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I
t was 6.30 pm at Ochan-
ja Market on February 
22. Traffic had built up. 
Scores of people were 

hurrying home. The large 
pool of market men and 
women waving down com-
mercial motorcycles and tri-
cycles were indications that it 
was time to go home.

Market men and women, 
who had sampled their wares 
since 7 am, were now pack-
ing them into their dimly-lit 
shops and warehouses. They 
had to pack and go home. The 

ODINAKA ANUDU

Continues on  Page 5

The plight of Nigerian shoe maker
Ochanja Market Association 
officials were already dishing 
out orders, waving canes on 
those who were not making 
efforts to pack.

It was almost a bye-law 
that everybody must close at 
6.30 pm and go home.

As the traders were hur-
riedly packing their wares, 
two shoe makers were busy 
gumming the leathers and 
pushing the nails.

They did not have to go 
home at 6.30. Samuel Oke-
chukwu of Smart Leather, 
one of the shoe makers, had 
to deliver eight pairs of shoes 
by the end of the week. The 

other, John Obane, who man-
ages Brendan Shoes, must 
deliver 12.  

So they must stay till 10 
pm and re-open at 7 am the 
following day. Much of the 
money given to them by their 
customers had gone into the 
purchase of raw materials 
such as animal skins, syn-
thetic leather, gums, and nails.

The two shoe makers get 
animal skins from northern 
Nigeria as raw materials. But 
these are no more coming 
regularly, as northern traders 
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Nnamdi Kanu’s mega bail

I
n discussing the bail conditions 
granted to Nnamdi Kanu, lead-
er of the Indigenous Peoples 
of Biafra (IPOB), by the Abuja 
Division of the Federal High 

Court last Tuesday, a critic of the 
judgment likened them to the im-
possible demands an oracle would 
usually make of an adherent who 
has come to ask for a favour or who 
has come to appease the gods.

“Kanu was asked to produce the 
balls of an ant, the moustache of a 
lizard, and the urine of a domestic 
fowl,” said the critic who has asked 
not to be named.

Indeed, the popular feeling since 
Tuesday when the news emerged 
that Justice Binta Nyako of the Fed-
eral High Court had admitted Kanu 
to bail on health grounds has been 
that the bail conditions amounted 
to denial of bail.

In granting Kanu bail, Justice 
Nyako had in a brief ruling said 
she was convinced that Kanu was 
ill and needed more medical atten-
tion than the Nigerian Prisons was 
giving him. She, however, refused 
bail to the three other defendants 
who are standing trial with Kanu 
– Chidiebere Onwudiwe, Benjamin 
Madubugwu and David Nwawuisi.

Kanu and the three co-defen-
dants are standing trial for alleged 
treasonable felony, the charge of 
terrorism against them having been 
struck out.

“The first defendant, Nnamdi 
Kanu, has appealed to the court for 
bail based on health grounds and it 
is only the living that can stand trial. 
So I am minded to grant him bail so 
that he can attend to his health and 
face his trial alive,” Justice Nyako said.

She, however, gave conditions 
which Kanu must fulfil before he 
could be released on bail and to 
continue to enjoy the temporary 
freedom. The matter was adjourned 
till July 11 and 12 for definite com-
mencement of trial.

The bail conditions
Justice Nyako asked Nnamdi 

Kanu to provide three sureties in 
the sum of N100 million each. One of 
the sureties must be a senior highly 
placed person of Igbo extraction, 
such as a senator; the second surety 
must be a highly respected Jewish 
leader since Kanu professes Judaism 
as his religion; while the third surety 
must be a highly respected person 
who is resident in Abuja and owns 
landed property in Abuja.

Other bail conditions reeled out 
by Justice Nyako include that the 
IPOB leader must never hold rallies 
while on bail; he must not grant 
interviews; he must not be in a 
crowd of more than 10 people; he 
must deposit his Nigerian as well as 
his British passport with the court, 
which means that he cannot travel 
out of the country while the bail 
lasts; and he must provide the court 
with reports on the progress of his 

health and treatment on a monthly 
basis.

Civil society, others react
In a statement in Abuja, a coali-

tion of civil society groups criticized 
the bail conditions granted to Kanu, 
noting that the excessive and very 
stringent conditions amounted to 
denial of bail.

In the statement – signed by Eze 
Onyekpere of Centre for Social Jus-
tice, Sam Amadi, Benedict Ezeagu 
of Save Nigeria Group, Princewill 
Akpakpan of Lawyers of Conscience, 
Okere Nnamdi of Kingdom Human 
Rights Foundation, Ibuchukwu 
Ezike of Civil Liberties Organisa-
tion, Chris Nwadigo of People’s 
Rights Organisation, Dede Uzor of 
Campaign for Democracy, and Mat-
thew Edaghese of Access to Rights 
Initiative – the group argued that in 
the overall interest of the criminal 
justice system and the reputation 
of Nigeria as a democratic society, it 
was imperative that these bail condi-
tions be varied or, in the alternative, 
Kanu should be freed uncondition-
ally to attend to his health.

It said the condition that Kanu 
must not be in a crowd of more than 
10 persons was an impossible condi-
tion to fulfil. It argued that the condi-
tion implied that Kanu can no longer 
go to a church or a place of worship, 
market place, restaurant, among oth-
ers, adding that he would violate the 
condition if his immediate nuclear 
and extended families who would 
welcome him number more than 10.

“While we admit that the exercise 
of discretion and the conditions at-
tached to bail may vary from case 
to case, it must be situated within 
the context of constitutionalism, 
legality, the facts of the case and 
follow judicial precedent,” it said in 

the bail conditions and handed them 
over to Justice Nyako who read 
them in court.

In a statement signed by its 
spokespersons, Emma Nmezu and 
Clifford Chukwuemeka Iroanya, the 
pro-Biafran group stressed that the 
bail terms were defective and a show 
of “judicial recklessness and rascal-
ity”, adding that they were “booby 
traps” meant to ensnare and “gag its 
leader perpetually”.

IPOB faulted the entire bail con-
ditions, alleging that “Justice Nyako 
has brought the Nigerian judicial 
system to the lowest ebb” and call-
ing on the Chief Justice of Nigeria, 
Walter Onnoghen, to intervene in 
Kanu’s trial and salvage the “tattered 
image of the Nigerian judiciary”.

Emeka Okafor, chairman of South 
East Caucus of Interparty Advisory 
Council (IPAC), while welcoming the 
bail, rejected the conditions attached 
to it, saying it amounted to denying 
Kanu his fundamental rights.

The IPOB leader’s father, His 
Royal Highness, Eze Israel Kanu, and 
his wife, Ugoeze Sally Kanu, were 
also said to have rejected the bail 
conditions, saying their son should 
be released unconditionally.

The monarch was quoted as say-
ing while the family was happy 
over the bail granted their son, they 
rejected the bail conditions which 
they said were not necessary.

“The bail condition was like giv-
ing something with one hand and 
taking it with the other hand. The 
IPOB leader must be set free with-
out any condition attached. The 
federal government should release 
my son unconditionally. The world 
should judge if the bail conditions 
are proper,” he said.

Not impossible after all?
Amid these reactions, however, 

reports emerged on Wednesday 
that the IPOB leader had denied a 
media report that he rejected the 
bail granted him on Tuesday. There 
were earlier media reports that 
Kanu rejected the bail because his 
co-defendants were not allowed bail.

PREMIUM TIMES quoted Ifeanyi 
Ejiofor, Kanu’s lawyer, to have said 
in an interview that the report that 
his client rejected the bail was all 
rumours, adding that Kanu would 
meet the conditions within 48 
hours. He, however, warned that 
any attempt by the government to 
afterward deny his client bail would 
be vehemently resisted.

“Nnamdi Kanu was granted bail. 
The court has listed a number of 
terms and conditions that we believe 
will be complied with within 48 
hours,” Ejiofor was quoted to have 
said.

“Any attempt by the government 
to flout this court order must be re-
sisted. In fact, it will bring to an end 
this trial, because we will opt out. 
We will not allow him to continue 
with the trial.”

As at the time of filing in this re-
port, it was not clear whether or not 
Kanu had met the bail conditions.

the statement.
The group further contended that 

asking for a surety who is a senior 
and highly placed Igbo person, such 
as a senator, begged the question, 
querying the rationale for a surety 
of Igbo ethnic nationality.

“And if Mr. Kanu cannot get a 
senator to stand surety for him, he 
will not be allowed to go and attend 
to his health? How many senators, 
in these days of the anti-corruption 
drive, will agree to post a bail bond 
for N100 million without making 
themselves vulnerable to being 
pulled over by the anti-corruption 
agencies?” it asked.

“It therefore seems that in restrict-
ing one of the sureties to be a senator 
of Igbo ethnic nationality, Mr. Kanu 
has, contrary to section 42 (1) (a) of 
the Constitution of the Federal Re-
public of Nigeria 1999 (as amended), 
been subjected in the practical ap-
plication of the law to disabilities 
and restrictions to which citizens 
of Nigeria of other communities, 
ethnic groups and places of origin 
are not made subject to. There is no 
precedent for this aspect of the rul-
ing,” it further said.

The group also condemned the 
conditions that a prominent Jew-
ish leader should be the second 
surety, adding that ordering Kanu 
not to address rallies or grant media 
interviews was “a violation of fun-
damental human rights entrenched 
in Chapter Four of the Constitution”.

“Even while in detention, he has 
not been restricted from having 
contact with the media,” it said in 
the statement.

On its part, IPOB also condemned 
the bail conditions granted its incar-
cerated leader, claiming that Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari wrote 

Nnamdi Kanu
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2019: Credible election hangs on 
Nnamani’s electoral panel

W
hile political stake-
holders are largely 
excited about the 
early release of the 
2019 general elec-

tions timetable by the Independent 
National Electoral Commission (INEC), 
an overall positive experience will 
however be based on the timely sub-
mission of recommendations of the 
Ken Nnamani-led Electoral Reform 
Committee and the willingness of 
its sponsor to implement it, reports 
BDSUNDAY.

In what many political historians 
and pundits now term ‘policy sum-
mersault’ and waste of taxpayers’, re-
sources, while Nigerians are still wait-
ing to know the recommendations 
from the former senate president’s 
team and its fate, Mahmood Yakubu-
led INEC last month released a time 
table which fixed the next Presiden-
tial and National Assembly elections 
on February 16, the governorship 
and that of the State Assembly polls 
on March 2, 2019, leaving observers 
wondering if the Nnamani’s recom-
mendations would end up like others 
before it.

Suspicion of the intentions of  the 
All Progressive Congress (APC)-led 
federal government to constitute 
another money-guzzling electoral 
reform appears to have deepened 
further since the day INEC released 
the timetable for the 2019 general 
elections.

Even more suspicious before now 
was that the Nnamani’s committee 
came soon after the President had 
openly dismissed the report of the 
2014 National Conference organised 
by former President Goodluck Jona-
than as ‘only fit for the archives’; and 
yet, it was a gathering of key stake-
holders that cost the country over N6 
billion.

When the 24-man committee 
was constituted in October 2016, the 
terms of reference read by Abubakar 
Malami, attorney-general and minis-
ter of Justice was to “review electoral 
environment, laws and experiences 
from recent elections conducted in Ni-
geria and make recommendations to 
strengthen and achieve the conduct of 
free and fair elections in Nigeria; and 
take a holistic look at the recommen-
dations of Justice Muhammadu Uwais 
Electoral Reform Committee”; and the 
committee was given 10 months to 
submit its report. 

Several senior Nigerian citizens 
did not hide their displeasure when 
President Buhari inaugurated the 
Nnamani’s committee, expressing 
the view that if the President were 
sincere, he would start implementing 
the much-appreciated 2008 Justice 
Uwais’s Report, rather than engage in 
yet another ‘white elephant project’ 
at a huge cost to the Nigerian people.

The late President Umaru Yar’Adua 
had, after acknowledging the process 
that brought him to office as fraudu-

lent during his inaugural speech, 
thereafter set-up a 22-member Elec-
toral Reform Committee, headed by 
Muhammadu Uwais, former Chief 
Justice of Nigeria, “to examine the 
entire Nigerian electoral process with 
a view to ensuring that the quality and 
standard of our general elections are 
raised and consequently deepen the 
country’s democracy”.

The Report made general and 
specific recommendations (including 
but not limited to constitutional and 
legislative provisions and/or amend-
ments), a total of 83 recommendations.

The committee established that 
the lack of independence of INEC at 
both the Federal and State levels is a 
key deficiency of Nigeria’s electoral 
process and made appropriate recom-
mendations to address the focal issues 
of the composition, administrative 
autonomy and funding of the electoral 
commissions.

Part of its recommendations was 
that a special prosecutorial body to 
be known as Electoral Offences Com-
mission should be established to work 
independently in the arraignment 
and prosecution of electoral offenders, 
but successive administrations have 
rather looked the other way by setting 
up their own similar committee as it is 
the tradition.

 Timely release of timetable com-
mendable

 Balarabe Musa, a former governor 
of the old Kaduna State and chairman, 
Conference of Nigerian Political Party 
(CNPP), an umbrella body for political 
parties in the country, told BDSUN-
DAY that the announcement of time-
table for the 2019 general elections 
two years earlier is commendable but 
lamented that there was nothing cur-
rently on ground to show the electoral 
umpire was prepared.

“The idea is to get all stakeholders 

to prepare. You know it takes time for 
INEC to secure funds from the FG but 
with this development, they should 
work towards securing the needed 
funds on time. But political parties 
were not consulted before the decision 
was reached by INEC, which has cre-
ated suspicion,” he said.

According to him, there is nothing 
on ground to show that INEC is doing 
anything to correct several abnor-
mally in Nigeria’s electoral structure 
like moneybags politics and unmaking 
sources of funds of political parties, 
warning that if not checked, only 
criminals and those who looted the 
nation’s treasury can contest for politi-
cal office.

Section 225 (2) of the 1999 Constitu-
tion specifically requires that political 
parties disclose their sources of funds 
and their manner of expenditures to 
the electoral umpire, while section 
226 (3) provides every member of the 
commission or its duly authorized 
agent with unfettered right to access 
at all times the books and accounts and 
vouchers of all political parties and to 
request from the officers of the political 
party such information and explana-
tion as they deem necessary.

Additionally, section 84 (7) of the 
Electoral Act 2002 also mandates INEC 
to make available for public inspection 
during regular business hours at the 
national and state offices the audited 
returns of political parties, stating that 
the publication shall include name, 
address, occupation and amount 
contributed by each contributor to 
political parties.

“The electoral reform committee set 
up by Buhari was just a deception. But 
why waste taxpayers’ money when 
you already have several recommen-
dations? The recommendation of the 
Uwais committee that cost so much 
money and produced a White Paper 

has not been implemented. It took 
billions of Naira for the government to 
have the Uwais Report. The Ken Nna-
mani committee was a ridiculous idea 
from day one”, said visibly angry Musa.

He also complained that INEC is not 
adequately carrying out its mandates, 
as it regards political parties, saying 
that parties in Nigeria lack managerial 
skills, a deficiency he says INEC could 
overcome.

“At a recent stakeholders’ meeting 
organised by INEC in conjunction 
with an NGO where I served as a 
member of the Policy and Strategic 
Committee, I walked out of the event 
because of INEC officials handling 
of things. How can you organise an 
event for political parties and you fill 
the place with mainly INEC officials 
and few people the event is meant for? 
Even officials of political parties are a 
greater problem; they only attended 
the event because they were invited. 
They are not ready to sponsor any 
meeting,” he said.

 ‘INEC is deceiving itself’ 
 Ayo Opadokun, ex-secretary of the 

pan-Yoruba socio-political group, Af-
enifere, and publicity secretary of the 
National Democratic Coalition (NDC), 
told BDSUNDAY that the claims of 
recorded improvements in Nigerian 
electoral process by the current lead-
ership of INEC is only ‘self-deception’ 
which he says cannot convince keen 
observers of the Nigerian political 
drama.

He said: “INEC can continue to 
deceive itself by releasing electoral 
guidelines for 2019 general elections 
and its claims of adequate prepared-
ness. INEC’s alleged improvements can 
best suit the politicians themselves, 
who are the only beneficiaries, not the 
Nigerian electorate”.

Asked about the relevance of the 
Ken Nnamani-led committee since 
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ducts and fraudulent activities.

“As long as we refused to imple-
ment, at least, few recommendations 
of the Justice Uwais’ report, Nigeria 
is not ready to conduct free and fair 
elections that its integrity cannot be 
challenged by both local and interna-
tional observers.

“How can Ken Nnamani substitute 
for the 2014 National Conference’s 
electoral recommendations that had 
significant number of Nigerians repre-
sented at the Confab? Like I said earlier, 
the Ken Nnamani’s committee is just a 
game the Nigerian State plays”, he said.

According to him, the northern 
delegates at the 2014 Conference who 
recently came out to denounce the rec-
ommendations were doing so because 
the Nigeria’s political structure gave 
the north undue advantage and that 
the region’s elites are using ‘force of 
arm’ to intimidate and hold down the 
rest who are calling for a democrati-
cally renegotiated Nigeria.

“Such attitude is what our Colonial 
Masters left us with; which is our main 
problem today. It is the reason for our 
military national politics; and the con-
sequences of the military dictatorship 
which completely abrogated the 1963 
Republican Constitution. But today, 
they are lying to us that what we have 
is a Federal Government; and until 
we turn to the 1963 constitution, we 
will not know peace and progress in 
Nigeria,” he said. 

The northern delegates to 2014 
Confab had recently warned against 
attempt by any group to seek to imple-
ment or influence the FG or any of its 
institutions to use the report under 
any guise for the purpose of restruc-
turing Nigeria, saying that major deci-
sions reached were arrived at through 
‘undemocratic’ means.

Efforts to reach Ken Nnamani for 

comment was not successful as calls to 
his mobile phone were not answered. 
As at the time of filing in this report he 
had also yet to reply an sms (text mes-
sage) asking for the level of completion 
of his committee’s electoral review.

 The National Assembly amend-
ments

 Although, the National Assembly, 
the Senate in particular, has recently 
been busy amending sections of the 
Electoral Acts, there are still public 
outcries against the senior lawmakers 
due to perceived high attention given 
to sections that protect the lawmakers’ 
interest, rather than the interest of the 
electoral system.

For instance, in the amended Acts, 
all members of political parties are 
now eligible to determine the ad-hoc 
delegates to elect candidates of parties 
in indirect primaries; and the capacity 
of party executives to unduly influ-
ence or rig party primaries has been 
reasonably abridged.

The Senate also amended the cur-
rent Acts to legalise the use of smart 
card readers for the authentication of 
accredited voters as was done in the 
2015 general election; and another 
amendment which paves the way for 
electronic voting in future elections.

But some groups which faulted the 
Senate amendments to the Electoral 
Act 2010 say it falls short of the ex-
pectation of vast majority of Nigeri-
ans, who have been disenfranchised 
because of the heavy monetisation 
of politics, demanding that the law-
makers work assiduously to make 
the 2019 general election a victory for 
Nigerians.

 Monetisation and State Electoral 
Body 

 But as Nigerians continue to debate 
electoral reform at the federal level, 
unless something drastic is done by rel-

evant stakeholders particularly State 
Houses of Assembly before the 2019 
general election, State Independent 
Electoral Commission (SIEC) may fur-
ther worsen Nigeria’s electoral woes, 
as Local Government chairmanship 
candidates are said to be parting with 
N500, 000 to the SIEC before contest-
ing the position under the current 
dispensation.

In the recently held Ebonyi State 
LG polls, chairmanship candidates 
parted with N500, 000, while coun-
cillorship candidates parted with 
N100, 000; but the case for aspiring 
councilors in the fast approaching 
Jigawa State LG polls is worse as they 
are to pay the sum of N200, 000 to 
participate while that of chairman-
ship remains N500, 000; and this is 
excluding the fee for political parties’ 
nomination form.

Osadolor Ochei, a Benin-based 
multiple award winning human rights 
activist, told BDSUNDAY that the 
trend is becoming worrisome and that 
it is unacceptable for that to continue 
under a government that promised 
to fight corruption and bring change.

“This money politics is the reason 
we have criminals occupying elective 
positions in Nigeria. If someone pays 
so much to a political party and state 
electoral body to contest election, any 
wonder they steal public funds when 
they get into office! Elections in Nigeria 
are no longer on the basis of popularity, 
just bring in the money and you are a 
hero. This is how we have succeeded 
in electing criminals to represent us,” 
he said.

Debo Adeniran, executive chair-
man, Centre for Anti-Corruption and 
Open Leadership (CACOL), said the 
trend can only entrench corruption 
and make it difficult for credible Nige-
rians who don’t have such money to 

contest for political office even at the 
local government level.

“There is nothing civil society can 
do under such circumstance because it 
is entirely parties’ affairs. But sadly, the 
political parties that should be fighting 
the menace are not complaining and 
the candidates themselves have not 
come out to say it is too much for them. 
But the trend is highly regrettable,” he 
told BDSUNDAY.

Ayodele Folaniyi, head of depart-
ment, INEC’s Voter Education and 
Publicity, Oyo State, told BDSUNDAY 
that the electoral umpire has nothing 
to do with the money collected from 
candidates by state electoral bodies, 
saying that the state governments 
decide what happens at that level.

“It is the State Houses of Assembly 
that make law for the state electoral 
bodies. The law only permits INEC to 
provide voters register to them when 
they are preparing for local govern-
ment election. They are not under 
the control of INEC. It’s only the State 
Assembly that can order state elec-
toral body to either drop such a fee 
or reduce it to a fee many can afford,” 
he said.

On the release of the 2019 electoral 
timetable, he said INEC is making all 
stakeholders prepare for a hitch-free 
election by doing so, with the hope 
that those with the power to make 
law and implement it will do their job 
before the stipulated time.

“We are also expecting some chang-
es to the electoral act which is current-
ly before the National Assembly; there 
is also a review committee which has 
been going round the country and 
so, the timetable is making everyone 
work seriously. But there are certain 
aspects of current electoral laws like 
voters’ register and wages that will not 
change before 2019,” he said.

L-R: Executive Secretary of the Nigerian Shippers’ Council, Hassan Bello; Director-General NIMASA, Dakuku 
Peterside; Outgoing Chairman of AAMA, Sobantu Tilayi, and the Chairman, Governing Board of NIMASA,  
Jonathan India Garba, retired major-general, during the AAMA Conference which held in Abuja, recently.
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The plight of Nigerian...

and tanneries now pre-
fer to sell the goat skins, 
the cow skins and the 
sheep skins to European 
companies and their 
representatives who are 
ready to pay more.

“When they export, 
they get dollars that are 
locally scarce. Second-
ly, the Europeans, who 
even come into Nigeria 
to buy, pay much high-
er. If you pay N10,000 
for animal skins, they 
can pay N30,000,” John 
Obane of Brendan Shoes 
told BD Sunday.

Nigeria has more ani-
mal skins than Ethiopia, 
which is now world’s 
hub for shoes. Nigeria 
has 131 million cattle, 
goats and sheep, accord-
ing to the Federal Minis-
try of Agriculture (2011 
figures).

Ethiopia is home to 
56 million cattle, which 
provide ready raw ma-
terials to shoe makers.

However, as Ethiopia 
feeds its shoe industry 

with local animal skins, 
Nigerian tanneries in 
Kano and Kaduna are 
exporting the commod-
ities, earning dollars 
even when local indus-
tries are in dire need 
of them. The impact of 
this is that shoe mak-
ers in Nigeria are still 
forced to import leather 
and other raw materials 
from China and West 
Africa.

“Once the tanneries 
are through with pro-
duction, they export the 
entire finished leather 
to the detriment of local 
leather works manu-
facturers. This is affect-
ing the finished leather 
sector in Lagos, Onitsha 
and especially the Aba 
cluster,” Ken Anyanwu, 
national secretary, As-
sociation of Leather and 
Allied Industrialists of 
Nigeria (ALAIN) com-
plained to BD Sunday.  

According to Jide 
Ipaye, founder of Ke-
exs Footwear, an Afri-
can- inspired range of 
casual footwear such 

as sneakers and smart 
shoes, there is still no 
consistency in the sup-
ply of raw materials for 
the shoe industry in 
Nigeria, owing to poor 
organisation of the sub-
sector.

The two shoe mak-
ers in Ochanja market 
have another challenge 
in their hands: Power. 
They use generators for 
more than eight hours 
each day, because there 
are incessant electric-
ity interruptions. These 
generators consume 
doses of litres of fuel 
and constitute noise pol-
lution to nearby homes.

“The impact of this 
on cost of production is 
huge,” Samuel Okechuk-
wu of Smart Leather 
told BD Sunday. “Owing 
to the power problems, 
the ex-factory price of a 
pair of slippers may cost 
N1,300. But it is hard 
to sell it above N1,500,” 
Okechukwu said. 

“Many Nigerians 
don’t have confidence 
in us. They believe our 

products are not good 
enough. They prefer 
Chinese products, but 
we have high quality 
local shoes. The major 
challenge is often raw 
materials,” he added.

The Nigerian shoe 
maker is innovative and 
creative. But there is 
still something lacking, 
which makes attracting 
big money investors 
difficult.

Multiple taxation is 
on, roads are majorly 
bad and inaccessible, 
and there is still gov-
ernment bureaucracy. 
Cheap funds are almost 
non-existent.

Just between Octo-
ber and December 2016, 
Ethiopia attracted over 
$500 million in FDI to 
the shoe and leather 
industry. About 124 
investors willing to in-

vest $3.5 billion have 
since indicated inter-
est to swell the export-
oriented shoe market, 
according to the Ethio-
pian Investment Com-
mission (EIC).

“Ethiopia has invest-
ed in the shoe space. But 
this is still lacking in Ni-
geria. Aba, for instance, 
has not done well in 

Continued from page 1

Continues on page 9
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Abiola Ajimobi

BEDC resolves 128,000 complaints 
on low supply, bill estimations

O
y o  S t a t e 
Governor, 
Abiola Aji-
mobi, has 
appealed to 

the police authority to 
clamp down on the mur-
derous herdsmen and 
kidnappers disturbing 
the peace of the country 
with the same intensity 
it crushed the Boko Ha-
ram insurgents.

T h e  g o v e r n o r , 
who made the appeal 
through his Deputy, 
Alake Adeyemo, who 
received the Deputy 
Inspector-General of Po-
lice in charge of South-
west, Foluso Adebanjo, 
at the Executive Cham-
ber of the Governor’s Of-
fice, in Ibadan restated 
the need for the police 
to continue to collabo-
rate with other security 
and intelligence agen-
cies across the country 
to overcome the men-
ace of kidnappers and 
herdsmen ravaging the 
country.

Emphasising the need 
for unity and peaceful 
c o existenc e among 
citizens, he said it was 
only in an atmosphere 

of peace that businesses 
could thrive and inves-
tors attracted at this pe-
riod that the country’s 
economy was tottering.

The governor ex-
pressed appreciation to 
the officers and men of 
the police at the state 
command for their un-
relenting efforts at fos-
tering a secured state, 
which, he said, was the 
foundation of economic 
viability.

Ajimobi said: “Our first 
priority on assumption 
of office in 2011 was to 
foster peaceful atmo-
sphere in the state. We 
are happy today that 
Oyo State is one of the 
most secured in the 
country.

“We want to appeal 
to the police authority 
to replicate the collab-
orative efforts employed 
in overcoming the Boko 
Haram menace in bat-
tling herdsmen crisis as 
well as the recent spate 
of kidnapping in the 
country.

“The economy of this 
country can only im-
prove in an atmosphere 
that is peaceful for busi-
nesses and living. We 
cannot do businesses in 

an insecure environ-
ment. Similarly, we will 
be scaring investors 
away when the envi-
ronment is not peaceful.”

Earlier, the DIG had 
commended the gover-
nor for sustaining the 
peaceful environment 
he enthroned on as-
sumption of office in 
2011. He said he was 
touring the Southwest to 
assess the level of secu-

AkinrEmi FEyisipo

rity and to interact with 
the stakeholders on the 
state of affairs.

The police boss added 
that the meetings were 
also aimed at discussing 
mutual efforts required 
to bolster security situa-
tion within the zone.

Adebanjo said: “Oyo 
is one of the states the 
Inspector-General of Po-
lice (Ibrahim Idris) loves 
because of its peculiar 

peaceful atmosphere. He 
directed all DIGs to visit 
all their zones within 
two weeks to have on-
the-spot assessment of 
security situations in 
each state.

“I have met with se-
curity stakeholders in 
the state like the Police 
Community Relation 
Committee (PCRC), Emi-
nent People’s Forum, 
and traditional institu-
tion, among others to 
discuss how to maintain 
the current peaceful at-
mosphere in Oyo State. 
On our part, we will con-
tinue to discharge our re-
sponsibilities with strict 
adherence to the sanc-
tity of human rights. We 
have warned our men 
that any police officer 
found to have used his 
weapons to kill or maim 
innocent citizens would 
be tried within 48 hours 
of such incident.”

He added that ad-
equate policing was a 
joint responsibility of 
the security agencies 
and the entire citizenry, 
appealing to members of 
the society to contribute 
their quota towards the 
attainment of peaceful 
coexistence of all.

Ajimobi charges police to tame 
murderous herdsmen, kidnappers

A
desuyi Haas-
trup, the for-
mer deputy 
governor of 

Osun State, has explained 
why he is deeply mourn-
ing Isiaka Adeleke, a for-
mer governor of Osun 
State and serving senator 
who died last Sunday.

Explaining his deep 
sorrow while commiser-
ating with the family of 
the late politician, Haas-
trup, who served as the 
deputy governor of Osun 
State during the adminis-
tration of Adeleke as the 
governor of the state (from 
January 1992 to Novem-
ber 1993), said: “We had 
the unique opportunity 
of piloting the affairs of 
our young state for almost 
two years before the mili-
tary interregnum cut the 
life of that administration 
short. Isiaka Adeleke was 
a selfless and commit-
ted leader who exhibited 
unparalleled passion and 
love for the good people 
of Osun State.”

According to him, “I 
received with shock, the 
news of the demise of 
lsiaka Adeleke. I recall 
with nostalgia the com-
mitment and enviable 
achievements of the 
first civilian administra-
tion of Osun State under 
Governor Isiaka Adeleke, 
whom I had the privilege 
of working with.”

“Our prayers and 
thoughts are with his 
family and loved ones as 
well as the people of Ede, 
his hometown at this dif-
ficult period in time. We 
pray that God Almighty 
will rest his soul in peace,” 
he further said.

Adeleke died last Sun-
day in a hospital in Os-
hogbo, Osun State, at 62. 
He was also a three-time 
senator who represented 
Osun West Senatorial 
District. He had, at vari-
ous times, served as the 
chairman of the Gov-
erning Council, Nige-
rian Export Promotion 
Council (NEPC) and as 
pro-chancellor and chair-
man, Governing Council, 
University of Calabar.

In 1992, he was elected 
the first civilian Gover-
nor of Osun State on the 
platform of the now de-
funct Social Democratic 
Party (SDP), while Haas-
trup was elected Deputy 
Governor. Some of the 
notable achievements of 
the Adeleke-Haastrup 
administration include 
the establishment of the 
Osun State Polytechnic, 
Iree; the establishment of 
a college of technology at 
Esa-Oke and the comple-
tion of the Osun State 
Broadcasting Corpora-
tion (OSBC).

Why i mourn 
Adeleke, by 
Haastrup
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A
s the Nige-
rian Electric-
ity Regulatory 
Commission 

(NERC) opened its Cus-
tomer Complaints Fo-
rum Office in Asaba, 
Delta State on Tuesday, 
Managing Director/
CEO, Benin Electricity 
Distribution Plc (BEDC), 
Funke Osibodu has 
said that the commis-
sioning of the Asaba 
Customer Complaints 
Forum Office, geared 
towards speedy resolu-
tion of electricity dis-
putes will re-invigorate 
BEDC’s commitment to 
improve customer ser-
vice standard in Delta 
State despite numerous 
challenges confronting 
distribution companies 
(discos) bordering on 
low power generation to 
the grid, metering gaps, 
transmission limitations, 
low payment culture 
and power infrastruc-
ture vandalism, among 
others.

“The power sector is a 
value chain comprising 
of generation, transmis-
sion, distribution and 
ultimately the customer 
utilisation. This implies 
a string of interdepen-
dency amongst the four 
tiers. Whilst the cus-

tomer is king, he must 
pay for services ren-
dered to him, in order 
to ensure that the entire 
value chain continues 

to provide good service,” 
remarked Osibodu who 
was represented by the 
Executive Director, Com-
mercial, Abu Ejoor.

The MD of BEDC 
further disclosed that 
BEDC has res olve d 
about 128,000 com-
plaints since inception 

till date, majority of 
them bordering on low 
supply and bill estima-
tion complaints. She 
added that as part of ef-
forts at resolving com-
plaints on estimated 
billing and in order to 
assist customer self-
manage and regulate 
their electricity con-
sumption, BEDC has 
also introduced the bill-
ing calculator format.

This she explained, 
is for customers to es-
timate their potential 
billing from consump-
tion, adding “custom-
ers can thus calculate  
the installed electrical 
load in the customer’s 
premises in conjunction 
with available power 
supplied to produce an 
estimate of likely billing 
and use same to cross 
check the billing as well 
as manage the use of ap-
pliances that consume 
heavy load.”

……as nErC opens Asaba Forum office

Abu Ejoor, executive director, commercial, Benin Electricity Distribution plc. (BEDC)  delivering his opening 
speech at the commissioning of the Asaba Customer Complaints Forum last Tuesday. He is flanked (from left) 
by Chijioke Obi, DGM, consumer affairs, Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission (NERC); Moses Arigu, 
NERC commissioner and the commissioner for Energy, Delta State, Newworld Safugha.
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FCTA moves to end traffic gridlock on 
Abuja-Nyanya-Karu-Karshi road

M
u h a m -
mad Bel-
lo, min-
ister of 
Federal 

Capital Territory (FCT), 
has unveiled the admin-
istration’s plan towards 
ending the perennial 
traffic gridlock along 
Abuja-Nyanya- Karu-
Jikwoyi-Karshi road, 
thereby enhancing the 
free flow of vehicles and 
reducing the man hour 
often lost by commuters 
and other road users on 
that road.

Bello expressed the 
commitment while in-
augurating a Ministerial 
Task Force to decongest 
traffic along the Abuja-
Nyanya- Karu-Jikwoyi-
Karshi road of the Ter-
ritory as well as evacu-
ate accumulated refuse 
from that area.

Addressing the Task 
Force, the Minister 
declared that it is un-
acceptable that a dual 
carriageway well con-

structed to the highest 
engineering standards 
to cater for the residents 
of that axis has become 
a long stretch of refuse 
dump.

“For the first time in 
my life, I have seen a 
place inhabited by very 
vibrant people, very af-
fluent, yet it is one aspect 
of Abuja where I see that 
people will collect their 
refuse and drop on the 
road median.

“I have never seen 
that anywhere in the 
world and definitely you 
all agree with me that 
this is not acceptable 
and should not be part of 
the Abuja of our dream,” 
he said.

According to him, the 
initiative was aimed at 
rolling out sustainable 
action that will improve 
both the aesthetics and 
traffic situation along 
that axis and one that 
would be owned by the 
people after the Task 
Force might have com-
pleted its work.

B e l l o ,  h o w e v e r, 
charged the Task Force 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

is vibrant economically, 
a lot of our social and 
political problems will 
be reduced.

“You have to be very 
diplomatic, very kind, 
very accommodating, 
very understanding as 
much as possible, that 
is why all the key de-

partments are in this 
task force. If for any rea-
sons, relocations have 
to be made, make sure 
you make alternative 
arrangements for who-
ever is going to be relo-
cated?”

The Minister ex-
pressed confidence that 
given the caliber of the 
Chairman of the task 
force, and its member-
ship, he was sure that 
by the time the team 
was done with its as-
signment in the next six 
months, the city would 
be the better for it.

In his acceptance 
sp e e ch,  the Chair-
man of the Ministerial 
Task Force on Traffic 
Decongestion on Abu-
ja-Nyanya-Jikwoyi-
Karshi Road, Maj. Gen 
Emmanuel Nienge (rtd), 
said the task force will 
complete its assignment 
within the allotted time-
frame as it has already 
hit the ground running 
and holding series of 
preliminary meetings 
with members and other 
stakeholders

Traffic gridlock on Abuja-Nyanya-Karu-Karshi road

Students’ knowledge of Chemistry on 
display as Pz Cusson crowns 2017 winner   

O
g u n m o l a 
Dara, a stu-
dent of New 
Hall Interna-

tional School, Lekki has 
emerged winner of the 
2017 Chemistry chal-
lenge competition or-
ganised by PZ Cusson 
Limited and would go 
home with N700, 000 
and a laptop.

Dara was adjudged 
the best in a keenly 
contested Chemistry 
Challenge which started 
with over 3000 students 
from over 1500 schools 
to the epic finals that 
took place at Muson 
Centre Lagos.

According to him, 
“Despite his initial fear, 
the encouragement 
and assurances from 
his teacher Raphael Ad-
eoye, helped him over-
come all doubts. I started 
to put in my efforts with 
daily revision by my 
Chemistry teacher, I be-
came more confident to 
read more to excel.”

Dara, who hopes to 
study Electrical engi-
neering has the aspi-
ration of working for 
IBM, general electric or 
establish his own com-
pany in the future urge 

students to always give 
everything they do their 
best, because they never 
know what could come 
out of it.

Adedeji Femi Lateef, 
principal, New Hall In-
ternational School, Lekki 
disclosed that he is high-
ly excited and grateful 
to God for the feat of his 
student.

“Dara has worked 
very hard. The teacher 
who is the trainer has 
also worked tirelessly. 

When you have worked 
for something and you 
are victorious, the joy 
would be limitless,” La-
teef said.

Raphael Adeoye, the 
Chemistry teacher, at-
tributed the success to 
Ogunmola’s relentless 
efforts to his studies, his 
principal and manage-
ment of New Hall Inter-
national School for the 
resources they have put 
in place which is second 
to none and lastly to 

Ahmed Kuru, managing director/chief executive officer, Asset Management Corporation of Nigeria (AMCON), 
(left) addressing participants at the just concluded Asset Management Partners (AMPs) feedback session with 
AMCON management and the AMPs at Stonhedge Hotel, Maitama, Abuja during the week. AMPs are firms that 
are working with AMCON to resolves debts of N100million and below.

Sanusi to address AUN 
graduation May 13

T
he graduating 
class of 2017 at 
the American 
University of 

Nigeria (AUN) will ex-
perience a touch of roy-
alty on May 13, when 
the 14th Emir of Kano 
will give the traditional 
Commencement Address.  
Interim President Profes-
sor LeGeneQuesenberry 
of AUN announced that 
Muhammadu Sanusi II 
has accepted the Univer-
sity’s invitation to serve 
as the ninth Commence-
ment Speaker at which 
time he will receive 
AUN’s honorary doctor-
ate degree, a statement 
from the office of com-
munications and public 
relations has said.

This year’s commence-
ment will take place at 
10 am at the LamidoAli-
yuMusdafa Commence-
ment Hall on AUN’s Yola 
campus.  Preceding the 
Commencement, at 5 pm 
on May 12, will be the 
dedication by the AUN 
Founder and former Ni-
gerian Vice President, 
AtikuAbubakar, of the 
s e c ond e c o-friendly 
structure on the campus, 
the Admin II Building.  
Following the dedica-
tion, at 7 pm, will be the 
presentation of this year’s 
Graduation Awards to 

deserving students by 
corporate sponsors.

The Emir is a gradu-
ate of King’s College, 
Lagos, Ahmadu Bello 
University, Zaria (where 
also taught Economics), 
and Africa International 
University, Khartoum, 
Sudan.  Prior to Emir 
Sanusi’s accession to the 
throne, he launched a 
distinguished banking 
career in 1985.  Hold-
ing top positions at First 
Bank of Nigeria, includ-
ing Group Managing Di-
rector and Chief Execu-
tive Officer, his banking 
career culminated in the 
governorship of the Cen-
tral Bank of Nigeria in 
June 2009.  

Over the years, AUN 
has had an array of no-
tables as commencement 
speakers, including EU 
Ambassador David Mac-
Rae (2011), civil rights 
champion Charlayne 
Hunter-Gault (2013), 
Ambassador John Simon 
(2014), and famous Colom-
bian educationist Vicky 
Colbert (2015).

 “We are very excited at 
another Commencement 
as we graduate yet an-
other amazing class,” said 
Prof. Quesenberry, while 
thanking the members 
of staff and faculty for 
mentoring these students.  

KELECHI EWUZIE God for wonderful op-
portunities

Adeoye, who also 
went home with N100, 
000 price money for his 
effort, maintains that for 
Nigeria to develop, gov-
ernment has to invest 
more in industries.

“If government can 
invest in science educa-
tion, we would have 
enough manpower that 
would be able to man 
and manage several in-
dustries. 

to reach out to tradi-
tional, religious and 
political leaders along 
that corridor as well 
trade groups, to com-
municate with them 
and have them buy 
into the project, which 
he said is for their col-
lective benefit.

He said: “The ultimate 
goal of course is to have 
a clean environment. 
A clean environment 
means a healthy people; 
a healthy people mean a 
productive people; a pro-
ductive people mean a 
very vibrant communi-
ty. Once our community 
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C
hris Ngige, 
Minister of 
Labour and 
Employment 
has decried 

the lack of reliable data 
on occupational acci-
dents and diseases sus-
tained in the course of 
work in Nigeria.

The Minister who 
was represented by 
the Director, Occu-
pational Safety and 
Health, Ifeoma Any-
anwutaku stated this 
while delivering his 
keynote address on 
the occasion of the 
commemoration of the 
2017 World Day for 
safety and health at 
work, with the theme 
“Optimise the Collec-
tion and Use of OSH 
Data.”

According to the 

Minister “every year, 
millions of people get 
sick, injured or die as a 
result of occupational 
accidents and diseases 
sustained in the course 
of work, with just a few 
cases being reported.

Speaking further, 
Ngige emphasised that 
data collection is essen-
tial for policy-making 
at both national and 
enterprise levels. It is 
also essential for plan-
ning purposes, allow-
ing for the setting of 
priorities and targets 
of action.

Towards this end, 
the Federal Ministry 
of Labour and Employ-
ment has developed 
the National Profile on 
Occupational Safety 
and Health as well as 
regulations bothering 
on OSH.

He added that the 
Ministry on behalf of 
the Federal Govern-

ment of Nigeria joins 
the global community to 
improve capacity to col-
lect and utilize reliable 
occupational Safety and 
Health data to fulfil its 
commitment to imple-
ment and report on Goal 

No. 8 of the United Na-
tion’s 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Develop-
ment which provides 
for the promotion of 
inclusive and sustain-
able economic growth 
and decent work for all.

