. Peter Monaghan. Born Rossavalley, Arney. 
Ordained priest for Diocese of Clogher. Minis-
tered in many parishes in Clogher until his death 
in 1970. R.I.P..

7. Rev. Thomas Gilroy, Born Drumargy, Arney. 
Ordained priest for Foreign Mission. Presently 
ministering in .Atlanta, U.S.A.

8. Rev. J. P. Murphy, S.M.A. Born Sessiagh, Arney. 
Ordained priest for the Foreign Mission. Pres-

ently ministering in South of England.

9. Rev. Patrick Stewart. Born Cornacully Holywell. 
ordained priest in 1942 for the Foreign Mission. 
(Mill Hill Order) Host of his priestly years spent 
in Kenya. Presently teaching in Dublin.

10. Rev, Gerald Timoney. Born Cornacully, Holywell. 
Ordained priest for Diocese of Clogher. Now P.P. 
in Irvinestown.

11  Rev. Gerry Ferguson Born Belcoo, Holywell. 
Ordained priest in Maynooth for Diocese of 
Clogher. Presently P.P. in Rockcorry.

12. Rev. John Higgins Born Meenawargy Holywell. 
Ordained priest for Foreign Mission in Carlow. 
Presently ministering in New South Wales.

13,  Rev. Brian Darcy, C.P. Born Arney. Ordained 
priest for the Passionist Order presently Rector 
of the Graan.

14. Rev Ed. Conway. S.M. Born Belcoo, Holywell. 
Ordained priest in Dublin in 1961, for Foreign 
Mission. Presently attached to Arch-Diocese of 
Dublin

15.  Rev. Dessie Corrigan Born Rossdoney Arney. 
Ordained in Dublin for Foreign Mission. Min-
istered in Rhodesia for some years. Presently 
teaching in Maynooth.

16.  Rev. Michael McGourty. Born Rusheen, Holywell. 
Ordained as priest in Maynooth for Diocese of 
Clogher. Presently ministering in Three-mile-
house Co. Monaghan.

NOTE
 All of those priests, whose names appear above, 

were born in Cleenish Parish where they grew 
up and attended various schools in the parish. 

Afterwards they went to colleges, schools and 
seminaries in various places to study for the 
priesthood. Following ordination most of the 
Diocesan clergy spent some years abroad help-
ing to supplement parishes where local clergy 
were scarce. Others, particularly those destined 
for the Foreign Mission

 

Priests born in the Parish
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1935 William Sleator
 He was a musical genius and 

played various instruments. 
He had to cycle to the church 
like most of his congregation.

1939 R.A. Kinston
1945 T Clements
 He became a Canon and then 

went to Enniskillen Parish as 
Dean. Shortly after his retire-
ment he died.

1948 H.L. Phair
1951 G.T. Pedlow
 He was the first clergyman to 

take up residence in the new 
Rectory

1961 W.F. Hayes
 The last rector of the Parish of 

Mullaghdun, retired in 1978 
and lived in the local Rectory until his death in 
October, 1980. He was buried in Mullaghdun  
graveyard.

1978 C.J. Pringle
 He is now the Rector of Rossorry Parish 

Church.
1980 R.J. Riddel
 He is now the Rector of Fivemiletown Parish 

Church.
1984 P.H. Hoey
 He is our present Rector.

The first clergyman to occupy the old Rectory of 
Heathdale was Edward J. McKew. It continued 
to be the official residence of Mullaghdun  clergy 
until 1957, when the new Rectory was built, which 
has now been sold to Mr William McCutcheon, a 
member of the parish with he money going to the 
Church body.
Gifts that have been donated to the Church.

The brass Eagle Lectern was presented by Mrs Kerr 
in 1919. The brass collection plates were presented 

by the Rev D.C. Abbot. The prayer desk, Commun-
ion Table, Pulpit and seats were made during the 
ministry of the Rev J.T. Abbott. The caved coffin rest 
is the work of the Rev G.T. Abbot. Improvements 
that have been carried out to the Church
A new roof was put on the Church about 1942. The 
original flat ceiling was removed. The choir seats 
and the old organ were changed to their present 
position in about 1963. Prior to that they were situ-
ated in the centre beside the vestry entrance. In 1966 
gas heating and lighting were installed. In 1979 an 
appeal to install electric lighting and heating was 
made. £3000 was raised and this together with 
£600 (presented by Mrs Gamble who had farmed 
at Lanaghran, Letterbreen) was sufficient to have 
electricity installed.
The new Church Hall
The hall was completed in 1970 on a site donated 
by the late Ivan Coulter, Letterbreen. Before this 
church services and parochial events were held in 
Gardrum Hall which had served as a school for the 
area. However it ceased to be a school when Moybane 
and Corryglass schools were opened.

Mullaghdun 
Church of Ireland

Our present church was built in 1817. When it was 
built the church was in a central position but now 
most of the parishioners have moved away from the 
church so they have along distance to travel. In 1184 
the Methodist Church was built at Letterbreen and 
many of our church members joined it. About 1865 
the sum of £537 was spent on rebuilding and repair-
ing our church. At that time this was a considerable 
sum of money. Until 1930 there was no avenue up 
to the church. Prior to this date it was owned by Mr 
Thomas Corrigan of Cornagee. However the late 
J.J. Coulter of Letterbreen succeeded in buying the 
avenue for £15.
Rectors of Mullaghdun:
1817 Andrew S. Clarke.
In 1814 he came as curate of Cleenish and was put 
in charge of Mullaghdun from 1817. He was here 
until he died in 1869 and was buried in Mullaghdun 
graveyard.
1869 David Charles Abbott
 He stayed at our parish for four years.
1873 Edward Maturin
1874 John T Abbott
 He was a brother of David C Abbott. He was 

in charge of the parish for 42 years. In 1872  
he married Pheobe, only daughter of James 
Armstrong of  Creenahoe. He died in 1915 
and was buried in Mullaghdun graveyard. 
His headstone is inscribed:

 Rev J.T.H. Abbott, 42 years Rector of Mullagh-
dun, died November 16th 1915 aged 73 years. 
In full assurance of a joyful resurrection.

1916 Edward J McKerr
1922 Edward Lionel Keane
1925 Thomas Percival Rose
1928 Richard Whitehead
 During his ministry the date was put over the 

church door.
1931 Austin Swanston
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Mullaghdun Church

Local Saints
St. SINELL 
Mary Rogers writes:
“Archdall tells us, ‘Sinell son of Manacus or Maynacur was 
abbot about the middle of the sixth century’. St. Sinell was a 
disciple of Finian of Clonard and in his turn became teacher 
of the Great Columbanus, who studied latin, the Scriptures 
perhaps Greek and Hebrew. Sinell was called “the wisest 
man in Ireland”, so it was not surprising that the apostle of 
Gaul and North Italy came here for his early studies before 
starting on his great Missionary career.... “The Monks of 
Sinell, Abbot of Cleenish, were not allowed to sift their corn, 
but were compelled to mix the chaff with the corn and water 
in a basin. This mixture being cooked with stones heated in 
the fire”. According to the register of Clogher, Sinell was given 
land by the King of Oriel whose daughter he had raised from 
the dead....The Holywell dedicated to St. Patrick near Belcoo, 
that flows out in two different directions and was known for its 
cures of nerves and paralytic disorders is said to have sprung 
up in answer to Sinells prayers.’ 

Mary Rogers, "Prospect of Erne"

In Camdens “Britannia” it is given the name “Daragh 
Phadric” His feast day is celebrated on November 12th,

ST LAISIR
There is little information available regarding St Laisir, but 
she must have been a popular saint because her name is 
widely connected with various sites throughout-t area. It 
is thought that her early church or monastery was founded 
at Killesher, because the early church which is now in 
ruins had been dedicated to her name. Her well is at the 
North West of the church. The church site-souterrain is 
reputed to be St. Laisir’s cell which was a place of refuge 
or of safety for valuables during times of trouble. The 
ruined cross from the site is now in Enniskillen museum.
A similar church site - souterrain exists in the townland 
of Aghanaglack. Tobar Laisreach (St. Laisir’s well) is also 
to be found on Lower Lough Macnean 

ST COLUMBAN

One of the most famous of St Sinnell’s pupils was Co-
lumban. A native of Leinster, he was born in the year 
530. He was remarkably handsome and the seductive 
influences around him were so many that he felt the 
need to consult a recluse about the selection of a state in 
life. This recluse warned him that if he wished to escape 
the dangers of the world he should seek God. Despite 
the dissuasion and tears of his mother he acted on this 
advice, left home and placed himself under the guidance 
of Sinnell of Cleenish.

He pursued an extensive course of study in Cleenish 
which was then one of the most advanced schools in 
Ireland. Cardinal Moran wrote of Columban: “ His 
works attest his aquaintance not only with the Latin, 
but also with the Greek and Hebrew tongues, and his 
poems, commentaries and letters, which have happily 
been preserved, still breathe the purest aroma of the 
Classical age.”

After completing his commentary on the psalms, Co-
lumban at the age of thirty bade farewell to Cleenish 
and went off to St Comgalls’ Monastic school in Bangor.

Our local primary school is called “St Columban's Pri-
mary School, Belcoo”. 

The New Organ
It is presently in use and was installed in memory 
of Canon W.F. Hayes. A donation of £500 was given 
by members of Moybane LOL 347 to the organ fund. 
Another £3500 had to be collected. This was raised 
by different events in the parish which were well 
supported. The organists at the present are Mrs Vera 
Gibson, Mr Albert Gibson and Miss Frances Arnold.
Church repairs and donated gifts.
About 1983 the church was renovated and the Sun-
day School room built on. The repairs cost £30, 587.
We had a Rehallowing of the Parish Church and 
dedication of Vestry, Sunday School room and gifts 
on Friday 29th April 1983. The Rt Rev. G. McMullen, 
Lord Bishop of Clogher was present. Over thirty 
gifts were donated to Mullaghdun Parish Church 
on this date.
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Railway Street, Belcoo, from an old postcard

From the "Well Bar" Collection
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Today children in the Belcoo region go to either St Colum-
ban’s Primary in Belcoo,  Jones Memorial in Enniskillen 
or Florencecourt Primary.Transport makes it possible for 
the centralisation of schools - however many local people 
have fond memories of the small local school where the 
teacher was an important member of the community and 
where small classes resulted in the personal touch and 
many excellent results. These early schools were also 
‘integrated’ long before this idea became popular in the 
present times. Before we look at these older schools it 
might help to trace the development of education over 
the last few hundred years.
The Penal Times and before.
We have already seen some of the effects of the Penal 
Times. However even before the penal times the state of 
schools in Ireland had deteriorated. The island of saints 
and scholars had an international reputation in the mid-
dle ages. The monastic schools were famous with pupils 
coming to Ireland from the continent and teachers/monks 
travelling to the continent to set up and teach in schools 
there. These monastic schools in Ireland also catered for 
the ordinary peasants providing elementary education. 
The Bardic schools were also unique to Ireland but were 
limited only to the select few. 
P J Dowling explains:

The Bardic Schools were purely secular institutions. 
The medium of instruction was the native tongue; 
and the Irish language and literature, Irish history, 
and the Brehon law were intensively and scientifi-
cally studied. For centuries they produced a long 
succesion of poets, historians and brehons.

P J Dowling, The Hedge Schools of Ireland
There were different types of bard - first there was the 
‘brehon’ or judge, then there was the Seanchai, and then 
there was the ‘bard’ who was simply a poet and versifier, 
and then there was the ‘file’ who was both poet and also 
scholar and guardian of traditional knowledge. All are 
commonly referred to as bards. The bardic schools were 
available to only a small number of pupils being usually 
those who were themselves descendants of bards. P J 
Dowling gives a description of such a school:

The best description we have of a Bardic School 
at work is given in the Preface to the Clanrickarde 
Memoirs, published in London in 1722. It was a 
school of poetry, and open only to students who 
were themselves descendants of poet and already 
of some distinction in their tribes. The school was 
situated in a quiet spot away from the families and 
friends of the students so that their studies should 
suffer no interruption. The school building was a 
simple construction with no windows, and furnished 
with a table, couch and chair for each student, who 
had a cubicle of his own. On the evening of the first 
day, the students were given a subject on which to 
write a poem; then they withdrew to their cubicles to 
compose their poems in complete darkness. There 
they remained till next evening when candles were 
brought and they wrote down their compositions. 
These were given to their professors in the assembly 
hall and examined by them....The period of training 
was a long one “six or seven years before a mastery, 
or the last Degree was conferr’d”

By the 1700s the bardic schools were dying out. The 
monastic schools had already been destroyed from the 
time of Henry VIII when in 1539 the suppression of 
monasteries began. The bardic schools had survived 
because they had been secular and associated with the 
great chieftains and their families. However the 1600s 
saw the general displacement of traditional Irish families 
with the failure of the 1641 rebellion and the “Flight of 
the Earls” heralding the end of an era. The loss of the 
traditional support for Irish schools was bad enough 
in itself but the Penal Code had an even greater effect. 
Again P J Dowling sums it up nicely:

‘The legislation on the subject of Catholic educa-
tion,’ wrote Lecky, the Protestant historian, ‘may be 
briefly described, for it amounted simply to universal, 
unqualified, and unlimited proscription.’ It has been 
said more than once that the laws against educa-
tion were never put rigorously into force; but there 
is much evidence to the contrary. The obstacles in 
the way of education both at home and abroad were 
very real indeed. Schoolmasters were imprisoned 
and fined. Substantial rewards were offered and 
given to those who brought about their conviction. 
Magistrates were empowered to examine on oath 
any person over the age of sixteen and anyone who 
was suspected of knowing that schools were being 

taught in the neighbourhood, or that young people 
had been sent abroad for their education was, 
therefore, obliged to tell what he knew. Protestant 
schoolmasters were forbidden to employ Catholics 
as assistant teachers; and magistrates were warned 
to attend strictly both to the letter and to the spirit 
of the law. Schoolmaster, householder, and friendly 
magistrate were equally good game for the informer. 
Things may have eased a little from time to time, 
but there were always people in authority seeking 
to continue the suppression of education. 

Yet it was amazing that despite this schools, in the form 
of “Hedge Schools”, continued to exist. Although in 1782 
there was a minor adjustment to the penal code allowing 
“persons of the popish religion” to teach there were too 
many restrictions. P J Dowling explains:

It is extremely doubtful if hedge schoolmasters, or 
indeed if any, except a few, lay teachers sought 
licences to teach. The safety of the schoolmaster 
was in his obscurity. There was no certainty that 
the best qualified applicant would obtain a licence; 
and there was no guarantee that having obtained 
it he would be allowed to continue to hold it. So 
it was that the Hedge Schools, often described 
by contemporary writers as ‘unlicensed schools’, 
were illegal schools till the passing of the Catholic 
Emancipation Act in 1829. 

How did the hedge school operate? Because the school-
master or mistress was forbidden to teach they had to do 
it secretly, and because householders could be penalised 
for harbouring a teacher, they had to teach in out of the 
way places, often out of doors. So a remote spot would 
be selected with a hedge or bank to hide the class from 
any chance passer-by. A pupil would usually be placed 
on look out. In winter this meant much hardship for 
teacher and pupil alike. Later, when the laws were less 
strictly enforced, classes were held in a barn or cabin 
even though the name “Hedge School” was retained. 
Several travelling writers at the time observed that the 
ordinary people were very keen, despite their poverty, 
to have their children educated. The education report 
following the passing of the Catholic emancipation act in 
1829 records the condition of many of the hedge schools 
that were already in existence - as can be seen most of 
the buildings were just mud cabins.
So the in the early part of the 1880s most of the schools 

Schools.
by

 Gaby Burns
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Townland Gardrum Bohavenue 

(Bohevny) 
Cornagee Mullynamudy Clegan 

(Cleggin) 
Killrusky 
(Kilroosky) 

Master/Mistress Thomas Elliot John Hill Thomas Green Philip Lunny Francis Magrath Michael 
Cosgrove 

Relgion of 
Teacher 

protestant protestant R catholic R catholic R catholic R catholic 

Annual Income of 
Teacher 

£12 £10 £10 about £10 about £10 about £8 

Description of 
SCHOOL-
HOUSE 
or probable cost 
thereof 

mud walls and 
thatched; 
about£6 

a sod wall hous; 
about £3 

a sod wall house; 
about £3 

very bad, built 
with sods; 
about £1 

a cabin, with stone 
wall; about £2 .10s 

school held in 
chapel 

Protestants 108 26 5  21 6 
Catholics 10 - (24) 40 45 30 44 
Male 46 14 27 24 26 23 
Female 72 10 18 11 25 17 
Societies* London 

Hibernian Soc. 
Mr C Fausett 
gives £1. 2s 9d 
per annum 

none none none none none 

Scriptures, read , 
version 

read V. n.s. read; A.V. read; A.V. read; A.V. read; A.V. read; A.V. 

Editor’s Map 
reference 

G18 J16 H15    

The following is 
in Ordinance 
Survey Report 
1835: 

 Not in report Not in report   Not in report 

Protestants 34   4 20  
Catholics 4   56 50  
Male 23   30 45  
Female 15   30 25  
Total 38   60 70  
How supported pupils pay 1s 6d 

to 2s per quarter 
  pupils pay 1s 6d 

to 1s 8d per 
quarter 

paid by quarterage 
of pupils 2s to 2s 6d  

 

Established 1826   1819 1805  
 
 
Townland Tullybellina Carricabeenan Florencecourt Wheat Hill Cladagh  
Master/Mistress James Maguire George Doross Wm. Wade Brynn Gillied Stephen Loughlin  
Relgion of 
Teacher 

R catholic R catholic protestant R catholic R catholic  

Annual Income of 
Teacher 

about £12 about £20 about£16 about £9 about £12  

Description of 
SCHOOL-
HOUSE 
or probable cost 
thereof 

a small cabin 
built by master, 
about £2 

thatched with 
mud walls, 
about £5 

a thatched house, 
30ft by 20, the 
property of of Earl 
of Enniskillen 

very badly built 
with sods; 
about £1-10s 

thatched house, 27 
feet by 12 

 

Protestants 8 5 31 21 16  
Catholics 39 32 9 9 13  
Male 37 22 26 20 27  
Female 10 15 14 10 3  
Societies* none none the parish school London Hibn 

Soc 
none. The Earl of 
Enniskillen gives 
the school house 

 

Scriptures, read , 
version 

read; A.V. read; A.V. read; A.V. read; A.V. read; A.V.  

Editor’s Map 
reference 

D2 H13     

The following is 
in Ordinance 
Survey Report 
1835: 

Not in report Not in report Not in report Not in report Not in report  

 
*SOCIETIES. 
Associations, &c with which the school is connected, or whether assisted by local patronage and in what manner stating such as are Parish Schools 
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*SOCIETIES. 
Associations, &c with which the school is connected, or whether assisted by local patronage and in what manner stating such as are Parish Schools 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local Schools in The 1928 Education Report with additional information from the 1835 Ordnance Survey reports.

*SOCIETIES.
Associations, &c with which the school is connected, or whether assisted by local patron-
age and in what manner stating such as are Parish Schools

The following were  in Ordinance Survey Report 1835 but not in the 
1828 report:1868-1870 Report of Commission Of Enquiry
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Townland Male Female Infants Established 

Church 
Roman 
Catholic 

Total 

Belcoo 
 

20 17 3 3 34 37 

Corryglass West 
 

15 17   32 32 

Killycreen East 
 

19 20  1 38 39 

Cornageee 
 

38 21  24 35 59 

Lattone 
 

21 15  3 33 36 

 
So the in the early part of the 1880s most of the schools were little more than hedge schools which meant 
that they had no support from either government, parish or landlord. These schools depended upon the 
enterpise of the master who had to provide schoolhouse, books and teach for a very small and irregular 
fee from the  impoverished parents of his/her pupils. In some cases the parish or landlord provided a 
building. The main feature of these schools was their insecurity and short lifespans. As can be seen from 
the two maps that most of the schools in the 1830’s had ceased to exist by the middle of the century. The 
national schools as we will see were more enduring. 
Very many of the schools, that came into existence after 1800, were sponsored by the various Protestant 
societies which aimed at proselytising Irish Catholic children through education. Of Fermanagh's 240 
schools in 1824, 76 were thus sponsored. Most prominent society operating in the county was the 
London Hibernian, which helped 57 schools attended by 3,551 children. The society came into existence 
in 1806 'to promote true religion in Ireland', and was helped by Government grants. Another society 
common in this area was the Church Education Society. Early in the century these were at first 
welcomed by the catholic people as they gave a genuine opportunity to all to receive education. 
However overzealous proselytising caused some friction and certainly after Emanicipation in 1829 there 
was a great desire for independence. This was made possible by the setting up of a National School 
Board 
 
Setting up of the National School System. 
Following the recommendations of a Royal Commission in 1828, a national system of primary education 
was established in Ireland in 1831. A National Board of Education was set up with the aim of 
administering the education of the children of the 'labouring classes' of 6-12 years by a system of 
combined secular instruction along with provision for separate religious instruction by clergymen 
outside normal school hours. 
Summary of The System: 
The Board would grant up to two-thirds of the cost of building a schoolhouse (preferably not on ground 
connected to a church or meeting house). 
 
The Board would make grants towards the furniture of school houses, the payment of teachers' salaries 
etc, and would provide books and other requirements-at half price in addition to an issue of 'free stock'. 
 
N.B. It was originally intended that a great deal of the cost of operating the schools would be raised 
locally but the main source of funding was central government. 
 
Textbooks:- the Board created and printed a full range of reading books (1-6) which were used by nearly 
every schoolchild and passed on from one generation to another. These books were more than just 
reading books since they contained almost the entire curriculum and body of knowledge which it was 
thought necessary for children to know. 
 
The great achievement of the national system was the significant increase in literacy during the l9th 
century. The proportion of people over 5 years who could neither read nor write declined from 53% in 
1841 to 14% in 1901. 
One of the problems facing the national schools was the shortage of trained teachers (only about one 
third of those in post in 1870 had been trained). Teaching was very poorly paid in comparison with 
other occupations and teachers often moved to other jobs when they had the opportunity.  The average 
teacher often earned as little as a labourer and might even have to provide many of the teaching aids 
and  routine maintanance of the school building.  
 
Local schools before National School system. 
As can be seen from the map and table there were very few schools in the Holywell area in the 1820s 
whereas in Mullaghdun area there were apparently plentiful. There was really only one in the Holywell 
area - Kilroosky was held  in th chapel and was replaced apparently in 1932 by a school at Aghvass 
(1835 OS report.) The only other one would seem to have been at Tullybellina, near Lattone. There is a 
local report of a hedge school in Meenyrainy and there was another at Tullinteskin (1835 OS map). The 
sparcity of schools is a reflection of the poverty and remoteness of this most westerly part of the Parish 
of Cleenish. 
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Description of 
SCHOOL-
HOUSE 
or probable cost 
thereof 

mud walls and 
thatched; 
about£6 

a sod wall hous; 
about £3 

a thatched 
house, 30ft by 
20, the 
property of of 
Earl of 
Enniskillen 

very badly built 
with sods; about 
£1-10s 

thatched 
house, 27 feet 
by 12 

Protestants 108 26 31 21 16 
Catholics 10 - (24) 9 9 13 
Male 46 14 26 20 27 
Female 72 10 14 10 3 
Societies* London 

Hibernian Soc. 
Mr C Fausett 
gives £1. 2s 9d 
per annum 

none the parish 
school 

London Hibn Soc none. The Earl 
of Enniskillen 
gives the 
school house 

Scriptures, read , 
version 

read V. n.s. read; A.V. read; A.V. read; A.V. read; A.V. 
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The following is 
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*SOCIETIES. 
Associations, &c with which the school is connected, or whether assisted by local patronage and in what manner stating such as 
are Parish Schools 
 
The following were  in Ordinance Survey Report 1835 but not in the 1828 report: 

 
 
 
Townland Aghvass Tullanteskin 

(Tullinteskin?) 
Mullyard chapel 
yard 

Cornahaul 
(Cornahawla) 

Protestants 3   107 
Catholics 57   106 
Male 40   150 
Female 20   63 
Total 60   213 
How supported pupils pay 1s 

6d to 2s per 
quarter 

No return - school 
closed for some 
time 

No return - 
school closed for 
some time 

London Hibernian Soc pay £6 
per annum and pupils pay 6d 
per qtr; 

Established 1832   1832 
Editor’s Map 
reference 

G7  G15 J15 

 
1868-1870 Report of Commission Of Enquiry 
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were little more than hedge schools which meant that 
they had no support from either government, parish or 
landlord. These schools depended upon the enterprise 
of the master who had to provide schoolhouse, books 
and teach for a very small and irregular fee from the  
impoverished parents of his/her pupils. In some cases 
the parish or landlord provided a building. The main 
feature of these schools was their insecurity and short 
lifespans. As can be seen from the two maps that most 
of the schools in the 1830’s had ceased to exist by the 
middle of the century. The national schools as we will 
see were more enduring.
Very many of the schools, that came into existence after 
1800, were sponsored by the various Protestant societies 
which aimed at proselytising Irish Catholic children 
through education. Of Fermanagh’s 240 schools in 1824, 76 
were thus sponsored. Most prominent society operating 
in the county was the London Hibernian, which helped 
57 schools attended by 3,551 children. The society came 
into existence in 1806 ‘to promote true religion in Ireland’, 
and was helped by Government grants. Another society 
common in this area was the Church Education Society. 
Early in the century these were at first welcomed by the 
catholic people as they gave a genuine opportunity to all 
to receive education. However overzealous proselytising 
caused some friction and certainly after Emancipation in 
1829 there was a great desire for independence. This was 
made possible by the setting up of a National School Board

Setting up of the National School System.
Following the recommendations of a Royal Commis-
sion in 1828, a national system of primary education 
was established in Ireland in 1831. A National Board of 
Education was set up with the aim of administering the 
education of the children of the ‘labouring classes’ of 
6-12 years by a system of combined secular instruction 
along with provision for separate religious instruction 
by clergymen outside normal school hours.
Summary of The System:
The Board would grant up to two-thirds of the cost of 
building a schoolhouse (preferably not on ground con-
nected to a church or meeting house).

The Board would make grants towards the furniture 
of school houses, the payment of teachers’ salaries etc, 
and would provide books and other requirements-at 
half price in addition to an issue of ‘free stock’.

N.B. It was originally intended that a great deal of the 
cost of operating the schools would be raised locally 
but the main source of funding was central government.

Textbooks:- the Board created and printed a full range 
of reading books (1-6) which were used by nearly every 
schoolchild and passed on from one generation to an-
other. These books were more than just reading books 
since they contained almost the entire curriculum and 
body of knowledge which it was thought necessary for 
children to know.

The great achievement of the national system was the 
significant increase in literacy during the l9th century. 
The proportion of people over 5 years who could neither 
read nor write declined from 53% in 1841 to 14% in 1901.
One of the problems facing the national schools was the 
shortage of trained teachers (only about one third of 
those in post in 1870 had been trained). Teaching was 
very poorly paid in comparison with other occupations 
and teachers often moved to other jobs when they had 
the opportunity.  The average teacher often earned as 
little as a labourer and might even have to provide 
many of the teaching aids and  routine maintenance 
of the school building. 

Local schools before National School system.
As can be seen from the map and table there were very 
few schools in the Holywell area in the 1820s whereas in 
Mullaghdun area there were apparently plentiful. There 
was really only one in the Holywell area - Kilroosky was 
held  in th chapel and was replaced apparently in 1832 by 
a school at Aghvass (1835 OS report.) The only other one 
would seem to have been at Tullybellina, near Lattone. 
There is a local report of a hedge school in Meenyrainy 
and there was another at Tullinteskin (1835 OS map). 
The sparsity of schools is a reflection of the poverty and 
remoteness of this most westerly part of the Parish of 
Cleenish.
Mullaghdun was apparently much better served by 
schools. By far the biggest was at Cornahawla - with over 
200 pupils. This was a London Hibernian Society school, 
set up in 1832. Yet again it had disappeared in little more 
than 10-15 years later as there is no reference to it when 
Gortathurk was set up in 1848. Mullyardloughter was 
held in the old church but had been closed by the time of 
the 1835 report. Mullynamaddy, Cleggan and Cornagee 
were obviously hedge schools all held in rough cabins 
or sod wall houses. 
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for timetables, commandments etc. religious education 
had to be outside the secular teaching times. The teacher 
should not own the building nor sleep in it.
The inspector had to consider whether a school was ac-
tually needed in the neighbourhood. He would have to 
ascertain the distance and attendances of other National 
schools. He had to check whether a new school would 
take too many pupils away from existing schools. He also 
had to enquire into any non-National schools. Each of the 
local religious representatives had to be consulted. The 
objections of these parties was not always heeded. In fact 
in the early years, the Established Church opposed the 
National system preferring their own parish or Church 
Education societies. They objected to the restrictions on 
religious education and also did not like to see Catholics 
getting any form of control on their education - they also 
objected to the fact while these schools would cater for all 
religions in many cases the protestants would be in the 
minority. They were often supported in this by the local 
landlord, for example both Lord Enniskillen and Lord 
Erne. On the other hand other landlords, Wm Hassard 
and Hamilton Jones were supporters of the system. Non 
National schools were generally regarded as inferior 
by the inspectors. For example in an application from 
Lisblake school, in Killesher parish, the inspector com-
mented on the local schools:
“General character very indifferent. In some cases if 
not all the schools are conducted by rejected National 
School teachers”
Neighbouring National schools sometimes objected to 
losing pupils. However in most cases the inspectors made 
a good and favourable assessment of the real needs of 
each locality.

There were also strict rules about religious education - it 
had to be held outside normal school hours and should 
not interfere with the secular education. The following 
questions were typical:
What arrangements as to times &c. have been made or 
proposed for religious education, precise times should 
be given.
(a) Are they such as not to interfere with or impede the 

The National schools.
A Report By Gaby Burns

Details of initial applications for National schools in area 
from records in the Public Records Office Belfast.

Summary of National schools:

   Recognised as a National school  Closed
Corryglass West    1843   1914  (transferred to St Pat’s, Holywell)
Corryglass West (St Pat’s Holywell) 1914   1976 (transferred to St Columban’s, Belcoo)
Mullaghbane    1846 (founded 1837) 1862  
Gortahurk West    1848   1857
Gardrum     1848
Holywell Female    1845  1857
Belcoo     1851   1976 (transferred to St Columban’s, Belcoo)
Lattone     1856 (founded 1837) 1976 (transferred to St Columban’s, Belcoo)
Cornagee     1857  1880 (transferred to Mullaghdun NS)
Killycreen       1862  1910 (transferred to Gardenhill NS)
Gardenhill     1910  1960 (transferred to  Belcoo)
Drumawillin    1862 (founded 1837) 1867
Mullaghdun     1881  1976 (transferred to St Columban’s, Belcoo)

Firstly a note on the nature of the applications:
It is quite amazing to be able to see the original docu-
mentation relating to the setting up of each National 
school over 150 years ago. These records are in very good 
condition and can be seen in the Public Records Office 
in Belfast. (PRONI) or in the National Archives, Dublin. 
They are in the form of large printed forms which part 
of which were filled out by the school manager and then 
the inspector would complete the remaining part. There 
are also inspectors’ registers, salary books and school 
registers. Several of these registers are to be found in 
the National Archives in Dublin as they contain cross 
border records. 
The first request for National school recognition was 
usually made out in a very detailed application form. 
The manager had to apply in the response to a long list of 

questions on the condition of the schoolhouse, the ability/
qualification of the schoolmaster and the organisation of 
the teaching etc. 

The District Inspector for the National Board would then 
visit the school and area and check all the information 
on the application and interview all the people involved 
including, where deemed necessary, the people of the 
locality.

The inspector had to ascertain that the building was 
suitable. The schoolhouse had to be for the exclusive use 
of the school, it had to have adequate ventilation, light 
(ie windows), fireplace, flooring and walls would be 
expected to be plastered. The room/s needed to be large 
enough for the numbers involved and there should be 
adequate furniture, shelving for books and notice board 
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Tullybellina

Killrooskagh - 1828
Transfered to
Aghvass
by 1835

Mullyardlougher
Cleggan

Cornahawla

Mullynamuddy

Shanmullagh

Schools on 1828 report

Schools refered to by OS 1835 Report

Schools in the Belcoo Region
1828 - 1835

Bohevny

Gardrum

Florencecourt
Claddagh

Wheathill

Aghavass

Clrossmurrin

Marlbank

Cornagee

secular business of the school?
(b) Are they satisfactory to the parents of the children?
(c) Will they be notified on the timetable as required by the 

Board?
 How many days in each week and how many hours 

in each day are employed in instructing the children 
in the ordinary branches of Secular Education. State 
particularly at what hour the school commences and 
closes.

Some references explained:
Vested schools refers to National schools that are in 
buildings that were built with the aid of a Board grant - 
these buildings had to be of a very high standard as can 
be seen from the  fact that over 100 years later many of 
these buildings can be seen to be in excellent condition 
unless they have been left to neglect.
Non vested were schools in buildings privately owned. 
The rules stated that they could not be owned by the 
teacher, however in the early years many were actually 
built by the teachers.
Monitor/monitress: This was a system whereby many 
teachers were trained. These were usually the brighter 
pupils who remained on to continue their schooling. 
These senior boys, or sometimes girls, would be put in 
charge of junior classes while the teacher attended to a 
particular group. This was really a necessity in schools 
with as many as 50 pupils of all ages. These boys were 
selected for their abilities in reading, writing, arithmetic 
or other subjects. This monitor system continued into the 
present century as many of the older people today will 
tell you. Under the National school system the monitor 
could do an examination and get classification as a class 
2 or class  1 monitor. The teacher could apply on their 
behalf for payment as a paid assistant (in reality as a 
trainee teacher). However not all those who were used 
as monitors would continue in this way. 
Class II’ teacher: In the early years many teachers were 
recognised without qualifications - they would however 
be assessed by the inspector. By the 1870s recognition by 
examination and opportunities for training were pro-
vided. Temporary teachers could be paid by the Board 

to release the teacher for such training. Teachers were 
classified either Class III, the lowest, up to Class I, the 
highest qualification. If they performed very well in the 
examination they were awarded a “first” indicated by “ 

‘   
after the II - hence “Class II’ ”

Public Elementary School (PES ) : After 1920 all “Na-
tional Schools” in the new Northern Ireland State were 

to be called “Public Elementary” Schools and the word 
“National” was to be removed. The resulting hollowed 
out section on the plaques can still be seen on most old 
primary schools

I would commend, to all amateur local historians inter-
ested in tracing old school records, to avail of the riches 
of the Public Records Office Of Northern Ireland collec-
tion in Belfast and the National Archives in Dublin. Both 
collections are available to the public 
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Mullaghbane
(Closed 1862)

Killycreen
1862 - 1915
Transfered to
Gardenhill

Marble Arches PS
1883

Lattone 1856

Cornagee
(1857 - 1881)

Gortahurk West
(1848 - 1857)

Drumawillin
(1848 - 1867)

Lisblake NS
(1857)

Wheathill
(1848)

Claddagh NS
(1882)

Crossroads NS
(1831)

Drumduff
(1888)

Gardenhill
1919 - 1973St Pat's Holywell

Belcoo (1851 - 1973)

Transferred to St Columban's, Belcoo1973)

Transferred to St Columban's, Belcoo1973)
Transferred to St Columban's, Belcoo1973)

Transferred to St Columban's, Belcoo1973)

National Schools in
the Belcoo Region

Girl's National 1845 - 1857

Corryglass
(1843 - 1915)
Transfered to
St Pat's Holywell,
1915

Mullaghdun (1881 - 1973)

Note 
The following reports were compiled from the handwrit-
ten reports written on printed forms now held in the 
Public Records Office Of Northern Ireland (PRONI). In 
the following reports different print styles are used to 
distinguish handwritten reports from printed forms so:
This Style represents the original printed parts 
of the forms
This style represents the handwritten answers
This represents the formal letters written
All records are identified by a reference number indicating 
each source at the Public Records Office Of Northern 
Ireland. (PRONI). Where the source is the Natioanl Ar-
chives in Dublin I have added the abbreviation "NAD"

Corryglass West
The first national school in the area was Corryglass West 
recognised by the Board in 1843. The present Corryglass 
School, called St Pat’s Holywell, is actually situated in 
the townland of Toppan but it still retains the name of 
the original school. It was opened in 1915, it consists of 
two rooms that were divided by a folding glass parti-
tion and had two cloak rooms situated at the front of 
the building. The stones for the school were drawn off 
Maguires ‘Rock’. Permission for the stones to be used 
for the building of the school was given by Red John 
Maguire in return for a gate and pillars and path to be 
built down to his house. So stones for the school were 
drawn off ‘Maguire’s Rock’, and the school built. Al-
though payment was not honoured. 

Mrs Cox started teaching in Corryglass school on 28th 
January 1918. The principal then was Master Reid from 
Antrim. When Master Reid died, Miss Leila Traynor of 
Enniskillen came as principal. Then the new assistant 
teacher was John Cox from Arney, he was reputed to be 
a great disciplinarian. Corryglass school closed in 1976 
when the present school, St Columban's, opened in Bel-
coo. The 1915 building is still intact but the stonework 
from the 1843 building  was drawn away and used as 
foundations for the church car park. (it was situated 
beside Frank LiIly's house). (contributed by J Timoney)

Corryglass West; 
Application as National School - Established 1843
Managers: 1843 Rev James Smyth, 16/8/1844, Rev Peter 
Gunn, died 9/Nov 1845, Rev M Kelly; 1848, Rev P Mc-
Cusker; 1851 Rev J Magennis; Corresp 1852 W J Johnston, 
Rev J Magennis
1/4/1865 £1 train Monitor Patr Judge
8/8/1865 £1 “ “
12/9/71 Fran Judge jun monitor
1877, Francis Judge as Teacher, Rose A Judge as monitor 
and Rev J McQuaide as school manager. 97 on roll.
1877 and 1879 an application for payment of Schoolmistress 
Mary Ann Judge aged 18,, started, 12 April 1877 to assist 
the principal, Francis Judge, (a  Class II’ teacher , salary, 
£38). rejected at first as she was not “qualified”.

The inspector’s report:
“The principal teacher is advanced in years and needs assis-
tance to maintain the school in anything like an efficient state. 
The assistant who has been appointed is somewhat deficient 
in the prescribed subjects of examination but is looking hard 
to improve herself therein; and I am not without hope that 
she will acquit herself fairly at the Easter examinations. I 
beg to be considered that she be retained on trial until then. 

Average attendances
 Sept Dec Mar June
Male 18.3 23.7 34 24.2
Female  28.6 23.8 26.1 27.8 
Total 46.9 47.5 60.1 52
97 on rolls, 61 in attendance on day of visit.



Page 87

The inspector further recommended:
11/5/77  visit “ I would recommend that the application 

be granted on condition that the manager to 
place within a reasonable time the present 
windows enlarged and an additional window 
opened in the front wall (towards the road) 
the raising of the roof would be very desirable 
improvement.

29/6/1877 walls raised, windows enlarged, new desks - 
inspect reports on low proficiency of school.

2 Dec 85  Francis Judge jnr took over from his father 
who had resigned on a pension - £46 pa. 
However he was to receive no salary until a 
dispute about the ownership of the school was 
settled. It was a strict rule of the Board that 
a teacher should not own the schoolhouse. 
Francis Judge sen was clearly the owner and 
the Board insisted that the manager arrange 
to purchase the school house. No grants would 
be made until proof that this had been done 
was produced. 

( A similar seven similar cases were being dealt with in the adjoining 
Cavan area at the same time) 
1/10/1893 S J Judge Works Mistress
  “Out offices” (toilets) built against the School 

gable - insanitary so the have to be removed!
1900 Manager to provide a better school
12/12/1901 Mrs Judge not competent for manual instruc-

tress
1902  Insp reports the manager intends to build 

new school house
30/9/1902 Miss McGarrity not resign
18/7/1903 Insp reports on low proficiency of school
22/04/1904 Defects in house, manager again asked about 

new building
 “In view of the Sen Insp rept that instruc-

tion imparted at this Evening School is of a 
worthless character no fees to be paid for that 
last session and the evening school be struck 
of the list of Evening Schools.”

27/10/1804 Jas Leonard, 12 Franklin Terrace, Sandy-
ford, Glascow who makes some complaints as 
to conduct of Mr F Judge, ex teacher here 
informed that the latter is no longer in the 
service of the Commission

5/10/1904 School site manager’s attention called to 
thoroughly unsuitable character of present 
school

3101/1905 Grants not to be continued until more suitable 
accommodation provided

14/02/1905 Mr Edw Reid recognised as from 1/7/1904 
although he was unable to get started at that 
date due to local opposition to his appointment. 
Present building is kept clean, frequently lime 
washed and made as comfortable for winter 
as possible

18/01/1906 grants withdrawn from 30/06/1906 unless ef-
fective steps be taken in the meantime 

ED2/5
St Patrick's Holywell; 
16050
Amalgamated 3/9/1917. E Reid  £134. 
3/9/1917 -  Miss C McCaul, resigned, 31/12 1917
28/1/1912 Miss Alice M McGowan jam, 
Pupils transferred from 13401 Corryglass West 31/8/1917 
1919-1920 School not suitable for training of monitors 
the efficiency not being of sufficiently high character

ED7/6/09

Holywell Female
1845 - 1857
In townland Templerushin
(This school is shown on 1859 edition OS Map)
Recognised 3/7/1845
3/7/1845  Application for schoolmistress  Biddy Boyle 

£8
Managers: 
Rev J Craig deceased 14/8/47, Rev M Kelly, Rev Johnston, 
12/4/48 Rev J McCusker, 1852 Rev J Magennis.
Corresp 1852 W J Johnston, Rev J Magennis
1855 Teacher Mrs Bridget McCourt might be 

Biddy Boyle’s married name
31/10/1855 Manager informed that it is contrary to 

the Board’s regulations to use the school for 
threshing oats

2/2/1856 Bridget McCourt  admonished on pupils bad 
spelling

9/7/57 Insp reports on low proficiency of school
11/12/1857 Strike of roll and cancel grants from 31/1/1858 

attendance being too small, teacher inefficient 
and school not really wanted in locality

Attendances:15/1/56 - 12/30 (present/on roll), 27/11/1856 
- 9/20, 19/6/1857 - 9/17, 23/101857 - 8/17

Gortahurk West 
1848 - 1857

(There is a farm building on the exact site)

Initial Application for Gortahurk West Schoolhouse for pay-
ment of Schoolmaster, grant of schoolbooks (and recognition 
as a National School) Feb 1848.

What other National schools are there in the area?
 Blacklion  3 miles
 Mullaghbane 31/2 miles
 Holywell  4 miles
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Mrs Cox, the teacher, and her husband with Fr Gaughran
From the "Well Bar" Collection

St Patrick's, Holywell
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St Patrick's, Holywell

Does anybody know what year this is and who are the pupils?
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Top Row (From left to right)  Miss McGowan (Teacher), Maggie J. Duffy, Annie Leonard, Susan Corrigan, Mary McKeaney, Rose Maguire, Doris McCullough, 
Agnes Leonard, Brigid Leonard, Peter McGovern, Paddy Lilly, James McGinley, Jimmy Lilly, Maggie Boylan, Molly McManus, Mary Ann McGinley, Master Cox.
Second Row (From left to right) Jim Rodgers, Con Leonard, Paddy Leonard, Frances Stewart, Aggie Leonard, Brigid Maguire, May Lilly, Kathleen Ferguson, Brigid McGovern, 
Annie Leonard, Susan Dolan, Annie Lilly, Brigid Keaney, James Lilly, Pat Stewart, Francis Leonard. 
Third Row (From left to right) Mary McGrath, Sarah Ellen Corrigan, Alice Higgins, Annie Leonard, Kathleen Keaney, Mary A. Gilgunn, Nora McGinley, Alice Corrigan, 
Celia Keaney, Janie Cullen, Tess Higgins, James Maguire, Jimmy Leonard, Paddy Duffy.
Bottom Row (From left to right) Francis Stewart, Barney Dolan, Michael McGovern, Patrick McCorry, Jimmy Lilly,  John McGrath, Charles Dolan, John Stewart, Patsy Cor-
rigan, Michael Leonard, Stephen Leonard, John Maguire, Paddy McGovern, Bob Stewart.

St Patrick's, Holywell 1925

From the "Well Bar" Collection
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St Patrick's, Holywell 1954/55? 

Does anybody know what year this is and who are the pupils?
From the "Well Bar" Collection
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Other school (not National) Greenwood hill 2 miles
Patron: Rev P McCosker (McCusker)
Teacher at time of initial  application Francis Corrigan 43 
years (See new teacher below)
Landlord Major Armstrong

Building  stone, lime and thatched. 
Teacher John Maguire aged 18 years, appointed May 1848.
He assisted his brother in Ballyconnel N.S.

Attendances
Attendance on day of visit 23 33  
56
Average Attendance 40 42  82

Granted £10 to John Maguire.
 Sadly a memo 7 Feb 1849 noted the resignation of 
19 year old John Maguire due to illness. Pat Clifford was 
appointed. An application for a workmistress was rejected as 
the children learning needlework were too small.
8/9/1855  Rev McGauran manager, average attendance 

25
5/5/1856  manager states that teacher has got order to 

give up house now used as schoolroom and will 
build a new one (Mullaghdun Ed.) - request 
aid from Commission

25/7/1857  teacher admonished on accounts. More suitable 
house in proper repair and adequately fitted 
up to be got otherwise grants will cease

5/2/1858  Strike off roll and cancel grants from 31/1857 
school having ceased operation - teacher ejected 
by proprietor

 Attendances dropped from 38 on roll, 30 pre-
sent, in 1855 to 17 on roll, 16 present,  1856 and 13 on roll, 
9 present, in 1857.

Mullaghdun Schools 

The history of Mullaghdun School involves us 
in following the careers of three generations of a 
teaching family - the Loughlins. Master Loughlin, 
who was the first teacher in Mullaghdun school in 
1880 was originally involved with a school in the 
next parish, Killesher, at Mullaghbane. But first let 
us go back to his father’s time.......
His father was born in 1804 and he is first recorded as 
the teacher in Cladagh Hedge school in 1828 at the age 
of 24. In the 1828 Education Enquiry report the school 
building is described as a thatched house, 27 feet by 12 
and the schoolhouse is given by the Earl of Enniskillen. 
His income is £12 a year. He is Roman Catholic. There 
are 16 Protestants and 13 catholics at the school, 26 male 
and 3 female. 

Mullaghbane
 Recognised as National School 1846 Closed 1862 
The next record of him is his application for recognition 
of Mullaghbane school as a National school, in October 
1846, and for a salary from the National School Board. 
This school was on the left on the road from Florence-
court to Blacklion just before Freddie Elliot’s and Basil 
Elliot’s two houses beside the county boundary approx 
3/4 of a mile from Blacklion. The field is still know today 
as Loughlins field!
In the inspector’s report it is described as having been 
established for 8 or 9 years - which would have been in 
1837/38. The nearest schools at the time of application 
are described as Gortaquill (Killinagh) 21/2 miles and 
Holywell 11/2 miles and the Rector of the next parish 
has a school about 2 miles from this.
The building is stone/thatched in tolerable repair, 17 ft x 
13 x 7, built by private means and the teacher to have it 
during his life. The teacher is Stephen Loughlin 42 years. 
He has received no instruction in teaching, has no testi-
monials but is highly recommended by the parish priest. 
He knows arithmetic, english, grammar, geography and 
geometry tolerably. He is of good character. His teaching 

method is tolerable. His salary is £20.
The inspector continues:
The population of the parish is 5225, houses of 875 and 
82 families in the doobally mountains - very poor 
- other parts of the parish comfortable. The school 
seems at present to be attended by all denominations 
in the neighbourhood.
Attendances   Male Female Total
Attendance on day of visit  40  12 
52
Number on the books for 6 months 
    45 14 59
Average attendance  35 10 45
Expected increase  50 20 70

Daily hours Secular Education
6hrs in the Summer and 5 hours in the winter
10am - 4pm (Summer)  10am - 3pm (Winter)

The people are anxious to have the school connected 
with the board.

Inspector’s summary:
There is only Crossroads National School in this parish (note: 
this school was near the Swanlinbar road) The extent of the 
parish is length 8 miles, breath 4 miles. Area 24936 acres, about 
12965 acres arable and pasture land, the remainder, water, bog 
and mountain. The manager states that if the school increases 
he will also furnish the room better and put in an additional 
window - the opposition of the Lord Enniskillen has been the 
cause of presenting this application for schools as the whole 
parish is his property.

R Nesbitt Supt of National Schools.

Letter from local clergyman:
Florencecourt
26 Oct 1846
In response to your letter of 24 inst on the subj of Mul-
laghbane school I have to say that I think it would be quite 
superfluous giving any assistance to that school as it is the 
intention of Lord Enniskillen, the Landlord, to build a school 
immediately in the neighbourhood and to pay a salary to 
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the master.
     Thomas Gibb
     C u r a t e  o f 
Killesher

18/12/46 £8 salary granted to Stephen Loughlin and books 
for 100

Managers:- Rev Frances Mason RC Rector of Killesher re-
placed in Aug 1853 by Rev J Gallagher. 23/3/1855 Rev Ward, 
(Rev James Ward temporary manager as Rev Gallagher on 
Continent.) 1/9/1855 Rev Patrick Smith

Later applications:-

10/1/48  Alice Loughlin, 28 years, applied for salary 
as needlework mistress - had started 1/3/47.

 Attendances at time of application - 38 males 
33 females

1 Feb 1853  Catherine Loughlin, aged 14, paid monitress, 
£4

5 July 1854  Inspector reports receiving a letter:
 “Owen Doolan” states teachers have only “14 

or 15” small children attending school, that 
teachers sleep in school room and pack their beds 
in a chest kept in the schoolroom by day - that 
the “mistress” sells the school books to certain 
persons in the neighbourhood. 9 Aug 1853 salr 
withdrawn from Alice Loughlin, workmistress 
from 1 Oct 54 as average attendance is insufft 
to warrant continuance of salr . Fine Stephen 
Loughlin £1 and reprimand severely for using 
schoolroom as a residence + concealing fact 
from Insp. see 4539 Rep 20-3-54.

6/11/1855 Alice Loughlin aged 35 applies again for salary 
as needlework mistress.  40 receiving instruc-
tion in needlework.

Details at that Date:
Manager Rev Patrick Smith. 
Teacher Stephen Loughlin 52 years

Monitress Catherine Loughlin
One room 27 x 13 x 7
Attendances   Male Female Total
Attendances   43 51 94
Average attendance 19 28 47

Application rejected

28/3/1856  Works Mistress application again rejected as 
average numbers inadequate, granted on later 
application 1 Aug 1856 £8

14/8/1857  Works Mistress application - Alice Loughlin 
£8

1/5/1857  £3 to Stephen Loughlin for monitress exam
4/12/1858 Eleanor Loughlin senior monitor from 

1/12/1857
2/2/1861  Eleanor Loughlin senior monitor 
22/10/1858  £2 to Stephen Loughlin for training Kate  

Loughlin as monitor
26/1/1858  £1 to Stephen Loughlin for training  E Loughlin 

as monitor 
12/12/1858  Thomas Loughlin appears to have become a 

master at the school taking over after his father, 
Stephen, died - he would have been 17 years of 
age at this time 

Stephen Loughlin died 1858 aged 54 years
4/11/1858  16 months back salary due to Stephen Lough-

lin  to be paid to his reps
18/10/1859  30/- to Thomas Loughlin for training moni-

tor E Loughlin
15/7/1862  Works Mistress salary may be withdrawn 

because of low average attendance
31/7/1862 Thomas Loughlin transfers to Cornagee NS, 

where he became Principal teacher, taking 
furniture and floorboards with him -  he 
probably replaced his sister who would have 
been still aged only 24 years while he was 
21 yrs.

2/1/1863 Head inspector notes that a letter about the 
school furniture and flooring being removed 
- recommended no action to be taken.

10/4/1863  Inspectors strike off school as being inopera-

tive since 31/7/1862
 In 1864 the school’s delapidated condition is 

referred to during the application by Lisblake 
school.

There is a humorous story about the curate of Killesher 
many years later looking for the return of school furni-
ture which was supposed to have been transferred to 
Mullaghdun school which of course is in  another parish 
Cleenish. (also a different diocese)
Cornagee 
Recognised as National School 1857 - Closed 1/4/1881
In 1857  we find young Catherine, mentioned above as 
monitress, opening up a school over at Cornagee

Initial Application for Cornagee Schoolhouse for payment 
of Schoolmistress, grant of schoolbooks (and recognition 
as a National School) 30 Nov 1857.

What schools are there in the area?
Cornagee non-vested average attendance 37
Mullaghdun vested   1/2 mile  " -
Gortahurk non-vested 1 mile  " 28
Corryglass   3 miles  " 28

Schoolhouse; stone and lime with earthen floor in good repair, 
2 schoolrooms.

Managment, John Brownlee, Cornagee, Letterbreen, P.O. 
Established Church, Lay

Other schools (not national) Drumawillin 11/4, Letterbreen 
21/2 .

Teacher:-  Catherine Loughlin 18 yrs, was employed dur-
ing 4 years as paid monitress in Mullaghbane 
National School, left 2 Feb 1857.

  Application rejected 30 Nov 1857 - on 
grounds of inadequate room, not sufficiently 
lighted and door of communication between 
teacher’s room (living quarters) and school 
objectionable.

Granted on 28 March 1858 after the following improvements:
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The grant was allocated in 1857 but it wasn’t until many 
years later that the school was built and later still before 
it was opened. 
In 1862 it is referred to during Drumawillin school ap-
plication as not yet erected. In application from Gardrum 
in 1878 it is referred to as buildings only.

The school opened on the 1 April 1881. 
Thomas Loughlin 2', aged 41 as Principal, Mary A Mullally, 
aged, 36, £8
James Loughlin and Patrick Loughlin class  3  monitors 
transferred with them from Cornagee.
30/1/1877  £2 prize from Carlisle & Blake fund to Thomas 

Loughlin
14/3/1884  £6 “    "  (and again in 1896)
16/4/89  £36 pa to J W Loughlin as assistant from 

1/10/1877
4/11/90  appointment of Colman as monitor 1/7/1890 

cancelled as daily attendance diminished.
ED2/69 NA

Information from Salary books:
Salaries 
in 1905-1906:  31/12/1906  Thomas Loughlin retires 

on pension
 Miss Emily O’Loughlin jam £24 (later Mrs 

Pakenham) (note the O’ was added to Loughlin 
in a different pen at some later date on manu-
script)

 The position of principal was taken over by 
John O’Shea who trained in De La Salle Co 
Waterford in Feb 1904 appointed 14/1/1907 
and resigned 26/4/1907 a cryptic note reads 
“America to escape charge”

 Eliz Higgins assist 1/7/1906 £6
 Patrk McFadden 2/2' £97 (a paid mon to 

9/6/1907) (trained at St Pat’s 8/7/1809)
ED 7/6/2

Salaries
in 1909-1910:  Patrick McFadden , £97 increased to £107
 Miss Emily O’Loughlin jam £24

10/1/77  State that house has been enlarged
16 Feb 1877  There is an application for payment of salary 

to an asssistant teacher Mary Anne Mullally, 
aged 32, “fairly competent”, for salary of £8. 

