
Laura Yonan—Love Letter to Jonah   7/29/18 

 

Dear Jonah, 

Honestly, I didn’t really notice you until about two months ago. The real you, that is. If you wanted to 

talk about the countless twisted and stretched out versions of you (the Veggie Tales one being my 

personal favorite), then that I could do. When this love letter segment was presented to me, your story 

was convenient, short, and sweet. But now, having looked through your pages and dissected your true 

meaning, I sit down to write to you and, I guess an apology is in order for paying more attention to the 

delicious tootsie pops in our magical Sunday School movie room then to the lessons you were trying to 

teach. 

I never used to understand why we did the Prayer of Confession or the Assurance of Pardon. We, as 

humans, well know that we make mistakes. But if God is always watching over us doesn’t he forgive us 

right after it happens? Why do we have to say it every Sunday again and again? And after, why are we so 

quick to reassure ourselves that everything is “okay” just to make the same mistakes the next week and 

the next? 

I had been constantly searching for answers to my questions so it came as surprise and delight to find 

them in your story. Jonah attempted to run away from God by stowing away on a ship where no one 

knew him or what he had done. Without the prayer of confession pushing us to openly confess our sins 

to ourselves and others, we too are, in a way, following in Jonah’s footsteps; refusing to admit what 

we’ve done and running the other way. I mean, I don’t know about you guys, but I’d rather not face the 

fate of camping out in a giant fish’s stomach for three days. So by saying the prayer of confession, we 

are accepting our mistakes and making the conscious decision to change our ways. 

The lesson for the assurance of pardon took me a little longer to find. But with your help Jonah, I was 

able to pull a lesson from your story that is found in the assurance as well, which is: God cares less about 

the actual act of confessing as he does wanting us to know that we can learn and grow from our 

mistakes. The assurance’s purpose is not to put us at ease, but it is rather God saying, “Thanks for 

confessing and telling the truth. And I forgive you and all, but how are you going to use that forgiveness 

to change for the better? Go now. I’ll be there every step of the way. Look to me for guidance but try it 

on your own first.” 

As I come to the end of your letter with some questions answered and lessons piling up, I am able to see 

that your story portrays an aspect of God like so many other stories in the Bible. God is always with us. It 

is clear that no matter how deep we dive or how strongly we push away any bad thing we’ve done, the 

Lord will pull us up and say, “I forgive you! Now go out and become the person I already know you are.” 

So Jonah. Saying “I love you” at this time may be considered too forward. But for now I will say a 

thousand times thank you for showing me, in new ways, God’s endless support, even in doubt and 

hiding, for each and every one of us. 

Love, 

Laura 