Ngige,  therefore, 
urged Nigerian work-
ers to report workplace 
accidents and diseases 
to prevent reoccur-
rences to the Federal 
Ministry of Labour and 
Employment via SMS 
or WhatsApp or voice 
call to 08085814505 or 
email: doshlabourhgrs@
gmail.com.

Earlier in his remarks, 
the Country Director of 
the International La-
bour Organisation, Den-
nis Zulu represented 
by Ally Cisse revealed 
that a worker dies every 
15 seconds while 153 
workers have work-
related accidents every 
15 seconds, 6,300 people 
die as a result of occu-
pational accidents or 
work- related diseases 
per day with a total fig-
ure of 2.3 million deaths 
per year.

He added that the 
c e l e b rat i o n  o f  t h e 

world day for safety 
and health at work is an 
international agenda to 
alert governments and 
stakeholders at all levels 
on the need for practical 
action.

In their s eparate 
go o dwill  messages: 
representative of the 
Nigerian Labour Con-
gress, Maureen Ony-
ia-Ekwuazi and the 
representative of the 
Director-General of the 
Nigerian Employers 
Consultative Associa-
tion, Balogun Odunayo 
appreciated the efforts 
of the Federal Ministry 
of Labour and Employ-
ment at ensuring that 
workplaces are safe, 
thereby minimising 
workplace accidents.

They both pledged 
the continued support 
of the social partners to 
the Occupational Safety 
and Health drive of the 
Ministry.

Ngige bemoans lack of data 
on occupational accident

Constitution amendment: Local governments 
in Nigeria gone into extinction - Lasun

Y
ussuff Lasun, 
deputy speaker 
of the House 
of Representa-

tives at the weekend 
stressed the need to re-
suscitate Local Govern-
ment Councils which 
have gone into extinc-
tion due to the unwhole-
some activities of the 
State Governments.

To achieve this, Lasun 
who doubles as Chair-
man, House of Repre-
sentatives’ Ad-hoc Com-
mittee on the review of 
the 1999 constitution, 
assured Nigerians of the 
National Assembly’s re-
solve to prioritise Local 
Governments’ financial 
autonomy in the ongo-
ing constitution review.

Lasun, who spoke at 
a retreat of the special 
Ad-hoc committee on 
the review of the 1999 
constitution, yesterday 
said though giving the 
local governments au-
tonomy is “dicey” they 
are essential to democ-
racy and development 
in any country, hence 
the need to ensure their 
financial independence.

“It’s very dicey be-
cause it will involve you 
to amend so many sec-

tions of the Constitution. 
But what I will assure 
you is we are going to 
push for financial au-
tonomy.

“We’re concerned be-
cause, if you go all over 
the country today, lo-
cal governments are no 
longer in existence, and 
that is not good for de-
mocracy, it’s not good for 
development and that is 
why it has become very 
difficult for the people of 
the grassroots to feel the 
impact of government.

“Local Government 
is an important part of 
democracy and once 
they cannot operate on 
their own, once they 
don’t have elected offi-
cials at the local govern-
ment level, once they 
don’t have access to their 
own money, definitely, it 
would be difficult to do 

anything at that level.”
Lasun said all over 

the world, Local Gov-
ernment is responsible 
for almost 40 percent of 
development hence the 
need to push for finan-
cial autonomy.

According to him, the 
onus for constitution 
amendment lies with 
the state assemblies. “ If 
the state’s want the con-
stitution to be amended, 
they would append their 
signature to what we 
pass at the National As-
sembly.

While answering 
questions on if the re-
port of the Constitution-
al Conference held by 
the last administration 
would be included in 
the consideration of his 
committee, he said:

“We’re going to con-
sider it, and we’ve done 
that. We’ve taken those 
that we think are rea-
sonable and they’re go-
ing to form part of what 
we will consider here.”

The Deputy Speak-
er said at most, the re-
viewed constitution 
would be ready by May 
2018.

“If we follow our pro-
gramme very diligently, I 
think it cannot be earlier 
than February/ March 
next year. 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

...launches hotline for reportage
KEHINDE AKINTOLA

Chris Ngige

Enugu Assembly organises 
public hearing on EEDC

E
nugu State House 
of Assembly has 
organised

a public hear-
ing for the people of Enu-
gu West Senatorial Zone 
over estimated bills and 
non-provision of pre-
paid meters to customers 
contrary to the directive 
of NERC.

Declaring open the 
public hearing, Speaker 
of Enugu State House 
of Assembly, Edward 
Ubosi, who was repre-
sented by the Deputy 
Speaker, Dons Uzogbado, 
said that the public hear-
ing became necessary 
because of the noncha-
lant attitude exhibited 
by EEDC in Enugu State.

“Enugu State is at war. 
The economy of Enugu 
State is being attacked. 
We pay electricity bill 
more than other states. 
We are making sure that 
this monster does not 
send us to our doom.

“Small scale business-
es are suffering in Enugu 
State.  If this continues, 
our people may take up 
arms.  This particular 
war is economic.  We are 
not going to hurt or in-
sult anybody.  We want 
the world to hear us,” 
Uzogbado said pointing 
out that state of emer-

gency has to be declared 
in Enugu “because our 
people are suffering.”

Surprisingly,  the 
officials of EEDC and 
NERC did not honour 
the invitation of the 
House to appear for the 
public.  However, EEDC 
managed to send a let-
ter asking the House 
to postpone the public 
hearing to May 17, 2017 
to enable them attend 
because they were han-
dling a serious matter 
elsewhere.

of EEDC.
They spoke on alleged 

exorbitant estimated bill 
given to them by EEDC 
without supplying the 
required electricity in 
addition to non-provi-
sion of prepaid meters.

Transitional chair-
man of Aninri Local 
Government Area, 
Chidi Ekwe, said that it 
was criminal that EEDC 
would give the people 
exorbitant bill but would 
turn blind eye when it 
comes to maintaining 
their installations or re-
placing same when they 
get spoilt.

“EEDC should under-
take the repair of their 
transformers and other 
installations and not 
leave them to govern-
ments and communi-
ties,” Ekwe said.

He urged the legisla-
tors to prevail on the 
EEDC to sit up so that 
they would charge uni-
form tariff as it is done 
elsewhere.

A community leader 
from Obunofia Ndiagu, 
Ezeagu Local Govern-
ment Area, said that 
since 2015, they have 
been in darkness be-
cause they were asked 
to pay N279,000.00 (two 
hundred and seventy 
nine thousand naira) for 
the power they did not 
consume.

REgIs ANuKwuOjI

Yussuff Lasun

All the participants 
that attended the public 
hearing from the five 
local government areas 
that made up the Enugu 
West Senatorial Zone, 
spoke on their awful 
experience about the al-
leged high-handedness 



9Sunday  30 April 2017 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 

News

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

F
or primaries of 
political parties 
to be transpar-
ent and truly 
d e m o c r at i c , 

Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, Yakubu 
Dogara, has called for the 
adoption of direct voting 
method where all card 
carrying members of par-
ties are allowed to vote to 
choose candidates that 
will represent their par-
ties in elections.

The Speaker said this 
while responding to a 
request from a delegation 
from the Conference of 
Female Parliamentarians 
of State Houses of Assem-
bly, led by its chairperson, 
Elizabeth Ativie, at the 
National Assembly, that 
Option A4 should be in-
cluded in the Electoral 
Act.

He argued that direct 
primaries is more effec-
tive in choosing the true 
candidate of the people 
because it takes away the 
option of manipulation of 
a few delegates by inter-
ested parties who have 
more financial or political 
influence.

Speaking on the merits 
of Option A4, he said, “it is 
there in most of the Con-
stitution of our political 
parties where primaries 
are supposed to be by 
direct or indirect means. 

But in most cases, most 
political parties, if not all, 
have always opted for the 
indirect primaries.

“To be more candid, 
direct primaries can help 
even in general elections 
because once a candi-
date emerges under 
those conditions, you will 
know that he is generally 
accepted by the people. 

“When it comes to the 
delegate, it has always 
been very easy for politi-
cal actors to manipulate 
the process. In some cas-
es, someone will house 
the entire delegates. If 
he happens to have a lot 
of money, he will house 
them in hotels, prevents 
all other candidates from 
having access to them 
and is under that pro-
cess that the candidate 
emerges.

The Speaker main-

tained that in most cases, 
the people who  have 
the capacity, “either the 
political will, the financial 
muscle to do this, dictate 
who are the actual rep-
resentatives from the 
people.

RQZAQ AYINLA, Abeokuta 

O
l u s e g u n 
Obasanjo, for-
mer president 
of Nigeria, has 

urged African leaders 
and countries to be more 
proactive by initiating 
policies that would en-
gender economic in-
tegration of member 
states, and explore the 
vast opportunities to 
fasten economic devel-
opment. 

Obasanjo made the 
urge recently while 
addressing delegates 
of the World Confer-
ence Banking Institute 
(WCBI) and Council of 
the Chartered Institute 
of Bankers of Nigeria 
(CIBN) who were on a 
working visit to Ogun 
State.

The ex-president 
said that Africa should 
strive to co-operate 
and unite on economic 
grounds for the devel-
opment of the conti-
nent, particularly at 
this time some African 
economies are failing.

The former president 
charged the delegates to 
take advantage of the 

vast investment oppor-
tunities in the country, 
especially in Ogun State 
where government had 
put in place conducive 
environment for busi-
ness to thrive, adding 
that the failing econo-
mies called for more se-
riousness and conscious-
ness. 

But, Bimbo Ashiru, 
Ogun State Commission-
er for Commerce and In-
dustry, who represented 
Governor Ibikunle Amo-
sun at the occasion, high-
lighted various human 

and natural resources 
that abound in the state, 
urging the delegates to 
invite their clients to 
invest in the state.

“Ogun State has the 
largest concentration 
of industries in Nigeria 
and government had in-
vested heavily on power 
generation, security and 
provision of infrastruc-
ture”, he said.

Segun Ajibola, a pro-
fessor and president/
chairman of Council of 
the Chartered Institute 
of Bankers of Nigeria, 

...independent candidacy 

The plight of Nigerian...

Dogara calls for adoption of 
Option A4 for party primaries

Yakubu Dogara

“Unfortunately too, 
our laws do not help mat-
ters since we do not have 
independent candidacy. 
The only requirement is 
that you must have a po-
litical party platform be-
fore you are elected into 

any office. It therefore 
means that something 
has to be done in order to 
free the process.

“In order to ensure that 
this process is truly trans-
parent and democratic 
and the only way is to let 
all card carrying mem-
bers of a political party 
participate in the elec-
tion of their candidate. 
So to this suggestion, you 
already have a convert 
in me.”

Assuring them that 
the House will pass the 
Gender Equality Bill, he 
urged the state legisla-
tors to engage with their 
federal counterparts to 
ensure that a consensus 
is reached on the issues 
raised.

“We are aware of the 
gender equality Bill. It is 
before the National As-
sembly and it is before 
the relevant committees 
of the House. I believe 
that this House that has 
the responsibility of 

representing men and 
women will do justice to 
the Bill.

“Something will come 
out of the Bill, it may 
not be 100 percent in 
line with our expecta-
tions but it is going to be a 
compromise bill that will 
have the effect of balanc-
ing, not overpowering 
one gender against the 
other. 

“We support  equality 
but in a situation where 
one gender will be over-
loaded against the other, 
I think we all people of 
justice. And they say 
justice is indivisible, so 
justice to a woman must 
include justice to a man 
and justice to a man too, 
must include justice to a 
woman. So that it is the 
difficult part that we are 
seeking to achieve,” he 
added.

Dogara also informed 
them that other areas 
of concerns, including 

Obasanjo urges leaders to explore 
opportunities for economic integration in Africa 
...as Ogun set be become centrepiece of socio-economic development

explained that the con-
ference had given them 
the opportunity to inter-
act on mutual economic 
benefits in Africa that 
would give delegates a 
broader view of banking 
and finance from global 
perspectives.

Meanwhile, the Ogun 
State government has 
declared its intention 
to make the state a cen-
tre piece of socio-eco-
nomic development in 
the Southwest as State 
Ministry of Regional 
Integration said that all 
efforts had been made to 
position the State to fur-
ther promote the socio-
economic development 
in the South West region 
of Nigeria.

S p eaking on the 
Development Agenda 
for Western Nigeria, 
Bashorun Adebola Ad-
eife, Ogun State Com-
missioner for Regional 
Integration, said that 
the Ministry was estab-
lished to work in tan-
dem with other South 
Western States of Ogun, 
Lagos, Oyo, Ondo, Ekiti 
and Osun through the 
Development Agenda 
for Western Nigeria 
(DAWN).Olusegun Obasanjo

branding its products.  I 
believe someone should 
step in and formalise 
that space,” said Ipaye.

Since 2000, Ethiopia 
has emerged as a shoe-
making hub for the 
world as it has a well-or-
ganised and formalised 
leather industry, leading 
to the attraction of tens 
of Chinese and Turkish 
firms such as Huajian 
and My Shoes.

Ethiopia’s compara-
tive advantage in shoes 
stems from a combina-
tion of cheap labour and 
electricity as well as a 
formal structure which 
shoe makers in Aba, 
Kano and Lagos, three 
biggest hubs in Africa’s 
most populous country 
lack.

Ethiopia exported 
$33.7 million worth 
of footwear products, 
mainly to the United 
States in 2015, one mil-
lion lower than the pre-
ceding year. Through 
the African Growth 
and Opportunity Act 
(AGOA), the US-Africa 
trade law that allows 
duty-free and quota-
free access into the US 
market, Ethiopia shoe 
exports jumped from 
$630,000 to nearly $7m 
between 2011 and 2012, 
a more than tenfold in-

crease, according to sta-
tistics from USAID.

On the other hand, 
Nigeria’s main entire 
export to the US in 2015 
was $2.6 million, mainly 
made up of foods.

Shoe makers in Aba, 
Onitsha, Lagos and 
Kano need funds to 
push their businesses. 
But banks charge them 
20 to 35 percent interest 
rate, which makes re-
payment within a year 
almost impossible.

“In an environment 
like Nigeria where 
funding is a huge chal-
lenge, we have a lot of 
great ideas but the funds 
to purse the idea are 
lacking, because of high 
risk,” Ipaye said.

Aba is Nigeria’s shoe 
hub. One million pairs 
of shoes are churned out 
each week by averagely 
70,000 manufacturers 
in the city, according to 
figures obtained from 
heads of various groups 
in Ariaria Market.

 Ariaria Market in 
Aba is the shoe hub 
in West Africa, with 
N96 billion industry 
potential, having nine 
clusters, including Imo 
Avenue, Shoe Plaza, 
Bakassi (Umueghilegbu) 
Industrial Market, Old 
Site, Bag, Belt, Trunk 
Box and Powerline 
Clusters.

Continued from page 5
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L-R: Rahul Murgai, GM, RB, West Africa; Rex Mpazanje, representative, World Health Organization; Isaac Adewole, minister of health,  and Obi Adigwe, chairman, 2017 World Malaria 
Planning Committee and executive secretary – PMGMAN, at the ministerial press briefing co-sponsored by Reckitt Benckiser in commemoration of the 2017 World Malaria Day in Abuja.

O
il experts 
say Nige-
ria loses a 
minimum 
of $15 bil-

lion every year in the 
past 17 years due to the 
absence of regulatory 
framework to govern 
the oil and gas industry.

The experts who are 
from the African initia-
tive for Transparency, 
Accountability and 
Resposnible Leader-
ship (AfriTAL), made 
the heartfelt disclosure 
in Port Harcourt at a 
two-day roundtable 
where the convener, 
Brown Ogbeifun, one-
time president of the 
Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas Association of 
Nigeria (PENGASSAN), 
said time has come for 
oil and gas unions to 
save the industry.

Ogbeifun, who holds 
a doctorate degree and 
is now a sought-after 
resource persons in 
the industry, said for 
every year that the 
Petroleum Industry 
Bill (PIB) is delayed, Ni-
geria loses at least $15 
billion worth of new 
investments that are 
stopped or diverted to 
other ready countries 
including new comers 
such as Ghana.

The convener said 
there has been lack of 
investor confidence in 
Nigeria’s oil economy, 
saying the roundtable 
was an effort by Afri-
TAL to cause PENGAS-
SAN/NUPENG leaders 
to strategically intro-
spect and put forth 
their views on how 
to assist government, 
chieftains of our oil 
and gas industry and 
the Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corpora-
tion (NNPC) in prof-
fering alternative and 
sustainable funding 
regime for the oil and 
gas industry and to 
proactively engage and 
sensitise stakeholders 
towards the passage of 
the PIB.

H e  s a i d  t h e  i s -
sues of over regula-
tion through multiple 
regulatory agencies, 
multiple taxation, plus 
global and local oil poli-
tics have made it an 
intractable possibility 
for Nigeria to reach her 
optimum productivity. 

“These were the rea-
sons behind the OGIC 
that started its jour-
ney in April 24, 2000. 
Seventeen years down 
the lane, we are still 
battling to implement 
a law that could protect 
Nigeria’s oil and gas 
industry against the 
lack of accountability, 
transparency and de-
structive discretionary 
powers.”

PIB apart, Ogbefun, 
the author of the only 
book on labour-related 
oil and gas industry, 
said; “The Nigeria oil 
and gas industry in the 
last few years has gone 
through one of its most 
challenging times due 
to dipping crude price, 
dollar and import-driv-
en petroleum products’ 
consumer market, non-
availability of neces-
sary infrastructure to 
support internal pro-
duction of petroleum 
products, lack of access 
to foreign exchange by 
marketers, corruption 
among others. Most 
of the motherless US 
Dollars, British pounds, 
Euro and Naira found 
in wardrobes, farms, 
s oak away pits are 
definitely primary or 
secondary products of 
mismanaged oil funds, 
which might explain 
why the industry has 
witnessed gross under-
development. There is 
no doubt that there has 

been lack of investors’ 
confidence in the in-
dustry as policies and 
laws that would have 
protected their invest-
ments are not seriously 
addressed.”

He said oil subsidy 
scammers who ben-
efitted immensely from 
the fake importation 
of p etroleum pro d-
ucts might have also 
helped in nurturing 
vandalism, militancy 
and crude oil theft and 
the unwanted disrup-
tions in the sector to 
the levels the nation 
witnessed. 

The expert said the 
leaders have consis-
tently displayed lack 
of political will to drive 
the transformation im-
peratives to a logical 
conclusion. “No coun-
try treats its critical 
assets the way we have 
done. Not passing this 
bill has led to losses in 
trillions of naira, loss of 
investment opportuni-
ties, inability to realise 
our optimum capacity 
utilisation and the in-
ability to end gas flar-
ing which should have 
ended in 2008.”

S a y i n g  t h e  P I B 
might not be a perfect 
document just as it is 
all over the world, he 
urged for an enduring 
dialogue process and 
the will of steel by gov-
ernment to drive this 
process to its logical 

IgnatIUs CHUKWU

conclusion. No mat-
ter the drawbacks, he 
said the PIB contains 
several sections that 
would have greatly 
enhanced the hydro-
carbon potentials of 
Nigeria. “For instance, 
the PIB would have 
emplaced transparent 
and accountable struc-
tures, deal with issues 
of deregulation, sub-
sidy regimes, empow-
erment of the NNPC 
to run as a commer-
cial organisation by 
sourcing for and utilis-
ing its funds without 
encumbrances from 
unseen third hands of 
government, address 
community concerns, 
address the issue of 
overlapping functions 
of the industry mul-
tiple regulators, rede-
fine the relationship 
of Joint Venture part-
ners, align Nigeria’s 
oil and gas laws with 
best practices, which 
would have created 
more employment op-
portunities, emplace 
a national gas policy, 
and streamline the 
multiple tax system.”

He said militancy 
compound the crisis in 
the oil industry. “At a 
point, Nigeria’s produc-
tion dropped by over 45 
percent as we barely 
did over a million bpd.”

Praising the new ap-
proach to Niger Delta 
policy, he said force 

How Nigeria loses $15bn investments 
yearly in 17 years to absence of PIB

w o u l d  n e ve r  h ave 
worked. He however 
warned the Federal 
Government not to 
take the lull as final so-
lution because, accord-
ing to him, the people 
and the militants are 
merely giving the vice 
president a chance, es-
pecially on the promise 
of 100,000 jobs in each 
oil state and modular 
refineries. “The pro-
nouncements on the 
setting up of modular 
refineries and the open 
confession that the re-
gion deserved a better 
deal showed that there 
are still honourable 
men in the corridors of 
power. For me, this is a 
very strong leadership 
character that should 
be emulated by anyone 
in a position of author-
ity.”

Ogbeifun said proj-
ect ‘Save Nigeria Oil and 
Gas Industry’ launched 
in 2016 was to be a 
veritable platform for 
bringing the stakehold-
ers in the oil and gas 
industry together to 
interact, brainstorm 
and make prescriptions 
on how to improve the 
efficiency of the oil and 
gas operations and in 
addition, assist gov-
ernment in bringing 
sanity to the sector. 
“This next phase of the 
outreach is to reach 
out to management 
in addressing issues 

of Collective Bargain-
ing, creating an excel-
lent and harmonious 
workplaces, inserting 
mediation clauses in 
Collective Bargaining 
agreements, address 
the issues of expatriate 
quota abuses, putting 
a platform in place for 
regular dialogue be-
tween the unions and 
management.”

 He said PENGAS-
SAN and NUPENG 
have all it takes to help 
sustain the relative 
peace in the industry 
through constructive 
and meaningful dia-
logue. “When govern-
ment and our compa-
nies see union leaders 
as business leaders, 
they are likely to trust 
and empower you with 
the necessary informa-
tion that could help you 
manage the expecta-
tions of our members. 
It is on this note that 
we welcome you to 
this roundtable confer-
ence.”

 One of the resource 
persons, Chika Onueg-
bu, a finance expert 
with Delloitte back-
ground, said PIB would 
provide new funding 
mechanism that would 
retire the various JV 
funding systems that 
had failed due to in-
ability of the federal 
government to play 
its own part since the 
civilians took over.



L-R: Chef Tolu Eros; Chef Benedict Okuzu; Oyinade Adegite, assistant manager & group head, communications 
and external affairs, Guaranty Trust Bank, and Chef Raphael Dutoye, during a press conference on the 
GTBank Food & Drink fair in Lagos.

L-R: Godwin Idoro, former head of buildingdepartment, University of Lagos; Vipul Agrawal, marketing 
director, Lafarge; Adenike Said, chairman, The Nigeria Institute of Building, and David Adio Moses, 
lecturer, department of architecture, University of Lagos, at the Lafarge building community dialogue 
series in Lagos. Pic by Olawale Amoo
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L-R: Abiola Popoola, past president of Chartered Institute of Personnel Management of Nigeria, (CIPM); 
Victor Eburajolo past president; Udom Inoyo, newly elected President, CIPM; Anthony Arabome, im-
mediate past president, CIPM, and Victor Famuyibo, past president, CIPM, at the 48th annual general 
meeting of the institute in Lagos.

Bayo Adefuye, Sole Administrator, Yaba LCDA, (m); Bamigbaiye-Elatuyi Omotola, Marketing Manager, 
Mortein, RB West Africa, (r); Yetunde Ayo-Oyalowo, CEO, Market Doctor, (l), presenting Long Lasting 
Insecticide Net (LLIN) to Olabisi Odumosu, during Mortein Market Doctor Free Malaria Test Exercise 
in Tejuosho Market, Yaba Lagos.

 L – R shows (A) Femi Onifade, Head, International Primary Market, The Nigerian Stock Exchange 
(NSE); Pai Gamde, Acting Head, Corporate Services Division, NSE;  Ibukun Adebayo, Co-Head, Emerg-
ing Markets Strategy, London Stock Exchange Group, representing LSEG; Haruna Jalo-Waziri, Execu-
tive Director, Capital Markets Division, The Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) representing NSE;  Mojisola 
Adeola, Company Secretary, NSE and Nirmal Nandwani, International Markets Associate, LSEG at the 
renewal of the strategic capital markets partnership agreement between NSE & LSEG.  

L - R:  Olorogun Oskar Ibru, executive vice chairman, Ibru Organisation, Emmanuel Agwariavwodo, 
Senator and executive director, Ibru Organisation; Peter Ibru, during the Traditional Marriage of 
Omieme Awemeya Ibru at Agbara-Otor, Delta State.

L-R: Waheed Olagunju, acting managing director, Bank of Industry/guest speaker; Lai Mohammed, 
minister for information and culture; Mahmud Ajeigbe, commissioner of information and communica-
tions, Kwara State, and Rotimi Oladele, president/ chairman governing council, Nigerian Institute of 
Public Relations (NIPR), at the annual general meeting of NIPR in Ilorin, Kwara State. 

 L-R: Ikenna Ikeme, director, regulatory and corporate social responsibility, Etisalat Nigeria; Zuriel 
Oduwole,   global education advocate, and Ibrahim Dikko,  vice president, regulatory and corporate 
affairs, Etisalat Nigeria, at the Etisalat Career Counselling Programme in Lagos. 
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L-R: Devanshu Seth, marketing manager; Aighobahi Feli, director of Sales; Manish Uniyal, managing manager, and Finance Controller, Kewal Dhariwal all of Euro Global Foods 
and Distilleries Ltd, during the facility tour of the company at Ota, Ogun State, recently.  

Euro Global: Celebrating the African spirit

N
igeria’s’ quest to pro-
m o t e  p ro d u c t s  a n d 
services made in the 
c o u n t r y  i s  d r i v i n g 
many c ompanies to 

think outside the box and come up 
with quality additions into several 
sphere of the economy. Euro Global 
Foods and Distilleries Limited is a 
product of this quest and is fast be-
coming a market leader in Nigeria 
and also neighbouring countries 
with its gamut of products.  

The company, which is a mem-
ber of Sona Group of Companies, 
comprising about a dozen leading 
companies providing pioneering 
and cutting-edge B2B (Business 
to business) and B2C (Business to 
Consumer) products and services 
in broad spectrum of industries 
a n d  va r i o u s  c o n s u m e r  n e e d s , 
prides itself of creating brands 
people can associate and relate 
with.

A facility tour of Euro Global 
premises along the ever busy Idi 
Iroko road, Ota,  Ogun State on 
Friday April 21, 2017, showed how 
focused and purpose driven the 
company is in its vision to increase 
the country’s IGR though it locally 
produced food and beverages.

All our product is to serve the 
people, said Aighobahi Feli, sales 
director, adding that “First thing to 
scale importation is home satisfac-
tion,” adding that a major plus for 
the company is that 98 per cent 
of raw materials are sourced and 
gotten locally.

Products from the Euro Global 
saddle include: Savanah soft drink 
range; Julius Lite, an ideal for cus-
tomers who prefer less amount of 
alcohol; Amphora, premium wine 
brand; St. Almanac, luxury brandy 
blend made with finest imported 
cognac; Power spirit mixed drink, 
which is bitters; Czar Vodka and 
Czar Ice; Sabrina for gin lovers; 
Brave Heart rum drink; SeaKing 
Schnapps, one of the company’s 
flagship brands;  Golden Cho c o 
drink, a healthy chocolate drink 
and many more.

E x p l a i n i n g  m o re  ab o ut  t h e 
Amphora range of wines, Euro 
Global boasts of using the finest 
h a n d p i c ke d  g ra p e s ;  “O u r  p re -
mium wines are the result of rich 
experience and diversified agro-
business, which has always been 
c ommitte d to quality.  We mix 
the best of Nigeria and foreign to 
come up with this wine range.”

The Amphora wines are an im-
portant aspect in cuisine, not just 
for its value as a beverage, but as 
a flavour agent, as its acidity lends 
balance to rich dishes.

Most of the premium brands; 

Czar Vodka, Power Bitters and Ju-
lius, have softer variants for those 
who prefer to taste the goodness 
of these products but with less 
amount of alcohol content.

Included in the vast range of 
products is the Aqua Euro water; 
a premium table water, carefully 
pro duc e d for healthy living as 
well as convenience and prestige. 
The water is in various packaging 
such as 150cl, 75cl, 50cl as well as 
the 19L dispenser bottle.

Asked why the company had 
several products in its kitty in-
stead of focusing on and building 
one particular product, Manish 
Uniyal, managing manager, said 
“Based on the backward integra-
tion and our talks with govern-
ment that is why we have these 
brands”.  Ac c ording to him, the 
company has 20 brands with 52 
SKUs, (Store keeping units).

H e  a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  e x -
port division which was put in 
place eight months ago and al-
ready “have received orders from 
around West Africa,” stating that 
Euro Global is growing at a very 
fast rate.

Journalists invited for the tour 
were taken around the array of 
best-in-class; state of the art pro-
duction facilities and according to 
Devanchu Seth, marketing man-
ager, “Euro Global adheres to the 
principles of contributing back to 
the local economy through well-
articulated backward integration 
programmes and projects, making 

us one of the few industries that 
contribute to helping transform 
the Nigerian and African econo-
my through industries meaning-
ful industrial development.”

“We make world class products 
at an affordable price; we put in 
everything you can get in other 
parts of the world. We try to get 
the best ingredients for every-
thing we do and it is evident in 
the products,” he added.

Running on gas supply from 
Shell Oil Company, and a 650KVA 
generating set, the Euro Global 
factories is on production round 
the clock. The various units toured 
were the blending, mixing, storage 
and CIP vessels.

Water for pro duction in the 
distilleries is treated at a huge 
water  treatment plant  within 
the premises and passed through 
pipes into the various sections 
of the factories where they are 
needed; not water in its raw form 
but treated to specification.

This is because a large portion 
of all that is done at the distill-
eries is water based.  For instance, 
water is used along with ethanol 
and put into the blending vessels, 
where other ingredients are then 
added as required. And there in 
the blending room is where a lot 
of activities take place.

Raw materials, syrup are kept 
in c old storage to maintain its 
state until when needed.

Another area of specialisation 
of Euro Global is the production of 

pep bottles for both B2B and B2C. 
The different sizes of pep bottles 
are produced as clear white (in co-
lour) after which specific colours 
required by the client is produced, 
using the master batch (colouring).

Touring the pro duction and 
packaging room where everything 
is automated; workers were seen 
rinsing out bottles with treated 
water, after which it is dropped 
on a conveyor belt to where it is 
filled, and then checked for errors 
and then capped.

After  that  lab els  are plac e d 
on the bottles and then the cod-
ing machine puts  in plac e the 
regulatory marks, which acts as 
an anti-counterfeiting measure. 
As explained, if there is an error 
with a single bottle or product; 
with this c o de on the product, 
everything involved in its produc-
tion, even to the minute detail- like 
water used, raw material, staff on 
duty, etc. - can be traced.

Euro Global backed up by a cli-
ent-centric sales team and keeping 
in mind the taste of the local con-
sumer urges everyone to celebrate 
the African drinking passion. “Let 
us celebrate our African passion 
by being African and drinking Af-
rican. Everything is localised, but 
the best,” says Euro Global as they 
begin implementing marketing 
strategies to ensure these products 
is available in the 36 states of the 
federation and in every nook and 
carny of each major city.

MABEL DIMMA



M
obil Produc-
ing Nigeria 
is a subsid-
iary of Exx-
onMobil, an 

American oil company that 
has contributed immensely 
with investments and fi-
nancial commitment to the 
nation’s economic growth.

Before it was acquired by 
Exxon many years ago, the 
company was known for its 
good corporate citizenship 
and was almost a household 
name in the oil producing 
communities of the country, 
particularly in Akwa Ibom 
State where it has its opera-
tional base.

But the irony of its all 
is that while it carries out 
oil producing activities off-
shore Akwa Ibom State, the 
company’s administrative 
office is located in Lagos far 
away from Akwa Ibom State 
while it only maintains an 
operational base in the state.

This has not gone down 
well with the state govern-
ment which feels that it has 
lost much revenue from the 
significant presence of the 
company in the state as well 
as the oil bearing communi-
ties in the state.

But before now, the pres-
ence of the company was 
well felt in the state with 
thriving economic activi-
ties including a logistics de-
partment that handled the 
company’s sea transporta-
tion needs while helicopter 
support service for the use 
of the company was also 
available in the state.

But with the company 
scaling down operations in 
Akwa Ibom and relocating 
its activities to other states, 
including Lagos and Rivers, 
the call for it to relocate to 
Akwa Ibom where it makes 
the bulk of revenue from 
oil production has become 
louder and louder.

The call for the reloca-
tion of the company’s head 
office to Akwa Ibom was 
re-echoed recently during a 
town hall meeting with Vice 
President, Yemi Osinbajo 
when he visited the state.

In fact, the demand for 
the relocation was one of 

The politics of Mobil 
relocation to Akwa Ibom
ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, UYO

lion annually as 13 percent 
derivation to Akwa Ibom 
State, paid N6 billion on the 
average as Pay As You Earn 
(PAYE) tax to Akwa Ibom 
State and contributed “im-
mensely to the economic 
growth of Akwa Ibom State” 
ought to have complied with 
the directive of the vice 
president who as at that 
time was the acting presi-
dent of the country.

At the height of the agita-
tion for resource control by 
the Niger Delta states, it was 
gathered that a state govern-
ment had traveled to the US 
to meet with the management 
of the oil company demanding 
its immediate relocation.

According to former gov-
ernor Victor Attah, the com-
pany reportedly agreed to 
relocate to Akwa Ibom State 
but the snag came from 
Federal Government which 
reportedly threatened to 
pull out its 60 percent joint 
venture contribution from 
the oil company. That was 
how the first phase of the 
agitation ended but now 

that there appears to be a 
renewed momentum, the 
question on the minds of 
many discerning people is 
“will Mobil heed the direc-
tive to relocate to Akwa 
Ibom?” It remains to be seen.

ExxonMobil  upstream 
subsidiaries in Nigeria cur-
rently have production ca-
pacities of over 900,000 
a day gross of crude oil, 
condensate and natural gas 
liquids (NGLs). The company 
has a 40-percent equity in-
terest in a joint venture with 
the Nigerian National Petro-
leum Corporation (NNPC).

The Joint Venture cov-
ers ab out 800,000 acres 
in shallow water offshore 
south eastern Nigeria and is 
developed with more than 
108 offshore platforms and 
about 450 producing wells.

The company has provid-
ed N8 billion, representing 
30 percent cost for the con-
struction of the Eket/Ibeno 
Road where its operational 
base is located in partner-
ship with the Akwa Ibom 
State government.
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the conditions given by the 
oil-bearing communities for 
the cessation of hostilities in 
the Niger Delta.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  E d w i n 
Clark, chairman of Pan Ni-
ger Delta Forum (PANDEF), 
the demand for the oil com-
panies to move their head-
quarters to their operational 
base should be considered 
very seriously, saying it will 
be a wake-up call for the 
companies to take care of 
their social responsibilities 
to their host communities.

“A situation whereby 
when one gets to some oil 
pro ducing c ommunities 
only the operational ar-
eas of the companies have 
amenities such as water, 
electricity, hospitals, schools 
etc, while the other parts 
of the communities live in 
squalor yet bear the brunt of 
environmental degradation 
is unacceptable.

“I am advocating that Mo-
bil should locate to Eket in 
Akwa Ibom State,” Clark said.

Though the vice presi-
dent had directed that the 

company should relocate to 
Akwa Ibom State during the 
town hall meeting in Uyo, 
observers believe that the 
directive could be easier said 
than done.

Similarly, during the re-
cent meeting of Nigeria oil 
and gas opportunity fair 
in Uyo, Governor Udom 
Emmanuel of Akwa Ibom 
State made a passionate 
plea to the company that 
the state government was 
ready and willing to provide 
the required office accom-
modation if and when the 
company decides to relocate.

With the directive given, 
it does not seem that the 
company has any immedi-
ate plan to relocate to Akwa 
Ibom State, still preferring 
instead to “fly its workers  
every morning from Lagos 
to the operational base in 
the Niger Delta and fly them 
back at the end of the day’s 
work.”

T h e  c o m p a n y  w h i c h 
prides itself as a good cor-
porate citizen claiming to 
have paid over N230 mil-



Politics
Sunday 30  April  2017SUNDAYBD 14 C002D5556

‘Fight against corruption is best 
thing happening to Nigeria now’
David Oluwagbemiga Orobiyi is one of the aspirants on the platform of the All Progressives Congress (APC) for the chair-
manship position of Ipaja-Ayobo Local Council Development Area, Lagos State. In this interview with AKINREMI FEYISIPO, 
he speaks on his chances in the coming election, war against corruption, plans for the LCDA, among other issues. Excerpts:

David Oluwagbemiga Orobiyi

W
hy are you 
i n  p o l i -
tics?

I  am in 
politics because of my pas-
sion to serve, make differ-
ence or positive impact in 
the lives of people through 
good governance. To crown 
it all, it is a mission ordained 
from heaven by Go d Al-
mighty.

As an aspirant for the 
post of chairman of Ayobo-
Ipaja LCDA in the coming 
council election in Lagos 
State, what are your chanc-
es of emerging victorious?

I  k n o w  I  a m  qu a l i f i e d 
by virtue of my p olitical 
a n t e c e d e n t s ,  e x p e r i e n c e 
and huge support from our 
party members and our ever 
strong and reliable leaders. 
My chances are bright going 
by the political calculations 
on ground in Ayobo-Ipaja, 
people’s agitation for a more 
vibrant, level-headed, social, 
exposed chairman in terms 
o f  s e r v i c e  d e l i ve r y  a n d 
transparent  governanc e. 
All these are imbued in me.

How prepared are you 
for the election?

I  a m  1 0 0  p e rc e n t  p re -
pared. Mind you, this is not 
my first time of contesting 
for this post; all logistics are 
fully on ground,  c ouple d 
with the fact that my party, 
APC, will not abandon you 
when it’s time for an elec-
tion. The party will be there 
for you all the way.

What have b e en your 
contributions to the LCDA 
since you started your cam-
paign?

Y o u  a re  t a l k i n g  ab o ut 
my antecedents which are 
there. They are on record 
for you and anybody to see.

I f  yo u  w i n  t h e  LC DA 
election as the chairman, 
what will be your priority?

My priority as the LCDA 
c h a i r m a n  i s  b a s i c a l l y  t o 
deliver the dividends of de-
mocracy to my people and 
my community at large in 
three different ways which 
are security, welfare servic-
es and job/wealth creation.

People still believe that 
due to the antecedent of the 
All Progressives Congress 
Party, which often imposes 
candidat es ,  a  particular 

candidate among the aspi-
rants has been anointed by 
the party hierarchy. What 
is your reaction?

My reaction to the alleged 
imp osit ion of  candidates 
in my party still  remains 
the same.  I t  i s  the  party 
leadership that knows all 
the aspirants, the ones that 
are vying for selfish pur-
pose and the ones that are 
out to serve the people. It 
is  the father who knows 
which one of the children 
is playing rough and the one 
playing fairly. More so, it all 
depends on the kind of poli-
tics the leaders are playing 
in their locality. I mean if 
leaders in a particular LCDA 
for instance are not doing 
what is  right,  it  b e c omes 
mandatory for our national 
leaders to intervene and do 
the right thing so the people 
can feel the impact of the 
candidate. As a matter of 
fact, my party leaders are 

always open and ready to 
do that which is right for 
the party and the people at 
large.

What support are you 
getting from the party exec-
utives towards the primary 
election?

Tr e m e n d o u s  s u p p o r t ; 
very overwhelming as in 
the advic e,  attention and 
the hospitality. They have 
been highly supportive.

H o w  d o  y o u  p l a n  t o 
source fund in the LCDA 
a n d  p r eve nt  c o r r u p t i o n 
which is believed to be high 
at  the lo cal  government 
level?

Y o u  a re  t a l k i n g  ab o ut 
increasing the IGR. Mind 
you, the LCDA has already 
on ground avenues through 
which they source funds. 
All I  need to do is just to 
create more legal avenues 
to increase the IGR. Don’t 
forget  ab out my priority 
when I get into office as I 

mentioned earlier on, which 
i s  j o b / w e a l t h  c re at i o n .  I 
have on my blueprint, how 
to go about it and make more 
money for my LDCA. 

In order to prevent cor-
r u p t i o n ,  I  d o n’ t  n e e d  t o 
sweat much on that. All I 
need to do is to follow what 
is on ground with supervi-
sion and strict  follow up 
from the source of the funds 
to the allocation and execu-
tion. Also, the principle of 
checks and balances must 
b e  a d h e re d  t o .  M o s t  i m -
portantly, the Eye of Lagos 
(Lagos State House of As-
sembly) is taking that issue 
seriously by mandating the 
Hous e Committe e to take 
it seriously and implement 
the  che cks  and balanc es 
principle on the accounts 
of  a l l  lo cal  governments 
in Lagos State, chaired by 
a member from Alimosho 
constituency 01, Bisi Yus-
suf, and he has been doing a 

tremendous job on it. All of 
these are to prevent corrup-
tion from the local govern-
ment level.

What is your take on the 
fight against corruption of 
the present administration?

M y  t a ke  o n  t h e  f i g h t 
against corruption by this 
ad ministration is  simple- 
Take it on! That is the fight 
should continue. This fight 
has immensely helped this 
nation especially economi-
cally. One can imagine mon-
ies being retrieved everyday 
from our so-called leaders 
who at one time or the other 
held a position in the coun-
try. Monies that are meant 
for proje cts ,  diverte d for 
personal use yet, they are 
saying the economy is bad 
and things are not working, 
how would it  work? The 
best thing happening to this 
nation right now is the fight 
against corruption which 
I support 100 percent and 
pray it continues.

If you win, how would 
your activit ies  in  off ice 
positively affect the lives of 
the common people of the 
Ayobo-Ipaja LCDA? 

In as much as we deliver 
what we promise to do, we 
are taking the dividend of 
demo cracy to  their  do or 
steps this time around. No 
more interme diaries.  We 
will  c ontinue to do town 
h a l l  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  t h e 
p e ople of the c ommunity 
to know their imme diate 
needs; how to solve them; 
to give them the assurance 
and confidence that even if 
a section of the community 
is not getting theirs now, 
definitely it ’s going to be 
their time soon.

What advice do you have 
for the people concerning 
the coming election?

T h e y  s h o u l d  b e  c a l m , 
peacefully and come out en 
masse to vote for the party 
that has been delivering and 
will continue to deliver; that 
is the All Progressives Con-
gress. Ayobo-Ipaja is known 
to be peaceful, orderly and 
habitable.  We always de-
liver, especially Alimosho 
area during elections. This 
time is not going to be dif-
ferent. We shall deliver. So 
help us God.
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Why Nigeria’s ex-political office holders 
refuse to go back to their professions

Politics

Adesina

Okonjo Iweala

Aruma Oteh

I
n Nigeria  as  in  many 
African countries, many 
politicians never retire; 
even when they are old 
and are no longer useful 

in the system, they always 
prefer to die in the corridors 
of power.