Attendances in 1877:
 Dec Mar June Sept
Male 31.5 44 27.7 25
Female 21.2 29.4 21 19
Total 52.7 73.4 48 45
On rolls  46 males,  35 female  = 81
In attendance on day of visit.
 28  16  =44 

 ED1/23/63

13/7/81 Staff of Cornagee transferred to Mullaghdun from 
1/4/81

ED1/24/39
Note: the school was located at the house that Louis B 
McManus lived in and was Colman O’Loughlin’s store. 
Mr Gillen from Enniskillen lives there now

Mullaghdun 
Recognised as National School 1881 Closed 1976. 

Initial Application for Mullaghdun Schoolhouse for 
building new school at Mullaghdun in the same year, 
1857,  as Cornagee applied for teacher’s salary, seemed 
to create a local conflict of interests.
The application was to build a proper schoolhouse to 
replace the one at Gortahurk West.
The inspector reported on the conflict as follows:
I have communicated with several persons resided in the 
neighbourhood who are about equally divided in giving en-
couragement to this application and to the one from Cornagee 
school already referred to. They are all anxious to have a 
suitable National school established in their neighbourhood 
but many people prefer the Cornagee school, the teacher being 
female who could give instruction in needlework.

The chimney has been corbelled and plastered. The room has 
been suitably supplied with windows. The door of communica-
tion between schoolroom and teacher’s apartment have been 
removed. 2 tables and forms have been supplied

James Brownlee
Patron, farmer and clerk of County Treasury.

6/8/1858  £12 to Catherine Loughlin back dated to 
1/2/1858

27/4/1860  10/- fine for falsification of accounts
26/10/1860 Alice Loughlin jun monitor from 1/1/1860
19/2/1861  Catherine Loughlin fined for neglecting to 

issue notices to parents in each individual 
case reported by inspector

2/5/1862  gratuity of 10/- to Kate Loughlin for in-
structing Alice Loughlin sen monitor for 
1861, 3/10/1862 and 6/2/1863 app for Works 
Mistress rejected

Aug/1862  Thomas Loughlin (III’, II’) 2’ Principal 
(appears to have been promoted/qualified as  
2’ Feb/1859)

1/4/1866  O  Loughlin SM
1/3/1868  M Mullally Works Mistress £33
16/1/1870  £8 to M Mullally Works Mistress
11/2/1870  remove John Sharpe and appoint competent 

person in his stead
1/3/1871  Jane McGovern promoted to senior monitor 

from 1/3/1871

18 March 1875
Application for assistant teacher Jane McGovern age 19 years. 
served as junior and senior monittess

On rolls   76 males,  46 female  =122
In attendance on day of visit.
  46  29  =75
Inspector reports “The school is very prosperous and in need 
of assistance - recommended.
Jane McGovern appt as assistant  from 1/3/1875 

19/6/1876  Inspector warns that unless house be enlarged 
or more suitable one provided grants must 
cease
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Mullaghdun School,  1907/1910?

Does anybody know what year this is and who are the pupils?



Page 96

 Eliz Higgins assist 1/7/1906 £2 pq
 Manager, Rev McMahon  

ED 7/6/03
Salaries 
in 1911-1912:  Hugh McGovern, £107 increased to £107
 Annie McGovern £14 pa, resigned 30/9/1911
 Miss Lucy O'Loughlin 1/10/1911
 (sub 1914, Katie McManus)
   

ED 7/6/4
1924 Patrk McFadden
 Cath A Magurrin 1st app 5/3/1912

ED 7/6/10
Local Contribution from Mrs Larry Cox (R.I.P.)
1924 - 60(?) 
Miss Ellen Gauley, a native of County Monaghan and a 
fully qualified teacher, more than likely replaced Patrick 
McFadden (also referred to as McPadden) circa 1924. She 
originally taught in Samsonagh School, Letterbreen for 
a short period until  the school was closed down due to 
either falling attendances or its unfit structural condition. 
Miss Gauley taught in Mullaghdun N.S. until she retired 
at pensionable age, circa 1960. She first lived in Belcoo 
and cycled to Mullaghdun, then moved to Letterbreen 
and lodged with Adam and Eve Maguire (now Gibsons)
1912- 1947(?)
Miss Catherine Anne Travers was teaching assistant 
to both McFadden and Miss Gauley. Originally from 
County Monaghan she later married Terrance McGurn, 
(McGurrin in inspector's notes above), a farmer from 
the Point, Mullaghdun. He died after approximately 20 
years of marriage leaving no family. Catherine Ann then 
married Billy Boyd, a motor mechanic from the Sligo 
road, Enniskillen. Mr Boyd was a widower with one 
daughter.    Catherine Ann resided with her new family 
in Enniskillen.
1947-early 1960s
Theresa Ferguson (sister of Raphael Ferguson principal 
of St Columbans P.S. Belcoo) replaced Mrs Boyd upon her 
retirement. Theresa's married name was Gaffney. Upon 
Miss Gauley's retirement Theresa Ferguson succeeded 
her as principal.

1960- early 1970s Theresa O'Dwyer (nee McCann), a na-
tive of Trillick, Co Tyrone, became assistant teacher on 
the promotion of Miss Ferguson to principal.
1960's-1976
Marion Ferguson (nee Daly - wife of Raphael) became 
principal when Mrs Gaffney's family moved to Co. 
Armagh. (Mr Gaffney had a shoe shop opposite The 
Devenish Bar - the family still has a number of shops in 
Armagh and elsewhere)
Mrs O'Dwyer remained on as assistant until she went to 
Arney P.S. and from there she went to Kildare.

Marion Ferguson remained on as principal and taught in 
a solo capacity until St Columban's P.S. opened in 1976 
and she moved there herself.

Note:
Lucy Loughlin, later Mrs McManus, a daughter of Thomas 
Loughlin went on to teach in Belcoo Primary. Her brother 
Colman went to America, and when he returned he 
changed the name to O’Loughlin and set up a thriving 
shop at the site of the Cornagee school. His daughter, 
Imelda is married to Sean Leonard, Mullaghdun, and 
she is today carrying on a successful VG shop in Belcoo. 
Thomas Loughlin had a family of 14 and many of them 
were used as monitors and monitresses in the school.

Drumawillin 
Recognised as National School 1862 Closed 1867

Aug 1862  Manager Rev W A Willock EC (Established 
Church)
Established 1848 but closed in 1857 - re-opened Aug 1862

Nearest National schools:
   Miles  Attendances
Cornagee  11/2  36
Belcoo   21/2  28
Killycreen  3  25
Mullaghdun    Blds

Had been connected to the Church Ed Soc. but this ceased in 
1857. Present patron would have long since applied for the 
board’s aid but Lord Erne would not grant the house for Nat 
School purposes. This prohibition has been lately withdrawn. 
Building Stone, lime and Thatched with an earthen floor, not 
ceiled but plastered inside. Five windows, three in side wall, 
one in front, one in eastern gable. The lower sashes may be 
raised (for ventilation ed.)
Each 33” x 21”. Building 281/4 x 16 71/2 high.
Teacher Arthur Clelland aged 19 years - £11 - (Managers 
grant £6, School Fees £5) Salary granted £15

ED1/22/80
19/3/1867 A Clelland demoted from 3’ to 32 
21/5/1867 Thomas Morrison appt 1/3/1867
7/1/1868 School struck off as school inoperative
Manager Rev A Willock 

 ED2/69 NA
Note the site of this school is in the field directly opposite 
mill lane - nothing remains.
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Belcoo Primary School 1951

Back Row (From left to right) 
Master Ferguson Senior, C.Cassidy, M. McTernan, M. Cassidy, M. McGovern, J. McTernan, P. Keaney, E. Williamson, P. McCabe, D. Timoney, G. McGrath, B. Conway.
Second Row   (From left to right)
C. Maguire, M. Keaney, S. Rooney, U. O’Dolan, M. McFadden, B. McNiff, M.Carrothers, P. McTernan, J. Maguire, P. McGovern, A. Ferguson, D.Ferguson (Teacher).
Third Row (From left to right)
G. Timoney, M. Ferguson, M. Dolan,  F. O’Dolan, D. Maguire, M. Mc Niff, . Leonard, Violet Willoughby, C. McGovern, Winnie McNiff, G. McCabe.
Fourth Row (From left to right)
J. McGovern, O. O’Dolan, J. Flynn,  P. Smith, G. Smith, R. Cassidy, M. Maguire, C. Maguire, M. Gray, B. Lynch, M. Maguire.
Front Row (From left to right)
G. Rasdale, S. Dolan, J. Flynn, G. McGinley, S. Flynn. 
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Belcoo 
Recognised as National School 1851 Closed 1976. 
Initial Application for building  a schoolhouse at Belcoo  Oct 
1848

Mr Jones, Gentleman who holds the property in fee simple will make 
a lease of any quantity of ground required free of rent for ever. The 
number of children liable to attend is 160. Two schoolrooms will be 
required for male and female. It would accommodate the children 
now attending the Holywell female temporary school and the children 
of the Blacklion male and female temporary school in the parish of 
Killesher, Co Cavan, the manager of which the Rev Hugh DeLacey 
will co-operage for the building of this house.
The reason why I have not returned this sheet sooner is that Jones 
and Mr Hill, his agent, forgot to mark out the ground. Mr Jones 
is about to build a town here. It might be right on that account to 
make the rooms large enough for one of each sex.
Site about 20 perches x 2 perches

Patron Mr Thomas Hamilton Jones, Toomebridge, Co Antrim
What schools are there in the area?
Gortaquill(Killinagh)  21/8 miles
Corryglass   21/8 
Holywell female   21/8 miles
Mullaghbane   1  mile
Gortahurk   23/8 miles

Inspector’s summary:
A large and respectable schoolhouse in Belcoo seems to be 
required as it would benefit upward of a hundred families, 
tenants of the proprietor H Jones and also the population of 
the village which is expected to increase rapidly as Mr Jones 
is endeavouring to extend it and make it a place of business. 
Site granted is pleasant and sufficient ground for a model 
farm will, if required, be attached to the school when built
Manager John McGuinness

ED1/22/18
Later application for Belcoo Schoolhouse for payment of 
Schoolmaster 11 Feb 1854

Daniel Donnelly 3' aged 22 years

Attendances
   Male Female Total
   31 16 47

13/1/1857  Terence Green, P, - reports 1/1862 and 
2/12/1865 -  T Green admonished 
severely

28/5/1857 fine Terence McManus 10/- unfaithfulness 
in accounts - 8/- state of school and accounts

8/1/1869 Jno McManus, P, 22 (2’) - left 31/7/1873
1/8/1873 Patrick McGovern 
3/12/78 Patrick McGovern - salary withdrawn “as the 

school is not satisfactorily conducted and he 
lives in a Public house” - left 6/6/1879

10/7/1879 F Judge appt 18/10/1880 - 5/11/79 no salary 
to F Judge, incompetant

6/10/1880 referred and required by Board to remove F 
Judge

18/10/1880 Hugh McGovern, RC - married appt - aged 
23 (DOB 7/1857) 

 first appt as teacher with Board 6/3/76 - left  
27/10/1927

1/1881 Kate McGovern monitor

7 Sept 1887  Application  for payment of Assistant Teacher 
 Kate McGovern has served 5 years as monitress 
 Mr Hugh McGovern, Class II’ Principal
Attendances in 1887:
  Dec Mar June Sept
Male  33.9 32.5 27.3 29.4
Female 40.3 37.5 43.2 45.7
Total  74.2 70 70.5 73.1
On rolls  50 males,  66 female  = 116
In attendance on day of visit.
 30  51  =81 
Manager Rev Conor McQuaid PP

ED1/24/13
Additional Information:

Name Position Rel 
Denm 

Married Date of app Here 
Board

Age Trained where, when Class Date of di-
ploma

Date of leaving

Hugh McGovern Prin RC Mar 18-10-80
6-3-76

23
7/57

2nd 27/Oct/1920

Ann McGovern RC Mar 2-2-91
2-2-91

24 30/Sep/1911

Lucy O’Loughlin Mc-
Manus 

Jam
RC Mar 

1-1-0-11
1-1-0-11

21
15/2/90

Margt Sullivan 
PA

RC Mar 
7-7-19
29-1-01

31/1/76 1898-1900 
Marlboro St, College

3rd 29-2-04 11/Aug/27

James Ferguson
Prin

RC Mar 
6/11/1922 
3/10/1911 

18/5/1890 1909-1911
St Pats, Drumcondra

8/12/1920

Annie McGovern Sub RC not 21/12/1924
1/1/1911

34 1908-1910, Carrysfort 
Trg Coll Blackrock

12 May 1914 6/1/1925

Annie McCabe 
 

1st Ass
RC not 14/9/27 

18/9/18 
17-10-98 1920-1922, 

Carrysfort
4/9/24

Margt M Flynn 1st Ass RC not 14-7-32 28-2-12 1930-1932 
St Mary’s Belfast

Alice Higgins Sub, 1st Ass RC not 7-9-36
1-9-32

23-9-14   St Mary’s

SCH 1469/5/1 – Inspectors reports 1886-1930
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Kate McGovern Monitor 1/1881, 
Inspectors: 
1881 Jas Hynes 
1889 J Murphy 
1898 W Mcmillan
1899 J Bakeman

21/2/1884 £250 loan to build teacher’s residence
1/7/1887 Cath McGovern recgn as assistant 
1890 Grant of £10 towards £15 cost to build porch 

increased to £13

Information from Salary books:
Salaries 
in 1905-1906:  Hugh McGovern P 2'2 , £103,  £22-16-3 

pq
 Annie McGovern W £14 pa 
 Manager Rev E McMahon

ED 7/6/1

Salaries
in 1909-1910:  Hugh McGovern, £103 increased to £107
 Annie McGovern  W £14 pa from 3/10/1909  

ED 7/6/03
Salaries 
in 1911-1912:  Hugh McGovern, £107 increased to £107
 Annie McGovern £14 pa resigned 30/9/1911
 Miss Lucy O'Loughlin 1/10/1911

ED 7/6/4
Salaries
 in 1913-1914  Miss Lucy O'Loughlin, £43 1917, married 

name Mrs McManus 20/4/1919
ED 7/6/05

Salaries 
in 1924:  James Ferguson £267, Margt Sullivan, 3,2', 

£285, Lucy McManus, Jam, £125

Lattone 
Recognised as National School 1856 Closed 1976
Initial application for Lattone Schoolhouse for payment of 
Schoolmaster 14 Jan 1856
Established 1 Feb 1855
The school is managed by Mr George Wood of Willoughby 
Place, Enniskillen who is a Protestant.
The books used are of a bad description, purchased by the 
scholars not belonging to the board.

Freagh 1/2 mile
Kiltyclogher 21/2 miles 45 males, 39 females
Cashelnadria 3 miles 45 males, 34 females

Schoolhouse; stone and lime slated in  good repair, 34 x 21 x 
9 internal 30 x 17x 9

Erected by Landlord of property Richard Hall esq. Rent 
free - ventilated - windows, ceiled and plastered with suitable 
fireplace and flag stone floor
Excellent two storey high dwelling house on the premises for 
the teacher
4 desks and 4 forms 11ft, 2 desks and 2 forms 6ft and 2 
tables with seat for the teacher - accommodation for about 
50 shelving? yes. no blackboard, no clock, no boards for at-
taching timetable, general lesson plans, commandments etc.
Teacher Andrew Maguire aged 22 years He has received 
no instruction in teaching, has no testimonials no previous 
National school teaching. He has been examined, he is quali-
fied for the probationary class, is of good character and fair 
method of conducting school.
£10 local funds left as a legacy by the relatives of the afore-
said Mr Hall, 

Schoolchildren at present pay 1/- or 1/6, or £2 a quarter fee 
regulated by the patron. Any unable to pay are free. Teach-
ers present salary £13
Religious education is 10am - 1pm on Saturday
What portion of the local neighbourhood likely to at-

tend? 
Almost all.
Attendances 
    Male Female  
Total
Attendance day of visit 25 17  42
On books for 6 months 41 30  71

Response from local clergy:
The RC clergyman made no objection. The protestant said that 
he did not approve of the National system but he remarked 
at the time that the school would be useful in this locality.
Patron - Established Church, he is a respected land agent.
Inspector’s summary:
The school is much wanted in the neighbourhood. Upward of 
£300 has been expended upon the school buildings which are all 
new, the manager proposes to make it an agricultural school. 
therefore strongly recommend the application for favourable 
consideration of the Board
1 Feb 1855 £14 salary to Andrew Maguire and books for 

75.
27/7/1860 Charges not proved against J Feely
26/10/1861 J A Wood succeeds father as manager
8/8/1864 J Feely clased as 3'
7/4/1885 house delapidated
15/4/1887 J Feely allowed to retire on pension despite 

he had not been carrying out school business 
efficiently

16/12/1904? Mrs Rasdale failed to qualify, cannot be 
recognised

1/7/1891 Mary Rasdale at last granted salary - now 
qualified

2/3/1894 T Rasdale fined £2
10/11/1896  “ £1
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Lattone School Group 1947

Front Row,  Left to right; Teresa O’brien, Mary C Maguire, Mena Keany, Greta Jones, Larry McGrath, Gerald Ferguson, Frank McGrath, Michael McGrath, Alo McNulty, 
Harry Jones, Tommy Murray 
Second Row;  Mary Ferguson, Marie Stewart, Ternie Ferguson,Vincent McNulty, Johhny Ferguson, Phil Maguire, Jim McGrath, Pete Timoney, Eugene Hunt, Dinny Mur-
ray, Gabriel McGowan, Paddy Clancy, Benny Ferguson, Jim Jones Third Row, Pakie Keaney, Felix Stewart, Marie Ferguson, Kathleen Murray, Sally McGourty, Tess Keaney, 
Nora Jones, Joe Keany, Owen Jones, John O’Brien,
Back Row; Dympna Keany, Roseleen Cullen, Nano Maguire, Annie Jones, Rose Timoney, Helen O’Brien, Mary O’Brien, Nora Maguire, Kathleen Ferguson, Lenny O’Brien
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Information from Salary books:
1905-1906 Thomas Rasdale P 3 (32) £72, £17-13-4 pq
 Mary Rasdale W £13-3-5 pq
 Manager Rev E McMahon

ED/7/6/01
31/09/1906 Miss Mary Rasdale resigned
1/10/1908 Miss Mary McGovern  3 (2') (Asst in St 

Waltagus, RC, Shipley)
ED/7/6/2

1909-1910 Thomas Rasdale P 3 (32) £72, £17-13-4 pq
 Miss Mary McGovern £51/10 increased to 

£58/10. Trained OLM 1898-1900.
 Manager Rev E McMahon

ED/7/6/03
1911-1912 Thomas Rasdale P 3 (32) £72.
 Miss Mary McGovern  £58/10. 
 Manager Rev E McMahon

ED/7/6/04
1915-1916 Thomas Rasdale resign 31/3/1918
 Miss Mary McGovern, Maguire, 31/6/1916 

resign
 Miss Elis Tracey from 19/2/1917 (signs 

Agnes)
 Patrick McMahon III (Prin 16543, 

18/4/1918)  train DLS 1910-1912 Asst Ca-
van 14/4/1918 app 15/4/1918 - 17/4/1918 
£78-86

 James Ferguson P 18/4/1918 - 28/4/1918
 Anthony Patrick Rasdale 29/4/1918 £78
Thomas Rasdale;- Ordered that in view of his gross and long 
continued inefficiency, salary be withdrawn, that claim for 
pension be favourably refered to the lords of His Majesty's 
treasury.

ED/7/6/06
1922-1923 Miss Susan F Doherty jam £110 11/10/1920
 School not in operation 1/1/1923 - 28/2/1923, 

burnt down. School conducted in temp prem-
ises - unoccupied portion of residence.  

ED/7/6/09
1924-1926 Thomas Keelan P
 Susan F O'Doherty jam

ED/7/6/10
Local Contribution by J Timoney:
At some time during 1880, a teacher named Feely (or 
Feehily ) held a teaching post in Lattone School and that 
same teacher retired in 1887. Next to hold teaching posts 
in the school, were Mr Thomas Rasdale (Principal) and his 
wife, Mary (assistant). (in an application from Tullyholvin 
National School, 25 Sept 1878 Thomas Rasdale is  refered to 
as a class 2 monitor. The principal there was a James Maguire 
Class III’ Ed 1/24/96)The average attendance of children 
on the rolls during this time, was 65-70. Mr and Mrs 
Rasdale had a family of three children Elizabeth (Liz), 
Anthony (Sonny), and Mary (May) The only member of 
the family who is still alive, is Liz, who is now aged over 
90 years, and living in Bangor, County Down. Anthony, 
who emigrated to the U.S.A., died some years ago. May, 
who married Mr Charles Carroll, Rossinuremore, Der-
rygonnelly, continued teaching in that district until her 
retirement. She died in Bangor, County Down, some 
years ago and was buried in Derrygonnelly. Mrs Mary 
Rasdale (senior), died whilst teaching in Lattone and 
was buried in Holywell.
Following the death of Mrs Rasdale, Miss Mary McGov-
ern, Belmore Street, Enniskillen, was appointed to the 
vacant teaching post. The appointment was made by 
the School Manager, Very Rev. Canon McMahon, P.P., 
Cleenish. Miss McGovern found accommodation the 
Dispensary house alongside the main road. The house at 
that time was owned and occupied by Mrs Maguire and 
her daughter, Anne Maria. During her years as teacher at 
Lattone School, it was customary for Miss McGovern to 
return home to Enniskillen at week-ends. This entailed 
cycling to Belcoo each Friday evening where she then 
travelled on to Enniskillen on the Sligo-Enniskillen 
evening train. On Monday morning, she returned by the 
same means and route. Some years later, Miss McGovern 
resigned her post as teacher in Lattone School and was 
married in Enniskillen where she continued to live until 
her death, just one year later. Her successor was Miss 
Agnes Treacy, Cashel, a member of that well-known 
family in that district.
During the years 1912-13 a new modern two class-room 

school was provided at Lattone, by the School Manager, 
Very Rev. Canon McMahon P.P. This new school replaced 
the old one which had been found inadequate to accom-
modate the number of children in attendance at Lattone 
during that time. The new school, which was found to 
be a great improvement on the existing one, was sited 
on the school grounds to the east side of the teacher’s 
residence. It had two spacious well lighted classrooms, 
separated by a folding and moveable partition A porch/
cloakroom was provided outside the main entrance door. 

On 31st March 1918, Mr Thomas Rasdale retired as 
Principal of Lattone School. Some time later, his son 
Anthony, who had then qualified as a teacher, was ap-
pointed as Principal. Under the guidance of Mr Rasdale 
and Miss Treacy as Assistant, the school continued to 
function normally for some years afterwards. It may be 
mentioned here that the country, North and South, was 
in a state of civil-war during that time, which was usu-
ally referred to as ‘The Troubles’. People living in border 
areas suffered most.
During the month of May, 1922, the two schools at Lattone 
(old and new), were completely burned down. Around 9 
p.m. one evening, when Lattone residents were returning 
from a Parish Mission in Holywell Church, they were 
appalled to observe the two buildings burning fiercely 
with flames and smoke leaping skywards. On the fol-
lowing day, all that remained of both schools were the 
charred walls of the burnt out buildings and a heap of 
ashes on each site. The burning of Lattone School came as 
a profound shock to everyone in the neighbourhood. No 
other suitable alternative accommodation was available 
in the district, so arrangements were made to have some 
of the more mature children accommodated provision-
ally in schools at Corryglass, Cashel, Rossinuremore and 
Kiltyclogher. Very young children had to remain at home 
as the distance to travel to other schools was too great. 
Many children attending Lattone School around the time 
of its destruction, never again had the chance to attend 
a school anywhere-else, Social conditions in the country 
at the time were poor and some of these children had to 
leave home at an early age to find employment as farm-
labourers and as domestics wherever such employment 
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(4). Sister Anne Timoney : Professed Sister in 1948. 
Our Lady of the Missions Order Teaching in vari-
ous centres in England and Scotland. Presently on 
Parish work in Glasgow.

(5). Sister Elizabeth McGovern Professed Sister 
in 1940 Our Lady of the Mission Order. Presently 
teaching in Sturry, Kent.

(6). Sister Antonia McGovern : Professed Sister in 
1941. Our Lady of the Missions Order. Presently 
teaching in Karinga, Kenya.

(7). Sister Bridget McGovern : Professed Sister in 
1942. Loretto Order. Teaching in various Convents in 
Ireland. Presently attached to the Loretto Convent, 
Omagh, Co. Tyrone.

(8). Sister Annie McGrath : Professed Sister in 1945.  
Our Lady of Mercy Order. Now attached to Convent 
of the Sisters of Mercy, Edinburgh

All the above-named Priests and Sisters were born 
in the townland of Cornacully and they all received 
their early education in Lattone School. In addition 
to the two Priests and six Sisters already named, 
two members of the Hunt family, following their 
education in Lattone School, later entered the reli-
gious life when they were professed as Sisters in 
the Convent of Mercy, Enniskillen some years ago. 
Since then both these Sisters have been engaged 
in the teaching profession in their convents in En-
niskillen and Florida, U.S. These sisters are ; Sister 
Bridie Hunt and Sister Helena Hunt. 

 J Timoney Aug 1987

On January lst 1959, Mrs G.Ferguson, (nee O’Loughlin) 
was appointed Principal. As a result of this particular 
teacher’s ability and competence the numbers of children 
attending the school increased in Lattone School until 
its closure in 1976. By that time, the school had reached 
a very high standard as an educational establishment. 
Assistant teachers in Lattone:- 
Mrs Rose McKeown, Mrs Anne Flanagan, Miss Rosemary 
McEnhill, Miss Catherine Murphy, Mrs Mary McGovern. 
The end of Lattone School came at a time when the lives 
and lifestyles of many people were undergoing changes. 
Its closure was a sad event for the people of the district 
and for those who had attended the school there in earlier 
years. Now, many people who had earlier connections 
with the school, return to  visit the place and they pick 
out the particular spot, where, as young children they 
played their games, or where they sat on the grass, whilst 
their teacher sat on a chair and listened to their reading, 
spelling or answer to a question on a religious subject. 
Now the peace, the stillness, and the loneliness of a once 
bustling centre, are most striking impressions to be had 
on the occasion of a visit to Lattone School.
The names of those who attended Lattone school 
during the period referred to are;

(l) Rev. Paddy Stewart; Ordained priest in 1942. 
Served as Missionary Priest Kenya for many years 
Presently Chaplain in St Luke’s Hospital Dublin.

(2). Rev. Gerald Timoney : Ordained priest in 1947, 
Ministered for some years in New Zealand. Pres-
ently Parish Priest in Irvinestown.

(3). Sister Cecily Timoney : Professed Sister in 1936 ; 
Our Lady of the Missions Order. Teaching for many 
years in Kenya and various parts of Great Britain. 
Presently on Parish work in Liverpool.

was available and they had to work for a very small wage.
Some time later, a make-shift school was set up in the 
teacher’s residence at Lattone, This school was in charge 
of Mr Keelan, as Mr Anthony Rasdale had left the dis-
trict by this time. Owing to lack of space and a shortage 
of proper school equipment, only a limited number of 
children could be facilitated. This school was in a sense, 
a replica of the old ‘hedge schools’ of earlier years. The 
temporary measure had to serve from January 1924, 
until 1930, when the burnt cut building of the old school 
was re-built and made fit for use again. Lattone School 
therefore re-opened under the guidance of Mr and Mrs 
Hunt and other members of their family. The Hunts were 
destined to remain in Lattone for some twenty or more 
years afterwards,
Teachers employed in Lattone school throughout its long 
and varied history, ensured that the religious education 
of the pupils formed an integral and important part of 
the school curriculum. All children were taught a deep 
respect for clergy, teachers, their parents and all others in 
authority. Perhaps, it was this school environment which 
was nurtured by the teachers that inspired so many of the 
children to enter the religious life. It is significant, that 
most if not all the vocations emerged during the teaching 
term of the late Mrs Hunt who was herself a person of 
great piety and deep religious fervour. 
 
Following the retirement of Mr and Mrs E. Hunt from 
Lattone school, the post of Principal was filled by Mrs 
McGowan, who continued to teach alone for some time. 
some de-population of the rural district around Lattone 
occurred around this period of the early fifties. this was 
due to many families selling their land and homes to 
the Forestry Division of the Department of Agriculture. 
This caused a fall-off in the number of children attend-
ing Lattone School. Mrs McGowan continued to teach 
here until 1954.
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Killycreen 
1862

Initial Application for Killycreen  Schoolhouse for payment 
of Schoolmaster, grant of schoolbooks (and recognition as a 
National School) 14 May 1862.

What other National schools are there in the area?
    Distance   Roll
Killycreen  non vested 3 miles   32 
Corryglass non vested 2 miles   42
Belcoo  vested  2 miles   28
Mullahbane   3 miles     24
Treel    31/2 miles 30

Other schools Blacklion Church Education school

Manager: Alex Jason Hassard Established church
Established 10 June 1861
Building Stone, lime, thatched with earthen floor
The ventilation is at present only by the door and chimney 
which is little more than an aperture in the roof without a 
flue, 22 x 12 x 91/2 .
Windows, two 24” x 17”, other 30” x 25” and two others about 
the size of latter to be attached - windows do not open but the 
new ones will. Walls are crudely plastered, room not ceiled.

Who are the Teachers?  Rose Lilly aged 19 years
Teacher’s literary acquirements: Tolerable
Character: very good
Method of conducting school: Tolerable

Cost to each pupil: 6d & 1/- p q - 
Income of teacher £1-10

Attendances   Male Female  
Total
Attendance  day of visit  12  11 23
Average attendance  18 20 38
Expected increase  14 18 42
(it is doubtful if attendances has been 84% of roll)

The teacher says the RC PP seeing the way of education in 
the neighbourhood proposed to open a school under another 
than the present teacher. The protestant clergyman concurs 
with the present applicant. The inspector reports  a personal 
interview with the RC clergyman when he withheld  his reply 
that he might confer with the applicant as to joint manag-
ership he found in obtaining an interview and in his reply 
since received he states “All I have to saying the affair is 
that it is too bad to hand over a school exclusively Catholic 
to the patronage of a non Catholic merely because the house 
happens to belong to a tenant of his”

The Inspector Reported:
Several of the parents interested in the school waited upon me 
and expressed the earnest desire to have the school established 
pointing out some children 12yrs of age who had not been in 
a school until this one was opened. There is a dense popula-
tion immediately around this school and not withstanding 
its proximity to Belcoo it might be well to have a school es-
tablished in the locality but at the bend of the road shown on 
the accompanying tracing  (on the bend above the Devil’s S 
ed.) and about 1/2  mile distant. There is also a large popula-
tion and I consider the latter would be the better position for 
a school. It would be reasonably convenient for Killycreen 
children which for others it would be much more so, it would 
also less interfere with existing schools and it would be more 
convenient for inspection. I pointed out these circumstances 
to the applicant proposing the erection of a vested school in 
the locality referred to but in reply Mr Hassard says “with 
regard to erecting a school on the road to Boho about Mr 
Nixon’s property I would prefer having nothing to say to it 
as it would not be so convenient  as what Killycreen would 
be” I beg to recommend that Mr Hassard be communicated 
with from the office in accordance with the above statement. 
Also proposing temporary aid to existing school pending 
erection of new house - should he not be willing to act on 
the suggestion I would further recommend that the present 
application be granted on condition that the defects pointed 
out in the house and furniture be removed.

Application granted on condition that proper fireplace, chim-
ney be erected, door improved and windows inserted and a 
suitable floor laid.
Salary £14 p.a. from 10 June 1862.

ED1/23/23
before 1889 Bridget Farmer 22

6/11/1889 Mrs B Corrigan 22 appt
1/10/1899 £1 fine Mrs B Corrigan for false accounting
19/12/1899 £3 fine Mrs B Corrigan - required to retire 

on pension 10/1/1901- £23 pa granted.
Information from Salary books:
Salaries 
in 1906 -1907:  29/01/1901 Miss Margt Sullivan P 3/2’, 

£44, 1st appointment
 Inspector reports that school not required 
 Sept 1908 School reported by insp as required 

in locality
ED 7/6/2

Salaries
in 1909-1910:  29/01/1901 Miss Margt Sullivan P 2’, 

£44, £64 1917. £10/10/3 pq Attendances 
13 -15.5. Manager Rev MacMahon 1917. 
Patron Miss Cath J Buchanan, Worrel 
1915.  

ED 7/6/03
Salaries 
in 1911-1912:   Miss Margt Sullivan P 3/2’, resigned 

31/1/1911. resigned 30/6/1919 to prim asst 
5784. Average attendance 15-14.   
 Struck off 1/7/1919   
 12/7/1911 question of continuing grants 
postponed 3 months to be struck off from 
31/12/1911 - but continued.

ED 7/6/4
Salaries 
in 1915 - 1916:   Closed 9-12 Feb 1915, paths impassable 

Closed 9-10, 14-15 Feb and 3 March 1916, 
severe snowstorms.
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Gardrum

Initial Application for Gardrum  Schoolhouse for payment 
of Schoolmaster, school established 1848.

What other National schools are there in the area?
     Roll
 Corryglass E  37.6
 Moybane  Blds 
 Crown Hall  44
 Mullaghdun  Blds
 Cornagee  53

Manager:  Cpt Archdale

Teacher Arthur McKinley, £12 income , expected to be £40.

25/6/1915 :  Tr absent seeing soldier brother 
who went abroad

18/12/1916:  Teacher absent seeing soldier brother home

ED 7/6/6
1/7/1919  Ordered that Killycreen and Belcoo N.S. 

be amalgamated, the combined school to be 
conducted in the Belcoo schoolhouse.

ED7/6/09

The school was threatened with closure for many years 
but continued apparently until Gardenhill school became 
available.

Managers:
1863  James Bracken, Blacklion takes over from Mr 
Hassard
27/10/1880 Chr Buchanan, Gortatole, (location today, 
Outdoor Education Centre) as manager, 13/8/1884 died 
and replaced by Jno Buchanan

Local Contribution:
Killycreen School

“Jack has a cart he will draw sand and clay”
The first line of a reader remembered by the late James 
Gallagher, Mullylusty when he first attended Killy-
creen School in 1884. Mrs Worrel “nee Buchanan” who 
owned the school brought sweets in for the scholars at 
Christmas. Frank McGuinness of Mullylusty now aged 
eighty five years of age started school seventy nine years 
ago. He remembers the building as being one roomed, 
slated roof and boarded floors. It contained desks and 
the children wrote on paper. The teacher at the time was 
Miss Sullivan from Corralea. She replaced Mrs Corrigan 
of Ballysooragh. Miss Sullivan cycled from Corralea to 
Greens of Lurgan (left the bicycle there) and walked the 
remainder. Around 40 pupils attended school in 1909. 
Each child was expected to bring an ass load of turf to 
heat the school. When stocks diminished turf was brought 
from Pat O’Hara at 1/- per load.

Mrs McHugh, formerly Bridgit Leonard, was reared in 
Killycreen and went to school there. Owing to childhood 
illness she missed quite a bit of schooling and at 16 years 
of age she went to work in the Fawcetts of Toam out-
side Blacklion. She is now 79 years old and remembers 
the school being closed owing to the appointment of a 
schoolmaster. She remembers shopping in John A’s of 
Blacklion at 9 years of age.

Molly Dolan was born in 1910 and went to Kilycreen 
school when she was six. Mr Bartley was the school’s 
inspector. The school was closed when Molly was nine. 
She then went to Tullyholvin school. Master Reid from 
Corryglass, came to Leonard’s barn in Killycreen and 
taught a confirmation class there. Molly attended this class 
and was subsequently confirmed in Holywell church.

Jim Maguire was born in Killycreen in 1905. He went to 
the local school when he was 5 or 6 years old and left 
when he was 14. He remembers Miss Sullivan as a very 
dedicated teacher. Killycreen is now an uninhabited 
area but when Jim was living there, there were at least 
nine families.

Gardenhill
The were very few references to Gardenhill  in the archives. 
"give the pupils some instruction as to posture at desk work, 
hold of pen and position of working book"
1927 New teacher since 14/10/1927
1928 There are 16 pupils on roll   
1929 21 present 23 on roll.    
1948 12-13 present     
25/11/47 Diploma for Miss McCusker.
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Gardenhill P.E.S. School Early 1930's

Back Row (Left to Right)
Bridie McGrath, Mary Katherine Brownlee, Mary McCabe, K. McDonnell, Anna McGrath, Paddy Cassidy, Micky McGovern, Hughie Dolan, Frankie McGovern.
Front Row (Left to Right)
Rosaleen Brownlee, Maggie Cassidy, Clara McGrath, Nellie Leonard, Bridie McGovern, James Dolan, Bridget Leonard, Tommy Rooney, John McGrath, Joe McDonnell, Tom McGovern.

Photograph Courtesy of Bridie McGrath
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GARDEN HILL PRIMARY SCHOOL

By Mrs Mary McGovern 

Garden Hill school first opened its doors around 1922. 
Griffiths valuation gives the land on which the school 
stands as belonging to Owen Ahern, locally known as 
Harren.

The property was purchased by John McBrien in the 1900s. 
The building had been erected as a labourer's cottage, 
and had been unoccupied for some years, during that 
time it had been used as a cow shed.

Mrs McGovern's father's family would have attended 
Killycreen, when this school closed most of the pupils 
would have moved to Tullyholvin School. This was a 
long way for many of the children, so Father McMahon 
asked John McBrien to use the former labourer's cottage 
as a school house

It consisted of a fairly large room with an entrance porch, 
which served as a cloakroom. It could accommodate 35-
40 pupils. A rood of ground directly behind the school 
was also transferred to the Parish in 1934 to be used as 
a playground for the children, it appears that there was 
no playing area for the children before this, although the 
school had been there since 1922.

The first teacher in the school was Miss McCaffrey, who 
came from Tempo. She stayed in McBrien's during the 
school year. Later on she married Pat McCabe, and 
transferred to another school in the Parish.

A Miss Doherty, Miss Smith, Miss Hafferty from Derry, 
who was reputed to be a great step dancer, all followed, 
then came Miss McCusker, who later became Sr Gemma, 
Convent of Mercy, Enniskillen. Miss Higgins, from Bel-
coo, was transferred from there to St Patrick's, Holywell 
in 1955. After Miss Higgins, came the last teacher in 
Gardenhill school, Mrs McKeown, who remained there 
until Gardenhill school closed in June 1960.

Second level education was introduced then for pupils 
of the area. The remaining pupils who were under 11 
at that time were transferred to Belcoo Primary School

Tonight’s speaker Mrs McGovern started primary school 
in Gardenhill in 1952, together with her young sister. 
She remembers it very well, it was a bright, sunny day, 
they were walked to school by their Mother and looking 
through the big window on the front of the school she 
saw Margaret Gallagher sitting on this big, long bench at 
the back of the room, so she hopped in beside Margaret, 
and May McGinley.

After a couple of days they walked on their own to 
Gallaghers gate, and after that they had a brisk walk to 
school with Margaret. When asked by her Mother what 
had she done at school today, Ann said that she had been 
cutting turf with Pat McGinley.

One of the things Mrs McGovern remembers playing 
with was a small dining room table, with chairs, and 
little red cups, saucers and plates.

The layout of the classroom:- at the back of the classroom 
there was a long desk, at which 8-10 children could sit, 
the most senior pupils sat there, usually. The other desks 
were grouped in pairs, about 10 desks in all. On the gable 
wall were the stove and the blackboard, and the teacher's 
desk was on that end of the room as well. Behind the 
teacher's desk, against the wall was the cupboard,  where 
books were kept. On the wall to the left an attendance 
chart on which the teacher marked off names, as well 
as marking down the names in the roll book. One large 
window, and on the opposite wall 3 windows through 
which we could peep up at the Mullylusty area.

The stove had to be lit each morning, often with a coal 
brought up from McBriens. The milk would be heated 
beside the stove to take the chill off  it. The milk had come 
to the school by the milk lorry, which had come up the 
Boho road, and went on to Belcoo. Sometimes children 
got a lift on the lorry on its way back to Gardenhill.

The playground was a rood of ground. Just behind the 
school, there was a little hillock, like a mound on which 
we played a game called l "sticky toffee" it was some-
thing like tig. Maybe the name came from the fact that 
toffee was so popular, we all seemed to like 3D bars in 
those days. That mound was great for piggy backs too, 
for the small children. At the front of the school, there 
was a concrete rectangle, where the girls played, and 
that was the place we practised our dancing. As we 
wore wellingtons most of the time, we could use the 
playground, even if it was wet.

The caretaker Terence Pat 
Terry lived over at Corryglass. He did not come every 
day, so the children had to dust after school. A special 
treat was to get a copy of yesterday's newspaper, as our 
parents seldom got a daily newspaper. The only news-
paper we saw was when O'Reilly's lorry came around 
the road, with John Corrigan and Paddy Maguire. Mrs 
McKeown was very good about giving us the paper.

The school was served by the Mullaghdun curates Fa-
thers Burns and Father Monaghan. Both of those men 
were nice and full of fun. The Parish Priest always came 

GardenHill School
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before Confirmation, they were Fathers Donnelly and 
Father McElroy. The day of the religious examination 
was a very special day.  We all dressed up in our Sunday 
clothes and we wore shoes to school that day. Father 
Duffy was the religious examiner and we were warned 
to be sure to answer all the questions.

Other visitors to the school included Mr Dawson, the 
inspector. It seemed as if he never spoke to us, but he 
wrote a lot. Mr Drugan, the attendance officer,  wore a 
big long coat and carried a brown hat.

In Gardenhill school there were two Church of Ireland 
families. The Ogle family from Aghnaglack, above Doolet-
ter, there were four of them, and Bertie Irwin from Boho. 
Bertie came to Gardenhill when Aghaherrish school 
closed. There were only seven families in the school so 
we were treated as one big family.

In Mrs McKeown's needlework class the girls made 
dresses, blouses, aprons and they knitted jumpers and 
socks.

Two of Mrs McGovern's closest friends at school are since 
dead, one of them Ann Kerrigan got lovely dresses from 
America which were much admired, and Mary McTer-
nan put us through our dancing steps on the concrete 
in front of the school.

Mrs McGovern remembers her school days as being 
very happy. She has words of praise for her teachers, 
who remained interested in their pupils far beyond the 
school years.

They never had to use corporal punishment against the 
pupils, which was remarkable, as they had pupils ranging 
in age from 4 to 14, but they did have discipline.

Mrs McGovern feels that she was privileged to have been 
a pupil at Gardenhill.

Although they were treated as one family the teachers 
also treated everybody as an individual.



Page 108

Chapter 7

Ted DeLacy's Memories

Chapter 7 Ted DeLacy 
Ted DeLacy's Memories 

Belcoo in the late twenties and early thirties 109

How People lived in Belcoo in the   
late 20’s and how children passed the time. 116

Early days of the G.A.A around Belcoo 119

The Cottage  122

Page 108



Page 109

Belcoo in the late twenties
 and early thirties

By Ted DeLacy

Belcoo as I knew it in the late twenties and early thirties 
consisted of thirty houses. In Main Street which runs from 
the bridge between Belcoo and Blacklion up to what is 
known as the corner where Railway Road started, there 
were 10 houses, two shops, three pubs and the Police 
Barracks. In Railway Road, which some called Railway 
Street, there were 19 houses, 2 shops and 1 pub, the Post 
Office and dispensary, 2 forges and 2 shoemakers. Four 
of the houses were on your left as you went up. There 
were four two storeys attached to other. There was one 
on its own which was the only thatched house in the 
village. The door also faced out, its door opening out 
onto Railway Road.

On your right as you went up, there was thirteen houses. 
This was known as The Row. There was two storeys, one 
at the start of The Row which was known as the Corner 
House and one at the other end which was the Priest’s 
House. The rest were all single storey houses. They had 
flag floors and hearth stone fires. Everyone burned turf 
or sticks Most people cut their own turf or some bought 
them off men who brought in ass loads for sale. This 
consisted of two creels.

There was no water or electric light in the village until 
the thirties when the water was installed. It was done 
by a local contractor. It was very heavy work as the 
village is sitting on top of limestone rock. It had to be 
drilled by hand and blasted at night when there would 
be very few people about. Everyone put bags of hay in 
their windows outside to save them from being broken 
if you were blasting near your house.

There were three pumps installed, one down Main Street 
at the Customs House, one at the corner and one up Rail-
way Road at McKiernans. Not many people could afford 
to get it into their house. The water before that for the  
village was drawn from Kelly’s Well. It was called that 
because it was on Kelly’s land, which is now Conway's. It 
is still there. It was well situated both to Main Street and 
Railway Road. There were three passes through Kelly’s 
meadow to the well, two up the garden at the back of 
Main Street and one for Railway Road which went round 
the back of McKiernan’s forge. The three met at a gate 
crossing on the Railway. You had to cross the Railway 
to get to it. The stiles that you crossed were wonderful. 
They were low and made of big wide flags which you 
could rest a bucket on. Us boys of Railway Road kept the 
pass around McKiernan’s forge tidy and cleaned out the 
well and limed it once a month. Some people used what 
was known as Tate’s Well. It is in Gerry Ferguson’s land. 
The Pass was down where his house is now.

There was no light installed in the village until about 
1935, when Major Nixon built an engine, an engine shed 
and installed a generator for producing electricity to 
provide the village with electric. He put up street light-
ing on both Streets and wired up nearly every house at 
a cheap rate. Andy McGinley (RIP) a postman, was the 
meter reader which he read every month. He collected 
the money and if you had not got it, you were never 
pushed too hard for it.

The village houses were nearly all whitewashed, apart 
from one or two that were plastered. Nearly everyone 
whitewashed their house for Easter and tarred the bottom 
with a foot of a border. They looked lovely.

There was a dry toilet in everyone’s yard. When the first 
sewerage from Railway Road was put in, it run into the 
Cottage Meadow where a big septic hole was dug just 
inside where the toilet is now. It was fenced around and 
you could not see it from the Street with the planting. 
Men drew it away whenever it had to be emptied. It 
never used to smell. The one from the Main Street went 

down into the planting at the bridge, that is between 
Belcoo and Blacklion.

There was a garden and yard to nearly every house in the 
village. The ones from Main Street were out behind each 
house but the ones for Railway Road were out the En-
niskillen Road. They were situated between the Railway 
Line and Road. They started at the old Railway bridge 
across the road and it ended at what we call Nixon’s Field.

There was a planting round the village of Firs and Larch 
trees which were known as a shelter belt for the village. It 
started near the village gates at the top of Railway Road 
and went on down the back of Main Street around the 
back of the school down at the river and started again 
across the road opposite the school and went around to 
Nixon’s Cottage. It run between the front avenue and 
Lake and it started again at what was known as the back 
avenue and ran along the road to where the toilets are 
now. Along that part of the planting towards the road 
was all Laurel bushes and between them was a lilac tree 
and a Laburnum. They were beautiful when in bloom. It 
was one of the nicest scenes around the village compared 
to the cattle pens which are there now.

Most of the village was owned by Landlord Jones espe-
cially the small houses in Railway Road. He sold these 
to the tenants in the early thirties for around £60.

THE OCCUPANTS OF THE HOUSES

I will start off with the school which I did not mention 
with the other houses as it was on its own at the bridge. 
It was a Catholic run school but the Protestant children 
also attended. It was just a one roomed school. There 
were up to 100 children on the Rolls at that time. There 
came a lot from Blacklion and out at the border on the 
Marlbank Road. There were 3 teachers. The infants and 
first class were taught by one, the second and third classes 
by another and the rest were taught by the Headmaster.
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Main Street Belcoo Today

Brian Keaney

son still lives there. Spellman was a horse dealer, a noted 
man who used to eat in John Keaney’s. He used to ride 
a horse that pulled five other horses behind him on a 
straight rope. He often bargained at the sale of a horse.

Next was John Regan's and he was the first Custom’s 
Officer at the Belcoo frontier post. His house was sup-
posed to be an old barrack. He bought land and kept a 
hired boy. John Regan was also a County Councillor for 
a while. The Sweeney family live there now.

Next is the Custom House, but before it was built the old 
Custom Hut was out on the side street in front of where 
the present one is now. It was a tin hut. The present one 
is built in part of the Old Market Yard.

Next was Kelly’s which was an Hotel, it also had a pub 
and shop which sold everything and he was also an 
undertaker. It was a horse drawn hearse. He had land 
and kept the horses on it, there was also a stable at the 
back for keeping them in, the market yard was also at-
tached to it. Before the Customs House was built, in part 
of it there used to be a fowl market on a Saturday, but as 

this started to die out it would only be for 
a few Saturdays before Christmas, when 
people brought their turkeys and geese to 
it. A fowl buyer would be there, he usually 
sent word he was coming. The main buyer 
was a man called Toal from Swanlinbar. 
They also had their own light which was 
gas and was made out on the lane at the 
back of the house.

I remember been on what was known as 
Kelly’s loft at a Parochial Concert. There 
was a great orchard at the back of the house, 
the best eating apples in Ireland was in it. 
Many a race I got out of it. He always had 
a hired man who looked after the land and 
drove the hearse. He also prepared the gas 
light for night. Jim Conway lives there now, 
and still runs the same business.

different boys were kept in every evening to do the dust-
ing and that would be a tough evening when you could 
not get out with the rest. It is now a hairdressing salon 
owned by Ann Corrigan. 

The Ministry built a sheep dipping tank down at the back 
of Major Nixon’s of the Cottage and that was the finish 
of the horse drawn one.

The first house at the bottom of Main Street was called 
the Manse. A minister (Methodist) lived in it and he ad-
ministered in the Kilmore Diocese. It was often called the 
Preacher’s House. The first Minister I remember in it was 
a Rev Johnston. He had a motor bike with a side car in 
which he always took his wife. There was land to it and 
what was called the Preacher’s field was one of the best 
places for fishing for pike and perch as it run along the 
bank of Toam River. The Higgin’s now own the house 
and Jim Conway owns the land. The next house was 
John Keaney’s who used to make teas and dinners and 
done well of a fair day of Belcoo and Blacl.lion. It had a 
farm to it and he was the first around Belcoo to have a 
Government Bull. It was a Black Aberdeen Angus. The 

There were two play yards, one for the girls and one for 
the boys. There was also a school garden, where in the 
summer time we were allowed to play football and other 
games. We often went away through the fields as far as 
Toam outside Blacklion and the hills above the Black. 
Many a good slapping we were given, as we were often 
up to an hour late coming in, after time was up.

The boys from the village from February onwards used 
to set lines for Pikes,  with a frog as bait before they went 
to school. The river was beside the school. When lunch 
time came we would make for the river, along with boys 
from the country, mostly Holywell boys, to look at the 
lines. Many a Pike was caught.

In the late twenties we had two extra holidays in the 
year. They were the 19th November and 22nd May. These 
were the Hiring Fairs of Blacklion. It was counted too 
dangerous for children with people bringing cattle to the 
fair and dealers bringing them back for the train. There 
were always big crowds about with the hired boys, girls 
and farmers.

Another big day was the sheep dipping day. 
We were not allowed outside the yard that 
day, as the dipping took place at the river 
behind the school. It was a big horse drawn 
wagon,  which brought the dipping tank and 
they had wooden pens with them, which they 
put up so that you could run them into the 
tanks that they filled with the water out of 
the river. The two men came from Pettigo 
in Co Donegal. There was a smell of sheep 
dip about the school for days. The school 
was where all parish dances were held and 
meetings and the voting for elections were 
always there.

There were free shoes at the school for the 
winter. You had to fill up a form for them 
but not everyone got them. You had to bring 
fire money or a load of turf and always two 
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Railway Road Belcoo

Brian Keaney

Next was the Police Barracks and every policeman was 
known by his name as they were left along while there. 
They done their duty by foot and cycle. They only got a 
car in the early thirties. It was a big grey car like a wagon. 
It was called the Customs Car, as smuggling was starting 
on a big scale and it was got to deal with it.

Out the back towards the Barrack garden was what we 
call the Barrack Square where the Police used to drill. 
The water had to be carried to it from Kelly’s well. It 
used to be tendered for. It was fl a month for it which 
was big money to the boys that done it. We used to help 
the family that had to carry. They had a girl who used 
to cook for them. It was always a local who went home 
at night. They used to get clothes washed once a month 
when they took in an extra lady. It took a lot of water 
that day. They closed it down and built the present one 
where it is-now in part of the old Fairgreen. Now it is 
Kieran McCann’s Supermarket that is there.

Next was Flannery’s. He was a Sergeant in the Police. They 
also had a shop in it, also a tailor named Eugene Wynn. 
He had part of it taken where he carried on tailoring. 
He employed about three tailors and they were usually 
all dummies. I paid four shillings for getting a pair of 
corduroy trousers made with him when I was a boy. It 
was a lot of money but you could only wear them on 
special occasions. That is now Timoney’s 
which became the Commercial Hotel.

Next was Dan Gilmartin which was a 
Public House. This was where Jones’ 
agent used to lift the rents. His son Paddy 
Gilmartin had one of the first Hackney 
Cars. Peter McGovern bought it over and 
the land along with it. He was the first 
man to build a dance hall. He converted 
his hayshed into one and employed good 
bands to play at dances there. It used to 
be packed at the dances. He used to let 
it for a week to travelling shows. The 

Daniels and the Parkers were some of the shows. It 
would be packed every night and the price was three 
pence for children and sixpence for adults. He also built 
the tennis court at the back of the hall. He sold it all later 
to the parish and the hall is still used and known as the 
Parish Hall. He was also an Auctioneer in his time. Now 
it is still run by his son Leo and is known as Leo’s Bar.

Next was Master Ferguson’s (RIP), the principal of the 
old school. His son is now principal of the new school. It 
is now owned by Leo McGovern and part of it-is turned 
into a Lounge Bar. Master Ferguson made the first road 
into Killycreen West from Paddy McCaffrey’s house. It 
is still called the Master Road.

The next was known as Johnny Dennis’. He was Leonard 
and was one of the most prominent families  in Belcoo. 
He had a Public House and also owned the Fairgreen 
Meadow, which was part of three farms outside the 
village. He also owned a farm in Kiltyfelan. They were 
one family in Belcoo that is nearly all buried in the old 
Templenefrin graveyard. At the back of the house was 
a yard which was known as Leonard’s yard. There was 
sheds and byres attached to it. Cattle used to be put in it 
when they bought them in the Fair until they were drove 
to the train for leading or walked home. In later years 
a lorry came for them. Many a cow had to be milked 

in it. If you were about, a dealer would ask you for a 
bucket and give you the milk which was useful in them 
times. Smiths of Derrygonnelly used it for the stallion 
when they came to parade it through the Fair of Belcoo 
or Blacklion. It was stabled there until they were going 
home. Sometimes there was a mare to be serviced. As a 
boy I often lifted the toll on the gate into the yard. I also 
stood on the Fairgreen gate lifting the toll.