A few politicians only go 
back to their original trade 
after their exit from politics. 
Three readily examples come 
to mind of those who after 
s erving meritoriously,  de-
cided to move on with their 
l ives .  They are former Fi-
nance Minister Ngozi Okon-
jo- Iweala ,  imme diate  past 
Minister of Agriculture and 
Rural  D evelopment  Akin-
wumi Adesina and ex-Direc-
tor General,  Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) 
Arunma Oteh. While Okonjo-
Iweala currently chairs the 
Board of the Global Alliance 
for Vaccines and Immuniza-
tion (GAVI) and the African 
Risk Capacity (ARC), Adesina 
is the President of the African 
Development Bank and Oteh 
i s  th e  Tre a s u re r  a n d  V i c e 
President of the World Bank.

The recent nomination of a 
former senator in Osun State 
as a commissioner has elic-
ited debate about Nigeria’s 
ex-p olit ical  off ic e  holders 
who refuse to go back to their 
professions.

G o ve r n o r  R a u f  A re g b e -
s ola had on Tues day April 
18 forwarde d the name of 
Mudasiru Hussein alongside 
others to the State Assembly 
for confirmation as commis-
sioner.

Hussein, who was elected 
into Senate between 2011 and 
2015,  was als o a two-term 
member of Nigeria’s House of 
Representatives.

But Hussein is not the only 
Nigerian politician who has 
left a high political position 
to a lower one with the aim 
of remaining relevant in the 
system. Ejaife Odebala, cur-
rent chairman, Sapele Local 
Government Area of D elta 
State also falls into this cat-
egory.  He was a  two-term 
elected member of the Delta 
State House of Assembly, a 
commissioner for almost four 
years and governorship aspi-
rant in the state.

Unlike in some other plac-
es in the world where profes-
sionals who venture d into 
politics go back to their trades 
after their tenures in govern-
ment, Nigerian politicians af-
ter they leave office continue 
to hang around the seat of 
power and refuse to engage 
in other meaningful jobs. At 

best, they become overnight 
contractors and consultants.

In advanced democracies 
where governors contest for 
higher positions as Senators 
or President, the reverse is 
the case in this part of the 
w o r l d ;  a f t e r  s e r v i n g  t w o -
terms as governor, an average 
Nigerian politician contests 
for senatorial seat not nec-
essarily for s ervic e but as 
‘pension’ to remain relevant 
in politics. While a school-
o f - t h o u g h t  c o n s i d e r s  t h e 
development as a ‘demotion 
and retrogression’,  another 
school-of-thought disagrees, 
insisting that politicians who 
have tasted higher political 
offices and taking responsi-
bility at a lower level would 
bring their wealth of experi-
ence into such positions.

To professional politicians, 
politics is seen as an end in 
itself and not a means to an 
end.

This was vividly captured 

by a former lawmaker and 
o n e - t i m e  S p e c i a l  A dv i s e r 
on National Assembly Mat-
ters, Florence Ita-Giwa who 
recently defected from the 
m a i n  o p p o s i t i o n  P e o p l e s 
D emo cratic  Party (PDP) to 
the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC).

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h e r,  s h e 
joine d the ruling party to 
remain relevant in politics, 
expressing regret  that she 
had been ‘idle’ in the opposi-
tion party. 

“APC offers  me a  stable 
p l at fo r m  t o  c o n t i n u e  m y 
political carrier. I don’t want 
to be watching my country 
Nigeria on television; I want 
to join hands to work to make 
Nigeria Great again.  In all 
those years I  held no posi-
tion in the PDP, so I could just 
wonder away,” she affirmed.

What then is responsible 
for the upsurge of profession-
al politicians in the country? 
Analysts have attributed the 

development to p e cuniary 
reasons and the parapherna-
lia of office.

They cite the remuneration 
packages attached to political 
positions to include: Annual 
Salaries, Accommodation, Ve-
hicle Maintenance and Fuel, 
Personal Assistants, House 
Maintenance, Domestic Staff, 
Entertainment, Utilities Al-
lowances, Leave Allowance, 
Hardship Allowance, Ward-
robe Allowance, Newspapers 
Allowance among others.

In a chat with BDSUNDAY, 
an Abuja-based political ana-
lyst, Taiye Odewale, submit-
ted that Nigerian politicians 
strive to hold on to public of-
fices not because of genuine 
service to their community 
but to the fact that politicians 
now see politics as the fastest 
means to financial empower-
ment.

He said:  “Politics in this 
part of the world is one of 
the easiest ways to immediate 
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fortune. If you are a politician 
and you are lucky to stand for 
election and you win at what-
ever level - be it from coun-
sellorship level to presidency 
- definitely the person will 
have a sudden turnaround in 
terms of material wealth far 
above his or her peers who 
remain in their profession. 
His p e ers may improve on 
the average but his own will 
be a catapulted one. And he 
won’t want to drop back to 
their level.

“And you know, we have a 
very wrong value here. Any-
one who succeeds in winning 
election into public office is 
already rate d very high in 
the society. He will not want 
to go back.  For example if 
the p ers on came from the 
classroom like Ibrahim Shek-
arau (former governor and 
Minister) did in Kano, so you 
expect him to go back to the 
c l a s s ro o m  a s  a  s e c o n d a r y 
school teacher?”
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InsIde Aso Rock

With ElizabEth archibong

same influence bD had over 
the cabinet? i don’t think so.

Something funny hap-
pened when the Vice Presi-
dent asked the Minister of 
health, isaac adewole to 
offer the christian prayer. 
he prayed for healing for the 
President and even the SgF, 
leaving everyone wondering 
if the SgF was ill. Perhaps, he 
forgot that the SgF had been 
suspended on allegations 
of corruption. i saw him on 
tuesday when he came to 
appear before the osinbajo’s 
panel and he looked just fine 
to me.

the week through it was 
a mad house at the Vice 
President’s wing. Journalists 
crowded the corridor almost 
on daily basis, waiting to see 
who was next in line to ap-
pear before the osinbajo-led 
committee. Everyone wanted 
to hear something extra. on 
that day, it was the turn of 
the suspended nia Dg, the 
acting Dg, and five other 
directors while lawal was 
invited on tuesday. Since that 
appearance, we have heard 
different versions of invita-
tions extended by the panel, 
but we are all very eager to 
get a peek into the report of 
the panel. they have met and 
met and met yet again, most 
times late into the night.

You see, Mr. bD would 
have saved us all some trouble 
if he had willingly stepped 
aside; i mean that is the most 
honourable thing to do, right? 
like i said last week his case is 
as good as concluded and

i don’t think the commit-
tee will have a hard time 
deciding that. on that of the 
nia Dg for me, the questions 
are still hanging. i am hoping 
that in a few days more rev-
elations will unfold. i will only 
drop a hint of what i gleaned 
off sources. they say he actu-
ally briefed the nSa and the 
President about nine projects 
which are actually ongoing 
but he forgot to mention the 
existence of the ikoyi apart-
ment and the money. how 
convenient right? ok, let us 
talk next week.

 

about the President’s contin-
ued absence.

You see, we have all been 
writing about this matter, if 
you read this column weekly 
you will realise that most 
weeks i go as far as talking 
about the cover ups. the 
truth is i do not understand 
why journalists will not be 
allowed to write what they 
see. it is a different ball game 
writing something that is 
clearly false but when truth 
stares you in the face, how do 
you pretend not to notice it? 
let me leave it at this, report-
ers are ruffled up each day 
in different quarters and the 
fact that some go unnoticed 
or unanswered does not make 
it alright.

no it is not. the President’s 
absence at the FEc meeting 
heightened worries by ni-
gerians and forced his media 
handlers to finally break the 
ice and come up to say his 
doctors have actually asked 
him to take it easy.

this is what i have been 
saying all the while, no one 
wants him sick in fact we all 
want a strong and healthy 
President. i still am trying to 
figure out why the council 
was scanty that day, did some 
ministers figure that their 
boss may not be able to make 
it or they were out of town? 
a lot of the seats were empty 
and about 15 of them were 
absent.

as i was about to hit the 
send button i realised the 
President was absent from 
the mosque. a lot of people 
look forward to Fridays to at 
least get a glimpse of him to 
be sure that he is alright. as 
it stands now? i can’t help you 
with the answer.

that said, bD’s seat was 
empty, the ministers stood 
around talking and exchang-
ing pleasantries in their nor-
mal way. no one shouted 
them down  or called them by 
name ordering them to return 
to their seats, it didn’t look 
like they missed bD’s pres-
ence but i think those of us 
in the media did miss him. he 
would have done something 
to make us laugh or he would 
have come right after us to 
bully after we wrote that the 
President was absent from 
the meeting. the acting SgF, 
habiba lawal who is the Per-
manent Secretary (Ecological 
Funds) in the office of the 
SgF, sat quietly behind, did i 
expect that she will exert the 

The never ending 
drama in Aso Rock

t
he drama just never 
ends. life, they say, 
is a stage filled with 
all kinds of drama. 

today you are up and tomor-
row you come crashing down.

change (not that of the all 
Progressives congress) and 
god are basically the only 
constant factors.

So last week, the dramas 
continued as Vice President 
Yemi osinbajo and his panel 
assiduously grilled the sus-
pended Secretary to the gov-
ernment babachir lawal, 
the Director-general of the 
national intelligence agency 
(nia) ayo oke, and other 
linked parties.

Yet another episode came 
up with the absence of Presi-
dent Muhammadu buhari 
from the weekly Federal Ex-
ecutive council (FEc) meeting, 
heightening concerns about 
the true state of his health 
despite several assurances 
from the presidency that he 
was only resting.

Earlier that day, reporters 
covering the State house ar-
rived way ahead of time to 
see what the council meeting 
would be like without a ba-
bachir lawal. there was actu-
ally FEc meeting without the 
suspended SgF who doubled 
as the class rep, bully and a si-
lencing voice over the loud mix 
of other cabinet ministers. We 
sat in the council chambers 
discussing how his seat was 
vacant and how the acting 
SgF sat behind as a newbie. 
then i noticed that someone 
came to brief the security 
detail manning the President’s 
sit. the Vice President arrived 
a few minutes to 11am, the 
scheduled time for the meet-
ing and took his seat waiting 
for the arrival of the President. 
at exactly 11am the chief Pro-
tocol officer to the President 
arrived and whispered to the 
Vice President. looking back 
now, it has become obvious 
that he had intimated him Mr. 
President would not be able to 
attend the meeting.

there was a look of shock 
on the VP’s face. he too had 
no idea that the President 
would not be showing up 
that day.

it is no longer secret that 
the President has been scarce 
and that nigerians have been 
asking to know his where-
abouts. let me digress a little 
to talk about another incident 
that happened in the aso 
rock when a reporter wrote 

Babalola Borishade

b
abalola bori-
s h a d e  m a y 
have submit-
ted himself to 
the ultimate 

will of god in death when 
he passed on april 26, 
2019, but his work as a re-
nowned scholar, engineer, 
political strategist and 
four times federal min-
ister with great foresight 
will speak on the pages 
of history for generations 
to come .

in 1988, borishade was 
elected as member of the 
constituent assembly, 
to review the 1979 con-
stitution of the Federal 
republic of nigeria. along 
with a group of intellects, 
he gainfully advocated 
for the creation of the ni-
geria Energy commission 
and the Environmental 
Protection commission 
which gave birth to the 
establishment of FEPa as 
a precursor to the present 
Ministry of Environment.

in recognition of his 
contributions to the edu-
cation sector in nigeria, 
after serving as Minister 
of Education between 
February 2001 and May 
2003, he was elected the 
vice- chairman of the E9 
group of the United na-
tions, president of the 
UnESco international 
conference on Education, 
as well as chairman Edu-
cation for all (EFa) forum 
of african Ministers of 
Education.  

borishade was later 
appointed Minister of 
State, Power and Steel in 
2004, in which capacity 
he initiated the ‘gas to 
Power Project (g2P); a 
World bank sponsored 
project designed to en-
sure sustained gas devel-
opment and availability 
for power production to 
meet nigerian electricity 
demands.

Even as Minister of 
aviation between July 
2005 and november 2006, 
he pushed for the civil 
aviation bill which was 
passed, replacing the 1964 
act, and the direct flight 
between nigeria and the 
United States of america 
which was hitherto in 
limbo, was restored.

his initiation of various 
reforms and development 
in the aviation sector re-
sulted in nigeria scoring 
93 per cent in the icao 
Universal audit, making 
nigeria a benchmark to 
african aviation indus-
try at that time.

borishade was also a 
force to reckon with in ni-

geria’s political fraternity, 
where he held several no-
table positions and made 
numerous contributions. 
as recent as 2015, he was a 
director general to ex-vice 
president atiku abuba-
kar’s campaign organisa-
tion in the all Progressives 
congress (aPc) presiden-
tial primary election.

Earlier in 1993, bori-
shade served as director, 
research and Planning for 
the defunct Social Demo-
cratic Party (SDP); coor-
dinator of M.K.o abiola’s 
campaign; director of ad-
ministration, Strategy and 
Planning for the obasanjo 
campaign organization 
in 1999; and coordinator 
of the election adminis-
tration and management 
unit of the obasanjo/ati-
ku campaign organiza-
tion in 2003.

he was appointed as 
senior special assistant 
to President obasanjo in 
May 1999, initiating and 
convening the first Youth 
Forum in abuja. also, he 
chaired the preparation of 
the national Youth Policy 

in the landscape of nige-
rian Politics.

the PDM was in the 
forefront of the struggle 
to restore democracy to 
nigeria, becoming a prin-
cipal partner in the forma-
tion of Social Democratic 
Party (SDP) created by the 
military administration of 
ibrahim babangida.

borishade had his 
early education at St. an-
drews Primary School in 
his home town and his 
Secondary School edu-
cation at Doherty Me-
morial grammar School, 
ijero Ekiti. in 1971, he 
graduated from the Uni-
versity of ife with First 
class honours in Electri-
cal Engineering, where he 
was retained as graduate 
assistant. in 1972, he se-
cured a commonwealth 
Scholarship to study for a 
doctorate degree in high 
Voltage Engineering at 
the Victoria University, 
Manchester. he later ob-
tained his PhD in 1975 
and returned to obafemi 
awolowo University 
where he pioneered the 

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

Before he left…the 
Borishade story

(nYP) and the blueprint 
of the national Poverty 
Eradication Programme 
(naPEP).

borishade once said 
that he was attracted 
and inspired by the dis-
position of late general 
Shehu Musa Yar’adua to-
wards the establishment 
of understanding across 
the ethnic nationalities 
of the country as a pre-
requisite and bridge for 
national coalition and 
Development. he joined 
the generals effort in cre-
ating a movement called 
“the Pe oples Front” 
which later gave birth to 
the Peoples Democratic 
Movement (PDM), a po-
litical association that 
has remained dominant 

establishment of the Elec-
trical Power Systems De-
gree Programme as well 
as the University of ife 
consultancy Unit in the 
Faculty of technology.

borishade who died 
after a brief illness, was 
initially rushed to red-
dington hospital in Vic-
toria island, lagos, from 
where he was flown to 
london. born into the Ebi 
ilotin family of Ekiti on 
March 7, 1946, borishade 
is survived by his wife 
and children. he was a 
recipient of the national 
honour of commander 
of the order of the Federal 
republic (cFr), in recog-
nition of his more than 
three decades of service 
to nigeria.
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The lingering crisis be-
twe en the Exe cutive 
and Legislative arms of 

government is taking anoth-
er dimension in the history 
of this country. Rather than 
dousing the existing tension 
in the polity, the political 
gladiators are worsening the 
situation by the day. It start-
ed with the tussle between 
the Senate and members of 
the President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s cabinet, on specific 
issues relating to the approv-
al of Ibrahim Magu’s appoint-
ment as Chairman, Economic 
and Financial Crimes (EFCC), 
later the issue of Babachir La-
wal, the embattled Secretary 
to the Government of the 
Federation (SGF) and lately 
the invasion of the residence 
of Senator Danjuma Goje, 
chairman, Senate Committee 
on Appropriation on Thurs-
day, 20th April, 2017. To the 
surprise of all and sundry, 
the House of Representatives 
has taken over the battle, 
better put, crying more than 
the b ereave d.  Thos e who 
know more about the politics 
behind these issues believe 
it’s all calculated are! Out at 
blackmailing and discredit-
ing the Buhari’s administra-
tion ahead of the 2019 gen-
eral election. For me, this is 
prelude to the election year. 
I perceive more crises are in 

the offing,  c ountdown to 
the general elections. I keep 
imagine,  why the Hous e 
has failed to concentrate on 
its legislative affairs on the 
2017 Appropriation bill, but 
continue passing series of 
resolutions on matters relat-
ing to ‘attempted assasina-
tion of Senator Dino Melaye; 
Vice President Yemi Osin-
bajo statement on Magu’s 
nomination and the alleged 
missing budget linked with 
the Police invasion on Sena-
tor Goje’s  residenc e? The 
best that should have been 
done is for the Senate to le-
verage on the efforts of the 
House if at all this document 
is missing. I recall vividly 
the ‘superiority’ claim that 
the House has the power of 
the budget over the Senate, 
then why the hullabaloo? 
Same goes for the crisis trail-
ing the Magu’s appointment. 
G o i n g  b y  t h e  p ro v i s i o n s 
of the Supreme Court Ad-
ditional  Juris diction Act 
gives ample opportunity for 
the two chambers to pass a 
resolution to challenge any 
contentious Constitutional 
matter at the Supreme Court. 
So the onus lies with the 
unsatisfie d party,  in this 
instance, the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate 
to seek interpretation rather 
than pushing the responsi-

bility to the Presidency on 
the interpretation of  the 
EFCC Act on the appoint-
ment of its Chairman.

D i t t o  fo r  t h e  a g e - l o n g 
tussle between the Execu-
tive and Legislative arm over 
who owns the power of the 
purse.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  t w o 
chambers seem to be work-
ing at locking horns over 
the ongoing Constitutional 
review. Details on this will 
be discussed in the nearest 
future as both parties have 
not reached compromise on 
the need to synergise almost 
two years  into the Eight 
session of the National As-
sembly.

The internal wrangling 
a m o n g  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
Omoluabi caucus in the State 
of Osun also reared its ugly 
head following the state-
ment uttered by the Deputy 
Speaker, Yussuff Lasun on 
the 2018 gubernatorial elec-
tion. Feelers from the ag-
grieved lawmakers pointed 
to the fact that the Deputy 
Speaker has failed to adhere 
to the directive of the lead-
ership of the ruling party, 
All  Progressive Congress 
(APC) in the State,  which 
embargoed campaign from 
Councillor level to Presiden-
tial level. More of these and 
many more will be unfolding 

as Nigerians prepare to elect 
their political leaders across 
the country.

During the just  ende d 
legislative week, the House 
considered some major is-
sues of national importance, 
ranging from the resolution 
to probe $43.4 million ware-
housed in Osborne Towers, 
Ikoyi-Lagos state depspite 
the investigation initiated 
by the Presidency I to the 
matter.

One of the germane issues 
that came up was the fresh 
letter sent by President Bu-
hari seeking the approval of 
external loan worth $6.926 
billion from the China Exim 
Bank and World Bank re-
spectively.

The breakdown of the loan 
facility from China Exim 
Bank include: $1.231 billion 
for Lagos-Kano railway mod-
ernization project (Lagos-
Ibadan segment); $1.146 bil-
lion for Lagos-Kano moderni-
sation project (Kano-Kaduna 
segment) and $3.474 billion 
for Coastal railway project 
(Lagos-Calabar segment) to-
talling $5.851 billion.

Ac c ording to President 
B u h a r i ,  W o r l d  B a n k  a p -
proved loan worth $575 mil-
lion to assist Federal Govern-
ment in the reconstruction 
and rehabilitation efforts 
in the North-East as well 

as for procurement of vac-
cines and other ancillary fa-
cilities for national routine 
immunisation to eradicate 
polio after the outbreak in 
the North East region.

I ’ v e  b e e n  w o n d e r i n g 
how the House and Senate 
will pass the 2017 budget 
w i t h o ut  t h e  3 - ye a r  b o r -
rowing plan worth $29.6 
b i l l i o n  s e n t  i n i t i a l l y  b y 
the President but stepped 
down by the House due to 
n o n - i n c l u s i o n  o f  d e t a i l s 
o f  t h e  e x p e n d i t u re .  T h e 
initial response I got was 
u n s at i s f a c t o r y  f ro m  t h e 
Me dia Committe e,  to say 
the least. But on the other 
hand,  the President’s  re-
solve to pull out the $6.926 
billion for 2017 seems com-
mendable in order to move 
the c ountry forward and 
get the country out of the 
doldrums.

A new battle front?

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

Can a final year student 
writing his proje ct in 
s cho ol tell  his le ctur-

er that his  work has b e en 
stalled because his residence 
was burgled by thieves who 
carted away his project ma-
terials?

This was what Danjuma 
Goje, chairman Senate Com-
mitte e on Appropriations, 
made Nigerians b elieve on 
the floor of the upper legisla-
tive chamber last week.

At plenary, the lawmaker 
ac cus e d the Nigeria Polic e 
o f  t r u n c at i n g  t h e  b u d g e t 
passage by ‘stealing’ 18 docu-
ments and a laptop relevant 
to the passage of the appro-
priation bill.

This followed police raid 
o n  h i s  A s o ko ro  re s i d e n c e 
where security men carted 
away 18 ‘documents’ relevant 

to the passage of this year’s 
appropriation bill and some 
cash.

Raising a Point of Order, 
Goje said the budget would 
h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  o n 
Tues day last  we ek,  pass e d 
We dnes day and pres ente d 
to  President  Muhammadu 
Buhari last Thursday.

I took Goje’s account with 
a pinch of salt because if he 
c laime d to  b e  working on 
the budget at the National 
A s s e m b l y,  h e  c a n ’ t  t u r n 
around 360 degrees and ac-
cus e the p olic e of stealing 
the same documents he left 
at home.

Besides, it is a joint Com-
m i t t e e  o n  A p p ro p r i at i o n s 
(consisting of members of the 
Appropriations Committe e 
from the Senate and House of 
Representatives). And if the 
Joint Committee Chairman 
(Goje) claimed his own copy of 
the budget was stolen, what 
happened to the budget docu-
ments with other members of 
the joint committees?

E a c h  c o m m i t t e e  i n  t h e 
N at i o n a l  A s s e mb l y  h a s  a 
secretariat in charge of its 
day-to-day running. It is led 
by a clerk. Besides acting as 
a go-b etwe en the c ommit-
tee and relevant ministries, 
departments and agencies, 

the secretariat also ensures 
t h at  w h e n e ve r  t h e re  i s  a 
do cument for the c ommit-
tee, it reproduces same for 
all members to enable them 
take informe d de cision.  In 
this Eighth Senate, I have wit-
nessed several public hear-
i n g s  w h e re  p re s e n t at i o n s 
were halte d to enable s e c-
retariat reproduce relevant 
d o c u m e n t s  fo r  c o m m i t t e e 
members.

A s s u m i n g  b ut  n o t  c o n -
ceding that members of the 
joint c ommitte es were not 
in possession of the ‘stolen’ 
budget do cuments,  is  Goje 
also implying that the sec-
retariat, which coordinates 
its activities, is not in pos-
s e s s i o n  o f  a p p ro p r i at i o n s 
materials?

W i t h  t h e  re t u r n  o f  t h e 
documents to the lawmaker, 
i t  would b e interesting to 
see if the National Assembly 
would come up with another 
excus e for not passing the 
budget this week.

The return of the do cu-
ments and cash to the federal 
legislator 24 hours after the 
motion on the flo or of the 
Red Chamber buttresses the 
argument by Senate Presi-
dent Bukola Saraki that the 
Appropriations Committe e 
chairman’s house was raided 

in error by the police.
D espite the gains of the 

Federal Government’s whis-
tle blower policy, the raid on 
Goje’s residence highlighted 
the lo ophole in the p olicy: 
consequences of false whistle 
blowing. If the policy rewards 
a whistle blower with five 
p erc ent of  re c overe d lo ot , 
there should also be punish-
ment for whoever raises false 
alarm to serve as deterrent to 
others.

Magnus Abe (APC, Rivers 
S t at e )  c a p t u re d  my  m o o d 
when he expressed concern 
that the policy was in danger 
of being abused by persons 
making false claims.

Speaking of whistle blow-
ing, the senator representing 
Rivers East in the National 
A s s e mb l y,  G e o r g e  S e k i b o 
(PDP, Rivers State) literally 
blew a whistle while speak-
ing on the floor of the upper 
legislative chamber.

T h e  l a w m a ke r  i n s i s t e d 
that the N13 billion found 
at Osborne Towers in Lagos 
State by the Economic and 
Financial  Crimes Commis-
sion (EFCC) belongs to Rivers. 
He explained that the initial 
c laim made by the Rivers 
State government claiming 
the money, was the first time 
a whistle was blown on the 

matter and he was blowing 
the whistle a second time by 
bringing the matter up at the 
Senate.

After speaking, the senator 
blew a whistle thrice before 
taking his seat.

At resumption of plenary 
after the Easter break; sena-
tors were sombre following 
the demise of the senator rep-
resenting Osun West Isiaka 
Adeleke.

Consequently, plenary was 
suspended for one day and 
valedictory session held in 
his honour. Of all the eulo-
gies showered on him, some 
of his close colleagues made 
a startl ing revelation that 
the first civilian governor of 
Osun State had no will and 
testament.

This may open a myriad of 
problems for the surviving 
family members of the de-
ceased senator, especially if 
he left behind a polygamous 
home.

His family is still in mourn-
ing mood but the reality is 
that politicians are already 
warming up, holding noctur-
nal meetings for his replace-
ment. In fact, a highly placed 
s o u r c e  i n fo r m e d  m e  t h at 
a replac ement for Adeleke 
was found the very day he 
passed on.

When false whistle blowing ‘halts’ 2017 Budget passage
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A 
few days ago, Governor Abdullahi 
Ganduje of Kano State raised the 
alarm to the invasion of his state 
by multitudes of Almajirai which 

has swelled the population of out-of-school 
children in the state. The governor raised 
the alarm during the recently concluded 
Kaduna State Economic and Investment 
Summit. He said that his administration 
discovered that there was an influx of 
Almajirai from Niger Republic, some from 
Chad, Northern Cameroun and some from 
states of the North-West.

This lamentation has again brought 
to the fore the oft-neglected complaint of 
porous borders. Nigeria is a country that 
has no verifiable statistics of the number of 
people trooping into it on a daily basis. In the 
northern part of the country, borders are 

O n e  o f  t h e  s t ro n g e s t  p o i n t s 
a g a i n s t  t h e  P re s i d e n t  Mu -
h a m m a d u  B u h a r i  a d m i n -

istration is  the lopside d app oint-
m e n t s  i t  h a s  b e e n  m a k i n g  s i n c e 
inception. When the signs began to 
appear, the President and his party, 
the All Progressives Congress (APC) 
were vehement rebuttal.  The party 
at the time had defende d Buhari , 
saying that he needed to work with 
thos e he truste d. 

Last Wednesday, April 19, 2017, would have 
been a tragic day at the Jibowu railway 
crossing in Mushin, Lagos, as some mo-

torists and commercial motorcycle operators 
escaped death by a whisker in the hand of a 
train driver, who apparently was under certain 
influence.

Although it is often said that anyone killed by 
a train died of his/her own deafness, because of 
the vibrating sound of a train and the loudness of 
its horn, this particular day, it appeared that the 
train stole in on unsuspecting commuters who 
were trying to escape a hold up that had built up 
on top of the rail track.

On that day, there was no sign as there was 
nobody to signal anybody that train was com-
ing. Some vehicle drivers who had their glasses 
wound up only suddenly discovered they were 
standing in the way of death. The train driver 
who must have also noticed the commotion at 
the crossing far away only began to hoot the horn 
a few metres away to the intersection.

The drama could have been better captured 
by a movie maker. But for sheer providence, 
what could have been a tragedy was avoided. It 
was unimaginable that a train driver who knows 
that there is a road crossing at Jibowu, which is 
also less than  three minutes drive to a major rail-
way station in Yaba could go at the neck-break 

Ganduje and the Almajiri challenge in Kano

Now we know
Train driver from hell?

Deceitful cliché

‘Monkey dey work, Baboon dey chop’

The expression, “I was invited to serve 
my fatherland” appears to have be-
come a refrain among many public 

office holders in Nigeria. Everybody is 
serving fatherland even though it is glar-
ing that most of those in public offices are 
serving their bellies. How do we know 
those who truly serve their fatherland? 
They are those not afraid to be told their 
services are no longer required and they 
take their exit in good faith; they are those 
that can happily and willingly retire back 
to their businesses at the expiration at of 
their tenure of office; they do not seek office 
by any do-or-die means; they do not plot to 
stay indefinitely in office by clandestine 
means, among others. 

Some people say they were begged to 
come and serve their fatherland, but they 
take care of themselves and families in 
total disregard of the masses they should 
be serving. While in the so-called service 
of their fatherland (as they claim), they do 

Traditional stool in Nigeria has become 
very attractive nowadays. Unlike be-
fore when it was considered exclusive 

preserve for a few individuals neck-deep in 
the culture of their people without necessarily 
being bookish or rich. 

Today, retired university professors, former 
managing directors of blue-chip firms and 
other accomplished minds in various fields of 
endeavour are not only showing interest in tra-
ditional stools, they are also grabbing the stools. 
When some of them speak about returning to 
traditional stool, many people tend to ask why? 

They begin to think how would, for in-
stance, a former Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
governor cope after seeing and presiding over 
huge monies in different currencies? But the 
recent altercation between Emir of Kano, Sa-
nusi Lamido Sanusi and some elements in his 
Emirate who accused him of inheriting about 
N4billion and engaging in wanton spending, 
may have given inkling into the humongous 
amount of money available to some mon-
archs. Although Sanusi has denied spending 
N4billion from the accounts of Kano Emirate 
Council, he acknowledged that he inherited 
N1.8billion three years ago. 

Some analysts have said that whether 

all manner of falsification of figures; they 
award contracts to themselves at figures 
that make the jaws drop; they sponsor as-
sassinations of some people they believe 
are standing between them and public 
funds. If for instance, a man awards to him-
self a contract worth over two hundred 
million just to cut grasses, could it be said 
in the actual sense of the world that such 
an individual is working in the interest 
of the fatherland? If an individual steals 
away about N4billion using his position as 
a “public servant”, was he actually serving 
the fatherland? 

Public servants who are really serving 
their fatherland do not set ablaze their of-
fice or documents or their files to conceal 
some nefarious dealings. Some of those 
in this “serving our fatherlands” thing 
who have also acquired mansions, exotic 
automobiles and other good things of life 
beyond their salaries, are thousand times 
richer than before they were drafted into 
the positions they now occupy or they 
occupied, as the case may be. 

Some of them talk as if they are doing 
Nigerians a favour by accepting to “serve”; 
they often brag about how they left their 
“lucrative jobs” to serve the nation. It is a 
fact that a good number of those in govern-
ment were wretched before they joined 
politics. It is deceptive and hypocritical to 
continue to talk about serving fatherland 
while people are indeed serving their 
bellies.

N4billion or N1.8billion, the amount of money 
is so huge to lure anybody into that stool. It is 
vain trying to ask how they come about such 
huge amount of money. 

In today’s Nigeria, when religion and 
ethnicity are the two strongest driving forces, 
politicians and wealthy businessmen contrib-
ute to the purse of traditional institutions in 
their domain. 

There is also the belief that some groups 
usually move money from offshore to push one 
or two agenda. Kano being the headquarters of 
Islamic religion in the country, it is not unlikely 
that some Islamic nations may be sending some 
financial assistance to promote their interest in 
the country. So, when next you receive an in-
vite from your people to come rule over them, 
please, do not turn down the offer.

not closed, giving easy access to nationals 
of other countries to stray into the country. 
This is one of the reasons the Boko Haram 
crisis lingered until this moment. We are 
told that a good number of the abducted 
Chibok girls had since been transferred 
to Cameroun and other neighbouring 
countries through porous and unmanned 
borders.

The Almajiri case is worse now than in 
the last few years. One reason analysts be-
lieve may have fuelled the influx into Kano 
is that since the inception of the current 
administration of Muhammadu Buhari, the 
Almajirai from the neighbouring countries 
believe they are welcomed here since a 
Moslem is at the helm of affairs, particularly 
in Kano that is already known to be heavily 
populated with the Almajirai.

It is the same reason that in many cities 
of the country today, particularly Abuja 
and Lagos, the number of commercial mo-
torcyclists (‘Okada’ riders) has tremendously 
increased in the last two years. Many of 
the invaders are not Nigerians but from 
neighbouring countries. It is really a serious 
problem for Nigeria, and the earlier govern-
ment begins to take decisive steps to halt 
the dangerous trend, the better for all of us. 
Governor Ganduje is in a better position to 
discuss with President Buhari whose name 
is often being dropped by these intruders as 
their reason for the invasion.

The First Lady, Aisha, also point-
e d out that her husband had sur-
ro u n d e d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  s t ra n g e r s 
w h o  d i d  n o t  e v e n  w o r k  f o r  h i s 
s u c c e s s  at  t h e  2 0 1 5  P re s i d e n t i a l 
ele ction,  whereas he had sideline d 
thos e who hazarde d their l ives for 
him. But Aisha’s  obs ervation was 
dismiss e d with a wave of the hand 
and the rot b egan to eat de ep er. 

Now, the push app ears to have 
b e c ome shove as state chairmen of 
the ruling APC re c ently express e d 
their sadness over the President’s 
style of app ointments. 

The angry state chairmen were 

speed at which the man was running on that day.
One of the rules of driving is to reduce the 

speed once one gets to a junction or an intersec-
tion. I think this is also applicable to everything 
driving, train inclusive. The train driver behaved 
as if he was on a suicide mission. Recklessness has 
become a stock-in-trade for many train drivers.

 For instance, Ogbete Railway Crossing in 
Enugu has become a killing field, where people 
are routinely killed by over-speeding train driv-
ers. Train drivers must be cautious enough to 
know that since the tracks are not underground, 
they will always contend with other road users 
and common sense demands that required speed 
limit be applied when they approach intersec-
tions, particularly in towns and busy cities.

i r ke d  b y  t h e  re w a r d  s y s t e m  b e -
i n g  a d o p t e d  b y  B u h a r i ,  w h i c h  i s 
alien to the APC p oliticians.  They 
express e d c onc ern ab out a  situa-
tion where p e ople from the same 
family or  same ward were b eing 
app ointe d. 

It also appears to them that Mon-
key is  working and bab o on is  busy 
chopping.  And it  app ears that the 
c o o k i e s  a re  g ra d u a l l y  c r u mb l i n g 
and don’t  b e surpris e d that thes e 
g r i e va n c e s  a re  l ay i n g  a  g ro u n d -
work for a p ossible disintegration 
b efore 2019.  Anything is  p ossible.
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The challenge of unity, diversity & national 
development: Nigeria at a crossroads

Fortherecord
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Protocol:  

D
istinguished Ladies and 
Gentlemen, the three key 
issues that constitute the 
topic of this presentation 
- Unity, Diversity and 

National Development - are among 
Nigeria’s greatest challenges. Unity 
has been a scarce commodity among 
our country’s diverse peoples and 
communities, as a consequence of the 
way and manner the country was put 
together by British colonial authori-
ties and our collective failure as a peo-
ple to create a true and viable nation 
out of the union. This has become a 
major source of disquiet, anxiety and 
frustration and a veritable obstacle to 
national development.

Disagreements and controversies 
over the best political structure to be 
adopted, size and responsibility of 
government, the nature of relation-
ship between and among component 
units, the type and system of govern-
ment, as well as how resources avail-
able in and accruing to the country 
should be allocated have continued 
unabated. Those controversies have 
sometimes threatened the very ex-
istence of the country. A huge pall of 
pessimism hangs over a section of the 
citizenry, and the ranks of those who 
harbour real doubt about the future of 
the country swell by the day.

The country is truly at a cross-
roads, and things are made worse 
by the cocktail of economic, social, 
political and problems which we have 
had to contend with, and which add 
to the abysmally low estimation of 
our country even by its own citizens.

However, I am not here just to 
lament over the sad and unenviable 
state of affairs in Nigeria. I firmly be-
lieve in the viability of the Nigerian 
Project, I remain unshaken and com-
pletely persuaded that we can even-
tually change the story of Nigeria for 
good by collectively making Nigeria 
a productive, prosperous, peaceful 
and united nation whose people are 
happy and contented and one that is 
able to really lead Africa and assume a 
pride of place in the comity of nations.

But to achieve that, we must 
elevate and steer conversation away 
from empty rhetoric and platitudes. 
We must instigate and see to the 
full and faithful implementation of 
profound changes in the political 
structure, organisation, functions and 
performance of state, and a radical 
re-organisation of government, its 
organs and personnel. 

How we started 
British colonialism created a coun-

try where over 350 ethnic and lan-
guage groups compete for space and 
attempt to coexist, in spite of obvious 
differences in culture, aptitudes and 
level of development. But then, we 
were not entirely alien to one another: 
there are documented evidences that, 
prior to the coming of the Europeans, 
our ancestors had interacted with 
one another through trade and com-
merce, wars, inter-marriages, religion, 
etc. Yes, we are diverse, plural and 
complex, but we are not so different 
from one another that we cannot live 
together. Whatever we may think of 
the creation of the country, we are 
one now and should do the needful 
to make our unity work for us and 
also endure.

Atiku

Our challenge of lack of unity has 
been part and parcel of our chequered 
history. Yes, our First Republic na-
tional political leaders, at some point 
found it easy to mobilise, capture 
and consolidate power as regional 
and ethnic champions. However, by 
the second general elections after 
independence, in 1965, alliances 
and coalition politics had produced 
national parties, groupings and cleav-
ages whose structure, reach and 
membership transcended regions and 
ethnicity. Despite the tragic events 
leading to the collapse of the First 
Republic, the civil war and even l3 
years of military rule that followed 
there did emerge a national - rather 
than ethnic or regional - elite class, 
as evidenced by the politics of the 
Second Republic and thereafter. Suc-
cessive governments have attempted, 
with varying degrees of success, to 
address the problem of lack of unity 
and the tendency toward primordial 
attachments through deliberate poli-
cies and programmes. However, the 
problem has persisted partly because 
we have failed to consistently provide 
good governance; failed to take full 
advantage of the very many pluses 
in our diversity - to use it as a source 
of strength rather than weakness 
and, consequently, it remains easy to 
manipulate the people by appealing 
to their base sentiments.

Our skewed structure as impedi-
ment to unity diversity

There are several reasons why 
we have failed to be welded into one 
nation after over a hundred years 
since we became one country. I would 
like to talk about the nature of the 
country’s structure as one factor. We 
purport to operate a federal structure, 
but over the years our federalism has 
experienced fundamental distortion 
to the extent that there is now a huge, 
acrimonious debate as to the true 
nature and character of our brand of 
federalism. I call it unitary federalism 
because while we still have a formal 
federal system, the centre has become 
too powerful relative to the increas-
ingly unviable federating units.

As regions, the different levels of 
government were fairly viable, not-
withstanding their modest financial 
standing, and were largely adminis-
tered according to established rules 
and procedures. Accountability, pro-
bity and relatively prudent manage-
ment of resources were evident. The 
citizens were happy and substantially 

felt part of the governance process - at 
least they recognised the existence 
of government, paid their taxes and 
could point at tangible deliverables 
from government.

Then came rising crude oil rev-
enues, military rule and the excessive 
centralisation of power and concen-
tration of resources at the federal level 
at the expense of the federating states. 
The Federal government came to as-
sume too many responsibilities to the 
extent that our current constitution 
has 87 items in the Exclusive Legisla-
tive List while only 15 items are in the 
Concurrent List, which the federal 
government can also dominate.

Now as “indigenes” of states, the 
citizens are largely disgruntled and 
unhappy. And although most of 
them don’t pay taxes directly to the 
government coffers, they often feel 
short-changed and complain of abject 
neglect. They hardly feel that they 
are part of the governance process, 
and they often hold their leaders in 
contempt - or at least they are more 
likely to blame than praise their lead-
ers. Some have emotionally, and for 
all intents and purposes, completely 
de-linked themselves from the Nige-
rian state and now inhabit a surreal 
world where they believe in all sorts 
of strange ideas.

What went wrong? We have 36 
states and the FCT that are almost to-
tally dependent on proceeds from the 
federation account to even fund their 
overheads. Thus they have hardly 
focused on inventing avenues of 
diversifying revenue collection from 
internal sources states such as Lagos 
has been doing in recent years. So we 
are shouldering the burden of nearly 
36 dependent bureaucracies, most 
of which commit at least 75 percent 
of their annual budget to recurrent 
expenditure. We therefore have an 
almighty federal government that 
has assumed so much powers and 
responsibilities that it does virtually 
everything either alone or in tandem 
with the other federating units. In the 
end, very little gets done at both the 
federal and state levels. The people get 
disillusioned, and in frustration they 
embrace and imbibe all sorts of views, 
beliefs and ideas including ones that 
suggest that people from the other 
ethnic, religious or regional group is 
responsible for their woes.

To be sure, good leaders do make a 
difference in the fortunes of countries. 
However, leaders operate within 

structural constraints imposed by 
constitutions, laws and regulations 
and the local and world economy.

But the most germane question 
we need to ask ourselves is: must we 
really continue to live together as 
one country amidst such pervasive 
climate of disunity, which is impeding 
our development? My prompt an-
swer to this is yes, we should remain 
together, because it is the best option, 
and because we will be stronger, 
greater, and better in one piece than 
in pieces. In the global scheme of 
things our economy is too small to be 
broken into several pieces. We can 
always discuss the basis and terms of 
our unity with a view to finding ways 
to make it stronger, our development 
more rapid, even and fair, and our 
politics more stable. We simply have 
to find ways solidify and strengthen 
our union and making it conducive 
for development. And that includes 
re-examining the terms of our union 
and, where necessary, affirm or adjust 
some or all the terms, particularly in 
relation to the structure and functions 
of the Nigerian state and its compo-
nent parts.

Wither development in a skewed 
structure?

Some people have talked about 
the federal system of government 
as if it has universal features and all 
federal working systems have similar 
characteristics. But that is not the case. 
A careful look at different societies 
that operate the federal arrangement 
shows that they differ from one 
another in remarkable ways. There 
isn’t no “true federalism,” so to speak. 
A people always decide on the nature, 
shape and content of their preferred 
federal system based on specific histo-
ries, peculiarities and needs. The prob-
lem with our federalism is that over 
the years it has become so skewed in 
favour of the centre that it impedes 
our economic development, distorts 
our politics, weakens our people’s 
commitment to the country and 
threatens our existence as a united 
country.

It is, therefore, necessary to dis-
cuss and agree on the kind of federal 
structure we desire. Reverting to the 
regions of the past seem untenable 
because those minority groups which 
feel that they have been liberated 
from their bigger, dominant neigh-
bours, are unlikely to accept a return 
to that older order. We may consider 
using the existing the geo-political 
zones as federating units because 
they will be more viable economically 
and address some of the minorities’ 
concerns? If we prefer to keep the 
current state structure, could we 
consider introducing a means-test 
such that a state that is unable to raise 
a specified percentage of its revenues 
from internal sources would have to 
be collapsed into another state?

Our beloved country has been 
in the throes of severe and debilitat-
ing social and economic problems. 
Virtually all the development indices 
have not been favourable: massive 
and pervasive poverty, double-digit 
inflation, unemployment, dwindling 
foreign exchange receipts, poor GDP 
growth rates, high infant and mater-
nal mortality, high levels of illiteracy, 
and millions of school-age children 
out of school.

My take is that we will likely 

continue to grapple with such prob-
lems unless we get the structures 
of our federalism and governance 
right. Our current system, which is 
characterized by a focus on sharing 
rather than production, is clearly 
not conducive to development. For 
Nigeria to develop - or even make 
any appreciable progress - we must 
re-structure Nigeria’s political, admin-
istrative and political architecture. 
That way we can free resources that 
would otherwise go to unviable ven-
tures and projects, then commit same 
to areas that directly cater for and 
benefit the people. Restructuring will 
facilitate the emergence of a leaner 
bureaucracy, enhance efficiency, 
block wastages and promote more 
prudent management. It will make 
for happier constituent units more 
committed to the progress and unity 
of the country and the emergence of 
a sense of nationhood.

How do we do that? We should, 
first, dispassionately and painstak-
ingly re-visit our 36-state structure 
vis-a-vis the idea of overly dominant 
federal government. Second, we 
should devolve power from the cen-
tre to the federating units: many of 
the items in the Exclusive List should 
be devolved to the states or any other 
agreed federating units. Third, that 
devolution of powers must include 
an end to federal intrusion in local 
government administration. The 
so-called States/Local Governments 
joint account has virtually absolved 
state governments of responsibilities 
to fund local governments while 
they virtually confiscate the funds 
allocated by the Federal Government 
to the local government. To have 
the federal government create local 
governments and directly fund them 
makes nonsense of the word “local.” 
Those powers should be vested in 
the state governments. And it should 
include an end to federal ownership 
of interstate roads, schools, hospitals 
and the uniformity in remunerations 
across the country. Fourth, we must 
sit down, discuss, and agree on the 
nature of our fiscal federalism - how 
to share our resources. I am on record 
as having advocated for the control 
of rents by the federating units from 
which they are derived while the 
federal government retains its pow-
ers to levy taxes. That will make us all 
productive again and our federating 
units to engage in healthy rivalries 
and competition, which will only 
result in more progress.

Conclusion
There is no doubt in my mind that 

that structure of our federation and 
governance constitute an impedi-
ment to our economic development, 
political stability and social harmony. 
Changing them would help to place 
our country on a path to phenomenal 
and unhindered development. To per-
sist in what we are doing now is to do 
injustice to ourselves and jeopardise 
our future. We should endeavour to 
effect the needed changes by talk-
ing among ourselves and across our 
various divides- engaging in mean-
ingful dialogue. We should take full 
advantage of the democratic spaces 
and institutions to instigate positive 
conversations in that regard. Given 
the right environment, there is hardly 
a limit to what a people can do for 
themselves by themselves.

Being text of a speech delivered by Atiku Abubakar, a former vice president, at the formal public presenta-
tion of the Daily Stream newspaper, at the Banquet Hall, Nigeria Airforce Conference Centre, Kado, Abuja.
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Federal government and the Abuja airport

T
he announcement by 
the Minister of State for 
Aviation, Mr. Hadi Sirika, 
that the Nnamdi Azikiwe 
International Airport 

(NAIA) in Abuja would be closed for 
six weeks to carry out major repairs 
on the damaged runway generated 
widespread controversy across 
the country. In-fact, the National 
Assembly and other interested 
stakeholders tried unsuccessfully 
to stop the closure. Considering the 
economic and logistics implications 
of the proposed closure, the stance of 
those who were opposed to it is quite 
understandable.

While the closure lasted, Abuja 
bound passengers from any part 
of the world used the Kaduna 
International Airport as alternative. 
According to Sirika, the federal 
government decided on the painful 
but logical option of closing down 
the Airport having realized that 
palliative approach would be 
counterproductive because it 
might not endure. Diversion of 
air traffic activities from the Abuja 
Airport to Kaduna was, no doubt, 
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a very strenuous and nerve-racking 
experience for air travelers. Though 
the federal government tried as 
much as it could to provide necessary 
logistics support to lessen the pains 
of passengers, the situation was 
undoubtedly quite demanding.     

  It was, therefore, a big relief for 
all when the federal government 
recently announced the re-opening 
of the Abuja Airport 24 hours ahead of 
deadline. This development, indeed, 
came as a surprise to many Nigerians 
as it contradicts the usual official 
style of dealing with such critical 
national issues. A lot of people were 
skeptical when the federal government 
insisted that the rehabilitation of the 
runway would be done on record 
time. This is because in our clime, it 
is uncharacteristic of government to 
make and fulfill such promises.  

N o  w o n d e r  a n  e l a t e d 
President  Muhammadu Buhari 
lavishly commended the efforts of the 
Ministries of Transport, Power, Works 
and Housing, Kaduna State government, 
Julius Berger Plc, and others who made 
the feat possible. In a statement by 
presidential spokesperson, Mr. Femi 
Adesina, President Buhari said he 
“looked forward to such display of inter-
agency cooperation and efficiency 
in the operation of the entire Federal 
Government machinery.”

Hungarian Ambassador to Nigeria, 
Prof Gabor Ternak, who was at the 
airport at the re-opening, disclosed that 
the model set by the federal government 

was novel and should be emulated by 
other countries. He said: “This is really 
a change government and it speaks 
volumes of Nigeria to other countries 
of the world.”

According to reports,  the runway 
was rebuilt with latest technology 
known as the Glass Fibre Grid to 
provide better strength and prevent it 
from cracking. This is the first time that 
a Nigerian runway is being treated with 
such material. With this development, 
the airport will now be more compliant 
with the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation standard and best 
practice.

However, experts have disclosed 
that the new and improved Nnamdi 
Azikiwe International Airport, Abuja, 
has, however, come at a great cost. 
The nation may have expended over 
N10b in project cost and revenue 
losses. Most prominent losers of the 
temporary closure are the Federal 
Airport Authority of Nigeria (FAAN), 
hotels, business proprietors around the 
airport and informal sector operatives 
such as taxi drivers, killichi sellers (a 
popular Abuja dried meat delicacy), 
recharge cards sellers, newspaper 
vendors, water vendors among others.

The rehabilitation may have cost 
the federal government a total of N7b. 
This includes N5.8b that was budgeted 
for the rehabilitation of the runway 
as well as N1.134b spent on logistics 
for the diversion of traffic to Kaduna. 
Other loses include drop in revenue 
on account of foreign carriers that 
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suspended Abuja operations and 
aviation auxiliary services that had 
experienced a slump in business during 
the closure.

Ironically, while others are counting 
their losses, officials of the Kaduna 
International Airport are counting their 
gains from the diversion of Abuja bound 
flights to Kaduna. It has been officially 
affirmed that over 3,533 flights and 
170,150 passengers were recorded at 
the Kaduna airport within the period. 
This, of course, means huge business 
for the airport and business interests 
within its environs.

Meanwhile, in as much as it is 
reasonable for government officials to 
rejoice over the successful completion of 
the Abuja Airport runway rehabilitation, 
it is, nevertheless, important for us 
to learn vital lessons from the whole 
episode. For one, it is unacceptable 
that the airport had only one runway. 
As bad as this is, that we continue to 
same without proper maintenance 
is rather disgusting. This is the same 
reason why major national assets and 
infrastructure across the country have 
for long remained in disgraceful and 
frightening condition.

There is, therefore, an urgent need 
for government across all tiers to imbibe 
the culture of systematic maintenance 
and management of public assets and 
infrastructure. Such maintenance 
culture ought to become a routine and 
not a national emergency. This is the 
way it is done in civilized climes and 
ours must not be an exception.
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It has been said that statistics are 
people with the tears washed 
away. This is a message that 

attendees of the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund 
spring meetings in Washington, DC, 
should bear in mind as they assess 
progress on global development.

Despite the impressive gains 
many countries have made, hundreds 
of millions of people are still being left 
behind. To highlight this problem, 
the United Nations Development 
Program has made social and 
economic inclusion a major theme 
of its 2016 Human Development 
Report, “Human Development for 
Everyone.” The report offers an in-
depth looks at how countries, with 
support from their partners, can 
improve development results for all 
of their citizens, especially the hardest 
to reach. 

Since the UNDP issued its 
first report in 1990, we have seen 

T
he average Nigerian 
dude (not necessarily 
the f*ck boy) wants to 
ball. You can’t really 
judge them either, 

because…you only live once. 
YOLO! Monday to Thursday: you 
stay on the hustle, money must 
be made. Fridays nights: back to 
back clubbing with the babes. 
Saturdays: wedding and after 
party then lounge/drinking time 
with your bros. Sundays: big boy 
brunch at Oriental and football 
time at the bar later in the day.

The lifestyle is the dream; 
however, except you have your 
own business or solid inheritance 
somewhere, this lifestyle cannot 
be sustainable -especially, if you 
are still a bachelor. Even when 
they follow the best financial 
advice available (they work hard, 
spend less than they earn, save 
and invest) quite a percentage of 
single men still find they have to 
live pay cheque to pay cheque – 
with no savings.

Of course, this does not in any 
way imply that all the unattached 
men in Nigeria are flunking their 
finances or are in a hopeless 

Development beyond the numbers
Visionary Voices!

Save that money! Six practical tips for the single man

We cherish readers’ reactions to stories and articles published in BusinessDay. All such reactions, which must not be more than  250 words, 
should be sent to bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com with names and addresses of writers.  The star letter every week will be rewarded.  

significant improvements made in 
billions of people’s lives worldwide. 
Back then, around 35% of humanity 
lived in extreme poverty. Today, 
that figure stands at less than 11%. 
Likewise, the proportion of children 
dying before their fifth birthday 
has been halved, partly because 
an additional two billion people 
now benefit from better sanitation 
and wider access to clean drinking 
water.

We should take pride in these 
achievements; but we must not rest 
on our laurels. A sizeable number 
of people are still missing out on 
these gains. Worse, they are now in 
danger of being forgotten – literally 
so. Sometimes, they are not recorded 
in official statistics at all. And, even 
when they are, national averages can 
paint a distorted picture: an increase 
in average income, for example, 
might conceal the deepening poverty 
of some, as it is offset by large gains 
for a wealthy few.

One of the most profound 
demographic shifts in recent years 
has been the massive expansion of 
a middle class in the global south. 
The convergence of global incomes 

position when it comes to money. 
Some men just face specific 
challenges, when it comes to 
managing their cash.

The state of the country’s 
economy plays a huge role in this 
dreary financial picture; as such, 
opting for just the basics when 
it comes to making financial 
changes may not be ideal.

Single dudes should consider 
taking on some of these hands-on 
money rules:

Rent must not exceed half of 
your monthly earnings

Yes, you want to live alone, 
have your own place and be 
independent, but you should not 
spend a fortune or run into debt 
renting an apartment. Ensure 
your monthly rent is not more 
than half of your total earnings per 
month. For instance, if you earn 
N100,000 per month ensure you 
do not rent a place that costs more 
than N25,000 per month. This 
means that you would be looking 
out for a space that would possibly 
cost you N300,000 per year.

It’s easy to get sold on the 
dream of emancipation from 
parents and total independence, 
but if it’s going to jack up your 
bills, it’s probably not a wise 
financial move. If you must rent a 
space, consider getting flatmates 
and move up from there.

Opt for hobbies that don’t 
require an upkeep cost

As a dude, you have a number 
of hobbies and activities you 
engage in, to keep life eventful and 

their lifetime. As opportunities 
to break the cycle are missed, 
these disadvantages are passed 
on to subsequent generations, 
reinforcing their impact.

Still, while today’s development 
challenges are numerous and 
complex, they also share common 
characterist ics.  Many of  the 
disadvantaged belong to specific 
demographic groups that tend 
to fare worse than others in all 
countries, not least because they 
face similar economic, legal, 
political, and cultural barriers.

For example, indigenous peoples 
constitute  just 5% of the global 
population, but account for 15% of 
the world’s poor. And, to participate 
in work and community life, people 
with disabilities must overcome 
obstacles that the rest of us often do 
not even notice. Last but not least, 
women and girls almost everywhere 
continue to be underrepresented 
in leadership and decision-making 
circles, and they often work more 
hours for less money than their 
male counterparts.

Although development policies 
will continue to focus on tangible 

of the daily take-out is what, over 
time, separates the rich dude from 
everyone another dude the wrong 
side of the thin money line.

A c q u i r e  c a r s  b a s e d  o n 
reliability and fuel efficiency…
otherwise, use public transport

There is the assumption that 
owning a car makes a dude more 
appealing. Before using your life’s 
savings to buy a car, you must at 
least consider two factors.

Ask yourself: how reliable is 
the car? How fuel-efficient is it? 
Answering these questions lets 
you know if you would be actually 
making an investment by buying 
the car, or acquiring a liability.

This is because fuel bills and 
repair bills are serious money 
drainers when you own a car. Do 
not just jump and buy any car 
just because it is cheap and it still 
moves. If you cannot say for sure 
that it is reliable and fuel-efficient, 
get on with public transport. And 
by public transport, I don’t mean 
Uber and Taxify.

There is absolutely nothing 
wrong with commuting to work in 
a bus or keke napep. It is actually 
a better option as it is incredibly 
faster in rush-hour traffic. It’s also 
cheaper when you consider the 
fuel, oil and other maintenance 
costs of running the car. You save 
more and you upgrade yourself 
financially.

When shopping, use the 30-
day rule

Believe it or not, shopping 
is not a “girl” thing. Guys love 

outcomes – such as more hospitals, 
more children in school, and better 
sanitation – human development 
must not be reduced only to that 
which is quantifiable. It is time 
to pay more attention to the less 
palpable features of progress, 
which, while difficult to measure, 
are not hard to take a measure of.

All people deserve to have a voice 
in the decisions that affect their 
lives; but the most marginalized in 
society are too often denied a say of 
any kind. Ensuring that those most 
in need are not forgotten – and that 
they have the freedom to make their 
own choices – is just as important as 
delivering concrete development 
outcomes.

History has shown us that 
many of today’s challenges can be 
overcome in the years ahead. The 
world has the resources and the 
knowhow to improve the lives of all 
people. We just need to empower 
people to use their own knowledge 
to shape their futures. If we do that, 
more inclusive development will be 
within our reach.

(c): Project Syndicate

to shop too. When shopping – 
online or in-store, it is important 
that you adhere to the 30-day 
rule. The rule simply implies that 
you wait 30 days after your first 
serious impulse before buying 
the expensive item, no matter 
how essential you think it is. 
Waiting 30-days give you enough 
time to do research and ascertain 
the impact it could have on you 
financially, and whether you even 
really want it or not. Sometimes we 
are deluded by brief fascination 
and end up spend a lot of money 
on something that we will never 
use and may not improve our lives 
in any way.

The 30-day rule gives you the 
time to come back to reality and 
make the sane decision.

Don’t borrow money to invest
Every financial guru will tell 

you to invest your money in 
something, if you want to be 
financially stable in future.

While this is great advice, you 
must also ensure that you do not 
use borrowed money (money 
that is not originally yours) to 
invest…no matter how lucrative the 
investment seems or how much of 
an asset you assume it will be.

I n  t h e  c a s e  w h e r e  t h e 
investment you want to make is 
either a fixed deposit or bond, 
you will eventually find that the 
dividends may not able to match 
the rate of interest you pay on the 
loan. Again, even investments, 
such as equities, that offer higher 
returns, can be too risky.
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has blurred the line between “rich” 
and “poor” countries. But, at the 
same time, inequality within many 
countries has increased. As a result, 
poverty – in all forms – is a growing 
problem in many countries, even 
as the number of people living in 
poverty worldwide has declined.

Confronting this challenge will 
require us to rethink fundamentally 
what development should look like, 
which is why the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals, unlike the 
previous Millennium Development 
Goals, apply to all countries – not 
just the poorer ones.

After decades of making steady 
development gains, what can we do 
differently to help the planet’s most 
disadvantaged people? As the latest 
Human Development Report makes 
clear, there is no simple answer. One 
reason is that those who are being 
left behind often face disadvantages 
on several fronts. They are not 
just short of money; often, they 
are also sick, uneducated, and 
disenfranchised.

The problems that affect the 
world’s most disadvantaged people 
begin at birth, and worsen during 

interesting. It could be fitness or 
just games for leisure. The thing 
is, a number of these hobbies 
require ongoing upkeep costs; 
from club membership dues, to 
cost of supplies, uniforms, and 
even trips/get-togethers.

While it is definitely alright to 
have hobbies, just make sure you 
go for one that requires minimal 
maintenance, or even none at all. 
For instance, no matter how much 
you love golf, you may want to put 
that off for later, when you are 
more finically stable. Not only do 
you have to register to use the golf 
course, you have to get the outfits 
and the need for fresh supplies is 
almost endless. You may want to 
consider alternatives like playing 
music, on an instrument you 
already have, or even football with 
friends or colleagues.

Cut down on eating out
Yes, you want to join in on 

the  Sunday  br unches w ith 
colleagues; you want to prove to 
your girlfriend, who loves fancy 
food, that you are enough for 
her; you also want to order from 
‘The Place’ like your colleagues, 
instead of brining something 
homemade or buying from the 
lady across the road and being the 
“stingy” or “low-class” one. But if 
you are concerned with upgrading 
your financial status, you will 
have to skip these splurges. They 
seem small, but actually, they 
accumulate and take a toll on your 
finances. You will be surprised to 
find out that sometimes, the cost 
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W
h e n  O n u -
ora Nzekwu 
t u r n e d  8 2 
in February 

2010 and in June of that 
year marked the 50th an-
niversary of his marriage 
to his one and only wife, 
Osoenyi Just ina Ogben-
yeanu, daughter of Isaac 
Aniegboka Mbanefo, Odu 
II of Onitsha, I was Se-
nior Arts Reporter for The 
S tatesma n Ne wsp ap e r 
published by the Imo State 
government-ow ned Imo 
Newspapers Limited. I fol-
lowed the events marking 
the anniversary, though 
from a distance.

The anniversar y was 
marked with The Complete 
Creative Works of Onuora 
Nzekw u, preparatory to 
the 50th anniversary of 
his penmanship that was 
planned for 2011 when, it 
was hoped, he would roll 
out the drums in a big liter-
ary celebration. By the end 
of 2010, I had left Owerri 
– and Arts reporting – and 
could no longer follow up.

Nz ek w u deb uted as 
a novel ist  in 1961 w ith 
Wa nd of Nobl e Wo od, 
followed by Blade among 

Onuorah Nzekwu: The writer lives on
the Boys in 1962, Eze Goes 
to Scho ol in 1964,  and 
Highl ife for Lizards in 
1965.  It  was,  h oweve r, 
with Eze Goes to School, 
his novella for children, 
and its sequel, Eze Goes 
to College (1988),  b oth 
of which he co-authored 
with histor ian Michael 
Crowder, that he achieved 
literary fame.

I was fortunate to have 
read Eze Goes to School in 
my first year in secondary 
school, just like my mates 
across West Africa at the 
time. The more fortunate 
thing for me and most of 
my classmates was that in 
my school then, books like 
Eze Goes to School, James 
Ene Henshaw’s This is Our 
Chance, Chuk w uemeka 
Ike’s The Bottled Leopard, 
Anezi Okoro’s One Week, 
One Trouble, among oth-
ers were not read as part 
of the English Language 
class but as a Literature 
text because we had the 
two subjects clearly sepa-
rated, with two different 
teachers handling each, 
and so ample t ime was 
dedicated to reading and 
analysis of the texts. And 
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Eze Goes to School, much 
like all the other texts, did 
leave a lasting impression 
on our young minds.

Eze Goes to School tells 
the story of Eze Adi, a boy 
wh ose  fath e r,  Okonk -
wo Adi, dies leaving an 
instr uct ion that his son 
should continue his edu-
cation. Okonkwo dies af-
ter a fight with a leopard 
on his way to the farm 
with five other men, at a 
t ime a ravaging leopard 
terrorised their tow n of 
Ohia. Although he kills 
the leopard with a dag-
ge r, Okonk wo do es not 
survive the severe harm 
infl icted on him by the 
beast. He dies t wo days 
later.

Ignoring Eze’s mother’s 
p ro tes t  that  Okonk wo 
Adi’s we alth should b e 
kept to fund Eze’s educa-
tion, his relations use up 
his wealth to give him “a 
b ef it t ing f une ral”.  Ez e 
and his mother go through 
tough t imes in order to 
ensure that he stays in 
s ch o o l .  I n  t h e  fa c e  o f 
mount ing odds against 
the at tainment of that 
goal, Eze’s te ache r, Mr. 

Okafor, takes over the re-
sponsibility of seeing Eze 
through school, though 
not for long. But just as he 
is about giving up, Wilber-
force Ezeilo, a World War 
II veteran, returns to Ohia 
and through his interven-
t ion, a scholarship fund 
is establ ished that se es 
Eze continuing his educa-
t ion, event ually passing 
Standard VI at Obodo and 
gaining admission into a 
big college at Onitsha.

I n a 2012 inte r v ie w 
with PMNews, Nzek w u 
said he wrote Eze Goes to 
School to tell and African 
story to African children.

“The re ason for Ez e 
Go es to School was be-
cause a few b o oks had 
been written for Nigeri-
ans by Nigerian writers. 
But the re was nothing 
about Nigerian children 
or for them to read. All the 
books that we had, when 
I was in school and when 
I came out, were books 
about European children,” 
he said.

“So I thought I should 
wr ite some thing ab out 
our own children and how 
they live. And I wrote it 
based on our surroundings 
so that the child who is 
reading it will understand 
and appreciate that this is 
something that is familiar.”

I daresay he was very 
successful in that mission, 
given that Ez e Go es to 
School became a house-
hold name b oth among 
the generations that read 
it and those that didn’t. 
Many an Afr ican child 
who went to garner the 
rudiments of western edu-

cation early in the day had 
a similar story and could 
easily ident ify with Eze 
and his travails.

B u t  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e 
afore-ment ioned,  Nz e-
k w u authored The Chi-
ma Dynast y in Onitsha 
(1997); Faith of Our Fa-
thers (2002), a compendi-
um of the arts, beliefs, so-
cial institutions and code 
of values that characterise 
the Onitsha t radit ional 
community; and Troubled 
Dust, a fict ionalized ac-
count of the Nigerian Civil 
War, which made the long 
list of the Nigeria Prize 
for  Lite rat ure whe n it 
was p ublished in 2012, 
42 years after the war. He 
also wrote and produced 
plays, such as “Okume-
f una” and “Onye mebie 
ani”, as well as some works 
in culture documentation, 
and another book on the 
genealog y of the Onitsha 
people.

Born in 1928 in Kafan-
chan in the present-day 
Kaduna State,  Nige r ia, 
J o s e p h  O n u o r a  N z e -
k w u, te ache r, novel ist, 
jour nal ist,  and cult ure 
do cume ntar is t ,  taught 
in schools in Ot ukpo in 
Benue State, Onitsha, and 
Lagos City College, Lagos 
before moving into print 
journalism with the then 
Nigerian Magazine where 
he  rose  t o  the  ra nk of 
editor.  At the outbre ak 
of civil crisis in 1967, he 
transferred his services 
t o  the Eas te r n Nige r ia 
Publ ic  Se r v ic e  b ut  re-
t u r n e d  t o  t h e  Fe d e ra l 
Civil Ser vice at the end 
of the war in 1970. He 

One of the frequently 
asked questions by 
mortgage loan seek-

ers in Nigeria is what dif-
ferences and similarities 
exist between the Federal 
Mortgage Bank of Nigeria 
(FMBN) and the Nigerian 
Mortgage Refinance Com-
pany (NMRC) as secondary 
mortgage institutions and 
housing loan providers.

By the first quarter of 
2014, the NMRC opened for 
business to provide second-
ary mortgage market ser-
vices for primary mortgage 
lenders for on-lending to 
teeming Nigerian housing 
loan applicants. Essentially, 
NMRC came on stream 
as an intervention on a 
liquidity-squeezed mort-
gage system.

To open for business, the 
company was registered; 
the Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) granted it approval, 
the board was set up, and 
World Bank provided a 
40-year loan of $300 mil-
lion, among other condi-
tions. It is a strictly private 
sector-led company that is 
run more like a commercial 
bank. 

The FMBN has a dif-

lending and title perfec-
tion through advocacy of a 
draft Model Mortgage and 
Foreclosure Law. It also 
accelerates the creation of 
new mortgage products, 
promotes affordable home 
ownership for Nigerians 
and grows the contribution 
of mortgage sector to GDP 
in Nigeria.

In July 2015, the com-
pany successfully issued a 
15-year N8 billion Series 1 
Bond - the first mortgage 
refinance facility in Africa 
to achieve this feat. This 
was done under its N140 
billion medium term Note 
Programme, backed by an 
unconditional federal gov-
ernment guarantee which 
it has deployed to the re-
financing of the mortgage 
portfolio of its member 
banks.

ferent charter. It gets its 
funds from contributions 
by workers in the formal 
sector. It is a federal govern-
ment agency that provides 
mortgage loans to home 
loan applicants through 
the National Housing Fund 
(NHF) which it supervises.

Experts say there are no 
reasons for people to raise 
concerns over the exis-
tence of NMRC side by side 
with FMBN, because each 
is no threat to the other. 
The major difference be-
tween them is that whereas 
government appoints the 
FMBN board and largely 
guides its operations, the 
NMRC app oint its own 
CEO and members of the 
board from its subscribers. 
It is ‘free’ from government 
interference.

The two c ompanies, 
even in their similarities as 
secondary mortgage mar-
kets, also differ significantly 
in their ownership and or-
ganisational structure and, 
according to Femi Johnson, 
a mortgage operator, they 
exist and operate side by 
side as is done in other 
climes such as Mexico and 
USA.

“In USA, Mexico and 
other places, there are simi-
lar institutions that run 
parallel like what we see 
with FMBN and NMRC.   In 
those places, some of these 
institutions are funded by 
the private sector, some by 
the government, and oth-
ers from workers salary”, 
Johnson informed.

In terms of operational 
model, the difference be-
tween the two institutions 
is fundamental in that for a 
primary mortgage lender to 
get money from the FMBN 
for on-lending to a cus-
tomer, he must know who 
his customer is.

He will appraise the 
customer based on the pa-
rameter the FMBN has set 
and if the customer meets 
the criteria, the lender has 
to check the property for 
which the loan is to be giv-
en, evaluate it and, based on 
that, package an application 
on behalf of the customer to 
FMBN and, on the basis of 
this, FMBN will release the 
money that the lender will 
give out to the customer.

The problem here is that 
even though the lender 
has done his due diligence 

and every other thing, the 
FMBN will still do it again, 
a second time, and if it 
is okay with that, it will 
disburse to the lender and 
where it is not okay with 
the application, it will not 
disburs e and, until  the 
lender gets the money, he 
will not disburse to the 
customer.

This is a long process 
that will be there for as 
long as two years which 
is why a lot of people run 
away from NHF contribu-
tion because they find it 
difficult to get the loan 
when they need it.

NMRC is a different ball 
game. The procedures are 
short and sharp, giving the 
customer both ease and 
convenience of transacting 
business. Here, the money 
the lender gives out to 
the customer is his and so 
giving it out is his normal 
course of business.

After lending, he goes 
back to NMRC to refinance 
it for the company to reim-
burse him so that he can 
lend to other customers. In 
this case, he doesn’t have 
to wait for anybody before 
lending. It his money and 

so he can lend easily and 
directly to whoever applies.

Gradually, the refinance 
c ompany is  taking the 
shine off FMBN  and this 
is understandable given is 
core function of leveraging 
funding for mortgage refi-
nancing and, by so doing, 
provides liquidity for the 
mortgage market to refi-
nance the mortgage port-
folio of its member banks, 
and improves affordability 
by reducing mortgage rates, 
extending mortgage terms, 
and lowering deposits.

The company enhances 
standardisation of mort-
gage origination and ad-
ministration pro c ess es 
within the market through 
the Uniform Underwriting 
Standards (UUS), drives 
reforms to the enabling 
environment for mortgage 

wa s  l a t e r  a s ke d  t o  s e t 
up the News Agenc y of 
Nigeria (NAN), which he 
did in 1976, serving as its 
pioneer general manager 
unt il  1985, the ye ar he 
ret ired after serving his 
c o u n t r y ’ s  g o ve r n m e n t 
for 39 years.

Nzekw u received sev-
eral honours and awards 
in his l ife t ime. In 1991, 
he was inducted into the 
ancient and prest igious 
A g b a l a n z e  S o c i e t y  o f 
O n i t s h a .  A t  t h e  3 0 t h 
anniversar y of NAN in 
2006,  he was awarded 
“A  M A K E R  O F  NA N ”, 
and in 2009, the Federal 
Gove r nment of Nige r ia 
g ave  h i m  t h e  n a t i o n a l 
honour of Order of the 
Niger (OON).

I n  h i s  c o n d o l e n c e 
mess a ge pos ted on his 
Twit ter handle, @MBu-
h a r i ,  P r e s i d e n t  M u -
h a mma du B uh a r i  s a i d 
the de c e ased’s  l i te rar y 
works had cont r i buted 
immensely in upl if t ing 
the qualit y of educat ion 
across the country, not-
ing part icularly that the 
Eze Go es to School had 
been an impor tant par t 
of the lives of countless 
sch o ol  chi ldre n ac ross 
Nigeria and beyond.

Denja Abdullahi, na-
t ional chairman, Associ-
at ion of Nigeria Authors 
( A N A ) ,  d e s c r i b e d  E z e 
Go es to Scho ol as “one 
of the g reat things that 
happened to educat ion”.

Though Nzekwu has tran-
sitioned to eternal glory, at a 
ripe age of 89, he continues to 
live in the works he left behind. 
A writer never truly dies.

FMBN and NMRC: Different yet similar Talking Mortgage
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N
igeria’s sluggish response to 
strategic and security mat-
ters in the past has seriously 
contributed to loss of lives 
and territories. It makes one 

wonder and doubt the competence of the 
leaders and heads of security organisa-
tions including the paramilitary. Their 
competence today is still below par.

 From those tasked with advice, formu-
lation of policies, organisation of security 
and using it as an instrument to protect 
the citizens of the state, a lot is still desired. 
Destruction of properties and loss of lives 
resulting from actions of religious funda-
mentalists first reared its head in Kano 
in 1980. The Maitatsine sect activities 
could not be nipped in the bud. It later en-
gulfed the whole city and caught people 
unawares. The city later turned to a war 
zone, beyond the capabilities of the police. 
The soldiers of 3rd Brigade had to engage 
the religious combatants and the war 
lasted for over one week. In Bulunkutu, 
a suburb of Maiduguri, the same situation 
recurred in 1982. It took men of 21st Ar-
mored Brigade over two weeks to subdue 
the religious fanatics. Shortly after, the re-
ligious fanatics held Yola indigenes in the 
then Gongola State by the jugular. Again, 
soldiers of 15 Mechanised brigade had to 
come to the rescue. In each state, there is a 
security council, comprising members of 
the armed forces, the police and the DSS 
as advisers to the governor. If their intel-
ligence cells had been proactive, these 
catastrophes could have been avoided. 
In December 12, 2015, there was a clash 
in Zaria between an Islamic sect and the 
Nigerian Army- The Shiites, led by El 
Zakzaky in which many lives were lost. 
These sect members have been known to 
be a law onto themselves and are tolerat-
ed. They carried it too far by denying the 
Chief of Army Staff convoy road access. 
The Boko Haram terrorist activities, for 
example, was handled with lukewarm-
ness and trepidation from inception. It 
later grew into a hydra-headed monster 
and a nightmare. Loss of lives and crip-
pling of the economy in the region could 
have been avoided if prompt action had 
been taken. Today, though seemingly, 
Boko haram terrorists are being subdued, 
another calamity is brewing in the activi-
ties of the herdsmen. Like in the past, the 
Federal Government and most of the state 
governments are yet to come up with a 
reasonable solution, despite the fact that 
it has become a nationwide daily occur-
rence. Even the National Assembly on 
whom much is expended is yet to give 
the matter a serious attention it deserves.

On the international scene, the sad loss 
of Bakassi in the South South tip of Nige-
ria was due to lackadaisical manner and 
reaction of the nation to strategic issues. 
With all the egg heads in the Defence, 
judiciary and the diplomatic organisations 
of the nation, Cameroon wittingly and 
cunningly outsmarted the nation to slice 
off this part of the land through the ver-
dict of the World Court of October 2012.  

Historically, Bakassi was part of Ni-
geria. The conduct of the nation’s nego-
tiators with Cameroon on the border 
dispute put the nation at disadvantage. 
The development between 1971 and 1975 
killed Nigeria’s historical claim to Bakassi 
Peninsula. In 1980, Cameroonian Gendar-

meries killed a commissioned officer and 
four soldiers on Ikang River. This would 
have been a golden opportunity to settle 
the dispute. If Nigeria had responded 
spontaneously, the Cameroonian forces 
could have been pursued to the gates of 
Yaounde. With negotiations, land-less 
Bakassi would not have been yielded to 
Cameroon. But the nation under Presi-
dent Shehu Shagari was undecided and 
procrastinated. Months after, Cameroon 
issued a tepid apology to Nigeria. Nigeria 
accepted. There were negotiations and 
armed skirmishes between the two na-
tions thereafter. In 1994, Cameroonian 
government unilaterally took the border 
dispute with Nigeria to the International 
Court of Justice at Hague for adjudication. 
The Chief Judge at this time was a French 
citizen. Nigeria had an option of refusing 
the Hague adjudication. But Nigerians 
saw it as an opportunity for junketing and 
lining the pockets of some individuals.  
The court gave its verdict on October 10, 
2002. The court legitimised and promoted 
the interests of colonial powers at the 
expense of Nigeria. Had Nigeria taken 
appropriate action, such an unfavourable 
judgment could not have been foisted on 
the nation.

After The Hague judgment of Octo-
ber 2002, Nella Andem-Ewa, the then 
attorney-general of Cross River State, 
argued that “The Bakassi case should be 
a wake-up call on the need for Nigeria to 
review its foreign policies, continental 
and trans-continental alliances, redefine 
its national interests and ascertain its 
position and influence within the comity 
of nations.” 

Let also look at attacks on Nigerians 
in other African countries which have 
been on for years and on the rise. Nige-
rian nationals in Cameroon have become 
used to the attacks and molestation from 
the Gendarmeries. Nigerians are major 
victims of Xenophobic attacks in South 
Africa. It is becoming an incessant oc-
currence in even smaller towns of South 
Africa. Nigerian citizens, with resident 
permit are being hounded and murdered.

Africans, including Nigerian students 

are being singled out and subjected to 
racist attacks in India. Recently, five Ni-
gerian students were arrested when an 
Indian national in the neighborhood that 
have many Nigerians disappeared. They 
were accused of cannibalism, believed 
to have butchered and consumed the 
boy. They were brutalised; their homes 
vandalised and charged to court. Some 
hours later, the missing boy walked home. 
He died later from overdose of drugs. The 
Nigerians charged to court are yet to be 
released. A similar incident occurred in 
2013. The Indian government offered 
apology and promised to compensate the 
victims involved. It is unknown if that has 
been fulfilled

For how long will the Federal Gov-
ernment of Nigeria allow its nationals 
to be subjected to unnecessary molesta-
tion, brutalisation and murder by other 
countries, even when their nationals 
enjoy good hospitality in Nigeria? Those 
affected in those countries do not even 
get sympathy from Nigerian diplomats in 
the countries they are domiciled. Over the 
years, the Federal Government’s docility 
or belated and unenthused action is inad-
equate to caution the erring countries that 
their apathetic actions are unacceptable. 
The Federal Government may have to go 
beyond rhetoric.

Back home, armed robbery is almost 
becoming an acceptable norm, while kid-
napping is becoming the fastest growing 
industry. The activities of the herdsmen 
have become inimical to the well being 
of the populace. Members of the security 
organisations in the country are yet to 
justify their wages. The state remains the 
only organisation that can provide the two 
services that allow a society to grow - se-
curity and welfare. No other organisation 
can provide these services simultaneously. 
Possession of a standing military force, in 
the form of armed and specialised services 
is central to the concept of the modern 
state system. As a corollary, one of the 
indicators of a failing state is its inability 
to monopolise or exercise the use of force 
for the achievement of national security.

Armed robbers are improving in skills 

and handling of weapons. Those going 
after them should be equipped with ar-
moured SUVs, open Toyota Hilux and oth-
er soft pick up vans are no more adequate 
to combat criminals and their approach no 
longer deters them during pursuit. Rather, 
security men are exposed to danger when 
under ambush attack.

With technology and conscientious-
ness of the security forces tasked with 
anti-kidnapping, this illicit trade should 
have been stamped out or rendered un-
profitable. There are equipments that will 
locate callers within seconds and could 
lead to the location of the mobile phone 
even if switched off. In 1993, the Colum-
bian drug trafficker and Narco-Terrorist, 
Pablo Escobar, while on the run made a call 
from his cell phone; the coordinates of his 
location were established in seconds. That 
was 24 years ago.

The militants have realized that being 
used to operations in the riverine areas, 
they can be invincible and operate without 
much hindrance in Lagos. The members 
of security council, comprising seasoned 
members of the armed forces and Com-
missioners of Police with about 30 years 
on the job should be proactive and come up 
with tactical plans that will permanently 
keep the hoodlums out. They will become 
bolder and more daring each time they 
succeed. This will also encourage others 
to join the trade. There is no terrain that 
is inaccessible. The whole area has to be 
dominated by aggressive patrols at all 
times. This brings us to the issue of State 
Police. The implementation of State Police 
should be addressed. The opponents of 
this very useful arrangement will always 
argue that the state governors will abuse it 
as if Federal Government doesn’t abuse the 
use of the Federal Police but they will still 
carry out their duties of safeguarding lives 
and property to the best of their ability. 
One can imagine the chaos if the Federal 
Police is scrapped because the powers that 
be misuse it. 

Civilisation often brings clash between 
modernisation and tradition. For years, 
pastoral migration has been a way of life 
for cattle Fulani herdsmen. With growth 
in population, increase in farming ac-
tivities, increase in cattle trade, change 
becomes inevitable. Modern pastoral 
farming is carried out in ranches. It’s more 
economical, less physically demanding, 
reduces exposure to health hazards and 
eliminate clashes which most times result 
in loss of lives between the herdsmen and 
farm owners. Cattle rearing should be 
confined to ranches. Movement of cattle 
and other animals from one location to the 
other should be by train or trailers. In most 
cases, the herdsmen and farmers do not 
understand each other and their objectives 
are at variance. Safeguarding their means 
of livelihood is of paramount importance 
to them and they may employ any means 
which often result to calamities.

The best strategy is employment of de-
fence, economy and diplomacy to achieve 
policy objectives of a nation state. Nigeria 
played a major role in the liberation of 
Zimbabwe and South Africa, amongst 
others in the 70s, 80s and up till 1994 
when majority rule became the order of 
the day in South Africa. Nigeria should 
and must put a stop to the oppression and 
murder of her citizens living abroad. 

Ayo-Vaughan, a retired Army briga-
dier-general, wrote in from Lagos

Human & material costs of 
Nigeria’s security inertia

Obasanjo and president Buhari



Adeleke: When peace went on holiday in Osun

O
n November 22, 
2015, Abubakar 
Audu, a former 
governor of Kogi 
S t a t e ,  d i e d  o f 

heart attack with a fresh vic-
tory in sight and peace went 
on holiday in the Confluence 
state. Audu had suddenly died 
when announcement of the 
election results was about to 
commence. His fatal exit left 
his party, the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC), the In-
dependent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) and the 
judiciary in a quandary.

Although some form of so-
lution was found around the 
crisis, the scars are still visible.     

The sudden death last Sun-
day of Isiaka Adeleke, a serv-
ing from Osun State and a 
pioneer governor of the state, 
plunged the state into a huge 
confusion. The senator, who 
was said to have suffered a 
heart attack after attending 
a party meeting the previous 
day, was getting ready to con-
test the gubernatorial election 
in the state next year.  

Adeleke, who during the 
Nigerian third republic ran for 
governor of the then newly 
created Osun State which was 
carved out from the present 
Oyo State and won, was seen 
at public functions on Satur-
day 23, 2016, but died the fol-
lowing day, to the consterna-
tion of several Nigerians, par-
ticularly his family members, 
political supporters and army 
of hangers-on. To demonstrate 
their deep-seated anger and 
frustration at the bizarre de-
velopment, the supporters 
barricaded roads leading to 
his residence and set bonfires.

The following day, Mon-
day, while his burial rites 
were going on, as a Muslim, 
some state government of-
ficials in attendance came 
under severe physical attack 
except. Ibikunle Amosun, 
Ogun State governor and his 
security details faced the fire 
in their effort to mediate. Idia 
Babalola, a female politician 
and former special adviser to 
Governor Rauf Aregbesola, 
was particularly not lucky as 
she was beaten by the angry 
sympathisers, despite Amo-
sun’s intervention.

According to a statement 
by Adejuwon Soyinka, media 
aide to Governor Amosun, the 
irate sympathisers demanded 
that Babalola, who also is a 
commissioner-nominee, be 
made to leave the premises, 
when she came in for the Is-
lamic prayers ahead of the 
internment.

8-city Back To Basics 2017 
Tour following the death of the 
senator, who was his uncle.

He had earlier announced 
via social media that he was go-
ing to be embarking on a nation-
al tour that was to cover eight 
cities, namely Lagos, Ibadan, 
Osogbo, Benin, Abuja, Enugu, 
Port Harcourt and Ilorin.

“Osun will never be the 
same again. Cancelling Osun 
from my tour, I can’t do it,” he 
wrote on Snapchat, another 
social media platform, while 
lambasting those he called 
‘family traitors’ for the death 
of his uncle and also added 
that Nigerians should wait as 
the truth comes out.

He alleged that his uncle 
was killed because of the up-
coming election and promised 
to keep tabs as the election 
approaches.

Tunji Adeleke, believed to 
be the son of the deceased 
senator, also took to Snapchat 
to disclose that his father 
was killed because he was 
definitely going to be the next 
governor of Osun State if he 
was alive.