As well they also owned the Forge which they rented out 
in the thirties. It was bought by Mrs Maguire of Clones. 
She was one of the Leonard’s that owned it. Her son Ed-
die (RIP) was a cattle dealer. He also helped run the pub 
and land. He also became an undertaker. Now there is 
no sign of the yard. Part of it is owned by the Parish and 
the rest by the Martins of the Well Bar. The Fairgreen is 
no longer there. The Barrack was the first to be built on 
it and then Tommy Duffy, a shoemaker built next.

Mrs McGurn built a small house which she used to rent. 
It is still there and owned by a man called Rasdale. The 
entrance to these was up the lane at the back of Railway 
Road. The rest of the Fairgreen is now a housing estate 
called Macnean Park. Mrs Maguire also built three houses 
in the Fairgreen Meadow, also a Mrs Anderson built one 
for a new Post Office. Mrs Maguire’s was rented to them 
that could afford them. These were built in the early 

thirties. The rest of the Fairgreen Meadow 
is now a housing estate and is called Lough 
View Drive. The man that owns the rest of the 
land is Dr Murphy who built a house on the 
far end of the meadow. It stands on its own.

Next was Master (Hugh) McGovern’s. He 
was an old school teacher in Belcoo. His 
wife was also a teacher in it. He was a great 
gardener. It was where the Oratory is now. It 
ran up at the back of Railway Road on your 
left as you went up. He gathered all the horse 
manure from the forge for his rose bushes. If 
you wanted a bucketful you had to ask him. 
The Blacksmith would not give it to you un-
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forge and boiled the eggs in a syrup tin on the forge fire 
till they were hard. We then peeled them and ate them. 
It is now John Timoney’s garage.

Next was Miss Drumm. She was a lame woman and a 
lacemaker. She also had a small shop. She would put 
Bull’s Eye sweets across the window for sale. They 
would be rowed up one after another. There was also a 
dispensary in it. I cannot remember of how often it used 
to be in it. There was two big boards nailed on the wall 
with births, deaths registration and dispensary written on 
one. She set rooms and the last old woman I remember 
to use snuff was in one. She also had an ass and trap. 
Someone always helped her to get it ready. This is now 
the Priests’ House.

The next was Tom Green’s. There was three old people 
living  together, Tom, Andy and Mary Green. Andy wore 
a big long beard. They were very gentle people. They 
had a big room set to a man called Ferris who used it to 
store all kinds of meal and flour. It was known as Fer-
ris’ Store. I thought it was one of the busiest places in 
Belcoo of a Saturday when Ferris himself would be there 
to sell what anyone wanted. There would be a row of 
carts from the corner up to McKiernan’s garden. They 
would be from as far up as Dowra, Glan and Glenfarne. 
This died out when Willie Kelly opened a store up the 
street. The Green’s had a farm outside the village. That 
is where Paddy Cox  lives now. If Tom or Andy took an 
ass load of turf out of the bog, they never went round the 
back. Some of them carried a creel through the front door 
when someone else held up the other creel. Mrs Helen 
McGovern lives there now and also has a shop there.

Next was the Railway Bar owned by Bobby Leonard. He 
was another of the great Leonard family. It was a very 
popular pub. It was flagged outside as far as the road. 
Many a night I seen a crowd dancing on it to any kind of 
music. Bobby (RIP) died young and at the beginning of 
the thirties. Willie Kelly bought it. A barmaid or a barman 
served customers, usually the day he wasn’t in himself. 
He always played the gramophone. He had every new 
record that came out. Crowds of us often stood outside 

less you did. He kept a terrier. He told us that it killed a 
rabbit and ate rump, stump, fur and all. Many a time he 
came around to our house to complain about us raiding 
his garden. Now it is owned by a man named Leonard. 
It is a fish and chip shop and is called the Border Diner.

Next was the Forge. The first Blacksmith I remember 
in it was a man called Tommy Mulraine He was a Glan 
man. He lived in the loft over the forge during the week 
but went home of a Saturday night and came back of a 
Monday morning. He always walked home and back. It 
was a great meeting place for the people of the village. 
Men came with horses and  asses to get shod and other 
jobs such as turning a scythe for mowing with for when 
they were bought, you could not hang them right to the 
snedd for mowing with, till they were turned.

The busy time for this was around the first week in August  
the mowing did not start till then. The Blacksmith had a 
very hard job, especially when there came a very young 
horse that never was shod before. The leaps and tears 
was terrible but the Blacksmith always held on to its leg, 
let it be front or back leg. They were only shod with light 
shoes first, which were called slippers. Then there would 
be the contrary ass that would lie down sometimes. They 
were not always brought to be shod. Others came to get 
their feet dressed. The hoofs were often turned up and a 
half a foot long. These asses usually worked on the land 
and in the bog for if they had shoes it would bog them.

Men also brought their cart wheels to be shod. They bor-
rowed a neighbour's cart to bring them. They also had 
to bring their own turf for heating the shoeings. There 
was a big fire built outside the forge. The big iron cart 
shoes were inside it. When they were red they were taken 
out and placed on the cart wheel which was sitting on a 
big shoeing stone with a hole in the middle of it where 
the knave of the wheel sat in it. Then it lay level on the 
stone. The Blacksmith then beat them into place with a 
heavy hammer, as the man that owned them held it in 
place with a pair of Pincers. There was a barrel of water 
beside to keep throwing on it as it would burn the fel-
lows, which was wood, that was what the front of the 

wheel was called and which the shoe was fitted to. This 
job was never done of a wet day. There was always a lot 
watching this job being done. Often he had to make new 
shoeings for wheels out of iron which had to be turned. 
There was an Iron for this purpose on a tree in the Cot-
tage Meadow. It is still there. It would be heated and cut 
and welded together the right size.

The forge itself faced out onto Railway Road. The door 
was a horseshoe shape. There were two half doors and 
were very heavy. All horses and asses were shod outside 
on a good day but brought in of a wet one. Sometimes 
if a horse got rough, it would scatter a lot of people out.

Inside, there was the Anvil which was on the stump of 
a tree. This was used for making horse shoes on. There 
was a narrow end on it for making round links, drafts 
of a cart or hook for a swingletree used for mowing 
with. Then there was the bellows for keeping the fires 
going and beside there was a stone trough full of water 
which the Blacksmith kept sprinkling the fire with, as 
he was using the bellows or it would last no time, if the 
wood dried up. As the fire was made of slack, the fire 
place and trough were built up on a big wide hob. His 
main tools were a hammer, sledge, knife for dressing 
hoofs, a rasp which smoothed off the clinched nails on 
the front of the hoofs and he put Ark Angel Tar, as it 
was known - it was like black paint. It was supposed to 
present sand cracks in the hoofs and made the job look 
well. He also used a cutting hammer which cut a track 
in the horse shoe. He then used a punch to make holes 
in it so he could nail the shoe on. The whole news of the 
country's death, law, politics was discussed in the forge 
and argued about. The men in the forge headed by the 
Blacksmith always had a collection for two homeless 
men to buy inside winter clothing for them. This was 
always about the first of October. One of them always sat 
on the water trough in front of the fire and he would lie 
out at night in hay stacks or sheds. There was plenty of 
people to put them up for a night or two, but they were 
restless and would not be content only when they were 
moving. Many a time we got a hen's nest and went to the 
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on the flags listening to them. Many a deal was made in it 
of a Fair evening. He was a great man to finish bargains. 
He was a County Councillor. He done more for Belcoo 
than any man I know. He got the water installed, also the 
sewer and started to get the roads tarred and repaired. 
He helped poor people at the time of death or other occa-
sions. He also had a funeral undertakers business. Now 
Martins own it and is called the Well Bar.

Next was McKiernan’s. Hughie was what he was called. 
He was also a Blacksmith. He served his time in Scotland 
before he came back to the family forge. He was very 
cross but a very funny man. He used to tell us that he 
shod horses for the Queen and that he made silver shoes. 
He done a good trade as there was plenty of work that 
time for Blacksmiths. Then work became slack and he 
became pension age, he would go through the country 
shoeing the odd ass and other small jobs. He would bring 
his Melodeon with him to play in whatever house he 
stayed in that night. He often stayed away a few nights. 
There was a big stool made of Iron outside the house 
which he would sit on of a good evening playing the 
Melodeon. Talking of the stool, there was an old man of 
the roads called Towenger. Whenever he came to Belcoo 
he always went to McKiernans for tay. Poor old Mrs 
McKiernan would boil two eggs for him and give him 
a mug of tay. The funny thing about him was he would 
leave all inside the window and come outside and sit 
on the stool which was beside the window and eat in. 
Many a sod he was hit with till you got him to clip you. 
Hughie had a son called John James. He used to paper 
and paint and all sorts of wee handy jobs. He travelled 
round the country papering houses but no matter where 
he was, when a person died he left what he was doing 
for whatever undertaker had the funeral he would come 
for him to do up the coffin. He was good at putting the 
letters on the breastplate. He would do no work till the 
funeral was over.

The forge was at the back of the house and behind it was 
a lane which was a great place for a tossing and pitch 
school. Everyone going to Kelly’s Well from Railway 
Road went by the forge as the pass went by it. There 
was a big garden attached to the house. It was opposite 
the forge. There was great plum and damson trees in it. 
We would raid it often to get him to run us. You would 
often find an old horseshoe or a stone going by you. After 
8 race you would be afraid to go by the garden. If you 
were sent to the well for water that day you would go 
some other pass to the well. There are now two houses 
built on that garden. The first was Jimmy Loughran's 
who kept a second hand clothes shop. The other one is 
Tommy Evans’ who has the Post Office. Lal DeLacy now 
lives in McKiernan’s old home.

Next was Hugh Ferguson’s, the only thatched house  in 
the village. Between McKiernan’s garden and Hugh’s 
house there was a garage there for Joe Green’s car. It 
was one of the first Hackney Cars in the village in the 
late twenties. His house was opposite Hugh Ferguson’s. 
Hugh himself lived in Meenarainey but came down to 
Belcoo every day to look at his stock as he had a farm 
there. There was also a big garden at the back of the house. 
I remember a circus in it but there was one night I was 
really afraid because someone cut the tent ropes and it 
fell in on top of the crowd. The roars and shouts were 
terrible but the circus men remained very calm and got 
it fixed in no time. I went home as most other boys did.

There was old walls in a corner of the garden where the 
late Paddy Timoney (RIP) built a house and garage and 
filling station, which was later owned by Terry Clancy. 
Hugh himself got married and opened a second hand 
clothes shop in his house but farmed as well. He also 
became a Rural Councillor. Before he came to live to the 
house, he used to set it to people. I remember different 
tenants in it. We often of a Sunday would play football 
on his land because he would not come down on Sunday, 
but once or twice he did come and we had to run without 
our jacket or jersey. He never kept anything.
He would only shout and threaten us not to come back. 

He let a man named Russell leave a horse drawn caravan 
on his land and his horse as well. He was what we called 
then, an eye tester. People would come to get glasses. He 
would travel round the country but always came back at 
night. He was a very modest man. I often thought after, 
how he tried to learn us the evil of gambling. He would 
tell us to bring a half penny or a penny. We would go up 
at night to him with what we had. He had two bowls. One 
for us and one for himself which he called the bookies. I 
remember how we gambled but ours would be empty on 
a Saturday night but anything was in his bowl he would 
give back to us and start on a Monday night again. He 
kept a beagle hound, the first we ever seen. We missed 
him when he moved on. His caravan was very cosy at 
night. Ferguson’s is now bought by the Belcoo & District 
Development Group.

THE NEXT IS THE STATION HOUSE 
It stood by itself at the top of Railway Road. It was also 
the Post Office. The Station Master in it was Tommy 
Anderson and the Post Mistress was his wife. It was the 
busiest house in Belcoo because the ticket and booking 
office for the Railway and Post Office was the one room 
with two seperate counters. Tommy was a very cross man 
he would be always chasing us boys off the platform. We 
were always using the excuse we were up for a stamp 
or to post a letter. The mail came by train. The Postman 
had to be there to take them off the train in the morning 
and put the outgoing mail on the evening train.  You had 
to be there for the postmistress would not allow anyone 
to take them off, only the Postman, not even a railway 
porter that would be standing there. When Tommy died 
his wife, the postmistress had to leave the station. She 
built a house in the fairgreen meadow. It was one of the 
first to be built on it. She flitted her furniture across the 
fairgreen wall and down to the house. I helped to carry 
things to it. He slipped us many a time out of the good 
shed, mostly we would go to it of a wet day to play. The 
Railway porters did not run us too often. I remember 
being at a concert in it. It was Parochial and all the local 
schools had to have different items for it. I remember the 
boy from the first class had to give poems on what they 
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would like to be, such as I like to take to politics and see 
how laws are made and others, but what makes me tell 
about it is one of our boys had to say “I think I will be a 
fisherman and see how fish is caught but he got stuck in 
it and we started to laugh at him. He let a big shout out 
of him. “The Hell with you all"  and jumped down of the 
stage. It was the coldest place, ever I was at a concert. 
The railway field was another place where we were often 
run off for playing football in it. The field now is owned 
by Terry Clancy, who has built a supermarket and house 
and filling station on it. The goods shed is now owned 
by the County Council and used as a store along with 
the yard that is attached and the Station House is owned 
by the O’Dolan family. 

NEXT WAS THE PRIEST’S HOUSE. It was a big three 
storey house at the top of the row. Mass was said in it in 
the morning. It was some time called the Curate’s house. 
The priest then had no car. There was a year house in the 
yard where they would keep a trap or side car. 
I remember one curate in it, whose housekeeper we 
were more afraid of than the priest. She thought she was 
the boss of everyone. When it was sold the late Master 
Ferguson bought it and turned it into flats. He also let a 
room in it for a dispensary and the front room was turned 
into a shop facing the street. In later years it was known 
as the tenement. It is now cleared away. 
NEXT WAS KNOWN AS NO. l. Tommy Duffy a shoe-
maker was in it for a while. It was a great house for a 
game of twenty five at night but John Maguire an engineer 
with Cavan County Council bought it when the Landlord 
Jones was selling them. He got it done up and it was the 
first house of the row to be made a two storey. He was 
married to a local girl. He was a great singer with the 
old choir in Holywell Chapel. His son John Maguire was 
one of the best G.A.A. footballers ever was about Belcoo 
and one of the best that ever played for the County. His 
brother Cyril  also played for the County. The house is 
now empty. 

NEXT WAS PAT GREENE’S. He was a retired Blacksmith 
and also a cow doctor or quack and he was great with 
horses that had bad hoofs and other complaints. He 

was very busy always treating cattle and horses. No one 
in them times hardly knew what a Vet was. He would 
walk to houses where animals was sick or if anyone had 
a trap or a side car they would collect him and in later 
years some people might get a car to bring him. He had 
a farm away in Killycreen. There was now a road into 
it. Many a late night the children walked out of it after 
a hard day's work. He kept a horse and side car, It was 
one of the last from the village that was seen going to 
Mass in Holywell of a Sunday. When roads started to 
be tarred his horse would draw the tar boiler and chips 
along with other horse and carts. He also often brought 
the Priest on sick calls. They also sold milk to people on 
a small scale. There was many a game of 25 in it. Philip 
Greene, their son, still lives there. 

NEXT WAS HUGH MAGUIRES. He was a cart man. 
He usually drew goods from the station to Blacklion, 
Dowra and other places. People would get him if he 
was not away to bring a cart of manure to their garden 
in Spring. Often when you would be in bed at night you 
could hear the steps of Hughie’s horse outside Blacklion 
coming home. He kept it in a small stable at the yard 
at the back of the house. Sometimes you would hear it 
walking up and down the lane at night. It would have 
what is known as a colic.
His wife always fattened a pair of pigs about four times 
a year, which was also kept in the yard When they were 
killed Hughiewould bring them to the market in Enni-
skillen on the cart. Usually some neighbour would have 
some to send with him.  He always left about six o’clock 
in the morning for town.  His wife was supposed to be 
the best in the village at fattening pigs.  It was a great 
ceilidh-ing house for men from outside the village as 
well as the locals.  There was a proud wee man called 
Peter Kelly from Blacklion.  He was supposed to be a 
good scholar. Every Friday night he would read the 
Herald out to all the men that would be there.  Nobody 
would dare talk when he was reading but there would 
be a great discusssion after what would have been said 
in the paper.  It was a great house for a game of 25 but 
us boys that was playing in it would be sent home at 
8 o’clock when the older men would start to play.  His 

son John James R.I.P.was a great singer, manys a night 
he sang a song for the ceilidh-ers. Peter Kelly, the man 
that read the Herald, used to manage the  Market House 
in Blacklion.  Hughie’s grandson Kevin now lives there.
NEXT WAS WILLIE KELLY’S STORE, SHOP AND 
HOUSE.  Willie Kelly bought three houses.  He turned 
one to a shop, one into a store and lived in the other.  
The shop had a drapery in one end of the shop. The rest 
of the shop was grocery and hardware.  The storeheld 
flour, meal, grain and coal. It had a big door opening 
onto the street.  It was called Kelly’s store and it was a 
greatplace for men to stand at night before you would 
go up to thestation before the last train would come in.  
He employed a lot of staff both in the shop and store.  
The men at the store would help to load the carts with 
meal or what else you wanted.  They would help to draw 
coal, hardware and other items down from the train.  
He was also a butter man and the men would draw the 
boxes of butter up to the train.  Many a night we would 
watchfor him to go for his tea and one of us would go in 
for a poke of sweets with a half penny.  If the right one 
of the staff was there they would fill it to the top.  Any 
time we would have a half penny it would be a differ-
ent cub that would go in each time.  A poke was a bit of 
paper twisted in to shape to hold the sweets, usually a 
bit of a newspaper.  Willie was a great manfor football.  
He often give us a tube for nothing which we couldnot 
afford to buy. I remember Sunday evening we bursted 
the ball when playing football at the foot of Aughrim.  
When Willie came along going to play cards in Pee Mc-
Goldrick’s when he seen our trouble he turned back and 
opened the shop and brought us out a tube for nothing, 
well he knew we had no money. He was the first man to 
get a two ton lorry to do the roads, delivering everything 
and collecting eggs. I have already told you a lot about 
him and all he done in other ways earlier. John Timoney 
now lives where the store used to be . He built a house 
there. It is now a two storey house as is the shop. Both 
belong to Sean Leonard. 

NEXT WAS JIMMY SCOTTS           Jimmy was a miles 
man on the railway. He also owned a farm at Cashel. 
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When the railway men went on strike in the thirties, 
time were very bad but he told me that it turned out to 
be one of the luckiest things that ever happened him, 
because when he had no work he opened a quarry on 
his land at Cashel and started to tender to rise stones 
for the Council pile them and break them. He also used 
to make roads. He went back to the railway when the 
strike was over. He had sons that kept the quarry going 
and later had men working in it. Later he bought what 
is known as the butchers land at Holywell and opened a 
quarry there also. His son Michael lives at Holywell or the 
right name of the townland is Cavanmore. In later years 
he was known all over the fairs in West Cavan, Leitrim 
and Fermanagh. He was a great man for “twenty five”, 
he hardly missed a night but he played. In later years 
me and him travelled to Gambles in Boho, Mullaghdun, 
Tullyrossmearan, as well as round home. He was one 
of the most popular characters around Belcoo. A man 
named Cullen lives there now.

NEXT WAS ANNIE LEONARD (LUKE)         She was a 
very gentle woman who kept travelling people at night 
for a shilling. Some were very mean and would not pay 
but most of them were very decent. I often went into 
it at night with other boys. It would be full. There was 
travelling musicians and ballad singers. They would start 
to dance. One who used to come often was a man called 
Peter the Creel. I never seen it off him, even when he was 
dancing. He always carried his few belongings in it. It 
was smaller than the average creel. Other names of some 
of the wanderers were Biddy the Goose, Sandbag Kate 
and Yankee Flynn Dinny Coyle and the Rover. Another 
one who would come once a year was a Black Doctor 
and his wife. He was a quack who would go around the 
country selling pills and bottles of medicine, which he 
would make up himself. He had a motor-bike and aide-
car. He was very unpopular. He always took a room for 
himself and his wife. He always locked the wife in the 
room when he was away. He used to beat her when he 
came back in the evening. Manys a night we listened to 
him doing it. No one hardly stayed in it when he was 
there. Everyone in the village was afraid of him, even 
the men. He was classed a witch doctor. Once I saw him 

take a crutch of a man with one leg and throw it away. 
Everyone was glad when he moved on. The late Tommy 
Boylan bought it and joined it on to his own. (The late 
Annie seen very hard times) 
NEXT WAS OWEN BOYLANS       He was a store man 
with Willie Kelly, working at bagged stuff, coal and boxes 
of butter. His son Tommy was a great mechanic. He was 
the first to open a garage in Belcoo. He opened it up 
the back lane in the yard. They came from far and near 
with bicycle and cars, as the cars were becoming more 
plentiful. He was the first to sell bicycles at two shillings 
a week. The price of them was about £2.50. There was a 
bicycle called the Vendic. A lot of young men got one of 
them. He opened a shop on to the front street. He sold 
bicycle parts, wirelesses and charged wet batteries. He 
also had parts for cars. He turned it into a sweet shop 
later and done hackney services himself. In early years 
he kept one lodger every year for about three months. 
He was known as the clock man. He was very small and 
very mild. He fixed clocks and watches. He would travel 
through the country mending watches and clocks. All 
he would have with him was a small wooden box under 
his arm that he had his tools in. He wore a big double 
watch chain across his waistcoat. The man that owns it 
now is Tom Corrigan, who is also a mechanic and still 
runs the same mechanic business there.

NEXT WAS DELACY’S, This is where I was born. My 
father came to it as a postman. He was transferred from 
Dundalk to Blacklion. There was no border then. The Post 
Office was in Blacklion. He done the Blacklion area. As 
he was getting very stiff he bought a pony and trap to 
do the run with but one day at the house the pony ran 
away in the trap. He sold it and then retired. He walked 
to Blacklion every day as long as he was able. He spent 
a while in Charlie Maguire’s, Barney Dolan’s the sad-
dler, and Eddie Maguire’s. Then he walked back home 
and sat reading and doing crossword puzzles. He read 
more books than anyone I ever knew. I myself became 
a postman in later life. It is the only small house in the 
row that has not been altered or raised to two storey. It 
is still the same as long ago. Chris Dolan now owns it.

NEXT WAS WILLIE McMANUS  He was a cream-
ery manager in Glenfarne and his wife Lucy was a teacher 
in Belcoo P.S. She was the first teacher I went to. They 
kept a very open door for everybody. We played cards in 
it from a very early age. Willie was great sport. He had 
something to say about everyone. The night he would 
not be at his own door or Leonard’s corner there would 
be very little fun. He was a great man for the horses. He 
would be always watching for something that would give 
a tip. I remember once a policeman going up the street 
with a fishing rod on-his shoulder, that night he gave 
all a horse called “River Line” and it won. Another time 
he was down in Maguire’s yard and there was an old 
van with “Safety” wrote on it and that night he gave us 
a horse called Safety Pin. It won. I could go on and on . 
He was a great footballer and took part till late in life as 
he was a very active man. He was a great goalie - I often 
seen him clear a ball out with the heel of his shoe, He 
was also a great Irish dancer. He often danced at local 
concerts. It is now owned by people called Kelly.

NEXT WAS TOM McGOVERNS He was a shoemaker and 
came from Glan every Monday morning. He watched for 
Mulraine, the Blacksmith, who would be coming from 
Glan and before he could open the forge door Tom would 
come to the door step and shout “what’s the news from 
the home country”. He was the biggest man around 
Belcoo. He was over twenty stone. He was a real good 
shoe maker both at mending and making new ones. He 
lived on his own. I had the job of carrying the water 
from the well for him. It would be twice or three times 
a week. I used to get three pence each time which was 
good money. Once I was dishonest to him. There was 
some old show in Blacklion and my brother Hugh had 
no money to go to it. It was only about three pence, so 
we planned that I would trip on the steps when I came 
back with the water. There were three steps up to the 
door, I tripped and spilled the water. He had pity for me 
and gave me an extra three pence to go back for another. 
God have mercy on him, it was me that got him dead 
in bed. It was on a Good Friday, he came to our house 
from seeing the doctor. He asked Paddy where was the 
wife. He said he had been with the doctor and he told 
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him to go home and go to bed and he wanted her to air 
some blankets for him. As my mother was in bed with a 
heavy cold, Daddy said he would air them, as he did and 
brought them down and put him to bed. As everyone 
was going to the Station of the Cross in Holywell Chapel, 
Daddy left me at home, as my mother said she would 
get up later and make a mug of bovril and send it down 
to him. She did this and I brought it down. I called to 
him “Mr McGovern, here is your bovril” but he would 
not answer. Then I called him by his nickname “Ruck” 
here is your bovril”. I then panicked and ran out to tell 
Mammy I thought he was dead. She ran to the door 
and Andy Smith, a policeman, was going up the street. 
She called him and sure enough he got the Sergeant 
and when they got in he was dead alright. I was very 
nervous going by it after, because men would be pick-
ing at me about getting him dead. About ten days later 
I was in Leonard’s of the Corner one night, and Barney 
Gilmurray R.I.P. was in it and he asked me to go up and 
get any old newspaper that he could read. It was very 
dark, there was no lights on the street and just as I was 
going by the late shoemaker’s house, the banshee cried 
in the gutter between the Priest’s house and the forge. 
I did not go back down with the paper, nor did anyone 
else out of the house. The strange thing about it an old
woman died that night whose name the banshee was 
supposed to follow. John McGovern lives there now.

NEXT WAS LEONARD’S      It was known as the Cor-
ner House. It was a two storey and the last in the row. 
They were fowl dealers and bought fowl up the West 
and brought them to Belcoo by train in big fowl crates. 
They were killed and plucked in Belcoo and exported 
to England. One of them was called “Yankee”. He was 
the life of the village. He was always playing pranks on 
people. He was a wonderful singer and whistler. It was 
said that top men wanted him away to be trained as a 
singer. He had land up in Lugahurra and we often stood 
at the corner listening to him coming down the Gardenhill 
braes whistling. He could make a song up on anyone in 
a day. His mother Biddy had the cure of the whittle and 
could take any thorn out with wax. They had a farm in 
Drumcoo. There is a wood in it which was known as 

“Yankee Wood”. It was a great wood for hazel nuts. The 
Leonard’s still farm Drumcoo. They had a horse called 
“Farmer” which was the best single horse mower in the 
country. John James Leonard mowed for pay. He nearly 
mowed on every farm around the country. He would be 
out before daylight and rest a while in the heat of day 
and mow away until dark then. They also kept an eat-
ing house. It was known all over and classed as one of 
the best in Ulster. Dealers from down the North ate in 
it, going or coming from a fair in the west. One of note 
was ass dealers called Hamils from Belfast. They would 
walk from one hundred to two hundred donkeys from 
Mayo and Galway. They always ate in the Corner house 
and they would put the asses in the fairgreen when they 
were eating, and rest them for a few hours. Word would 
go around that they were there and men would come in 
from the country to buy one. Many a deal was finished 
at the corner. The price was ten bob up to about three 
pounds. It would be a good one that made more than £3. 
When “Yankee” died, the master took the senior boy's 
class up to see him laid out and pray at his bedside. This 
was because so much was thought of him. The Leonards 
still live there. In their farm in Drumcoo, there is a field 
called the “Standing Stone field”. There stands a big stone 
in it which was supposed to be part of Crom Cruaich, a 
false god. When I was living at Cavanmore, a lady used 
to come from England every summer to clean and wash 
it. She often got a bucket and a cloth of me to wash it. 
The Leonards also supplied the village with milk. They 
delivered in the morning and at night. They were the first 
around supplying milk. You had to get a pint can with a 
lid on a hinge which could not be blown off.

There was forty children in the row then, between grown 
up boys and girls and toddlers till emigration took its toll 
in the twenties and early thirties . The first house to be 
built outside the village was Pat McCabe’s, out in Belcoo 
East in what was known as Nixon’s far fields. Jimmy Gal-
lagher lives there now and the first to be built  in Belcoo 
West was Master Cox’s at the top of Andy Moore’s hill 
on Tom Greene’s land. Paddy Cox lives there now. That 
ends the old village in the late twenties and thirties 

How People lived in Belcoo in the late 

20’s and how children passed the time.
Work was very scarce in those days and times was very 
hard especially in Railway Row as Main Street was bet-
ter off. Us in the Row used to call them ‘the swanks’ but 
we got on well together. We lived on very little money. 
Hardly anyone in the Row bought potatoes or vegetables. 
All these were growing in the gardens that was attached 
to the houses. Some had farms of their own which would 
crop in, some would take conacre for setting potatoes in. 
You hardly ever bought butter in a shop.
You bought it by the roll from some farmer. There would 
often be five pounds in a roll. Some who kept a cow 
churned their own. Us in the Row never went to the shop 
for tea or sugar. If you ran out of it before your week's 
supply was due, you got a loan of a cup of tea or sugar 
or what you were short of till you got your week's sup-
ply. Loaf bread was very rarely bought. Everyone baked 
bread. All was baked on the hearth stove. Fadge bread 
in an oven, pancakes and pritty bread were all made in 
a metal pan. The potatoes were all boiled in a big metal 
pot. For baking you got butter milk from a neighbour if 
you had one and the skimmed milk from the creamery. 
Drays came from the creamery in Blacklion or Letterbreen. 
They always stopped in Railway Road. They always got 
tea in some house and got shopping for themselves and 
people out in the country. The creamery men would 
have a bag of giblets with them. There would be about 
a stone in a bag. It was a net bag. This cost about a half a 
crown. These giblets was bits of bacon. They made many 
a dinner or breakfast.

A lot of people in the Row fattened pigs but they were 
never killed for the house as they had to be sold for 
money, which would be wanted for to buy something 
with. When they were ready for killing a day would be 
set for a man to come to kill them. Usually there would 
be two or three houses would get him the same day. 
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Everyone that was getting them killed would have a 
big fire going out in the yard from early in the morning. 
They would have big pots of water boiling and a forty 
gallon barrel filled with water from Kelly’s well. There 
would always be a drink for the butcher and the men 
that helped. All you could keep for yourself was the heart 
and liver and we always got the pig's bladder to keep 
and make a football out of it.

Everyone in the Row kept hens. We all had a small hen 
house in the yard but when they were let out in the 
morning, they all went to the Fairgreen which was at the 
back of Railway Row. Everyone, when feeding their hens 
would have to stand with them or everyones would eat 
with them. Nearly everyone fed at the same time and all 
fowl came back to their own yard at night. ‘There would 
be many a row with us cubs if we came across a hen's 
nest where they laid out, as to who owned them, there 
was often more broken than taken home. There would be 
cock chickens. Also there would be an odd one killed to 
eat at a set time, but the rest was sold to some fowl dealer. 
All the fowl was fed a handful of Indian Meal mashed 
with spuds and cabbage, the pigs the same.

Us boys and girls had to work very hard from the Spring 
to Winter helping to set the potatoes and vegetables and 
keep them wed. I often seen from fifteen to sixteen men 
and boys, as the sun was going down, at McCreany's Cross 
after working in the garden after school and when men 
came home if they were working most of them would 
have a spade, grape or shovel in their hands. They would 
be talking about the crops and it there was any news that 
day and a tug of war match or football match.
All us boys and girls would be barefooted. Then you 
had to go to the bog to fill or wheel turf. You would be 
starved with hunger as the bog is a very hungry place. 
It was always boiled eggs and fadge you got in the bog. 
You would get nothing as nice now. The bog would be 
full of men and boys and girls. A full spade was made 
of three, a cutter, filler and a wheeler. Often a youngster 
would be kept to shove the barrow to the filler. When 
you landed in the bog the first thing someone done was 
gather old spadach turf to light a fire to get the dinner 

and tea on. Anyone that was smoking lit their pipe or 
fag off the fire. The spreading and clamping came next. 
It always depended on the weather how soon you done 
this. Then the drawing out of the bog on asses came in 
the end of the season to the stacking ground, where they 
would be built and thatched till they would be drawn 
home by horse crate. In winter you usually had about 
six asses at the drawing  out. You would have a loan of 
some of them. You always brought home a big bunch of 
heather every time you went to the bog, to have it for 
making Bisums for sweeping the floor with.
The hay making usually was a very busy time. Men from 
the village would get plenty of work with a farmer at 
hay time. Anyone that could mow well with a scythe 
got extra money. There was plenty of work for us boys 
tramping rucks, tedding hay and raking. It was very 
warm work ,when the sun was beaming down on you. 
There would be a can of buttermilk and one of water 
with a handful of oatmeal in it. There was supposed to 
be strength in it. The drink would always be left in a 
shady place and moved around, as the sun went round, 
but nothing was like the can of tay that the women of the 
house brought out to the field with home made bread, 
scones and homemade jam. It used to be hard to get up 
out of the shade and start working again.

Later on in the year you would help to tie sheafs of corn. 
Many a cut you got on the foot with the stubble. In spring 
you were usually kept at home from school to work in 
the garden and go to the bog. It was great but the hay 
making was different, for you had your summer holidays 
and it was not as good. The farmer’s wife done the whole 
milking in the haytime. Some of us boys would be sent 
to help to bring in the cows for milking and the woman 
would have something nice for you and give you some 
tay and bread. It used to be great to get away from the 
hay. The men of the village often got a week's work here 
and there on road work, a stone breaker that would be 
in the area, Carson's Quarry, the railway and often with 
a farmer ditching a field in Winter, for cropping the next 
Spring. Us boys often got a days work gathering potatoes, 
you would get a shilling or one and sixpence a day, a 
man digging only got two shillings a day. Often men 

would help a neighbour in Winter to fix a byre or build 
a house for calves just for their meals, us boys would cut 
scollops for thatching and creel rods for making creels, 
you would sell them in the fair of Blacklion on the l9th 
November. Some men from the Glan country would call 
and ask you to cut some for them, you would get about 
eight pence for a hundred of creel rods and about four 
pence for a bundle of scallops, your hands would be all 
scraped and was very sore when you would wash them. 
You usually cut the rods on Aughrim or along the lough 
shore. We would snare a lot of rabbits in Winter, they 
made a great dinner, we would save the skins and sell 
them to a rabbit dealer for about six-pence a dozen, and 
sell the rabbits, we did not use, at about three or for pence 
each. The people of the village lived a lot on rabbits, they 
cooked them in different ways, they always made a 
lovely dinner. In Summer we would catch what was 
called graziers, they were half grown rabbits, they were 
always lying out on the grass. It was a greyhound caught 
them as a terrier would only scare them. They were 
lovely cold for your tay in the evening. We would 
gather blackberries and crab apples, our mother would 
make pots of blackberry jelly and crab apple jelly which 
would do a long time, we would not get much syrup on 
your bread then. The scotch stores in Enniskillen would 
buy a bucket of blackberries off you but it was hard to 
fill a bucket. If they were plentiful you sometimes sold 
some. We would gather sticks for the fire, some families 
often took a plot of stubbing off the late James Fawcett 
for about six or eight pounds. We would get some sticks 
off them ,if you helped them to burn bushes in the eve-
nings, manys a thorn you would get. Times started to 
improve a bit for a while, men got work at the buildings 
of the new Barracks and the new custom house and Mrs 
Maguire's R.I.P. built some houses and there was a bit of 
smuggling going on but times got hard from 1936 till the 
war broke out. Then Belcoo never had bad times again. 
Our favourite pastime was football, if we ever had one. 
When a tube would burst we would have no money to 
buy one. We often stuffed the cover with paper and 
played with it, also with the odd pig’s bladder till it 
would burst. Our goal post was usually two stones as 
you would be chased out of a field that often you could 
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always run and leave them. We always counted a point 
by its height and direction. If it was too high it was no 
point. Hunting rabbits and fishing was very popular. 
There would be a terrible row to see who would get the 
best terrier for hunting with. The Master and the Flan-
nery’s had the best Irish Terrier and a Lakeland. I often 
stole them at night and hid them in a shed in the yard 
to have them for the next day. From the Spring on, the 
Toam river would be covered with boys and men fishing 
for pike, perch and bream. In the summer the bream and 
perch would often school down at the bridge between 
Belcoo and Blacklion. You could hardly get place to stand. 
We would often have a bit of string for a line and some 
would have heavy brown line. Everyone used an eel 
hook. I often put a few bits of a number forty black spool 
of thread together to make a line. There would not be a 
penny in the house to buy line or hook. We often twist-
ed a safety pin if they were taken well for a hook. I 
hardly ever seen a rod, only a hazel one cut out of the 
wood. Armstrong’s of Blacklion got bamboo rods in, but 
very few people bought them as you could cut your own, 
they cost from sixpence to two bob according to their 
length. Worms was the best bait for perch and bream. 
You trawled for pike with a heavy line and a copper 
spoon bait and frogs. Old men from the two villages 
would fish a whole day, it was not a great river for trout 
but you would see some at the bridge. There was a po-
liceman called Andy Smith who bought a fly rod, it was 
the first we ever seen, he often caught some with the fly 
late in the evenings. We would watch him casting the fly 
across a trout for ages but never get a rise. The best 
places for fishing on the Toam river was what was called 
the Preacher field at the back of Blacklion creamery and 
the Red bridge now blown up, the Captains Hole, the 
eel weir and Robinstole which is at the bottom of the 
Killycreen river, which is beside the new football field. 
We would go to the mountain rivers for the trout if there 
was a flood in them. We often walked to Clogher Bog 
lough which was a great trout lake, it was six miles out 
the mountain, also to Lough Ora which was not as far. 
It was also a trout lake in later years. I fished every lake 
in the mountains both side of the border and I never 
fished with anything only the worm, which is still the 

best bait. In the early days no fish was thrown away, they 
were all used and cooked in different was, if you had 
too many you could give some to your neighbour. The 
skittles were a great pastime in the evenings, there was 
a great school at Timoney's cross and there would be a 
crowd of men there, till it got dark to throw, there was 
also a school out on the Aughrim road, there was pitch 
and toss schools, one at the back of McKeirnans and 
another on the Aughrim road, there was other ones up 
the Loughside road. There was two great tug of war 
teams in the late twenty and early thirties, one was the 
Belcoo which was called the Belcoo Steamrollers and the 
other was Corryglass which was called the Corryglass 
Black Horses. Belcoo trained in the planting at the back 
of the village, manys a night we sat watching them till 
we were sent home. Corryglass trained sometimes in 
Mal O’Dolans church field, there was manys a tug of war 
competition run and there was great excitement in the 
village the day Belcoo or Corryglass won. The Corryglass 
Mummers was great excitement the night they done the 
village, they would line up at the top of Andy Moore’s 
hill (that is where Gerry Ferguson lives) and marched 
down to the village led by John Thomas Leonard playing 
flute and Terence Pat Tarry, also Leonard, playing on the 
kettle drum some marching tune. I never seen as good 
a Mummers since, we would go up to the top of the hill 
to walk down with them. I can still hear them coming, 
they all wore straw hats and straw rope round their waist, 
and one around the leg below the knee. They would have 
a Mummers dance with the takings, there would be 
plenty to eat and drink at it, there was always a barrel 
of porter at it, it would be held in some country house. 
Us boys used to Mummer just around the village and 
what we would gather in houses we would have a 
party in some of the houses in the row. Some of our 
mothers would help the woman of the house that it was 
in, it was held in a room off the kitchen, there was 
plenty of loaf bread which was a change and jam and 
there would be two big currant loaves which we watched 
for and plenty of tay. Ceilidh-ing and playing cards in 
each other houses and listening and dancing to a gram-
ophone, if any house was lucky enough to have one and 
there was always a good singer in whatever house you 

were ceilidh-ing in, this was in Winter.

I was often at the putting in of a haystack when a gramo-
phone or fiddle would be played that night and there 
would be a bit of a dance. Another thing we enjoyed was 
the dressing of Willie Kelly’s big shop window for Xmas, 
Every night for a week before Xmas we would stand 
watching the toys and Xmas stockings in it, for it was a 
very rare person in the row that could buy any of them, 
but we took great enjoyment out of watching them, still 
we always got something from Santa.
In the springtime we would go Bird nesting along the 
hedges and lake shore. We never robbed a nest but we 
knew the sizes and colours of every bird's egg. Hurtling 
hoops was a great past time if you had one. A bicycle 
wheel was used mostly, a tyre of a car was very scarce. 
You would take spoke out of a bicycle wheel. We would 
have challenge matches to see who would hurl a hoop in 
the fastest time. The race was always from one mile stone 
to another. Ours used to be from a mile stone from one on 
the road opposite where Dr Murphy lives and the other 
one was down at Carrontreemall on the road opposite 
where Frank Timoney lives. Many a crigged toe and stone 
bruise you got as everyone would be barefooted and it 
was worse if the road was stoned in the new.

We’d have competitions out in the fields for the long 
jump and high jump and the hop and skip jump. There 
was many a row in the long jump from about where you 
rise or landed. Another thing we used to do was put a 
half penny on the rails for a train to pass over. It often 
flattened it enough to pass it for a penny, but a half penny 
was hard to get. We often took out a boat on the lough 
without leave. The owner would bring the spurs home 
with them but we would tie the oars with the sleeve of 
our jersey to the boat. It was very dangerous to be at. 
We took the police boat and was caught. That finished 
that past time. I should mention, when out in the boat 
we would pull in to the shore or an island and smoke 
dried reeds. There was a big difference in reeds. There 
was soft ones and thick ones. We thought that one as 
thick as a cigarette was the best and firm. We would 
cut them the size of a fag with a penknife. Talking of 
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smoking, a wake in the village was a great time for us to 
smoke. Clay pipes would be passed around. We always 
managed to carry some of them out, along with a bit of 
tabacco. We would hide them somewhere till we had to 
go to the well or gather sticks. Then we would fill one 
of the pipes and light it. The best smoker would light it, 
we might have only two matches. We would gather tea 
leaves and dry them to smoke. We often were caught or 
maybe break a pipe. That would end it for a while. When 
a person died in the village nearly everyone quit working 
for two days. All the people of the village would bring 
something, tea, sugar or milk. Two neighbours would 
lay out the remains; if a woman two women, if a man 
two men. Two neighbours always dug the grave. There 
would be a wake for two nights. People sat up the two 
nights. A big crowd sat up both nights as there would not 
be much work to be done. There would be plenty to eat, 
drink and smoke for them sitting up and between prayers 
there would be a lot of story telling especially old men. 
There was always a special man for putting around the 
tobacco and keep the fire going. Blinds would be pulled 
in all windows and shutters go up till the remains went 
out side the village. All remains was kept the two nights 
in the house then.

Hurding cows along the road side was a job no cub liked 
to do on their own. They always hurded together for to 
get playing games, often skittles, marbles, maybe gather-
ing rotten sticks for the fire. There was no need to watch 
for cars as there was none. It was in case they went into 
some of the gardens or someone’s land.

Nearly everyone in the village kept a goat. If you had no 
land of your own, someone would let you tether one on 
their land. They would always go two or three together to 
milk them and change their place. The village used to be 
a terrible place in the Autumn with buck goats when the 
she goat was in heat (or the old saying a tipping). They 
would be on the door steps at night. The smell would 
be terrible if one of them got into a house. It used to be 
a terrible job to get him out. The smell would be in the 
house for days. There was a local goat called De Valera. 
We wrote up Dev on its side with black paint and shoved 

him through the door into a dance in the local hall. All 
hell broke loose. The screams of the girls was terrible.

The Fairday was a very busy day about the village with 
farmers and dealers. The farmers would bring their cat-
tle and pigs in from day light. The cattle would go into 
the Fairgreen where you had to pay a toll at the gate. I 
often stood on the gate of a fair morning. I think it was 
two pence for a calf and four pence for a strong beast. I 
used to bring the toll down to Leonard’s Arms where you 
would be paid about 1/6 and two shillings according to 
the takings. It was easy earned and what was better, you 
hadn’t to go to school. The pigs would be lined along the 
street at Leonard’s corner in crates. Men and boys would 
earn a few bob by helping the dealers or the farmers to 
bring them to the train or into Leonard’s Yard. Some 
houses done well making dinner and teas.

There was always a row of second hand clothes dealers 
from the corner down to the Custom house, which brought 
a lot of people from across the border. They also brought 
an extra few bob to the village and of course the pubs also 
done well. The Fairday was a great day for the village.

Early days of the G.A.A 
around Belcoo

Football was played around Belcoo area as early as the 
1920’s. There would be teams gathered up in Belcoo, 
Corryglass, Boho, Cashel and Mullaghdun, and for 
challenge matches there was more of these teams affili-
ated. It was difficult to get a field to play these challenge 
matches in - the usual locations were O’Dolans Moss. 
Peter McGovern R.I.P. father of Leo, Pat and Jerry and 
Leonards Meadow beside Holywell Chapel. There was 
also one in Mullylusty known as the Soldiers Bottom and 
one in Boho called Paddy Burns’ flat. Teams regularly 
played at Sports both within the parishes and surrounding 
areas. Players often walked to the Matches as far away as 
Boho and up to the Big Bog above Glenfarne. Sometimes 
you would get a cup of tea or milk in some house when 
walking home - always when we played in Derrygonnelly 
Terry McManus was always out at Terry’s cross with a 
side can of milk and mugs and a loaf of Bread. It always 
took the hunger off you.

I remember when players from Barran, Gubaveeny and 
Glenawley would come to play for Belcoo. On their way 
home my mother always gave them tea in the room which 
was specially used for these occasions. Other women 
in the village often give you tea as well. Football was 
played every evening that time in the Fairgreen where 
the present RUC Barracks and Macnean Housing estate 
are now situated. I often seen as many as thirty young 
men and lads playing and there were as many specta-
tors. mainly old men. The ground was limestone and 
very rough - it was surprising that no one ever suffered 
a serious injury.
Players wore nailed boots and the odd one might have 
an actual pair of football boots. A few wore jerseys that 
belonged to some clubs. but you would never see a pair 
of shorts on anyones legs. The goal posts were only stones 
or a couple of coats were used as it was all rock. However 
when they played elsewhere two rods were used with a 
hairyned rope for a crossbar. The Fairgreen was formerly 
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owned by the late Johnny Dennis Leonard RIP and later 
by Eddie Maguire - both men always allowed football 
to be played there.

Refereeing was always a problem especially the business 
of appointing a referee - each team wanted someone from 
their own area. The mild disputes would usually end in 
the tossing of a coin and nobody argued with this. 

It was a very thankless job as there was very little mark-
ings - often a drain or a hedge would act as a side line or 
an old branch stuck here and there. The referee also had 
a whistle which he very rarely used only in the event of 
a very bad foul would he resort to the whistle. He some-
times had a watch on his person but it was never looked 
at - only when they changed sides - as it was always a 
very big pocket watch. Sometimes a match could last 
for two hours.

Another situation that would call for the whistle being 
blew would be when the players would tell the lad to 
go home or when the team that was losing would argue 
for the game to be played on. However the referee was 
always well respected and he would tell both parties that 
there would always be another day.

I will tell you of an incident illustrating the impartiality 
of a referee. It was Tom Greene a brother of Philips who 
was refereeing a match in Joe’s moss between cubs from 
Blacklion and Holywell. He had awarded a penalty to 
Holywell and he had only placed the ball for it to be taken 
by the late Eddie Ferguson. He had football togs on but 
no football boots - only flat heeled shoes and when he ran 
up to take it his two heels slipped from under him and 
he fell to the ground on his backside and missed it. Tom 
walked over, lifted the ball and placed it again. turned 
around and shouted up the field, “come down here you 
Paddy O’Dolan and take this penalty” Paddy scored.

There used to be a fierce rivalry in challenge matches 
especially between Corryglass, Belcoo and Boho. I re-
member a terrible row broke out in the Soldiers Bottom 

in Mullylusty between Belcoo and Boho. It all started 
between two players and gradually. one by one others 
got involved. It was on the verge of being settled when 
it broke out between spectators. It was a Belcoo specta-
tor who started it when he snapped a Blackthorn stick 
across his knee - it belonged to James Maguire the shoe 
maker who was very popular in Boho and loved his 
Blackthorn, and who just happened to be beside this 
spectator. Well, all hell broke loose and the police were 
sent for but it was got settled before they arrived. Some 
say politics crept into the row - and it became known as 
the Mullylusty War - simply because there was a crowd 
standing at Leonards corner talking about the row when 
the late Willie McManus RIP came down to the corner to 
ask us did we hear the evening news. We said we had not 
and he said it was announced that the Mullylusty war 
was over. However the row was forgotten in a few days 
and men met other men and played cards together after. 

Another time we had a challenge with Boho was in Paddy 
Burns’ flat down in Boho we got it very hard to gather 
up a team that Sunday - but one man  that we forced to 
come with us was Tom Cassidy. He was a great sport but 
very hot tempered and he was getting on a bit in years 
but still was a very hardy active man and had the name 
of being a good scrapper which meant a lot. We walked 
down to Paddy Burns' flat which was one of the driest 
fields in Boho - but it had rained a lot the night before 
and there was a pool of water in one corner. The match 
had not long started when the said Tom Cassidy along 
with the late Tommy Howe RIP and a few others were 
after the ball when Tommey tripped Tom into the pool of 
water. Tom leaped up and made for Tommy - but Tommy 
said that it wasn’t him but one of his own players while 
pointing to the late Dinny Lilly (Thomas). Tom made for 
Dinny who was only a lump of a young fellow. He ran 
and Tom followed him out for the road and across it up 
the Coolarkin Hills. There was no sign of them coming 
back so Boho dropped two men as there was no sign of 
them coming back the match was finished. We were all 
headed for home and when we were as far as Lower 
Mullylusty, Ned Cassidy, another old footballer, brought 

us all in for tay. But before we had finished in walked 
Tom and Dinny laughing together.

As the years went by football in the area started to be-
come more specialised with players appearing in football 
boots, togs and different coloured jerseys. Some players 
of great note in the late twenties and early thirties were 
Jimmy Rogers RIP, Paddy Greene RIP (brother of Philips) 
Paddy Quinn RIP. Frank Flannery, Tony Delacy RIP and 
Ben Kelly RIP. Some of these men played for the County.

There was a great team in Blacklion in the late 30’s and 
early 40’s as there was no affiliated team at that time 
in Belcoo. The late Eddie Maguire and the late Paddy 
Timoney (who was playing for North Leitrim then) and 
myself joined Blacklion and we won many’s a medal 
with them. They were a great club to play for.
The challenge matches with Blacklion were starting to 
die out after a few years. Eddie Maguire, Paddy Timoney 
and myself were approached to leave Blacklion as the 
Fermanagh County was trying to get as many teams to 
affiliate as possible. So we left Blacklion and in March 
1943 after 11 Mass a meeting was held and the Holywell 
St. Patricks G.A.A. Club was formed. 

One thing I always remembered about that meeting was 
how everyone was so united. Usually the Corryglass old 
Road men stood at the upper chapel gate and at the stable. 
The Mullylusty and Ora beg men stood on the old road 
above the stables. the Loughside men always stood at 
the gable of the Chapel. Belcoo men and men from below 
it always stood at the undergate and along the Bank, 
that was there in their bones but that day everyone was 
together along the bank. The Committee formed on that 
day was Chairman Mick Timoney RIP. Vice Chairman Joe 
Gray RIP, Secretary Con Leonard. Treasurer Tommy Lilly 
RIP. Committee members myself. Eddie Scott RIP. Peter 
McGovern RIP (Mickey) Pat Greene RIP, Paddy Ferguson 
RIP and a few others. Great Club men who helped a lot 
was Willie Kelly RIP, Willie McManus RIP, Joe Dolan RIP 
and Philip Greene who still supports the Club. Myself and 
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the late Con Leonard was appointed to ask Joe O’Dolan 
RIP for his field which he readily made available and 
said it would be always there for our use. They then had 
the job of raising funds and Frank and Eddie Scott RIP. 
Packie Keaney. Lal and myself, Tommy Lilly RIP, Con 
Leonard RIP did a house to house collection. People 
contributed generously. Tom Greene was another that 
collected, a team was then formed and entered the Junior 
League. At that time playing along with us was Killesher, 
Cavanacross, Ederney, Monea and Maguiresbridge and 
I think Garrison. We had some great games, losing some 
and winning some we had some great players that time 
who is often forgotten when football is talked about 
namely J.J. Leonard RIP Corner House. Paddy Maguire 
Corralea. Packie Keaney and Eugene McNulty RIP. Our 
first captain was Paddy Timoney RIP. The colour of our 
first jersey was green with yellow cuffs and yellow collar. 
I always thought it was the nicest the club ever had. I 
must say now that Mick Timoney was the back-bone of 
getting the club started, the first goal post was cut in the 
Belling wood up in Gardenhill. Tom Greene drew them 
down in a horse cart we had a good following with us. 
The ups and downs of the club changed when one man 
namely Joe McGovern took over the running of the club. 
It is doubtful if any man in Fermanagh did as much for a 
club as he did for the Holywell Club. he put tremendous 
energy and time into it, he knew how to organise and 
discipline a team all players respected him and it is he 
who is to be thanked for bringing the first Trophy to the 
Holywell Club namely the Junior Championship which 
was won two years running along with the Junior League. 
The Championship and League in 1947 and the Cham-
pionship again in 1948. He also cleared the club of debt. 
One of his great achievements at that. was that along with 
himself Mal O’Dolan, Mick Timoney RIP, he approached 
Major Nixon RIP and asked for the field known as the 
Cottage Meadow for the running of a sports day on the 
15th August. The field was obtained for the day and the 
sports became the greatest financial success that the club 
could ever have dreamed of, in fact these sports are still 
held annually by the Parish on the 15th in the field. The 
late Major left one provision that the Club would donate 

£5.00 to Fermanagh County Hospital. Since then the Club 
has remained strong. some great club men that kept it 
together in later years were Paddy McGrath RIP Willie 
Keaney who along with three other men namely Con 
Leonard RIP, Eddie Scott RIP. and Philip Greene who 
stood by the club down through the years often when 
things were not going well. Remember there is still great 
club men that followed them but that was in later years. 
Joe McGovern himself was a wonderful footballer he 
played football with his native County Fermanagh also 
with Cavan and Offaly. The name of Holywell St. Patrick 
's GAA Club was changed in 1950 to Belcoo O Rahillys 
GAA Club for what reason I don’t know. Here is the 
team that brought the first Championship to Holywell, 
Mal O’Dolan, Pat Joe Leonard, John Greene, Lal DeLacy, 
Mickey Scott, Paddy McManus, Frank McGrath, Ted De-
Lacy, Eamon Maguire, Denis McNelis, Jim Meehan RIP, 
Eddie Scott RIP, John Corrigan, Paddy Timoney RIP, Fa-
ther Gerry Ferguson, Vincent Monaghan, Hugh DeLacy. 
I would mention that eight of that team was from the 
village and the man behind that team, Joe McGovern was 
also. Seven from Railway Road. Father Gerry from main 
street. Mal O’Dolan Holywell, Pat Joe Leonard. Aughoo. 
Frank McGrath Mullaghdun, Denis McNelis a weaver in 
Blacklion, Vincent Monghan a Garda in Glenfarne and 
four from Derrygonelly John Corrigan. Jim Meehan RIP 
Eamon Maguire, Paddy McManus.

I remember well the night we won the Championship. 
The celebrations for most of us was at Leonards corner in 
Belcoo listening to the late Willie McManus and Jimmy 
Lilly (Thomas) two great wits telling what the men over 
the Roslea said and what players of both teams said 
and done it was a great nights fun till the Police came 
out and told us to go home we were making too much 
noise though we had a victory Ceilidh in the Parish Hall 
sometime after. It was Eugene Leddy Ceilidh Band it was 
one of the biggest crowds I ever seen in it. 

Mickey Scott often told one about himself and his late 
father going down to Tyrone on a tractor for potatoes they 
would buy them in the heap in the field and fill them 

into bags to bring home. Some years before that there 
has been a terrible row between Holywell and Tempo, 
so that they called us Holyhell instead of Holywell, the 
women of the house asked him in for tea when they 
were sitting down a while she asked them where they 
came from, they said Belcoo. “O Lord” she’d say. “thats 
where that rough football team comes from, especially 
ones called Scotts and DeLacy’s and Jimmy says “your 
right mam, they were a rough dirty ignorant crowd” 
after that they shook hands and left. She was a very nice 
woman, some time later they learned she was the sister 
of a Tempo player. 

I would like to mention a funny incident that happened 
when one and the late Eddie Scott was in charge of a 
minor team in Bellanleck who we were playing, we were 
short a few players. We had to play Terry Cullen who 
was over age but did not look it but before the match 
started, the late Hugh Darcy RIP (Father Darcy’s father)
came over and objected to Terry that he was over age. He 
must have heard something, but we convinced him that 
he was eligible. Everything was alright till half time we 
were winning well and was chatting Hugh Darcy RIP 
along with another Bellanleck man., when Hugh Darcy 
looked down the field and said Look at your minor now. 
We could not open our mouths for there was Terry sit-
ting on his backside with his jacket thrown round his 
shoulders and him smoking a crooked pipe. We won 
but there was no objection. 
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The Cottage, Belcoo
The Cottage was first built by Hamilton Jones as 
a Shooting Lodge. Hamilton Jones was an Antrim 
man and a landlord, who had a land agent in Belcoo. 
It became the property of the Nixon family who 
originated from Killyglasson outside Blacklion, in 
the Co. Cavan and became known as Major Nixon’s. 
The Major was a retired British Army man who 
served in the Inniskillens, and his son John also 
became Captain with the Inniskillens in the Second 
World War. The Major lived in the Cottage with his 
wife, son John and daughter Dorinda, his sister Miss 
Violet and mother, who I do not remember too well, 
also lived there.

The Cottage is a beautiful building built on an 
elevated site on the shore at the start of Lower 
Lough Macnean and beside the village. It is a long 
one storey building with a glass roof running over a 
corridor that divides the house. You can walk down 
the corridor and enter any room left or right and 
its stove like chimney pot leaves it very attractive 
looking. Attached to the house but on a lower level 
was the servants' rooms, women on one side and 
men's on the other. A big flagged alley runs down 
between these apartments. At the bottom was the 
kitchen where all meals was cooked and workmen 
and maids ate. The family meals were carried up a 
few steps to the dining room. The other rooms along 
the alley were the dairy, wash room, a room where 
the Nixon family left their rough shoes and clothes, 
sometimes they left their guns and fishing rods 
there. These had to be cleaned at night and dried 
if they were in use that day. There was a harness 
room and one where firing was left for night and an 
open room where there hung a big safe for hanging 
up game and fowl. You entered these rooms from 
the yard through a door on either side as there was 
a two storey building at the end with no entrance 
from the yard. The entrance was from the inside. It 
was a lovely flat over the stables and garages. That 
was where Miss Voilet lived.

The house has a beautiful view from the east side of 
it and from the Tennis Court, which you walk out of 
the front door on to, you look down at the Hanging 
Rock, Corry Point, Thomiseens Island, Rabbit Island, 
the mouth of the Arney River and look across to 
Florencecourt Church and to Cuilcagh Mountain. To 
the west you look over the Cottage lawn. It is now 
mostly called the Cottage meadow, the front avenue 
into Blacklion, the bridge over Toam River, between 
the two villages and a full view of Main Street, 
Belcoo. 

The lawn then was lovely. It was always kept in 
meadow then. The wall that runs from the back 
avenue down to the school, along main street, was 
always kept well. It was pointed outside and inside 
every Autumn, by a workman. There would not be a 
stone out of place. There was no cattle pens or toilets 
there then, where the cattle pens is now. There was a 
narrow planting of laurels and flowering trees which 
ran in as far as the toilets are. The only building on 
it then was the hayshed, fowl house and a small 
school house. The hayshed and fowl house was built 
in at the edge of the planting and did not interfere 
with the view. The small school house was built at 
the side of the shed. It had a curved iron side with 
ceiling boards and had a boarded floor 
That was where the Major’s two children John and 
Miss Dorinda got their first education. Theywere 
taught by a Governess named Miss Cousins, who 
stayed in the cottage. The little schoolhouse was 
used later for storing apples in and became known 
as the apple house.

The lawn always looked at its best in spring when 
the grass started to grow and trees started to leaf 
and bloom but the loveliest of them all was when 
the daffodils were in bloom. The lawn was a mass of 
them from one end to the other. There was a place 
in the lawn opposite where the toilets are now, the 
daffodils were set that when they came out they 
read the name Nixon. Every day during that time 
you would see Miss Violet pulling bunches of them 

for the County Hospital,  Churches and other places. 
Locals were allowed to pull bunches but you had to 
go down and ask them and use the gate.
The yard which you entered from the back avenue 
was always kept very tidy - in the middle of it there 
was a grass bed which was diamond shaped. In the 
middle of it was a big whitethorn tree and attached 
to it was a bell that a wire led out of down to the 
kitchen , so that the cook could pull it and ring the 
bell when the meals would be ready. You could hear 
it in the far fields, the garden and up in the vil-
lage. Near the whitethorn tree at the entrance to the 
back was a big monkey puzzle tree and a few pine 
and palm trees. Under these were dog kennels The 
major then always kept two Redsetters and a Cocker 
Spaniel and two Sheepdogs. No one liked going by 
them if they were loose but nearly always there was 
an old gardener and yard man about that would 
shout at them. He always had a bucket in his hand 
and never seemed to be idle but it is said that he had 
a bucket in every corner and that he lifted one, when 
he heard anyone coming.

Also in the yard there were stables for the horses, 
the cow byre and other houses for calves and differ-
ent things. Over them was a long loft with steps up 
to it from the yard and at the back of the loft there 
was a small bridge which you could wheel things 
onto the loft, such as bales of wool, bags of corn 
and other items. It was also used for boxing seed 
potato to sprout for setting in the garden. There was 
a work bench in one end of it, where a handy man 
worked constantly repairing things about the house 
and yard and outlying farm. All broken things were 
fixed there and made such things as spokes and 
fellas for cart wheels, shafts and swingle trees for 
mowing machines and other things. 

At the back of the loft and towards the garden there 
was a glass house which was heated with a stove 
that burned some form of coal. It was lovely to get 
into on a winter’s day for a smoke. There was a lot 
of stuff growing in it such as tomatoes, cabbage 
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plants, all kinds of vegetables and flower trans-
plants. A lot of those were transplanted out into the 
garden, which was at the back of the glasshouse. 
There were almost two acres in it, part of it was 
made up of apple trees, plum trees and every other 
class of fruit bush you could name. The rest of it was 
made up of potatoes and every kind of vegetables. It 
was a fulltime job for two men in spring and sum-
mer. It was enclosed with a wall and whitethorn 
hedge that grew inside it, except for the lakeside 
where there was no wall, only a whitethorn hedge, 
which was from six to eight feet high and grew very 
close down to the bottom. It had to be clipped with 
a ladder .

There are two houses built on part of it now. Ralph 
Brown and family live in one and Mrs David Elliott 
lives in the other.

The cottage’s main entrance was from the old school 
down at thebridge between Belcoo and Blacklion. It 
was known as the front avenue. The lovely big iron 
gates and surround that was at the entrance can be 
seen now at the entrance to Florencecourt Church.

The avenue was always well kept by the work men. 
It was usually sheeted with river gravel. At the 
entrance there was a small laurel planting which 
was wired in. That wire fence continued from there 
between the meadow and the avenue. Up to the 
cottage the wire was what was called bull wire and 
the posts were very fine steel ones. There were four 
small gates off the avenue into the meadow which 
were painted white, and the side towards the lake 
was planted with flowers. A lot of them were spring 
flowers, crocuses, snowdrops and cowslips and 
the summer ones, a class of small rockery flowers. 
When you got up near the house there were differ-
ent types of flowering shrubs. There was a planting 
of trees between the avenue and the lake. There was 
a gate at the end of the avenue where you entered 
the grounds. Around the front of the house were all 
flower beds. Through these there were walks. From 

one of these walks you could walk up flag steps 
to the tennis court and to the front entrance of the 
house. The gates of this front avenue werelocked. 

At the beginning of the Second World War they were 
locked with an iron chain. The avenue started to de-
teriorate after that as it was very seldom used. It was 
said that there was a row with a Customs Officer. 
That was the cause of getting the gates locked. The 
Customs Officer wanted the Major to report up to 
the customs, when coming out of Blacklion instead 
of driving straight in and the Major would not, it 
was said that the Government had got to close them. 
It was then that, what was called the back avenue 
started to be used more by the Nixon family and 
visitors. It was always used by the workmen and 
their horse drawn vehicles. It turned out to be the 
most suitable.

Its entrance is at the outside of the village on the 
Enniskillen Road. It run down between the garden 
and orchard on one side and the planting, hayshed 
and other out houses on the other side. On the 
planting side there were big oak trees and walnut 
trees, along the avenue down as far as the yard. The 
avenue would be covered with leaves in Autumn. 
A workman had to sweep them up every day. Us 
boys would try to be there before they were swept to 
gather the walnuts that would fall. Many a time we 
were chased. It still is the entrance to the cottage. 
Another thing the Major was very good about was 
lending a mare called Shallow to bring a cart of ma-
nure out to your garden. It was a very quiet mare. 
During the war the Major drew sand out of the lake. 
It would be sold to Contractors that were doing war 
work. The mare would stand as quiet as a lamb and 
not move in the water when two men were filling 
the cart.

The Major as well as being a retired Major was one 
of the biggest land owners in Fermanagh. He also 
owned land in West Cavan outside Blacklion. These 
were known as Duckfield and Canabo. These lands 

were taken off him by the Land Commission in 
the south in around 1939 and divided up between 
small farmers in that area. The land he owned in 
Fermanagh as well as the Cottage land was known 
as Nixon’s Hall and Mullymesker down at Arney, 
Derryargon below Enniskillen, Gardenhill, Gortnad-
errick, Aghnaglack Mountain, where he kept hun-
dreds of sheep in later years. He owned land in Mul-
lylusty and a farm called Harens Hill in Gardenhill 
and land in Killycreen West which was known as 
Nixon’s Bog.  He had herds men on all these farms 
and was very popular with them. He was a J.P. and 
he became a Director with the Northern Ireland 
Transport when they took over Private Services, He 
was on the Agricultural Committee and the Ferman-
agh Show Committee. He done alot for the village of 
Belcoo by installing the lighting and allowing a big 
septic hole to be dug in a corner of the meadow for 
the first sewerage and he also was great for giving 
anyone he knew a reference for a job. Ile was good 
to anyone in trouble, but I knew a man that went to 
him-who was in a bit of trouble. The Major asked 
him was he drunk when he did what he had done. 
when he said ‘Oh no, I was not’ he said ‘Why the 
hell didn’t you say you were drunk, what can I do 
for you?’. He was a noted figure walking up through 
the village nearly every day to the two o’clock train 
for a paper that came on it. Ile wore big long stock-
ings up to his knees with plus fours (like trousers) 
and a tweed hat.

Another great thing the Major done was to give 
the Cottage meadow in 1947 to the Holywell St 
Patricks GAA Club to hold sports there on the 15th 
August. Mal O’Dolan, Joe McGovern and the late 
Mick Timoney approached him. He said he would 
consider it and sent word then that he would give 
it. Mal O’Dolan told me that he put two provisions. 
One that it was not to be used on a Sunday and two, 
£5 to be donated to the County Hospital. It proved 
to be a great day money ways and with big crowds 
all because of where it is situated. It is still run every 
15th August but by the Parochial. 



Page 124

Miss Violet of the Cottage, Belcoo,  with James 
Gilmurray, Aghnaglack and sheep. Late 1920's

Photograph Courtesy of Rose Gilmurray

A great day for us youngsters was the 11th of July 
and also for men, for that was the day that the 
Cottage Meadow would be mowed, if the weather 
was good. It was always tried to be mowed for 
the 12th. They would be at it at the break of day, 
two double horse machines going round one after 
another. It was lovely to watch the horses mowing in 
the evening. We would stand along the wall down 
Main Street. There would be men there as well but 
what we waited for mostly was when it was nearly 
cut. We were allowed in so that we could run after 
the Black Corncrake. It used to be full of them. You 
would not be let catch them for the men that kept 
the back swath would shout at you and they also 
kept you well back from the machine.

But the day that it was ready for rucking was a great 
day. The meadow would be alive with men from 
early morning. His herdsmen would come from 
all oyer. Some would have their horses with them. 
Some would have come the night before those who 
had to come a long way or brought a Tumbling Pad-
dy in their cart, or a raker. There was always an ex-
tra woman to help with the cooking and sometimes 
a few extra men was giving a days work. There was 
three men for every ruck and they were all tramped. 
One tramped and one pitched and another to trim 
and pull the butt. When it was near rucked you 
could hear an odd big cheer for they knew that there 
was a drink paid for and that the Major always took 
great pride in having the Cottage meadow rucked. 
Many a man had a sore head the next day as he 
spent a good bit of his own money that night. The 
meadow was lovcly to look at the next day with its 
rows of rucks from the school up to the Cottage. We 
used to count them but each of us had a different 
count. I helped to ruck hay in it myself in later years 
but it didn’t seem the same. Also another great sight 
that you would never see now was two or three 
horse crates of turf coming up the street from Black-
lion, with a workman of the Major’s sitting on top 
driving. They would come one after another. These 
turf were cut in the Cornagee Bog above Blacklion 

for to be burned in the Cottage. They were stored in 
a big turf shed down near the Lough Shore during 
the war years. There was compulsory tillage. The 
Major had to plough a lot of his land. There was a 
policeman in the Barracks, a powerful built man 
called John Coll. He was a great horse and plough 
man. The Major got him to do alot of the ploughing. 
He used to get special leave. It gave extra employ-
ment in the saving of the harvest and at the thrash-
ing. It was lovely to see …
Brays all stooked in corn. That was part of Garden-
hill lands. All that corn would be sold, as food was 
very scarce and the thrashed straw would be auc-
tioned. 

Around that time a very exciting instance happened. 
A sea plane landed on the Lower Lough beside the 
Cottage. People was very excited as they never seen 
one before. All sorts of rumours were going but the 
main one was that it was the Germans had landed, 
but the whole rumour after a week was that it was a 
love affair and that the pilot was court martialed. No 
one knew if this was true.

The Major had a roar like a lion when he would be 
chasing you out of the lawn or orchard or calling a 
workman that he wanted, but he very seldom went 
to the police to complain. One time we were going to 
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raid the Orchard. There was a showoff of a cub with 
us who we did not like. There was a spot down near 
the lake in the hedge where you could pull back a 
bit of net wire. It was bearly noticeable. This show 
off had to get in first. We let him on in a good bit and 
did not go in ourselves, but tied back the wire and 
made a lot of noise. It was no time till the Major and 
a workman came with a lamp. The bravo ran for the 
hole in the hedge but could not get and was caught. 
He started to tell the Major what happened and the 
Major said ‘Go home sonny and dammit if I catch 
them blaggards I’ll summons them. That was the 
kind of man he was. As the years went by, there was 
extra roads made through the lands and he would 
drive his car through them. He would blow the 
horn of the car maybe for ten minutes till some of 
his workmen wouldcome and open a gate for him. 
Everyone would say ‘That’s the Major’s car’.
The Major was a very keen sportsman in the line of 
fishing and shooting. Along with the land he owned, 
he had the shooting right of some other mountains 
taken. In the shooting season, there would be three 
or four invited guests about the Cottage often for 
a week, The same during the fishing season, but 
when he went down to the Melvin Lough, the wife 
often went with him. They would stay a few days in 
McGovern’s Hotel. Along with the late Major Dickie 
he had a boat and a boat house on Lattone Lough, 
another on Gowlan Lough and one on Blocknett 
Lake, as well as one at home. There was a double 
boat house. One was for the police boat.

The Major’s wife was a very industrious woman, 
who was on different committees but the one she 
done the most work on was for the County Hospital. 
She was full time visiting it, raising funds for it, by 
the way of entertainment and collecting. She always 
tried very hard for any local that was not too well 
off, who had been in hospital and could hardly pay. 
She either got it stroked off or reduced. She was a 
noted figure going around selling poppies in the 
village and schools, for Rememberance Day. She 

also worked very hard during the war for the Forces 
at home and abroad, in the way of food parcels, 
knitted garments and other comforts. She also got 
alot of people involved during the war buying War 
Bonds and Saving Bonds. Mrs Nixon also worked 
very hard at home along with the help of the maids. 
She made butter and sold it. She also sold milk and 
tomatoes and she also started making sweets and 
selling them. We used to call it the Sweet Factory.

In winter I have known her to organise games in the 
Old School for both men and women. Miss Violet 
put in most of her time in the flower bed Rockeries 
and Glass House, though she did do some voluntary 
office work in Belfast during the war.

Miss Dorinda became a doctor and married a sur-
geon in England. They settled down in Surrey. His 
name was Burrows, As I mentioned before, John 
became Captain in the Army. Mrs Nixon who was a 
Cork woman also had a brother in the British Army. 
He was Captain Denroche, who was a constant visi-
tor to the Cottage.

Miss Violet had a small Pekingese dog which gave 
her a lot of bother when it was let out. It made 
straight for Blacklion. A workman was always sent 
for it to bring it back. It was always a bit of a break 
for a workman, who along with people out of the 
village knew what brought it over. Men that would 
be bottling stout in the pub yards would give it a 
drink of stout on a saucer and it became a tippler.

New Years Eve, I should have mentioned, was a 
great night about the Cottage when I was a boy for 
there would be a big bonfire. All boys went to it. The 
Nixon’s along with their guests would ring bells and 
sing in the New Year.

I seen the real Military side of him one day,  I was 
working with him, and I was only a very young fel-
low, the morning he and his wife and Colonel Flood 

were going down to the Melvin to fish. He took me 
up to the garden and showed me where he wanted 
drills opened for early potatoes and vegetables. He 
said he would be away for a few days. The next 
morning I was about two hours working when I sat 
down to have a smoke. There was a bucket with a 
bit of hay in under it, to keep it dry. I was only sit-
ting down on it when a shadow caught my eye. It 
was the Major coming up the pass. I stooped down 
and broke the lacer of my shoe and made out I was 
tying it but he let a roar out of him and said ‘Dam-
mit, I am not paying you for sitting on your back-
side. Go down to the house till you get your money’. 
He turned and was walking back down. I was that 
mad I rose and shouted after him as I was walk-
ing ‘You’re no man Major’. He turned around and 
shouted ‘Who the hell do you think you are talking 
to, and why am I no man’. I said ‘You never looked 
to see what I had done’. I had them nearly opened. 
He said ‘I am a damn fool, Go back to your work’, so 
I did. It was not too plentiful.

The other side of him I seen was in about a week 
after that putting things into the car, asthey were go-
ing down to Garrison for a days fishing. The Major 
had come out and was standing waiting for the wife. 
When she came out she went over and started to 
tidy and straighten his jumper he had on him. He 
says ‘For God’s sake, leave me alone and not have 
Ted DeLacy laughing at me about Belcoo’ I seen they 
were just another family.

The Major died 18th March 1955 and is buried in the 
Nixon vault inside Killinagh Old Church down near 
the shore of Upper Lough McNean. His christian 
names were William Gordon.

Sometime after his death, Mrs Nixon sold all the 
lands and the Cottage. She retired and went to live 
in Surrey in England along with Miss Violet the Ma-
jor’s sister. Vincent McGovern (The Bush) now owns 
it and lives there. 
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BY PADDY SCOTT

The old established Hiring Fair of Blacklion held on the 
22nd May attracted a crowd of several thousand people, 
there was also a Hiring Fair in November, the May Fair 
being the more glamorous of the two. In the old days 
people didn’t take holidays as we know them, the two 
hiring fairs being after the holidays they got and they 
looked forward to them. The evening before the Fair 
the tinkers, as the travelling people were then called, 
arrived, parking their caravans on the old Border Road 
and letting the horses roam the roads. The Fair com-
menced with the sale of about 500 head of cattle, it was 
amusing to watch the cattle being sold, the bargaining 
and clapping of hands. A buyer would ask a man sell-
ing a cow what he wanted he might say £90 the buyer 
might say "I'll give you £70", another farmer standing 
by would say, "hold your hand" while the price will be 
£80 putting one hand of the buyer and one of the seller 
on top of the other one's hand saying, as he clapped his 
own hand on top of the other two, "neither of you will 
break my word, the price will be £80", this routine would  
go on right through the Fair. As the sale of cattle went 
on farmers from all over Fermanagh and some from 
Fintona in Co Tyrone would be arriving mostly by pony 
and trap looking for servants. The actual hiring did not 
cause much excitement. A farmer would walk along the 
street. On meeting a man likely to be looking for work 
he would ask him if he was hiring, if he said he was 
they would arrange the wages which would be around 
£24 for six months. While some farmers were kind to 
the servants most of them were treated as slaves having 
to work very long hours and remain out in all kinds of 
weather. Worse still they were badly nourished. There 
were many ballads wrote about the hired labourer, “The 
farmer like a noble squire will come their servants for 
to hire and ask them what they do require, with board 
and entertainment they will feed you well with bread 
and tea. If you comply to work your dinner will have no 
delay of butter and spuds and bacon.’’ Another ballad 
tells of the hard treatment some of them had to endure.

Hiring Fair
“I well remember it was Michaelmas night to a hearty 
good supper he did me invite a cup of sour milk that 
would physic a snipe. It would give you the trotting 
disorder, the wet old potatoes would poison the cats, 
the room where I lay was swarming with rats. It was a 
little I thought it would er be my lot to lie in that hole 
till morning.” At twelve o’clock the street was packed 
with people, the various musicians, singers, gamesters 
and dealers had taken up position. The scene of rivalry 
was hard to describe, there was good music outside the 
Post Office where a man played an accordion. There 
was a shooting gallery at the foot of Dolan's lane. 
Moving up the street a man wearing a black hard hat 
and a neck cloth, who said he was a magician, showed 
many tricks with a pack of cards. On the other side of 
the street a man played a banjo and sang some lovely 
cowboy songs, an itinerant woman wearing an old plaid 
shawl asked the boys and girls, as they passed, to cross 
her hand with silver and she’d tell them their future 
husband or wife as the case might be, while another 
woman begged money for to buy food for a young 
child which she carried on her back. It was tucked in a 
shawl all that was seen was the child’s head, a red faced 
child a picture of health. I heard a Blacklion Publican 
say that the woman fed porter to the children which 
gave them that healthy glow. There were more side 
shows around the old Market House, a coloured man 
who was called the Black Doctor sold tins of ointment 
which he said would cure corns and all foot ailments. 
He would take off his boots and socks and dance around 
his stall to prove how good his cure was. There were 
3 or 4 second hand clothe's dealers who had erected 
canvas tents on top of large flat horse drawn carts to 
keep out the rain. They talked or rather shouted loudly 
one seemed to be shouting louder than another. They 
were called cant men because of the peculiar way they 
sold the clothes. An article which they intended to sell 
for 10/- old money, they would hold it up in their hand 
shouting who will give me £5, who will give me £4.15, 
who will give me £4.10. They would reduce the price 
with each call until they came to 10/-. One of them was 
a good comedian who kept the crowd entertained, with 
a litany of jokes about his wife and his mother-in-law. 

Reminiscences of the 
Hiring Fair

He said he loved his mother-in-law, he would kiss the 
ground she walked on. I had a letter from her the other 
day in which she enclosed her photograph. It must have 
been taken with a high speed camera for it caught her 
with her mouth shut. When she wants to stop a car 
she doesn’t put her hand up, she sticks her head out. 
On selling an umbrella to a man, he told him if he had 
a cross dog to be careful when he went home tonight 
because the dog wouldn’t know him. In the evening 
as the dealers got tired shouting one of the old time 
ballad singers with a loud musical voice delighted the 
crowd with a number of old immigrant songs which 
included The old bog road, an old version of the hills 
of Donegal and Maureen Bawn. Ballad singing was a 
great attraction during the last century when there were 
no daily newspapers. The Ballad singers would have 
all the latest songs and people would go to hear them 
in order to learn the words of the song. After singing 
the songs the ballad singers would then sell copies of 
them for a few pence. About 4 o’clock as the Fair came 
to an end the large crowd was slow to disperse. There 
was much rowdiness in the public houses. At one stage 
the atmosphere became very tense when a row erupted 
among a number of sheep farmers there being a danger 
of a faction fight developing like those which occurred 
at Fairs and wakes throughout Ireland during the last 
century. Later in the evening there was much amusement 
in Belcoo by a large crowd who had travelled to the fair 
by rail from Glenfarne and Kilmacurril. They were a 
very boisterous but jolly crowd who sang and danced 
on the station platform while awaiting the arrival of the 
7 o’clock train. As the train pulled out of the station, 
they cheered and waved like a victorious football team 
returning home after winning a cup. The day ended on 
rather a sad note. There were many itinerants roaming 
about. One of them had no legs of any kind was seen 
moving through the street in a sitting position. In a short 
time a crowd had gathered around him and watched 
with amazement at the way he propelled himself along 
the street by leaning on his hands. Some said he was an 
ex-soldier who lost his legs in the First World War but 
whatever the cause, he was a very pitiful case.
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The Fairgreen

(by Denise, Collette &  Declan)

The Fairgreen was owned by the Maguire family. 
Originally the Fairgreen was situated where Macnean 
Park is today. It was not only a normal field for grazing 
cattle, it was a field full of pleasure for both the youth 
and the older generation.

Its main entrance was down at Leonard’s corner, but 
as time went by it was moved to the main entrance of 
Macnean Park.

The field was a great place for passing the evening. The 
young boys would go there after school to play football 
or whatever until the men came home after their day's 
work when there would be a great game of football. As 
most of you would remember the Fairgreen was situated 
on a slope and was full of rocks, thus each team would 
try to get playing down field, as it was easier. Due to 
the fact of the field being littered with rocks, both teams 
had to take the risk of an accident occurring, thank God 
there were no reports of any.

The Fairgreen, naturally, was used for fairs which oc-
curred on the fifth of every month, It was a very sociable 
event for everyone. At each fair there was what was 
known as a TOLL collected at the gate, normally it was 
3p depending on the amount of animals the farmer had 
with him. Of course the Maguire family had to receive 
a rent for letting the field for each monthly fair so that 
was what the toll was in aid of.

The Fairgreen was a place of buying, selling and barter-
ing. Cows and calves were the main animals sold, as 
well as sheep and pigs.

The fair started from about 9.30 a.m., farmers used to 
get there early, in the hope that they would get into the 
fairgreen without having to pay a toll. They would also 
get a better deal on their livestock, if they were there early. 
Boys were hired to look after the livestock for the day.

The Fairgreen
The Fairgreen field was a rocky place, it was rough, 
ridged limestone. Major Nixon was the main cattle seller. 
Carson and Fawcett were also main dealers.

When a person bought a cow, he had a special brand, he 
put on the cows back. If a farmer didn’t sell his animals 
he didn’t have to pay the toll.

Cattle were walked from as far as Mullaghdun, Holy-
well and Marlbank. On fairdays there was a concession 
which meant they could go through Blacklion free. 
Fairday was a busy day, so they came early, but when 
smuggling started, checkpoints were set-up, so this was 
a hold up, Customs would check each cow individually. 
On fairdays there was crates filled with pigs and hens. 
There were also men selling second - hand clothes.

When the cows were in the fairgreen everyone would 
stand with their own cows in bunches. Farmers liked 
to get a spot at the top of the fairgreen because it was 
higher and made the cows look bigger. Men weren’t the 
only people who sold cows, The women used to sell the 
cows too. Women wore shawls and carried baskets on 
their heads. They also smoked clay pipes.

There was a person called a “TANGLER”. He was a 
middle-man. He helped the buyer and seller decide on 
a price which suited both parties. He was paid for this.

The toll was decided by the age and the size of the cows. 
We think it was 3p a head in our money for standard 
sized cows. We are not sure about the other sizes of cattle.

We conclude our research on the fairgreen by telling a 
story or two on the comical side of this occasion.

A certain character turned up one day at the fair with 
a bull, who at the time of year was looking for a cow. 
The old man took a position in the fair and was only 
there for a minute when the bull broke free from the 
man and ran round an unfortunate man, who as they 

say was in the wrong place at the wrong time, The bull 
wrapped the rope around him and nearly squeezed him 
to death. The poor owner grabbed the rope and ran in 
the opposite direction around the man to set him free. 
Bystanders thought this to be very funny and could do 
nothing but laugh at the incident.

On another day a man had travelled from Irvinestown 
intending to buy cattle early and then sell them for 
a better price and therefore make a profit. The man 
bought some cows and then took a position and was 
waiting for a customer. A man who was close by knew 
what the man was up to and he also knew the man 
was fond of the drink. He went over to the man and 
told him he might buy his cows. After talking about 
the cows the owner left the cows with some children 
to look after them,  while the two men went to the pub 
and discussed the deal. The owner had some money 
and bought some drinks and kept on buying until the 
man was drunk. Then the buyer offered a few pounds 
for the cows, the owner did not know he was selling his 
cows at a very low sum but the buyer gave the money 
and left with the cows.
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Ghost Stories

LOCAL GHOST STORIES.
Extract from an interview with Paddy Leonard, Belcoo.  
25th August 1987.

‘You never hear tell of ghost stories now, but away back 
in my time, ah, you’d be afraid of your life listening 
to them. They used to tell about ‘such a man I met on 
the road in such a place or such a bush.’ I got a few 
bad ‘scars’ * now. I saw ‘the person’ away down the 
road there up where the lay-by is now, The wife was 
with me the same night, we were on  bicycles. I spot-
ted ‘this’ lying on the road and I didn’t say anything 
to her at all. Boys-a-dear, it looked up at me as I was 
passing it. It looked like a fierce monster a man. He 
was lying straight up the middle of the road. It was 
about twelve o’clock or after.

I saw another man one night below at the back 
road up by the quarry. I was leaving this house after 
ceili-ing ; it was about eleven o’clock. As I went up by 
the turn I saw ‘the man’. Oh, indeed, I wasn’t thinking 
of a ghost at all; I was more afraid of the living one 
than I was of a dead one. Anyway, I could see this man 
plain, so I went on another bit and says I to myself, ‘I’ll 
go on up anyway, in the name of God, I’ll chance it.’ 
So  I went up right close to it, about five or six yards 
And don’t be talkin, such a size of a  man, he was about 
seven feet or over I says, ‘Now, there’s not much odds 
whether I go on or go back now, so I’ll chance an arm 
anyway, in the name of God’ So, I went on forward and 
he disappeared as if the ground had opened up and 
swallowed him. Mind you, I wasn’ afraid at the time, 
for I went up round the place and I viewed. There were 
no bushes, hedges, just a wee clay ditch. I looked to 
see if any man was lying in it and there wasn’t a one. It 
was in the townland of Carrontreemall, up where they 
found the brooch and at least one old grave.

The grave at Carrontreemall
 I was there. I worked in the quarry for about twenty-
five years. They were digging for sand when they came 

Ghost Stories on this grave. Indeed, it was Paddy McGovern who got 
it. He’s dead now a number of years and him only a 
young man too. It was made up like a stone pipe that 
be across a road, only it was lovely and square. The 
funny part was that it was up on a wee hump, up on 
a hill, so you might know that it was no drain, You 
could see away in about five or six feet inside it. They 
got bones in it. They didn’t know whether they were 
human bones or animal bones or what. They sent them 
away, but I never heard tell anything more about them. 
They never went any farther with the grave anyhow. 
They put big stone in front of it and closed it up. It 
could have been there hundreds and hundreds and 
hundreds and hundreds of years. It was at the top of 
the rock of the quarry where the  brooch was found 
and the grave was only a bit over the field from it. 

* ‘scars’ ; scares.
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MEMORIES OF THE FORGE - BELCOO  

BY PATRICK SCOTT, KILTYFELAN, BELCOO

The forge stood on the site of what is now John Timoney’s 
garage. The entrance door was a wide old-fashioned 
type, made of wood, and painted with tar and shaped 
like a horseshoe. There was a small wooden window on 
either side and also painted with tar.

The inside of the forge presented a queer, old-time ap-
pearance. There was a platform about three feet high built 
of cut stone, on top of which, on one side, the fire was 
set with bellows attached; on the other side was a large, 
stone trough for holding water. The fuel used for the fire 
was slack coal; a small fire of which could produce the 
intense heat required to soften the iron.

I often watched the blacksmith, whose name was Tommy 
Mulraine, make a set of four shoes from a length of iron. 
He would cut the length of iron required for each shoe, 
place them in the fire; when they were hot enough, which 
he could tell from the colour of sparks rising from the fire, 
in less than a minute he would have a shoe shaped, cogs 
and toe formed, and the nail-holes punched in each side.

Another job which required muscle was shoeing the cart-
wheel; ‘shoen’ was the heavy, protective band or hoop 
which surrounded the wheel. They sometimes became 
loose and had to be re-fitted by the smith. He would first 
reduce their size, place them on flat or level ground, and 
build turf around them and light a fire to heat the iron 
till it was red hot. The wheel would be placed on a wide, 
flat stone; the hoop, which had to be a very close fit, so 
close that when placed on the rim of the wheel it had to 
be hammered into place with a heavy sledge.

While it was hard work for the smith it was very amus-
ing for young people on a dark winter evening. Children 
going home from school would stand and watch this 

queer-looking fire; the sparkling red iron being lifted 
from it and placed on the rim of the wheel.

He made numerous articles for the farmer; fittings for 
the cart, gates, hinges, ‘shades’ ;grates for the fireplace; 
griddles for baking oat meal, and a much-needed fitting at 
that time- the ‘crane’, crook; so-called because the frame 
had long, straight legs and a long neck like the bird called 
the crane. Thenon  it would be hung the heavy pots of 
potatoes and maize meal which were boiled for feeding 
livestock and poultry.

The forge was a great source of pastime in the long 
winter nights.

There being always something of interest. Men could be 
heard talking of past events; the famine of ’47. I heard a 
story told of a large garden of turnips which was grow-
ing alongside the road in Cassidy’s bottom, in front of 
which was a notice which read:

Take one and don’t take two
If you take two, I’ll take you

The night of the big wind in 1849 was also talked about 
the severe gales which destroyed houses, followed by 
floods which swept away all the small bridges.

Stories were told of the Land War and the evictions 
towards the end of the last century.

Sometimes there was great entertainment; a local man, 
Hugh Leonard, who was a great singer, would render all 
the old Irish songs; Mother Machree, The Galway Shawl, 
The Stone Outside Dan Murphy’s Door, to name but a 
few. His sweet, loud voice accompanied by the delightful 
tone of the blacksmith’s hammer tapping the anvil was 
a pleasure I will always remember.

He was also a great comedian. On one occasion a man 
called Barney Bell came into the forge after having a 
few drinks. He sat and fell asleep. On seeing this he got 

a sheet of cardboard, shaped it like a headstone, placed 
it at his head with the inscription:

Here lies the remains of Barney Bell
Got drunk in Belcoo and went to Hell

While underneath was written;

ERECTED BY THE PUBLICANS OF BELCOO

Another good comedian was Mick Gilmartin, usually 
called Mick the Whistler. He could whistle and sing like 
the wild birds; the thrush, the blackbird and the robin. 
When tired of whistling, he would take a mouth organ 
from his pocket and play a few lively tunes.

There were some good storytellers. I heard Peter Kelly tell 
of past events in Blacklion. One exciting story concerned 
a priest who was giving a mission in Killinagh. He was 
residing in a house in the village, I forget the name of 
the house, but there was a shop on the ground floor. As 
he slept in an overhead bedroom fire broke out and he 
couldn’t escape. He then got into a high gable window 
and sat in it all night while the fire raged and (he) was 
miraculously saved. It was said that he held the Sacred 
Host in his hands all night.

Another story I heard him tell was about the great ex-
citement on New Year’s night when a number of men, 
James Frazer, Patrick Murray, Major Alged? From in and 
around the village, formed a band, using biscuit tins for 
drums, marched to the Railway Square in Belcoo playing 
seasonal tunes.

He would also recite old poems. One lovely poem entitled 
‘Wendam was a boy’: it was about the pleasure derived 
from smoking an old brand of twist tobacco called, ‘Mick 
McQuaid’

The Forge The Forge
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The Forge

I heard someone else tell the story of Dinny Coyle. He 
was a policeman stationed in Belcoo, who drank and 
squandered all his money and was dismissed from the 
force for neglect of duty. He then resorted to gathering 
bottles from house to house with a bag on his back. Oil 
was very expensive in those days: someone who was 
using too much was told to:

‘Put out the lamp and spare this oil
If not they’d go like Dinny Coyle’

A man who lived outside the village, I forget his name, 
he was sometimes called, ‘Burn the Gubby’, because he 
smoked an old clay pipe with the mouthpiece missing. 
He would tell all the old stories about the Fairies, or the 
‘Wee folk’, as he called them; how they would appear in 
front of a man going through the fields at night, carrying 
a bright light and leading him astray* how, unseen by 
anyone, they would take a child from its cot and leave 
some strange object in its place. Another story was about 
treasure hidden by the Danes under the ‘Peculial’ stones, 
still to be seen around the country, that men were afraid 
to dig it up; there being an old tradition that a life would 
be lost before it was recovered

*It was told that in order to put yourself on the right path 
again,  you should turn your coat inside out.

It would take hours to relate all the stories, some fact- 
some fiction, which I heard in and around the old Forge. 
But times have changed since those carefree days; the 
horse, the blacksmith and the forge have long since gone 
and are now but an item of history

Some further tales from the forge and other recollections 
of Belcoo are as follows;
I heard James McCabe tell a story about an eviction in 
Glangevlin; being members of a band who went from 
Belcoo to lend support to the local community in Glan-
gevlin, as they tried to prevent a tenant being evicted, 
who was unable to pay his rent. He described the very 
tense atmosphere when the huge crowd booed and jeered 

a loud voice, ‘Up Daniel O’Connell’. One evening he 
came riding a lovely grey mare which he called, ‘Lady 
of the Lake’. He tied her to a spike in the wall beside 
the Forge door. He was describing her great qualities 
when something frightened her. She bolted and went 
off in a fast gallop, followed by Maguire and a crowd of 
young Fellows. Luckily for Maguire, she was caught by 
a policeman, who was standing beside the high wall of 
sandbags, which, at that time, stretched across the full 
breadth of the street and roadway in front of the old 
Police Barracks, which is now McCann’s store.

There was always much excitement in Belcoo on the 
evening of the big hiring fair in Blacklion, held on 22nd 
May. Itinerants from near and far would come to it. 
They were called Tinkers; which was another name for 
tinsmiths. They travelled all the by-roads, erecting a tent 
in a sheltry place, where they remained for a few days.

The men would make tin porngers (PORRINGERS), 
jugs, basins and cans which were much used for car-
rying water and milking cows (into); the women going 
from house to house selling them, or exchanging them 
for farm produce.

But as houses became modern the demand for tin-ware 
ceased and they (tinkers relied on begging food and sell-
ing things such as pins, needles, bootlaces and brooches: 
many people calling them tramps.

Both men and women were fond of alcohol. On a fair day 
the women would go around the pubs begging money 
and drinking draught Guinness, which was then called 
‘porter’.

I remember one 22nd of May when a large convoy of 
them left the fair and were heading in the direction of 
Enniskillen. As they were passing through Belcoo they 
began to quarrel about something. In a short time they 
were fighting. They battered other with sticks and ash 
plants up and down Railway Road. The fight became 
alarming when some of them started firing stones from 

and hurled abuse at the sheriff and his men when they 
arrived at the scene. But protected by a large force of  
police they went to the house, battered down the door 
with a battering ram, which (the house) they afterwards 
set on fire. 

Men had to work very hard in the old days. I heard an 
elderly man tell how he worked very long hours for one 
shilling a day when the railway was being made. He told 
how huge piles (of earth and rock were excavated with no 
equipment but the old primitive tools; the spade, shovel 
and crowbar: all of which was carried on hand barrows 
from hill to hollow in order to make a level  run for the 
railway to be laid on.

Cattle dealing was another hard job. I heard Mickey 
McGowan tell how he would buy cattle in fairs in Ball-
intra in Co Donegal and drive them the long journey to 
fairs in South Fermanagh and parts of Cavan; walking 
most of the way in his bare feet, because they would get 
sore wearin boots.
I heard many funny stories about a cattle dealer name 
Willie Gallagher, who lived in a remote part of Ora 
Mountain. He was known as “Red Willie” He had  no 
alarm clock. When he wanted to rise early in the morn-
ing, he would bring in a cock from the fowl-house, put it 
under a creel in the kitchen. At five o’clock it would start 
to crow; in half-an-hour it would crow again, and repeat 
the crowing every half-hour until daybreak.

He was noted for being very witty. One day when com-
ing to the village he met a priest. As they were chatting 
the Angelus bell rang. Both of them started to say the 
Angelus together, but Willie was finished long before the 
priest who asked him how he could say it so quickly. He 
replied, ‘Practice, Father’

Another dealer who was known as, ‘Maguire from Kilty’. 
He attended all the fairs in Blacklion. He was called a 
‘tangler’ He would buy some cattle and sell to a big dealer 
at a small profit. He was fond of drink. In the evening 
when half drunk, he would come to Belcoo shouting in 
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an old stone ditch; which at that time enclosed a garden 
on the side of the street. Stones flew in all directions. Men 
were shouting abuse at each other; women were scream-
ing; children could be heard crying, and windows were 
smashed. No one could venture out on the street, or even 
open a door, as they might be struck by some missile.

The situation became really frightening when a number 
of men, led by Brian Lilly, armed themselves with hurley 
sticks and chased them out of the village. When the siege 
was over, two men were found lying in a side street, hav-
ing been injured in the affray. But after receiving first-aid 
from a very brave woman, who lived at the end of the 
street, they got up and followed the rest of the tribe.

Another class of travelling people to be seen at the time 
were the Gypsies, who had blond hair. They were a lovely 
sight as they travelled along the roads in gaily decorated 
caravans. They kept to the old Sligo road: a favourite 
parking place was the old road in Templenaffrin, where 
they would stay a few days: the men making fancy tables 
and chairs from wood which they cut by the roadside: 
the women going round the houses selling them.
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Smuggling of Cattle and Various Other Items

Smuggling of cattle started around 1932 when the British 
Government imposed a tariff on cattle coming out of the 
south, which left them very cheap there. People along 
the border started to smuggle them as they got good 
profit. At the start it was not too hard to bring them over 
and sell them in a fair or sell them at home to a dealer, 
but the Customs & Excise and Police started to watch 
noted routes of smugglers. These were the northern 
side. The south customs did not bother. Police started to 
go around farms taking stock of the cattle on the land, 
their age and colour and check them going into Fairs.

Smugglers then started to drive them at night through 
fields and across mountains, often up to ten and twelve 
miles away from the border, where men that their 
farms were not visited by Police would sell them for 
the smuggler, at so much a head, to some dealer, or in 
a Fair. Driving these cattle through fields and across 
rivers and mountains often of a wet night, or snowing 
and sometimes through a freezing fog and you got wet 
to the skin. It was hard earned money. It was not all 
profit as the Police often seized the cattle and sometimes 
caught the drovers or a drover. They would be arrested 
and taken to the Police Station and charged with smug-
gling. They would then appear before a Magistrate at 
the next Petty Sessions. They would then be sentenced 
from a month to six months in jail or a heavy fine. A 
lot of men went to jail, as they could not afford the fine 
or they knew they could not get that kind of money as 
handy at home. It was usually Crumlin Road Jail or 
Armagh that they were sent to. It was not so bad of a 
place but for the want of a smoke.

The cattle was brought to the local Police Station. The 
Police would walk them there, from where ever they 
were caught. They would be put in the local Barrack 
Yard or some times lock them in the Fairgreen till they 
got them to Enniskillen where they would be pounded 
and auctioned at a later date. The man that owned them 
usually bought them back himself or got someone to 

do it for him. They always bought them back cheap as 
nobody would bid against  them. An odd time someone 
would, which caused a lot of ill feelings. Sometimes if 
a man was caught in the border area without a light 
on his bicycle, he would be charged with doing scout 
for the smugglers. I have known some to get a month 
in jail for it.

Men would do sentry watching for a patrol to come 
back in, sometimes by foot or usually by bicycle or in 
later years a Custom car. Then the smugglers would get 
word to move the cattle. They would act very quickly 
to get them to where you thought was fairly safe. If one 
of them let a boo out of them your heart would nearly 
stop for you thought it could be heard miles away of 
a calm night.

Sometimes a scout mistook people as a patrol going back, 
and they often walked right in to a patrol. They usually 
only got one or two as there was always a couple put 
out before the main herd, in case something would go 
wrong which often paid off.

I myself was involved in one of these, in the forties. I 
often helped to bring them across, but on this occasion 
a man asked me to help to bring some across. It was in 
daylight. We went on bicycles to what we used to call 
the upper border. He told me when we got to a certain 
spot where a young lad from the south was holding 14 
head in a wood and he would keep sentry near the road.

I went to the border and met the young lad. We got them 
bunched together and started to move them across a 
river into the north. We just had them all across when 
I heard the shouting, “Put them back”. I looked up the 
hill and saw a man running with a bag on his back and 
two men after him. I shouted at the young lad to help to 
put them back. The cattle were contrary and very hard 
to get back. We had nearly all back, when a shot was 
fired up in the air. The young lad panicked and ran. I 
never blamed the lad for he didn’t even know where 
he was, when the man with the bag on his back landed 

and we just got the last two back across and ourselves 
when the two police landed. All they said was “we’ll 
get you again”.

The man with the bag on his back was the sentry. He 
was knocking about near the road. This woman seen 
him and had an idea what he was at, called to him and 
asked him if he was bringing anything out. He said he 
was, and she told him two plain clothes Police went in 
across the hill but she never seen them coming back. 
He got a meal bag off a farmer near by and filled it with 
hay out of the butt of a pike, and went in towards the 
border with it. He rise them when they seen him. They 
called on him to halt and when shouted to put them 
back all they got was a bag of hay. It was a near nick.

There was a sergeant here at a time who would track 
cattle from the border in daylight, often miles out the 
mountain. There was no forestry then. When the cattle 
would be split up to bring them different places, he 
would single out two or three tracks and follow them 
to an outlying byre and get them closed in there. He 
usually took them with him as they would not be there 
when he came back with help. One policeman seized 
up to fifty head on the mountain and walked them to 
Belcoo on his own. He lost one or two that dropped off 
here and there, through a gap in a hedge. There was 
three men with them who ran when they seen him. That 
would hardly happen now. They would be scattered or 
something done but these is different times.

One thing the smuggling helped to do, was to do away 
with a lot of ghosts for if you were doing sentry or 
scout for cattle coming over, you often stood behind a 
gate or bush or lay behind an old church wall that you 
would hardly go by on your own before the smuggling 
started, for afraid of seeing a ghost, but then all you were 
afraid of seeing was a shining peak, as a policeman’s 
cap was called.

Smuggling cattle across the lough by boat was very 
hard work. First of all the cattle had to be caught one 
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by one and haltered. The boat or boats would be lying 
a bit out from the shore as cattle don’t swim till they 
lose their feet. A couple of men would take off their 
trousers or roll them up. They would drive the cattle 
out till they lost their feet, then the men in the boat 
would pull them up by the halter till their heads were 
almost in the boat. This way they can’t jump up into 
the boat as they were too tight up to it, for if you left 
the rope long they could rise and jump and maybe put 
their foot through it. You do not want to be nervy at it 
but when they settled down and started to swim they 
were easy enough pulled. They had to be haltered be-
fore you got near the shore on the other side. It was not 
too hard to do, out from the last one which often got 
excited as the rest started to drop off. The men would 
get out of the boat and drive in to the shore. The oars 
man always stayed in the boat. There was some great 
boats-men on the Upper Lough. I myself could hardly 
row one and in those times I don’t think a man among 
them, could swim.

Smuggling helped people to survive in bad times as 
the land along the border was bad. Some lost what 
ever few pound they had at it, but they suffered a lot 
more in the South especially away from the border. A 
dealer from down the south told of buying four year 
old bullocks for £2.50. When he paid him he asked for 
a luck penny. The farmer clutched the money in his 
hand and said “No way, that’s the first beast I sold in 
two years. Me and the wife and children have nearly 
lived on praties and milk for the last two years”. He 
was blaming Dev for it all and the dealer said “You’ll 
hardly vote for him again”. He jumped on the road and 
said “By God I will” He was in Devs country, the Fair 
of Feakle in the County Clare.
Smuggling of cattle stopped in the late thirties and 
started again in the forties but for a different reason. 
Heavy cattle were making more money in the north and 
the calf subsidy started which people called the punch 
money as the calf was punched in the ear, so that you 
could not enter them again, and the ministry man that 
punched them had to look in their mouth to see that they 

had no teeth and check their colours. Farmers from the 
north would buy calves in the south at fairs, as near the 
border as they could, if they could get them, the right 
colour and age, they had entered on the form they had 
filled for the subsidy. Sometimes you had to go farther 
up the west to buy them as there was always someone 
looking for them. You could give a right good price as 
the calf subsidy was a good profit on its own. If you 
had to buy them up the west men bunched together and 
got a wagon to take them to Glenfarne Station by train. 
They would be unloaded there and walked to which 
end of the border they were going to be put out at. 
Them that came by lorry was taken off as handy to the 
border as possible and where you would not draw too 
much attention. Sometimes them all did not get away 
safe. I’ll tell you of a calf seizure that was made near 
the village by a local Sergeant who was walking up the 
road outside the village when he must of heard a noise 
or movement of them coming down at the border. He 
went down the fields and lay in wait till they came near 
and then called halt. There was three men with them 
who knew it was no joke and they ran. He had to drive 
them up toward the road on his own. The men did not 
run too far but lay listening to what way he was bring-
ing them up to the road, so they moved further down 
the fields and crossed the road and crawled up behind 
a hedge opposite a gate they knew he would have to 
bring them out on, thinking that when he opened or 
closed the gate that they might split on him either up 
or down the road. Then they might be able to take back 
a few, but in the excitement, they forgot about the man 
that was doing sentry farther up the road where they 
were supposed to come out. He heard the cattle coming 
and ran down the road and opened the gate for them 
to come out and shouts came ‘Come on to hell, what 
kept you. I am foundered waiting all night’. Then in 
the dark he seen it was a policeman. He let a big awe 
out of him, jumped the hedge and ran. The men lying 
in wait could do nothing and to make things worse the 
Sergeant did not close the gate, so they had to go home. 
Many a good laugh was had about it after.

Another reason that kept the smuggling going was an 

outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease among cattle in 
West Fermanagh Border area. This affected both sides 
of the border as there was a standstill order put on the 
movement of cattle or other animals. You could not 
even bring hay to feed them across the road. If you were 
caught there was a very big fine or even jail. But men 
took the risk and started to smuggle them both ways. 
You could buy strong cattle across in the south very 
cheap as they had to sell them. They would get a good 
profit. The same way you bought young cattle cheap 
here and sold them down in the Midlands at a good 
profit. There was a lot of reserve policemen recruited 
during that period to try and stop smuggling and the 
movement of cattle but with very little success.

Pig smuggling, mostly sucklers was done in a big way 
also at that time and into the fifties, but you had to 
be very cool as you lived on your nerves, in case they 
would squeal. You would think that they could be 
heard in America if they did. Then people learned that 
if you give them stout to drink, they would sleep a lot. 
Sure enough it worked. Many a man took a mouthful 
himself. They were usually put off  by themselves into 
a Clarendo bag, when loading them into a boat or cot. 
It was very hard work. Myself and another man walked 
twenty sucklers from Dowra Cross outside Blacklion 
down to the lough-shore which was over a mile. I often 
wonder how we done it.

There was not too much sheep smuggling but this night I 
was asked to do sentry by two men. It was in the month 
of June and very warm weather. I was very tired and 
was not going to do it but he said they wouldn’t be 
long as they were bringing them over the bridge and 
just knock about and watch the Barracks just in case a 
patrol would come out. I sat down at the wall, where 
the skip is now, in under white thorn bushes. The first 
thing I found was a kick on the foot. I had fallen asleep. 
I woke up and looked into a policeman’s face that was 
standing over me. He asked me what I was doing and 
I said that I had a good few drinks taken and I just sat 
down to rest a while and must have fell asleep. My mind 
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was in a turmoil. I did not know whether the sheep 
had gone by or would they walk up into the police and 
me standing with them. They told me to go home.. I 
walked up to the house, went in and did not close the 
door as I could not rest and I wanted to see where the 
police would go, but then my brother shouted out of 
a room ‘What the hell are you doing there’ and I told 
him. He says ‘Come in out of that they went up over 
an hour ago’. I was the relieved man. It’s an old saying 
You can not sleep at work. The men that owned them 
never knew about it till I told them after.

When the second world war broke out, it was also 
the start of smuggling on a big scale as food and other 
items was rationed here, and there was a lot of things 
which was not available in the south. Flour, tea, bread, 
bicycle parts, electrical goods and artificial manures 
were smuggled in a big way into the south and sold at 
a big profit. Whiskey, cigarettes sugar, butter and cases 
of eggs were the main items smuggled into the north 
and got a big profit. Also I must say there was a lot of 
smuggling done just for obligement. Many a pound 
of butter or sugar, tobacco and cigarettes I bought for 
neighbours and other people as well as me, and also for 
people away from the border that was afraid, as they 
were not used to it and did not know the ropes, and you 
done the same for people the other side of the border. 
Tea, flour and bread was the most common brought 
to the south There was always a safe house either side 
to leave it in till it was collected. Some people till this 
day never forgot what you done. Women became very 
involved in smuggling around that time. I have known 
women to walk over to Blacklion and came back a stone 
lighter or came over from Blacklion to Belcoo and be a 
stone heavier when they got back but the customs got 
lady searchers and that stopped a lot of women smug-
gling. The police and customs men started to search 
houses along the border and out-houses, behind hedges 
as well. They sometimes seized a lot of stuff that was 
dumped here and there for either going over or after 
being brought over. It was mostly stuff they got that 
you had not time to get to its destination.