“My nigga was the guber-
natorial candidate and he was 
definitely going to be the next 
governor of Osun State! God 
knows!! He was killed some 
way that only God and the 
people involved know! But 
God is on the throne. My dad 
wasn’t sick. People just want-
ed his position, the power, 

Idia Babalola(Ms), being rescued from the angry mobs by governor Ibunkunle Amosun of Ogun State and other digniteries at Adeleke’s funeral.
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When pleas from digni-
taries at the event including 
Rotimi Akeredolu, Ondo State 
governor, failed to persuade 
the angry supporters, Gover-
nor Amosun had to join some 
other dignitaries in personally 
shielding the lady and lead-
ing her out of the premises to 
avoid what could have been 
another tragedy. 

According to the angry 
youths, Babalola was being 
touted to become the run-
ning mate of the ‘anointed 
candidate’ of the APC for the 
2018 governorship election in 
the state.

Adeleke’s corpse, which 
was brought to his residence 
in Ede in preparation for the 
burial rites and earlier sched-
uled for 4pm on Sunday in 
accordance with Islamic rites, 
was returned back to Ladoke 
Akintola Hospital in Osogbo, 
for autopsy, on the orders of 
Adedeji Adeleke, the diseased 
younger brother. 

Friends and sympathisers, 
who were waiting for the 
burial ceremony, were told 
around 5:30pm that the event 
had been postponed till Mon-
day, pending the outcome of 
the autopsy.

David Adedeji Adeleke, 
popular Nigerian music kid 
(Davido as brand name) last 
Tuesday made an announce-
ment on Instagram, a social 
media platform that he has 
cancelled Osogbo from his 

money, etc! He is still on the 
throne till eternity,” part of his 
update on Snapchat read.

At the moment, Adeleke’s 
supporters are speculating 
that trouble started for him 
when he began eyeing the 
governorship seat ahead of 
the 2018 election in the state 
and made the ambition public.

Towards the fall of last year, 
Olumide Lawal, Adekele’s 
special adviser on media and 
publicity, issued a statement 
on the readiness of his boss 
to contest for governorship 
against a warning from Ad-
egboyega Famodun, chairman 
of the party in the state that 
all those with such interest 
should put it on hold.  

According to Famodun, 
such declaration was wrong 
at a time the state “is faced 
with many challenges. What 
is most important for the party 
now is for everyone to join 
hands with Governor Rauf 
Aregbesola to solve problems 
confronting the state.”

Adeleke is believed to have 
died from an overdose of pain-
killers administered to him by 
an unqualified medical techni-
cian. The senator received the 
medication following com-
plaints of serious pain in his 
legs. The result of an autopsy 
has not been officially disclosed.

One Dr. Ade, who treated 
the late senator when he com-
plained of leg pain early Sun-
day morning, has since been 

arrested for interrogation by 
the police. The doctor was ar-
rested on Monday, following 
the report that Adeleke died 
as a result of an overdose of 
medications he administered 
on him.

Adeleke was a member of 
the Social Democratic Party 
(SDP), under which he con-
tested for governorship in the 
third republic in 1992.

Some of his achievements 
as governor included: the es-
tablishment of a Polytechnic 
at Iree, a college of technology 
at Esa-Oke and the completion 
of the Osun State Broadcasting 
Corporation (OSBC).

The allegation and belief of 
a foul play by some elements 
flowed from the cold recep-
tion and stern warning from 
the Osun chapter of the APC 
warning anyone with guber-
natorial ambition to perish 
it. So, the supporters believe 
that the late senator’s open 
ambition to contest the next 
governorship seat after the 
incumbent’s second tenure in 
2018, may have led to his un-
timely death, hence the may-
hem that greeted the news of 
his sudden demise.

Adeleke was born on Janu-
ary 15, 1955 and was a two 
time senator who represented 
the PDP (PDP) in Osun State 
from 2007 to 2011 and was 
elected again under the ban-
ner of the APC in 2015.

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
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C
ongratulations on 
the launch of the Re-
port. According to the 
report, Nigeria has 
about 59 companies 

doing great things. How did you 
arrive at that? 

This report is a culmination 
of two years research work. 
The reason why we developed 
this report is very simple; to try 
and demonstrate the strength 
in entrepreneurism and the 
companies that are performing 
really well across Africa.

The report was compiled by 
working very closely with our 
partners; the African Develop-
ment Bank, with PWC, CDC 
Group which is the UK govern-
ment development financial 
institution and a number of 
other key partners as well. The 
idea was to try to identify these 
companies through existing 
investment in businesses where 
we had a specific set of eligibility 
requirement.

First of all the companies 
have all revenue threshold of 
not less than a billion dollars. 
The second requirement is, au-
dited accounts for three years by 
minimum of four big accounting 
firms including PWC. The third 
qualifying criterion is that they 
had to absolutely be private and 
should not be a subsidiary of a 
major publicly-listed company 
in Africa.

So with all that criteria we 
ended up with 350 very strong 
companies but Nigeria stood out, 
having 59 companies in West 
African region, as well as hav-
ing the greatest concentration of 

T
he essence of pro-
ducing the report is 
to encourage other 
aspiring companies 

to be on the side of suc-
cess in their endeavours. 
What advice do you have 
for these aspiring firms/
businesses? 

That is absolutely correct. 
The report itself is for that. 
I think other companies can 
look at the activities of the 
companies in the report to, 
not only model their com-
panies along those lines in 
terms of business structure, 

businesses and companies. 
In the course of your re-

search, what did you discover 
may be a drawback for some 
companies not being able to do 
great things in Nigeria? 

I am going to turn that ques-
tion the other way round be-
cause I think there’s nothing 
in this report that is negative. 
Everything in this report is 
100 percent positive; we see an 
amazing trend. These companies 
are fast growing like any other 
company across the frontier in 
developing market. You will not 
find companies in Europe, for 
example, growing at 16 percent 
average rate over a period of 
three years. You will not find 
companies that are run by entre-
preneurs who are resourceful, 
who had made successful busi-
nesses from a humble beginning, 
and you will not find companies 
as we found very surprisingly 
around as much as in Africa 
that are run by females. Reports 
indicate that 12 percent of these 
companies are run by females, 
compare that with other con-
tinents, particularly Europe, 
where about 43 to 50 companies 
have 3 percent of their boards as 
females. This is truly important 
facts to point out, which again 
make these companies very 
unique and inspiring. 

Nigeria is currently facing 
some micro economic challenges 
that are telling on the operators 
of firms in the country. What do 
you think should be done to get 
more companies into that net of 
doing great things? 

Yes of course, Nigeria is facing 

and the market they are ad-
dressing and also the way of 
doing business. These are 
companies that try to go the 
right way and understand 
that building a successful 
business  means building 
n e t w o r k s ,  re l at i o n s h i p s , 
a n d  p ro v i d i n g  s o l ut i o n s 
to p e ople that truly have 
value. I think any company 
looking to building a sus-
tainable long term company 
can find plenty of examples 
to emulate. 

With the number of Ni-
gerian companies in the 

some micro economic challenges 
but that’s not a reason for com-
panies not to be at their best. It 
is not the fault of the companies 
that there are foreign exchange 
issues based on resource circle; 
it is not the fault of businesses 
that capital is constrained; they 
are indeed not the fault of the 
companies or of the nation; but 
why we came out with this re-
port is that we need to tell the 
world that despite all of these 
things you hear there are some 
amazing micro economic stories 
that are percolating or growing 
and if you don’t jump up to these 
opportunities now, frankly, you 
are going to miss it.

So, I think in terms of Nigeria 
context, to answer your ques-

report, it can be said 
that it is not just about 
corruption and corrup-
tion in Nigeria. What is 
your response to that?

You know I am lucky 
enough to be in Nigeria 
now for seven years. I 
have observed that the 
inspiration of Nigeri-
ans is not an inspira-
tion of corruption; it’s 
in  the  inspirat ion of 
the future. We believe 
in the inspiration that 
this nation provides. I 
am confident that the 

tion directly, I think the govern-
ment is trying its best in terms 
of dealing with the issues, we see 
some important moves going on 
in terms of opening up the FX 
window. We have seen the Pen-
sion Commission Bill, allowing it 
to invest in the Capital Market, 
in the Primary Market, IPO; 
there are a number of forward-
thinking steps to mitigate some 
of these issues. 

On a personal note; being a 
Nigerian, how do you feel see-
ing 59 companies from your 
country on the list of firms that 
inspire Africa? 

I am extraordinarily proud 
about the representation of 
Nigerians in the report. And I 
think it is a testimony to what 

challenges of the past 
will  in no way affe ct 
the future. And as we 
look at these success-
f u l  c o m p a n i e s  n av i -
gate these waters, and 
successfully listed on 
the various Stock Ex-
changes,  you can s e e 
c ompanies  that  have 
not followed the path of 
corruption but focused 
on doing business and 
doing well; and that is 
the Nigeria that I know 
and the Nigeria that I 
love.

I understand about Nigerians’ 
irrepressible spirit and that is 
the spirit that is contained here 
and infecting the rest of the 
continent in a positive way. 
People are aspiring to be like 
Nigerian companies; people are 
taking leads from the examples 
they have been demonstrat-
ing whether in the financial 
services, banking, Oil &Gas, or 
technology; there is a lot to emu-
late from the Nigerian entrepre-
neurial spirit. There is truly a lot 
to learn- it speaks volumes of the 
Nigerian DNA. 

In terms of improving the 
growth index of the SMEs in 
Africa, what steps do you think 
government should take in 
terms of advice and improving 
the prospects? 

It is a good question, but I 
am not sure it is entirely up to 
government. I think what we 
have to do is to take initiatives 
by ourselves (entrepreneurs). 
You will only get government 
to help you if government gets 
to know what your problems 
are. So you need to take the 
challenges collectively, together 
and try to make a difference. 
You see, there’s a big push now 
in Nigeria, small companies try-
ing to break into the renewable 
energy sector; pushing govern-
ment, saying give us the legisla-
tion that we need to be able to 
push through these measures. 
Let us supply energy off the 
grids, if you can’t do so empower 
us; give us these things to do. 
The government doesn’t think 
about these things, only the 
entrepreneurs and that’s where 
the spirit lies.

‘Despite challenges some businesses are 
doing great things in Nigeria’

‘Building a successful business means 
building networks, relationships’

Ibukun Adebayo, co-head, Emerging Markets, London Stock Exchange Group, in this interview with ZEBU-
LON AGOMUO, on the sidelines of the launch in Lagos by PwC ‘Companies to Inspire Africa’ a pioneering 
report, compiled by London Stock Exchange Group showcasing Africa’s leading private companies, with 
the most inspiring stories and strongest growth potential, expressed happiness at the efforts of the 59 com-
panies in Nigeria that made the report, urging other firms/businesses to emulate the performers. Excerpts:

Ibukun Adebayo

BusinessInterview

Darrell McGraw, Partner & Head, Capital Markets at PWC Nigeria also spoke with BDSUN-
DAY on the need for companies to leverage on the Report for good. Excerpts: 

Darrell McGraw
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‘RUFIN is one of the most 
successful government initiatives’
Trustfund Microfinance Bank Limited, Benin, Edo State, was among the 60 microfinance banks in the country 
that bagged the CBN/IFAD award for Rural Finance Institution Building Programme (RUFIN) on March 16, 
2017.  In this interview, Olufunke Adeyoyin, deputy general manager/head of business of the microfinance 
bank, tells IDRIS UMAR MOMOH, the impact of the award and other issues. Excerpts:

W
h a t  d o e s 
t h e  C B N /
IFAD RUFIN 
award mean 
to Trustfund 

Microfinance Bank?
First it shows how relevant 

we are in the system. It shows 
recognition by the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) which is the 
regulatory body.  With the 
award, it is very obvious that 
we have good relationship and 
well recognized by the CBN, 
especially in these days of sev-
eral “voodoo bankers” across the 
country.

Do you think the award will 
further the implementation 
of RUFIN programme in Edo 
State?

With the award we are hap-
py to do more and we will keep 
doing what we know best as 
regards microfinance banking. 
The award will be a challenge 
to other microfinance banks to 
work hard particularly on the 
Rural Business Plan Implemen-
tation. We took up the challenge 
as a microfinance bank to touch 
lives in the rural areas; empow-
ered the people and probably 
reduced the rural-urban migra-
tion. So, it is a challenge for ev-
ery microfinance bank to work 
harder in order to be recognized 
by the CBN.

 How far has the bank gone 
in implementing RUFIN?

We have been with the RU-
FIN right from the inception. I 
must really recognise the great 
work that RUFIN/IFAD has 
done. They actually encour-
aged us to develop programmes, 
products among others that will 
favour the rural populace. They 
gave us the necessary capac-
ity building and some tools to 
work with. Today, we have been 
working with over 1,000 group 
of people who we also funded. 
We have been able to encour-
age savings habit among these 
people. We have also mobilised 
well over N800 million on the 
RUFIN programme.

We starte d with a pilot 
scheme with the establish-
ment of a branch at Abudu, the 
administrative headquarters 
of Orhionmwon Local Govern-
ment area where there was 
no bank at all. As at today, our 
Abudu branch is doing very 
well. We have over 23, 000 
active borrowers in Abudu 
and we have also trained over 

Olufunke Adeyoyin, deputy general manager and head of business, 
Trustfund Microfinance Bank Limited

15,000 people on how to use 
their funds effectively. We have 
a number of good people in the 
area. The other programme we 
have with them is the Rural 
Business. In the rural business 
plan we have been able to mobi-
lize a lot and over N500 million 
as savings through the rural 
business scheme. With these, I 
can say we have really done well 
and also grateful to the Federal 
Government of Nigeria, IFAD 
and RUFIN. It is a wonderful 
programme.

Is implementation of the RU-
FIN meeting the set objectives 
and people’s expectations?

From the amount disbursed 
to beneficiaries, active borrow-
ers and groups so far, it is clear 
that we are touching lives. We 
will not say we have reached 
the peak because we still have 
a lot of grounds to break, I think 
we have gone far and hope to 
do better over the next couple 
of years.

What are the challenges so 
far in the course of implement-
ing the programme in the state?

There are some challenges. 
First and foremost is the issue 
of getting the people to under-
stand the programme. A good 
number of people over the years 
were fed up with a lot of gov-
ernment programmes and once 
you talked of any government 
programme they will complain 
that no government programme 
had ever worked. That was the 
first challenge but we have to 
try to encourage them. Secondly, 
I have earlier made mentioned 
of the so called “voodoo bank-
ers”. Before now, a lot of people 
have been cheated and when 
you talk about banking most 
people believe that the voodoo 
bankers are there and they have 
come to trick them again. But 
along the line, I think they got 
to understand that we are out 
to empower them and better 
their lives.

The other challenge is actu-
ally the cost of operation because 
some of these villages are far 
apart and you spend a lot to 
go there. There is also security 
problem among others.

How do you think these 
challenges can be addressed or 
reduce?

Gradually we are getting over 
some of them. On the issue of 
security, we now work with the 
local vigilante groups and the po-
lice. But on the issue of bad roads 

we don’t have control over that, 
some of them through the com-
munal efforts may be graded.

To further the awareness on 
RUFIN programme, we organize 
customers’ forum, building their 
capacity and trainings. In the 
forum they ask questions and get 
to understand us. Basically these 
are some of the challenges but 
we are getting over them now.

What about the issue of loan 
repayment?

The issue was our mindset 
when we started. Average bank-
er will believe that the people in 
the rural areas don’t repay loan 
particularly farmers. After going 
through the training of RUFIN/
IFAD and their encouragement, 
we went into the rural areas and 
we realised that we were wrong 
after all. Meeting the people we 
realised that they don’t joke with 
their integrity just as the people 
in the urban areas do. The people 
in the urban areas don’t care 
what happens but in the villages 
we realised that they are very 
concerned about their names 
and their family names. Really, 

we have good performance as far 
a loan repayment is concerned in 
the rural areas. To me they are 
even doing better than people 
in the cities. 

Can you give more insight 
on the last Agriculture/ IFAD 
award won by the bank last 
year?

Trustfund Microfinance Bank 
Limited got the award for the 
Best Microfinance Bank last 
year for IFAD/Agriculture just 
because of our efforts at going 
to the rural areas. We got the 
best Microfinance Bank award 
in agriculture.

Apart from Abudu which 
other areas is the bank imple-
menting RUFIN programme?

We are operating in Etsako 
West, Etsako Central, Etsako 
East, Owan East, Esan Central, 
Esan North-East, Esan West, 
Esan South-East, Orhionmwon, 
Ovia North-East Local Govern-
ment Areas.  We just opened a 
new branch in Uromi in Esan 
North-East Local Government 
Area still in line with the rural 
business plan.

What is your message to 
the beneficiaries of the pro-
gramme?

My advice is that they should 
remain good, ensure good credit 
history and maintain good 
name. These virtues enable 
them to get more, increase in 
loans, award and be recognized 
for the betterment of their own 
lives. Of course, a number of 
them who get gradual increase 
in their loans are doing well in 
their businesses and that has 
now translated into the success 
in their homes. Their children 
now go to school while the par-
ents live better lives now. I will 
advise them to continue to go by 
the rules of the game.

What is your advice to the 
federal government, authori-
ties of RUFIN, IFAD and CBN?

I want to say a big thank 
you to those who initiated the 
RUFIN programme and for IFAD 
for the wonderful support. I 
want to use this medium to 
plead that RUFIN should con-
tinue. It is a wonderful and one 
of the most successful govern-
ment initiatives.

Has the programme meeting 
the objectives of eradicating 
poverty and addressing self-
sufficiency in food production 
in the country?

I have said it before that this 
programme is actual existing to 
build people in the rural areas 
and to help them. I recommend 
that it should continue because 
it is already helping the people. 
We have success stories. You need 
to go for the assessment and see 
what is happening right now at 
least in all the areas we have cov-
ered so far. So it is a beautiful one.

What was the category of 
award Trustfund Microfinance 
won?

Trustfund won the pioneer 
award for rural business plan 
implementation for Nigeria. Ours 
was different from others.

We are in partnership with 
the Edo State government, which 
empowered us with funds to dis-
burse the CBN MSMEs loan and 
we disbursed the larger portion of 
it which was over N1.2 billion to 
several persons. Those benefitted 
from the CBN MSMEs were over 
6000 persons.

How much has the bank dis-
bursed to customers since incep-
tion?

The bank has disbursed over 
N2 billion and our customer-base 
stood at over 188,000.

BusinessInterview
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passing through for some years now? 
Ekporo as a community is a voting 

ward that is made up of 10 wards in 
Eleme Local Government Area, with 
well over 5,000 indigenous people, 
apart from a number of non-indigenes 
living among them, doing one busi-
ness or the other. The people have 
been sacked; their houses, property 
and other socio-economic belongings 
destroyed. Some of them lost their 
lives in the heat of attacks including a 
councilor. Those that survived are the 
ones living as refugees with psycho-
logical trauma, hunger, sickness and 
unimaginable distress breaking down 
their hope for the future. 

Bishop, Ekporo as a community 
has some illustrious sons like Chief 
Precious Ngalale, a one-time federal 
minister of Water Resources under 
the  administrat ion of  Olus egun 
Obasanjo. Suffice it to say that he is 
also an appendage of the larger sys-
tem that has turned deaf ears to the 
plight of his own people? 

I don’t agree with that allusion; my 
reason being that Ngalale is also at the 
receiving end of the conflict. He is an 
Ekporo man, and by implication an 
Ekporo man and an Ogu man cannot 
come out to agree on peaceful settle-
ment. That is not a best approach to 
conflict resolution. The resolution is 
achievable when external arbiters 
wade into such cris es.  That is the 
responsibility of government. You 

without enforcing a peaceful resolu-
tion. 

You are sounding disappointed, 
what is your personal effort and 
frustration? 

Hmm, I personally have written 
over 80 registered petitions to au-
thorities that matter, from the Rivers 
State Council of Chiefs, to the State 
and Fe deral Government,  b egging 
them for their intervention in the 
matter. My petitions are everywhere, 
including all other bodies I mentioned 
earlier, but my cry is like that of a car-
ing dove in a community of careless 
animal kingdom. 

Why do you feel so strong as that? 
Why not !  Even if  i t ’s  two mad 

people fighting in the open market 
square, there are many people out 
there who would not stand there 
as careless spectators. They would 
be moved to come forth to separate 
and settle them for peace sake. Why 
should Ekporo-Ogu crises be a care-
less consumable case? Come to think 
of it, even the military government 
was always handy to settle conflicts 
in other West African countries like 
Liberia, The Gambia. Even democratic 
government goes for peace-keeping in 
other countries. So why should its own 
internal communal conflict in Ekporo-
Ogu be treated with a wave-off of the 
hand by government? 

How would you describe the level 
of suffering the displaced Ekporos are 

O
n e  o f  yo u r  c o m m u n i -
ties ,  Ekporo,  has  b e en 
deserted by its  people 
for close to five ye ars 
now, following a com-

munal conflict between them and 
their Ogu neighboring community; 
as an ambassador of Christ,  what 
role have you played so far toward 
bringing pe ace betwe en the two 
communities? 

Well ,  I  must make it  clear that 
I’m very much concerned about the 
crises between my Ekporo and Ogu 
people, not because I’m an Eleme man. 
I represent the interest of all people 
spiritually, irrespective of their dif-
ferent origins.  I  can show similar 
concern for either Ikwerre, Kalabari, 
Ogoni or other people in Rivers State, 
if they are in crises with each other. 
Jesus Christ preached peace and died 
not only for the Jews, but also for the 
Gentiles. 

How are you privy to the crises? 
The Ekporo and Ogu communities 

have been in crises over the years 
because of land boundary dispute, 
which resulted in bloody attacks; and 
the Ekporos were chased out of their 
homes. Unfortunately, till date, no 
constituted external authorities or 
bodies have deemed it necessary to 
initiate peaceful resolution between 
them. And since then, the weaker vic-
tims (Ekporos) have been wandering 
about as refugees in different commu-
nities in the state. They can’t go back 
because their houses and properties 
are all destroyed. 

Are you saying that the past and 
present governments of Rivers State 
are unaware of the lingering crises, 
or they are simply insensitive? 

Ha! it baffles me o. I ’m lost,  be-
cause we are a society governed by 
governors, the Presidency, National 
Assembly, Local Government authori-
ties, the Judiciary and what have you. 
Yet they sit in their comfort zones, 
watching two p e ople or two c om-
munities tearing themselves apart in 
a fight or crises, without care to call 
them to order for peace. Where are 
the Army, the police and other con-
stituted authorities in Rivers State; 
and Nigerians in general? 

Is it possible to say that govern-
ment has been adamant? 

No, I would not allude to that. How-
ever, I find it hard to imagine that in 
this democratic dispensation being 
embrac e d worldwide,  over  5 ,000 
people of an indigenous community 
such as Ekporo, would be sacked from 
their homeland because of man-made 
crises, or call it disaster, and govern-
ment or authorities of that federated 
clime can comfortably turn deaf ears 

‘Communal conflict driving over 5,000 
Ekporo community people into extinction’

journalists, lawyers, church leaders 
and security authorities should be 
involved. The Ekporos and Ogus are 
the ones in conflict; they cannot ini-
tiate and make a common acceptable 
peace among themselves. I insist, out 
of wis dom, external p eac emakers 
should come into the matter. 

So what is your fervent prayer 
now? 

I  and my church members have 
taken it  up as our burden to hold 
monthly prayer for the people, to be 
resettled back in their homeland. God 
will bless the man or woman, irrespec-
tive of position that would see that 
the people regain their freedom back 
to their land. 

Have you made an attempt to call 
for a settlement committee to that 
effect? 

Not in my position, my way is to 
keep praying to achieve my desired 
result or expectation. I understand 
the Eleme Local Government care-
taker-committee (CTC) chairman, has 
set up a committee to that effect; but 
I’m not privy to the terms of reference. 
The best they can achieve is to see the 
people, receive adequate care pending 
final resolution by external concerned 
authorities that would guarantee their 
peaceful return journey back to their 
desolate community land. 

What would their expectation be 
like on the God’s appointed day of 
their journey back home? 

Well, it’s going to be another new 
beginning in settling down to work for 
survival through farming and struggle 
to have roofs over their heads. The 
path to their socio-economic integra-
tion looks tortuous, but our God that 
did not forsake them in their days as 
refugees in other communities would 
give them a comfortable re-integra-
tion. One other shocking development 
is that while these people are in exile, 
a Federal Government college has 
been sited in their land bearing Ogu, 
as written on the signboard. Does that 
suggest that the people’s land has been 
confiscated, and without their con-
sent, compensation or what? 

What is your fear? Do you think 
that to the people it is a loss of their 
land? 

No, that can’t be because we are in 
prayer for peace to reign above further 
crises. We ensure that the youths do 
not take up arms. But all that seems 
not to mean anything to the govern-
ment; not until the youths rise up 
in protest, then you would see the 
Army and police in action. I’m not, at 
all, comfortable or in agreement with 
fire-brigade approach to two persons 
or group of persons in conflict. It’s not 
the best, may God help us.

The Ekporo indigenous people in Eleme Local Government Area of Rivers State have been locked in communal conflict 
with their neighbouring Ogu community in Ogu-Bolo LGA. The people estimated to be over 5,000 are now refugees in other 
Rivers communities following their sack from their homeland since 2013, without government intervention for peaceful 
settlement. Worried by the pitiable condition of the displaced people, Rt. Rev. Moses Kattey, general overseer of Com-
monwealth Covenant Church International, Alode-Eleme and state coordinator for Trans-Atlantic and Pacific Alliance of 
Churches (TAPAC), is asking for government’s urgent intervention. In this interview with our correspondent, GODWIN 
EGBA in Port Harcourt, he voices out his frustration over his efforts in trying to get the intervention of Rivers State and 
Federal Government. Excerpts:

Bishop Katty
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Wike wants Agriculture to drive Nigeria’s 
economy, create mass employments

I
n a rare praise for 
any policy of the 
present federal gov-
ernment, Nyesom 
Wike, governor of 

Rivers State, has agreed 
that the nation’s agric 
sector is functioning 
well because of the men 
leading the ministry. 
He further teased that 
both ministers (Audu 
Ogbe of Benue State 
and Heineken lokpo-
biri from Bayelsa) were 
once key members of 
the former ruling party, 
the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP).

The governor said 
that investments in ag-
riculture would help 
the nation tackle youth 
unemployment.

 Speaking during a 
courtesy visit by Audu 
Ogbeh, Minister of Ag-
riculture, and Heineken 
Lokpobiri, Minister of 
State for Agriculture, 
at the Government 
House Port Harcourt, 
midweek, Wike said 
agriculture was essen-
tial   to the revival of the 
nation’s economy.

 “If Nigeria must 
move to the next level, 
agriculture is key. To 
reduce unemployment, 
we must focus on agri-
culture”, Wike said.

The governor lauded 
the Minister of Agri-
culture for displaying 
maturity by ensuring 
that the issues of food 
production are insu-
lated from politics.

The governor said 
that his administration 
is developing a public 
private partnership 
model to enhance the 
development of agri-
culture.

“We are develop-
ing the cassava factory 
to improve the com-
mercial farming of the 
product.  We are also 
working with a private 
company to revive our 
rubber factory”.

 He informed that his 
administration is work-
ing with the Rivers State 
University to revive the 
College of Agriculture 
at Onne for the training 

PharmAccess partners Lagos State on 
infrastructural upgrade in healthcare services

P
h a r m A c c e s s 
Foundation Ni-
geria and the 
International Fi-

nance Corporation (IFC)
 in partnership with 

the Ministry of Health, 
Lagos State recently 
reiterate the need for 
infrastructural upgrade 
in the healthcare ser-
vices in the state at the 
capacity strengthening 
workshop for health of-
ficials in Lagos.

The workshop, which 
was organized by Phar-
mAccess Foundation 

Nigeria and the Interna-
tional Finance Corpora-
tion (IFC),on Reposting 
the Lagos State Health 
Facility Monitoring and 
Accreditation Agency 
(HEFAMAA) for Effec-
tiveness, called for out-
sourcing of operational 
functions of HEFAMAA 
to private entities, as 
well as, the adoption of 
SafeCare as the quality 
improvement method-
ology for employment 
of providers on the 
scheme.

In his keynote ad-
dress,  Olufemi Ona-
nuga, Special Advis-
er to the Lagos State 
Governor on Primary 

HealthCare, charged all 
participants to articu-
late recommendations 
on strengthening HE-
FAMAA’s capacity and 
pledged support for the 
agency’s activities.

Njide Ndili, Country 
Director, PharmAccess 
Foundation Nigeria, 
stated that the work-
shop is a step to properly 
align the agency and 
all the relevant stake-
holders, and support its 
objectives to regulate 
the healthcare sector 
in Lagos State ahead of 
the flag off of the man-
datory health insur-
ance scheme. “We are 
delighted that we can 

received good upbring-
ing.  Their parents, the 
PDP, gave them quality 
parenting “, the gover-
nor said.

 On the development 
of agriculture in Rivers 
State, Governor Wike 
said the Rivers State 
Government would 
take full advantage of 
the Federal Govern-
ment agriculture ini-
tiatives including the 
commercial agricul-
tural credit scheme and 
the Anchor Borrowers 
Programme.

He said that his ad-
ministration would 
galvanise the state into 
becoming a major play-
er in the agricultural 
sector. “In Rivers State, 
Government has, over 
the years, channelled 
enormous public funds 
into the development 
of agriculture without 
measurable outcomes. 
For this reason, we have 
decided to review our 
agricultural policies and 
programmes to ensure 
that efforts, funds and 
inputs are not wasted for 
the sake of political ex-
pediency, as it has been 
the case with the past. It 
is important to empha-
size that the agricultural 
potentials of Rivers State 
are clearly enormous. 
Furthermore, being the 
host to two of the larg-
est fertilizer production 
plants on the African 
continent gives us added 
advantages for the ad-
vancement of this sector 
in the state”, the gover-
nor further said.

L-R: Heineken Lokpobiri, minister of Agriculture for State; Audu Ogbeh, minister of Agriculture; Nyesom Wike, Rivers State governor; Onimim Jacks, Rivers 
State commissioner for Agriculture, during the visit of the ministers to Governor Wike  at the Government House, Port Harcourt, recently Wednesday. 

of agricultural profes-
sionals.

Governor Wike said 
that the State Govern-
ment will collaborate 
with the Federal Min-
istry of Agriculture to 
improve key aspects of 
the state agricultural 
sector.

In his remarks, Og-
beh said unless the 
youth are reintro-
duced to agriculture, 
the country will always 
have security challeng-
es as most urban youths 
are idle. He said issues 
of agriculture must be 
placed above politics in 
the overall interest of 

the country.
The Minister said 

that Rivers State has the 
potentials to be a major 
source of fish for the en-
tire country. The Minis-
ters of Agriculture and 
all the commissioners of 
Agriculture are Rivers 
State for the National 
Council of Agriculture.

 While declaring 
open the Council on 
Agriculture and Ru-
ral Development, Wike 
said that the foresight 
and national view being 
exhibited by both min-
isters proved that they 
imbibed the culture of 
service while they were 

PDP members.
“Agriculture is work-

ing because they have 
good ministers from a 
sound background.  The 
Minister of Agriculture 
was a former National 
Chairman of PDP, while 
the Minister of State 
for Agriculture was a 
senator under the PDP.  
Their backgrounds have 
helped them. You can 
see the kind of prod-
ucts that PDP has. We 
have sent them on sab-
batical to help other 
people.  When children 
are productive, you ask 
who their parents are. 
We have products who 

support this process”, 
she said.

However, partici-
pants at the workshop 
called for an action plan 
to address the staffing 
and infrastructural chal-
lenges facing the agency.

The workshop was 
designed to address gaps, 
challenges and proffer 
recommendations to 
the State Government 
on reposting HEFAMAA 
to fulfil its mandate as 
the regulatory agency 
for the health sector by 
registering and licensing 
health establishments, 
setting standards for 
quality assurance, ap-
plying penalties and 
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gODFREY OFuRuM, Aba sanctions as well as its 
emerging role of accred-
iting health facilities for 
the upcoming health in-
surance scheme. This is 
aimed at improving the 
quality of service deliv-
ery and health outcomes 
in Lagos State.

Participants at the 
two day workshop in-
cluded the Permanent 
Se cretary Primary 
Health Care Board, Ex-
ecutive Secretary and 
staff of HEFAMAA, Di-
rector of Pharmaceutical 
Services, Health Care 
Planning, Research and 
Statistics and officials of 
the Ministry of Health 
and the Health Services 

Commission.
HEFAMAA was es-

tablished by the Health 
Sector Reform Law 
(HSRL) 2006. The agen-
cy’s mandate is to regu-
late and improve the 
quality of health care 
delivery in Lagos State. 
HEFAMAA is responsi-
ble for setting minimum 
standards for operations 
of public and private 
health facilities in La-
gos, accredit, inspect 
and license all health 
facilities according to 
the schedules of HSRL 
2006, as well as, ensure 
the authenticity of the 
credentials of health per-
sonnel working in Lagos.
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AfDB supports Nigerian youths 
in agriculture with $280m

A
f r i c a n 
D evelop-
ment Bank 
(AfDB) has 
r e l e a s e d 

$280 million to support 
Nigerian youths to go 
into Agri-business. 

President,  AfDB, 
Akinwunmi Adesina, 
who disclosed this at 
the African Youth 
Agripreneurs (AYA) Fo-
rum in which over 200 
youths in Africa who are 
active in agribusiness or 
the agriculture sector or 
related value chains par-
ticipated in the two-day 
programme  held at the 
International Institute 
of Tropical Agriculture 
(IITA), said the fund was 
released to government 
last year December.

He disclosed that four 
other African countries- 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Sudan, Cameron 
and Zambia were also 
given the financial as-
sistance to enable their 

youths embrace agri-
culture.

Adesina, who was 
represented by Chiji 
Ojukwu, a director in the 
bank, said 12 other coun-
tries are on the line to 
get the assistance from 
the regional bank this 
year while saying that 
33 countries in Africa is 
being targeted to benefit 
from the financial sup-
port. 

He revealed that 
37,000 youths between 

First Deepwater Discovery boss canvases support 
for tertiary educational advancement

the ages of 18 and 35 
who are graduates are 
being targeted in Nige-
ria saying that $50,000 
will be given to them 
to execute their agricul-
tural programmes.

He added that 10,000 
youths are being tar-
geted in the four other 
African countries that 
had already gotten the 
financial assistance.

According to him, 
“this 10,000 youths be-
ing targeted including 

the 37,000 youths in 
Nigeria are expected to 
create employment and 
this will reduce the un-
employment rate being 
witnessed now in most 
African countries,” he 
said.

Adesina however, 
stated that 1.5 million 
youths and old are being 
targeted to be in Agri-
cultural business in the 
whole of Africa in the 
next few years. 

The IITA, he stated, is 
already providing tech-
nical support for the 
youths so as to embrace 
agriculture while the 
regional bank as well 
as some other financial 
institutions will provide 
and support the youths 
who are going into agri-
culture.

He pointed out that 
the business approach 
to agriculture which 
the AfDB is commit-
ted to will help improve 
productivity, competi-
tiveness and entrepre-
neurship among Africa’s 
youth.

A 
philanthro-
p i s t  a n d 
chairman of 
First Deep-

water Discovery Group,  
Babalola Babatunde, 
has enjoined alumni 
of various citadels of 
learning to invest heav-
ily in the educational 
development of their 
alma mater to help re-
suscitate the dwindling 
fortune of education in 
Nigeria.

Babatunde said this 
while re c eiving an 
award for Entrepre-
neurship and Leader-
ship Excellence given 
to him by the Lagos 
chapter of Federal Uni-
versity of Technology 
Akure, FUTA at its an-
nual alumni luncheon 
and awards ceremony 
held recently in Lagos.

The Deepwater Dis-
covery chairman, who 
is an alumnus of the 
institution, stated that 
F UTA alumni must 
consider it significant to 

invest their resources 
and time in the devel-
opment of the institu-
tion as a way of giving 
back to the school that 
produced them.

The business tycoon, 
who lamented the poor 
state of tertiary edu-
cation in Nigeria, said 
that though other well-
meaning alumni were 
doing their best to take 
the school to greater 
heights, more still need-
ed to be done to provide 
environment condu-
cive for learning.

While commending 
the Vice Chancellor 
and the management 

team for the giant 
strides recorded in the 
last few years both in 
learning and provision 
of infrastructure fa-
cilities, he tasked both 
the alumni and other 
stakeholders to con-
tinue to work together 
in the overall interest 
of development, saying 
that the institution re-
mains the best among 
other Nigerian univer-
sities, a testimonial that 
is clearly evident in the 
performance of its stu-
dents in both private 
and public life.

According to him, 
the school cannot af-
ford to go backward at 
this time and as such 
would require all the 
support it can get to 
play in the big league 
of great institutions of 
learning not only in 
Africa but globally.

The chairman of the 
oil company who ac-
knowledged govern-
ment’s effort in reposi-
tioning the institution 
since its creation said it 
was obvious that gov-

ernment support can-
not do it alone stressing 
that both the alumni 
and other kind-hearted 
Nigerians alumni must 
lend their support stat-
ing that their contribu-
tion remains vital to 
advancement of learn-
ing in Nigeria.

Other awardees at 
the invent include the 
Vice Chancellor of the 
University, Adebiyi Da-
ramola, former Regis-
trar of the University, 
Eunice Oyebade,  Akin 
Aina,  Shebioba Baba-
tunde, among others.

B ab at u n d e ,  w h o 
bagged the entrepre-
neurship and leader-
ship excellence award, 
said he is delighted to 
be recognised for his ef-
fort towards the devel-
opment of the school, 
adding that such hon-
our would energise 
him to do more as there 
was nothing too little to 
support an institution 
that had contributed 
immensely to the suc-
cess he has achieved 
till date.

Africa Youths farming.

akinremi FeyisipO

Babalola Babatunde

…as 200 participate in youth agripreneurs forum in ibadan 

‘engineers ideally suited to proffer 
solutions to societal problems’

O
liver Otis Any-
aeji, president, 
Nigerian So-
ciety of Engi-

neers (NSE), has said that 
engineers were ideally 
suited to proffer feasible 
solutions to problems 
faced by the society.

Anyaeji, who stated 
this at Abia Hotels Ltd, 
Umuahia, during the 
quarterly dinner, public 
lecture and induction of 
new corporate members 
of Umuahia branch of 
NSE, noted that because 
engineers had an ob-
ligation to further the 
interests of mankind, the 
role of politicians was a 
perfect fit for him.

The engineer, rep-
resented by Ishidi Yo-
hanna Edith, his vice 
president, said due to 
the engineers’ ethical 
standards, they could 
and would be held to 
higher standards than 
the stereotyped politi-
cians, so as to elicit more 
trust from the public.

He said: “At the aus-
picious occasion of my 
investiture, I expressed 
the regret with regards 
to a system of public 
office selection and ap-
pointment pattern that 

has shown a deliberate 
and conscious scheme 
to keep engineers out of 
the public policy spaces 
in both the executive 
and legislative arms of 
government.”

The NSE boss how-
ever, said that as pace-
setters, engineers must 
sustain and continu-
ally monitor policies and 
programmes affecting 
critical sectors of the na-
tion’s economy, for the 
purpose of engineering 
input and liaising with 
relevant stakeholders 
from public and private 
sectors to ensure coor-
dinated action for the 
country’s sustainable 
development.

Delivering a lecture 
titled: ‘Engineers in 
Governance: The Pana-
cea for Economic and 
Technological Develop-
ment in Nigeria’, the NSE 
Vice President, Ishidi 
Yohanna Edith said that 
transformational leaders 
were urgently needed 
in Nigeria for economic 
and technological ad-
vancement.

Ishidi advocated that 
Nigeria should start vot-
ing engineers into public 
offices, “if we sincerely 
desire economic and 
technological develop-
ment”.

abia Hos assures retirees on prompt 
payment of pension, gratuity

F
ollowing the pas-
sage of the Abia 
State Pension Re-
form Law No.4 of 

2017 by the State House 
of Assembly, pensioners 
have been assured of pay-
ment of their pensions 
and gratuities as and 
when due in the state.

Vivian Uma, the Abia 
Head of Service (HOS) 
made this known in his 
office in Umuahia dur-
ing a meeting with the 
state Committee on the 
implementation of the 
contributory Pension 
Scheme for Abia state.

He disclosed that his 
office and the National 
Pension Commission 
would soon embark 
on enlightenment pro-
gramme to educate the 
Abia workforce on the 
Pension Contributory 
Scheme.

The Abia workers boss 
who expressed his joy 
that the era of owing 
retirees pensions and gra-
tuities was over thanked 
Governor Okezie Ikpea-
zu, Abia House of As-
sembly, National Pension 
Commission, all Labour 

Unions in the state and 
other Stakeholders for 
their collective efforts in 
realizing the scheme.

Mike Eneh, Regional 
Head, National Pension 
Commission, South-East 
while speaking during 
the meeting described 
Abia state Pension Re-
form Law as the best in 
the country.

Eneh who said that 
the law which took ef-
fect from March 20, 
2017 made it clear that 
Public servants who 
have five years to re-
tire from service would 
be exempted from the 
scheme emphasized that 
only workers who have 
more than five years 
to retire would benefit 
from the scheme.

A c c o r d i n g  t h e 
PENCM Regional Head, 
the scheme would not 
only guarantee the fu-
ture of public servants 
but would also eliminate 
ghost workers and ghost 
pensioners and advised 
Government to rise up to 
the challenges of fight-
ing the cabals behind 
ghost workers syndrome  
would sabotage the im-
plementation of the new 
scheme.

UDOka aGWU, Umuahia

UDOka aGWU, Umuahia 
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Akanbi’s nuggets on successful poultry farming

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

How did the inspiration 
come for you to go into poultry 
farming?

I 
derived the inspiration 
from the feed mill where 
I worked. My boss then, 
called Mr. Gbenga Odusote 
had told me bluntly that 

there were no jobs available in 
the country for fresh graduates.
That I should start with a few 
chickens. I heeded his piece of 
advice. I gathered 20 cockerels 
and brought them to Lagos. I 
brought in the feeds from our 
feed mill as compounded by me. 
Later, as the chickens matured, it 
dawned on me that my boss was 
right; that jobs are indeed scarce 
in the country. That was after 
combing between five to ten 
companies without any job offer.

I remember being arrested by 
the police at Ogba when I was 
carrying the chickens to my sister 
who was working at WEMA 
Bank. It was because when they 
asked me how much each was 

worth I said it was N300. They 
said I must have stolen them 
because they were too cheap! 
But eventually they let me off 
after I convinced them that the 
Head of the Police Inspectorate 
Division bought three from me. I 
took some to WEMA Bank. After 
selling all of them I was able to 
raise N6,000. I’m talking of the 
year 1995.

How were you able to find 
your feet considering the small 
number of chickens you started 
with?