Whiskey and sugar were smuggled in a big way. Many 
a creamery can came down on the milk lorry or on a 
dray to meet the lorry. There was often more bottles of 
whiskey in some of the cans than milk. Sugar was very 
hard to handle as they were all two hundred weigh It 
was also very hard to keep dry.

One time that I was doing relief on the post I stopped at 
a house on the Boho Road to deliver a letter. There was 
a horse and cart outside. It was filled with broken stones 
for sheeting the road as the by-roads was not tarred. I 
opened the door and walked in. You never knocked then. 
There was three men playing cards at the table. The man 
of the house who lived alone and the two men that had 
the cart. They forced me to take a hand. I sat In, as I was 
very fond of twenty five. I played for a long while but 
I got up to go as I had to finish the delivery. One of the 
men followed me outside and asked me to stay a while 
longer as he had stuff in the cart and I could be used as 
an excuse and cover up maybe, if the police came, so I 
went back in and started to play again, but it was not 
long till an old lorry pulled up outside. The men arose 
and went out and I went with them. Under the stones 
in the cart was a bag of sugar and over a dozen bottles 
of whiskey packed each side of it. I bid them good luck 
and headed for the mountain after.

Egg smuggling was also very heavy work. They were 
usually brought in cases which held thirty dozen and 
carried on your shoulder to what was a safe place. Any 
that you brought home, you could stand over as police 
had started to check hens at farm houses. Hens at the 
start of the smuggling was laying four and five eggs a 
day where now they lay only one a day, but men started 
to sell them in peoples names far away from the border 
with their permission. Sometimes eggs you brought over 
were very dirty. You could be summoned for selling 
them that way or get a very bad price for them. Clean-
ing them was very slow work. You done the cleaning 
with a pinch of baking soda on a little dish and a cloth 
which you dampened. There was a man who left eight 
cases of eggs one night at our house and asked us to 

clean them and he would call back before daylight for 
them. It was one of the most tiring jobs we ever done. 
We only had them finished when he called for them in 
a car. He put some on the back seat and tied the rest 
on the roof and headed off and I headed off for work. 
I was living this time on a by road outside the village.

Bags of sulphur and ammonia was smuggled in a big way 
as was horse shoe iron and horse shoe nails, along with 
flour, into the south. Up to this Lower Lough Macnean 
was not used much in smuggling. It was very handy 
to drop off bags of manure, bars of iron and nails near 
a house that was in the know, and that was not too far 
from the Lower Lough. The reason that the under lake 
was used was you could get a boat up near the field 
behind the Freestate Customs House, as you had only 
to clear the sulphur and ammonia. There was no duty 
on it. Getting out of the north was the whole bother. The 
reason you bought the horse shoe nails and iron there 
was that it was not far from Blacklion Forge which was 
a great cover up till you could move it farther, but any 
special manure that was bought from a farmer either 
above Belcoo or below had to be drew on asses backs. 
It was very hard work. Early in the night you had to 
gather up asses and have them ready. There was usu-
ally up to a ton of sulphur in the one dump. You had 
to lift a bag of it up on the asses backs. The bags were 
two hundred weight. They were usually tied on the 
ass. Some were real good at it. There was a lad from 
the south who was real good at it. His never moved. 
Some of them slipped when they were tied. It was a 
terrible job to get it straightened again. It happened 
me once and from that on I never tied the one I had. It 
was drawn from the side of the hill that way down to 
the lake shore, either the upper or lower lough. It was 
a lough between going through gaps, bits of lanes and 
fields. It got harder every time you had to lift one back 
on. The donkey suffered too.
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Once at the forge door in Belcoo, it was about eight 
o’clock at night. I was after watching the police going 
in a patrol. I left a man keeping an eye out on Iron I 
had there. I started to put it on the bar of a bicycle and 
across the handle bars. When I had finished the sentry 
gave a whistle . I dropped the bicycle and moved away. 
He thought he had seen a policeman down the street 
walking about. As there was no movement I ran back 
and went to lift the bicycle. As I grabbed the handlebar 
it broke with the snap I gave it and the weight on it. 
I went over to the corner to see what I would do and 
with that a policeman walked up the street. I was lucky.

Talking of bicycles, we lost three of them the one week. 
We used to wheel bags of stuff on them like packets 
of Birds Eye Custard, tea, shoemakers hemp and dif-
ferent items. We got caught three nights running but 
we managed to get away ourselves, but another man 
was caught the same night, another the next week and 
another the week after. People were beginning to sus-
pect each other. But years after we found out that the 
sergeant that was there at that time gave orders to his 
men to watch who he thought was smuggling just for 
a week and not to bother with anyone else. It worked 
and the worst of all there was weeks we nearly could 
have done what we liked and did not know it. One other 
thing that happened on the street down to the bridge. 
We rolled a forty gallon barrel of Linseed Oil from above 
the corner but what we did not see was that the bung 
had come out and in the dark we did not notice the oil 
running out of it till we got to the bridge. Then it was 
too late to do anything about it. You could trace it from 
the corner down but the reason I am telling it is that a 
man from Blacklion who was working with Major Nixon 
in Belcoo was walking over to his work in the morning 
and did not see the oil on the street. He slipped on it and 
fractured his ankle. There was a terrible uproar about 
it and an investigation. Lucky enough it could not be 
traced to where it came out of as it did not happen till 
it was on the street. It was a worrying time.

Tea was smuggled in a big way as there was good 
money in it, but there was a period when it was very 
hard to get it near the border as a lot of vans or lorries 
were being searched. There was not so many cars then. 
It was in 1940 and I got word from a man that if I could 
get into Enniskillen around five o’clock and meet him 
in the pub called the Crows Nest. I got in and met him. 
There he told me he had tea dumped at a house in Old 
Rossorry and that he had to have it in the State the 
next day. We had a few drinks and when it got dark we 
walked out to Old Rossorry and to the house. It was in 
there that there was two bags with seventy pounds of 
tea in each of them. After a drop of tea we got, we hoist 
a bag each on our backs and walked out to Mullaghy 
Gatehouse on the Sligo Leitrim railway . We got in on 
the railtrack there and set off to walk to the border up 
through Florencecourt Station  by Abohill halt through 
Belcoo Station and across the Red Bridge which is no 
longer there into Toam. It was as tough a job as I ever 
done. Walking on sleepers is very hard as you have to 
shorten your step. We could not smoke in case of being 
seen and when we rested, we only talked in whispers 
but it was great the next day when everything went well.

Electric parts was another thing that was smuggled. 
Once I had to bring coils of electric wire that was hid 
in a haystack at the end of the bog road. I went for it 
on a bicycle although I was supposed to carry it down 
the mountain. I put them in a bag I had with me and 
threw them across the handlebars. I got on her and 
cycled on down. I had no light on it. Everything went 
well till I got to what is known as the new road on the 
Gardenhill Braes, when suddenly the light of a car ap-
peared round a turn I run the bike in against the ditch. 
I did not bother with the stuff. I jumped the ditch and 
I rolled about a hundred yards down the hill. I lay a 
while. Then it dawned on me that I did not see the lights 
going up the Devils S. I lay a while longer and then the 
lights appeared again and headed back down the road 
and did not stop at the bike. I waited a little longer and 
went up and got the bag and left the bike. I crossed the 
fields and hid in a pike of hay near the border. What 

annoyed me I did do what I was told and the car was 
the late Dr Hamilton on a sick call to an old woman, 
which I learned after.
Cigarettes were also brought over in large quantities. 
Once a go of them got wet which was a big loss. They 
were dried out but to no avail as they were off colour 
and could not be sold. They were give away in packets 
to this one and that one. They were terrible to smoke.

As time went on police and customs officers got to know 
more about routes and where to lie in wait and usually 
wore plain clothes, which often put you about. It was 
getting hard to work.

But the greatest pleasure ever I got of smuggling was 
during the war years when there was often three to four 
buses on Belcoo Street, that had brought people out of 
Enniskillen and down the road to shop in Blacklion at 
the weekends. Also a lot of people from the Boho area 
came then too. It was mostly for sugar, butter and ciga-
rettes and a night’s drinking. A lot of us locals would be 
over for if you got a bit of a name for smuggling they 
would want you to bring over something, let it be but-
ter, cigarettes or other items The Free State Custom men 
was the biggest danger and they did not close till nine. 
Manys a man or woman had different things taken off 
them just at the hut where a Custom man would walk 
out but locals would be lying in wait and when they 
brought them in to the hut we would slip by, leaving 
what ever we had over where we knew it could be got.

We often left things out the Boho Road a bit. We 
would walk again to Blacklion. There was no much 
remarks passed on us as we were always going back 
and forward. They had a good idea what was going 
on, but it was very hard to get us but we were caught 
too. We often tied up an old overcoat that you had on 
you. Going by the hut, you would make a noise. The 
customs men would look out, see you and take you in. 
That’s when other men would slip by. A half stone of 
sand sometimes was put in a bag. A man would carry 
it on his back on his own. He always made sure that a 
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Custom Officer seen him. When called on to stop, he 
dropped the bag and ran. They brought the bag into 
the hut. That’s when men went by, with something else. 
It did not always work. There was a field each side of 
the Custom Hut, with a hedge either side. A man often 
went by one side and made a noise. The men would be 
going by the other side.

Flour and bread were smuggled. You had to watch both 
sides as flour was rationed in the north but bread was 
not as hard to get, but if you were in the know, you could 
get the pack of flour. It was like gold. If you were mean 
enough you could get any price you asked for it. Many 
a poor woman gave as much for a stone as the pack 
cost. One person I sold a pack of flour to was very upset 
with me. She did not live far above Blacklion. In about a 
weeks time she landed to our house very angry. When 
she used some out of the pack a few times, everything 
was alright, but then a lot of things went wrong when 
she tried to bake the next time. Someone had put a bag 
of Semolina into a flour pack, put a stone of flour on top 
of it and sewed it up again. I gave her back her money. 
She never blamed me.

A few times men were caught after the hut closed at 
nine o’clock. That time if you were coming through late 
in a car you had to put in a request for a Custom Man 
to be there. He often came back later and sat in the hut 
in the dark waiting for the car. That’s how some were 
caught. I should have said that the man with the car 
had to pay for the request.

I’ll just tell you of a very important man that got out of 
his car at the Belcoo Customs Post and his pointer dog 
got out along with him. It was raining very heavy. The 
two walked in to the hut. The dog shook himself and 
wet the whole place. The Custom Officer shouts ‘Get 
that bloody Mongrel out’ The gentleman said ‘That’s no 
Mongrel, it’s a pedigree dog’. ‘Well’, says the Customs 
Officer ‘if he is, there is £10 of duty on him’.

Smuggling now was becoming a big time job and as 

time went on there was a lot of money involved. Cars 
started to be more plentiful. Lorries would drive up to 
the border with goods or to lift some. There was big 
profit and also big losses and pilfering was also start-
ing and too much talking. Smugglers were not as close.

The big seizures that was made and cattle that was 
taken back and run ins with the law, in later years, I 
will leave to someone else.

Smuggling
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THE MUMMERS

“I was about fifteen or sixteen when I went out with 
the mummers first.  They were called the Corryglass 
mummers at that time; I went out with them for years 
and years.  Then the mummers stopped for a number 
of years.  When the Community Centre started up here, 
we went out again to collect money for it.  We mum-
mered for four or maybe five years or more.  Then it 
laid of for a year or so until the footballers took over.  
They were building a new football park, so we went out 
mummering again to collect money for the footballers.

We used to go to people’s houses and of course we had 
music; we always had a flute player and a mouth - organ 
player.  The Captain would knock at the door and say  “ANY 
ADMITTANCE FOR CAPTAIN MUMMER?” If you were wel-
comed in, you went in, if you weren’t, you went away.  There 
are a lot of the old people dead now that I used to mummer 
with.  There was a man, Connor Leonard from Corralea; then 
there was Jimmy Lilly of Corryglass, he’s alive yet, and Hugh 
Nolan and Francis Leonard.  Anyway, we’d go up and rap on 
the door, I was always the Captain and I’d say,

‘Any admittance for captain mummer?
Room, room, gallant boys give us some time to rhyme
I’m going to show my activities about this Christmas time.
Active young and active old
Such an act was never staged
And if you don’t believe what I say
Enter Oliver Cromwell and he’ll clear the way
Then, in comes Oliver Cromwell 
‘Here comes I Oliver Cromwell
As you may suppose 
Many nations have I conquered
with my long copper nose
I’ve made the danes to shiver
I’ve made the Turks to quake
and I beat the jolly Dutchman on the plains of Waterloo
and if you don’t believe what I say 
come in Bilzeebob, he’ll show you the way
Then in comes Bilzeebob with his lump of a stick and a 
frying pan
‘Here comes I Bilzeebob 
Over my shoulders I carry my club

In my hand my frying pan 
I think myself a jolly wee man 
And if you don’t believe what I say Come in green Knight 
and he’ll clear the way’,
and on it goes, till Big Head. He says,
‘Here comes I Big Head
Although my head is big and my body is small 
I’ll play you a tune to please you all 
And if you don’t believe what I say I’ll call in the dancers.’

Then in comes the dancers, Irish dancers.

Everyone varies in their outfits. The Captain dresses 
up different to the rest of them. I make the hats. James 
Oliver McGovern and John Higgins get me the straw 
from away up the ‘states’. It’s the straw from corn or 
oats. The hats are in existence from as long as I can 
remember. Not everyone can make them, but they get 
me to make them here. You have to make the rim first. 
You get a lump of straw and you plait it like a rope. 
Then you sort out the wee grains and you work them 
round. Then you have to plait the horns on the top of 
the hat. Then you have the captain’s belt. Miss Funny 
dresses up different, up in Women’s clothes, but she’s 
always played by a male. We had a good one last year ; 
he was well done up. It was John Higgins. He was fixed 
up with two balloons...you know. The doctor dresses 
up different too. He usually has a hard black hat on 
him and he carries a case. Bilzeebob carries a pan with 
him and a lump of a stick. He batters the pan with the 
stick. Green Knight is coloured green. Mrs McPartland 
here made all the outfits last year.
We go out before Christmas, it used to be the tradition 
that you didn’t go out till th e second night of Christmas, 
but they’ve changed all that now and you go out about 
a week before Christmas. We go to the local houses and 
we travel in to Enniskillen. We go to the Fort Lodge 
Hotel and all the pubs. We go to Derrygonnelly and 
Garrison and Bundoran. We went one time to an hotel 
outside of Bundoran. We got a great reception.
The mummering came from England, I think. You see, 
Prince George is implicated in it too. The rhymes change 
with the history of the country over the years, but we 
have the old edition now a long time. We go through 

The Mummers
the same performance the same as we did years ago. 
We never varied at all.

Long ago when you’d be out mummering, you’d 
have a dance or party round about the New Year. 
You'd invite the boys and girls and you’d have a ‘do’ 
in a country house. You’d had Irish music; it used to 
be great. There’d be a drop of drink too. There was 
whiskey and Guinness and of course there would be 
wine for the ladies. We’d have a bit of a band. It used 
to be great sport a long time ago.

Then there’s the Straw Boys that go out to wed-
dings; I’ve met them. The Straw Boys appear at wed-
dings up in Marlbank yet. It’s the only place I’ve ever 
seen them. They go to  the house and they sing and play. 
They don’t take off their hats at all. Like the mummers 
they’re not supposed to be known. The hats come down 
over their eyes, right down to the shoulders. When 
you go into a house, you pull them down and no one 
knows who you are.

The country’s a great place for mummering. You’d 
be busier out the country than here in the town, for 
you’re going from one house to the other. We often 
did a country-side of houses in a night. Maybe about 
thirty houses

The Mummers
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LOCAL FAIRY TALES 
Taken from an interview with Paddy Farmer, Belcoo 
(Formerly Mullaghdun) (aged 80) 
Aug. 15th 1987

“People used to talk about fairies long ago. I never 
came into contact with them, only there was one night 
I ‘went astray’. I’ll tell you now what happened. I was 
in this house ‘ceili-ing’ and when I was going home 
that night, I went a mile down the railway from where 
I should have turned. There was this old house, a very 
bad house. It had a clay ‘flure’ and no pictures on the 
walls and not a ‘hate’ in it. I went into the house and do 
you know, I thought that it was the nicest house I’d ever 
seen. It was lovely that night but it really was a fierce bad 
house. I thought that I knew the people in it and when 
I left it I ‘went astray’. When I got to the railway, there 
were these two women talking. I followed them because 
I thought they were my neighbours and that they were 
making a fool out of me. I’ll tell you what happened, it 
was five o’clock in the morning when I got home and 
I didn’t think that I was an hour away. My step-father 
wouldn’t believe me that I ‘went astray’. He says, ‘what 
kept you to this time of night ?’ So I told him. “There’s 
not one word about it.” he says. So, the next night he 
went out ceili-ing. I got home at 12 o’clock and he still 
wasn’t in. I thought that something had happened to 
him for he was a man of 75 at the time, Then I heard him 
calling, ‘My God, where am I ?” He thought that he was 
in a field caught up in barbed wire and he couldn’t get 
out of it, There wasn’t a bit of barbed wire in the field no 
more than where I’m sitting now. He believed me after 
that happened. I was in good health and everything at 
the time and I was afraid of nothing. It was the fairies 
that put the two of us ‘astray’ There was a couple of forts 
that I knew of up in Mullaghdun. I heard stories about 
people ‘going astray’ when they took sticks out of them.”

“There was an oul mill up the Mill lane. It’s at Cleggan ; 
the oul wheel’s there yet. Well, there was this man used to 
work there in oul times, he was the name of Gorman. He 
was the kiln man. He used to keep a fire on in under here 

to dry the grain. There was an iron loft where they used 
to dry the grain, you know. Well, it was my step-father 
told me this now. Every night when Gorman would be 
going home, down the old road, where the Tumoneys 
live, the fairies used to ‘play’ with him. He lived in a 
wee house down the field, Anyway, the fairies used to 
be punching him and pulling him and laughing at him. 
They laughed the whole road. So, someone told him 
that he should get a big stick and ‘bat’ them. He did this 
night, and do you know, he was got dead on the road 
the next morning. They killed him. He was got at that 
gap where you turn into the field. It’s called ‘Gorman’s 
gap’ to this day.” 

“There was this woman who lived up above Holy-
well crossroads. She was a handy woman at the time, if 
there was a birth, Well, there was this coach called one 
night and they brought her away. She didn’t know where 
she was and she didn’t know the people who took her. 
Anyway, there was a woman who was having a baby 
and the woman from Holywell helped out. When the 
baby was born, they gave her oil to rub the baby with, 
She happened to rub her eye with her hand after she 
had put the oil on the child. And she was in Blacklion 
fair six months after and she saw the woman who had 
given birth to the child. She was ‘lifting’ cakes and sweet 
things off the stalls. The woman from Holywell went over 
to her and says to her, “How’s the wee babby?” but she 
didn’t say anything about seeing her takin the stuff off 
the stalls. The woman who had the child says, “How can 
you see me?”. “I can see you rightly.” says the woman. 
“Can you see me with the two eyes?” “No”, she says “I 
can only see you with the one eye, this one.” And the 
woman who’d had the child took her finger like that, 
and she put the eye out of the woman’s head. She was 
a fairy. I heard of that happening now,” 

Fairy Tales
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Old Customs & Superstitions 
Of the Irish People   by Ignatious Maguire

Superstitions are widespread and very old.  They mean 
something which is long believed but has been proved 
wrong.  In the present day people know too well that 
hanging up horse shoes or breaking mirrors have noth-
ing to do with good or bad luck which may, or may not 
follow, but in the past people had other ideas.

When a person upsets salt at a table he will often pick 
up some grains and throw them over his left shoulder.  
Salt has long been recognised as a gift from God.  The 
Romans mixed it with water to make Holy Water.  To 
spill some would be most unfortunate, but to throw a 
grain across your left shoulder would avert the danger.

Someone who looks through a window pane and sees the 
new moon for the first time that month will feel afraid 
that something bad will happen to him.  The moon has 
many superstitions about it.  It is unlucky to tread on a 
moon shadow.  Moonlight shining in a sleeping persons 
face would make him go mad.  The Christian feast of 
Easter is the first Sunday after the full moon of the Spring.

Long ago corn was thrown over brides because it would 
help them bear children.  This is probably the reason for 
confetti being used in present times.

Thirteen was a number used by witches and at the Last 
Supper there were 13 people - Christ and his 12 disciples, 
one of whom was Judas Iscariot, the traitor.  13 is therefore 
considered an unlucky number and Friday the 13th is 
doubly so, because Friday was the day of the Crucifixion.  
Sailors do not like sailing on a Friday.

Sometimes after talking of pleasant things, people will 
touch the nearest piece of wood to keep away bad luck, 
this is because Christ died on the wood of the Cross and 
his protection is being asked.  Even people who strongly 
deny such beliefs as nonsense may avoid walking under 

ladders or feel pleased when they have discovered a 
four - leaf clover.

Some people hang horseshoes on their door and little 
silver ones are used to decorate wedding cakes.  It is 
generally accepted that horseshoes are very lucky because 
of a legend that Saint Dunstan once nailed a horseshoe 
to one of the devil's hooves and nailed him to the wall.  
He refused to let him go until the devil had promised 
him never to enter a place, where a horseshoe is shown.

A more recent superstition is  that it is very unlucky to 
light three cigarettes with one match.  During the Boer 
War in 1899 an enemy sniper had time to aim at a sol-
dier who kept a match alight long enough to light three 
cigarettes.  This superstition is believed to be invented 
by Maguire and Patterson, match makers, to increase 
sales of matches.  A rival company stressed the danger 
of lighting matches at all, to increase the sale of lighters.

Many Irish people, even those who have no interest on 
the subject of superstitions would almost certainly declare 
that a redhaired woman was most unlucky and if a man 
met on his way to work he would almost certainly turn 
around and go home.

An evil spirit should enter your innerself and live with 
you, if your yawns were not followed by the sign of a 
cross across your mouth.

Whistling was declared unlucky under certain circum-
stances and a whistling woman, not to mind a whistling 
mother in law, was never welcome. 

Stealing from a white smith or blacksmith was regarded 
as downright dangerous.

Walking round a card table would change a player's luck, 
if the walking was conducted in a sunwise direction 
provided the sun was shining in the opponent's hand.

Dreams were never revealed until the dreamer’s fast was 

broken.  It was not good business to dream of priests or 
weddings.  A priest in Cleenish once had a dream.  He 
told a boy he had working for him, that he had dreamt 
he was in hell the night before.  The boy said “It could 
be worse”.  How could it be worse the priest asked.  “It 
could be true” the boy said.

Widows were often treated with respect because of the 
“widows curse” which some of them were said to have 
the power of bringing down.  A young widow, a travelling 
woman and her sick child were pitied by some tenants 
who built them a concealed cabin on their landlord’s land 
to protect them from the weather.  The little cabin was 
erected on the Lattone - Tullygerrava border in the year 
1752.  The landlord, however heard about it and had them 
removed and burned their little cabin.  When the child 
died of exposure, the widow brought down the curse, 
that for seven generations none of the landlord’s male 
heirs would die under normal circumstances.  Suicides, 
disasters, hunting accidents and shootings claimed all 
the landlord's descendants for many generations.

A tinker once blinded  the devil and therefore no tinker 
will ever go the hell.  However, tinkers talk of a clock 
which ticks forever in Hell.

Certain families were said to have been followed by the 
banshee, who is supposed to cry near the home of one 
who was about to die.  She is supposed to have particular 
attachments to families with an O or a Mac preceding 
their surname.

Many people did not know of fairy passes until they 
decided to build a house or a shed on fairy land.  If a 
building went ahead without consulting the F.H.E.  (Fairy 
Housing Executive) it would  most likely be demolished.  
A building between two forts was not to be recommended, 
as the fairies would be passing from one fort to another 
so foundations would be dug and left for a few days to 
see if the fairies would fill them in.
In Longford an American insisted on building a new 
house between two forts.  When the building was com-
pleted the neighbours were invited to a party.  The “ 

Superstitions Superstitions
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Good Spirits” allowed such caper to continue without 
interference until midnight when the “Bad Spirits “ took 
over.  They fired cups, saucers, pots, pans and beetles 
around the house.  People tried to run away but were 
held by invisible forces.  In less than a minute the house 
had caved in and nothing was left of it in the, morning.  
The owner was lucky to get back to America.

There are many stories of young infants being taken 
away and a changeling left instead and also young 
mothers being taken to nurse fairy infants.  A burnt sod 
from bonfire night was worn up in their petticoats for 
protection.  The best story was of Biddy Mannion, she 
was described as being a tall bare kind of a girl and a 
dandy at rearing children.  She was married to a man 
who was interested in nothing but his work and he had 
a habit of always whinging about one thing or another.  
One day it would be the weather, the next day it would 
be bad times and so on, even the toothache was annoy-
ing him.  One day Biddy was taking the clocking off a 
hen by dipping her down into the water at the lake side 
when lo and behold didn’t she lose her burnt sod and 
she could not find it.  That night she was up with her 
youngest child.  the raked fire was very low and she 
spent a long time blowing a coal to light a candle.  There 
was the sound of footsteps outside and four men burst 
in and grabbed her, telling her that they were taking 
her to look after the fairy Queen’s children, because the 
queen was lying low with a dose of the wind and that 
she would be returned safely in a few days, when the 
wind blows by.  A Caillog was left in her place to help 
Paddy look after the poultry.  When Biddy returned the 
caillog disappeared. By this tome Paddy was about his 
duties of distributing nest eggs.  So engrossed was he in 
his work that he said of his wife’s ordeal that he didn’t 
know or feel anything different.

Superstitions Cures by Ignatious Maguire

A sock which was filled with hot spuds and rubbed on 
the throat cured tonsils.

A goat’s bladder was filled with human urine and hung 
in the chimney until dry.  It was then rubbed onto the 
scalp with a raw onion.  This was a cure for baldness.

Mumps were cured by the person wearing asses winkers 
and drinking from a well.

Water which was held for some time in a hollow stone 
and rubbed three times on warts when saying the words 
“Water of unlooked for stone I was not looking for you 
etc. was a sure cure for the ailment.

Asthma was treated by bringing two live chickens to 
the patient's bedside.  One of the birds would be hastily 
split in two and placed against the back and chest.  If 
the breathing wasn’t fully improved then the second 
bird would be used.

Whooping cough was cured by putting a hairy worm in 
a stocking, which was tied around the child’s neck.  If the 
worm travelled around the neck the cough would vanish.  
Passing a child over and under an ass also was a cure.

If the hand of a corpse was made touch a birthmark, the 
mark would disappear as the corpse decayed.

Bed wetting was cured by eating the ashes which re-
mained after burning fish scales.

Lattone dispensary, its medicines and its doctors were 
a very sure remedy.  Dr Kelly cured hundreds with one 
little sentence. “Live in hope and your Faith will make 
you well”.  For over 100 years patients attended the 
dispensary for remedies, as well as meeting their friends 
and hearing all the news.

If a resident felt suddenly unwell he got the following 
advice from his neighbour “Take a wee walk over to the 

Dispensary”.  By the time you had reached the place you 
had forgotten what your business was.

Lattone men who drank heavily also discovered a cure 
for the intoxication. These people spent most of their 
time in pubs in Kilty and the only business they had 
returning home, was because of Public House Closing 
Regulations.  Despite  being in a paralytic condition they 
travelled in a generally straight direction towards Lattone.  
This would take them to Black Bay on the West bank of 
Lake Lattone.  They soon decided against staggering 
around by the shore taking two steps forward and one 
step back.  This would take too long so to reach home 
ground quickly they decided to swim the five furlongs 
across the water. They jumped in fully clothed, hobnail 
boots, the lot as drunk as hatchets and in a very short 
time they walked out on the eastern shore, as sober as 
Supreme Court Judges, wrung out their caps and trouser 
bottoms and emptied their boots.  If they didn’t get the 
swim they would return home completely worn out 
and throw themselves on the settle bed and fall into a 
deep sleep, but what time would they wake up?  This 
would be anybody’s guess.  On waking the first thing 
they would think of, would be the clock, if they had one.  
It would certainly be stopped.  They may have slept for 
an extended period.  The sun would be shining outside 
that would give them an idea of the time, possibly 2pm 
but what day could it be?  The next article they would 
think of would be a calendar.  Lattone men have a great 
tradition of holding on to things over the years.  There 
would be as many as twenty calendars on the wall dat-
ing back for many years and some time would be spent 
finding the right calendar.  This did not solve the problem, 
so they had two remaining options.  One was to go back 
to Kilty and ask someone or else wait until dark and see 
the kind of shape the moon was in.  The people believed 
that because they lived on high ground they knew more 
about the moon than the folk living lower down.  They 
decided to go to Kilty because the last time the moon got 
fed up of them and hid its face.
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FESTIVAL DAYS
One of the most important days of the year, around 
these parts was Bilberry Sunday.  People would gather 
annually on the first Sunday of August.  These gather-
ings were very successful about the year 1928.  Those 
taking part would sail out in their boats to pick berries 
on an island in Lough Macnean close to Glenfarne shore.  
They would then make the trek to the top-most ridge of 
Thur mountain, 1422 ft. and dance all afternoon on the 
flagstone which is situated there.

Shrove Tuesday night would be a special dancing occasion 
at which young men and women would make a special 
effort to find their loved one.  If unsuccessful they would 
make a special effort to find their loved ones.  If unsuc-
cessful they would show a very sour face which led to 
the name of the day after being called “Puss Wednesday.

Bonfire night, 23rd June people would light hugh bon-
fires beside their homes.  The folks around about would 
gather rubbish a whole year to be used on this special 
evening.  There would be great rivalry between neigh-
bours to see who would have the biggest and lastiest fire.  
So important was the occasion that the old and infirm 
members of the family would be helped out to watch 
the fire.  From Lattone hill people could see bonfires of 
five counties.  Throngs of flames could be seen leaping 
20 ft. in the air as the crackle of birchwood and the voice 
of children would re-echo across the valley.  An interest-
ing feature of the scenery would be the reflection of the 
flames on the rolling hillsides in the peaceful waters of 
the lake below.  This would get more noticeable as the 
twilight fell.  The activities and games would keep going 
as long as the fire lasted.  Burning embers would be flung 
into the tillage fields to protect the crops.  The children 
would jump across the fire when it would be either safe 
or unsafe to do so.  It was said that the highest jumper, 
would be the first to marry, that is if he didn’t burn his 
brains out in the process.

On May eve bunches of May flowers would be strewn 
around the doors of the dwellings and out offices and 
around the dunghill.  The cattle would be taken into the 
respective stone circles by peasants who would bleed 

Cures
them, taste the blood and sprinkle the rest of the blood on 
the ground.  This would make peace with the fairies and 
witches who would frequent these circles.  This custom 
was popular about the year 1770.  The bleeding would 
be done by means of a toothed sickle, by far the most 
lethal of all farm tools.  If properly sharpened it would 
barely touch the animals neck or side to draw blood.  
The wound would be very clean and would be easily be 
closed by means of a cloven stick. The water well had 
also to be protected by May flowers because your milk 
and butter could be stolen by a milk thief who would 
skim the water or drag a rope across the field to collect 
the dew.  There are many stories about milk - stealing.  
In the immediate Tullyrossmearn area, at day-break on 
a May morning, a woman cried out the words of “come 
all to me”, a neighbour man for curiosity repeated the 
remark.  After this about a dozen homes in nearby 
Leitrim had the horrific experience of their cows milk 
turning into a mixture of blood and water. Only by the 
intervention of a priest with blessed salt was the milk 
and cream restored.

Somewhere in the Boho area, a hunter came across a 
hare sucking a cow.  The hare made off towards a farm 
house after been shot at.  A short time later, when the 
man called to the house he discovered a woman lying 
there with gun shot wounds to her side.

It was custom that if you entered a house in which churn-
ing was being done, you would immediately lift the dash 
and take your turn at the making of the butter.  It was 
said to bring good luck to the work being done and to 
refrain from it was highly insulting to the householder.

In Lattone two brothers walked into a house in which 
churning was going on.  One of them went up and took 
a brash, but the other man either forgot or wasn’t aware 
of the custom.  However, when the man of the house 
continued to churn the bottom fell out of it and the whole 
milk ran down the floor.

There are many superstitions about insects.  In Ireland 
spiders are classed as “holy” insects because it is said that 
they wove a web over the entrance to a cave where the 
Holy Family were hiding, thus preventing their discovery.  
Killing a spider brigs bad luck.  There is a saying “If you 
want to thrive let spiders run alive”.  Long ageospiders 
webs were used as an effective remedy for stopping 
blood because it contained a penicillin like substance 
with proven scientific background.

Irish men and Americans seem to be very proud of their 
spiders and they argued about their size.  The American 
declared that the biggest spider in Ireland was only the 
size of a salt stand, while he had one at home  as big as 
an automobile.

It was always very lucky to have crickets about the house.  
If a cricket is injured by a visitor, it will follow him and 
cut his clothes to shreds.  Always leave a piece of potato 
in the chimney to keep the crickets away from your socks.

In Ireland a cockroach was always killed on sight, since 
it is said that a cockroach had betrayed the Holy Family 
who were fleeing from soldiers.  The story goes, that 
as they went along they passed by a field where men 
were sowing wheat.  The next day the wheat was fully 
grown and the same men were cutting it.  The soldiers 
entered and questioned the reapers about the fugitives.  
The reapers said that the only ones they saw passed the 
field when the wheat was been sowed.  A cockroach in 
the field cried out. “Yesterday" and so they have been 
cursed ever since.  Lizards or mankeepers have a cure for 
serious burns.  All you have to do is to catch one and lick 
it.  You should be very careful because it is very likely to 
hop down your throat in the process.

For most people such things are now meaningless super-
stitions.  It would seem with the advancement of modern 
technology such things are doomed to disappear but in a 
broader sense the past never fully dies, it lives on, buried 
in the minds of people and tradition they have created.
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Local 

People 

Remember

J. J. Ferguson 
Remembers

Local people remember:
J. J. Ferguson Remembers 143
Larry & Mrs Cox Remembers 145
Hughie Green Remembers 146
Paddy Farmer Remembers 147
Pranks - Paddy Leonard 148
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HISTORY OF BELCOO AREA ACCORDING TO
J J FERGUSON DANESFORT

Johnny Leonard owned Carrickloughan and Carrick-
adranton in 1896. He was a poor law guardian and on the 
night of election he was carried in a chair to Drumcoo,  
where he lived. His mother was Maguire from Kiltyc-
logher and his father was Faley the Hatter. They used to 
make hats, put them in a creel and bring them to Dowra 
where they were sold. The dye for these hats was boiled 
in a vat and remains of same can be seen at Drumcoo. 
Hughie Gray also lived in Drumcoo. He was a cooper 
about 90 years ago. Ellen Gray attended school which 
was situated in Drumcoo. 

There was a famine pot at Craigs. This was filled with 
stirabout, the people came and fed here. There was also a 
famine boiling pot at Tullyrossmearn. A young girl going 
for food here dropped dead from hunger at Cornacully. 
People passing this way used to leave stones at this spot. 

On 7th July 1846 there was serious flooding and blight 
set inonthe crop.

The road to Holywell church was made in 1882. It was 
made by Frank Corrigan Ballysroonagh. He lived to be 
96. A famine road was made from McGrainder's land 
through Aughrim to Holywell. The making of these roads 
provided relief jobs during famine times.

The old age pension was introduced in 1870. It was 5 
shillings per week. Honor Gilleece lived in Ora More. Her 
husband was killed in the Crimean War. She received an 
army pension of a half a crown. She lost her farm through 
non payment of rent and neighbours built her a house 
in Killycreen. It measured 12ft by 12. This was in 1855. 

A family called Flood took over Danesfort in 1857.  They 
came from Bundoran. 7 Danes were killed rounding up 
cattle to bring to boat a Ballyshannon. This happened 
directly behind the present community centre 

Two girls were burned in a house fire at the entrance to 
Gardenhill house. Since this happening the place has 
been known as the Burnhouse gate.  Their name was 
Donovan and the tragedy occurred in 1878

During a land league meeting at Holywell church in 
1878, there was a landslide at pollynure (near Coasan). 
This completely blocked the road. The clearing of the 
mountain of earth lasted two months. Horses and carts 
were used in the operation. Word spread that members 
of the land league were trapped but this was untrue.

Belcoo bridge was built in 1818. Prior to this the only place 
for crossing the river was outside Belcoo towards Toam.

In 1905 there was an eviction in Glan. Police lay on straw 
in Glan until the eviction was over as there were three un-
occupied houses in Belcoo belonging to Hamilton Jones.

Captain Nixon owned the first gramophone. The Nixons 
used to play on The Cottage lawn. People came out of 
their houses to hear the music.

In 1912 there were three cars in Belcoo area. Captain 
Nixon The Cottage, Barney Ferguson, Drumman and 
Dr. Tate, Danesfort.

In the 1870’s light was by rush candle. Rushes were 
pulled and partially peeled and then soaked in a pomb 
of rendered fat. (A pomb was a container to hold melted 
fat). The life of a rush candle was very short, so many 
households remained in darkness, except when some-
thing special was being done. Wax candles were then 
introduced, later oil lamps and in 1934 electricity came 
by way of generator (an automatic engine) courtesy of 
Captain Nixon, Belcoo.
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J. J. Ferguson Remembers

Clocks were rare in houses. Roosters crowing did the 
work of alarm clocks. Sun dials were located only at more 
prosperous houses. Gardenhill house, Dr Tates and the 
R.I.C Station in Belcoo to name but a few. One can be 
seen outside Mr McCann's hall door (former R.I.C sta-
tion) and the one at Danesfort was stolen in recent times. 
Wooden dishes were called noggins. They were placed on 
dressers in most houses. As butter was more expensive 
in winter, owing to milk shortage, it was buried in bogs 
for preservation.  As recently as 1966 a butt of butter was 
found in Oramore by forestry workers.  Pat Maguire of 
Garrison unearthed this. The firkin was roughly 2ft by 
1ft and 12ft in depth

Mill stones were called querns. These were circular, about 
two feet in diameter with a hole in the centre. People 
had their own quern before industrial mills became op-
erative. One house in Drumcoo the late Eddy Ferguson 
had a quern inserted when the concrete floor was laid. 
In later years mills were numerous. A load of meal was 
called a killcast. The late Pat Nolan, Drumcoo was the 
last man to bring home a kilcast of metal (9cwt). Humph-
ery’s Mill closed in 1920’s. Wallace’s mill Florencecourt 
closed in 1941. 
Before Hamilton Jones the landlord was called McCoy. 
Hamilton Jones made Ora road. Luke Ferguson and Pat 
Gallagher worked on it. The land league erected a house 
beside Ora road for Dunt Cassidy. He was found dead in 
it. Hamilton Jones sold it  in 1917. Land lords owned land, 
natives fought to get land rent reduced and to own land. 
Hamilton Jones’s agent was called Duffin. He lived in the 
big house on Railway Road and died in 1904. John James 
remembers his mother saying that Master McGovern told 
his pupils to go quietly by the wake house. Landlords 
banished Protestants they didn’t like to poor areas such 
as Dooletter. Imperial govenors paid off landlords. The 
Ashbourne Act came into force, an act whereby tenants 
bought land off landlords and paid for it over 49 years. 

All good land averaged at a pound an acre rent.

In 1924 the turf crop failed. The turf remained in the 
barrows, cattle died from fluke. The government gave 
out loans to replace cattle. The farmers bought the cat-
tle but some were unable to repay the loans and they 
subsequently lost their holdings.

In areas where there was no firewood people resorted 
to cut away bog. To procure dale in Teebawn one Hugh 
Ferguson had a cut away bog and he allowed 17 families 
to reap dale there. Noah’s floods were proved factual 
by people digging eight foot deep and finding dale and 
lough reeds.

 When roads were first made they were four foot wide 
and were called Bridle Roads. The main road to Boho 
went from Mullylusty through Gardenhill to Dooletter.  A 
bridge crossed the river at Mullylusty and the circulation 
of water was poor it was called the blind bridge  The road 
was very hilly and the Devil’s "S" was made to correct 
this. The old road from the Burnhouse gate (behind John 
Gilmurrry’s) was made in 1938. It was lined out by Pat 
Gallagher of Mullylusty.
The road from Holywell to Mary Ann Fyes was first 
repaired in 1931 by Thomas McGrath, Mullylusty. It did 
not come under the county Board. The tanyard road was 
first repaired in 1941. Danesfort bridge was built in 1931.
What is now the Parochial Hall was built in 1935 by Mr 
Peter McGovern, Main Street. Prior to the hall being built, 
dances were held in Kelly’s loft,  (Now Jim Conway's) 
and Belcoo School. Piped water came to Belcoo in 1931 
from Carrickadranton. Income tax came into force in 1940. 
Prior to this, tax was levied for different commodities. 
Drink, tea and tobacco were taxed from 1918. Before 1918 
stout was tuppence a bottle. John James remembers three 
bad snows, January 1929, January 1941 and February 
1947. The ‘47 snow remained in hollows until April and 
numerous sheep died. Grouse stock, which was plentiful 
before the snow, has never fully returned.
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Larry & Mrs Cox 
Remembers

Transcript of an interview with Larry & Mrs Cox, Bel-
coo, Sept 3rd 1987

Larry. I started in Mullaghdun School in 1910 and I fin-
ished in 1917, It was only a one-roomed school when I 
went there first, then they made it into two; they were 
fixing it up the first day I went there. There were about 
96 children on the rolls then 
Mrs Cox Families were so big then, nine or ten to a family.

Larry. The teachers were Master Patrick McFarland 
from Newbridge in Co. Cavan, not far from Dowra. 
Then there was Mrs Peckenham. Emily Loughlan was 
her maiden name. Then, the next teacher came from 
Clones, but the one master was there all the time from I 
first went to school ; he was the Principal. He was strict 
enough about attendance and he was especially strict in 
the mornings. I know that myself! You’d want to be in 
before he started to call the roll, that was about twenty 
minutes to ten, I hadn’t to walk too far. School, was only 
about a quarter of a mile, some children had very long 
distances to walk. There was one party came I’m sure 
four miles to Mullaghdun School, It was hard on them 
in the winter. They didn’t usually attend every day; they 
couldn’t get during the snow or a heavy rain or hailstones. 
there was no central heating then, only a big fire-place, 
you brought your own turf, there was very little coal in 
those days. You brought your lunch with you too, no 
school dinners then. I never went home for my dinner 
even though I was only a short journey away. My own 
children went to Mullaghdun School in their turn The 
school’s closed now, over ten years ago. It still looks the 
same today The building of it was finished about 1910 
when they put in a folding door from one end to the other 
That was principally for Religious Education classes. The 
Protestants would be in one side and the Catholics in the 
other. There would have been about thirty Protestants 
attending. The nearest school to Mullaghdun was about 
six miles away at Corryglass and then at Belcoo which 
was a bit nearer. The old school at Mullaghdun is now 
a Community Centre.

I lived at Mullaghdun from 1906 until 1978. I miss it, 
but of course the old people I knew that time are nearly 
all dead now. I go back to Mass there occasionally and 
there’s young people says ‘Hello’ to me that I don’t know 
at all, The chapel is St Joseph’s and it was built about 
seven or eight years before the school. The school and 
chapel are all built in the one field. It’s a nice wee chapel.

Mrs Cox. The Protestant neighbours helped to build it. It’s 
said that they brought their horses and carts to work at it.

Larry. The Protestants helped at the school too. They 
drew the stuff on horses and carts. 

Mrs Cox. We used to get the meadows cut by a horse 
and mowing machine.

Larry. Previous to when I was leaving school, there was 
no such things as horses and mowing machines. It was all 
done with scythes. In 1917, I only knew of one man, that 
had a machine for cutting. He was the name of Wilson 
and he had about three hundred acres of land. I lived on 
a farm and there was plenty of hard work. I worked my 
own farm from we married around 1932.

Mrs Cox. The housework was hard then too. The women 
complain nowadays and they have  washing machines. 
We had to wash by hand. You had to carry the water all 
the way from the well and then boil it.

Larry. We were lucky for the river was only about fifty 
yards from the house.

Mrs Cox The spring well for drinking water was a good 
bit away.

Larry. We cut all our own turf for fuel in the winter on 
up until about 1957. I always had an animal to draw the 
turf home, so it wasn’t so bad.

Mrs Cox There were people worse off than us for they 
had no animal.

Interviewer:  Did anyone ever borrow your horse?

Mrs Cox Not much, for he was very cross.

Laughter

Larry He’d eat you. You’d have to go with him yourself 
for no one else would have been able to work with him.. 
If you had a cross horse no one would want to borrow 
him. I got a bite from a horse one time. I was pitching 
hay off the ruck unto the cart and a man  was building 
it up on the cart as I pitched it. I went round to tie the 
tethers before we’d move off and I went round the front 
of the horse and didn’t he get me by the chest. I never 
forgot it from that day to this, I was only young at the 
time. I thought that he’d never let go. He was a cob horse; 
the big heavy horses weren’t as bad The men that drew 
creamery cans of milk in those  days had the heavy horses 
for bringing the big loads. They’d have about thirty cans. 
There was a forge then at Letterbreen and one in Belcoo. 
Old Rutledge had the forge at Letterbreen and McKervlan 
had the forge in Belcoo. 

Mrs Cox Their faces used to be as black as tar from work-
ing the horse shoes.

Larry The poor divils earned their money, for the sweat 
used to be running down their arms even on a cold 
winter’s day.

Mrs Cox The day the man would come to kill the pigs, 
was another ‘quare’ day. You’d be boiling water all day 
and the man that used to do the butchering, well I used 
to pity him, for the sweat would be running down him 
too. He had to kill, the pigs and take the  guts out of them 
and hang them up from hooks in the rafters We didn’t 
keep all that many pigs ourselves, only about four at a 
time to fatten. When we had the family, we used to keep 
a pig for our own use. 
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Larry & Mrs Cox  Remembers

INTERVIEW WITH MR HUGHIE GREEN OF LURGAN

Mr. Green informed us that he had heard the ruins in 
the Chimney Park Corner (Lurgan Famine Chimney), 
had been a porridge Kitchen during the famine. People 
came from as far as Glenfarne for the thick porridge in 
Gallon drums which they thinned down in order to feed 
more families.

The farm on which the ruins stand was purchased by Tom 
Green (Hughies family) in 1892. The sum paid for the 
seven acres was £100.00 which was paid in sovereigns. 
Hugh’s grandfather had lived there also

In 1947 a Government grant of £10.00 was paid for each 
acre of potatoes which were grown. Hugh claimed that 
whilst coping the field they came across a lot of flagstones 
in the vicinity of the ruins

Faction fights were common at the fair in Holywell. Peo-
ple coming to the fair fought as far as the Bridge which 
is opposite the ruins

Hughie Green 
RemembersLarry We had to quit that, for they wouldn’t eat it es-

pecially when it would come to about two months old. 
It was properly cured and all, but it was a bit stronger 
than the bought bacon. When the slicing machines came 
into the shops, people wouldn’t eat the home-cured stuff 
any more. When the fat of it would be about six months 
old it got yellow with the smoke and that, you wouldn’t 
relish it yourself. When you have too much of anything 
you don’t relish it anyway, We always had plenty of 
vegetables. I grew potatoes and cabbage and parsnips, 
turnips carrots, all those things. There was no such thing 
as bought stuff in those days

Mrs Cox There was a grocer’s shop at Mullaghdun just 
beside us. It belonged to McGovern. He had everything. 
Then, there used to be men who came along the road 
with groceries. Coulter was one.

Larry.  Coulter came along in l911 with a horse and spring 
cart. He had the groceries a thing like a big tea-chest inside 
the cart. He had a cover for the goods, but no cover for 
himself and he came in all weathers. Then about 1932 or 
33 they all got lorries or goods-vans. There was no such 
thing as bread-vans in earlier days. You had to go to the 
shops and wait for the bread to come out in a hamper 
from Enniskillen

Mrs Cox. I baked most of our own stuff. I made soda-
bread, potato-bread, pan-cakes, boxty, apple-tarts, any-
thing that had to be made. But, if I had too much to do 
, I could always go to the shop. 

Larry In the First World War, you couldn’t eat the bread. 
It was desperate. They made it with the flour mixed with 
dried potatoes. It was black, with seams in it, it  was a 
year or eighteen months after the war was over in 1918 
when things got  back to normal. The First World War 
effected people worse than the second one. The time of 
the last war, they rationed everything right away. By the 
second day of the war everything was rationed.. Before 

that they let it run to 1917 or near 1918 before they  were 
running out of everything. There was nothing then at all 
for anybody. Then, in the Second World War there was 
great ‘crack’ here with the smuggling. You could hop on 
your bike and go across the border and get tea and sugar 
and stuff. People used to go on the bus too on a Saturday 
evening, the bus would be full coming home from ‘The 
Black’. Whiskey and tobacco were very cheap then, Now, 
the whiskey costs more across the border than it does 
here in the North. Butter was only a shilling a pound in 
those days, now it costs over a pound.

Mrs Cox. We used to churn our own butter at the end of 
the week. There was no milk collection to the creamery 
on a Sunday, so we kept the milk to make our own butter, 
It wouldn’t last that long where there was a big family, 
you’d still have to buy. We were always kept busy trying 
to educate our children and set them up in life.

Larry Free education didn’t come until 1948, you had to 
pay before that. People worked hard then to rear their 
families ; they often neglected themselves to do it. They 
hadn’t the money in those days to go and sit in a public 
house. They worked within their means and they never 
went into debt. If you wanted a pair of boots and the 
money wasn’t there, you had to do without until it could 
be got. Now, they throw the boots and shoes into the bin 
when they're half worn. In my time, they were sent to be 
mended, but of course the shoes that are going nowadays 
are nothing only a covering for the feet. They are bad 
material that will stand no abuse. There was only an odd 
person in my young day that had two pairs of boots; a 
pair for Sunday and a pair for everyday. The children 
went to school bare-footed the whole summer months. 
They’d be limping with sore feet from walking on the 
old stone roads that were in those days. If the roads were 
like what they are now, it wouldn’t be so bad. 
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TRANSCRIPT OF AN INTERVlEW WITH PADDY 
FARMER. Aug 15th 1987.

“I’m eighty years of age and I went to school in 1914, I 
was seven years at school. The school was in Mullaghdun, 
We had to walk that time, there was no transport then. 
You had to bring your food with you and mind you it 
wasn’t much in them days. You just carried your ‘bit’ and 
a bottle of milk with paper in it for a stopper. When I left 
school, I worked with my step-father on the farm for a 
long time. He wasn’t too well then and I had to leave 
school at fourteen to help out, I set potatoes and sowed 
corn and everything It was hard at that time. People used 
to kill their own pigs and the only other thing they had 
was a ‘lock’ of eggs. Money was scarce. I used to fish in 
the evenings. I lived within five yards of Lough Macnean 
and I used to catch plenty of fish.

When I was a boy, I used to come into Belcoo when 
they’d be putting in the hay. I used to help out for a 
‘lock of bob’. They’d send me for Guinness ; a dozen of 
Guinness was only l shilling and six pence then and a 
quart of whiskey was eight shillings. I’m telling you the 
God’s truth. That’s what it cost. Then I worked in Dixon’s 
quarry for nine years, then I worked in Carson’s quarry 
and then I worked with the forestry for sixteen years. I 
worked with Carson for a pound a week. I did indeed.
I got married. I had two children, a boy and a girl. My 
boy was killed in an accident when he was only sev-
enteen. It happened at Mullaghdun, My one daughter 
lives in Bundoran now. She’s married with three boys 
of her own. They are everyone musical. They all play in 
their own band. They play every night. I’m living in a 
pensioner’s house now in Belcoo They are nearly all gone 
now ; them that I was at school with. There wouldn’t be 
three of them alive now.
There used to be a hiring-fair at Blacklion on the 22nd of 
May. People used to hire men out for six months. Then 
there was another fair on the 19th November. You were 
‘relieved’ that day. If you were hired to a man for six 
months, you could leave him on the November fair day 

He might take you on again for the winter, for another 
six months, or you might ‘hire out’ to someone else, 
They were small wages at that time ; about £6.00 for the 
six months. That’s sixty years ago now. I went to all the 
fairs, but I never ‘hired’ meself. The hours were long 
then. You worked from the sun rises until it sets. There 
was no such thing as time.
Then, I lived beside the railway. It was built around 1879, 
The railway ran through my land. There was always men 
working, renewing the railway. They’d be weeding and 
tightening bolts and the like. They used to go on a ‘bogey’ 
with wee handles on it. They pushed it along. I remember 
a man the name of James Packenham from Mullaghdun, 
and Willie Lunney and a Pat McAloon. Then there was 
Francie Willie Leonard from Belcoo. They were the four 
men that I knew. It was their job to ‘keep’ the railway 
line from Florencecourt to Belcoo 
There were two forges in Belcoo then. The first one was 
where Timoney’s have the garage now, The other one was 
up where Lal DeLacy lives ; a man the name of Hugh 
McKervlan had that forge and Tommy Mulraine from 
‘Glan’ had the other one. People used to come with their 
donkeys and get them shod and horses too if they had 
them. If anything was loose on the cart they could get it 
tightened and the like.

I remember on Bilberry Sunday the people would 
go up to the rock and pick bilberries and dance. It was a 
great day’s outing. Then there used to be big bone-fires 
on the 23rd July. That was bone-fire night always, There’d 
be crates of turf brought to it and sticks. There would be 
a pile bigger than this bus (note. Paddy was interviewed 
in the Rural Action Project bus. B.L.) There’s no talk now 
about things like that at all. People used to tell stories 
about the Penal times. There would be a Mass said up 
at the Mass rock and they’d have to keep a guard up in 
case they’d be caught. They had no walkie-talkies like 
now. There would be a man on a height with a flag and 
another man on a height with another flag lower down. 
A long pole and a flag on it and if anyone was coming, 
the soldiers or anyone that would tell on them, the men 
would shake the flag so as to tell  them,  that was at Mass. 
Then they would all have to run. That’s all the signal 
they had then, two flags,

Times is changed now. The wee school at Mul-
laghdun is closed now. It was a nice wee school with over 
a hundred pupils in it at that time. The teachers in my day 
were a Miss Travors and a Master McFadden. They were 
‘right crayturs’, but you wouldn’t want to do anything 
wrong or you ‘got the stick’ ; not like now. I lived on the 
very edge of the lake down by the lime kiln. The house 
was built on a bank and there was a slope down to the 
water. When we’d be thatching the house in the winter 
time, the butt of the ladder would be in the lake. I fished 
for years in that lake. I fished it for nine years for eels, me 
and my daughter. She was only a wee girl at that time 
and she used to pull the boat. The eels were all sold to 
a man from Enniskillen. He sent them to Billingsgate in 
London. He used to send us ice by rail to pack the eels in. 
In the summer time, there would be a hundred-weight of 
ice sent on the train and by the time I got it there would 
only be four stone of it left. There’s no talk about things 
like that now-a-days. All them places is closed up now.” 

Paddy Farmer
Remembers
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Extract from an interview with Paddy Leonard, Belcoo. 
25th August 1987.

“There used to live an old man the name of ‘J’. He was 
living on his own. He was a ‘horrid droll’ sort of man, an 
old man. But ‘P’ was always playing pranks. He got up 
this doll and it was one that you’d squeeze and it would 
say, ‘Mama, mama.’ So ‘P’ took a notion this night when 
‘He was coming home from ceili-ing that he’d play a trick 
on him. ‘J’ had to cross the railway line, so ‘P’ was lying 
waiting on him this night with the doll ; he had it tied 
up on the post of the railway gate. ‘P’ hid in the drain 
until ‘J’ came along and as soon as he went to cross the 
road ‘P’ would give the doll a squeeze and it would go 
‘Mama, ‘Ach, Mama, mama,’ says ‘J’, ‘sure how would I 
keep a child?’ He thought that someone had left a child 
on the gate and that he would have to keep it seeing that 
it was him that found it.”

“This man had died in this house, about a week or so 
later ‘P’ thought that he’d give  them a bit of a ‘scar’ So 
he went up to the house this night and he hid himself 
down outside at the butt of the door and they started to 
say the Rosary inside. Every time it came to ‘Hail Mary’, 
‘P’ would go ‘Holy Mary’ in this weird voice back in at 
them from the butt of the door. Scart the livin life out of 
them, he did.” 

‘P’ was in the habit of ceili-ing in this house and he found 
out that they were having a  bit of a party the next night 
and he wasn’t invited. So him and this other man ‘T’ 
went down to the house for a bit of a ceili the night before 
the ‘do’. The women had to go for a while so they says 
to the two boys, ‘You stay on and chat till we get back’. 
And there was all sorts of things made for the party that 
was coming up. ‘P’ says, ‘I have a notion that I couldn’t 
resist all this sweet stuff’ and didn’t they tackle into the 
cake and they ate the lot. ‘So’, says ‘T’, ‘what are we go-
ing to do now ?’ Says ‘P’ Take your time and I’ll not be 
long making one.’ So he got a couple of eggs and stuff 
and he mashed it all up through other and he baked it. 
Says ‘P’, ‘I left it up and they didn’t know differs, not a 
word of a differs did they ever know. 

Pranks, Paddy Leonard Creenahoe House
 by Grace Timoney

Prior to railway and motorised road travel, coach 
travel played a vital role in the infrastructure 
throughout Ireland. The Irish Postal service began in 
1784, and, although basic in its inception, it quickly 
became an effective, thorough service. By 1805, 
Derry, Enniskillen, Sligo, Cavan, Dungannon and 
Waterford had been added to the places served, and 
by 1834, when the railway age was just beginning 
in Ireland, there were 28 rural coach lines in the 
country and 40 coaches operating east of Dublin. 
Some counties were better signposted than others, 
in particular Louth, Meath and Fermanagh were 
mentioned. Roadside Inns played an important 
part in coach travel since journeys were slow and 
conditions less than comfortable. Inns were situated 
every 5 - 6 miles of the journey so horses could be 
changed if necessary, and the travellers could have 
a well-earned break to stretch their legs, and usu-
ally partake of some refreshments of an intoxicating 
nature, partly to anaesthetise them from the rigours 
of travelling, and partly to make the remainder of 
their journey more pleasant. There were a good 
many inns around the Belcoo district, including the 
Fighting Cock, the Black Lion and the Red Lion. The 
tradition of making provision for lodging, and en-
tertaining travellers free of charge, dates long before 
this, back to Brehon times There was an Inn called 
the Black Lion, situated near Blacklion, which gave 
the name to the village and allegedly hosted Dermot 
and Grainne. Belcoo had ‘a very popular Inn, noted 
for its excellent food and superior drink’ near or on 
the site in Belcoo which is now the Parochial House. 
There is very often no trace of these Inns today. The 
Fighting Cock, with a sign of a swinging cock, on 
the exterior, made of wood or metal, generally held 
to have become Creenahoe House, was a 

“favourite place for greybeards to assemble, to read a Dublin 
weekly paper, for which six pence was charged. In fact, every 
Inn was a news bureau, as not one in a hundred ever saw a 
newspaper, and every little bit of gossip told by drivers and 
travellers spread, like wildfire, through the country”. 
When officers stopped to partake of the hospitality of-
fered, their subalterns were billeted around the building 
to protect them, should any unrest ensue. Legend has it 
that the fairies had spite on the notion of coach travel. One 
evening when a coach and 4 horses, with passengers for 
one of the Belcoo Inns was passing the Hanging Rock, a 
portion of it became dissevered from the cliff and came 
thundering down, burying coach and horses and pas-
sengers beneath the gigantic stony avalanche. In 1833 the 
new road (A4) from Enniskillen to Belcoo was built and 
in 1834 a coach called the Fair Trader, from Sligo to En-
niskillen carried 28 passengers - 10 inside and 18 outside 
who were “noisy and inebriated fellows”.
By 1855 the age of the stage coach was coming to 
an end. This transition coincided almost exactly 
with the advent of the railway. However, in the 
Belcoo area, the railway did not come until the 
late 1870’s.   In mid-December 1878, the line of 
the Sligo Leitrim and Northern Counties Railway, 
from Enniskillen to Belcoo was finished, but due 
to certain disagreements between the contractor 
and the Great Northern Railway, the line was not 
opened until Feb. 12th 1879. On January 1st 1880, 
the Belcoo/Glenfarne line was opened. The com-
ing of the railway in the Belcoo District marked the 
demise of the Roadside Inn. In July 1832, Creenahoe 
House was leased to James Armstrong, either for 
the duration of the lives of himself and his wife, or 
for 21 years. In May 1852, during the sale of vari-
ous parts of the Hassard Estate, Creenahoe House 
was sold to the Armstrongs. Mrs Armstrong  had  
been Mary Anne Carson and was born in 1809. Her 
husband was William Carson who predeceased her. 
They had five children, one son and four daughters. 
She got married again to William White, one of the 
Whites of Drumaran. 
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In 1874 John T.H. Abbot became Rector and 
married Phoebe, daughter of James Armstrong, and 
he came to live in Creenahoe House. They lived in 
this house for 42 years. In 1911, a Miss Markby came 
from Co. Tipperary to teach in Corryglass School 
near Florencecourt, along with a Miss Beggs. She 
stayed in the Abbot’s House, while the Rector found 
her alternative lodgings. She married Sergeant 
Thornton and settled in the locality. Her daughter 
married George Cathcart and they both still reside 
in Bellanaleck. Mrs. Cathcart heard about Creenahoe 
House from her mother. One of the Carsons used to 
come ceilidhing along with Mr. Fawcett to Abbots. 
While Mr. Fawcett was usually fairly affluent, Mr. 
Carson often had financial problems and indeed 
claimed to have been ‘reared with the tinkers’. On 
one occasion Mr. Carson requested a small loan for 
some purpose. Mr. Abbot offered him £10 which 
apparently would have only filled a small hole in a 
large pot. Mrs. Thornton remarked to her daughter 
that fortune had appeared to smile on Mr. Carson 
shortly after this. Mickey McAloon’s Mother and 
Aunt both stayed and worked in Creenahoe House 
during the time that the Abbots lived there. 
Mrs. Cathcart believed that the house at Creenahoe 
had never been a tavern and that the tavern men-
tioned had been located closer to Letterbreen, on 
the back road, near Coulter's Shop, the house now 
being occupied by the McCutcheons. Another source 
told me that the tavern had indeed been located 
in the Creenahoe Townland, a few fields up from 
the house and that the stones left after the tavern 
was demolished, were brought down and used to 
build the Church of Ireland at Mullaghdun. While 
not wishing to discount either of these sources I 
personally would feel that the house at Creenahoe 
had indeed been the Fighting Cock. The style of the 
house, the out-houses ( coach house and stables to 

the back of the yard) and the location of the house 
adjacent to the road would bear testimony to this. 
The Buildings of Ireland N W Ulster, as well as list-
ing Templerushin Church, Templeneffarin Church, 
The Cottage (in Belcoo) and Garden Hill, also lists 
Creenahoe House as “ a large two-storey, four bay, 
Georgian farmhouse, thatched, with four ample 
chimney stacks along the ridge of the roof”. This 
would coincide with the dates of residency of the 
Armstrongs. According to the census figures of 1862, 
John Carson had offices and land, and James Arm-
strong had a house, offices and land in Creenagho 
townland so there was in fact only one house in 
the townland. It seems rather implausible that the 
Tavern would be demolished, and Creenahoe House 
built in such close chronological proximity. More 
plausible is the generally held belief that Creenahoe 
House was firstly the Tavern and then reverted to 
being the Church of Ireland Rectory, because the 
house belonged to Phoebe Abbot, nee Armstrong. 
Another reason for conjecturing that Creenahoe 
House had been the Fighting Cock Tavern is the 
close relationship in names. In Irish Creenagho is 
the “Boundary of the Hollows” and a few fields up 
to the right of Creenahoe House is a field known as 
the “Cock Hollows”. 

John T.H. Abbot was Rector of Mullaghdun 
for 42 years and died in 1915 aged 72 years. His 
successor was Edward J. McKew who was the first 
clergyman to occupy the Rectory of Heathdale. This 
continued to be the official residence of the Mul-
laghdun clergy until 1957. The Grahams bought the 
house from the Abbots in 1915 and sold it in 1926 
or thereabouts, when they moved to Letterbreen. 
In or around 1926, Mary A. Leonard (nee Doherty) 
came back from America and, she and her husband 
Patrick, bought the house and land at Creenagho. 
Mary Anne had lived in New York or some years 

and had worked in Reidy’s Restaurant, “a very 
famous restaurant” in New York. One of the Reidy 
family, when visiting Ireland a couple of years ago, 
called into Creenahoe House to visit Mary Anne’s 
people. She had been a very valued employee and 
that there was no-one like her. She had always been 
a very industrious worker. Mary Anne and Pat had 
one son, John P. who married Nellie McHugh from 
Moneygashel. They had six children, five daughters 
and one son - the present owner of Creenahoe House. 
Anthony Leonard, his wife Maureen and their four 
sons now reside in Creenahoe House. The house was 
renovated about 10 years ago. Around the time of 
the renovations, an invoice book for Boyd’s shop 
in Enniskillen, dating back to the 1880s was found. 
The amount of provisions ordered would imply 
that Creenahoe House was still entertaining large 
numbers of people . 
A great grand-daughter of John Abbot is living in 
Australia and has a mineral-water factory. They 
called to Creenahoe House a number of years ago 
when they told Mrs. Leonard that they had called 
their home in Australia, Creenahoe House, after 
their ancestors home in Ireland. 
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J Brennan Horse Gear

Horse Gear Milk Churns
By Gaby Burns

An ordinary Plunge Churn

The horse, to most of us, brings up memories of the past. 
We all associate the use of the horse with times gone by, 
before the motor engine and electricity. Indeed for later 
generations it is hard to imagine all the different types 
of machinery that our grandparents took for granted at 
the time. We assume that there are more machines on the 
average farm now than then. However it is amazing to see 
just how many bits and pieces of machinery  went into 
work of our grandparents and their parents. There is for 
example, in this area, a common piece of machinery that 
is certainly unique to this area and yet is not generally 
known about. I refer to the Horse Gear milk churning 
machine. Although this type of machinery was common 
in other parts of Fermanagh and Cavan its widespread 
use in this area makes it significant. Most people are 
aware of the ordinary milk churn, yet few realise how 
important  butter making was on farms in the past.

We must look to the time before the coming of the cream-
eries. In this part of Fermanagh this was the turn of the 
century, in north Cavan creameries did not become gen-
erally available till the 1920’s and 1930’s. Distance was 

a critical factor in the times before the coming of motor 
vehicles. It was not feasible or economical to send fresh 
milk from Belcoo to Enniskillen by horse and dray. The 
auxiliary creamery at Letterbreen was not open until the 
1900’s. Even then not everybody would send their milk 
to the creamery. So the only way to sell your milk was 
to turn it into butter.

Butter making was a major chore in those days but it was 
also one of the major cash earners. The woman of the 
house usually supervised the making of the butter, the 
other household members contributed to the work. Briefly 
what was involved was the 
use of the plunge churn which 
would take up to an hour of 
arm breaking work. This was 
preceded in some cases by 
leaving the milk in a crock 
overnight to help to separate 
the cream. Most people in this 
area churned  the whole milk. 
The butter, when it was made, 
had to be separated from the 
butter milk and this involved 
the use of a lot of clean spring 

water. No other water would do! If there was even the 
slightest trace of bad water the whole butter could go off. 
The butter merchants would check the centre of the but-
ter by drawing out a core with an augur and smelling it. 
Getting the butter to the butter market was an important 
task. Some farmers would, themselves, drive to Enniskil-
len, Blacklion or Kiltyclogher, taking butter to the butter 
market They might make it worthwhile by taking butter 
for some of the neighbours.There was a better price to be 
got by bringing it directly to the butter market. Others 
would bring the butter to the nearest shop. Some enter-
prising farmers would sell it direct to selected buyers. 
The butter was usually packed in a box called a "Butt", 
holding either 28lbs or 56lbs.  Many families, generally 
the woman of the house, had a name for consistently good 
butter. This would be due to a combination of factors. 
There needed to be proper preparation, cleanliness and 
the process had to be at a reasonable temperature - tim-
ing was important. In the summer keeping the milk or 
butter from going off was important. In the winter the 
churn of milk needed to be "scalded" - to bring up the 
temperature - if not done right it could spoil the butter. 
In early spring the milk was sometimes too thin to turn 
to butter. Of course there was also the quality of the cows 
and the type of grassland. Moss ground was reputed to 
be best for butter.

Most older people remember the ordinary churn being 
used. This is because for many years after the coming of 
the creameries people continued to churn butter for home 
use. However few remember the horse gear churn.  The 
horse gear generally went out of use at the turn of the 
century. Yet in this area many were used right up to the 
2nd world war. On one farm, in Gortahurk West butter 
was made with the horse until the 1950’s! It is strange on 
the other hand how short our collective memories are. 
Many people knew about the use of a horse churn by 
their family or neighbours but very few were aware of 
how widespread they were. At the same time they were 
not evenly distributed throughout the area. There were 
really only two distinct areas where they were common. 
The first area was from Corryglass West to Lattone/Agho 
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Standard Churn

This shows the complex gearing 
system used by the Pierce Churn

This is an illustration of a Pierce churn taken 
from a commercial brochure c 1910

and the second area was from behind Carson’s quarry 
over to Belmore. The strange thing was that you would 
have several in the one townland and then there would 
be several townlands without as much as one! One 
would have expected that only farms with enough cows 
would afford one. This was not always the case. Many’s 
a small farm with fewer than six cows would acquire 
one. When you consider that the keeping of a ginnet, 
horse or donkey was a costly affair the desire for the 
latest labour saving device must have been strong. On 
the other hand the animal could be used widely on the 
farm. The cost of the machine was again no deterrent to 
the determined framer. 
So how did they work? Basically they were a set of gears 
combined to a turntable pulled by the horse. The horse 
would walk around in a circle turning the large gear 
wheel - this in turn would turn a shaft which went to a 
wheel in the house, there would usually be a second set 
of gears midway along the shaft to speed up the rota-
tion. This can be seen on the illustration on the previous 
page. We shall however see that there were several other 
types which had all the gearing in the central turntable. 
Let us take an example. Let us say that the large turnwheel 
had ninety six cogs and this turned another cogwheel 
with twelve cogs then the ratio would be 8:1. (96/12 = 8)  
The intermediary gears would be 70 on the larger wheel 
and 14 on the smaller giving a further ratio 
of 5:1. The combined ratio would be 40:1. 
Therefore if the horse walked around the 
mill twice every minute the final revolu-
tions per minute (rpm) would be 80 rpm.
There was an amazing variety of types 
of machines in this area, several were 
of the same type. There was a machine 
which was completely made of steel and 
was made by J Brennan of Cootehill. This 
is the type illustrated on the previous 
page, an example of which can be seen 
at Ignatius Maguire’s. There are another 
two of this kind at Gortahurk West and 
Carrickmacsparrow. There was another 
type common to the area. Because they all 
share the same basic design I have called 

The next most common type is one that has actually 
disappeared from the area - that was the Pierce of Wex-
ford churn. Unlike the previous tw,o this one has all the 
gearing integrated into the central mechanisms,  with 
no intermediary gearing along the shaft.  This type of 
machine was apparently more vulnerable to being sold 
for scrap iron in the past, as the gearing was relatively 
easily removed and all that remained was the fitting 
shown below. This is all that can be found on many of 

the farms today - however it is enough to 
identify it as a Pierce churn.

this the "Standard" type. These generally don’t have any 
maker marked on them. The main gear is cast iron with 
a wooden shaft, usually missing, which went out to the 
horse. These came in a variety of sizes to match the size 
of the horse/ donkey and the size of the Milk churn 
inside. The normal milk hand plunge churn would hold 
up to ten gallons whereas these churns churned larger 
containers of twenty to thirty gallons. 

This is usually all that remains of 
the Pierce Churn today 
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Inside the house there was a variety of mechanisms 
for converting the circular wheel motion into an 
up/down motion to drive the plunge into the 
churn. Above is the most common type by far in 
this area however the Pierce wheel, below, would 
have been common at one time also. It used a 
counter balance method.

This is another spectacular horse gear found in this 
area. It is made by Doyle in Scotland. It is unique in the 
cast iron casing with all the gears integrated within. 
It is a beautiful compact machine.

Another ingenious way of reducing the amount of 
work involved was to use a spring attachment on 
the churn so all you had to do was to pull down and 
the plunger lifted itself up! There were some of these 
in this area.

Doyle Horse Gear

Glaik or Spring Churn

People were always keen to get the latest labour 
saving device. In regard to the milk churn this 
would be to get one of those new end over 
end churns. These had to be tightly clamped 
to keep them water tight. They were definitely 
much easier on the arm! Many people in the 
area will remember seeing these.

End over end Churn
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Sweathouses
A Report By Gaby Burns

It is strange that one of the most unusual monuments that 
is unique to Ireland is the least known, recorded or protected. 
Yet it is possible that they were very widespread throughout 
Ireland. Certainly there are parts in some counties where they 
were to be found in nearly every townland. 

Although there may be similarities with the Scandinavian 
and Turkish baths the Irish sweathouses are unique in many 
ways. In this short article I hope to look briefly at their present 
distribution and state of preservation. I will refer to reports on 
their mode of use in the past and hope to encourage further 
interest in their study, preservation and even possible repair.  
I also hope that further sweathouse sites may come to light.

There have been very few studies made of the uses and 
distribution of sweathouses. The first reference is by Latoc-
naye in 1797.1 Although a number of writers at the end of 
the last century referred to them,  no systematic study was 

undertaken until 1940 when Phyllis Richardson reported on 
the 25 sweathouses in North Cavan.2

  Further studies were 
done by the Archaeological Survey of Northern Ireland. The 
most comprehensive study was undertaken by Anthony Weir 
in 1979.3

 Weir produced the first (almost) complete list of 

sweathouses in Ireland and reported on his own visits to many 
of those in Co.s Cavan and Leitrim. I have made use of his 
records to visit and record the current state of the 120 or so 
sweathouse sites listed for Cavan and Leitrim. I have, to date, 
visited nearly all of these 
(and discovered a few on 
the way). These I have 
mapped, measured and 
photographed (that is 
when there was something 
there!). This article is both 
an interim report and an 
appeal for contributions 
from  people who may 
have some further infor-
mation to offer or better 
still a sweathouse site in 
their locality which has 
not yet been discovered 

or reported on. 

Modes of use
Although a fair amount has actually 

been written about sweathouse uses many 
questions remain unanswered. What is 
generally agreed upon is that there was 
a fire lit inside which would be kept 
burning for up to 24 hours or more until 
the complete structure was hot. Turf 
was generally used although in parts of 
Ireland where turf was not locally avail-
able wood, heather and brambles were 
used. (five donkey-loads were used at 
Corrakeeldrum, Co. Cavan, according to 
Richardson) The ashes would be swept 
out and the sweathouse was made ready 
for use. Some reports suggest that rushes 

were put on the floor and others that water was thrown on 
the hot stones, to create steam, however, there is no doubt 
that when several sweating bodies were inside the humidity 
need hardly be supplemented. Ordnance Survey maps refer 
to some sweathouses as vapour houses. It has been variously 

suggested that women, or men only, entered in groups of three 
or four. There are also reports of mixed groups or families. 
In any case they definitely all went in naked. Another issue 
is whether the users bathed in cold water afterwards. Some 

writers report this, whereas others clearly had 
received no such information. Reports I have 
received also conflict. It is most likely that 
the treatment varied from area to area, from 
ailment to ailment and possibly from person to 
person. Richardson identified quite a few sites 
nowhere near a water source. This suggests that 
water was not always a requirement. (unless 
buckets of water were carried a long way!)  On 
the other hand nearly all the sites in Leitrim 
are located near a stream.

Sweathouses  were used for a wide range 
of ailments,  rheumatism in particular. This 
was not surprising as the Irish for the word 
rheumatism is “pianta fuar” meaning literally 
“cold pains”. Latocnaye suggests they were 

regarded as a remedy for all ills:- 
Wherever there are four or five cabins near 
each other there is sure to be a sweating-
house, and no matter what may be the malady 
of the peasant, he uses this as a means of 
cure. 

Distribution
I have discovered that of the 120 or so  sweathouses re-

corded in Leitrim and Cavan just over a quarter of them are 
still intact, another quarter are in various states of ruin and 
over half have disappeared. Just over 20 of the 90 in Leitrim 
are intact and over half have disappeared. More than half of 
the Cavan structures are intact, a few in ruins and the rest have 
disappeared. (see distribution map). There are 32 recorded 
in Fermanagh 20 of those are in this locality - half have 
disappeared, only  seven are intact and the remainder are  in 
ruins. In the rest of Ireland there are records of as few as 30. 
This raises many questions. Do the records really reflect their 
original distribution or have they only survived in these areas 
where there was less “land improvement” or field clearances. 
It is likely that they were concentrated in various localities in 
the northern part of Ireland - early writers report their use in 

Distribution of Sweat-
houses in

 Co.  Fermanagh
by  Gaby Burns

 Mullan Sweathouse
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Co Cavan

Co Fermanagh

Co Leitrim

Drumcully

Meenarainey

Teebane
Tullygerravra
(1835)

Drumkeenagh

Mullan

?

Agho
(1835)

?

Corryderrybrock

Killyphort

Ballintempo

Killycreen West

Key:
Sweathouse intact

Sweathouse ruins

Sweathouse site only

Sweathouse report only?

Toppan

Sweathouses
around

Belcoo & Blacklion 1 Agho, 
2 Braade, 
3 Cornacully, 
4 Corraghy, 
5 Corragunt, 
6 Corraleek, 
7 Crockawaddy Glebe, 
8 Derrygurdry, 
9 Doon, 
10 Dromore, 
12 Glenasheevar, 
13 Lattone, 
14 Lergan, 
15 Meenacloybane, 
16 Mullan  (A & B), 
17 Scardans Upper, 
18 Sheetrim, 
19 Tievenavarnog, 
20 Tullinteskin, 
21 Tullygerravra, 
22 Tullysranadeega. 
 
1 Agho, 
2 Braade, 
3 Cornacully, 
4 Corryderrybrock 
5 Corraghy, 
6 Corryglass 
7 Corragunt, 
8 Corraleek, 
9 Crockawaddy Glebe, 
10 Derrygurdry, 
11 Doon, 
12 Dromore, 
13 Drumkeenagh 
14 Drumcully A 
15 Drumcully B 
16 Glenasheevar, 
17 Holywell 
18 Killycreen West 
19 Killyphort 
20 Lattone, 
21 Lergan, 
22 Meenacloybane, 
23 Meenarainey 
24 Mullan A  
25 Mullan  B 
26 Mullyard 
27 Scardans Upper, 
28 Sheetrim, 
29 Tievenavarnog, 
30 Toppan 
31 Tullinteskin, 
32 Tullygerravra, 
33 Tullysranadeega. 
 
Agho, 
Braade, 
Cornacully, 
Corraghy, 
Corragunt, 
Corraleek, 
Crockawaddy Glebe, 
Derrygurdry, 
Doon, 
Dromore, 
Glenasheevar, 
Lattone, 
Lergan, 
Meenacloybane, 
Mullan  (A & B), 
Scardans Upper, 
Sheetrim, 
Tievenavarnog, 
Tullinteskin, 
Tullygerravra, 
Tullysranadeega. 
 

List of sweathouses in Fermanagh

 
Sweathouse/townland Condition Comments 
Agho Site only On 1835 OS map 
Ballintempo Site only Fr Leyden’s notes, source: Ciaran Stewart/Joe maguire 
Cornacully Ruin Listed by historic monuments, 2/3 of wall still standing 
Corryderrybrock Site only Local report, source, Rhona McGowan,  
Corryglass Site only Fr Leyden’s notes, source Mrs P McGovern 
Drumkeenagh Site only Site confirmed 
Drumcully A Site only Local report, Denis Stewart, site confirmed 
Drumcully B Intact Confirmed, below Vincent Ferguson’s, source Denis Stewart 
Holywell Report only Fr Leyden’s notes, Canon McKenna 
Killycreen West Site only Fr Leyden’s notes - at Jas Leonard’s, site confirmed by John 

Gilmurry 
Killyphort Site only Fr Leyden’s notes - at Ned Corrigans 
Lattone Ruin Site confirmed, source, Ignatius Maguire 
Meenarainey Foundations visible Local report, site confirmed 
Mullan Intact In good condition, On 1835 OS map 
Mullyard Site only Site confirmed, John Gilmurry and James Lilly 
Toppan Ruin Fr Leyden’s notes, source Sean Stewart 
Tullygerravra Site only On 1835 OS map 
Tullinteskin Site only Site confirmed, source, Patsi Burns 
Tullyrossmearan Ruins Fr Leyden’s notes, source Pat McGourty 
 

 
 
 
Agho On 1835 OS map  
Ballintempo Fr Leyden’s notes, source: Ciaran Stewart/Joe maguire  
Cornacully Listed by historic monuments, 2/3 of wall still standing  
Corryderrybrock Local report, source, Rhona McGowan,   
Corryglass Fr Leyden’s notes, source Mrs P McGovern  
Drumkeenagh Site confirmed  
Drumcully A Local report, Denis Stewart, site confirmed  
Drumcully B Confirmed, below Vincent Ferguson’s, source Denis Stewart  
Holywell Fr Leyden’s notes, Canon McKenna  
Killycreen West Fr Leyden’s notes - at Jas Leonard’s, site confirmed by John Gilmurry  
Killyphort Fr Leyden’s notes - at Ned Corrigans  
Lattone Site confirmed, source, Ignatius Maguire  
Meenarainey Local report, site confirmed  
Mullan In good condition, On 1835 OS map  
Mullyard Site confirmed, John Gilmurry and James Lilly  
Toppan Fr Leyden’s notes, source Sean Stewart  
Tullygerravra On 1835 OS map  
Tullinteskin Site confirmed, source, Patsi Burns  
Tullyrossmearan Fr Leyden’s notes, source Pat McGourty  
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parts of Tyrone, Derry and Donegal. Milligan states:4

In the localities where the English and Scot-
tish settlers were in the majority it fell 
into disuse; but amongst the Irish-speaking 
inhabitants its value was fully known and 
appreciated.

However the absence of sweathouses  in other parts of 
Ireland except for a few outliers combined with the fact that in 
both Leitrim and Cavan they are clearly a localised phenomena, 
being confined to a fairly limited area in both counties, would 

suggest that the present distribution is a fair indication of their 
original distribution though they must have been much more numerous.
Local Distribution.
This area has the highest density of sweathouse sites in Fermanagh. This might be ex-
plained by the fact that this  area borders  North Leitrim. It is also likely that there is a 
large number of sites that have dissappeared from memory. Many of the sites that I found 
here were known to individuals, but each individual  was usually only aware of the one 
in  his/her own townland, few people knew of two or more, Fr Leyden's notes were the 
most comprehsive list available, yet it  also had missed some. Sadly most of the sweathuses 
have dissappeared. Some however are in reasonable shape, though many of these have 
fallen in during the last twenty years. 

 
Origins and Era of Use

So little is really known about these enigmatic structures that 
we can only guess as to their  extent and period of use. Even 
less is known about their origins. We do know that they fell into 
disuse with the coming of “modern” medicine and the arrival of 
dispensaries throughout the country. Writers at the end of the last 
century were already having difficulty in finding people who could 
remember the sweathouses  in use. Richardson  reported in 1939 
that “Most elderly people can remember the Cavan 
sweathouses in use about forty years ago”. I have 
even met some people who claim they remember the “old ones” 
using them. However we can take it that they were in widespread 
use in the early 1800s and well before that. 
Their origins are in much doubt as Richardson suggested:-
I would indeed be tempted to suggest that the Danes, raiding up the Shan-
non, introduced a custom known also in Finland. But it cannot be proved 
that the Irish sweathouses are not earlier than the Danish invasions; and 
the two Ulster groups lie in somewhat inaccessible mountain districts, 
whither foreign influences would have been slow to penetrate.

On the other hand it is hardly likely that they are a very ancient feature for  surely there would 
have been some mention of them in historical references. Furthermore the uniformity in their 
structure would imply a relatively rapid spread in their use and building over a fairly short period 
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of time, a few centuries rather than millennia, so allowing 
little time for evolution or vast differences in design or use. 
I have actually spoken to one man who could tell me about 
his wife’s mother and grandmother having had a sweathouse 
built because they didn’t like having to cross several fields 
to use a neighbouring one. It was  fashionable at that time. 
Indeed fashionability might have had an influence on their 
original spread.

Structure
One of the things that make sweathouses  a feature unique 

to Ireland is their structure. As Weir points out their design is 
so functional that variations are not great.  I have suggested 
another reason for this above. They are mostly beehive-shaped 
using local roughly cut or uncut stone with no mortar. They 
invariably use a combination of lintel stones and corbel-
ling. (Corbelling is a building technique using overlapping 
stones to form a conical arch so avoiding vertical supports 
or horizontal beams/large lintels - the whole structure using 
counterweighting.) They are usually built against a bank 
or on rising ground. However there are some very fine free 
standing examples. They are generally from 1.5 to 2 metres 
high inside with a similar diameter giving an almost spherical 
interior usually with an earthen floor. The internal dimen-
sions invariably allowed only three or four people at a time. 
The doorways are always small (rarely higher than 70 cms), 
so that they can be blocked up easily, and sometimes have 
elaborate entrances up to 1.5 metres deep. It is amazing that 

the naked users endured further discomfort in that they had 
to get down on their knees to enter. Reports of “chimneys” 
vary. It is most likely that there was always sufficient venti-
lation between the loosely packed stones to allow the fire to 
burn and the smoke escape. These draughty holes gave rise 
to some funny stories, Richardson reports one woman who 
recalled that when she was a girl it was a prank to remove 
clothes from a door-way and go off with them. I have heard 
variations on the same story. 

Conclusion
In Conclusion there is much we still don’t know about the 

Irish Sweathouse and its place in Irish folk life. Whatever 
folk memories remain these are literally dying away. The few 
remaining sweathouses are deteriorating.  A number have been 
scheduled for protection under the Historic Momuments Act 
(NI)1971. In the South a few have been taken into care by the 
Office of Public Works. However no authority accepts overall 
responsibility for their upkeep or protection. The research to 
date  is limited, unco-ordinated and largely unpublished. I will 
publish in booklet form all my findings, photographs, maps 
and measurements of the 50 or so structures remaining and I 
would appreciate any information in the meantime.  
 
 The following is an almost  complete list of Townlands with 
records of Sweathouses
Co.  Cavan:  Barran, Coppanaghbane, Corcashel (A & B), Cor-
radeverrid, Corrakeeldrum (A & B), Corraquigley, Corratawy, 

Corratober Lower,  Creea, Derrylahan, Derrynananta, Dowra (A 
& B), Edenmore, Gubaveeny (A & B), Garvagh, Gowlat, Legeelan, 
Legnagrow (A, B & C), Meenaslieve, Moneen, Moneygashel, Port, 
Teebane, Termon, Tullaghyrory, Tullynafreave, Tullynamoyle.
Co. Letrim:  Altkeeran, Alteeenacres Glebe, Annagh Upper  (A & 
B), Annagh, Ardvarney or Bronagh, Aughrim, Barlear, Blackgardens, 
Barrs East  (A & B), Brackary More, Briscloonagh, Brocagh Upper, 
Bronagh, Camderry (A & B), Canbeg, Carrickrevagh  (A & B), Cleen, 
Cleighran More, Cloonaghmore or Meenkeeragh, Cloonaghmore,  
Cornamore , Coollegreane (A & B), Corglass, Cornageeha (A & B), 
Cornagillagh , Coraguillagh  (A & B), Cornamucklagh North (A&B), 
Corraweehil Glebe  (A & B) , Cortober  (A & B) , Cuiltia, Cuilties, 
Cullentragh, Dergvone  (A, B & C), Derreenageer, Derrintawy Glebe, 
Derrinvoher or Knockacosan, Derrynahona, Doolargy Glebe, Dru-
minalass, Drumnafinnila, Fertagh, Geaglom, Greaghnaglogh, Gort-
nalibbert, Gortahork, Gortnasillagh East, Gowlaun,  Gubnaveagh (A  
& B ),  Killadiskert  (A & B), Kilarga, Killooman, Kilmore, Kilnagarns 
Upper, Kiltyfeenaghty Glebe, Knockacullion  (A&B), Lacoon (A 
& B), Larandill, Laghty Barr (A & B), Liscuillew Lower, Lisdarush, 
Lisnabrack, Loughaphunta Barr, Loughros  (A & B)), Meenkeeragh  
(A, B & C), Pottore, Rossbeg Glebe, Rossmore, Sradinragh, Srana-
garvanagh, Srangross, Stralongford, Tonlegee, Tullintowell, Tul-
lynacross, Tullynahaia  (A & B), Tullyskeherny, Tullyveacan   (A & 
B), Tullywana  (A & B)
Co. Fermanagh:  Agho, Braade, Cornacully, Corryderrybrock, Cor-
raghy, Corragunt, Corraleek, Crockawaddy Glebe, Derrygurdry, Doon, 
Dromore, Drumkeenagh, Drumcully (A & B), Glenasheevar, Holywell, 
Killycreen West,  Killyphort, Lattone, Lergan,  Meenacloybane, Mul-
lan (A & B), Mullyard, Scardans Upper, Sheetrim, Tievenavarnog, 
Tullinteskin, Tullygerravra, Tullysranadeega.

1 Latocnaye “A Frenchman’s Walk Through Ireland 1796-7". 
2 Richardson, P “Sweathouses between Blacklion and Dowra, County 
Cavan” U.J.A. (3rd series) 2, (1939) 30-35 
3 Weir, Anthony “Sweat-houses and Simple Stone Structures in 
County Louth and Elsewhere in Ireland” Co. Louth Archaeological 
Journal 1979
4  Milligan, Seaton F, The Ancient Irish Hot-Air Bath, J R S A I XIX 
(1889) p 268-270

Gortatole,                                
Florencecourt, March 95 

Sweathouse, Cornacully

Sweathouse, Drumcully B
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Black Pigs Dyke
(Contributed)

Fortifications of open passes between lakes, bogs and 
forests were common in the Northern Ireland midlands.  
These dykes, or fosses, stretched from 3-6 miles and pro-
vided a means of concentrating traffic at defined crosses.  
Though this was not enough to stop the advance of 
raiders, it did prevent cattle thieves from driving cattle 
across open land.  A deep-sided fosse
proved a threatening deterrent, forcing the raiders to 
escape via the heavily defended crosses.

It is probably safe to assume that the passes were used 
as roads, which the dykes straddled.  The construction 

of the ditch, or fosse, must have been well thought out.  
According to O. Davies, evidence shows that “where 
the dyke runs along a slope, the bank is always on the 
lower side, where it runs up a slope or on level ground, 
there are banks on both sides.”

De Visme Kane, in his papers of 1909 and 1917, traces 
the Black Pig’s Dyke, though, in reality, the line he draws 
fizzles out and all but disappears at times, held together 
only by his vivid imagination. O. Davies gives a more 

Map from Ulster Folklife Vol 3

Based upon map in  Ulster Folklife Vol 3
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recent account (in his 1930ish?? dissertation The Black 
Pigs Dyke).  He explains that Kane traced the northern 
line of the dyke from Bundoran- Kiltyclogher-Scotshouse-
east Monaghan-to Dorsey. The next 8 foot wide section 
starts in Gubmanus, a few miles up the Kilcoo valley. It 
continues this way from Gubmanus bog to Upper Lough 
Macnean from bog to bog. 

In some places the dyke is rock-cut.  When running on 
level ground there are traces of bank on each side, else-
where it is on the north and the dyke is overlooked from 
the south.  The Ordinance Survey map fails to show the 
dyke immediately behind Kityclogher.  It is likely that 
it ran across the ridge between two bogs and has been 
levelled since.  The old road which straddled this dyke 
has disappeared - it probably ran higher and east of the 
modern road, utilizing the cleft between Manorhamil-
ton and Kiltyclogher.  It approached Kiltyclogher along 
the ridge, skirting the village to make for the narrowest 
crossing of the Kilcoo valley.

How it continued on towards Enniskillen is unclear.  
Because there was a dense forest between Derrygonnelly 
and Enniskillen the road is likely to have run near Upper 
Lough Macnean along a hillside above forest level. This 
was probably replaced in the 18th century by the road 
which now runs parallel to the modern road.  The only 
trace left of this ancient road is the Old Rossorry Road 
near Enniskillen.

The dyke’s next stretch (as outlined by Kane) is south 
of Scotshouse to Corrinshigo, running across ridges to 
Lattacrossan and continuing on to Belturbet-Redhills-
Scotshouse-Cumber Bridge-Clones, though it is broken 
and inconsistant in places.  The Dorsey is almost certainly 
part of the Dyke, straddling the old coach road from 
Dundalk to Armagh.

In places where the Dyke appears broken it is possible 
to speculate that there once were large areas of bogs or 
forests which themselves would have proved inpen-
etrable and thus impossible through which to drive 

cattle, eliminating the need for constructing any further 
fortification.  Similarly, large bodies of water could also 
have provided natural barriers against raiders.

It is generally accepted, based on political traditions, that 
the Black Pig’s  Dyke from Donegal Bay to the Dorsey is 
the frontier of the Old Ulster Kingdom.  O. Davies traces 
it extensively in his dissertation (as mentioned above), 
and so, let it suffice here to portray only this abridged 
boundary description.  Next, let us look at the folklore 
surrounding the Dyke.

The Folklore of the Black Pig’s Dyke
According to RS Rogers, the “pure form of the myth 
is found in South Armagh” and coinciding stories are 
found in N. Cavan, Meath, Westmeath, and N. Leitrim, 
as well.  He relates the story as it was told to him by John 
Quinn, Lattone, Kiltyclogher, upon whose land were 
traces of the Dyke.

“A man remarked that his son was greatly failed and he 
was going to school and he says to him what is the cause 
he says that you’re so much gone everyday: you’re get-
ting the same diet as the rest of the family.  The young 
lad says, ‘the master puts us into different shapes, and 
he makes me a hare and the others hounds and they run 
after me.  And I run at the same fret as a hare every day.  
And then through the powers of this book he turns us 
back every evening to our usual selves.’  Then the father 
says to him, ‘I’ll go to the school tomorrow.’  So the father 
goes to the school and he says to the teacher: 'Is it true 
that you can do these things?’  And he said he could, so 
he says, ‘Change yourself now into a pig.’  So the master 
turned himself into a pig, and the man took the book, 
and the master was in the form of a pig and he couldn’t 
take it from him and he burned it in the fire.  So the pig 
lost his senses altogether when he saw this and he ran 
through the country tearing up the land as he went. And 
somewhere in the neighbourhood of Tullaghan he ran 
into the sea and was drowned.”

This is the most widely distributed version of the myth, 

though variations exist where it is the boy’s mother who 
changes the school master into a pig.  In other renditions 
the story ends with the prophecy that there will be a great 
war in the valley of the Black Pig.  In parts of Cavan 
the dyke is known as “The Worm Ditch” (pronounced 
“wurrum”), which defines the dyke as the place where a 
monstrous worm wriggled its way through the country, 
throwing up a rampart on each side of its track.
Indeed, many variations of this story exist aiming to ex-
plain the occurrence of the Black Pig’s Dyke.  Whatever 
the case might be, the folklore surrounding this ancient 
fortification is an important part of local history.

The Folklore of the Black Pig's Dyke, R S Rogers, Ulster Folklife Vol 3 Part 
1. 1957.
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John White John White

FROM THE BANKS OF ERNE TO BOTANY BAY:
JOHN WHITE (c.1756-1832).

SURGEON-GENERAL OF NEW SOUTH WALES
by E. Charles Nelson

National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, Dublin

The contribution made by Irish men and women to the 
development of society in Australia during the early 
years of the colonization by Europeans has received 
much critical attention in the past year, and undoubtedly 
more will be said and written in the months to come 
as the celebrations of the bicentenary of the founding 
of New South Wales continue. Yet there is a persistent 
silence about the Irish men who had prominent positions 
within the First Fleet, which transported that original and 
hapless cargo of convicts, and later within the colonial 
establishment once they had landed at Botany Bay. The 
silence can be explained partly by the failure of Austral-
ian historians - past and present - to take up biographical 
information published fifty years ago about John White 
surgeon of the First Fleet, and the chief medical officer 
- the Surgeon-General - in the new colony. Inadequate 
research has also contributed to the omission. Perhaps 
too we have been at fault, reticent to trumpet a paean 
for John White who was the first Ulsterman (a native of 
County Fermanagh) to live in Australia.

BIRTHPLACE OF JOHN WHITE

As I have chastised former historians for their failings.. 
I must give due credit to the Revd. Harloe Dundas for 
his careful research during the last decade of the 1800s 
and the early years of this century, and for publishing 
the first accurate account of John White’s origins. Harloe 
Dundas was a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, and 
is best remembered as author of Enniskillen, parish and 
town: his research notes about John White, from whose 
sister he was descended, survive and are now deposited 
in the Fermanagh County Museum. In 1938 when the 
150th anniversary of the founding of New South Wales 
was being celebrated, Dundas took the opportunity to 
correct inaccurate accounts about Dr. John White. On 

29th January, 1938 a note from the Revd. Dundas was 
printed in the Belfast Newsletter, stating that John White 
was a native of Fermanagh. His father was John White of 
Drumaran near Mullaghdun and his mother was a Miss 
Lendrun of Fivemiletown. A few years earlier a legend 
arose that John White was a native of Sussex, that he 
had been born in Brighton or maybe Worthing where he 
was buried. There is no documentary evidence nor any 
recorded family traditions to support this account of his 
origins which is simply based on the spurious argument 
that his final resting place was also his birthplace, an 
unwarranted assumption that is not worthy of serious 
consideration. Alas it has held sway and John White is 
generally claimed as a Sussex man, not as a native of 
Fermanagh. Harloe Dundas’s statement may be traced 
back to a conversation he had during Christmas 1895 
with his grandmother Mrs Sarah Dundas (nee Boyd), 
who stated she was a niece of John White - her mother, 
Jane Boyd, was Dr White’s sister. The conversation is 
recorded in the Revd. Dundas’s notebook. Unfortunately 
the parish registers for Mullaghdun do not extend back 
into the eighteenth century, and those covering the critical 
period 1750-1760 for Cleenish (from which Mullaghdun 
was separated early in the nineteenth century) are not 
extant, so that it is impossible to obtain a record of John 
White’s baptism. But records of his brother and his father 
have been traced in the Registry of Deeds, King’s Inn, 
Dublin, and it is certain that the White family farmed 
on the slopes of Belmore Mountain, in the townland of 
Drumaran during the late 1700’s and the early 1800s. 

CHILDHOOD AND EARLY CAREER

John White’s father had land at Drumaran, and John was 
born about 1756; we do not now his date of birth and 
can only calculate it roughly as it is stated that he was 
75 years old when he died in 1832. He had at least one 
brother named Thomas and one sister Jane who married 
Edward Boyd.

Mrs Jane Boyd used to talk to her daughter about John 
White, and from these childhood conversations Sally 

Dundas recalled mere fragments. She remembered being 
told that in boyish play the future Surgeon - General of 
New South Wales would cry out ‘Make way for General 
White’ and that he had been educated at the Royal School, 
now situated at Portora. There is no record of John White’s 
schooldays, for Portora has not been a good custodian of 
its registers; we can only surmise from White’s elegant 
book and his skill as a surgeon that he received a good 
basic education which fitted him for a place in a university 
and taught him more than the basic principles of writing; 
we may also surmise that he roamed the hills around 
his boyhood home and learned there to appreciate the 
natural world. The Fermanagh landscape with its fertile 
drumlins, heathery moors and meandering rivers is a fine 
playground for bright lads, but it does not prepare even 
the most adventurous young naturalist for the shocking 
delights and the arid contradictions of New Holland.

I have been unable to trace John White’s progress through 
school and University - he may not have gone to a uni-
versity but the little that is known about his early career 
suggests that he must have spent time somewhere study-
ing the rudiments of medicine. This is signalled by the 
fact that on 26 June, 1778 John White became a surgeon’s 
mate on H.M.S. Wasp.

Naval surgeons were given their warrants by the Navy 
Board, but before any man could take up service on a 
ship he had to be examined by the Court of Examiners 
of the Company of Barber-Surgeons, the precursor of the 
Royal College of Surgeons. Before being examined by the 
Company, most candidates had studied in the medical 
faculties of the Scottish universities, Glasgow, Aberdeen 
and Edinburgh, those which had not been to university 
may have spent time apprenticed to an apothecary. There 
is no indubitable record of John White at any Scottish 
university nor at the University of Dublin in the 1770s, 
although there is a possibility that he was the John White 
who studied at Edinburgh between 1773 and 1775. The 
examination by the Company was somewhat perfunctory 
on occasions but the examiners would usually question 
a candidate about anatomy, physiology and surgery, and 
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John White
about particular surgical cases or diseases. That John 
White succeeded in passing such an examination surely 
indicates that he had undertaken some study in a medical 
faculty. On 18 June, 1778 at the Court of Examiners in the 
Theatre of the Company of Surgeons in London, in the 
presence of Robert Young (Master), Joseph Warner and 
Richard Grindale (wardens), John White was examined 
and qualified as a surgeon’s mate, first rate, which meant 
that he could serve on a naval vessel with 100 guns and 
780 men. Eight days later he was aboard H.M.S. Wasp 
and served as surgeon’s mate on her until 27 February, 
1779. On 1 March, 1779 he transferred to H.M.S. Chatham. 
Less than one year later, on 17 February, 1780, John White 
returned to the Company of Surgeons to be examined for 
promotion to the rank of surgeon. He was successful, and 
was promoted surgeon fourth rate - a fourth rate ship 
had from 280 to 365 men and 50 to 60 guns.

At this time John White was still serving on H.M.S. 
Chatham, but on 24 July 1780 he moved to H.M. S. Orford 
and remained with that ship until 13 October. He was 
then appointed surgeon on H.M.S. Sulphur and took up 
duty on 20 October. For two and a half years he served 
on H.M.S. Sulphur and later held postings on H.M.S. 
Cyrus (28 February, 1783 to 12 June, 1784)  H.M.S. Ariel 
(13 June, 1784 to 29 November, 1785) and finally on 
H.M.S. Irresistible (26 June, 1786 to 27 November 1786). 
While surgeon on these vessels John White saw service 
in India and the West Indies.

BOUND FOR BOTANY BAY

Sir Andrew Snape Hammond (1738-1828), Commander-
in- chief at the Nore, had his broad pennant in H.M.S. 
Irresistible and was impressed by the qualities of the 
ship’s surgeon. It was Hammond who, in a letter dated 
16 October, 1786, recommended John White to Evan 
Nepean as a suitable man to serve as chief surgeon on 
the convict fleet which was being assembled for the long 
journey to Botany Bay, Hammond wrote Mr. White, the 
Surgeon of the Irresistible, is a candidate for Botany Bay. 

He is a young man of much credit in his profession, and 
of that sort of disposition and temper that render him a 
very proper person for such an Establishment. If no Sur-
geon is yet appointed, and you will do  me the favour of 
recommending him to Lord Sydney, I shall think myself 
much obliged to you and shall consider myself bound to 
Government for his good behaviour. White was about 30 
years old when he received his commission as Surgeon to 
the Settlement in New South Wales on 24 October, 1786 
and he left his post on H.M.S. Irresistible just over one 
month later on 27 November. Although he did not join 
the Fleet until 7 March, 1787 at Plymouth, White was 
involved in the detailed preparations for the voyage, the 
provisioning of the ships, the supply of medicines, and 
on personal matters including the engagement of Wil-
liam Broughton as his servant. As surgeon to the Fleet 
he received an annual salary of £182. l0s. 0d.

John White kept a journal which was published in 1790 
and was transferred into Swedish, German and French; 
its first entry was dated 5 March, 1787 when he recorded 
his departure from London with despatches relating to 
the Fleet and its convict cargo. For two months the ships 
lay at anchor either in Plymouth or on the Mother Bank 
near Spithead. On 13 May H.M.S. Sirius under Captain 
Arthur Phillip who was Governor of his Majesty’s ter-
ritories in New South Wales and commander-in-chief of 
the expedition, weighed anchor and the Fleet set sail for 
Botany Bay. John White was aboard the Charlotte, under 
Captain Thomas Gilbert.

White’s record of the principal events of the Fleet’s pas-
sage contains much that is routine but it also allows a 
few glimpses into his own personality. On 3 June the 
Fleet anchored in Santa Cruz,  at Tenerife, and permis-
sion was granted for the ships to obtain water and re-
freshments. On 6 June, 1787 White recorded the death 
of a convict, James Clarke, who had been sentenced at 
Exeter to seven years transportation for sheep stealing; 
he suffered from a dropsy, and White noted that Clarke 
... had been tapped for ten days before, and discharged 
twelve quarts of water. According to other journals the 

day also was marked by a ‘very elegant dinner’ hosted 
by the Governor of Tenerife and attended by all the of-
ficers of the Fleet, including John White.
On 6 August the Fleet entered the harbour of Rio de 
Janeiro, returning a salute of thirteen guns as it passed 
Santa Cruz fort. 15 August, the Feast of the Assumption, 
was a day of ‘great parade and gaiety’ in Rio, and John 
White seems to have spent it wandering through the 
crowds observing the festivities. He was a lusty young 
man, observant of fine details - the women when young, 
are remarkably thin, pale, and delicately shaped... they 
have... the most lovely, piercing, dark eyes, in the cap-
tivating use of which they are by no means unskilled... 
And he knew well what was said about the ladies of the 
town, of their ‘free, easy and unrestrained’ manners.

I know it has been asserted by some writers, that the 
women of Rio de Janeiro.. as soon as it becomes dark, the 
generality of them exposed themselves at their doors and 
windows, distinguishing, by presents of nosegays and 
flowers, those on whom they had no objection to bestow 
their favours, a distinction in which strangers shared as 
well as their acquaintances. That this might have been 
the case I will take upon me to deny, and impressed with 
the idea, on my first arrival I considered every woman 
as a proper object of gallantry; but a month’s residence 
among them convinced me that his imputed turn for 
intrigue is chiefly confined to the lower class, and that 
in general, the higher ranks are as undeserving of the 
imputation as the females of any other country.

On 4 September the Fleet set sail from Rio de Janeiro 
on the next and longest leg of its journey, making the 
eastwood crossing of the South Atlantic Ocean to the 
Cape of Good Hope. The ships dropped anchor in Table 
Bay on 13 October and once more such officers as could 
be spared from the duty of the fleet went ashore for 
refreshment. John White’s eye for the ladies of the Cape 
of Good Hope was acute as it had been in Rio. He was 
captivated finding them... lively, good-natured, familiar 
and gay. He obviously was amused by them.
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... at the Cape, if you wish to be a favourite with the fair, 
as the custom is, you must in your own defence (if I may 
use the expression) grapple the lady, and paw her in a 
manner that does not partake in the least of gentleness. 
Such a rough uncouth conduct, together with a kiss 
ravished now and then in the most public manner and 
situations, is not only pleasing to the fair one, but even 
to her parents, if present, and is considered by all parties 
as an act of the greatest gallantry and gaiety. In fact, the 
Dutch ladies... admit of liberties that may be thought 
reprehensible in England...

The Fleet stayed at the Cape for one month, departing 
on 13 November for the final passage to New Holland.

Land was sighted on 7 January 1788. The convoy of ships 
sailed northwards along the coast of Van Diemen’s Land 
which Abel Tasman had discovered almost one and a half 
centuries earlier. On 19 January, the Charlotte reached 
the entrance of Botany Bay, but not until the next day 
did the fleet enter the bay and drop anchors. Some of 
the officers landed to reconnoitre Port Jackson, the bay 
lying to the north of Botany Bay; it was decided that it 
afforded a much better situation for the settlement and 
anchorage so on 26 January H.M.S. Sirus with all the 
other ships left Botany Bay and anchored in Port Jackson.

In the evening, when all the ships had anchored, the Eng-
lish colours were displayed; and at the foot of the flagstaff 
his Majesty’s health, and success to the settlement, was 
drunk by the governor, many of the principal officers, 
and private men, who were present upon the occasion.

The penal colony was thus established and John White 
began his service as Surgeon-General to his Majesty’s 
Forces and to the Settlement in New South Wales. He was, 
indubitably, the first Ulsterman to set foot on Australian 
soil, and perhaps the first Irishman too.

FROM PARADISE TO HELL

First impressions can be badly wrong, John White was 

to write this in his journal under the date 26 January, 
1788, Australia Day, the foundation date for New South 
Wales: ‘Port Jackson I believe to be, without exception, 
the finest and most extensive harbour in the universe, 
and at the same time the most secure, being safe from 
all the winds that blow.’

The harbour certainly is fine and the fauna and flora of 
the adjacent country are fascinating; its botanical riches 
were, of course, signally honoured by the name Botany 
Bay which Captain James Cook bestowed on the anchor-
age following the astounding discoveries of Joseph Banks 
and Daniel Solander. John White was as impressed and 
during the first months of his sojourn in New South Wales 
busily collected plants and animals. On one of his trips 
into the hinterland of Sydney he found ‘in the distance 
of about half a mile, twenty-five flowers of plants and 
shrubs of different genera and species. Specimens of 
which (he) transmitted to Mr. Wilson... Thomas Wilson 
was an amateur naturalist who lived at Gower Street 
in London it  was to Wilson that John White sent his 
manuscript journal, and it was, Wilson who edited it for 
publication. The last entry in the journal is dated 11 No-
vember 1788, so that White must have sent it to England 
on the Golden Grove or the Fishburn which were the last 
two ships, form the original Fleet, to leave Port Jackson 
and return to England; they set sail on 19 November.