What happened was that 
coincidentally my father retired 
that year.I talked him into 
partnership on equity basis. 
He was to provide me with 
the money while I gave the 
knowledge. With the money 
I raised from members of the 
family I got off with 50 chickens. 
He added another 50 making 100 
in addition to their cages. We had 
a ratio of 30 percent going to me 
and 70 percent for him. However, 
I got to realise that consultancy 
itself brings in more money 
because many people wanted to 
go into poultry farming but did 
not have the technical capacity. 
There I was, I got started as 
a fresh graduate with all the 
intellectual resources. So, little 
by little I became well known 
to some notable people in the 
society. I was staying at Ogba, 

Lagos, then using the backyard 
of my father’s house.

What were the challenges as 
at that time?

Funding was the challenge 
then. It was after my wedding 
in 2001 and after having my first 
child that I realised that I must 
increase the stock of the chicken 
if I must survive. My wife had 
just finished her internship as 
a pharmacist. So, I had business, 
family and personal challenges. 
I needed more fund.  I had 450 
birds. What assisted me again 
was my consultancy services.

I approached a bank to take 
a loan and that was the first 
time the secret of the so-called 
government’s support to the 
agric sector became known to 
me. I approached First Bank for 
an agric loan of just N250,000 
and they were asking me to bring 
a share certificate of N600,000 
as collateral or a building worth 
N1 million with the Cof O. I was 
really disturbed.

Subsequently, I went to their 
credit office at Iganmu and the 
woman in charge said that even 
after satisfying these conditions 
I would get only N200,000. I told 
her about the agric guarantee 
scheme; that I could use my 
certificate and the farm that I 
will lease to the bank in equity 
partnership  but she told me 
that I would be expected to start 

paying back the loan after three 
months.

I told her that as an agric 
farmer I did not expect any yield 
until after eight months and that 
would be stable after one year. I 
also explained that I had to raise 
the chickens five-and-a-half 
months when they start laying 
eggs to make a differential but 
she told me to go by their terms.

How have you survived so 
far?

I have had support from my 
family, especially my wife. We 
had a bit of turn around and we 
had to make a division. One, was 
to supply hotels with broiler meat 
and the other was to specialise in 
egg production.

What is your grouse with the 
way poultry farming is being 
handled in the country now?

This is the only country in this 
part of the world that you find 
people still using battery cages 
in egg laying. Even then they 
are expensive, between 150,000 
and N170,000- to house 70 birds. 
Most of these are obtained from 
FACO. To fabricate locally would 
cost N100,000 for 80 birds. Yet, 
for a family of four you need not 
less than 7,500 birds costing well 
over N1.5 million.

What should government be 
doing to re-position agriculture?

There must be concrete agric 
development plan for famers 

for five years each. That should 
involve the local farmers, experts, 
soil scientists, agronomists, 
animal scientists and financial 
experts on agriculture, how to 
really go about it to develop 
manpower.

T h e re  s h o u l d  b e  s t r i c t 
legislation against anyone 
flouting the existing rules 
because agriculture is supposed 
to be the seed to make the country 
self-sufficient. Israel, Malaysia, 
Singapore and in fact, the whole 
of Asia developed through 
agriculture. Even Philippines’ 
economy is currently sprouting 
based on agriculture. There 
should be easy accessibility 
t o  f u n d s  fo r  a g r i c u l t u ra l 
development. More premium 
should be placed on developing 
co-operative societies, not the 
ones we have that some people 
have turned into avenues for 
stealing other people’s money.

T h e re  s h o u l d  b e  m o re 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  l o c a l 
governments on agriculture in 
their localities. Also, various 
agric organisations should be 
strengthened to benefit the rural, 
small scale farmers and not left in 
the hands of moneybags.
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I
n my growing up days; I recall 
vividly how my father built 
his first country home through 
‘communal cooperative effort’. 

It was fun. It started on a Saturday 
morning in the eighties. As early 
as 6a.m, I saw community men 
trickling into our compound. Each 
one had one farm too or another. 
Some had shovels, rakes, diggers, 
buckets, baskets and many too 

numerous to mention. By the time 
it was 7a.m, there was a standard 
crowd of community men in the 
compound. I was wondering what 
they were up to. My fear was how-
ever, allayed as they all greeted 
my father warmly on arrival and 
exchanged pleasantries amongst 
themselves. I noticed also that my 
mother rose very early in company 
of two other women and had been 
driven to the market by an uncle 
in my dad’s Peugeot 404 pickup 
van which was his major achieve-
ment in his years in the Military. It 
was clear to me where they went 
after they arrived with food items 
among others. By 8a.m, my dad had 
led the men with their work tools to 
a prime parcel of land some meters 
away from the family compound. 
At this point, I was already set 
out for my Entrance Examination 
appointment into Government 

College; so I left in company of an 
uncle who was then a teacher in a 
community school.

I returned from my Entrance 
Examination at about 5pm and I 
was amazed to see a seven bedroom 
bungalow standing to window 
level. The rooms were broad and 
the settee was continental in size. I 
was excited. The exercise was a car-
nival. The men that worked were 
already feasting in company of 
the other elders of the community 
who had come to felicitate with my 
dad for the feat. I found my way to 
where my old man was seated and I 
asked him how he was going to pay 
for all of the work done considering 
the number of people that were 
available to work. He said the pay-
ment was in kind and not in cash. 
He in fact said they actually came 
to repay him as he had done same 
for each and every one of them. 

He further informed me that the 
next circle was starting the next 
Tuesday and this would continue 
till the house was completed. To 
me; I looked forward with great 
expectation to the day the ‘Com-
munity Cooperators’ would come 
again to repay my dad with raising 
the 7 bedroom bungalow to the 
next level. This communal effort 
continued till the house was roofed 
and we moved into our new home 
with excitement and celebrations.

As we grew older, my old man 
insisted that the structure must not 
be demolished when we wanted 
something more modern. He al-
lotted lands to any of us ready to 
build and only allowed turnaround 
renovations from time to time on 
the ‘communal ‘structure. The latest 
of such renovations was Four years 
ago when papa turned 95 years and 
was christened the ‘Odionwele’ (the 

oldest man) of my community. The 
house is almost a modern structure 
via several innovative renovations. 
What amazes me most about this 
structure is the sturdiness of the 
walls. You try to bury a nail in the 
wall to hang a Calendar or Photo 
Frame; such nail must be tornado 
nail; otherwise, you should be 
ready for some hard times with 
the wall.

…to be continued
 

Speaking with Ganiyu Olatubosun Akanbi, the managing director of Bosedgi Farms, currently located at Oke-Aro at 
Matogun, Ogun State one gets to appreciate not only his vast knowledge of Animal Science for which he has a B.Sc 
degree (University of Benin, 1994) but his patriotic fervour to see the best happening in his country, Nigeria.
Before his undergraduate days, he had gained relevant knowledge at the Institute of Agriculture and Research Training 
that later became part of Obafemi Awolowo University between 1986 and 1988. Subsequently, during his national youth 
service he worked in a feedmill under the Ministry of Agriculture, Abeokuta. He was certainly in his elements on what 
it takes to run a successful poultry farm. Excerpts.
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I
t is common for people to 
struggle with a definition 
of ‘charisma’in relation to 
communication and the 

social sciences.
Ultimately charisma is the 

result of excellent commu-
nication and interpersonal 
skills, as these skills can be 
learned and developed - so 
developing your charisma is 
possible.

 How to be Charismatic:
Becoming charismatic 

involves paying careful atten-
tion to how you interact with 
other people; the traits that 
make up charisma are posi-
tive and appealing to others. 

The charismatic person 
uses their skills to get people 
on their side, perhaps from 
a professional, ideological 
or social point of view. For 
these reasons charisma is 
often linked to leadership 
skills - being charismatic can 
be an important trait of a suc-
cessful leader.

When asked to think 
about a charismatic person 
most people think about a 
public figure, like a politician, 
celebrity or successful leader. 
These people are successful, 
due often to their charisma, 
but there are also many ‘or-
dinary’ people who possess a 
charismatic personality.  The 
popular child at school, the 
staff in the restaurant who 
make the most tips, the popu-
lar person in the office who is 
friends with everybody.

Some people are more 
charismatic than others - we 
can recognise charisma but 
what makes it? This writeup 
explores some of the traits 
of the charismatic person 

and how such traits may be 
developed.

 Being charismatic means 
being confident:

Charismatic people are 
confident people – or at least 
have the ability to appear 
confident.

Being confident to com-
municate in a variety of situ-
ations, one-to-one, in groups 
and in front of audiences 
is a skill that many people 
struggle with.  A charismatic 
person can not only appear 
confident in communication 
but they can also help others 
feel confidence too, thus aid-
ing and enhancing the com-
munication process.  Charis-
matic people are confident in 
a positive way, without being 
boastful or egotistical.

 Showing optimism
As with confidence charis-

matic people are, or have the 
ability to appear, optimistic.

This means they try to 
see the best in other people, 
situations and events - they 
usually remain cheerful and 
‘bubbly’.  Charismatic people 
have the capability to en-
courage others to see things 
as they do, thus they can 
enthuse and enable others to 
feel more optimistic. 

 Being an emotional 
player

The ability to appear con-
fident and/or optimistic if 
you are not requires a certain 
amount of ‘acting’. Although 
charismatic people are very 
good at showing their true 
emotions when this works to 
their best advantage, they are 
usually also good at masking 
or acting in a way that makes 
others believe what they 

Charisma:  Part 1
see.  The analogy of a swim-
ming swan is useful in this 
example, calm and serene on 
the surface but with a lot of 
hidden activity out of view 
to the casual observer.

Being interesting and 
interested:

Charismatic people are 
both interesting as they are 
interested in others, people 
want to listen to what they 
have to say, and they are in-
terested in listening to what 
others have to say too.

Charismatic people are 
often good storytellers, with 
an engaging manner when 
speaking and explaining.  
They are able to communicate 
their message clearly and 
concisely, being serious and 
injecting humour where ap-
propriate to keep their audi-
ence attentive and focused.  
When they are in one-on-one 
or small group situations, 
charismatic people will use 
open, relaxed, body language 
including lots of eye contact.  
They will watch for feed-
back from their audience and 
clarify their position accord-
ingly.  When in larger groups 
or making a presentation to 
others, body language will 
be more exaggerated in an 
attempt to include everybody.

Charismatic people are 
also interested in others.  
They are likely to ask open 
questions to help them un-
derstand the views, opinions 
and feelings of others and, 
because of their ability to 
make others feel at ease, will 
often get honest and heartfelt 
answers.   The charismatic 
person can be empathetic and 
considerate towards others, 

Nwaodu Lawrence 
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remembering details from 
previous conversations and 
therefore gaining respect 
and trust.

A sincere smile, maintain-
ing eye contact, being polite 
and courteous is a very effec-
tive way of getting people on 
your side.  People are much 
more likely to do things for 
you if they are treated well 
and you are nice to them.

 Demonstrating intel-
ligence

As charismatic people 
want to be able to communi-
cate effectively with others 
they are usually good at ini-
tiating conversations.  They 
tend to be intelligent, with 
an up-to-date knowledge on 
current affairs and rounded 
general knowledge.  This 
makes small talk, the some-
times awkward beginnings 
of conversations, easier.

Endless opportunities

I
n life what is considered 
to be the scarcest com-
modity is opportunity. 
Many times when one 
has the privilege of chat-

ting with people about life 
you realise what they are all 
waiting for is that big break, 
that singular opportunity 
that would turn their lives 
around. They spend time 
daydreaming, expecting the 
opportunity to land on them 
like ripe mango off the tree. In-
numerable number of people 
has lost countless opportuni-
ties because they are waiting 
for that singular opportunity. 
Some have even wasted a for-
tune looking for that same op-
portunity outside the shores 
of their country. No doubt op-

portunity must be truly scarce 
according to them, because if 
it is not scarce in your nation 
you cannot be searching for it 
in another nation where they 
think there is an abundance 
of it. How do you find what 
you do not know? How do you 
take advantage of what you 
cannot recognise? That is a 
million dollar question begging 
for answers. That is where 
majority of the people have 
found themselves like blind 
men leading other blind men, 
you can perceive that their 
level of ignorance is second to 
none. Little wonder why only 
few people are successful in 
life and majority are languish-
ing in poverty or slaving the 
remaining days of their lives 
out. Without a change of un-
derstanding, without a rude 
awakening as to what oppor-
tunities truly are, they will all 
end their lives looking for that 
proverbial opportunity that 
never exists.

Now what are the endless 
opportunities? Every problem 
you see and identify is an op-
portunity; it becomes your 

opportunity when you take 
responsibility for proffering 
solution to it. Every product or 
service that you see that are in 
existence is your opportunity 
because they are begging for 
change. 

Any product or service 
that you can see has becomes 
obsolete the moment they 
arrive at the marketplace. It 
becomes your opportunity 
when you take responsibility 
for improving on it. Without 
much ado, you will bear me 
witness that what we have 
going for us is nothing short 
of endless opportunities and 
possibilities. 

Every process of conver-
sion from their raw state to 
your personal opportunity is 
always filled with supposed 
challenges, but that is the least 
of your problem. Most people 
are dissipating energy on what 
is not opportunity every day 
and they do not know. What 
is most important to you is the 
identification and recognition 
of what opportunity is. With 
this understanding, processing 
opportunity becomes easy. 

The most important lesson a 
man can be taught in life is 
this, having this understand-
ing of what opportunity is. The 
purpose of going to school and 
having a career should be this. 
No man or woman with this 
understanding can ever be a 
burden to their society. 

They are always a bless-
ing, they are celebrated and 
appreciated, and they are hon-
ored amongst their peers. This 
should be the reason for living. 
There is no man that does 
not have endless opportunity 
staring them in the face all day 
long. And there is so much joy 
and peace when you wake up 
every day knowing you are 
the solution to other people’s 
problems, or you are causing 
a change positively in your 
world. You can never run out 
of opportunity because you 
can never run out of problems. 
My prayer for you this season 
is that the GOOD LORD will 
open your eyes to recognise 
the opportunities around you 
and grant you the grace to 
maximise them in Jesus name. 
Remain blessed.

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

SPIRITONOMICS The making of a 
refined personality

(Excerpt from The Art of 
Refinement by Mavi Isibor)

Mavi Sokia Isibor- The 
Etiquette Icon is the Author 
of The Art of Refinement, 
Nigeria’s first resource mate-
rial on Etiquette. She is also 
Group CEO of Poise Nigeria 
Limited, Nigeria’s premier 
and foremost Personality 
and Image branding consul-
tancy firm.

For comments, questions 
and contributions, kindly 
send a mail to msi@poiseni-
geria.org

MAVI ISIBOR

T
his section brings us 
to the following ques-
tions: What is person-
ality? What does it 

mean? Where does it spring 
from? How is it developed?

 What is personality?
Hundreds of psychologists 

have had a lot to say on the 
subject. In the midst of these 
voices and opinions, the fol-
lowing definition holds sway 
in the world of psychology 
primarily because it captures 
the essential elements of per-
sonality: Personality is the 
set of psychological traits 
within the individual that 
are organised and relatively 
enduring and that influence 
his or her interactions with, 
and adaptations to the physi-
cal, and social environments.

Personality can be anal-
ysed at these three levels:

1. Like all others (the hu-
man nature level, or the ways 
in which we are all alike)

2. Like some others (the 
level of individual and group 
differences, or the ways in 
which we are like some peo-
ple but unlike others).

3. Like no others (the indi-
vidual uniqueness level or the 
ways in which we are unlike 
any other person).

For the purpose of our dis-
course, levels 2 and 3 hold the 
most significance for us; and 
going by the definition and 
classification given, we can 
infer that it is possible to have 
a group personality just as 
much as it is certain that there 
are individual personalities.

At whatever level we may 
choose to view it, personality 
can be understood as a set of 
psychological traits that affect 
how an individual or a group 
of people interact with and 
adapt to their physical and 
social environment. Since the 
word ‘psychology’ suggests 
the mental life of a person, 
and the word ‘trait’ refers 
to the idiosyncrasies that 
characterise a person, we can 
coin a simpler definition of 
personality for the purpose 
of this book.

Personality is therefore, an 
individual’s or group’s unique 
pattern of thinking that influ-
ences their behaviour.

How personality is de-
veloped?

 Years of psychological 
research have proven that a 
person’s personality is formed 
under the influence of both 
genes and environment. In 
other words, an individual’s 
personality is shaped by both 
genetic and environmental 
influences. A typical example 
is a girl I used to know, who 
though born and bred in a 
face me I face you environ-
ment, - a less-privileged area 
of Lagos - was raised by par-
ents who were determined 
that their daughter would 
have a better deal than they 
had. In ensuring this, they 
raised her to behave like a 
perfect lady, one that was 
always well dressed and well 
behaved. By insisting that she 

was not allowed to follow 
the trend acceptable in that 
environment, one of which 
was to drop out from school, 
this young lady grew up to 
be radically different from 
everyone around her. This 
scenario is a classic example of 
nature and nurture at work.

The aspects of our makeup 
that constitute the perma-
nent parts of  our personality 
namely: the innate or inborn 
physical and mental traits 
that make us human and our 
temperament can be classi-
fied as springing from genetic 
factors. Attributes like extro-
version and introversion fall 
under this class.

On the other hand, psy-
chologists have agreed that 
though temperament is the 
foundation upon which per-
sonality is built, the features 
that make up a person’s per-
sonality is learned, and ac-
quired over the years. Factors 
such as education, socialisa-
tion, various pressures in life, 
and other various aspects 
affect the personality of an in-
dividual. Of all these environ-
mental influences however, 
the most potent among them 
is cultural influence - culture 
meaning all the knowledge 
and values shared by a people 
or a society.

About five years ago, I wit-
nessed a scene that classically 
illustrates this point.

At Heathrow Airport 
London, a Nigerian woman 
and her six-year old son had 
apparently just arrived. We 
were in a supermarket, and 
after the boy excitedly chose 
a couple of packets of choco-
lates and candies, the mother 
gave him some money to pay 
for his sweets. He took the 
money and rushed to pay at 
the counter. Paying in foreign 
currency was also another 
cause of excitement for the 
boy, when he got to the coun-
ter, even though there were 
already two people ahead of 
him, he pushed his way to 
the front and extended his 
money to the cashier. Very 
politely and sternly, the man 
in front of him turned and 
said “Patience is a virtue. Wait 
for your turn”. Quietly, the 
boy stepped back and took his 
place in the queue. The moth-
er who was standing a few 
paces away, had decided to 
allow him the responsibility 
of facilitating the transaction, 
marvelled at how quickly he 
fell in line.

Before that experience, I 
had always wondered at how 
developed countries came to 
be as orderly as they were.
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It is seven months since 
Suntory Beverages and Food 
Nigeria began operations in 
Nigeria with Lucozade and Ri-
bena, what has been the expe-
rience so far?

Y
es, we acquired this 
business from GSK. 
We started fully 
on October 1, 2016. 
This is a Nigerian 

company and it is very inter-
esting that we have been so 
accepted. Despite the challeng-
ing economic situation, we are 
glad that we still keep on mov-
ing. However, you cannot talk 
about the operations or your 
business experience without 
talking about the external 
environment. This external 
environment drives the con-
sumption of your products; the 
demand of your products and 
the effectiveness and efficien-
cy of how businesses are done. 
From an external point of view 
it has been quite tough on the 
economy starting from the 
devaluation of the currency 
against other major currencies 
which affected the availability 
of forex cum the very high ex-
change rate. So, from that point 
of view it has been quite chal-
lenging but Suntory is not the 
only company that is affected 
by these challenges.

GlaxoSmithKline is still 
very much linked with Lu-
cozade and Ribena, what are 
you doing to change this?

I think the interesting thing 
is that our brands are known 
which makes it quite easy for 
us. What we are working on is 
trying to know who is behind 
the success of these brands 
which is Suntory. Lucozade 
and Ribena have been with Ni-
gerians, which I will call “their 
brands”; it is Nigerians’ brands 
and the products have been 
with them for over four de-
cades so we know it may take a 
while but Suntory is definitely 
here to stay and satisfy our 
consumers.

To what extent do you 
source your raw materials lo-
cally?

While Suntory manufac-
tures locally in the country, 
some components of the raw 
materials and a couple of the 
machineries are imported. 
However, in order to efficient-
ly manage our resources, we 
have expanded our search for 

more of our materials locally 
and adequately integrate more 
locally.

What percentage of raw 
materials for Lucozade and Ri-
bena do you therefore source 
locally?

I think it is a little bit difficult 
to put a percentage to that but I 
will say a big part of our materi-
als are sourced locally.

The economic recession ap-
pears lingering, what has been 
your strategy in handling it 
across your business?

The challenges have been 
quite obvious; first, there is a 
huge rise in the cost of pro-
duction. We have huge cost of 
production as high as 60/70 
percent and in some cases, we 
actually have price increases 
of raw materials of more than 
100 percent. A good example is 
sugar. Another is the high cost 
of diesel for energy. So the en-
tire cost of production has actu-
ally gone up. However, for us at 
Suntory, we see all these as an 
opportunity to look inward; we 
see it as an opportunity to chal-
lenge our ways of working; we 
see it as an opportunity to even 
challenge our procurement 
procedures amongst other is-
sues therein. Although it has 
been tough but tapping into 
the opportunities particularly 
in terms of looking inwards to 
better articulate an efficient 
and effective manufacturing 
procedures, have helped us to 
manage the recession. Thus, 
we believe that as the economy 
continues to improve, those 
good habits, those good behav-
iours that we have put in place 
are going to work for us, and 
are already working for us.

Lucozade has been dragged 
into matters of safety in its 
composition, particularly with 
regards to benzoic acid, could 
you explain the present situa-
tion?

This issue actually gave us 
an opportunity to re-assure our 
numerous consumers about 
the high standard of qual-
ity and safety that Suntory is 
known for. The facts are there 
because part of the law guiding 
the manufacturing of products 
like Lucozade in the country 
specifies that your formula-
tion should be clearly stated on 
your product packs. So for us it 
was quite simple to show that 
Lucozade contains no Benzoic 

Acid. While other people are 
talking about having Benzoic 
Acid at the acceptable limit, 
but for Suntory it is completely 
zero quantity, and it is clearly 
stated there on our bottles for 
everybody to actually read it. 
The allegation came as a sur-
prise to us.

I understand that Benzoic 
acid is used for food preserva-
tion. If that is true what are 
you using to preserve Suntory 
products including Lucozade?

There are several options of 
preservatives and we use an 
option that is better and ac-
cepted globally. Suntory does 
not use Benzoic Acid as a pre-
servative for Lucozade and 
other products. Suntory being 
a global company does not only 
follow acceptable laws locally 
but globally acceptable laws. 
For us, we actually researched 
on a safer preservative and that 
is what we use, which is actual-
ly clearly written on our bottle.

There are different levels 
of Benzoic acid usage by coun-
tries. For example, America 
uses 1000, India 500, Nigeria 
uses 300 or 250, and then 
when you say international 

We don’t use Benzoic Acid as preservatives 
for our products, says Suntory MD

standard, which of the coun-
try’s standard are you follow-
ing?

To avoid this issue of what 
is acceptable in Nigeria and 
what is acceptable elsewhere 
that is why I say as a global 
organisation we follow what-
ever is considered as a global 
guideline whether in the US, 
UK or Nigeria. For us the Nige-
rian consumer is as important 
as the consumer in America, 
in Europe or anywhere. We 
have over the years researched 
for a safer preservative to use 
that is not Benzoic acid. So, if 
you take Lucozade produced 
in Nigeria to any other part of 
the world, it will be accepted. If 
you actually look at our bottle, 
it is clearly written on it.  We 
produce Lucozade and Ribena 
with the same highest level of 
ingredient, under the best hy-
gienic conditions.

How did you feel when you 
got the media reports alleging 
the use of Benzoic Acid by Lu-
cozade?

For us, it was a big surprise 
because we were not contact-
ed by the Consumer Protec-
tion Council (CPC) so we can 

state our case fairly. When we 
saw the reports in print and 
online, we contacted the CPC 
and they alleged that the body 
was misquoted in the media. In 
Nigeria, there are two-govern-
ment agencies saddled with the 
certification and validation of 
our manufacturing processes; 
which are the National Agency 
for Food Drugs Administration 
and Control (NAFDAC) and the 
Standard Organisation of Ni-
geria (SON). Both agencies visit 
our sites every quarter for a 
routine inspection after which 
they give us certification. These 
also include their yearly in-
spection which they conduct 
with beverage manufacturers. 
So if both agencies have not 
faulted us in those areas, the 
allegations from the CPC defi-
nitely came to us as a surprise. 
However, our responsibility is 
to continue to assure our con-
sumers of the highest quality 
standard of Suntory products 
including Lucozade and Ribena 
and we will welcome the CPC 
anytime they decide to visit 
our facilities. This matter again, 
gave us an opportunity to edu-
cate our esteemed consumers 
that they do not need to panic, 
all they require is to simply buy 
a bottle of any of our products 
and look at the label which 
states clearly the content of the 
refreshing drink they have in 
their hands.

Now that the beverage in-
dustry appears to be on the re-
ceiving end of some of these al-
legations, what is the industry 
doing to avert negative prod-
uct perception concerning the 
use of preservatives?

The issue is still fresh but 
we will address it at the right 
forum. It may be at the level 
of the Manufacturers Associa-
tion of Nigeria or somewhere 
else. In the right forum, we will 
be able to look at the issues be-
cause most of these things are 
better tackled when you have 
a bigger collaboration; par-
ticularly for the government 
to understand that we are 
all partners and we also care 
about the well-being of every 
Nigerian that use our products. 
Also, it should be noted that 
our families and ourselves are 
still consumers of these brands 
so we definitely have the duty 
of care to ourselves and fellow 
Nigerians.  

Chinedum Okereke is the Managing Director of Suntory Beverage and Food Nigeria Ltd. The company had seven months ago acquired 
Lucozade and Ribena and has gradually continued to further endear the brands to its esteemed consumers. The Managing Director 
spoke to BusinessDay recently on a number of issues while acknowledging that despite the economic recession in Nigeria, Suntory 
is weathering the storm albeit its pragmatic management approach that is been executed by a highly dedicated workforce. He 
also clarified the air on the rumour that the company uses Benzoic Acid in preserving its products. Excerpts….

Chinedum Okereke
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‘I dream of making a sculpture over 300 feet tall’

W
hy the passion 
for art?
I did not start 
out doing art. 
Somehow, my 

parents did not feel it was a good 
course so I did not study art 
in secondary school. Unfortu-
nately my WAEC (school leaving 
exam) subjects did not include 
art, so I ended up studying mar-
keting at the Nekede Polytechnic 
in Imo State and graduated with 
an OND. But, I was still doing my 
art on the side, making posters, 
cards, and banners for shows 
and doing small commissions. I 
did not feel fulfilled and started 
asking myself a lot of questions 
and became discouraged.  In 
the end, I decided to re-sit my 
WAEC with art as one of my 
subjects and was eventually 
accepted at the University of 
Nigeria in Nsukka to study art. 
It was 10 years after graduating 
from secondary school that I was 
finally able to go to university to 
study art.

Can you recall memories of 
your university years?

When I went to university, 
I took a big risk because at the 
time, I did not know any profes-
sional artist, but I had a huge 
yearning to continue my studies. 
A miracle happened the first 
day I got to the university. I had 
traveled to Nsukka without my 
parents’ knowledge, and I had 
no idea how long the trip would 
take. The road was terrible and it 
took me over three hours to get 
there. When I finally made it to 
the Art Department, I felt I was 
in paradise. Everything was so 
intriguing. I was amazed by the 
beautiful art works and sculp-
tures. I noticed a newspaper clip-
ping on the student notice board, 
stating that an artist had won 
thousands of pounds in Osaka, 
Japan. The winner was Prof. El 
Anatsui and I was amazed. I did 
not know artists could aspire to 
have international careers and 
travel abroad. That publication 
caused a paradigm shift in my 
thinking. Besides focusing on 
my studies, I began looking for 
competitions to enter my works. 
During my first year, I submitted 
a work into a Red Cross competi-
tion in Lagos which focused on 
the theme of women, children 
and war. My piece was among 
the top works featured and 
someone offered to buy my work 
for N15,000 which was a lot of 
money at the time. It was heaven 
to me. I realized an artist can be 
successful and have a lucrative 
career.

Who influenced your choice 
of art as a career?

My biggest influence was Prof 
Chike Aniakor. He was ready at 

whatever time of day or night, 
to critique our works and teach 
and encourage us. He was such 
a marvelous teacher. In terms of 
color, my greatest mentor was 
Prof. Krydz Ikwuemesi who 
taught me color and inspired 
me to get a first class degree in 
art. My final year thesis was on 
his Pan African Circle of Artists 
(PACA) initiative which was 
fascinating.

After graduation, I came to 
Lagos in 2003 and spent my 
time working on art and visit-
ing galleries and exhibitions. I 
even submitted my works to 
the American Women’s Bazaar 
at Chevron at the time. I hung 
on to Chike Aniakor’s words 
“Never give up!”  I remember 
visiting Signature Gallery and 
after looking at my work, they 
told me to get out. I was furious 
but determined, so I went back 
to my studio and started mak-
ing new works. I went back to 
Signature with my new works 
and Rahman Akar, the owner, 
wanted to kick me out again – 
but when he took a closer look at 
my works, he was surprised and 
told me to come and sit down. 
That was my breakthrough. I 
believe God has a way of arrang-
ing things. One day, I wanted to 
print a poster and went to a local 
printer where I noticed a guy 
editing an art catalogue on his 
laptop. We started talking and 
it turned out to be Tayo Olayede, 
who was working on an exhibi-
tion with Jess Castellote of Pan 
African University. I used to 
carry around a stack of photos 
of my work and when Tayo saw 
my pictures, he introduced me 
to Jess.  I did not have a car then, 
so I chartered a taxi and carried 
two panels and a painting to my 
first meeting with Jess at the 
Lagos Business School. When 
Jess saw my work, he said, “Oh 
my goodness, you’re good.”  He 

accepted my work in his exhibi-
tion – which was the first profes-
sionally curated show I took part 
in. My first panel piece still hangs 
at the Lagos Business School. 
That was my first break. I met so 
many great artists through that 
encounter, and since then have 
taken part in many local and 
international shows in Nigeria, 
Holland, France and in the US.

What is your advice to young 
artists?

From my experience, I tell ev-
ery young artist that the greatest 
advantage I had was that I never 
stopped working. Whenever I 
received an assignment, I would 
do three to four different works 
instead of only one. But many 
artists are in a great hurry. I 
believe that you must continue 
to experiment with everything 
you can find, even though the 
cost of materials may be high. I 
went to school very poor and lost 
my Dad during my first year so I 
had to work.  Even when people 
discourage you, just go back 
and continue.  When you work 
incessantly, you perfect your 
craft. That is what our masters 
have understood and taught. 
I had the opportunity to listen 
to Professor El Anatsui when 
he spoke to a group of us. He 
said “first you focus on the me-
dium, then the medium begins 
to know you, then you become 
the medium.”  This inspired me. 
I have come to understand that 
when you work together with a 
medium – the medium becomes 
you; it becomes part of your life. 
That is what I have tried to do 
with my panel work.

How do you create a hanging 
work?

Creating my wooden panels 
is a journey and an adventure. 
I get different types of wood 
depending on how I intend to 

work them, hang them on the 
wall and then sketch on them. 
I usually work on several dif-
ferent pieces at the same time. 
I try to depict different angels 
of similar themes.  I carve, burn, 
chisel the wood before I paint 
them and clad them with re-
cycled metals of different colors. 
Whenever I work on the wood, 
I think of conflict resolution. I 
believe people create conflict; 
it is manmade. So, I ask myself, 
how can I get different panels to 
agree? Sometimes they match or 
do not match. What I like is the 
adventure because you do not 
know how the materials will 
juxtapose. I find this exciting.

What is the difference between 
your “nude series” of artworks 
and other wooden slat works?

My monochrome pieces which 
I call “nude” come in one piece 
rather than in panels.  Chal-
lenges usually make me create 
and try to solve problems. My 
nude pieces are compilations. 
Again it’s a type of conflict reso-
lution. I make small squares and 
create a story of harmony where 
we agree to disagree. The process 
of breaking down the big panels 
into small pieces is a form of 
compromise. We need to reduce 
so that we can agree.

What is special about ‘People’s 
Paradise’?

It is people who can make 
paradise. I am generally a happy 
person. That is how God made 
me. I believe that paradise is 
what people make it.  All our 
troubles, wars, kidnappings; 
people choose to do that and peo-
ple can also choose to do good. 
Sometimes I try to create a per-
fect society in my head. I hope 
to see people’s paradise because 
I believe that everything bad 
that has happened to human-
ity and to Africa is manmade. 

We are turning our paradise 
into something else. A miracle 
will not happen. Life should be 
a paradise but it is people who 
make it happen. People have to 
resolve their conflicts. I try to 
solve some of our problems and 
address global issues with my 
works. Many of my works are 
about human beings’ ability to 
decide to create paradise. What 
we do is what we get.

What are you hoping to 
achieve with works on urban-
ization issues?

Often the community makes 
it so difficult to survive. I live 
close to Makoko. Every day, I ask 
myself how can people live here? 
People literally live in holes. 
Yesterday it rained and people 
struggled in abject conditions 
but there is land everywhere. 
This is a huge problem in Africa. 
Humans are not animals.  We 
need to think about proper hous-
ing and shelter for everyone. 
Government has a role to play; 
they are not providing what 
they should and making it very 
difficult. Another problem is hu-
man greed.

What are the themes of your 
new sculptures?

Every good resource we have 
in Africa has caused a problem. 
We find oil or gold or land and 
people carry guns and fight over 
it.  My work titled ‘Black Gold’ 
is made up of small gold figures. 
They are all intrinsically good. If 
we were to divide the oil income 
amongst Nigerians there would 
be no poverty. Every individual 
is a gold mine. But the figures 
are pushing and shoving each 
other. We need to somehow get 
smaller and get attached so that 
we can all become big together.

What influenced the collage 
works on telecoms recharge 
cards?

I have been doing the recharge 
card works for years. In a way it 
has to do with conflict resolu-
tion. Why can’t we simply live 
in harmony? The telephone 
recharge card is a binding fac-
tor. If the Nigerian army were 
to invade Sambisa forest, where 
Boko Haram has their strong-
hold, they would use telecom-
munications to call each other to 
coordinate their attack.  When it 
comes to recharge cards, we are 
all in agreement. It is just like 
the internet which has allowed 
all of us to be connected. I look 
at recharge cards in the same 
way.  Many conflicts in Syria, 
Nigeria, Afghanistan could be 
overcome if we chose to agree. 
The recharge card is one medium 
that everyone uses irrespective 

With a rare ability to work with a multitude of found objects, Gerald Chukwuma, a celebrated visual artist, has 
an unforgettable visual language, in which he uses African symbols and patterns in refreshing new ways. He 
tells OBINNA EMELIKE in this interview, his artistic journey, inspiration, feats among others.

Continues on page 34 



Arts
34 C002D5556SUNDAYBD  Sunday  30 April  2017

Nigerian Prince wins big at Tribeca 
Film Festival, New York

I dream of making a sculpture...

of their tribe, relationships, and ethnicity. 
The cards also have all the colors in the 
palette.  I started collecting and conserv-
ing them because most of the recharge 
cards do not even exist anymore. They 
have become part of our national history. 
So my work has historical significance 
and also has a conceptual role to play.

What is your most controversial work 
and how did the audience react?

Audiences differ. In Nigeria I have had 
people interested in my work but out-
side Nigeria, audiences sometimes get 
shocked. Some people come and look at 
my works for hours. The reactions are 
very encouraging. My most controversial 
piece – was “Chop” (in which I featured 
empty plates and spoons). I was angry and 
wondering why are there so many empty 
plates and empty spoons in the midst of 

N
igerian Prince, a proposed 
new movie on Nigerian 
email scammers, written 
and directed by Faraday 
Okoro and produced by Biyi 

Bandele and Oscar Hernandez-Topete, 
has won a $1million AT&T grant at the 
Tribeca Film Festival in New York.

Nigerian Prince was announced winner 
on April 19, 2017 at the film fiesta after 
a hard-fought pitching session tagged 
‘AT&T Presents: Untold Stories’ featuring 
scripts from four other talented film-
makers.

The winning movie script swayed a 
green light committee led by Fiona Carter, 
chief brand officer, AT&T, after listening 
to a pitch on its story idea, budget and film 
script. Also listed in the committee were 
Hollywood actors Jeffrey Wright and An-
thony Mackie, Josh Deutsch (chairman/
CEO, Downtown Records), Lee Daniels 
(Film Producer), Len Amato (president, 
HBO Films) and Frida Torresblanco (film 
producer).

The session was the first edition of the 
AT&T and Tribeca new film initiative.

AT&T will provide funding of up to 
$1 million for Faraday Okoro and Biyi 
Bandele to create his film, and Tribeca 
will provide mentorship from seasoned 
professionals. In addition, AT&T plans to 
distribute the winning film across several 
of its video platforms, including DIRECTV 
NOW, AT&T’s streaming over-the-top 
service.

Nigerian Prince is based on the notori-
ous email scams that have proved a plague 
to both local and international law au-
thorities. The plot centres on a stubborn 
Nigerian-America teenager who is sent 
to Nigeria against his will. Things take an 
unexpected turn when the protagonist 
joins forces with an internet scammer, in 
order to return to the United States.

Biyi is a famous Nigerian filmmaker, 
novelist and playwright. His trajectory 
into the creative sphere began in 1987 at 
the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, 
where he studied Drama.

After spending 18 years in Northern Ni-

plenty. Chop. I am not controversial but I 
like to speak the truth.

Do you think it is important for artists 
to be provocative through their art?

Yes. Everyone has a role to play. But 
art is not just conceptual. It is also used 
to create fiction. We should tell our story 
in different ways. It is important that 
we point at issues that we love and hate. 
Everyone is part of the community and 
has a role to play.

What do you think about conceptual 
art? Do you think there is a place for 
politics in your work?

Art is like giving birth. Not everyone 
gives birth to a soldier. Some works we 
give birth to are army officers while oth-
ers are reverend fathers or teachers. We 
should use art to speak on different levels.

How do you decide on which art form 
to use to express a particular message?

geria, Bandele harboured a strong desire 
to be a writer from a tender age winning 
his first award at the age of 14.

Since moving to London in 1990 at the 
age of 22, he has worked with Royal Court 
Theatre, the Royal Shakespeare Company, 
Talawa Theatre Company, Royal National 
Theatre Studio, Bush Theatre and Uni-
versity of Cambridge at different times.
As a playwright, Bandele has published 
several works including; The Man Who 

I love to paint and have painted all my 
life. But I enjoy the texture of wood be-
cause there is structure. The adventure 
of burning, carving, chiseling wood gets 
me more excited than when I paint on a 
single canvas.

Who do you can about the intriguing 
installation of masks?

I used the same cast for all the masks 
and the inspiration was that we all come 
from the same cast. But the production 
process changes who we are. This means 
we have the basis for agreement since the 
masks have the same cast. Who we are 
today is part of the process of production 
that was influenced by our family, our 
community, ours school. And yet, we all 
started life as a baby. So there is no reason 
for conflict.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years 
time?

Came in from the Back of Beyond (1991), 
The Street (1999) and Burma Boy (2007), 
which earned acclaim.

He made his directorial debut film Half 
of a Yellow Sun which was screened 
at the 2013 Toronto International Film 
Festival and Fifty which screened at 
the London Film Festival, both of them 
earning international critical-acclaim in 
Nigeria and the UK.  The director signed 
with the Temple Management Company 

I have always thought about creating 
monumental outdoor sculptures. I do not 
want to work in metal however.  I dream 
of making a sculpture over 300 feet tall. 
It will come to pass. If I had resources I 
would do it tomorrow morning.

Beyond art who else do you love doing?
I love cooking. I find it so interesting. 

If I was not an artist, I would have been 
a chef. Imagine, I can cook up to 18 dif-
ferent types of rice, and then you can 
use rice and create different forms…the 
possibilities are endless. My best channel 
is the Food Network on DSTV. I love cook-
ing for my family every Sunday. When I 
was young, I used to cook for my father 
everyday, and the whole family looked 
forward to my unique Christmas dinners. 
I would experiment with different ingre-
dients. When I am in the kitchen, I never 
get tired; I can literally cook for hours. It 
is so creative! 

in January.
As well, Faraday is a New York City-

based Nigerian-American filmmaker. He 
attended Howard University and NYU 
Graduate Film School. Faraday’s films 
have screened in numerous film festivals 
worldwide, including Tribeca, LA Film 
Festival, and the Palm Springs Interna-
tional Shortsfest. In 2016, Faraday was 
included in Movie Maker Magazine’s 25 
Screenwriters to Watch.

Continued from page 33 
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Anu D Lady Ekwe clinches most outstanding 
performer award at African Drums Festival

A
n u  D  L a d y 
Ekwe, the de-
le ctable  and 
i n i m i t a b l e 
lady drummer, 

dancer and songstress of 
international repute, has 
clinched the Most Out-
standing Performer award 
in the individual category at 
the just concluded African 
Drums Festival in Abeo-
kuta, Ogun State.

The cultural fiesta, which 
debuted last year was or-
ganised by the Ogun State 
Government.

Anu, who is Nigeria’s only 
female Ekwe percussionist, 
gave a breathtaking per-
formance, displaying her 
dexterity with the musical 
instrument, deft stage per-
formance and compelling 
commend of voice sound 
to the admiration of the 
packed audience.

The songstress, who was 

IFEOMA OKEKE 

The GTBank Food and Drink Fair: A culinary 
experience you cannot afford to miss

Food lovers, ranging from 
Jollof rice devotees to cu-
linary adventurists can 

once again look forward to an 
unparalleled culinary experi-
ence as the 2nd edition of the 
GTBank Food & Drink Fair is 
set to hold during the Worker’s 
Day holiday on Sunday April 
30-Monday May 1, 2017.

The 2-day event, which is free 
to attend, will offer vibrant, 
exciting and enterprising small 
businesses in the food industry 
a free platform to create and 
exhibit some of the most fasci-
nating food experiences, rang-
ing from fresh farm products 
to ready-to-eat meals. The fair 
will feature a Farmers’ Market, 
where SMEs involved in agri-
culture will showcase and sell 
fresh and organic farm products, 
and a Baking Masterclass for 
children kids.

There will also be a diverse 
range of restaurants offering 
mouth-watering dishes, outdoor 
grills and thrilling entertain-
ment, as well as, savoury wine 
tastings to enable attendees ex-
perience an exciting and eclectic 
mix of undiscovered brands and 
household names alike.

Another major feature of the 
event will be Masterclasses be 

Leading bloggers and fashion 
industry powerhouses joined 
Simi Esiri, publisher and edi-

tor-in-chief, SCHICK Magazine and 
Titi Adesanya, Creative Director, 
SCHICK Magazine to announce 
the official launch of SCHICK 
Magazine, the highly anticipated 
fashion, beauty and lifestyle publi-
cation curated for the smart, stylish 
and successful African woman.