John White’s specimens reached Thomas Wilson safely 
and were exhibited in London at a meeting of the Society 
for Promoting Natural History on 6 July, 1789 when White 
was proposed as an honorary member of the society; he 
was elected on 7 September.- At the following meeting on 
5 October, some of the drawings prepared by Miss Stone 
from White’s specimens were exhibited. Meanwhile, 
White’s journal had been edited and was in press - it 
was advertised as... elegantly printed in one volume... 
illustrated with a great variety of PLATES... copied from 
Nature by Miss Stone, and engraved by the best Artists... 
‘The title was to be A Journal of a Voyage to Botany Bay 
in New South Wales, but when it was published early 
in 1790 that had been shortened to Journal of a Voyage 

to New South Wales. The book was indeed elegantly 
printed and was published by J. Debrett of Piccadily. It 
remained in print for several years during which period 
alterations and corrections were made to the first issue; 
four separate states of the book have been identified.

As the first copies of John White’s book appeared in 
London bookshops, he was composing a letter to one of 
his London friends, Mr. Skill, a butcher who lived in The 
Strand. In this harrowing epistle, Surgeon-General White 
told of the stark prospect ahead for all Port Jackson, for 
convict and freeman alike. The half rations would be 
further reduced... to such a proportion as will enable us 
to drag out a miserable existence for seven months. If 
no supply ships arrived in that time, White wrote, ‘the 
game will be up with us.’

The fertile botanical paradise of James Cook and Joseph 
Banks had proved to be cruelly deceptive; New Holland 
was covered by fascinating plants and was the habitat 
of extraordinary animals but it was also an inhospitable 
and infertile land with poor soil. No-one understood why 
the explorers had been deluded, but the colony’s crops 
had failed and fresh meat was unobtainable.

John White described New South Wales as ... 
a country and place so forbidding and so hateful as only 
to merit execrations and curses... without there ever being 
the smallest likelihood of its repaying or recompensing 
either. From what we have already seen we may conclude 
that there is not a single article in the whole country that 
in the nature of things could prove of the smallest use 
or advantage to the mother country or the commercial 
world. In the name of heaven, what has the Ministry been 
about? Surely they have quite forgotten or neglected us, 
otherwise they would have sent to see what had become 
of us, and to know how we were likely to succeed.’

So desperate were the settlers that the tiny Sirus was 
despatched - and it carried this letter - to Batavia to seek 
help and provisions, and John White
concluded with this; ‘Whatever may be my fate and that 
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John White
of my fellow-sufferers. God bless you all in England, 
prays your faithful and sincere servant...

On 3 June, 1790 salvation, it seemed, arrived... a large 
ship, with English colours flying, was seen entering be-
tween the heads into Port Jackson. The excited settlers 
were delighted and rushed to greet the Lady Juliana, 
only to find that she was a convict transport with 225 
of our countrywomen, whom crime or misfortune has 
condemned to exile. The exultation was quickly quelled 
when the First Fleeters realized that this was not a ship 
with a cargo of much-needed food but one with a squalid 
cargo of prostitutes. The Second Fleet had arrived.

JOHN WHITE AND RACHEL TURNER

One of the ‘countrywomen’ who reached Port Jack-
son on the Lady Juliana was Rachel Turner who had 
been sentenced on 12 December, 1787 to seven years 
transportation. Sometime after her arrival she became 
housekeeper to the Surgeon-General whose servant, 
William Broughton, had been appointed storekeeper at 
Parramatta in February 1789. Rachel Turner bore a son by 
John White; the boy was born on 23 September, 1793, and 
he was christened at St. Philip’s Church on 30 November. 
Despite his illegitimate status, Andrew Douglas White 
was not denied by his father and was to be Dr, White’s 
Australian heir and executor of his will.

John White had by this time been granted land, 100 acres 
called the ‘Kangaroo grounds’ and 30 acres on a cove now 
known as White Bay, and he had a house. But he was 
not happy in Port Jackson and was anxious to return to 
Europe. He applied for leave and this was finally granted 
late in 1794; permission came in despatches carried to 
Port Jackson on the Surprize which reached the colony 
on 24 October, 1794. The Surgeon-General left for Europe 
as soon as he could, taking a passage on the Daedalus 
which sailed from New South Wales on 16 December, 
1794. He never returned to Australia.

Rachel Turner remained in Sydney and just over two years 

after John White’s departure she married Thomas Moore 
in St. Philip’s Church - Moore was a free settler, not a 
convict, and became one of Sydney’s wealthy citizens and 
the founder of the Moore Theological College. Andrew 
White was only fifteen months old when his father left 
Australia, and he stayed in the colony until 1800 when 
he travelled to England with Captain Henry Waterhouse. 
JOHN WHITE’S FINAL YEARS

Surgeon-General John White was almost 40 years old 
when he returned to England; the Daedalus arrived at 
Cork on 28 June, 1795 after more than six months at sea, 
and White reached London by 29 July. In September he 
was restored to half pay and on 21 December resumed 
his career as a naval surgeon, taking up duty as surgeon 
on H.M.S. Spanker, a hospital ship. In August 1796 he 
transferred to the yacht Princess Augusta, but in Novem-
ber he moved again to H.M.S. Royal William. Meanwhile 
he was given an order to return to New South Wales - he 
had only been granted leave - as Surgeon-General. White 
declined to return. Instead he continued to work as a naval 
surgeon in England; from 12 December, 1799 he was at 
Sheerness Yard, whence he moved to Chatham Yard on 
24 September, 1803. Dr. White served at Chatham until 
he was super- annuated on 15 January 1820. His career 
thus ended in a most unusual manner: super-annuation 
was seldom granted to surgeons as they generally went 
on half-pay. He received a half-pay pension from the 
New South Wales revenue of £91. 5s. Od. per year at 
least until 1830.

Dr. White brought to England a further set of manuscript 
notes about the natural history of the colony. He wanted 
to publish it, and he sent it to Aylmer Bourke Lambert, 
but it was never published and the manuscript is now 
lost. Lambert was one of the leading naturalists in Lon-
don at this time, and he proposed White for election as 
a Fellow of the newly formed Linnean Society - White 
was elected on 19 January, 1796, John White attended 
meetings of the Society for Promoting Natural History, 
including the one on Monday, 6 March, 1797. He was 
granted the degree of doctor of medicine by the University 

of St. Andrews in 1797.

John White married and had three legitimate children, 
one son and two daughters,. It has not been possible to 
discover their dates of birth, nor their mother’s name, 
nor the date of the marriage. It is possible that White was 
married before leaving for New South Wales, but that is 
mere conjecture. His first wife died, but again no details 
can be traced, and nine years after he retired from active 
service, Dr. John White married for a second time. His 
bride was Mrs Elizabeth Hope, widow of Dr Robert Hope, 
and their wedding took place in St. Nicholas’s Parish 
Church, Brighton, on 22 April 1829. The Whites lived in 
Brighton, at 13 Bedford Square, on the sea-front, but Mrs 
Hope also had a house in Seymour Place, London. Dr 
White apparently moved to Brighton after 1827, accord-
ing to the records of householders in the town; he did 
not, however, live in Worthing although he was buried 
in St Mary’s Parish Church, Broadwater, on 27 February, 
1832; he had died on 20 February aged 75.

SOME THERE BE WHICH HAVE NO MEMORIAL...

There is a diamond-shaped slab of white marble in the 
chancel of St Mary’s Church bearing the simple inscription 
‘John White, M.D., R.N.-’ and in 1985 a second memorial, 
a small wooden plaque, was placed in the church by the 
Fellowship of First Fleeters to mark this burial place of 
one of the members of that infamous Fleet.

There is no memorial in Fermanagh to John White, 
nothing to commemorate the man who left the winding 
banks of Erne and became the Surgeon-General of New 
South Wales. He himself never wrote about his Ulster 
birthplace - his widow did not know he was a native of 
Ireland - but that does not diminish his role as one of 
Australia’s founders’

But men who write books need no tablets of stone to 
mark their resting places or their homes. John White’s 
memorial is his JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE TO NEW 
SOUTH WALES, which was illustrated with a great 
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variety of PLATES of Non-descript ANIMALS, BIRDS, 
SERPENTS, LIZARDS, curious CONES of TREES, &c &c., 
and other Natural Productions of NEW SOUTH WALES, 
copied from Nature by Miss Stone, and engraved by the 
best Artists...

Mount Hazzard - some notes (Contributed)

This place was in Co. Fermanagh and was the residence 
of Captain Robert Hassard High Sheriff 1719, eldest son 
of Captain Jason of Skea. 
The Hassards, one of the most notable families in Fer-
managh and now extinct
locally, had been treasurers of the Co. Fermanagh for 
over 157 years. 
The first treasurer was; 

* Jason Hassard, Mullymesker, who was an old man 
when he died in 1690. 
* His nephew, Jason Hassard of Skea and Mullymesker, 

succeeded and was ali in 1725. 
* Jason Hassard of Skea, who sold the Mullymesker estate 
to Mr Cole, ancestor of the Earl of Enniskillen, who sold 
it to Mr George Nixon, by whom the name was changed 
to Nixon hall.

* Robert Hassard of Skea and Levaghy (and sometime 
of Stoneville), elected treasurer on 5th October 1769. 

* Jason Hassard, Levaghey. 
* Richard Hassard of Carne succeeded. 
* William Hassard, of Gardenhill, who was treasurer from 
1813, he was shot on his own avenue when returning from 
Enniskillen in 1847. There were four residences of the 
Hassard family in Fermanagh, Mullymesker Gardenhill, 
Carn and Mount Hassard. 

The elder, Jason Hassard of Mount Hassard left Ferman-
agh to become a woollen draper in Dublin at the sign of 
the Golden Fleece. 
Jason died on 3rd June, 1745, leaving a son Robert, living 
1761, but the property came to Jason’s younger brother, 
Thomas Hassard, Kilnemadda and Mullylust to David 
La Touche for £500.
Thomas Hassard married 4th May 1743, Henrietta, daugh-
ter of David Chaig M.P. for Gowran and died 1775. Jason 
Hassard and his brother Thomas were half-brothers of 
lady Nugent and the Countess of Farnham, daughters 
of Mrs Robert Hassard by a second Marriage.

John White
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Townland map & Study Area topographical features.Examples of these 
are: Druim (ridge), Mullagh (summit), 
Beg (small), and Moin (bog). The second 
of these refers to human-made features, 
such as Gort (field), Cill (church), Dun 
(fort), and Cashel (stone circle).
 
County Fermanagh is unique in that it has 
managed to retain its Townlands, which 
include places such as Belcoo, Lurgan, 
Mullycovet and Rosscorkey Island.The 
oldest Townlands can be traced back to the 
12th century and it is believed that by the 
seventeenth century, most of Ireland had 
fallen into territorial subdivisions which 
were, infact, the forerunners of townlands.

When the Normans came to Ireland in the 
12th century they retained the Townlands 
when dividing the country into their own 
baronies.Though they Anglicized some 
of the townland names, for the most part 
they were left intact.Perhaps there was 
enough similarity between the Norman 

Townlands - their meanings

A Townland, by definition, is the basic 
unit of Irish land organisation. It rep-
resents the smallest measurement of 
territorial unit in rural areas. Essentially, 
townlands divide the land into who 
owns what and who lives where. Their 
boundaries often follow the line of some 
natural feature, such as a stream or a 
hill. The word townland was most likely 
introduced into Ireland as a substitute 
for the Irish “baile” which represents a 
group of farms or village. 

The names of Townlands are a valueable 
link with the past and usually reflect the 
first human influence in an area.Their 
names typically refer to two kinds of 
identifiable features.The first of these are 
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“bailey” and the Gaelic word “baile”, which both mean 
settlement.Later in the 17th century, during the great 
plantation of Ulster, townlands were an essential way 
of dividing land into tenancies. Because townlands had 
for so long represented legal boundaries and owner-
ship, they were established as the official placenames 
of the country.

To know the Townland name is to be able to read the 
landscape. We have Cornacully-”round hill of the 
church”; Corraderrybrock- “oakwood of the badger”; 
Mullaghdan- “brown summit”; and so on.
Valueable information about a given area is recorded 
in Townland accounts. For instance, the Townland 
of Ballysooragh (“the way by the stream”) is a small 
Townland which is situated 4 miles from Belcoo and 
3 miles from Letterbreen. Belonging to the parish of 
Cleenish, it consists of 51 acres, 1 rood and 32 perches. 
According to the census of Ireland, the population in 
1851 was 29 with 7 inhabited houses.Today there are 
21 inhabitants and 5 houses.

A list of the Townlands found in the Belcoo area (and 
their meanings) follows:-
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Abocurragh ”The Mirey Marsh” Irish: abar= mire,
puddlecurragh = marsh

Abohill” A ford or place where young men
play”Irish: ath = fordbuachaill = boys

Aghavass  “The field of the nut trees”
Aughrim ”The hill or ridge of the horse” Irish:

eachdhruim each= horse druim= ridge
Ballintempo  “Town at the turn” Irish: baile= town,

iompodh= turning
Ballysooragh ”The way by the stream” Irish:

scuirinidhe= small land patches Scruth=
river

Ballysroonagh   “The way by the stream”
Belcoo  “Mouth of the Hound” or “Béal Átha

Conga“ a narrow neck, a strait where a
river or lake contracts.”   

Carrickabweehan ”The well rock”Irish: carraig= rock
Carrickadranton ”Rock of the murmurings”
Carrickaloughran   “Loughran rock”
Carrickmacflaherty  “Flaherty's Rock”
Carrickmacsparrow ”McSparrow's Rock”
Carricknaseer   “Rock of the carpenter”
Carrontreemall ”The mound of the three hillocks”
Carrownalegg ”Quarter- land of the hallow
Cavancarragh ”Rough round hill”
Cavanmore ”The big round dry hill”
Cavantreeduff  “The tree brown hills”
Cleggan  ”The skull or round hill”
Coasan  “Windy place”
Cornacully  ”Round hill of the church”
Cornagee  “The round hill of the wind”
Cornahawla ”The bend of the orchard”
Corralea   “The grey conical hill”
Corrateskin   “Round hill of the march” Irish: cor-a-

tseiscinn
Corraderrybrock   ”Oakwood of the badgers” Irish: cor-a-

doire-broc
Corryglass ”Green round hill”
Creenagho ”The boundary of the hollows”
Crottan ”The humpy backed hill”
Dereens West  ”Little oak grove”
Dornagagh  ”A place abounding in round stones”

Irish: dorn = fist
Drumaran  “Ridge of the river” Irish: abhann= of

the river, drum = river
Drumawillan  “The mill at the ridge”
Drumconlan ”Ridge of stubbles”
Drumcoo  ”Ridge of the hound”
Drumcully  Ridge of the boars”
Drumelly   “Ridge of the cattle”
Drumharriff   “Ridge of the bull”
Drumkeenagh  “A well cultivated ridge”
Drumman  ”Middle ridge”

Gortahurk  ”The field of oats”
Gortatole ”Field to the left”
Gorteen ”Little tilled field”
Gortnaderg  “Red tilled field”
Greaghaphort ”The encampment on the coarse

mountain flat”
Greaghnagleragh  “The coarse mountain flat of the sheep”

Irish: greach= a coarse mountain flat
Kellagho  “Ford of the cows” (a crossing place)

Irish: coill-ath-na-mbo
Killycreen  “Sunny spot”
Killyphort  “Wood of the encampment”
Kilrooskagh “Wood or church of the marshy place”
Kiltyfelan  “Whelan’s wood” Irish O’Faolain=

Whelan
Lattone “Half hill” Irish: leath-ton= one side or

one of the two sides of a hill
Lurgan  “The long hill”
Meenarainey “Mountain meadow”
Meenawargy  “Meadow of the market” Irish: min-a-

mhargaidh
Moneyourgan “Shrubbery of peace” Irish: uaigneas=

solitude
Mullaghdan “Brown summit”
Mullaghmaddy” Summit of the dog”
Mullan  “Little summit”
Mullanawhinna   “Good grazing land” Irish: Mullan-a -

bhainne= land of the milk
Mullashellistragh “ Upper summit of the willow trees”

Irish: mul-a-saileoige= hill of willow
trees

Mullyard  “High summit”
Mullyardlougher  “Hill of the rushes”
Mullycovet “Look out point”
Mullyrusty  “Summit of the rich plot”
Mullynavarnoge ”Hill of the young men”
Ora Beg “Small yews”
Rahallan “Rath of salt” Irish: rath-sallainn”
Rushin “A little wood”
Slapragh “Rough bad land”
Teebane “White house”
Templenaffrin  “Church of the mass”
Tievebunnan “Hillside at the mouth of the river”
Tullybrack   Ora More “Hill of the Badger”
Tullynacor “Hill of the Crane” Irish: Tulaigh-na-

cor
Tullyrossmearan “ The hill of the wood of berrries” Irish:

smeir= blackberries
Tunadrum The back side of the ridge” Irish: toin=

backside
Toppan  “Hill” (a round mass)
Tullinteskin ”Little hill”
Tullybellina”” Tullyhill
Rosscorkey Island  “Wooded marsh” Irish: corcach=

marshnings) follows.

there was enough similarity between the Norman “bai-
ley” and the Gaelic word “baile”, which both mean
settlement.Later in the 17th century, during the great
plantation of Ulster, townlands were an essential way of
dividing land into tenancies. Because townlands had for
so long represented legal boundaries and ownership,
they were established as the official placenames of the
country.

To know the Townland name is to be able to read the
landscape. We have Cornacully-”round hill of the
church”; Corraderrybrock- “oakwood of the badger”;
Mullaghdan- “brown summit”; and so on.
Valueable information about a given area is recorded in
Townland accounts. For instance, the Townland of
Ballysooragh (“the way by the stream”) is a small Town-
land which is situated 4 miles from Belcoo and 3 miles
from Letterbreen. Belonging to the parish of Cleenish, it
consists of 51 acres, 1 rood and 32 perches. According to
the census of Ireland, the population in 1851 was 29 with
7 inhabited houses.Today there are 21 inhabitants and 5
houses.

A list of the Townlands found in the Belcoo area (and
their meanings) follows:-
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Lattone

Key to occupiers in Lattone
L1 Jimmy Boylan (Paddy & John McGourty)
L2 Michael McGowan (James & Mick McGowan)
L3 (Jack McGourty)
L4 (James Brennan) (Nellie McGowan)
L5 Nano Kavanagh -The Barracks
L6 (P Maguire, Ady &  Catherine) - the Dispensary
L7 Aiden Murray (Roger Gallagher)
L8 (Patrick Fleming)
L9 (Frances & John McGourty)
L10 (Hugh Keaney)
L11 Ignatius Maguire

Lattone

L1

L8

L6

L5

L4

Drumcully

L2

Cornacully

L10Lattone

L3
Meena-
raineyL9

Slapragh

Cc1

Cc2

Teebane

Cc3D1

D2
D3

D5

D4

D6 D10
D7

L6

L11

Mr1

Mr2

Mr3
Mr6 Mr8

Mr7

Mr9

Mr5

M10

Sweathouse site

Hedge School Site

Slapragh

LATTONE HALF A CHILD - by Ignatius Maguire

Lattone is made up of 570 acres of very poor land in 
the most westerly point of the Parish of Cleenish. It is 
separated from Garrison Parish by the Lattone river and 
from County Leitrim by Lake Lattone. The amount of 
land covered by the lake is about 70 acres. Legend has 
it that a castle stood in the valley where the lake is now, 
in the 10th century. There lived a chieftain in the castle 
along with his young wife who was known for her great 
beauty. After he married her he cast a spell upon her 
thus preventing anyone else from seeing her. However 
he boasted to the folks around about the great woman 
he had, so the people pressed him to get one look. This 
angered him greatly and he said - come - when the 
people made their way towards the castle, the water 
rose and covered it. It was then that a lady of striking 
appearance was sighted on the shore for centuries after. 
The anonymous poet wrote of THE LONELY LADY 
OF LAKE LATTONE 
 “While gazing through limpid waves
 One can see the quivering outline of its walls” 
In the course of its history the lake has claimed two 
victims. In 1802 a man named Gallagher sat on  the 
Aughavanney shore with a friend called Burns 
chatting in the evening sun. Gallagher noticed 
the length of his shadow and remarked that 
it would take a very long coffin to fit him. 
Afterwards the two went in for a swim 
and Gallagher took cramp and went 
under. On 7th July 1846 two men 
who were good friends sailed out 
from the Aughoo shore. However 
relations got strained half way 
out, one of the men whose name 
was King, a policeman in the lo-
cal barracks was accused by his 
friend for being after his wife.  
After a struggle King was thrown 
overboard and was lost. His body 
was recovered in 40 foot of water 

beside where the boathouse is now. The place is called 
King’s Point to this day. In 1923, two Maguire infants 
had a lucky escape. They climbed into a boat which was 
moored on the east shore. While they were in the boat 
an easterly gale arose and broke the tying, blowing the 
boat across the water to the opposite shore. They only 
suffered shock

The Giant’s stone on the Lattone - Tullyrossmearan 
border on the road side near Tom Keaney’s was said to 
have been thrown by Finn McCool from O’Briens Rock 
at an enemy who was hiding among the oaks, which is 
now the bog. The tracks of Finn’s fingers and thumb are 
clearly visible on the stone.

Legend also has it that in 1668 a very bitter frost -30° 
driven by an Easterly wind was so fierce that it froze 
the waves in their shape on the lake. The worst wind 
in history blew for a day and night in 1839. It was said 
that a number of men was trying to hold down a stack 
of hay about 200 tons, the wind lifted the stack and all 
and landed them down near Derrylin.

The Old Coach road which was brought through the 
townland at about 1800 was a great advantage to the 
people. The road was made straight up and down hill,  
so that the wagon or coach drivers could have a good vi-
sion to the front and rear and could have a better chance 
of escaping if attacked. Fields along the roadside at the 
bottom of hills were converted into “STABLE PARKS” 
where horses were kept by residents and used with 
extra traces to help out to pull up the hills, the wagon 
loads of about 3 tons. The stable parks were also used 
by drivers to rest their weary animals which would be 
sweating heavily after travelling for hours and hours 
under the blazing sun. Two of such Stable Parks can be 
seen in Lattone. In 1817 a wagon arrived in the area and 
stopped at the foot of the hill. The people living near by 
were awakened during the night by the neighing of the 
animals. It was discovered that the driver had died in 
his seat on his way from Derry and his horses went on, 
on their own.

LATTONE LOCATIONS

In 1855 there were 8 families residing in Lattone plus the 
local Constabulary. One hundred and forty years later 
there are five, about three of these are connected directly 
with those of far-off days.
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Lattone
In West Lattone where Jimmy Boylan, (L1 on the map), 
lives today the occupiers were Paddy and John McG-
ourty. The McGourtys came from Doobally, Co Cavan 
previously and were a generation ahead of Big Denis and 
Tom. There was a remarkable discrepancy between these 
two, a neighbour describes them as being 6 ft 3 in and 
3 ft 6 in They died in the late twenties. Mick McGovern 
came here in 1930. The land contains the highest peak 
525 feet - and also a spring well which done the local-
ity. There is also a stone circle used centuries before for 
impounding cattle.

In Michael McGowan’s place, (L2 on the map), his father 
Mick and grandfather James take us back to about 1870. 
They used to keep bees for years. In Hughie Keaney’s 
were his father Hugh, born about 1904, his father James, 
His father Hugh and further generations before that. They 
are related to Harrens and Corrigans etc. The land where 
Lattone bog is and adjoining hill is known as the Dough 
land pronounced du-a. Frances and John McGourty lived 
there, (L9 on the map), in the late century and came from 
Dough area of Leitrim before that.

In Jack’s house, (L3 on the map),  with its long grassy 
lane about 300 metres,  which has remained unchanged 
since it was made some time after 1800. It was called 
Jacks after John McGourty who lived there in 1860. 
Felix Leonard’s mother was brought up there roughly 
from 1910-1920. A family of Rooneys lived there until 
1925. The last Rooney - Joe, left for Glasgow. James Tady 
Duffy moved in from Aughoo in 1925 and left to live in 
Glenfarne in 1932. A Rossinver man Joe McGowan and 
his wife Kate from 1932-1937. Johnnie Gilgunn, his wife 
Maggie and family moved in in 1937 and remained until 
Johnnie died in October 1957.
Johnnie Thomas Pat Hughdie, as he was also known was 
born about 1875 in Glenfarne. He fought in the Boer war 
in 1899 in South Africa and the first world war. He also 
chased whales in the North Atlantic and was well known 
for his accurate predictions. He was also interested in lo-
cal history and fixed up some of the landmarks around 
the house. The sites include a very old Granite Gate 
post, a very old animal shelter for pigs and poultry etc. 

A sweathouse (talked about by Denis Stewart), a lime 
kiln (talked about by Jimmy Timoney). A stone circle, 
a covered well and a soothouse. A soothouse is a very 
small thatched house about 4ft X 4ft with no chimney. 
A little fire of turf is lit in late harvest and simply kept 
smouldering with wet sods until the spring when the 
hut is half full of ashes and the soot laden roof sods are 
ready to collapse. The roof is then broken up and the 
soot and ashes spread on ridges as potato manure. It is 
found only in very poor areas such as West Connaught 
or West Ulster. The long grassy lane has been a talking 
point down the years. A tired postman who complained 
about its length was told by the resident if it was any 
shorter it would not reach the house. Many dances and 
card games were held there as well as Land League 
Meetings in the 1880’s. It was noted that people such as 
Rev. O’Neill of Garrison and P McGrisken of Kiltyclogher 
attended such meetings.

At the end of the long lane on the left hand side of the 
road is the remains of a turf wall cabin. (L4 on the map) 
People who were unable to pay the rent were removed 
by “Emergency Gangs” to such places. A man called 
James Brennan was put in there after he was evicted 
from Glenfarne. He died there in l876. A woman called 
Nellie McGowan was also put there and died in 1907.

In Nano Kavanagh’s place, (L6 on the map),  there was a 
barracks before the Great Famine. Local tradition has it 
that the Barracks was set up to eradicate "hare Poaching"! 
The barracks was then moved up to the hill top beside the 
road. The house at the bottom was then a public house 
when P. Maguire lived there. Paddy’s brother Andy and 
his wife Catherine started the Lattone Dispensary, (L6 on 
the map),   about the year 1870, and was carried on by 
their daughters Rose Ann and Maria and later by their 
nephew Freddie. Notable doctors who came, were Kelly, 
McGarrigle and Clark. Nano Kavanagh is now living 
where Lattone National school was, (L5 on the map).

Where Aidan Murray lives now, (L7 on the map), a Roger 
Gallagher lived in 1860. He must have been an ancestor 

to Hughie “Ellen” Gallagher who died about 1939. John 
McGrath lived until about 1945 when Dinney Murray 
came down from Meenarainey.

On the corner below Aidan Murray’s, (L8 on the map),   
lived Patrick Fleming who married Mary Maguire - sister 
of Andy, and Thomas who lived further up the lane. He 
was young when he died and Mary died in 1914.

Where Joe “Thomas” Maguire lived the Maguire family 
has moved into its seventh  generation in Lattone, (L11 
on the map), where I live today. Evicted from Boho in 
1739 for  having “A little extra  meat”, Hugh Maguire and 
his family moved into the little cabin about 5 foot high. 
After Hugh came Tom followed by Paddy who was there 
in 1835, then Thomas, 1844 to 1926 who was a cousin of 
Andy of the dispensary. Joe followed him 1899 - 1982. 
In 1908 there was a total of 17 in that house. The little 
barn at the back was used as a hedge school before the 
national school was built. In 1870 the Landlords intro-
duced a “Poor families Scheme” to churn more butter 
at little extra cost, so as to keep the tenants away from 
mischief. The Lattone Churn Mill was introduced at that 
time. Mills were previously used in England for 70 years 
by the maker Barrett of Reading. In Ireland the chief 
manufacturer were Victor Pierce of Wexford Engineering. 
The Lattone Mill was made at Cootehill Foundry under 
the manager Joseph Brennan and commenced operations 
in 1883. Horses were harnessed to a gearing mechanism 
which was turned as they walked around it. The gears 
were connected to the churn wheel inside the dairy by 
an underground driveshaft. The mill ceased working in 
1926 since the coming of the creamery. The machine was 
kept oiled over the years and is still moving.

Another resident in the area in 1860 was John Feely, the 
first teacher in Lattone school.

The first bicycle in Lattone was owned by Joe Rooney 
about 1922. Four men walked down to Belcoo to collect 
it, however, they decided to celebrate before they came 
home and became heavily intoxicated. They had great 
difficulty in wheeling it. It was knocking them down 
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coo was at an all time low as the war went on. Auxillary 
policeman Plumb was killed in a shoot out on the streets 
of Garrison. Top I.R.A. man Michael McLoughlin was 
hit 14 times at Scribbagh when men burst into his home 
with hand guns. He was nick-named “Bullets” and lived 
to be an old man. The school lessons had to be taught in 
the school master’s house until the school was rebuilt 
in 1924. The Black and Tans however made a surprise 
raid one Sunday in 1923. They rounded the people up 
after Mass and raided houses and made numerous ar-
rests and removed all the men down to Tully cross for 
questioning. Some were removed to prison ships, others 
deported and most were set free. Things settled down 
somewhat in 1925 and calm was restored.

Lattone bog was opened early in the century . As many as 
100 men would be there at one time. When the turf was 
won and stacked they were so well built, rising out of the 
morning mist like the pyramids. The turf stacks epitomise 
the combination of art and practice achieved by those 
whose lives are close to the soil. Lattone people I know 
have the experience of life on the land concentrated on 
their faces. Hard taskmasters but never asking a man to 
do anything he is not capable of himself. Always hanging 
on grimly to the traditional past to such an extent that a 
pony cart which was made by Willie Collum of Kilty in 
1894 and worked at the meeting of the roads at Aughoo. 
The same cart is still working in Lattone to this day.

Lattone
At the beginning of the twentieth century most fu-
neral arrangements and undertakings were done by 
Joe McGriskin, Kiltyclogher with his hearse and pair 
of horses. Kilty was also the main market town. The 
market was every Friday with the fair day every 14th 
of the month. Great crowds of people would be there. 
On the Friday the Lattone folk would go to the market 
with their eggs and butter loaded on their donkeys and 
creels, and travel, in by Ross. The main butter buyer was 
Frank Lunny, he would travel out by train to Glenfarne 
station and would travel to Kilty by horse-car. He was 
held in high esteem by Lattone people and never was 
known to reject a box of butter. He was father of former 
F.D.C. Chairman.

In 1931 The English Government imposed sanctions on 
the 26 counties government when De Valera refused to 
pay annuities. All trade was stopped and the peasants in 
the south had no outlet. Some went over to England to 
seek work leaving quite large herds behind. Six county 
cattle dealers then went over the border and bought 
droves of cattle at a cheap rate, £2 per head and £2. 10 
shillings for heavier cattle. Drovers were paid a shilling a 
head for driving. The townland of Lattone was the main 
course for the droves of cattle (about 100  head) going 
northward out to Boho.
Six county authorities were in full alert and for the next six 
years there was great excitement along the border. Some 
people were caught and got jail. Hundreds of head were 
seized and lots of money was made by being successful. 
The best known smuggler was known as Pat “Ghost” 
Duffy. For his job of wrong footing the police he was 
a tactician of the highest calibre. He was the only man 
who was ever proved to be two places at the one time.
In 1937 a local man Paddy “yankee” McGowan was 
starting work with Joe Maguire and was down there at 
daybreak with the milk - one can full of milk, the other 
can full of stones astride his ass. He got caught up with 
a drove of cattle and constable Mullaly arrived at the  
same time. He called halt and then fired a shot from a 
revolver which went through the neck of the can which 
contained the stones missing Paddy by about a foot. 

Paddy said “It could be worse, it could have hit the 
milk”. Paddy is buried in Holywell (17th March 1975.) 
The can is still to the good at Lattone. In 1937 De Valera 
agreed to pay £10,000,000 over a long period of time and 
the smuggling ceased.
On November 3rd 1914, John Redmond leader of the Irish 
party visited the Foresters Hall Enniskillen along with 
Joe Devlin and Dillon. He had gathered a hugh army of 
Irish volunteers to join in World War 1 His scheme was 
greeted with widespread approval. A massive crowd was 
there to meet him including all the clergy, Fr. McMahon, 
Arney, Fr. McCabe, Derrylester, Fr P. H. Maguire, Derry-
gonnelly. John Redmond thought that if the Irish helped 
the war that they would get independence in return. 
Signs along the road said “I’ll go too and join the British 
Army and fight for Ireland”. Commemorative mugs to 
mark the occasion were given out in the locality. Some 
of these mugs were still in Lattone around 1964 but were 
lost during renovations. The mugs had pictures of the 
THREE men on them. A number of men from the locality 
including some from Kilty were killed at the Dardenel-
les. After the Easter Rising followed by the Tan War. A 
period of lawlessness swept the area and curfew was 
imposed. The "A" Specials were fully mobilised and 
their job was to keep a close watch on their neighbours. 
People were ordered to quench their lamps at a certain 
hour. The high command of the Republican Movement 
ordered, in return, that groupings called local defence 
volunteers be set up in some areas including Lattone. A 
local central committee was formed of seven men. The 
response to the call was great. Lattone old school was to 
be taken over for military training during an eight week 
period in the summer of 1921. 
The man who was training them was from Tullynacloy, 
Kiltyclogher named J. Gallagher ex-British Army. One 
group of 80 men would train for a, fortnight with a week’s 
rest. Then a second group of 80 then would go for two 
weeks and so on for the eight weeks. There were 240 men 
in all. They would go for runs in the hills and learned the 
theory of warfare. Later the school was burned by the 
I.R.A. to prevent it being re-occupied by crown forces. 
Relations with "A" and "B" Specials of Aughoo and Kil-
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Lattone Barracks
 (Contributed by J. Timoney)

It is a well-known fact that in earlier years a police station 
or barracks, as such buildings were termed during the 
period, stood in a field close by on the west side of the 
original school at Lattone. The barracks was approached 
by a laneway leading from the main roadway, some few 
hundred yards distant. The roadway was the main route 
and it formed part of the old Enniskillen Belleek Coach 
Road. The laneway was  known and is still described as 
the “Barrack Lane”.

At this point, an area of bogland lay alongside the main 
roadway. This area of bogland belonged to the ‘Ann Gray 
Estate’. Many tenants living on this estate had plots of 
bog banks, where they cut their supply of turf. Horses 
with carts, donkeys with creels and turf in bags, lined 
the roadwayside - all hands being engaged in drawing 
the turf to their respective homesteads. Across the road-
way from the 'Barrack Lane', there lay what was known 
locally as the 'Bog-hole' or 'Sand-hole'. It was from this 
hole that all the water was drawn for use in the nearby 
school and police barracks,
Amongst the personnel stationed in the Constabulary 
Barracks at Lattone, was a policeman named Carroll. He 
married a local girl named McGoldrick, who lived with 
her parents in the family home at Cornacully. This family 
home is now in the possession of the Jones family. After 
this marriage took place, Mr Carroll was transferred to 
Dublin, where he and his wife remained and reared a 
large family. Some years afterwards, the McGoldrick 
family sold their family home in Cornacully, and came 
to reside in Carrickaloughin, Belcoo, on a holding which 
they had purchased. The family remained there until 
they eventually died out.
Whilst living in Dublin, the Carroll family and their 
children continued to visit Fermanagh and their family 
members in Carrickaloughan. It is understood that the 
Carroll children enjoyed their visits to their uncles, Peter 

Lattone
and Conn, who were in later year the only surviving 
members of the McGoldrick family. One member of the 
Carroll family Bridget, became a frequent visitor to Car-
rickaloughan, It was here that she first met  her future 
husband, Thomas Parker, Mullyard, Belcoo, Tommy and 
Bridget, as both were affectionately known, got married 
and continued to live in Mullyard, where they reared a 
large family, many of whom are still alive, and some of 
whom are now living in the Belcoo district.
Records show, that on 1st June, 1887, the Constabulary 
Barracks closed down for the last time and the police 
stationed there were permanently withdrawn. This fact 
speaks well for the good conduct of the people of this 
district of Co. Fermanagh and of Co. Leitrim. The Lat-
tone police district covered areas of both counties during 
those years. 
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By Gerald McNulty

The townland of Meenarainey meaning “Mountain 
Meadow” is situated in the western part of the parish 
of Cleenish.
Meenarainey  containing 313 acres, 2 roods and 6 perches 
of mainly poor quality land is about 1/2 mile from the old 
Enniskillen to Belleek road. It is about half way between 
Belcoo and Garrison. The nearest village is Kiltyclogher 
in Co Leitrim. Kiltyclogher or Kilty as it is usually called 
locally is only about five miles away but if you were to 
travel by car it is about 20 miles since the roads leading 
to it were blown up several times by the British army 
during the 1970’s. Some of these are open again.

From Meenarainey one can see Cuilcagh mountain on 
the Fermanagh Cavan border, the Big Dog near Der-
rygonnelly as well as many more high peaks. One can 
also see Lough Macnean (upper) Lattone Lake and the 
Atlantic Ocean at Bundoran. As well as seeing a lot of 
Fermanagh one can also see parts of Counties Cavan, 
Leitrim, Sligo and Donegal.

In 1862 the parish of Cleenish included two Unions, “The 
Union of Ballyshannon” and “The Union of Enniskillen”. 
The townlands of Drumcully, Tullybellina, Lattone, Tully-
rossmearn, Cornacully Meenarainey, Slappragh, Teebane 
and Tullinteskin plus some of the parish of Boho were 
in the “Union of Ballyshannon”.

People often passed through Meenarainey walking to 
and from the dances and card playing in all the houses. 
Some of the stiles and stepping stones that people used 
to go to the villages and to Holywell chapel still exist.

Meenarainey is well known for its good supply of spring 
water and good quality building stone. Some years ago 
there used to be acres of potatoes and vegetables.

According to Griffiths valuation 1862 the landlord was 
John M. McElroy and the occupiers were James Ward, 
Edward McGrath, Owen McNulty, John McHiggin, 

James Murray, Thomas Murray, Terence McCaffrey, Felix 
Leonard and Alice Ward.

In 1879 a man called Patrick Burns was born in Meen-
arainey and in his early 30’s he fell into bad health and 
being unable to do much farm work he moved to Monea 
and began to write poetry and plays. He had a contract 
with the Cork Examiner and supplied stories every week.

Barney McNulty and his wife and family was closest to 
Belcoo. (Mr1 on the map)  Barney was one of the best 
stone masons around. Murrays was next,  (Mr2 on the 
map), where a couple of generations lived, Dennis and 
his wife Ellen and their family. One of the family, Dinny, 
was the last to live there (about 1945 or 1946) but he 

bought the land and house of his brother-in-law John 
McGrath in Lattone. He sold the place in Meenarainey to 
his next door neighbour Hugh Gallagher for about £ll0.  
(Mr3 on the map).  It was Peter McCaffrey who owned 
it before Hugh. Hugh had worked there for a few years 
and McCaffrey’s gave him the house and land. Peter Mc-
Caffrey’s wife and Hugh Gallagher’s Mother were great 
hard working women. It was them who made the lane 
from the house to the Cashels (150 yards). Gallaghers 
had the first out-houses in the townland with iron roofs 
and best stone work about.

The Cashels is one of the best fields around and would 
have been used for safe keeping of cattle many years ago. 
Another small field that Hugh used to call Cornawinchie 
is of equal quality and is also surrounded with very high 

stone ditches. Hugh always maintained that if 
you left your walking stick down in either field 
at night you would never get it. It would be 
covered with grass in the morning.

The next farm is belonging to Fergusons and 
had Cashels too. The Fergusons were a very 
hard working family.

Where Benny McNulty and his wife and family 
now live used to belong to Felie Leonard. (Mr5 
on the map)  Benny’s father, Barney, bought it 
many years ago for around £130. Benny had the 
first concrete lane and cattle grids in the townland 
about 1970 and the first tiled roof about 1970s. 
He also had the first electric and telephone.

Felie Leonard the previous owner had a shop 
there up until about 1920. Felie was a Co. 
Councillor and got a Council Cottage built on 
his land. The main contractor was Tom Keaney, 
Drumkeenagh. The stone work was done by 
Francie Timoney, Aughoo and Barney McNulty, 
Meenarainey.
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Meenarainey 
A lot of people who lived in it afterwards were Dinnie 
Murray, Felie Leonard and Jamsie McNulty before being 
sold to the Ferguson family. Peter Ferguson got it reno-
vated and it became the first house in the townland to 
have a garage under the same roof. In order to get from 
that house to the road the shortest way is to cross into 
Cornacully and out into the road which is still only a few 
yards from the house.

Where Judges,  (Mr7 on the map), and McNultys,  (Mr8 
on the map), now own was belonging to McHiggin, going 
back about 5 or 6 generations ago a son and daughter 
lived in McHiggins'. A man called Eugene McNulty came 
from Ballyshannon and married the McHiggin woman 
and the land was divided. The McHiggin  home was 
where Judges byre now stands. The Judges, Pat and wife 
and family came from Teebunnan to look after Owenie. 
They got the land and a man called Thomas Owens from 
about Glenfarne built the house for them with the help 
of Pat Judge and his brother Francie . The stones were 
got on Barney Ferguson's land beside the crooked river. 
All the material was left on the site first and the house 
was built in 6 weeks. There was a door opening left in 
the gable and a chimney left up through the wall from 
the outside for an extension which was never done. The 
sand was drawn from Clougherbug (about 2 miles away) 
on asses with Soogans. A soogan was like a saddle made 
out of straw and covered with a bag and the sand could 
be filled into it. A man called James McGrath burned 
the lime for it in the lime kiln. Almost every farm in 
the townland had at least one lime kiln. There was also 
a sweathouse on that farm. To get a cure for colds or 
pains you would have to get the fire going and stay in 
the sweat house until the sweat was running out of you 
and then wrap a few blankets around you before going 
home to get into bed.

Judges house was the first dwelling house in the town-
land to have an iron roof done in 1938. Where Eugene 
McNulty lived the house had been renovated on differ-
ent occasion the last time being the upper room being 
built by Hugh and Pat McNulty. Pat died on his own hill 
when he was about 60.

Barney McGraths was the next house,  (Mr9 on the map),  
and Barney's uncle Harry used to live about 140 yards 
away, and after Harry went to Scotland the stones from 
the house were carried to build byres at Barney's. The 
price was £2. Barney’s son Eddie still lives on the McGrath 
farm. The last house near the Garrison parish was belong-
ing to Wards and although it has passed through a few 
hands since it is still called Wards land and after some 
of the Wards died Peter and Johnny Quinn came to stay 
with their first cousin Maggie Ward. Down in the corner 
of that farm where Meenarainey ends there was a hedge 
school. It closed before 1900, the pupils had to bring their 
own chalk and had to pay the teacher, the last one being 
Master McMorrow from about Kilty.

Meenarainey Band made up of the following: -
Francie Timoney, Aughoo   Big drum
Phil McTeggart, Ora   Big drum
James McNulty    Wee Drum 
Barney McNulty   Flute
Peter McTeggart   Wee Drum
Francie McGuinness   Wee Drum
Felix Leonard    Flute
Johnny Judge    Flute
Tom McGrath, Slappragh  Cymbals
Dinnie O'Brien, Augherwanney  Flute, Fiddle

They wore a green sash with harp and shamrock, walked 
to Belleek and back to Felie Leonards and played the 
whole way.

Meenarainey had mummers too.

1. Pat McNulty (Captain)
2. Peter (Barney) Timoney  (Flute)
3. James Quinn (Biddy Funny)
4. James Judge
4. Phil Judge
5. Barney McNulty
6. James McNulty
7. Dinney Murray
8. Hugh Quinn, Slappragh

9. Barney Ferguson
10. Joe Ferguson
11. James Ferguson
12. Peter Barney
13. Dinnie O’Brien
14. Pat Jones

Hats were made by James and Phil Judge and Pat McNulty.

Meenarainey being situated about two mile from the 
border was always a place where smuggling was always 
a great temptation. As well as people from the townland 
itself smuggling, other people passed through it mainly 
from the Boho and Derrygonnelly areas.  Less than half 
a century ago it was not strange to see a man walking 
towards the border with a 2cwt bag of sulphate or flour 
on his back. Other things being smuggled out from here 
were tea.

Eggs were being smuggled in here. Cattle were being 
smuggled in here too. The police would often call to 
count the cattle on your land and even there were no ear 
tags then, you had to account for each one, where you 
bought it and when you bought it. The hens could be 
counted too especially if you were selling too many eggs 
per week. It was very unusual for a hen to lay more than 
one egg per day. There was a lot of money for smuggling 
in sprigs for fixing shoes too. It was surprising to see how 
many sprigs could be packed into the frame of a bicycle 
after the saddles was removed and when replaced could 
go unnoticed. 
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By Rhona McGowan

The Gaelic for Corraderrybrock is Cor-a-doire broc and it 
translates as ‘Oak of the Badgers’. It is not surprising that 
the townland acquired this name as badgers are plentiful 
in the area to the present day. Colloquially the townland 
is often referred to as Cordybrock or just simply Cordy. 
Four adjacent townlands are Mullinaweena, Mullanshel-
listragh, Cornacully and Slapragh. According to Griffith’s 
valuation of 1862, the total acreage in Corraderrybrock 
was 297. The landlord was Thomas Hamilton Jones and 
the tenants were Alexander Flood, Cormac McCann and 
brothers Patrick and Denis Leonard. Patrick and Denis 
Leonard were nicknamed the Carmans, because they were 
well known for churning and selling butter which they 
delivered in a horse-drawn cart. They sold the butter in 
many places including Enniskillen for a shilling a butt. 
The Leonards owned 37 acres. When Denis Leonard died, 
Patrick, his wife Margaret and their children John, Packie, 
and Annie who was called Cissie,  took over the running 
of the farm. They grew corn and sold it to a local Mill, 
but some of the oatmeal they used to make bread or the 
traditional stirabout. They owned three cows, the milk 
was used for themselves and the remainder for making 
the butter. The house was small with two rooms and a 
kitchen. The roof was thatched, this house was demol-
ished, but a new dwelling house has been built near to 
the original site. Cissie Leonard married John McGovern 
of Mullylusty, their daughter, Kathleen lives in this new 
house with her husband, Pat McGowan and their four 
children (Cd4 on the map). Mr and Mrs McGovern are 
themselves living in Belcoo. (Rhona McGowan is their 
grandaughter) Lunnys owned 45 acres which was bought 
by Patrick McGourty who farmed it until he died(he 
lived in Mullanawinna, M1 on map). Lunny’s house is 
only a ruin now (Cd3 on the map). The land is owned 
by Patrick McGourty's nephew, Owney Kerrigan and is 
farmed by the McGoverns. Michael McGovern lives at 
Cd2.  Michael's  grandfather who came from Glan, bought  
225  acres from the Gallagher sisters. The original home 

place is at Cd1 on the map.  He was a cattle-dealer, and 
he walked to all the neighbouring fairs around. There 
was a lot of McGoverns in this district so they gave them 
the nickname of the Mickey’s. (Michael was a brother of 
James, the Bushman, Vincey's father and of Dan, Sean 
Dan's father (formerly of the Half Way Inn). He had three 
sons, Patrick (now deceased), Peter and  Jimmy. When 
his son Jimmy got married, Michael left the land and 
house to him. He moved to Greaghport. Jimmy is now 
deceased, but his wife son and daughters still live there 
and continue to work the farm.
The land in Corraderrybrock is poor but contains many 
natural resources for example two spring wells. One 
well contains marl water and is situated on Leonard's 
land, the other contains spa water and is situated on 
McGoverns land. A tradition which is becoming a rarity 
in a fast changing world is still carried on in Corrader-

rybrock. This is water from a local well being utilised for 
domestic use in nearby houses. The well on Leonards’ 

land supplies the McGowan Household. The well on 
McGovern’s land supplies the other two households. 
However pipes have been laid by the Department of 
Environment to bring the mains supply to Corrader-
rybrock but so far the department seems to be lacking 
the necessary water to fill these pipes. There are two bog 
banks enabling the farmers to be self sufficient in terms 
of domestic fuel. Trees that grow locally are mainly alder 
and sally. The sallies were in great demand in years gone 
by for use in the thatching of byres and dwelling houses. 
The fields in the townland were divided by stone ditches 
and given names, for example the wet field the sloe field 
, the spring-well park, the paddock and the black hill. 
The black hill got its name from the Black river which 
flows through the town land. It rises in Clogherbog and 
flows into upper Lough Macnean, Corraderrybrock 
shares the small lake of Alaban with the neighbouring 

townlands of Mullinaweena. This lake is located in 
the centre of Ballintempo forest but it is fenced off 
as it is precarious to cattle grazing in the vicinity. 
Two sites of Historical importance were situated 
in the townland of  Corraderrybrock. The Stone 
Circle which is still in existence on the Black 
Hill and the sweathouse which was situated on 
land but which is now non-existent as a result of 
excavation work. Representations of the Famine 
Road are also evident in the townland. In the long 
Summer evenings of bygone days a crowd of men 
gathered on the road outside Leonard’s house to 
pitch pennies. Two men kept a look out for the 
police as this pastime was illegal. The men often 
spent their Sundays fishing in the Black river with 
home-made rods. As well as being an enjoyable 
hobby, fishing also provided trout, which were 
often very welcome at tea-time,  as the people 
were obviously less affluent in those days. In early 
days the people of the town-land went to the local 
Church, and the children attended Saint Patrick’s 
Primary school in Corryglass. 
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By Mrs M Dolan

The townland of Drumkeenagh is situated on the main 
Belcoo Garrison road, six miles from each village. Drum-
keenagh is made up of a total of 104 acres . In 1862 there 
were five families living in this townland now, in 1989 
there are only three. At the back of Drumkeenagh land 
part of the hills is sand and part of the shore is also sand. 
Mr. Tottenham was supposed to have drawn sand in a 
steam tug boat to Glenfarne but the tug boat was brought 
out into deep water in Lough Macnean and sunk.

At the far end of Drumkeenagh lane lives the Tom 
Keaney’s, (Dk1 on the map). Tom’s family originally came 
from outside Kiltyclogher. Tom’s great-grand father mar-
ried Rose McMorrow from Glenfarne. They had a large 
family Their son Thomas then married Ann Burns from 
Carran West, Garrison. They had 10 children, some of 
whom married and lived in the surrounding  area. John 
lived in Belcoo, Charlie outside Blacklion, Hugh lived with 
Tom in Drumkeenagh. Hugh and Charlie never married. 
Margaret married John Gilgunn and lived at Lattone. 
Tom married Kate McGourty from Tullyrossmearn. They 
had 9 children. They include Joe who lives at Drumcully, 
Packy and Mena who reside at home Dympna-Mrs Frank 
Lilly, Kathleen-Mrs Terry Clancy, Tom, Cornacully, Teresa 
in England, Mary, Kiltyclogher and Margaret who died 
many years ago. The present Tom’s father, old Tom as we 
called him drew the creamery along with his brother Hugh 
with horses and drays from Lattone Cross to Carson’s 
Quarry along the main road in the late 30’s to the early 
40’s. Then the lorries started to collect around the road. 
Tom Keaney owned a grocer and provision store in the 
late 30’s and early 40’s. Tom had a horse and sidecar for 
taking brides to the church to be wed.

The next house was Maria Keaney’s, (Dk2 on the map). 
Maria married James Melanophy. They had two sons 
James and Frank. Neither boys got married. Frank emi-
grated to America in the late 1800’s but later returned to 
Drumkeenagh where he died a short time later. James 
died in the early 60’s. Patrick McGourty then owned the 
farm but he sold it to Eugene Keaney of Greaghport who 

still retains possession of it.

The next farm to James Melanophy’s was Daniel Dolans, 
(Dk3 on the map). Daniel’s daughter Ann got married 
to a man called Philip McTeggart. Daniel gave Ann the 
house and farm in marriage. Philip and Ann had 8 chil-
dren who all emigrated and died abroad 

The next farm belonged to James Keaney, (Dk4 on the 
map). James married Ann Keaney from Cornmore, Co. 
Leitrim. Ann died on her l02th birthday in October 1901. 
They had a small family. Their son, James married Rose 
Ann Keaney from Meenagh Co. Leitrim. They had 14 
children. James was the treasurer of the Holywell branch 
of the United Irish League. Centenarian it would seem 
were numerous in Belcoo. Two daughters married locally 
in Glenfarne and the son James married and resided in 
the homestead. The other 13 emigrated. They are all dead 
only two girls. James had one son Patsy who resides in 
the home place with his mother. James was the local 
postman in the early 30’s and early 40’s.

The next farm to James Keaney’s belonged to Daniel 
Dolan, (Dk5 on the map). Daniel married Rose Keaney his 

next door neighbour. Rose would be the present Patsy’s 
great grand aunt. Daniel and Rose had 9 children, some of 

whom emigrated and more married locally. Their son John 
married Ann McGowan from Corracloona Kiltyclogher. 
They had 9 children. 4 boys all of whom emigrated to 
the States and some married locally. The only surviving 
member of this family is Maggie Greene who is 90. The 
original house was situated further up the field from the 
present house. John Dolan better known as Red John 
drove a horse and car. You could get from Drumkeenagh 
to Belcoo on the horse and car for one shilling

The townland of Drumkeenagh has water flowing both 
sides of it. To one side is the Black River which separates 
Drumkeenagh from Tullyrossmearn and Tullybellina. To 
the lower side of the land is Lough Macnean. The lough 
separates us from Co. Leitrim. Legend has it that it was 
in Drumkeenagh lane that the Race of the Black Pig took 
place. We don’t know exactly where the race started but 
it ended on land in CorraCloona. All children got their 
education at Lattone School up until it closed some 
years ago. The local Post Office for Drumkeenagh was 
Kiltyclogher. There was no such thing as the Border. In 
the early 1920’s the Border was formed and the local Post 
Office was either Tullyrossmearn or Belcoo. In poor times 
Drumkeenagh lane was noted for its smuggling. People 
from surrounding areas travelled over to local fairs in 
Kiltyclogher and Manorhamilton and bought livestock 
cheaply and smuggled them across the lane sold them 
in Belcoo and Derrygonnelly at big profits. At the back 
of Dolan's land, now Maggie Greene’s, is a still house 
. This was used to make poteen. People came from far 
and near to celebrate Easter at the still house. There was 
also a sweathouse. The remains of these houses are there.