The announcement was made 
during an exclusive media briefing, 
which was part of a two-day fash-
ion exhibition to commemorate the 
launch of the magazine.

SCHICK Magazine was inspired 
by the publisher’s experience while 
living in the diaspora and then 
moving back to work in Africa’s 
burgeoning fashion and beauty 
industry.

The magazine style is simple, 
contemporary and creates an ap-
pealing experience for the young 
African woman who is fashion 
conscious and wants to be in-
formed of all the latest develop-
ments in the world of style and 
beauty.

The quarterly issued magazine 
will be packed with engaging con-
tent that includes the latest fashion 
trends, functional fashion, fashion 
history, SCHICKDebates, SCHICK-
Weddings, SCHICKAtWork among 

Schick fashion, lifestyle 
magazine debuts in Nigeria
… promotes African designers, lifestyle

recently conferred with the 
title of African Ambassa-
dor of Music by Tenstrings 
Music Institute, a leading 

music school in Nigeria, 
thrilled the crowd with 
her well choreographed 
dance steps and electrifying 

drum beats, all benefits of 
her tutelage from the stable 
of Atunda Entertainment, 
where creative African 
youths are groomed and 
transformed into world 
class arts.

Adjudged by the organis-
ers of the three-day event 
as the best individual per-
former, Anu was rewarded 
with a prize of N1 million. 
While presenting her with 
the award and cheque, 
Salmot Olapeju Ottun, per-
manent secretary, Ogun 
State Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism, commend-
ed her for her endearing 
and lovely performance at 
the event and said she is a 
great inspiration to teem-
ing youths all over Africa, 
who are seeking veritable 
platforms to express their 
talents.

The music ambassador 
thanked the organisers of 

the event for a job well done 
and also for the recogni-
tion and award bestowed 
on her, which she said is a 
great honour and boost to 
her career.

She promised not to rest 
on her oars and that she 
would continue to be a 
role model for youths. It 
would be recalled that Anu 
and Atunda Entertainment 
also featured in last year’s 
event with Anu winning 
the admiration of Ibikunle 
Amosun, governor of Ogun 
State, who rewarded her for 
her enrich talents.

The three-day event was 
attended by eminent per-
sonalities from all walks of 
life, including royal fathers, 
governors, and the dip-
lomatic community with 
over a hundred participants 
from Nigeria, many Afri-
can countries and also the 
Diaspora.

led by internationally renowned 
chefs such as, Raphael Duntoye, 
chef patron of la petite maison, 
famous food and fitness expert 
Kevin Curry, pop-up restau-
rateur - Lerato Umah-Shaylor 
and renowned food blogger, 
Jehan Powell. Other headliners 
include Ronke Edoho, founder 
of 9jafoodie.com, Nkesi Eny-
ioha, owner of HSE Café, Abiola 
Akanji of Red Dish Chronicles 
and Benedict Okuzu, the West 

African Chef Ambassador for 
German home appliance brand, 
“Miele.”

The GTBank Food and Drink 
Fair is absolutely free to attend 
and guarantees an unparalleled 
food experience for everyone. 
To participate in the Master-
classes holding at the fair, visit 
http://foodanddrink.gtbank.
com/registration/masterclass/ 
to register. many others.

“I strongly believe that the focus 
is now heavily shifting and by 
2025, fashion and entertainment 
industry can be the sustenance 
for the economy. Individuals like 
us need to come together to en-
able this industry grow to where 
it should be”, Simi said.

“Africans have a unique sense 
of style, culture and creativity. 
SCHICK will provide the right in-
ternational platform to showcase 
who we are, what we wear and 
what we do”, Titi said.

As part of the highlight of the 
event, invited guests were taken 
on a journey through the making 
of the magazine and enjoyed an 
art gallery style exhibition with 
pages of the debut issue blown out 
in life-size canvas pieces as well 
as the opportunity to mingle with 
SCHICK’s debut cover star, leading 
award-winning actress Rita Domi-
nic with other notable celebrities 
and influencers in attendance.



Rashidi Yekini’s mother wins big on 
Who Deserves To Be A Millionaire?

F
lanked by the duo of Pa De-
jumo Lewis and Binta Ayo 
Mogaji-Oduleye in the hot 
seat of the popular TV show 
during its recent annual spe-

cial edition tagged Who Deserves To 
Be A Millionaire?  And with their joint 
effort, Hajia Sikirat Akanke Yekini 
(mother of the late Super Eagles’ striker, 
Rashidi Yekini) won N2M. It was indeed 
a heartwarming event for everyone 
present.

When she was asked about how she 
felt being on the programme she said, 
“This has simply revealed to me that 
God exists. Also, I am getting to realize 
that there are still some good people 
in our midst. Everything is still like a 
dream to me”.

Explaining further, she said, “Ah! 
Thank you. When the representative 
of this company contacted me that 
he would be coming to visit me, all 
the way from Lagos, and that I should 
consider him as one of my sons, I could 
not believe it. He said they wanted 
to celebrate with me and reward me. 
He now said something that touched 
my heart: “we want to do part of what 
Rashidi would have further done for 
you if he had been around”. Honestly, 

Stories by MABEL DIMMA

GCGT7: Lagos get ready, you are next!
Abuja and Port Harcourt audi-

tions of Gods Children Great 
talent held recently and going 

by the calibre of talents showcased in 
those towns, it is ideal to say the Lagos 
regional audition has to bring on its 
strongest talent game.

Port Harcourt contestants did not 
only bring their A-game, they brought 
the extras as seen in some talents dis-
played. Guitarist, Pamela Scott, Singer, 
Nengi Jaja, Dance Groups, X3M Flux, 
Rising Stars, The Healers and other 
contestants at the venue showed scouts 
how great talents roll.

The regional scouts were very im-
pressed by the amount of contestants 
that showed up for the auditions. Not 
just that, they were also moved by 
the level of dedication displayed by 
contestants. Dance hall artiste, Dun-
can Mighty while commenting on the 
amazing talents showcased said, “The 
talents I see right here are already our 
future stars, and to prove it I’m already 
requesting a photograph with a few”.

“To be honest, the talents at this audi-
tion today have made my day. I don’t 
even know how to describe the expe-
rience. You guys are too much; indeed 
God’s children have great special talent. 
Anyone who doubts should just watch 
the show,” he added.

The Port Harcourt audition came right 
after Abuja auditions which held on the 
second week in April, with Lagos pegged 
as the next and last stop. Lagos audition 
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I was touched.
At a time when many dubious and crafty 

elements resort to tricks to obtain cash or 
things from others, how did he convince 
her that she believed him? “Listen to me! 
How would I believe him when several 
people had called me like that before him 
and I never saw them?” she asked.

“It is only some fabricated stories 
people would begin to tell me they read 
about me after I would have spoken to 
them. You know I cannot read. But im-
mediately I saw this gentleman, clean 

young man, he greeted me very well 
and asked that my children should join 
us, it was as if he had known us before. 
He told us his mission. He did not talk 
too much; my people, the rest are his-
tory today.

So having won such huge sum of mon-
ey, one can only assume how she feels. 
Asked how she felt, she retorted, “Are 
you asking again? Don’t I look fresher? 
They transported me down here with 
my children-Hakeem and Simiat. They 
put us in the hotel, and have been feed-

ing us. They even bought drugs for me. 
Look, whoever says there’s no God is 
not fit to live; if this is a dream, it is a 
good one, in a nice sleep. There is God...
and there are people. Good people with 
good hearts.

“I am an old woman. What again 
would I spend on other than food and 
medication? Let me tell you, the essence 
of events like this in human life cannot 
be quantified! It gives longevity. That 
is the feeling I am having now. I am 
going to live longer. I have just seen 
life, yet again in another perspective. 
Also, maybe I should tell you that the 
organizers have assured me of their 
guidance to enable me spend the money 
meaningfully,” she said smilingly, while 
responding to how she intends to spend 
the money. 

Commending the organisers, she said, 
“Let God just express gratitude to them 
on behalf of us (my family and I).May 
the organizers be blessed, along with 
their generations. May all their endeav-
ours meet with God’s favour.”

“These two people that we see on 
television (Dejumo Lewis and Binta 
Ayo Mogaji) whom they arranged to 
play for me shall never suffer. They 
will live long. Look! God does exists I 
am telling you. Please, do accept with 
me,” she added.

is scheduled to hold on 28th - 29th of 
April 2017 at Ultima Studios, Lekki.

God’s Children Great talent (GCGT) is 
Africa’s Biggest Youth Talent Competi-

tion. An initiative by City of David Par-
ish of the Redeemed Christian Church 
of God that continues to identify and 
celebrate talents in children and young 

adults from age 5 to 20 years. Interested 
participants who could not register on-
line are still able to walk into the Lagos 
audition venue for their registration.  



2Baba excites football fans 
with Campari Senator
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F
ootball enthusiast resident at 
Akowonjo in Egbeda area of 
Lagos will not forget Sunday 
April 23 in a hurry, as most of 
them saw their icon, 2Baba live 

without having to pay an entrance fee. 
The African Queen crooner joined fans 
to watch the 7:45 pm El-classico match 
between Real Madrid and Barcelona 
courtesy of the Campari Beer parlour 
activation, currently in progress.

When he was introduced and ushered 
onto the stage, fans welcomed him with 
screams and hoots of excitement and 
awe. Though the crowd was impressive 
with over 300 people seated, many in 
attendance could not believe that 2baba 
would be there in person and it was not 
just a media stunt.

The excitement and eagerness to see 
the music legend was such that a young 
man climbed up on one of the bar roofs 
to get a better picture of the stage and 
watch the performance.

From Akowonjo, 2baba proceeded to 
Stalad Gardens in New Oko Oba Agege, 
Lagos, where he joined fans around 
8:30pm to continue watching the match. 
Indeed El-classico Football fans in that 
hood, had their biggest surprise yet as they 
were left star-struck when he made a quiet 
entrance some minutes into the match; 
they could not contain their excitement as 
they screamed in joy at seeing the world 
renowned musician in their midst.

2Baba shook hands and greeted fans 
with high fives before taking a seat to en-
joy the match while drinking his favou-
rite Campari Senator, a signature mixture 
of Campari and Beer. Not forgetting the 
bartenders and waiters who he referred 
to as his special people, 2 Baba showered 
accolades on everyone present.

After the match, 2Baba celebrated 
with the Barcelona fans as he cheered 
them on by posing for selfies, photos and 

It is a known fact that most artistes irrespec-
tive of leanings get their inspiration from 
the streets. Nigeria music today is a product 

for street beats, rhyme and rhythm; which has 
become hip and world acclaimed.

So it is no coincidence that this year’s edition 
of the St Eve West African Fashion Week is 
themed Fashion on the Street. This three day 
fashion event is expected to hold from the 26th 
to 28th of May 2017 at Eko Atlantic City.

The focus this year is to discover creative 
individuals all over West Africa, not just Nige-
ria, and give them a platform to shine. St EVE 
Magazine is notable for her involvement in the 
promotion and organization of various Fashion 
Events and Concerts.

Evelyn Okere the brainchild behind St Eve 
West African Fashion Week says, “It will be a 
phenomenal show for guests and a life changing 
opportunity for participants.”

According to Okere, St. Eve is focusing on 
discovering creative individuals from the streets 
and giving them a platform to shine! There are 
thousands of undiscovered designers, models, 

It’s time for fashion on the street!

receiving/giving celebratory hugs. He 
also presented gifts to some of the lucky 
winners at the bar.

A major highlight of the evening was 
when the superstar made a toast to bigger 
games, bigger fans, bigger Campari and a 
greater Nigeria. He also shocked fans with 
surprise performances before taking a 
bow for the night.

Speaking about the Campari Dare 

to mix activation, Rilwan Shofunde, 
Campari Brand manager said, “We are 
using this activation to take our signa-
ture mix, Campari Senator to football 
lovers. We want them to enjoy Campari 
while watching their favourite game at 
their favourite spot. Tonight’s meet and 
greet with 2Baba is an example of How 
far Campari will go to celebrate our 
consumers.”

Nigeria is one of over 190 countries 
across the globe where Campari is dis-
tributed, with the distinctive, vibrant red 
alcoholic liqueur renowned for being the 
base of some of the world’s most famous 
cocktails. Football fans at the Campari 
Dare to Mix activation were no different, 
as the Campari Senator cocktail—a mix of 
Beer and Campari—proved a perennial 
favourite.

…Watches Real Madrid vs Barcelona match in open bar
Stories by MABEL DIMMA

story and how she shot to limelight ‘accidentally’.
“In 2012 we organized the successful Summer Jam Fest 

with international musician Rick Ross; in 2013, it was a 
fashion show tagged St Eve fashion on the terrace, held at 
Intercontinental Hotel;  and St Eve west African Fashion 
week, with the theme Fashion in the Savannah held in 2014, 
at Eko Hotel and Suites Victoria Island,” says Okere.

“Last year, we organized St Eve west African Fashion 
week, themed Fashion Is Art. This year, like the past years we 
are organizing another fashion show and because we have 
realized that most of the fashion trends all over the world get 
their inspiration from the street; roads, market and nature, 
it is reflected in the theme,” Okere explains.

Designers, Models, Makeup/ Makeover Artiste, Hair 
stylist and photographers will be picked from each zone to 
compete in the grand finale, holding in Lagos. The winner 
will take home N500, 000 and N250, 000 and N125, 000 for 
second and third runner up respectively, along with inter-
national exposure.

As part of the event, “We also plan to showcase garments 
of over 30 designers from different countries in Africa. We are 
working relentlessly to become Africa’s biggest Fashion brand, 
capturing innovative thoughts into sellable reality. This time we 
want to present you a ground breaking runway,” she concludes.

photographers, hair stylist, and make-up artiste looking for 
the right opportunity and platform to be seen. 

It is because of these reasons that Olajumoke Orisaguna is 
the face of this year’s show- sure most everyone knows her 
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I thought I lost it in the Gym

I
’m not even going to lie, I 
was scared as hell”, were the 
first words out of Denise 
Appiah’s mouth as soon as 
she started talking about 

her experiences at the gym and 
her reaction when she saw a 
drop of blood on her underpants 
after a one hour cycling work out 
session. The 21-year-old student 
at Keele University used to be a 
sporting fanatic and was always 
seen keeping fit at the gym. “I 
was on the Queen’s college ath-
letic team and I’ve always loved 
participating in all types of sports 
since I was a little girl”. However, 
Denise stopped going to the gym 
after a scare that changed her 
habit and love for exercise.

It is a fact that women can 
break their hymen, which is the 
membrane that surrounds and 
partially covers the external 
vaginal opening. But most non-
western women like D enis e 
believe that bleeding as a result 
of a broke hymen is the same as 
losing one’s virginity.

Dr Parameshwaran, a health 
expert at Earl’s Court surgery 
says: “There are all sorts of mis-
conceptions about the difference 
between breaking your hymen 
and losing one’s virginity, es-
pecially amongst uneducated 
people and women in third world 
countries.

“Some cultures believe it is 
necessary for the hymen to be 
intact before marriage. I had a 
patient that came to check her 
hymen before her wedding and 
requested a statement to show 
her husband that it hadn’t been 
broken but I refused to issue the 
report. I don’t think it is right”, 
says Dr Parameshwaran.

It is no news that keeping fit/
trim is the new cool for women 
nowadays, and with summer 
fast approaching, most women 
are hitting their nearest gym to 
attain the desired summer body- 
sexy enough to wear a bikini. 
Well, there have been countless 
feature stories and television 
shows enlightening the public 
about the positive impacts of 
daily exercise. However, very 
little has been written or said 
about the negative sides to vigor-
ous sporting exercises especially 
on women.

The question is; could this 
scare/worry be more significant 

JUMOKE AKIYODE

to non-western women because 
their culture or religion as the 
case may be, requires them to 
remain virgins until after mar-
riage? “Well, the good news is 
that more women are becoming 
aware of the difference with the 
introduction of sexual education 
in schools, hospitals and even on-
line and most people now know 
that breaking your hymen is NOT 
the same thing as losing your vir-
ginity”, says Dr Parameshwaran. 
Denise was not lucky enough to 
know this six years ago, when she 
gave up on athletics and going to 
the gym because of the nightmare 
thought behind breaking her hy-
men.

“I remember reading an article 
in a local newspaper relating 
to losing one’s virginity while 
working out, and immediately, 
I remembered the day at my 
school gym changing room”. “I 
was too scared to tell anyone but 
from that day, I stopped every 
form of physical exercise”. As 
Denise continued to speak about 
the guilt that lived in her when 
she thought she wasn’t a virgin 
anymore, she chuckled uneasily 
saying “maybe that’s why I’m up 
to a dress size 16, but I know bet-
ter now and I’ve started hitting 
the gym once again”.

“You see, in Africa where I 
grew up, it is a shameful thing 
for a girl and her family if she is 

not met a virgin by her husband, 
but all that seems to be changing 
now with westernisation. I’m 
not sure if I was ashamed, afraid 
or just disappointed at the fact 
that I knew I had never had sex 
and yet, I had ‘lost my virginity’. 
To me, something was just not 
right, how would I explain this 
to people and who would ever 
believe me if I told them I got 
deflowered by just working out 
in the gym? That was all I was 
thinking about”. At that time 
Denise was only 15 years old and 
some might call it naivety, but 
who knows what the impact of 
such misconceptions might have 
left on countless other young 
women?

Women worried about break-
ing their hymen during work 
outs are advised to avoid exces-
sive cycling, horse riding and 
generally any exercise that can 
stress the muscles between the 
thighs. Try doing more exercise 
on the treadmills, arm machines 
and back machines.

Men!!! It is important for you to 
know that just because your girl-
friends/wives-to-be have their 
hymens broken does not neces-
sarily mean they are not virgins. 
Freelance fitness instructor, Sean 
Thomson advises men not to 
fret about the breakage of their 
women’s hymen as “it has abso-
lutely nothing to do with being 
a virgin or not”. 

“



Tiyan Alile
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Congratulations on 
impacting the cu-
linary scene in Ni-

geria for the last 5 years. 
How has the experience 
been thus far?

 
The Culinary Acade-

my is indeed five which 
means it has been a five-
year journey of learning 
and impacting. We have 
achieved our fundamental 
objectives which is to build 
human capacity in the 
hospitality industry and 
impact the culinary space 
with innovations that have 
global appeal. It has come 
with the challenges one 
faces as an entrepreneur as 
well the rewards that give 
you a sense of satisfaction 
when your objectives are 
met. It has definitely been 
a worthwhile experience.

 
We are excited about the 

African Young Chefs com-
petition being organised 
by the Academy, how long 
has this idea been cooking?

The competition is my 
brainchild and I have been 
planning this for at least 8 
years, while waiting for the 
right platform to present 
itself. The Culinary Arts 
Practitioners Association is 
in direct partnership with 
Culinary Academy to put 
this together.

 
Have you participated 

in any cooking competi-
tions?

Yes, we have. The Acad-
emy participated in the 
Young Chef Olympiad or-
ganized by The Interna-
tional Institute of Hotel 
Management in India. I was 
a Chef Mentor and my stu-
dent represented Nigeria.

 
That must have been 

a great exposure. For the 
upcoming competition, is 
there a participation fee 
for these young chefs or 
will they be sponsored by 
the institutions they cook 
for?

 
There is no participa-

tion fee. Some of the par-
ticipants have received 

Chef Academy hosts first African Chefs competition
Tiyan Alile is a Nigerian chef who wears many hats. She is the founder of the Culinary Academy of Nigeria and Executive Chef at the Academy’s in-house fine dining restaurant, Tarragon. Her love 
for all things culinary encompass running a pastry business in her formative years, food writing for a popular lifestyle magazine, and attending the prestigious L’Academie de Cuisine. Chef Tiyan 
and her team are set to bring out the best of African flavors from young chefs during the inaugural edition of the African Young Chefs competition. The Harbour Point at Victoria Island, Lagos is the 
venue and May 5, the date. Ahead of this competition set to unite the continent with food, Nmadiuto Uche had a chat with Chef Tiyan about what everyone should be expecting.

sponsorships from organi-
zations in their countries, 
their culinary Schools and 
some from their Chef Men-
tors. Participants were 
shortlisted on a first come 
basis. The responses have 
been amazing as we re-
ceived almost 400 applica-
tions in total.

What influenced the 
entry age requirement of 
18-29?

 The age requirement 
was set because the aver-
age 18 year old African is 
sometimes a young school 
leaver who has the chef 
skills required to jump-
start a career. A platform 
such as this would present 
that opportunity they may 
be looking for. We took the 
age as far as 29 because 
when we did our research 
we also discovered that 
the 29-year old African in 
this industry may be a late 
starter as most young chefs 
pick up the career after 
completing a first degree 
or as a career change, in 

that case we also decided 
to give such persons an 
opportunity.

Come May 5th, what 
would be on the menu and 
who will be on the tasting 
panel?

 
The participants have 

received their guidelines 
for the competition. They 
would be working with a 
variety of mandatory food 
produce which includes 
African ingredients. They 
would be making three 
dishes which the jury 
members would assess 
based on their creativity, 
workflow, time manage-
ment, presentation, hy-
giene and taste.

 
The jury and tasting 

panel consist of three well-
established and experi-
enced industry special-
ists. There is Mrs Kehinde 
Daniel from Nigeria. She 
is currently the Managing 
Director of Kots Catering, a 
leading catering organisa-

tion in Lagos.   
Chef Co c o Reinarhz 

from Burundi, who is a 
hospitality consultant and 
a member of the Chaine 
des Rotisseurs. He com-
bines innovative Afro-
fusion flavors in his style 
of cooking. 

Chef Nti Ramaboa from 
South Africa who has 
years of experience in the 
study of the diversity and 
creativity that African 
cuisine portrays.

 
How much do you en-

visage this event would 
contribute to the bottom-
line of the hospitality 
industry both in Nigeria 
and the continent?

 On the 5th of May we 
are expecting over 1,000 
attendees at the event, an 
audience that cuts across 
Nigerians and other Afri-
can nationals along with 
various African diplo-
matic missions. We would 
also have government 
officials and international 
hotel brands who would 
b e s c outing to re cruit 
hospitality service profes-
sionals. There would be 
consumer goods giants, 
kitchen equipment sup-
pliers and event manag-
ers. During the day, we 
have planned 10 Semi-
nars with 100 different 
participants. These semi-
nars have been created to 
speak directly to capacity 
building in areas of skill, 
branding, marketing, un-
derstanding the hospital-
ity industry challenges, 
recognising the oppor-
tunities that exist and 
much more for budding 
entrepreneurs. The level 
of networking, educating 
and teaching that would 
occur in that eco-space 
would go a long way and 
create ripple effects in 
enhancing the standards 
of the industry not just 
in Nigeria but across the 
entire continent.

 
What do you hope to 

achieve with the inaugu-
ral African Young Chef 
competition?

Our primary objective 
is to create a platform for 
capacity building and en-
hancement of the hospi-
tality industry in Africa, 
making it sustainable as 
well as substantial. We 
want all the participants 
to de ep en their skills 
through practice, leading 
up to the competition and 
of course there is always 
a winner. Our intention 
is to take this competition 
across the continent so it 
may not hold in Nigeria 
next year. Further down 
the line, we are looking to 
pitch the African Young 
Chef winner with win-
ners from competitions 
organised in other con-
tinents.

 
That sounds very in-

clusive. Who would ben-
efit from attending and 
sponsoring this event?

A n y  c o m p a n y  t h at 
w a n t s  i t s  m e d i a  a n d 
publicity outreach to be 
identified with human 
development, education, 
innovation and capacity 
building would tick that 
off the box. The hospi-
tality industry giants 
lo oking to find a p o ol 
of skilled labour would 
find this event insight-
ful. The curious foodie 
who wants to understand 
trends in the culinary 
space would find a di-
verse number of innova-
tive and creative ideas. 
The entrepreneur who 
wants to learn insight-
ful nuggets to take their 
business to the next level 
would glean from our fa-
cilitators at the seminars. 
The young chefs looking 
for an opportunity for 
culinary entertainment 
would derive fascination 
from the entertainment 
the competition brings. 
At the end of the day, as 
organizers we would have 
derived satisfaction from 
the fact that our attendees 
and sponsors would have 
fulfilled all these inten-
tions. Then, we would start 
planning the 2018 African 
Young Chefs Competition.
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CHINWE OBINWANNE

Plank your way 
to a better body

Blessings are 
resources from God

I 
remember a vivid inci-
dent as a teenager. I was 
preparing to change my 
wardrobe. The excite-
ment was exhilarating 
and I had saved up just 

enough. I had an image of the 
blouses I wanted, set out a date 
for shopping and was really 
looking forward to the experi-
ence. You would have thought 
I was preparing for a shopping 
spree at Versace or Dolce & Gab-
bana. On the contrary, I was ac-
tually preparing for a shopping 
spree at a sub-urban market in 
Lagos, Nigeria well known for 
the sale of used clothes.

The day came and I went for 
my dream clothes. I got home 
with my picks and one after 
the other tried all I had bought, 
then all of a sudden I felt some-
thing strange and unexpected. 
All the excitement was gone. 
The feelings of emotional out-
burst emanating from this great 
achievement flew right out the 
window. Where had all the 
excitement gone? I wondered.  
Am I not supposed to be floating 
around in the air for at least a 
month? Talk of Maslow’s hier-

Gl o b a c o m - s p o n s o re d 
television drama series, 
“Professor Johnbull”, in 

its latest edition exposes the 
pitfalls in marriages as well as 
recommends ways of avoiding 
them.

Titled Copy Copy, the edi-
tion   warns married women 
against comparing their spous-
es with others saying this could 
jeopardise the stability of such 
marriages.

Globacom disclosed in a 
press release that the episode 

archy of needs theory. As you 
get one need satisfied the faster 
comes the desire to get the next 
need satisfied.

Over and over, after this 
experience I have encountered 
many other incidents similar 
to my change of wardrobe inci-
dent.  Things I looked forward 
to, envisaging the quench of a 
deep desire; talk of my admis-
sion into the University, my last 
day in college, my first job, my 
wedding day and night or the 
day I would hold my baby in my 
arms. I have however realized 
that none of these experiences 
gave me the satisfaction of the 
deep longing I had. I have also 
learnt by experience that noth-
ing physical or material and 
not one person can quench the 
longing my soul craves.

This is the BIG TRUTH and 
hard to swallow by some. There 
is a strong tendency for man to 
expect satisfaction from money, 
wealth, fame, power and con-
nections; little wonder why our 
generation is addicted to social 
media as a lot have found it as 
their means of being accepted 
and fulfilled by getting cheap 
fame. Just one person satisfies 
and it is God himself- every-

will further shed light on 
various forms of misfortunes 
which befall marriages. These, 
according to the sitcom, in-
clude emotional intimidation, 
spousal abuse, envy and jeal-
ousy.

“Viewers will experience 
intrigues, deception, make-be-
lief, shocking revelations and 
lots of laughter...” as couples 
distort the reality in their mar-
riages to their friends. But the 
friends would soon discover 
that things are not what they 

Trends come and go espe-
cially in our dear country 
Nigeria. Just like selfie and 

bae is rife in the lives of people 
now; once upon a time ‘Planking’ 
was the name of the trend game.

Remember about 3-4years 
ago when everyone and even 
celebrities were posting pictures 
of themselves planking in strange 
places for fun? Some people 
planked on the Third Mainland 
Bridge in Lagos and some others 
in highly risky places; all these 
were for fun and elicited good 
views and laughs. But I’m here to 
tell you that jokes apart, planking 
can change your body in ways 
you have not imagined.

How?
Planking is a bodyweight ex-

ercise which combines simplicity 
and practicality in getting you 
into shape using your own body 
weight. This exercise has been 
in existence for ages and it’s not 
going out of fashion anytime 
soon. Why? Because it’s one of 
the most effective exercises you 
can do which packs huge benefits.

We are all short on time, so 
this is a perfect workout because 

you are not putting too much 
pressure on your spine or hips. 
Doing this exercise regularly re-
duces back pain and strengthens 
your muscles ensuring a strong 
support for your entire back 
especially in areas around your 
upper back.

Boost in Overall Metabolism: 
Planking is a sure fire way of 
challenging your entire body be-
cause doing them every day will 
burn more calories than other 
traditional abdominal exercises 
such as sit ups or crunches. The 
muscles that you build doing 
this exercise will help you burn 
more calories even when you 
are resting.

Posture Improvement: Noth-
ing makes for a sorry sight than 
that image of someone slouched 
or bent over while working on 
the computer, or even just not 
being able to sit up straight in a 
chair without slouching. Slouch-
ing has a way of making one look 
tired and lazy but great posture 
sends out a message of alertness. 
Doing planks greatly improves 
your ability to stand or even sit 
with straight and stable posture. 
Through extending your core, 
you are able to maintain proper 
posture all the time because 
muscles in the abdomen affect 

thing comes with God and every-
thing is in God. There is nothing 
I desire that I cannot get in him.

As a woman, this truth is 
liberating. The earlier we get 
to know that satisfaction does 
not come from having a man 
who owns all the wealth in the 
world, who can give us any-
thing at our beck and call, or 
from having a successful career, 
a good marriage, children, fame 
and power; the earlier it would 
be for us fulfilling our purpose 
in life; which is to live for God.

Is it good to have these ad-
ditions? But of course! I don’t 
want to imagine life without 
them. However the difference 
between two women who have 
exactly these same blessings 
highlighted above and more 
or who have not even attained 
them will be one craving for 
more to fill the void which can 
never be filled on this side of 
eternity anyway while the oth-
er will be a deeply satisfied and 
fulfilled woman who knows 
that the blessings are resources 
given of God to serve him and 
not for fulfilling selfish human 
satisfaction that can never to 
quenched.

appear to be, the company 
stated. 

Professor Johnbull played 
by Nollywood legend, Kanayo 
O. Kanayo admonished spous-
es to eliminate these vices 
from their homes by embrac-
ing peaceful coexistence and 
respect for each other.

Other actors who bring 
excitement, suspense and 
laughter include regulars like 
Jumoke (Bidemi Kosoko), Flash 
(Stephen Odimgbe) and Mai 
Doya (Funky Mallam). 

Professor Johnbull advises wives 
against ‘Copy Copy’ syndrome

KEMI ADEYEMI

it requires a small time invest-
ment on your part, offers you 
the opportunity of great results 
in a relatively short period of 
time. The plank exercise works in 
strengthening your core which 
supports your spine. The core in-
volves those abdominal muscles 
which provide support for your 
entire back and spinal column.

The Fun Part is that there are 
various variations of the plank 
exercise so the question of bore-
dom is out of it. These variations 
make the exercise hit all the 
muscle groups in your core caus-
ing you to melt fat and develop 
abdominal gains amongst others. 
Without further ado, below are 
reasons you should plank every 
day or at least three times a week.

Improved Core Definition 
and Performance: Planks are a 
great exercise for the abdominal 
muscles because they engage 
all major core muscle groups 
including the rectus abdominis, 
transverse abdominis, the ex-
ternal oblique muscle and the 
glutes.  So while working on the 
core, you achieve the coveted 
flat belly, complete with defini-
tion.

Minimize Back and Spinal 
Injury: This exercise allows you 
to build muscle while ensuring 

the overall condition of your 
shoulders, chest, neck and back.

Increased Flexibility and Bet-
ter Movement: Flexibility is a 
key benefit of doing planks regu-
larly. This is because this form of 
exercise expands and stretches 
all your posterior muscle groups 
– shoulders, shoulder blades and 
collarbone; while also stretching 
your hamstrings, arches of your 
feet and toes. When you add the 
side plank variation of this exer-
cise, you work on your obliques. 
This will provide you with ad-
ditional benefits when it comes 
to hyper-extending your toes; a 
movement that is necessary for 
supporting your body’s weight.

Try different variations such 
as high planks, elbow planks, 
side planks, plank jacks and nu-
merous others. It will help you 
build a stronger core, shape your 
abdominal muscles and build 
strength in no time. Why not 
pick one variation a day and hold 
for about 10 seconds and then 
increase your timing as you get 
stronger.

Obinwanne is the CEO of NAI-
JAFITMOMS, an online fitness 
and healthy outfit, which special-
ises on encouraging mothers to lead 
a healthy eating lifestyle. 
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Travel
Walter Mzembi and his readiness to serve global tourism

O
n May 16, 2017, the 
157 member coun-
tries of the United 
N a t i o n s  W o r l d 
Tourism Organisa-

tion (UNWTO) will be electing a 
new secretary general who will 
take over from Taleb Rifai, the 
outgoing secretary general from 
(Jordan) whose tenure expires at 
the end of the year.

Despite the big names with 
great credentials that are con-
tending for the position across 
the world, the election is most 
likely going to favour Africa, 
the continent that has never 
produced a secretary general 
since 1975 when UNTWO was 
created.

Among the six contenders is 
Africa’s Walter Mzembi, tour-
ism minister of Zimbabwe.

Though Alain St Ange of Sey-
chelles later joined the race, the 
African Union has unanimously 
endorsed Walter Mzembi as 
Africa’s candidate. 

Mzembi has been campaign-
ing across the world, reaching 
out to stakeholders and sell-
ing his manifesto to them. Of 
course, he has been touring 
around the continent for cam-
paigns and explaining what the 
continent will gain and why 
block vote from Africa is key to 
his victory.

His speech at the 59th meet-
ing of the UNWTO’s Commis-
sion for Africa in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, of which he was the 
chairman, said it all.

For him, the election is not a 
do-or-die affair, rather a quest to 
find the best, most qualified and 
most competent person to lead 
the world into a robust future 
for tourism.

Mzembi’s assurance and con-
fidence is that though there will 
be deals and compromises by 
other contenders, with 55 out of 
157 UNWTO member countries, 
Africa has a chance to lead the 
apex global tourism body be-
cause the highest post Africa has 
ever occupied within UNWTO 
is that of regional director for 
Africa – a post currently held by 
the Seychelles.

“Firstly, we need to be fully 
aware that we, Africans, consti-
tute a third of the total member-
ship of the UNWTO: 55 out of 
157 member countries”, Mzembi 
said to buttress the need for 
block vote.

While the May election for 
the new secretary general is 
not a purely sectoral contest, 
not purely about tourism and it 
is not a contest devoid of politi-
cal content or context, Mzembi 
informed African stakeholders 
at the 59th meeting of the UNW-
TO’s Commission for Africa that, 
“It is, rather, a quest to find the 

best, most qualified, most com-
petent person to lead us into the 
future. The quest is decided by 
way of an election. Our electoral 
college — the executive council 
— comprises 33 member states, 
each one, nominally at any rate, 
representing five others”.

Explaining further, he said, 
“It is the council which comes 
up with the single candidate 
to recommend to the general 
assembly. But, to what extent, 
if any, do those 33 members 
consult with the broader mem-
bership they represent, with 
regard to the election of the 
secretary general? When they 
cast their ballots, whose choice 
are they expressing? Their own, 
subjective national preference 
or the consensus choice of the 
collective they are purportedly 
representing?”

“I raise these two issues be-
cause, as we observe this elec-
tion process, it is becoming ap-
parent that a number of ‘deals’ 

are being struck — some on 
the basis of bilateral reciprocal 
trade-offs — which, often, have 
little if any relevance to our 
tourism sector” Mzembi said in 
his speech.

For Mzembi, Africa should 
not be naïve on how interna-
tional systems operate.

“But if we simply close our 
eyes to it, or worse, become a 
party to it, we risk, in the end, 
being beaten by that system 
and becoming accessories to the 
success of other regions rather 
than our own. I do not believe 
we should allow ourselves to 
be beaten by any entrenched 
system. Our continent and our 
organisation deserve better. 
Indeed they deserve the very 
best. I believe we need to speak 
the truth, both to ourselves and 
to others, so let me proceed by 
recalling a number of key facts 
and posing a few pertinent ques-
tions — to ourselves, as Africans.

Mzembi’s four-pronged agen-

da for the UNWTO top job are: 
Administrative and governance 
reform of the organization; Re-
source mobilisation and busi-
ness development; Responsible 
tourism and sustainability; and 
Organisational repositioning 
and brand development.

As well, his candidature is all 
about, providing leadership that 
will take the UNWTO beyond 
marketing excellence into the 
realm of high-level diplomacy 
and statecraft, building an or-
ganisation with more universal 
membership, and enhancing 
its effectiveness and relevance 
within the broader UN family 
so that tourism, with its cross-
cutting presence within all 17 
SDG’s, can fulfill its potential as a 
significant contributor towards 
global socio-economic develop-
ment under the SDG framework.

Mzembi’s candidatures also 
hopes to; build a more fully 
inclusive organisation, which 
accommodates and reflects all 

views; ensuring greater fairness 
and equity in the development 
and growth of global tourism, 
especially in the emerging world 
where tourism receipts continue 
to lag significantly behind other 
parts of the world; ensuring that 
the secretariat is more reflective 
of the UNWTO’s broad member-
ship; and more gender sensitive; 
ensuring that the regional com-
missions become more visible, 
present and operational in their 
respective theatres of activity, 
among others.

As the election time is draw-
ing nearer and the stakes for Af-
rica are high, Mzembi concluded 
by saying, “If we miss this oppor-
tunity — especially if we miss it 
by virtue of division or allowing 
ourselves to be used, to become 
distracted by the blandishments 
of others who believe, sadly, that 
Africans can be ‘bought’ — then 
it will again slip beyond our 
reach for a decade and possibly 
more”.

Walter Mzembi
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Why leisure matters this summer

Exotic places Nigerians can visit in Ghana

member, your boss can always 
replace you.

If he insists on you staying 
back to work, then you can prob-
ably take some leisure time with-
out being a jerk about it. It is as 
simple as taking 15 minutes here 
and two minutes there in quality 
things.

 However, while leisure might 
conjure up images of foamy 
drinks with umbrella straws, 

G
hana is like second 
home to Nigerians, 
just  l ike Nigeria  is 
same to Ghanaians. 
Both countries and 

their citizens share some com-
mon affinities. If you are plan-
ning to travel from Nigeria to 
Ghana or you have not decided 
which African country to visit, 
you should try shooting your 
best shot at Ghana. There are 
lots of exciting places to visit in 
the country such as its castles, 
and forts used during the slave 
trade. There is also the less trav-
elled Volta region. 

J u m i a Trave l ,  t h e  l e a d i n g 
online travel agency shares five 
exciting places to visit when in 
Ghana. 

Elmina and St. George’s Cas-
tle

If you are enthusiastic about 
fishing or knowing the story of 
slave trade in the country, this 
castle is a good place for fishing 
and learning about their history. 
It is synonymous to Nigeria’s 
s l ave  t ra d e  i n  B a d a g r y.  T h e 
castle is not too far from Cape 
Coast. According to history, the 
castle was built by the Portugese 

W
e often remind 
others the pop-
ular saying: “All 
work, no play 
makes Jack a 

dull boy,” without taking time 
off ourselves. How wrong it is to 
preach what we do not practice. 
This summer, you need to be a 
little sincere with yourself and 
step up your work-leisure balance 
because life work without leisure 
is life without a balance.

 You need to take your health 
and happiness into account when 
you work. You do not need to 
work so hard that you become ill 
or depressed. You need to have 
leisure in your life to keep life fun 
and energetic. But if all you do is 
to worry about work or business, 
then what type of life is that? You 
need nobody to tell you that it is 
a life in prison.

Of course, you are the one that 
will push for a rest because you 
are in a capitalist economy, where 
your boss is more interested in 
work, work and work. Your boss 
cannot stop you from taking time 
off because of the benefits to the 
company. Companies that allow 
staff to take time off for leaves 
and holidays have always reaped 
higher productivity afterwards, 
as the staff return refreshed and 
better prepared for the work 
challenges.

In case you work with a real 
‘Boss,’ summon courage and tell 
him/her you need leisure time. 
You only need to be polite about 
it because you will be the worst 
hit when you break down. Re-

visits to beaches and day spas or 
taking on an adventure, the true 
essence of leisure is beyond that.

You will get the most out of 
your leisure time when you un-
derstand the essence of leisure. 
Leisure is a state of mind or of be-
ing. It is when we feel most free, 
fulfilled and integrated.

A rewarding leisure life is 
the biggest predictor of one’s 
overall quality of life. It provides 

in 1842 but was later taken over 
by the Dutch some 150 years 
later. There are tour guides at 
the castle and a small museum.

 Kumasi
K u m a s i  i s  l o c at e d  at  t h e 

s outhern-c entral  Ghana and 
it  is  the s e c ond largest  c ity. 
The Ashantis who are famous 

the balance you need to better 
handle non-leisure activities and 
enhances resilience and life satis-
faction. Over a lifetime, one will 
spend more time at leisure than 
sleeping or working.

Even when you have a leisure-
friendly boss or when corporate 
policy favours corporate time off 
and leaves, a few people really 
think about or plan for leisure. 

artisans domicile mostly in Ku-
masi. They are famous for mak-
ing gold jewelry and trinkets 
around the world. Surprisingly, 
the king of Ashanti is always 
enthusiastic to me et visitors 
every 42 days. When you are in 
Kumasi, make effort to visit the 
Kejetia market where they make 

It is supposed to “just happen” 
- but too often we end up feel-
ing stressed, overwhelmed and 
unfulfilled.

Here people do not plan for 
holidays. The many public holi-
days, even Christmas and New 
Year holidays, have never been 
used to really relax. Summer 
is out of it and the few that do 
summers start planning for it at 
the peak summer. If you have 
not planed ahead of summer, you 
can still put one or two things 
together now.  Now that oversea 
destinations are very expensive, 
there are so many domestic at-
tractions to explore and save time, 
the stress of traveling and most 
importantly, money.

You can go for some of these 
leisure breaks: go to see a mu-
seum, for leisure fishing, go see 
movies in cinemas, a weekend at 
a remote destination will always 
make a difference, the beaches 
are open all day for a swim and 
beach fun, or climb a local moun-
tain/hill.

You can visit destination with 
one-stop-shop leisure facilities 
like resorts, go see waterfalls, 
explore caves and a communion 
with nature around you. You 
must not travel far this summer 
to see all these, most of them are 
within. Search for them!

 It is up to you to schedule in 
a little leisure time for yourself, 
so you will work happier and be 
more productive. Truly, your fam-
ily will thank you for distressing 
throughout the day instead of 
letting it all come out when you 
get home.

Obudu Cattle Ranch

Governor-Imoke-inaugurating-the-adult-session-of-the-Carnival-Calabar

OBINNA EMELIKE

hotels serve excellent French 
foods. It is a great place to relax, 
paddle around in the Atlantic 
and enjoy some lobsters. 

Volta Lake
If you enjoy visiting a lake, 

doing boat rides and all, Volta 
Lake is your best choice. It is 
the largest man-made lake in 
the entire world.  The entire 
length of the lake takes about 
24 hours to complete. Although, 
there are smaller ferry services 
on the lake. Bo okings can b e 
made through the Volta Lake 
Transport Company. When on 
the boat, you will have some 
l i ve s t o c k  a n d  ve g e t ab l e s  t o 
share the ride with. 