At the back of Greene’s hill there is a large flat stone. 
History has it that under this stone there is a crock of 
gold but it was to be, dug up and you are supposed to 
have a black cat without a white hair to catch the lizard 
which is supposed to be under the stone. 
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By Gerald McNulty

Gortahurk West, Letterbreen, containing 346 acres, 2 roads 
and 6 perches of fairly good quality land is situated close 
to the old Enniskillen to Belleek  road. It borders the road 
for less than 300 metres and it stretches about a mile in 
the other direction forming the lower slopes of Belmore 
mountain. It is known locally as “The Brays”. It is well 
sheltered from the Northern Winds, therefore reaping the 
full benefit of the sun. Gortahurk West, situated about 
half way between Letterbreen and Belcoo is surrounded 
by the townlands, Drumaran, Carrickabweehan, Carrick-
naseer and Carrickmacsparrow. From Gortahurk West, 
one has a good view of Lough Macnean (Lower). One can 
also see the Hanging Rock, Knockninney, and Cuiltagh 
Mountains. One can also see Mullaghdun, Marble Arch, 
Gortatole, Florencecourt, Letterbreen, 
Arney, Inishmore, Bellenaleck, Kinawley 
and Derrylin 

Many years ago, there was supposed 
to be treasure buried either in the lands 
at present owned by McGoverns or 
McNultys or in a neighbouring farm 
in Carrickabweeham owned by Kellys. 

Every  farm in the townland of  Gorta-
hurk has at least  one good spring well. 
No water mains has ever been connected. 
At present, there are only suckling herds 
kept. Many years ago, every farmer sent 
milk to the creamery and they made 
their own butter. They kept poultry, pet 
lambs, pigs, goats, horses, asses, mules 
and jinnetts. 
Where the McGoverns now live used to 
belong to Barney and Patrick Gilmurray. 
[G1] McGoverns is usually known as 
“Drumaran” because around 1950 the 
postman could not distinguish the post 

as there were two Patrick McGoverns in the townland. 
They often opened each other's letters, so they decided to 
use the townland of Drumaran for the Patrick McGovern 
living close to Drumaran. This house had the electricity 
connected in 1972 and the telephone connected in 1976, 
being  the first house in the townland to have the elec-
tricity and the telephone. 

Where the McNultys now live used to belong to the 
other Patrick McGovern. [G2] Patrick who was usually 
called Paul came there with his sister Maggie and their 
father Frank. Frank’s wife died when the children were 
small and living in the Gardenhill area. Frank’s brother 
Mickie also lived with them. The McGoverns had the 
house changed from a thatched house to an asbestos 
roofed house in 1944. It was a man called Mortimer from 
Derrylin who did the work. 

Before the McGoverns came, the McManus family lived 
there. John and Lucy McManus and their family Mary 
Jane, Rose and Pat went to Canada in 1926 or 1927.   Pat 
was only 11 or 12 years  old. Pat’s grandmother Lucy  
McManus was too old to go so she went to live with 
the McGraths of Mullycovet who were relations of hers. 
The McManus family used to leave their horse's trap in a 
shed (made mainly from timber) at the end of Gortahurk 
lane. This lane leads from the road to every house in the 
townland apart from where the McGoverns now live.

Just over four metres from where the McNultys now live 
there is another house. [G3] It used to belong to Jimmy 
and Cassie Maguire and then their relations, the Heaveys 
and Pat Logan came to live with them. Jimmy was the 
last of the Maguires to live there. He died in March 1947 
and the neighbours had to shovel the snow off the lane 
to bring the remains down the lane. This house had 

been changed from a thatched house to an iron 
roofed house about 1925. It was a man called 
Willie Wylie from Crotton Cottage who roofed 
it. On a Saturday in the end of September 1961 
a huge wind lifted the roof off the house and it 
landed on a hill at the back. Using very little new 
material, the house was repaired again by Willie 
Armstrong, Crotton and is still water-proof. This 
area had been nicknamed “Tin town” because the 
dwelling houses and out houses were so close 
together and had iron roofs. One hayshed erected 
in 1916 had been used by the Mc Manuss, then by 
the McGoverns and then by the McNultys up until 
February 1988 when a high wind dismantled it. 

On the Belcoo side of these houses, there used 
to be another dwelling house. It belonged to the 
Maguires who were related to their next door 
neighbours (also Maguires). Mary Maguire mar-
ried John Gilleece. Owen Maguire went to work 
on the railways in England and was killed in an 
accident while at work. Tom, who was called 
“The Butcher” killed pigs for anybody around 
the area. Hugh was a detective and was known 
as Detective Maguire. 
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Gortahurk West

Further up the lane, where the McBriens now own, used 
to belong to the Higgins.  [G4] Johnny and Mary-Jane 
Higgins’ daughter married Francie McTeggart and had 
one daughter Tessie. The McTeggarts were the last people 
in the district to do churning. The churning machine was 
driven by donkeys up until the late 1950’s. 

The next house was belonging to the Dohertys. [G5] 
Owen (called Onnie) Doherty, his wife and their two sons 
Tom and James lived there. James was the last member 
of the family to live there. He died about 1950. Although 
it passed through a few hands since then the only people 
to live in it were Tommy and Mary-Jane  Brennan and 
their family Mary, Susan and Tom. 

Frances John and Janie Higgins and their family lived 
further up the hill. Their son Paddy and his wife Mary 
and family were the last members of the Higgins family 
to live there, moving to Springfield about 1950. In olden 
days the Higgins family used to leave their spring cart in 
a shed constructed in a field, now owned by McGoverns, 
a short distance from the end of Gortahurk lane. 

Further up the hills of Gortahurk West, there are rocks 
known as the Toal rocks.   Up until shortly after 1900 
men often went up there to practise shooting especially 
on a Boxing Day.  They would use a mussle gun.   They 
put the gun on their toe to keep it  dry if  it  got wet there 
was a danger it could explode  or  drop fire - ( if it would 
drop fire, that would mean there would come a fire out 
from the end of the barrel after the trigger was pulled)

After the gun was placed on the toe one would put in a 
measure of powder and a measure of ‘shot’ (which was 
like small ball bearings). One would then ram in a piece 
of paper with the ram rod and then the cap was put in 
place. The cap was like a nipple and when the trigger was 
pulled the needle went through the cap into the powder 
causing the gun to fire at the target. One could put in a 
smaller measure of powder and shot if they were firing 
at a duck or pheasant or anything else for eating. There 
was a fitting on the gun for carrying the ram rod. 
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Corryglass means green round hill or green rock. 

It is situated approx. 3 miles west of Belcoo village along the Old Coach Road. The size of the townland is 91 acres 
3 roods and 6 perches. Its land is of poor quality and in many areas the sandstone protrudes through the thin soils. 
One of its more prominent features is McGovern's rock. Its surrounding townlands are Tullynacor, Toppan and 
Aughavass. The old coach road is presently designated as a scenic route and commands spectacular views of Up-
per Lough Macnean and surrounding mountains. 
Present day there are 5 houses standing one of these uninhabited. 

The Corryglass tug-o-war team
Sport was of great importance, pro-
viding entertainment for the partici-
pants and the spectators. Corryglass 
supported a Tug-O-War team in the 
late twenties and the early thirties 
called the Corryglass Black Horses. 
This team sometimes trained in Mal 
O Dolan's Churchfield. They played 
against the Belcoo team known as the 
Belcoo Steam Rollers. 

Corryglass 
By Brian Maguire
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years, it is due to a number of factors, although mainly
emigration, due to lack of employment in the area.

There exists three spring wells in Corryglass, these were
the source of fresh water for the dwellers up to twenty
years ago. These were situated on McGovern's land,
Lilly's land & The Maguire's land. With the introduction
of mains water to the houses these wells fell into disuse.
Only Maguires well remains in use today supplying the
Family Home.

The Corryglass tug-o-war team
Sport was of great importance, providing entertainment
for the participants and the spectators. Corryglass sup-

ported a Tug-O-War team in the late
twenties and the early thirties called
the Corryglass Black Horses. This team
sometimes trained in Mal O Dolan's
Churchfield. They played against the
Belcoo team known as the Belcoo Steam
Rollers.

Population in 1841 Population in 1851 Population in 1992
Males Females Total
21 15  36

Males Females Total
18 17 35

Males Females Total
9 5 14

The population of the townland:

In 1851 it was recorded that there were seven houses standing
- six of these were inhabited. The tenants of this time were:   

Current residents

Bernard Maguire Cs1
Andrew Leonard Cs2
National Schoolhouse Cs3
Henery Brady Cs4
Thomas Lilly Cs5
Francis Judge Cs6
John Judge Cs7

Peter Maguire Cs1
Frank & Jimmy Lilly Cs5
Sissy Lilly (RIP) Cs6
Jimmy Mc Govern Cs7
Others;
Andrew Leonards, Cs2, was later
inhabited by Hugh Nolan who built a
house in Drumcoo in 1932.

Corryglass means green round hill or green rock.

It is situated approx. 3 miles west of Belcoo village along the Old Coach Road. The size of the townland is 91 acres
3 roods and 6 perches. Its land is of poor quality and in many areas the sandstone protrudes through the thin soils.
One of its more prominent features is McGovern's rock. Its surrounding townlands are Tullynacor, Toppan and
Aughavass. The old coach road is presently designated as a scenic route and commands spectacular views of Upper
Lough Macnean and surrounding mountains.
Present day there are 5 houses standing one of these uninhabited.

Corryglass
By Brian Maguire

The population decrease has been more rapid in recent 
years, it is due to a number of factors, although mainly 
emigration, due to lack of employment in the area. 

There exists three spring wells in Corryglass, these were 
the source of fresh water for the dwellers up to twenty 
years ago. These were situated on McGovern's land, 
Lilly's land & The Maguire's land. With the introduction 
of mains water to the houses these wells fell into disuse. 
Only Maguires well remains in use today supplying the 
Family Home. 
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ORA-BEG - SMALL YEWS
Ora beg is situated in the parish of Cleenish, neighbour-
ing the townland of Dooletter in the Botha parish. It 
contains roughly 119 acres. According to Griffiths Valua-
tion of 1862, the names of the householders who lived in 
this townland at that time were as follows, James Gray, 
Patrick Scollan, William Parker and Thomas Gray. The 
lesser was Alex G. Hassard. At present there are just 
two families left - Dolans and Mellors. The houses that 
were owned by the late James Gray and Patrick Scollan 
are now in ruins, the house that was owned by the late 
William Parker is now owned by John James Dolan and 
the house that was owned by the late Thomas Gray is 
now Jim Mellor’s.

Part of Ora-beg was planted by the forestry department. 
Ora river which divides Ora-beg and Dooletter rises on 
Lough Alaban and flows through Mullylusty, Killycreen 
and Drumcoo into Lough Macnean. The Killycreen river 
borders Ora beg on the Belcoo side, it rises in Lough Ora 
and meets the Ora river at the point in Mullylusty. Both 
these rivers were once very good for fishing. John James 
remembers one evening in the summer time when he 
was bringing in the cows, he took his fishing rod with 
him and in less than 20 minutes he had caught 7 trout. 
Many’s a good trout Ted DeLacy and the local people 
caught in these rivers.

The bridge that divides the townlands and the parishes 
is called Cush bridge. Ora-beg is rich in Spring and Spa 
wells. The first Spring well is situated on the river bank 
and is a Marsh Spring, it has been in use until recent 
times. The second Spring well is 14 feet deep and sup-
plies the Dolan household with water, it is also a Marsh 
Spring. The third is a Spa well withln 15 yards of the 
Mellor house and is still in use. It is well known for 
its curative properties as it contains iron. Anyone who 
drinks a mug of it everyday will never need a tonic or a 

doctor. On the hottest day of the year the water is at its 
coldest. Visitors come from as far away as Dublin and 
further afield to collect  water from it. Ora hill on route 
to Ora bog commands a fine view of Fermanagh and the 
bordering counties. Ora bog for the last half century has 
provided  fuel for the greater  part  of  Boho and Spring-
field areas. John James remembers 1/2 a mile or more of 
Ora road covered with asses and carts and horses and 
carts but alas, that is not the case today, as the people 
come in cars and the turf-cutting machine comes and 
cuts all the turf in a day or so.

 Ora Beg
by J J Dolan &  Martin Mellor
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Corralea
PADDY LEONARD CORRALEA REMEMBERS —

Hearing of a family named Doogans living in Braneen. 
Nancy Doogan didn’t have hands but she could knit per-
fectly with her feet. The Doogans owned three knives 1. 
(Jack of the ledge) 2. (Willie good edge) and 3. (Sharper). 
These were loaned to people who wished to borrow 
them. The Doogans had a square in one of their fields in 
Braneen called the tanyard ( this could account for the 
three knives) Conor Leonard, great grandfather of Paddy 
died 9th February 1865. The family were stone cutters, 
and Patrick inherited a sundial made from slate. This 
heirloom is engraved ‘Connor 1823’. The Leonards cut 
stones for Belcoo railway station, Enniskillen Townhall 
and for Holywell belfry. Sally Leonard’s  husband Tommy 

McConnell helped them. Paddy Leonard’s grandfather 
John and Miss Sullivan of Corralea were cousins. Miss 
Sullivan is mentioned under ‘Killycreen school’. She was 
a police sergeant’s daughter and one of ten children. 
There was a still house in Corralea and its later function 
was for storing butter. Brackens were landlords living in 
Toam. Tenants were expected to give a day at hay, they 
were fed on potatoes and eels. Paddy says Corryglass 
school was originally built about five hundred yards from 
present site location. Master Reid came from Co. Antrim. 
He taught in Corryglass school and was a brilliant music 
teacher. Sarah Leonard says Master Reid had three ver-
sions of “O Salutaris”. Miss Drumm  lived in Belcoo, she 
was a lace mistress and taught same in Letterbreen. She 
used to travel by donkey and trap, which she borrowed 
from the Scales’s of Holywell. Connor Leonard’s wife 
Nancy Judge broke stones for the road being made from 
Holywell to Garrison. This road was contracted in miles. 
Faitche was Connor Leonard's father and he came from 
Redhills in Co. Cavan. 
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Townland map & Study Area
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Buchanan, Jno-Gortatole  104
Buchanan, (Worrel)  104
Bullaun Stone  55, 62
Bullaun Stone, Templenaffrin  62
Bundoran  19
Burnhouse gate  143, 144
Burns, (1802)  169
Burns, Ann  176
Burns, Fr Patrick  75, 106
Burns, Paddy-Boho  119, 120
Burns, Patrick (1879)  173
Burren, Co Cavan  42
Burren Wedge tomb  42
Butter  175
Butter making  27, 151

C
Candles, rush & wax  143

Index
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Carleton, William  70
Carrickabweehan  177
Carrickabweehan Holy wells  45
Carrickadranton  143, 144
Carrickanaltar  71
Carrickloughan  143
Carrickmacsparrow  45, 152, 177
Carrickmacsparrow  Court Tomb  41
Carricknagat  19
Carricknaseer  177
Carricknaseer-rath  49
Carrol, Fr Patrick  75
Carroll  172
Carroll, Charles & May (Rasdale)  101
Carroll, Fr Patrick  72
Carrontreemall  118, 129
Carson  58, 128
Carson, John-1862  149
Carson, Mary Anne (Mrs Armstrong)  148
Carson's Quarry  60, 117, 147, 152, 176
Carson, William  148
Cashebane  49
Cashel  114, 119
Cashelbane, Mass Rock  71
Cashelbane, Mass rock, Mullan  71
Cashels  46, 49
Cassidy  64
Cassidy, Dunt  144
Cassidy, Fr Thos.  75
Cassidy, Ned  120
Cassidy, Tom  120
Cathcart, George  149
Catholic Emancipation Act in 1829  81
Caulfield, Fr Terence  75
Cavan  34, 43, 148
Cavanacross  121
Cavanmore  116
Ceide fields  39
Charcoal  49
Chaytor,  lieutenant  23
Churchill  35
Cladagh glen bridge  12

Clanawley  28
Clancy, Terry  113
Clancy, Terry and Kathleen  176
Clark, Dr  170
Clarke, Rev Andrew S  77
Cleenish  23, 33
Cleggan  139
Cleggan Mills  25
Clelland, A NT  96
Clements, Rev T  77
Clifford, Pat NT  92
Cloghastane  44
Clogher  12
Clogherbog  71, 118, 175
Clogher Record  28, 65
Coasan  143
Coll, John -policeman  124
Collooney  19
Collum, Willie-Kilty  171
Commercial Hotel  111
Conmee  58
Connaght  11
Conway, Fr Ed  76
Conway, Jim  110, 144
Coolarkin  120
Copeland, John (1880)  16
Corn  22, 27
Cornacully  74, 76, 143, 175
Cornacully Court Tomb  41
Cornagee  76, 77
Cornagee, School  93
Corn mill, Mullycovitt  25, 26, 144
Corn mill, Tullyballina  25
Corraderrybrock  175
Corralea  104, 121, 138
Corrderrybrock  37
Corrigan  72, 106
Corrigan, Ann  110
Corrigan, Fr  63, 75
Corrigan, Francis NT  92
Corrigan, Frank  143
Corrigan, Fr Dessie  76

Corrigan, John  121
Corrigan, John (mobile shop)  106
Corrigan, Mrs B NT  103
Corrigan, Thomas-Cornagee  77
Corrigan, Tom-mechanic  115
Corryglass  15, 119, 120, 138, 145, 179
Corryglass school  77
Corryglass West School  86
Cosgrave  64
Cottage Meadow  27, 109, 121, 122
Cottiers  22
Coulter  146
Coulter, Ivan  77
Coulter, J.J.-Letterbreen  77
Coulter's Shop  149
Courtney, Fr Patrick  75
Court Tomb

Aghnaglack  41
Carrickmacsparrow  41
Cornacully  41
Moylehid  41

Court Tombs  39
Cousins, Miss-Governess  122
Cox, Aiden (NT)  116
Cox, John NT  86
Cox, Larry  145
Cox, Mrs Larry  96, 145
Cox, Mrs NT  88
Cox, Paddy  112, 116
Coyle, Dinny-policeman  131
Craig, Fr J  86, 87
Craigge  58
Crannog

Blacklion jetty  49
Cottage Belcoo  48
Cushrush  49
Gortatole  49
Rushin  48

Crannogs  46
Crayton  23
Creenahoe  77
Creenahoe House  148
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Crom Cruaich  43, 47, 116
Cromwell  53, 56, 61, 138
Crop rotation  27
Crossroads National School  92
Crotton  177
Crowe  58
Crudden, Fr John  75
Cuilcagh Mountain  21
Cullen  58, 115
Cullens, Terry  121
Cullentragh  49
Cullentragh summit  49
Cullinan, Fr Patrick  75
Cunningham, John  18, 51
Cures  141
Cushrush  39, 49
Customs & Superstitions  140

D
Danesfort  43, 143, 144
Daragh Phadric  78
Darcy, Fr Brian  76
Darcy, Hugh  121
Davagh Phadraig  56
Davies, O  41, 48, 51, 158
Davis  19
Dawson  107
Dawson, Mr (inspector)  107
Dean Henry  11, 12, 57
DeLacey, Fr Hugh  63, 98
DeLacy  147
DeLacy, Hugh  121
DeLacy, Lal  113, 121
DeLacy, Ted  121, 180
DeLacy, Tony  120
Dempsey, Fr Patrick  75
Denroche, Captain  125
Derry  17, 19, 148
Derrygonnelly  33, 35, 174
Derryvullen  75
Dickie, Major  125
Dillon, Fr John  75

Dispensary  14, 15, 101, 169
Doherty, Miss NT  106
Doherty, Miss Susan F-monitor  101
Doherty, Owen (Onnie)  178
Doherty, Tom & James  178
Dolan  104, 176, 180
Dolan, Chris  115
Dolan, Daniel  176
Dolan, Joe  120
Dolan, John-1718  28
Dolan, John & Ann  176
Dolan, John James  180
Dolan, Molly  104
Dolan, Mrs M  176
Dolan’s, Barney-saddler  115
Domhnach Deireannach  45, 46, 47, 56
Domnach Crom Dubh  43
Donagh Sunday  14
Donegal Bay  28
Donnelly, Daniel NT  98
Donnelly, Fr John  75, 107
Donovan  143
Doogan  181
Doogan, Nancy  181
Doogun  58
Doolan  93
Dooletter  144, 180
Dowling, P J  81
Doyle, Biddy NT  87
Dromahair  28
Drowes river  28
Drugan, Mr (the attendance officer)  107
Drumane  76
Drumaran  161, 177
Drumargy  76
Drumawillin  49
Drumawillin, School  96
Drumcoo  116, 143, 144, 180
Drumcoo Standing Stone  43
Drumelly-rath  49
Drumhirk  37
Drumkeenagh  176

Drumm  181
Drumman  143
Drumm, Miss-lace mistriss  112, 181
Dublin  17
Duffin, agent  144
Duffy  64
Duffy, Fr Bernard  75
Duffy, James Tady  170
Duffy, Pat “Ghost”  171
Duffy, Tommy-shoemaker  111, 114
Dundalk  19
Dundas  161
Dundas, Harloe  161
Dundas, Sally  161
Dungannon  148
Dunsterville, E-police inspector 1845  33

E
Earl of Belmore  63
Earl of Enniskillen  19, 36, 84, 92
Earl of Erne  25, 84
Early Christian period  46
Ederney  14
Eel Weir  11, 12
Eggs  27
Electricity generator  143
Elliot, Freddie & Basil  92
Elliott  123
Elliott, Mrs David  123
Enniskillen  11, 13, 17, 21, 25, 36, 148, 151
Enniskillen Museum.  12
Erne Packet  35
Evans, Tommy  113
Eviction  143
Evictions  22, 26

F
Faction fights  15, 146
Fagan  64
Fair  14
Fairgreen  16, 119, 128
Fairgreen, Belcoo  111
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Fairy Tales  139
Faley the Hatter  143
Famine  22, 27
Famine Chimney, Lurgan  36, 146
Famine Pot  36, 143
Famine Relief Works  35
Famine Roads  34, 175
Famine Statistics  31
Farmer, Bridget NT  103
Farmer, Paddy  139, 147
Faugh-a-Ballagh  20
Fausett  64
Fawcett  58, 104, 128, 149
Fawcett, David  44, 71
Fawcett, James  117
Fee  64
Feely, J NT  99
Feely, John NT  170
Ferguson  109, 143, 173
Ferguson, Barney  143, 174
Ferguson, Eddie  120
Ferguson, Eddy  144
Ferguson, Fr Gerry  74, 76, 121
Ferguson, Gerry  118
Ferguson, Hugh  113, 144
Ferguson, James  174
Ferguson, James NT  99, 101, 111, 114
Ferguson, Joe  174
Ferguson, John James  43, 143
Ferguson, Luke  144
Ferguson, Marion NT  96
Ferguson, Mrs G NT  102
Ferguson, Paddy  120
Ferguson, Peter  174
Ferguson, Raphael NT  96
Ferguson, Theresa NT  96
Ferris’ Store  112
Fighting Cock Inn  148
Finnegan, Fr John  75
Fitzpatrick  12, 58
Fitzpatrick, Peter  12
Fivemiletown  77

Flanagan  64
Flannery  118
Flannery, Frank  120
Flannery, sergeant  111
Flax  22, 25
Fleming  169
Fleming, Patrick & Mary (nee Maguire)  170
Flood  58, 143, 175
Flood, Colonel  125
Florencecourt  11, 19, 21
Florencecourt Church  123
Forge  130, 135, 147

McKervlan's  145, 147
Mulraine's  147
Rutledge's  145

Frazer  130
Frazer, Dr  15
Frazer, James  130
Fyes, Mary Ann  144

G
Gallagher  22, 58, 131, 169, 175
Gallagher, (1802)  169
Gallagher, Fr J  93
Gallagher, Fr Michael  75
Gallagher, Hugh  173
Gallagher, Hughie “Ellen”  170
Gallagher, James-Mullylusty  104
Gallagher, J-British army  171
Gallagher, Jimmy  116
Gallagher, Margaret  22, 106
Gallagher, Pat  144
Gallagher, Roger  170
Gallagher, Willie-cattle dealer  131
Gamble  115
Gamble, Mrs  77
Gardenhill  33, 123, 124, 143, 144
Garden Hill, School  106
Gardrum  77
Gardrum  Schoolhouse  104
Garland Sunday  14, 43
Garrison  13

Garrison road  13, 15
Gaughran, Fr Laurence  73, 75, 88
Gauley, Miss Ellen NT  96
Ghost stories  129
Ghost Stories  129
Gibb, Fr Thomas  93
Gibson  96
Gibson, Albert  78
Gibson, Mrs Vera  78
Gilgun  64
Gilgunn  176
Gilgunn, Johnnie  & Maggie  170
Gilleece  72, 177
Gilleece, Honor  143
Gilleece, John  177
Gillen, Mr  94
Gilmartin  130
Gilmartin, Mick  130
Gilmartin's Dan-pub  111
Gilmurray  177
Gilmurray, Barney  116
Gilmurray, Barney & Patrick  177
Gilmurrry, John  144
Gilmurry, James-Killycreen  71
Gilroy, Fr Thomas  76
Glangevlin  131, 147
Glenawley  119
Glenfarne  20, 21, 134, 142, 146, 170, 171, 174
Glenfarne Hall  19
Glenshane  17
Goodwin, Fr James  75
Goodwin, Fr John  75
Gordon, Elisabeth  
Gore-Booth  19
Gore, Sir St. George  63
Gorman  139
Gortahurk West  72, 151, 177
Gortahurk West School  87
Gortaquill School, Co Cavan  92
Gortatole  49
Gortnaderg-rath  49
Gortnaderg standing stones  44
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Gortnaderrick  123
Graham  149
Grand Jury  16, 17, 22
Gray  172, 180
Gray, Ellen  143
Gray, Hughie  143
Gray, James  180
Gray, Joe  120
Gray, Thomas  180
Grazing  22
Greaghport  175
Green  64, 112, 176
Green, Hughie  146
Green, Joe-hackney  113
Green, John  121
Green, Maggie  176
Green, Paddy & Philip  120
Green, Pat  120
Green, Pat-blacksmith  114
Green,  Philip  121
Green, Philip  114, 120
Greens of Lurgan  104
Green, Terence NT  98
Green, Tom  116, 121, 146
Green, Tom and Philip  120
Green, Tom, Andy & Mary  112
Gubaveeny  119

H
Hackett, Fr Patrick  75
Hackett, Fr Peter  75
Hafferty, Miss NT  106
Haire  58
Hall, Richard-landlord  23, 99
Hamil  116
Hamilton  23
Hamilton, Dr  136
Hamilton, J-Mullycavitt corn mill,  25
Hamilton Jones  19, 72, 84, 98, 109, 122, 144, 175
Hanging Rock  148
Hardiman  28
Hassard  23, 33, 103, 165, 180

Hassard, Alex G.  180
Hassard, George & Robert-1851  63
Hassard, Jason-1744  63
Hassard, Jason-landlord  103
Hassard, Wm-landlord  84
Havlin, Fr John  75
Hayes, Rev W F  77
Heathdale, Rectory  149
Hedge School  81

Cleggan  83
Cornagee  83
Kilroosky  83
Meenyrainy  83
Mullynamaddy  83
Tullinteskin  83
Tullybellina  83

Hens  27
Herenach  63
Hickey  62
Higgin  110, 178
Higgins  138
Higgins, Eliz NT  96
Higgins, Frances John & Janie  178
Higgins, Fr John  76
Higgins, Johnny & Mary-Jane  178
Higgins, Miss  106
Higgins, Paddy & Mary  178
Hill  98
Hiring fair  147
Hiring Fair  110, 127
Historic Momuments Act (NI)1971  157
Hoey, Rev P H  77
Holywell Female School  87
Hope  164
Howe, Tommy  120
Hughie Green  146
Humphery’s Mill  144
Hunt, Mrs NT  102
Hunt, Sister Bridie  102
Hunt, Sister Helena  102
Hynes  58
Hynes, Jas-school inspector  99

I
Imbolg  47
Impartial Reporter  35
Inishee Island  39, 51
Irish Land Commission  25
Irish Postal service  148
Iron Age  46
Iron ore  49
Irwin, Bertie  107
Irwin, George-1845  34

J
Jaundice Well  45
Johnston, Fr  87
Johnston, Harold  15
Johnston, Rev  110
Johnston, Sam  16
Jones  114
Jones, Pat  174
Joyce’s Irish Names of Places  28
Judge  174, 179, 181
Judge, F NT  98
Judge, Francis  179
Judge, Francis jnr NT  87
Judge, Francis sen NT  87
Judge, James  174
Judge, James & Phil  174
Judge, John  179
Judge, Johnny  174
Judge, Mary Ann NT  86
Judge, Nancy  181
Judge, Pat & Francie  174
Judge,  Patr-monitor  86
Judge, Phil  174
Judge, Rose NT  86
Judge, S J NT  87

K
Kavanagh, Nano  169, 170
Keane, Rev Edward Lionel  77
Keaney  169
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Keaney, Daniel & Rose  176
Keaney, Eugene  176
Keaney, James & Ann  176
Keaney, James & Frank  176
Keaney, James & Rose Ann  176
Keaney, Joe, Packy, Mena, Dympna, Kathleen, Tom, T  176
Keaney, John  110
Keaney, John, Charlie, Hugh, Tom, Margaret  176
Keaney, Maria  176
Keaney, Packie  121
Keaney, Patsy  176
Keaney, Tom-Drumkeenagh  173
Keaney, Willie  121
Keelan, NT  102
Keelan, Thomas NT  101
Keenan, Fr Laurence  55, 75
Kelly  109, 130, 177
Kelly, Ben  120
Kelly, Dr  141, 170
Kelly, Fr James  75
Kelly, Fr M  86, 87
Kelly, Peter  130
Kelly, Peter-Blacklion  114
Kelly’s Hotel  110
Kelly’s loft  144
Kelly’s well  111, 117
Kelly, Willie  112, 114, 115, 118, 120
Kennan, Fr Thomas J  75
Kennedy,  43
Kennedy, Gerald Conan-author  47
Kerr, Fr Edward  75
Kerrigan  107
Kerrigan, Ann  107
Kerrigan, Owney  175
Kerr, Mrs-1919  77
Kilcoo  171
Kilkinny  58
Killesher  53, 63, 78, 121
Killinagh  53, 66
Killinagh church  43
Killycreen  71, 74, 106, 114, 123, 143, 180
Killycreen,  School  103

Killyglasson  34
Killykeegan, Cup, Ring Marks  42
Kilrooskagh  49, 83
Kilrooskagh, Portal Tomb  42
Kiltyclogher  141, 151, 173
Kiltyphelan  75, 111
Kinealy, Christine  36
Kinston, Rev R A  77

L
Labourers  22
Lally  64
Lanaghran  77
Landlords  22, 26, 144
Land Question  22
Learga  12
Largy, Learga (Blacklion)  12
Latocnaye  154, 157
La Touche  19
Lattone  33, 73, 75, 83, 125, 140, 141, 151, 169, 173
Lattone Barracks  172
Lattone Dispensery  170
Lattone school  99, 170, 171
Leather  25
Leddy, Eugene  121
Leitrim  11, 19
Lendrun  161
Leonard  16, 58, 64, 115, 116, 120, 179
Leonard, Andrew  179
Leonard, Annie (Luke)  115
Leonard, Anthony  & Maureen (Creenahoe)  149
Leonard, Bobby-Railway Bar  112
Leonard, Bridgit (Mrs McHugh)  104
Leonard, Con  120
Leonard, Connor  138
Leonard, Connor & Nancy  181
Leonard, Faitche  181
Leonard, Felie  173, 174
Leonard, Felix  170, 173, 174
Leonard, Francie Willie  147
Leonard, Francis  138
Leonard, Hugh  130

Leonard, Jas-Glascow  87
Leonard, JJ-Corner House  116, 119, 121
Leonard, John (1880)  16
Leonard, John-Corralea  181
Leonard, John James  116
Leonard, Johnny  (1896) Carrickloughan  143
Leonard, Johnny Dennis  111, 120
Leonard, John, Packie, & Annie  175
Leonard, John P (Creenahoe)  149
Leonard, John Thomas  118
Leonard, Larry Luke  15
Leonard, Mary  (1828)  73
Leonard, Mary A (nee Doherty)  149
Leonard, Nellie (nee McHugh)  149
Leonard, Paddy  129, 148
Leonard, Paddy-Corralea  181
Leonard, Pat Joe  121
Leonard, Patrick & Denis, Carmans  175
Leonard, Patrick & Margaret  175
Leonard, Patrick & Mary (Creenahoe)  149
Leonard, Sally  181
Leonard, Sarah  181
Leonards, Corryderrybrock  175
Leonards, Drumcoo  116
Leonard, Sean & Imelda  96, 114
Leonard, Terence Pat Tarry  118
Leonard, Yankee  116
Leo’s Bar  111
Lepers window  54
Letterbreen  27, 33, 37, 77, 93, 116, 145, 151, 177, 181
Lewis's Topgraphical Dictionary,  27
Leyden, Fr  15, 44, 49, 55, 58, 65, 71, 73, 75, 156
LiIly, Frank-Corryglass  86
Lilly  64, 71, 176
Lilly, Brian  132
Lilly, Dinny  (Thomas)  120
Lilly, Frank -Corryglass  179
Lilly, Frank & Dympna  176
Lilly, James  138
Lilly, James & Mary (McKernan)  63
Lilly, Jimmy  121
Lilly, Rose NT  103
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Lilly, Sissy  179
Lilly, Thomas  179
Lilly, Thomas-Corryglass  15
Lilly, Tommy  120
Lime kiln  147, 170, 174
Linen  22
Lisblake school  93
Livingstone  13, 15, 22, 63, 69
Logan, Pat  177
London Hibernian Society school  83
Lough Alaban  180
Lough Derg  57
Loughlin  145
Loughlin, Alice NT  93
Loughlin, Catherine NT  93, 94
Loughlin, Eleanor-senior monitor  93
Loughlin, J W NT  94
Loughlin, Kate NT  94
Loughlin, O-senior monitor  94
Loughlin, Stephen NT  92
Loughlin, Thomas NT  93, 96
Loughnacloyduff  71
Loughran, Jimmy  113
Loughrans  113
Lowe, Henry  16
Lowry Corry  43, 53, 55, 60, 63
Loy, The  26
Lugh  45, 47
Lughnasa  14, 45, 46, 56
Lugnasadh  47
Lunney  147
Lunny  58, 64
Lunny, Frank-butter buyer  171
Lurgan  104
Lurgan Famine Chimney  36

M
Macfee  58
MacGarrahan  72
Mac Ghiolla Laisir  15, 63
Macken  33
Macnean  12, 21, 28, 39, 45, 49, 51, 135, 142, 147, 15

9, 173
Magee  58, 64
Magennis, Fr J  86, 87
Maghera  17
Magh Slecht  43
Magrath  64
Maguire  16, 58, 64, 96, 106, 114, 120, 131, 143, 169, 

177, 179
Maguire, Andrew NT  99
Maguire, Andy & Catherine-Lattone  170
Maguire, Anne Maria-Lattone  101
Maguire, Bernard  179
Maguire, Brian-Corryglass  179
Maguire, Charlie's Bar  115
Maguire, Eamon  121
Maguire, Eddie  120
Maguire, Eddie-Cattle dealer  111
Maguire, Eddie's Bar  115
Maguire, Fr John F  75
Maguire from Kilty  131
Maguire, Fr P. H. Derrygonnelly  171
Maguire, Hugh-cartman  114
Maguire, Hugh-Detective  177
Maguire, Hugh - Lattone  170
Maguire, Ignatius  169
Maguire, James NT  101
Maguire, James-shoemaker  120
Maguire, Jim-Killycreen  104
Maguire, Jimmy and Cassie  177
Maguire, Joe “Thomas”  170
Maguire, John-Blacklion  13, 27
Maguire, John-Corryglass  179
Maguire, John & Cyril, GAA  114
Maguire, John-engineer  114
Maguire, John NT  92
Maguire, Kevin  114
Maguire,  Mary  177
Maguire, Mary,  Andy & Thomas  170
Maguire, Mrs-Belcoo  111, 117
Maguire, Mrs-Clones  111
Maguire, Owen  177
Maguire, Paddy  121

Maguire, Paddy & Andy, Lattone  170
Maguire, Paddy (mobile shop)  106
Maguire, Pat-Garrison  144
Maguire, Patrick-grocer (1880)  16
Maguire, Red John  86
Maguire, Rose Ann & Maria-Lattone  170
Magurrin, Cath NT  96
Magverty  58
Mail coach  17
Makernan  58
Mannion, Biddy  141
Manorhamilton  15, 46
Markby, Miss NT  149
Market Cross  14, 15
Market house  16
Marlbank  37, 42, 109, 128, 138
Marquis of Ely  35
Martin's-Well Bar  111, 113
Mason, Fr Frances  93
Massey, Lord  19
Mass Rock

Aughrim  71
Carrickanaltar (Aghnaglack)  71
Cashelbane, Mullan  71
Clogher Bog  71
Mullardlougher, Mullaghdun  71
Tullinteskin  72

Mass rocks  69
Match making  14, 47
Maturin, Rev Edward  77
May flowers  142
McAloon, Mickey  149
McAlynan  64
McAnoon  147
McBrien  106, 178
McBrien, John  106
McCabe  64, 106, 131
McCabe, Fr Derrylester  171
McCabe, Fr Philip  75
McCabe, James  131
McCabe, Pat  106, 116
McCaffrey  173
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McCaffrey, Miss NT  106
McCaffrey, Paddy  111
McCaffrey, Terence  173
McCann  131, 175
McCann's, Kieran  29, 111, 144
McCarney, Fr Bernard  75
McCauley  16
McCauley, John,-butcher (1880)  16
McCaul, Miss NT  87
McConnell, Tommy & Sally  181
McCormack, Fr Owen  75
McCourt, Mrs Bridget NT  87
McCoy, landlord  144
McCreaney  117
McCusker, Fr J  87
McCusker, Fr Paul  75, 92
McCusker, Miss NT  104, 106
McCutcheon  149
McCutcheon, William  77
McElroy  64, 173
McElroy, Fr Michael  71, 73, 74, 75, 107
McFadden, Patrick NT  94
McFadden, T NT  147
McFarland  145
McGahon, Fr  75
McGarrigle, Dr  170
McGarrity, Miss NT  87
McGauran, Fr  92
McGinley, Andy-postman  109
McGinley, May  106
McGinley, Pat  106
McGoldrick  172
McGoldrick, Pee  114
McGourty  36, 169, 175, 176
McGourty, Frances and John  170
McGourty, Frank-Ballysooragh  74
McGourty, Fr Michael  76
McGourty, John (Jack) 1860  170
McGourty, Paddy & John  170
McGourty, Patrick  176
McGovern  144, 146, 179
McGovern, Annie NT  96, 99

McGovern, Cath NT  99
McGovern, Drumaran  177
McGovern, Frank  177
McGovern, Frank & Mickie  177
McGovern, Hugh NT  96, 98, 111
McGovern, James Oliver  138
McGovern, Jane NT  94
McGovern, Jimmy-Corryglas  179
McGovern, Joe  121, 123
McGovern, John-Belcoo  116
McGovern, John & Cissie  175
McGovern, Kate NT  98
McGovern, Mary NT  101
McGovern, Michael, Corryderrybrock  175
McGovern, Mick  170
McGovern, Miss Mary NT  101
McGovern, Mrs Mary  106
McGovern, Paddy  129
McGovern, Patrick-Drumaran  177
McGovern, Patrick NT  98
McGovern, Patrick (Paul), Maggie  177
McGovern, Patrick, Peter &  Jimmy  175
McGovern, Peter  111, 120, 144
McGovern, Peter-Leo, Pat & Jerry  119
McGovern, Ruck  116
McGovern,  Sister Antonia  102
McGovern, Sister Bridget  102
McGovern, Sister Elizabeth  102
McGovern, Tom-shoemaker  115
McGovern, Vincie  125, 175
McGowan  169
McGowan, Alice M-monitor  87
McGowan, Ann  176
McGowan, Joe  &  Kate  170
McGowan, Michael  170
McGowan, Mickey  131
McGowan, Mrs NT  102
McGowan, Nellie  170
McGowan, Paddy “yankee”  171
McGowan, Pat & Kathleen  175
McGowan, Rhona  175
McGrainder  143

McGrath  64, 177
McGrath, Bridie  105
McGrath, Edward  173
McGrath, Frank  121
McGrath, James  174
McGrath, John  173
McGrath, John - Lattone  170
McGrath, Paddy  121
McGrath, Sister Annie  102
McGrath, Thomas  144
McGrath, Tom-Slappragh  174
McGregor, Col-Killinagh  34
McGrisken, P-Kiltyclogher  170
McGriskin, Joe  171
McGuinness  98
McGuinness, Francie  174
McGuinness, Frank  104
McGuinness, Fr John  75
McGurn, Mrs  111
McHiggin  174
McHiggin, John  173
McHugh, Mrs NT  104
McKeirnan  118
McKenna, Cannon  51
McKenna, Fr  53, 55, 63, 72
McKenna, Fr James  75
McKenna, Fr John  75
McKeown, Mrs Rose NT  7, 102, 106
McKernan, Mary (Mrs James Lilly)  63
McKerr, Rev Edward J  77
McKervlan's forge  145, 147
McKew, Rev Edward J  77, 149
McKiernan  109
McKiernan,  Hughie-blacksmith  113
McKiernan, John James  113
McKiernan, Mrs  113
McKinley, Arthur NT  104
McLaughlin  64
McLoughlin, Michael  171
McMahon, Fr.  Arney  171
McMahon, Fr Eugene  72, 73, 75, 96, 99, 101, 103, 106
McMahon, Fr James  75
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McMahon, Patrick NT  101
McManus  119
McManus, Fr James  76
McManus, Fr John  76
McManus, Fr Patrick J  76
McManus, J NT  98
McManus, John-Lucy, Mary Jane, Rose & Pat  177
McManus, Katie NT  96
McManus, Louis B  94
McManus, Mrs Lucy NT  99, 115
McManus, Paddy  121
McManus, Terence NT  98
McManus, Terry  119
McManus, Willie  120
McManus, Willie & Lucy  115
Mcmillan, W-school inspector  99
McMorrow  176
McMorrow, NT  174
McMullen, Bishop  78
McNally, Fr Francis  75
McNells, Denis-weaver  121
McNulty  177
McNulty, Barney  173, 174
McNulty, Benny  173
McNulty, Eugene  121, 174
McNulty, Gerald  173, 177
McNulty, James  174
McNulty, Jamsie  174
McNulty, Owen  173
McNulty, Pat  174
McPartland  138
McQuaide, Fr  33, 86
McQuaide, Fr James  75
McQuaid, Fr Conor  98
McTeggart  176, 178
McTeggart, Francie  178
McTeggart, Peter  174
McTeggart, Phil  174
McTeggart, Philip & Ann  176
McTeggart, Tessie  178
McTernan  107
McTernan, Mary-dance teacher  107

McWire  64
Medieval churches  69
Meehan  121
Meehan, Jim  121
Meenarainey  74, 113, 170, 173
Meenawargy  76
Melanophy  176
Melanophy, James & Maria  176
Mellor, Jim  180
Melvin, Lough  28
Mesolithic  39
Middle Men  22
Midland Great Western Railway  19
Milk  27
Milk churn  27, 151
Milk Churn  170
Mill, Humphery’s  144
Milligan  157
Mill stones  144
Moffit  58
Monaghan, Fr  106
Monaghan, Fr Peter  75, 76
Monaghan, Vincent  121
Monea  13
Moneygashel-cashel  49
Monghan, Vincent-Garda  121
Montrooney  64
Moore, Andy  116
Moore’s hill, Andy  118
Morrison, Thomas  96
Mortimer  177
Moybane school  77
Moylehid  41, 49
Moylehid Court Tomb  41
Moylehid Passage Tomb  41
Mullaghbane, School  92, 93
Mullaghdun  37, 72, 115, 119, 147
Mullaghdun School  94, 145, 147
Mullally, Mary A NT  94
Mullally, M NT  94
Mullaly, policeman  171
Mullan  71

Mullanawinna  175
Mullan, Mass rock, Cashelbane  71
Mullanshellistragh  175
Mullardlougher  71
Mullinaweena  175
Mullyard  49, 58
Mullycovet Mill and Drying Kiln  25
Mullylusty  22, 44, 104, 119, 120, 123, 144, 175, 180
Mullylusty, Giant's Stone  44
Mullymesker  123
Mulraine  115, 130, 147
Mulraine's forge  147
Mulraine, Tommy-blacksmith  112, 130
Mummers  138
Murphy  64
Murphy, Dr  111, 118
Murphy, Fr J P  76
Murphy, Fr Thomas  75
Murphy, Fr Thos.  75
Murphy, J-school inspector  99
Murray  130, 169
Murray, Aidan  170
Murray, Dinney  170, 174
Murray, James  173
Murray, Patrick  130
Murrays, Dennis & Ellen  173
Murray, Thomas  173
Museum, Enniskillen  12, 41, 161

N
Nagor, Lough  49
Napoleonic wars  22, 25
National Archives, Dublin  84
Nelson, E. Charles  161
Neolithic  39
Nesbitt, R-schools inspector  92
Nixon  58, 109, 143
Nixon, Dorinda  125
Nixon, John  125, 143
Nixon, John & Dorinda  122
Nixon, Major  121, 122, 128, 136
Nixon’s Hall  123
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Nixon, Violet  122, 125
Nolan, Fr James  75
Nolan, Hugh  138
Nolan, Jim  16
Nolan, Pat-Drumcoo  144

O
Oats  27
O'Brien, Dinnie  174
O’Callaghan, Bishop  74
O’Dolan  114, 119
O’Dolan, Joe  121
O’Dolan, Joseph  15
O'Dolan, Mal  49, 58
O’Dolan, Mal  118, 121, 123
O’Dolan, Paddy  120
O’Donnell, Fr John  75
O’Donovan  51
O'Donovan, John  17, 18, 51
O'Dwyer, Theresa NT  96
Office of Public Works  35
O'Gallachair, Fr  70
Ogle  107
O’Hara  104
O’Hara, Pat  104
Oil lamps  143
Old Blacklion Inn  16
O’Loughlin, Colman  94
O’Loughlin, Fr Laurence  76
O'Loughlin, Lucy NT  96, 99
O’Loughlin, Miss Emily-monitor  94
Omagh  12
Ó'Maolagáin,  P.  28
O’Neill, Fr  170
Ora beg  120, 180
Ora Beg  74
Ora More  131, 143
O'Reillys lorry  106
O’Shea, John NT  94
OS maps  11
OS Memoirs  13, 14, 25, 26
Ó Tuathail.  28

Owns  64

P
Packenham  94, 145, 147
Parker  111, 172
Parker, William  65, 180
Passage Tomb, Moylehid  41
Passage Tombs  39
Pedlow, Rev G T  77
Peel, Robert, PM  34
Penal Laws  69
Penal Times  69, 81
Penal Years, events  70
Phair, Rev H L  77
Pierce of Wexford  152, 170
Pig  27
Ploughs  26
Plumb, Auxillary policeman  171
Plunkett  41
Poitin  14
Poor Law  36
Porringers  131
Portal Tomb, Kilrooskagh  42
Portal Tombs  39
Porteous, John (1880)  16
Post Chasie Companion  57
Poteen  176
Pranks  148
Pringle, Rev C J  77
Public Records Office Of Northern Ireland  84, 86
Public Works  34

Q
Quern  144
Quinn  174
Quinn, Hugh, Slappragh  174
Quinn, James  174
Quinn, Paddy  120

R
Rabbit Island  39, 122

Rahallan  49
Railway  15, 19, 148
Railway Road, Belcoo  109
Railway Street, Belcoo  15, 79, 109
Rasdale  111
Rasdale, Anthony P NT  101
Rasdale, Elizabeth (Liz), Anthony & Mary  101
Rasdale, Mary NT  99
Rasdale, Thomas NT  101
Rasdale, T NT  99
Rasdle  58
Raths  46, 49
Red Lion Inn  12, 15, 148
Regan, John-customs  110
Reid, Dr  15
Reid, E NT  86, 87, 104
Reid, T NT  181
Reidy  149
Richardson, P  154
Riddel, Rev R J  77
Road building  16, 17
Roads, Bridle  144
Robb, Thomas-1845  36
Rogers, Jimmy  120
Rogers, Mary-Prospect of Erne  57, 78
Rogers, RS  159
Rooney, Fr James  73, 75
Rooney, Fr John  75
Rooney, Joe  170
Rose, Rev Thomas Percival  77
Rossavalley  76
Rosscorky  28
Rossdoney  76
Rossinver  170
Rossorry  77
Round Cairn, Belcoo  42
Rowan, Hamilton  33
Rush candle  143
Rushin  15, 49, 76
Rushin-cashel  49
Russell  113
Russell, Lord, PM  34
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Rutledge's forge  145

S
Saddle Quern  44, 49
Saint Bridget  66
Saint Dunstan  140
Saint Patrick  43, 56
Samhain  47
Sams Hill  16
Scales  58, 181
Scallan, Catherine  65
Scallan, Hugh, Patrick, Bryan, Constan  65
Scallan, Peter  65
Scallan, Thorlaugh  65
Schools

Belcoo  84
Cornagee  84
Cornahawla  83, 84
Drumawillin  84
Gardenhill  84
Gardrum  84
Gortahurk West  84
Holywell Female  84
Killycreen  84
Lattone  84
Mullaghbane  84
Mullaghdun  84
Mullyardloughter  83
St Pat’s Holywell  84

Scollan  180
Scollan, Patrick  180
Scolloge, Fr  62, 65, 70, 75
Scott  114
Scott, Eddie  121
Scott, Frank & Eddie  121
Scottish Co-op  27
Scott, Mickey  121
Scott, Paddy  127
Scott, Patrick  130
Scurvy Well  45
Seanchai  81
Sessiagh  76

Shannon rising  28
Sharpe, John NT  94
Shrove Tuesday  142
Slappagh  74
Slapragh  175
Sleator, Rev William  77
Sligo  11, 13, 19, 148
Sligo, Leitrim and Northern Counties Railway  19
Slipes  17
SL&NCR  19
Slowey, Fr Austen  75
Slowey, Fr Kevin  75
Smith, Andy-policeman  116, 118
Smith, Fr Patrick  93
Smith, Miss NT  106
Smiths, Derrygonnelly  111
Smugglers  133
Smuggling  133
Smyth, Fr James  75
Soogan  174
Soothouse  170
Soup kitchens  35, 36
Spa well, Ora Beg  180
Spellman  110
Springfield  178
Springfield Co-op  27
Sprinks, N W  19, 21
Sr Jemma  106
Stable Parks  169
Stage Coach  17, 148
Standing Stone, Drumcoo  43
Standing stones  43
Standing stones, Gortnaderg  44
St Columban  78
Stewart, Denis  170
Stewart, Fr Patrick  76, 102
St Laigne  66
St Laisir  78
St Laisir’s cell  78
Stone Circle  175
St Parick’s Church, Holywell  70
St Patrick  43, 46

St Patrick’s at Holywell  73
St Patrick’s Church, Holywell  73
St Patrick's Holywell, school  87
St Patrick's, Holywell, School  88, 89, 90, 91
Strabane  17
Straw Boys  138
St Sinell  78
St Sinell's Oratory  74
St Sinnell  78
St Thady  45
St Ultan  55
Subsistence farming  17
Sullivan  104, 181
Sullivan, Gerald-Corralea  55
Sullivan, Margaret NT  99, 103, 104
Sullivan, Miss (NT)  181
Superstitions  140
Swanlinbar  13, 46
Swanston, Rev Austen  77
Sweathouse

Corryderrybrock  175
Drumkeenagh  176
Lattone  170
Meenarainey  174

Sweathouses  154
Sweeney  110

T
Tain Bo Cuailgne  45
Tangler  128
Tangler, (Dealer)  131
Tanneries  14
Tanyard  144
Tanyards  25
Tate, Dr  15, 143
Taylor & Skinner  12
Templemoyle Church  45
Templemoyle, Templemullan  72
Templenaffrin  53
Templenaffrin, Bullaun Stone  62
Templenaffrin Church  60, 71
Templerushin Church  14, 53
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Terence Pat Terry  106
Termoner  63
The Buildings of Ireland N W Ulster,  149
Thomiseens Island  122
Thornton, Sergeant  149
Tierney, Fr Francis  75
Timoney  74, 147
Timoney, Francie  174
Timoney, Francie-Aughoo  173
Timoney, Frank  118
Timoney, Fr Gerald  74, 76, 102
Timoney, Fr Patrick  76
Timoney, Grace  148
Timoney, J  73, 74, 101, 102, 172
Timoney, Jimmy  170
Timoney,  John  114
Timoney, John  130
Timoney, John, garage  112
Timoney, Mick  120, 123
Timoney, Paddy  120, 121
Timoney, Paddy-garage, Belcoo  113
Timoney, Peter (Barney)  174
Timoney's cross  118
Timoney, Sister Anne  102
Timoney, Sister Cecily  102
Toal  110
Toam River  110
Toppan  179
Tottenham  19, 176
Tottenham, Arthur Loftus  19
Towenger  113
Townland populations  32
Tracey, E NT  101
Travers, Cath A NT  96, 147
Traynor, Fr Owen  75
Traynor, Miss Leila NT  86
Treacy, Miss Agnes NT  101
Tuck mill, Holywell  25
Tullinteskin, Mass Rock  72
Tullybellina  28, 176
Tullygerrava  140
Tullyholvin School  106

Tullynacor  179
Tullyrossmearan  115, 143, 176
Tullyrossmearan-rath  49
Turnips  27

U
Ulster Custom  25
Ulster Herald  15

V
Viator  64, 65
Victoria Hotel  16
Viscount Cole  19

W
Wakeman  48
Wallace’s mill  144
Ward  93, 174
Ward, Alice  173
Ward, Fr  93
Ward, Fr John J  75
Ward , Fr Patrick  75
Ward, James  173
Wedge Tomb, Burren  42
Wedge Tombs  39
Weir, Anthony-author  154
Well Bar  79, 88, 90, 91, 111, 113
Wheat  27
Whitehead, Rev Richard  77
White, John - surgeon  161
White, William  148
Willie Kelly  115
Willock, Rev A  96
Wilson  145
Wood, George-1855  99
Wool  25
Workhouses  35
Worrel, nee Buchanan  104
Wylie, Willie  177
Wynne, Owen-Hazlewood  19
Wynn, Eugene  111

Y
Yeomen tenants  22
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The Back Cover

Back Cover

This book is a compilation of seven 
years of local history studies in the Belcoo 

area, under the leadership of Margaret Gallagher.
The book contains an amazing range of articles on local interests,

such as:
The history of the Belcoo area from the earliest times, including:- 

Megalithic Tombs, Medieval Churches, The Famine, National Schools, Local 
Churches, Holy Wells, Famine Roads, The Coming of the Railway.

The recent past:-
Townland Histories, Sweathouses, Cures & Superstitions, Smuggling,  Ted De-

Lacy's memories,  The Mummers,  to mention but a few.

It has all been brought together, in a unique format, by the Editor, 
Gaby Burns, with maps, illustrations, photographs and tables

Historical Sketches of 
the Belcoo Area

Historical Sketches of 
the Belcoo Area