Accra, Ghana’s Capital
Accra is the capital of Ghana 

with over two million residents. 
It is a mixture of shanty towns, 
castle and lively markets and 
mo dern buildings.  There are 
a lot of attractions in the city 
such as the National Museum, 
which showcases the country’s 
culture  and history;  Makola 
market, a colourful and blissful 
market where you can shop for 
everything and anything; and 
some fantastic beaches.

Kente cloth. 
Busua Beach
This is one of the best beach-

es in Ghana. It is a large and 
modern hotel with dining fa-
cilities, pool and chalets. There 
are lots of low and high budget 
hotels located along the beach. 
The bar and restaurant of the 
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Experts back Air Peace on legal threats to ASKY

S
ome exp erts 
in the aviation 
sector have ap-
plaude d the 
decision of Air 

Peace to go to court to 
stop ASKY Airlines 
from flying into Nige-
ria for failure to allow 
Air Peace to reciprocate 
their several frequen-
cies to the country.

Bilateral Air Service 
Agreement is a com-
mercial pact to aid flight 
operations between two 
countries.

The secretary general 
of the Aviation Round 
Table, ART and chief 
executive officer of Cen-
turion Security & Safety 
Consults, John Ojikutu 
(retd) stated that this 
is purely a job for the 
Nigerian Civil Aviation 
Authority, NCAA and 
the ministry of aviation 
to handle.

The aviation expert 
explained that if the two 
government agencies 
fail to act, they both and 

the ministry of foreign 
affairs could be joined 
in any court case against 
ASKY Airlines.

He said: “It seems to 
me now that the domes-
tic airlines are waking 
up from their slumber 
and the boundage that 
the ministry officials 
have for long kept you 
all. Bravo Air Peace”.

Allen Onyema, chair-
man and chief executive 
officer of Air Peace, had 

countries, which are not 
their base countries, will 
reduce patronage of do-
mestic airline as well as 
cause a sharp drop of 
the sector’s contribu-
tion to the economy,” 
Nogie Meggison, presi-
dent, Airline Operators 
of Nigeria, (AON), told 
BusinessDay.

He pointed out that 
while aviation contrib-
utes N0.3 percent to the 
Gross Domestic Prod-
uct, (GDP), Emirates air-
line, Dubai Airports and 
the aviation sector as a 
whole is contributing 
over 27% of Dubai’s GDP 
and supporting more 
than 416,500 jobs, with 
a projection of contrib-
uting over 37.5% in year 
2020.

AirPeace has given its 
plan to launch itself on 
the international route a 
big push with the train-
ing of four of its pilots in 
the handling of Boeing 
777 aircraft.

The training which 
took place at the Boe-
ing Training Centre in 
the UK was the first by 

Emirates wins best airline worldwide at 
the 2017 Business Traveller awards

E
mirates’ focus on 
meeting and exceed-
ing customer expec-
tations both in the air 

and on the ground were rec-
ognized with four accolades 
at the Business Traveller 
Middle East 2017 Awards.

At a ceremony attend-
ed by key travel indus-
try executives, Emirates 
was crowned “Best Airline 
Worldwide”. It was also 
named “Airline with the 
Best First Class”, “Airline 
with the Best First Class 
Lounge” and “Best Frequent 
Flyer Programme”.

Adel Al Redha, Emirates’ 

Executive Vice President 
and Chief Operations Offi-
cer, said: “Our customers are 
at the heart of our brand. In 
every step of the customer’s 
journey, we thoroughly and 
regularly examine the prod-
uct to achieve a high level 
of customer care. Providing 
a truly memorable experi-
ence is about continually 
innovating across our prod-
uct and offering a personal 
touch and a warm welcome.

“More over,  our Sky-
wards accolade solidifies 
the programme’s standing 
as an industry-leading loy-
alty programme that offers 

Emirates customers value 
through exceptional privi-
leges and benefits. We are 
honoured to be recognized 
for our efforts by Busi-
ness Traveller Middle East’s 
readers.

“I would like thank our 
team and attribute this 
award to our dedicated staff 
who are the pillars behind 
every achievement and 
award we receive.”

Emirates invests con-
tinually in product devel-
opments and service en-
hancements. In the past 
year, the airline’s on-board 
enhancements include: 

called on the Nigerian 
government to protect 
Nigerian domestic air-
lines from the exploita-
tion of foreign airlines 
who want to fly into 
the country, but do not 
want Nigerian airlines 
to reciprocate.

Onyema had threat-
ened to use Nigerian 
Courts to stop ASKY 
Airline from flying into 
the country because of 
the Togolese Aviation 

Authorities refusal to al-
low Air Peace to fly into 
Lome in reciprocity of 
ASKY airlines multiple 
flight operations into the 
country.

“No serious country 
will sign an agreement 
that will not fetch its 
own country mutual 
benefits and with the 
recent approval for 
two African airlines to 
commence operations 
from Nigeria to other 
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any Nigerian airline. 
Victor Egonu, the car-
rier’s Chief Pilot, Vic-
tor Iwo Brown, Senior 
First Officer, Ahmad 
Abdullahi and Emman-
uel Iwhiwhu, First Of-
ficer participated in the 
training which ended 
on April 16.

The airline, which 
launched its regional op-
erations with its maiden 
flight to Accra-Ghana on 
February 16, has been 
designated by the Fed-
eral Government to fly 
into Johannesburg, Lon-
don, Atlanta, Mumbai, 
Dubai and Mumbai and 
Guangzhou-China.

Air Peace recently 
confirmed that it was 
acquiring more aircraft, 
including some B777s, to 
beef up its rapidly grow-
ing fleet. The airline said 
it was going to deploy its 
B777 aircraft to service 
its long-haul routes. No 
Nigerian airline has ever 
used a B777 aircraft.

More pilots, Air Peace 
said, would soon go for 
their training in the op-
eration of B777 aircraft.

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE

Stefan Kreuzpaintner appointed 
vice president sales for EMEA 
sales region, Lufthansa group

S
tefan Kreuzpaintner 
has been appointed 
Vice President Sales 
EMEA (Europe, Middle 

East, and Africa) Lufthansa 
Group Airlines.

 In this position Kreuz-
paintner will be responsible 
for all sales and commer-
cial activities in the EMEA 
region including Nigeria 
- altogether comprising 74 
markets in Europe (except 
for the airlines’ home mar-
kets Austria, Germany and 
Switzerland), the Middle 
East as well as Africa.

Stefan Kreuzpaintner will 
be based in Frankfurt and 
manage the recently merged 
areas of Europe and Middle 
East/Africa for the Group’s 
premium airlines Austri-
an Airlines, Lufthansa and 
SWISS. Furthermore, Kreuz-
paintner and his entire sales 
team will represent Brussels 
Airlines in many markets 
as well as support the sales 
activities of Eurowings.

In his function Kreuz-
paintner reports to his pre-
decessor, Heike Birlenbach, 
Senior Vice President Sales 
Lufthansa Hub Airlines and 
Chief Commercial Officer 
(CCO) Hub Frankfurt. Heike 

Birlenbach comments: ”With 
Stefan Kreuzpaintner we 
appointed an airline man-
ager with vast experience 
within the Lufthansa Group, 
including Network Planning, 
Revenue Management, Dis-
tribution and Sales.

“With his qualification 
and dedication we will fur-
ther strengthen our pre-
mium customer approach 
in thes e key markets .  
Kreuzpainter’s close ties to 
our strong airline brands 
Austrian, Lufthansa and 
SWISS clearly supp ort 
our commercial strategy 
to increase the custom-
ers’ choice and flexibility 
within our airline group 
in the future.”

Prior to joining Lufthan-
sa, Stefan Kreuzpaintner 
completed a training pro-
gram with Commerzbank 
and then enrolled in the 
University of Maastricht 
in International Manage-
ment. In 2003 he received 
a Ph.D. from the University 
of St. Gallen, Switzerland. 
In the same year he started 
his career with Lufthansa 
in Frankfurt as a Network 
Manager for Africa and the 
Middle East.

newly designed Business 
Class seats, re-designed 
amenity kits for First and 
Business Class passengers, 
environmentally sustain-
able blankets and inter-
active augmented reality 
amenity kits for Economy 
Class passengers, and regu-
lar updates of its range of 
onboard toys for young fly-
ers. The airline also contin-
ues to lead on the in-flight 
entertainment front with a 
broad choice of over 2,600 
channels on its ice system.

On the ground, Emirates 
completed a US$ 11 million 
makeover of its Business 
Class Lounge at Concourse 
B in Dubai International 
Airport, and expanded its 
global network of dedicated 
lounges with the opening of 
its newest Emirates Lounge 
in Cape Town International 
Airport.

For corporate customers, 
Emirates launched a re-
vamped Emirates Business 
Rewards programme to pro-
vide greater value, including 
easier Miles redemptions 
and upgrades even on last 
minute bookings.

…as airline prepares pilots for international flights with B777 Training
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N
ew research suggests 
that excess sugar, es-
pecially the fructose in 
sugary drinks -- might 
damage your brain. 

Researchers using data from the 
Framingham Heart Study (FHS) 
found that people who drink sug-
ary beverages frequently are more 
likely to have poorer memory, 
smaller overall brain volume, and a 
significantly smaller hippocampus 
an area of the brain important for 
learning and memory.

But before you chuck your 
sweet tea and reach for a diet 
soda, there’s more: a follow-up 
study found that people who 
drank diet soda daily were al-
most three times as likely to de-
velop stroke and dementia when 
compared to those who did not.

Researchers are quick to point 
out that these findings, which 
appear separately in the journals 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia and 
Stroke, demonstrate correlation 
but not cause-and-effect. While 
researchers caution against 
over-consuming either diet soda 
or sugary drinks, more research 
is needed to determine how or 
if these drinks actually damage 
the brain, and how much dam-
age may be caused by underly-
ing vascular disease or diabetes.

“These studies are not the 
be-all and end-all, but it’s strong 
data and a very strong sugges-
tion,” says Sudha Seshadri, a pro-
fessor of neurology at Boston 
University School of Medicine 
(MED) and a faculty member 
at BU’s Alzheimer’s Disease 
Center, who is senior author on 
both papers. “It looks like there 
is not very much of an upside to 
having sugary drinks, and sub-

Is soda bad for your brain...is diet 
soda worse?

stituting the sugar with artificial 
sweeteners doesn’t seem to help.”

“Maybe good old-fashioned 
water is something we need to 
get used to,” she adds.

Matthew Pase, a fellow in 
the MED neurology department 
and an investigator at the FHS 
who is corresponding author 
on both papers, says that excess 
sugar has long been associated 
with cardiovascular and meta-
bolic diseases like obesity, heart 
disease, and type 2 diabetes, but 
little is known about its long-
term effects on the human brain. 
He chose to study sugary drinks 
as a way of examining overall 
sugar consumption. “It’s difficult 
to measure overall sugar intake 
in the diet,” he says, “so we used 
sugary beverages as a proxy.”

For the first study, published 
in Alzheimer’s & Dementia 
on March 5, 2017, research-
ers examined data, including 
magnetic resonance imaging 
(MRI) scans and cognitive test-
ing results, from about 4,000 
people enrolled in the Fram-
ingham Heart Study’s Offspring 
and Third-Generation cohorts. 
(These are the children and 
grandchildren of the original 
FHS volunteers enrolled in 
1948.) The researchers looked 
at people who consumed more 
than two sugary drinks a day of 
any type soda, fruit juice, and 
other soft drinks or more than 
three per week of soda alone. 
Among that “high intake” group, 
they found multiple signs of ac-
celerated brain aging, including 
smaller overall brain volume, 
poorer episodic memory, and 
a shrunken hippocampus, all 
risk factors for early-stage Al-

As the world marks Ma-
laria Day, the Kwara 
State Governor, Abdul-

fatah Ahmed has called for 
urgent action to eradicate ma-
laria, one of the biggest public 
health challenges in Africa.

 The Governor stated this 
on Tuesday when he received 
a delegation from the Nation-
al Malaria Elimination Pro-
gramme led by Rebecca Bassey, 
the Country Representative, 
Catholic Relief Services, at the 
Government House, Ilorin, the 
Kwara State capital.

 Ahmed, who called on vari-
ous stakeholders to sustain 

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

Kwara seeks urgent action, plans to distribute 
1.997.000 mosquito nets across the state 

zheimer’s disease. Researchers 
also found that higher intake 
of diet soda, at least one per day, 
was associated with smaller 
brain volume.

In the second study, pub-
lished in Stroke on April 20, 
2017, the researchers, using 
data only from the older Off-
spring cohort, looked specifi-
cally at whether participants 
had suffered a stroke or been 
diagnosed with dementia due 
to Alzheimer’s disease. After 
measuring volunteers’ bever-
age intake at three points over 
seven years, the researchers 
then monitored the volunteers 
for 10 years, looking for evi-
dence of stroke in 2,888 people 
over age 45, and dementia in 

efforts in the area of advocacy 
and targeted with a view to 
checking the prevalence of ma-
laria in Nigeria, commended 
the Catholic Relief Services for 
supporting the elimination of 
malaria and assured that the 
government would support the 
distribution of Long Lasting In-
secticide Nets across the state.

 In her remarks, the Coun-
try Representative, Catholic 
Relief Services, Rebecca Bassey 
disclosed that 60 million long 
lasting insecticide nets would 
be distributed to 30 million 
Nigerians, including Kwarans.

 Bassey further explained 
that about two million long last-
ing insecticide nets, amounting 

1,484 participants over age 60. 
Here they found, surprisingly, 
no correlation between sugary 
beverage intake and stroke or 
dementia. However, they found 
that people who drank at least 
one diet soda per day were 
almost three times as likely to 
develop stroke and dementia.

Although the researchers 
took age, smoking, diet quality, 
and other factors into account, 
they could not completely con-
trol for pre-existing conditions 
like diabetes, which may have 
developed over the course of 
the study and is a known risk 
factor for dementia. Diabetics, 
as a group, drink more diet soda 
on average, as a way to limit 
their sugar consumption, and 

to N1.6bn would be distributed 
in Kwara State through mass 
campaign between July and 
August, this year.

 S i m i l a r l y,  A t o l a g b e 
Alege,  the state Commis-
sioner for Health said in a 
bid to c ombat the spread 
of malaria,  the state gov-
e r n m e n t  w i l l  s o o n  c o m -
menc e the do or- to -do or 
distribution of long lasting 
insecticide mosquito nets 
to households in the state.

 The Commissioner who 
disclosed that the state has 
taken delivery of the treated 
nets noted that the distribu-
tion will be flagged off at Oyun 
Local Government Areas of 
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some of the correlation between 
diet soda intake and dementia 
may be due to diabetes, as well 
as other vascular risk factors. 
However, such pre-existing con-
ditions cannot wholly explain 
the new findings.

“It was somewhat surprising 
that diet soda consumption led 
to these outcomes,” says Pase, 
noting that while prior studies 
have linked diet soda intake to 
stroke risk, the link with demen-
tia was not previously known. 
He adds that the studies did not 
differentiate between types of 
artificial sweeteners and did 
not account for other possible 
sources of artificial sweeteners. 

-Boston University

the state, adding that the pro-
gramme will be extended to 
other parts of the state next 
month. 

 “The long lasting insec-
ticide treated nets will com-
mence this week, and about 
1.997,000 nets are to be dis-
tributed across the state and 
Oyun has been chosen first to 
benefit from the programme,” 
said Alege.

 He however, revealed that 
training is currently on go-
ing for supervision and other 
people that would be involved 
in the distribution.

 He said: “We are current-
ly training supervisors and 
those that will be in charge, 

...Both sugary, diet drinks correlated with accelerated brain aging

it is household distribution 
exercise, everybody will be 
captured.”

 The nets according to him 
would save mothers, children 
and pregnant women from 
malaria and related ailments. 

 It would be recalled that the 
state government had earlier 
this year inaugurated commit-
tee to oversee the distribution 
of 1.1 million Long Lasting In-
secticidal Nets across the 16 local 
government areas of the state.

 Alege assured that the state 
government will ensure that 
the traditional leaders, local 
officials and those at ward level 
among others were involved in 
the distribution.
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Chemicals used for Adire, tie-and-dye 
textiles could cause cancer, says FG

The Federal Government 
has raised an alarm on the 
indiscriminate handling of 

chemicals used by local manu-
facturers and cottage industry 
to produce Adire, tie-and-dye 
textiles in the Southwest part of 
the country, especially Abeokuta, 
saying it could cause terminal skin 
diseases such as cancer and other 
ailments. 

The Government through the 
Ministry of Science and Technolo-
gy, said this at a two-day sensitisa-
tion workshop tagged, “Local Raw 

Materials Sourcing and Handling 
of Textile, Dyeing and Finishing 
Chemicals” held at the Incubation 
Centre in Abeokuta, adding that 
s ome of the chemicals  have 
high potential of causing skin 
diseases as time passes by.  

Permanent Secretary of the 
Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology ,Belema Wakama who 
spoke during a  two-day sen-
sit isation workshop held at 
Incubation Centre,  Abeokuta 
with a theme “ “Local Raw Ma-
terials Sourcing and Handling 
of Textile, Dyeing and Finishing 
Chemicals”.

The government however, 
l a m e n t e d  t h at  s o m e  o f  t h e 
chemicals  have high potential 
of causing diseases like cancer, 
skin diseases and other aliment 
as the time passes by.

Speaking at the workshop on 
Wednesday, Balema Wakama, 
Permanent Secretary, Federal 
Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology, represented by the Di-
rector of Chemical Technology of 
the Ministry, Akinyemi Oyefeso 
said, “Most cases the practitioners 
are not conscious of these safety 
measures and they go ahead and 
do things without being aware of 

I
n continuation of its fight 
against Malaria  and as part of 
activities marking this year’s 
World Malaria Day with the 
universal theme “End Ma-

laria for Good”, Reckitt Benckiser 
(RB) Nigeria, makers of Mortein 
insecticide Brand, with its theme: 
“One Act Against Malaria” has 
joined forces with the Lagos, Ogun 
and Abia State Governments and 
the National Malaria Elimination 
Programme (NMEP) Abuja, to up-
scale action for the elimination of 
malaria in Nigeria through com-
munity engagement, continued 
investment and sustained efforts.

The community engagement 
saw officials from the States Minis-
try of Health and Reckitt Benckiser 
carry out sanitation, free Malaria 
testing and consultation in Abuja, 
Abia, Ogun and Lagos State. They 
also went round communities to 
sensitise and educate residents on 
the immense benefits of maintain-
ing clean environment as one of the 
most cost effective ways to reduce 
mosquitoes which are the major 
carriers of malaria parasite.

Rahul Murgai, general Manager, 
RB West Africa while speaking 
at a briefing in Abuja to com-
memorate the 2017 WMD, said 
“the community engagement and 
collaborations are part of numerous 
consumer engagement activities 
by the company to stem the preva-
lence of malaria scourge in Nigeria 
and Africa as a whole”.

He said the partnership with the 
States and Federal Government, 
which has been on-going for years, 
also demonstrates the company’s 
commitment to the anti-malaria 
fight in the country towards a clean 
and healthy Nigeria.

According to Murgai, “At RB, 
our global vision is to have a world 

Mortein, state ministries of health 
lead fight against Malaria

where people are healthier and live 
better. In achieving this, we will 
continue to make a difference by 
giving people innovative solutions 
for healthier lives and happier 
homes.

He explained “We know that 
regular combined interventions 
of Long Lasting Insecticide Nets 
(LLINs), Larviciding and insecticide 
use like Mortein is the solution to 
achieving a Malaria-free Nigeria. 
Therefore to protect our children 
and ourselves from getting sick, 
the first thing to do is to educate 
ourselves about prevention.”

Leferink Aliza, marketing Di-
rector, RB West Africa, explained 
that, through the grassroots com-
munity engagement, we educate 
communities on the importance of 
hygiene, and how the simple habit 
of maintaining clean surroundings 
and drainages can significantly 
help to reduce malaria.

According to Aliza, There are 
an estimated 100million malaria 
cases with over 300,000 deaths 
per year in Nigeria, mostly among 
children under the age of five.

 “Malaria is preventable and 
we have made it our fight to edu-

RAZAQ AYINLA, Abeokuta the consequence.
She disclosed  that the artisans 

must understand that their safety 
remains key and also to teach 
them ways to avoid hazards at-
tached to their works, just as the 
workshop was organised not only 
to talk about health hazards inher-
ent in indiscriminate handling of 
such chemicals, but also on how 
they could create wealth with the 
correct usage of such chemicals. 

Fielding questions from news-
men, Akinyemi,who is the  over-
seeing Director of Chemical Tech-
nology of Federal Ministry of 
Science and Technology said

a survey was carried out and 
discovered that many manufac-
turers use more of imported dyes,  
hence, 

“there is a need for us to focus 
on locally produced dyes as well 
as the waste effluent of dyes, its 
treatment and global best practices 
which accumulate to us holding 
this workshop.

He said “We believed that for 
the diversification policy of the 
government this is also a key area 
because dye would support the 
textile industry, leather industries, 
printing press and a lot of value 
chain and technology.

cate on how to protect the most 
vulnerable pregnant women and 
children and their families against 
Malaria.

 “This has also leveraged on 
the Clean Healthy Naija program 
which RB is leading across various 
platforms especially for prevent-
able diseases,” he said.

Reiterating Mortein’s com-
mitment to eradicating Malaria, 
Bamigbaiye-Elatuyi Omotola, 
marketing Manager Mortein, RB 
West Africa, stated that Mortein 
has been at the forefront of the 
fight against Malaria in Nigeria.

 “In the past few years, Mortein 
has partnered with the Federal 
Ministry of Health through the 
National Malaria Elimination Pro-
gram (NMEP), Lagos state Ministry 
of Health (LSMOH) and various 
state ministries of health to foster 
education on malaria prevention 
via TV commercials, Education at 
primary healthcare centers and 
the Mortein Own a Community 
Project which has been well ex-
ecuted across all LGA’s in Lagos 
State.

“We intend to take this a step 
further by having doctors in 
Markets to do free Malaria test 
and consultation in cities of high 
prevalence across the country. 
Additionally, One Act Against 
Malaria campaign has recently 
been deployed to bring the mes-
sage closer by imploring everyone 
to do one preventive act towards 
the eradication of Malaria within 
their immediate environment.

Isaac Adewole, Minister of 
Health in his address at the Abuja 
event, said this year’s campaign 
aims at drawing significant atten-
tion to the need to totally eradicate 
the malaria scourge in the country.

He commended Mortein for its 
work and continuous support in 
the fight against malaria through 
its collaboration with the govern-
ment. He therefore pledged the 
Federal government’s commit-
ment to work with RB/ Mortein to 
ensure total eradication of malaria 
in the country by imploring every-
one to do acts against malaria in 
their community.

The Commissioners for health 
in Lagos, Ogun and Abia States also 
commended Mortein for team-
ing up with their respective State 
governments in the fight against 
malaria.
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Nigerian football recently 
got a boost as the Nigeria’s 
foremost integrated energy 

solutions company, Aiteo Group has 
taken up sponsorship of the Nigeria 
Football Federation (NFF) to grow 
football development in the coun-
try. The partnership will start on 
May 1, 2017 and will last five years 
with an initial option of a one-year 
extension. 

The deal is the first in-country 
sports sponsorship for the Energy 
giant which will be referred to as the 
“Official Optimum Partner of the 
NFF”. It also grants exclusive rights 
to Aiteo Group and will cover all 
local and foreign components of 
the NFF’s financial obligations for 
the main team. 

The financial obligation to 
Aiteo Group for this partnership 
is being valued at ₦500 Million an-
nually and the official marketing 
agency is Mediterranean. 

 The deal is aimed at solving the 
issues of non-payment of salaries 
of all national team coaches.

Speaking at the epoch making event,
Francis Peters, Deputy Manag-

ing Director, Aiteo Group, made 
the disclosure at the agreement 
signing between the representa-
tives of the company and the 
Nigeria Football Federation (NFF) 
in Lagos.

Peters disclosed that the pay-

Stories by ANTHONY NLEBEM 
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Aiteo Group invests N2.5bn in 
development of Nigerian football

Philip Morris excites trade partners with Premiership experience

We ek in, we ek out, 
many Nigerians stay 
glued to news chan-

nels just to catch up with the 
English Premiership Football 
League (EPL) matches and their 
respective outcomes. The way 
the young and old argue and 
take sides over EPL games 
show how passionate people 
are about the game in Nigeria.

Such is the massive passion 
and followership garnered 
by the EPL that a chance of 
watching an EPL game live in 
England is considered a life-
time experience by the average 
Nigerian football fan. The few 
who get the chance will typi-
cally keep memorabilia of such 
to continually remind them-
selves of the thrills, or relive 
the experience, and proudly 
show off the achievement to 
friends and family.

So for six Nigerian trade 
partners of Philip Morris Lim-
ited who recently found them-
selves savouring the experi-
ence of watching a live match 
in England and having a tour 
of Stamford Bridge, the home 

L-R:  Andrew Onyearu, Group General Counsel, Aiteo Group; Francis Peters, Deputy Managing Director, Aiteo Eastern 
Exploration & Production; Amaju Pinnick, President Nigeria Football Federation and Seyi Akinwumi, NFF 1st Vice President 
during the signing ceremony of Aiteo Group as NFF’s Official Optimum Partner in Lagos on Wednesday.

The beneficiaries at the Emirates Stadium

ment was for the development 
of football in Nigeria, adding that 
the agreement was as a result of 
the groundwork done by the NFF 
President, Amaju Pinnick.

He said, “We are ready to sup-
port him because we knew he is an 
achiever considering what he did 
at Delta State Football Association.

“That is why we decided to 
partner with the NFF in paying 
the coaches’ salaries with N500 
million per annum for the next 
five years.

“The sponsorship will com-
mence on May 1, 2017 and will last 
five years with an initial option of 
a one-year extension.

“The deal grants exclusive rights 
to Aiteo Group and will cover all lo-
cal and foreign components of the 
NFF’s financial obligations for the 
main team which is dissimilar to 
the recent deal with Zenith Bank.

“Aiteo Group’s overreaching 
social responsibility objectives 
are to encourage a positive impact 
through our activities in the society 
at large and which it has success-
fully done for several years.

“This is the long awaited injec-
tion of funds the NFF has earnestly 
yearned for.

“We are convinced that we are 
turning a new chapter in Nigerian 
football with this agreement in 
place. We share a vision of excel-
lence to promoting the delight of 
football loving Nigerians” he added.

Commenting at the event, 

Amaju Pinnck said the deal would 
put to end the lingering issues of 
non-payment of coaches for all the 
national teams

 “This journey started two years 
ago, a journey by God’s grace that 
will lead us to the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup.

“We are very excited because 
what we have done goes beyond 
what anybody can comprehend; 

the 5 years partnership is sustain-
able in terms of football develop-
ment.

“In the next five years, there 
will be nothing about owing any 
national team coaches.

“I call on other corporate organ-
isations to emulate this extreme 
generosity to support the NFF to 
succeed, and I assure you, we will 
abide by every aspect of the con-

tract signed today,’’ he said.
In his remarks, Sheu Dikko, the 

Chairman of League Management 
Company (LMC), applauded Aiteo 
Group for becoming the Official 
Optimum and Technical Support 
Partner to NFF.

Dikko explained that the indig-
enous oil giant has the right to use 
the images of all national football 
teams in their commercials.

Donelly said.
“We chose to use the popular-

ity of the English Premiership to 
reward our gold partners with a 
chance to enjoy themselves by at-
tending and watching a game live 
in England. However, during the 
course of the tour, I discovered 
that most of the people were fans 
of Chelsea FC while the live game 
available as at the time we were 
in London was involving Arsenal 
FC, so I quickly arranged a tour 
of Stamford Bridge in addition to 
the live Arsenal FC game earlier 
planned,” he said.

The company bore full ex-
penses of the trip, from visa 
procurement, flight tickets, and 
choice accommodation to local 
runs within and outside Nigeria.

For the trade partners, it was 
an experience of a lifetime that 
has literarily turned them to 
celebrities among their peers.

One of the beneficiaries, 
Ifeanyi Anthony, managing di-
rector, Tonychy & Sons, who ex-
pressed pleasure at the chance 
to personally feel his beloved 
CFC home grounds, said it was 
something that would live with 
him forever.

ground of Chelsea Football 
Club (CFC) and the eighth 
largest ground in the Premier 
League, it has been a dream 
come true.

Given that Stamford Bridge 
is the home of the CFC where 
football legends like Nigeria’s 
own Super Eagles Captain 
John Mikel Obi, retiring Chel-
sea FC Captain John Terry, 
African legend Didier Drogba, 
among many other notable 
soccer stars honed their skills 
in preparation for entertaining 

their fans across the world on 
regular basis, it would always 
be a remarkable and exciting 
experience for any football fol-
lower to step on such grounds.

To heighten the excitement 
and make it more memora-
ble, the trade partners got a 
full celebrity treatment as they 
were conducted round Stamford 
Bridge. Due to a change in the 
EPL schedule, the earlier planned 
match between Arsenal and cur-
rent EPL champions Leicester 
City was postponed. Not deterred 

by this, PML’s agent worked as-
siduously to get new tickets to the 
FA Cup quarter final game played 
between Arsenal Football Club 
and Lincoln City on Saturday, 
March 11, 2017 at the Emirates 
Stadium.

The lucky six were drawn 
from Nigeria’s six geopolitical 
zones in recognition of the 
business done with PML and 
rewarded with an all-expense-
paid return trip to the UK, live 
football experience, a guided 
tour of London and other thrill-
ing experiences for three days.

While the businesspeople 
relished the experience, the 
trip coordinator Andrew Don-
nelly, commercial director, 
PML, on discerning that most 
of them were fans of CFC, 
promptly arranged to enrich 
the experience with a visit to 
Stamford Bridge.

“We set out to delight our 
trade partners with world-
class footballing experience, 
because the game of football 
is a sport most Nigerians are 
passionate about. So we wanted 
to connect with our partners 
through their passion point,” 



Polo stars converge for Rivers 
at 50 Polo Tournament

Sports
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Polo players from across the 
country gathered in Port Har-
court, the Rivers State capital, 

last weekend for the Rivers at 50 
Polo Tournament hosted by the Port 
Harcourt Polo Club.

Rivers State Governor, Nyesom 
Ezenwo Wike, represented by the 
Secretary to the State Government, 
Kenneth Kobani, during the tourna-
ment stated that the popularity of 
polo as a sport was growing across 
the state.

The governor said that polo was 
no longer a sport exclusively for the 
elite as it is now a sport for all lovers 
of competition.

He said: “As a government that 
believes in doing things for the gener-
ality of the populace, the Rivers State 
Government is proud to be associated 
with Polo.

“Port Harcourt Polo Club in its own 
unique way, put up the Golden Jubilee 
Polo Tournament to celebrate the Riv-
ers State Golden Jubilee “.

Governor Wike assured the Port 
Harcourt Polo Club of the contin-
ued support for the sport, noting 
that awareness for the game will be 

impressed that the governor urged 
the Club to do a special one around 
the middle of the year. Thus, the April 
22, 2017 Port Harcourt International 
Polo Tournament was set out to con-
firm polo as a major sport in the state 
henceforth. The past president of 
the club and chairman of the Golden 
Jubilee Committee (Media/Publicity 
chairman), Ibifri Bobmanuel, who 
is also the president of the Rivers 
Entrepreneurs and Investors Forum 
(REIF), said the just-concluded fiesta 
was to be a fun-filled icing on the cake 
of the jubilee year based on high-gear 
preparations.

Club president, Ibiwari Pepple, said 
Port Harcourt Polo Club was known 
for its tournaments and always as a 
place for people to come and enjoy the 
game of polo. “It is always a window 
for tourism promotion in Rivers State. 
This one is a Jubilee edition. The gov-
ernment wanted us to organize the 
event. We called up topmost players 
around Nigeria and the best were 
here. Fun-fare was certain because 
we had top artistes that came to per-
form. We showcased Rivers artistes 
and we guaranteed that everything 
was groovy.”

The state wants to use polo to 
attract investors and top business 
people and show that Port Harcourt 
is once again a business destination.

Abia Ninjas begin camping in Umuahia
…. Gov. Ikpeazu to storm camp on Monday

The first camping session of the Abia 
State Grassroots Development Ini-
tiative (ABGRASOD) has kicked off 

in Umuahia, the state capital with almost 
1000 in attendance.

The scheme is a mega sports academy 
aimed at grooming the state’s Under-15 
athletes and sports persons with global 
standard training to produce world-beat-
ers in the near future. It is also to create a 
sports business base in the state to comple-
ment the SME and fabrication culture of 
the state that draws strength from the 
self-help spirit of the people of the state.

The camping began a week before now 
open to athletes in 26 sporting areas but 
the organizers said only 12 areas are in 
action in the first camp session.

ABGRASOD is a PPP that allows Praik 
Applied Nigeria Limited to lead a consor-
tium of consultants and partners to iden-
tify 60 talented Abia athletes of between 
11 and 15 years into a mega-academy 
that combines schooling (in their original 
schools initially) and sports training of in-
ternational standards. International part-
ners would send their training manuals 
that ABGRASOD coaches would apply in 
camp so as to create talents that fit straight 
into any academy in the world due to the 

standardized training. The camp convenes 
during holidays only.

The camping was said to be originally 
planned to take place at the famous Nsulu 
Games Village as ordered by the sports 
loving governor, Okezie Ikpeazu, but some 
bureaucratic bottlenecks are believed to 
have affected the readiness of the wildly 
overgrown facility that boasts of capacity 
to hold over 12,000 athletes in hostel-like 
accommodation plus hostels for over 70 
personnel.

The CEO of Praik Applied (Nigeria) 
and Coordinator of ABGRASOD, Kalu 
Prince-Iroha, confirmed that camping was 
planned to start on Aril 17 at Nsulu but 
had to move over to the NYSC Orientation 
Camp for the sake of helping the youths 
of the state. He had said the focus would 
be on Athletics, Volleyball, Boxing, Chess, 
Football, Handball, Judo, Karate, Kick-
Boxing, Lawn Tennis, etc, but said only 12 
were possible at the moment.

Sources at the camp said the almost 
1000 young athletes have shown great 
enthusiasm, ready to compete and chal-
lenge with little or no food. The athletes 
begin in the morning, rest at noon, and 
return in the evenings to fight for upper-
hand.

The aim is said to be to produce ready 
players in most games for Abia, Nigeria 
and the world. The expectation is that 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

…. celebrate Rivers golden jubilee

heightened.
He appealed to the people of the 

state to support all aspects of the Riv-
ers Golden Jubilee Celebration.

Representative of Governor Wike 
handed out prizes and trophies to 
winners at the Polo Tournament.

The representative of the Governor 
was assisted by the Alternate Chair-

man of the Golden Jubilee Celebration 
Committee, OCJ Okocha, SAN.

The governor’s love for polo may 
have come after the successful shake-
up of the Garden City for one week in 
January 2017 by the Port Harcourt 
International Polo Tournament with 
huge business attractions.

The Rivers State was said to be so 

the future stars would earn huge income 
in sports and form a new reservoir of 
human capital that could earn hard cur-
rency to the state. Many countries and 
scouts around the world are said to have 
indicated intention to pick prospects 
from ABGRASOD to turn them into stars.

In an interview at the camp, the Coor-
dinator, Kalu, said he was moved by the 
zeal and energy of the youths. He said 
discipline is the first charge because it 
is the foundation of sports success any-

where in the world. He noted that many 
athletes were being decamped on account 
of indiscipline.

The coordinator however appealed for 
support and funding to make the camp-
ing a success, saying the youths of Abia 
deserve support from the leaders of today 
to build the leaders of tomorrow. “These 
energetic children will youths are the pillar 
of tomorrow in Abia State. They will not 
forget anybody who comes to their rescue 
in this and other camp sessions.”

Alternate Chairman of the Rivers State Golden Jubilee Celebration Committee, OCJ Okocha  (SAN) 
exchanging pleasantries with a  player at the Rivers at 50 Polo Tournament recently. 

Abia Ninjas in camp
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Why Europe still needs cash

P
ayment systems in Europe 
are facing upheaval. With the 
digital revolution offering ever-
faster and more convenient 
means for settling transactions, 

cash seems to some to have no future. 
But to write off the role of banknotes and 
coins in the economy would be a mistake.

Non-cash payment options have been 
proliferating in recent years. Credit 
cards, online transfers, and direct-debit 
payments are already well established. 
Now, smartphone-enable d digital-
payment solutions and mobile wallets 
are also gaining ground. The emergence 
of potentially disruptive innovations like 
distributed ledger technologies indicate 
that further and possibly fundamental 
change may be on the horizon.

Indep endent of  thes e new and 
incipient options, there are a number of 
studies making the case to abolish cash. 
Advocates of a cashless society tend to 
fall into three distinct camps.

The first camp, the alchemists, wants 
to overcome the restrictions that the zero 
lower bound (ZLB) imposes on monetary 
policy. The second, the law and order 
camp, wants to cancel the primary 
means of payment for illicit activities. 
And the third camp, the fintech (financial 
technology) alliance, anticipates major 
business opportunities arising from the 
elimination of the high storage, issuance, 
and handling costs of cash that the 
financial industry currently faces.

But the arguments for going cashless 

payments are made in cash.
As is often the case in Europe, the 

differenc es among memb er states 
are pronounced: the share of cash 
transactions ranges from 42% in Finland 
to 92% in Malta. But, overall, the public’s 
commitment to cash remains strong – 
and is becoming stronger.

In fact, growth in overall demand for 
cash is outpacing nominal GDP growth. 
In the last five years, the average annual 
growth rate of euro banknotes was 
4.9% by value and 6.2% by piece. This 
rise includes denominations that are 
predominantly used for transactions, 
rather than for savings.

T h e s e  f i n d i n g s  c o n f i r m  t h e 
appropriateness of the ECB’s neutral 
stance on payments, which allows for 
both cash and cashless payments. This 
approach is based on four principles: 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  s a f e t y,  e ff i c i e n c y, 
technological neutrality, and freedom of 
choice for users of the respective means 
of payment.

The ECB’s supreme objective is to 
ensure price stability. To support that 
objective, it supplies safe central-bank 
liquidity, in the form of both bank-held 
central-bank reserves and banknotes 
(the latter being the sole notes with the 
status of legal tender in the eurozone).

If Europe were to abolish cash, it would 
cut off people’s only direct link to central-
bank money. In a democracy, such a 
link helps to foster public acceptance 
of c entral-bank indep endenc e, by 
reinforcing the trust and support of 
the people in the conduct of effective 
monetary policymaking.

The ECB will continue to provide 
banknotes. We will also facilitate the 
further development of an integrated, 
innovative, and competitive market for 
retail payment solutions in the eurozone. 
If, one day, cash is replaced by electronic 
means of payment, that decision should 
reflect the will of the people, not the force 
of lobby groups. 
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do not withstand scrutiny. Start with 
the alchemists’ case. It is true that, in an 
environment of very low interest rates, 
the conduct of monetary policy becomes 
difficult.

Yet experience has shown that the 
effective lower bound is different from 
the ZLB. Indeed, negative interest rates 
have worked, without triggering a flight 
to cash, especially when combined with 
outright asset purchases, long-term 
credit operations (including “fixed-rate 
full allotment” and “targeted” variants), 
and forward guidance. As such, negative 
interest rates should be understood as a 
specific non-standard monetary-policy 
instrument different from low interest 
rates.

The law-and-order camp’s case for 
banning cash also wilts under scrutiny. 
By acting as a store of value and a means 
of payment, cash fulfills an important 
social function for many law-abiding 
citizens. Would anyone suggest forbidding 
private ownership of luxury cars or gems 
because criminals like them? Harming 
the decent majority in order to punish 
a misbehaving minority would be like 
cracking a nut with a sledgehammer – and 
breaking the table it is on in the process.

Finally, the fintech alliance promises 
that, with its innovative digital-payment 
solutions, it can ease the conduct of 
financial  transactions.  Customers 
would no longer need to carry wads of 
cash or search for ATMs. But it is an 
open question whether the still highly 
fragmented digital-payment sector will 
help customers more than the companies 
offering the payment solutions.

There is one more major problem 
with the arguments for a cashless 
society: most people, at least in the 
eurozone, don’t want it. According 
to an as-yet-unpublished European 
Central Bank survey of 65,000 eurozone 
residents, almost 80% of all point-of-sale 
transactions are conducted in cash; and, 
in terms of value, more than half of 
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There are two main ways in which an anti-virus 
software goes about working on its job. In the 
main way, it might scan through your files and 
look for any virus, the details of which are stored 
in a virus directory that it is based with. The 
next way is actually by browsing through all 
your programs to detect any suspicious behavior 
which will indicate this presence on the virus. 
The emphasis is basically on the utilization of a 
viral directory with the vast majority of antivi-
rus software that are you can buy.
There are generally other ways in which antivi-
rus software work. For instance, they try to copy 
the initial the main code on the particular exe-
cutable, before really allowing that executable to 
do its career. If the idea finds that this executables 
are generally modifying itself with no initiation, 
after that it treats it as a virus. Though this pro-
cess has found a few takers, it has been known to 
make a lot of false alerts.
The most crucial part approximately any anti-
virus software programs is understanding how 
and when to use it efficiently. Users must also be 
informed on how to identify sites that contain 
potential viruses and how to know when a site is 
not safe that you download with. It would also be 
a smart move to use your computer in the user 
mode instead of the administrator mode as this 
can keep quite a few viruses from exploding.

Blogs
From the 

“For Nigeria to develop or even make 
any appreciable progress, we must re-
structure Nigeria’s political, adminis-
trative and political architecture. That 
way we can free resources that would 
otherwise go to unviable ventures and 
projects, then commit same to areas that 
directly cater for and benefit the people.” 
Atiku Abubakar, former, Vice President 
of Nigeria.
 
“I am very pleased that Professor Osin-
bajo is the head of the committee. He has 
proved his dependability when he was 
Attorney General of Lagos State. He was 
responsible for the turning around of the 
justice system of Lagos State. Osinbajo is 
not a man that you can bribe to pervert 
justice”.  Tam David West, former, Min-
ister of Petroleum.
 
“In this moment it is the only option we 
have: Axel, Eric (Bailly) and Daley (Blind). 
I am also training hard in the gym so I 
can be an option also”, Mourinho told 
reporters after the draw with City at the 
Etihad Stadium. 

Numbers
$1.3m
The Customs officials on Friday found $USD1.3 
million in luggage at Dusseldorf Airport, German.

$100m
The naira depreciated from 388 per United States dol-
lar on Wednesday to 390/dollar on Thursday as the 
Central Bank of Nigeria continued to intervene in the 
foreign exchange market to boost the local currency.

YVES MERSCH
Mersch is a member of the Executive Board of 

the European Central Bank.


