
BUSINESS  DAY

SUNDAYBD 
  Sunday 17 September 2017*       Vol 1, No. 183                              N300

CHUKS OLUIGBO

Pages 12-13

NewSFeature
How Belemaoil 
wants to tackle 
Niger Delta’s 
‘internal 
capital flight’

Page 15

See story on page 4

2019: Buhari in the 
eyes of Nigerians

Politics
Millions of 
unclaimed 
voter cards 
litter iNEc 
offices as 
2019 knocks

R-L: Aliyu Abdulhameed, MD, NIRSAL; Stella Oduah, a senator; Jones Onyereri, member, House of Representatives, and Demola Sogunle, MD, Stanbic-IBTC, 
during the signing of an MoU for the N50bn NIRSAL/Stanbic-IBTC Agric Financing Scheme at the weekend.

NiRsAl, stANBic iBtc partner on N50bn agric financing scheme

I
n continuation of its efforts 
to boost agricultural produc-
tivity and modernisation by 
facilitating increased bank 

lending to the sector, the Nigeria 

…initial projected positive impact to reach about 500,000 Nigerians
Incentive-Based Risk Sharing 
System for Agricultural Lend-
ing (NIRSAL) has entered into a 
N50 billion agriculture financing 
partnership with Stanbic IBTC 
Bank for the 2017/2018 dry and 
wet season.

The partnership will cover 

NIRSAL-supported projects in 
livestock, crops, mechanisation, 
logistics and poultry.

STANBIC IBTC has committed 
an initial N10 billion for the take-
off of the scheme. The amount 
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F
rom the moment Major 
General D. D. Ahmadu, 
Chief of Training and 
Operations of the Nige-
rian Army, announced 

in a press briefing on September 
7, 2017 that the Army was em-
barking on Exercise EGWU EKE II 
(PYTHON DANCE II) in the South-
East states of the country, keen 
observers knew the operation 
had the potential to degenerate 
into violent clashes.

Although Ahmadu, who is-
sued a press statement on behalf 
of the Chief of Army Staff, Lieu-
tenant General Tukur Yusufu 
Buratai, had said the exercise 
became “expedient due to the 
mindless assassinations (even in 
religious places), attack on secu-
rity personnel, theft of weapons, 
armed banditry, kidnapping, 
cultism and violent agitations, as 
well as other security challeng-
es that have recently become 
prevalent in the South-Eastern 
part of the country”, not a few 
Nigerians saw it as ill-conceived 
and ill-timed.

The exercise was to be “con-
ducted in 82 Division Area of 
Responsibility, covering Abia, 
Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu and 
Imo States from 15 September to 
14 October, 2017”, Ahmadu had 
said in the statement.

And though the Army had 
urged “members of the public 
especially the residents of Abia, 
Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu and Imo 
States…not to panic as their safety 
and well-being is guaranteed at all 
times”, misgivings regarding the 
exercise were freely expressed, 
online and offline.

As many had feared, the mili-
tary exercise escalated tensions in 
Abia State and resulted in violent 
clashes between members of the 
Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) 
and men of the Nigerian Army 
last Sunday, even earlier than the 
stated date of commencement 
of the operation. As they say, so 
much water has passed under the 
bridge since then.

Many well-meaning Nigerians 
rose in unison to condemn the 
exercise, saying it was totally un-
called for. Some also queried why 
the same kind of operation had 
not been declared against Fulani 
herdsmen who had been raping 
women and murdering innocent 
citizens in their homes and farms 
across the country.

“Kanu has been charged to 
court. He is out on bail. The FG 
has applied to the court to revoke 
his bail. The court has not done 
so. The court will sit next month. 
Why not simply wait for the 
court to sit and decide whether 
to revoke the bail or not?

“In spite of Kanu’s utterances, 
the simple truth is that he and his 
group have not used arms or vio-
lence. Sane countries keep such 
people on the watch list.

“Between IPOB and Fulani 
herdsmen, which group is a bigger 
threat and has caused thousands 
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The pythons’ macabre dance

of deaths? What has been done 
against the herdsmen? Who has 
been arrested or charged for all 
the killings?” Agunze Azuka On-
wuka, a public affairs commenta-
tor, said in a Facebook comment.

Also commenting, Victor Mba 
Agbai said on Facebook, “I still 
cannot think out how a govern-
ment and its army that has found 
it difficult to defeat Boko Haram 
and has continued to BOMB 
Sambisa forest when it said it 
had cleared the ‘forest’ of the 
TERRORISTS can and has sent a 
big army unit with ten armoured 
carriers to kill unarmed, defence-
less Igbo people, laying siege on Ig-
boland, leaving the hot north-east 
war zone. The order to ‘fish out’ 
Shekau whom they have killed 
three times could not be executed. 
But they can go to Igboland and 
kill people recklessly.”

All through the week, several 
tension-heightening messages 
circulated on social media. Some 
claimed the DSS and security 
chiefs were in a secret meeting 
with network operators to cut 
off the internet and phone calls/
services in the South-East so that 
people would not be able to know 
what is going on those areas.

Some claimed the exercise 
was meant to provoke IPOB to 
violence as an excuse to massacre 
the Igbo race since there was no 
way to differentiate between 
IPOB and non-IPOB members, 
while others said it was to be-
siege the Igbo people against 
reprisal attack by October 1 
should youths in the North begin 
to massacre the Igbo people in the 
North on that date. Recall that 
a coalition of Northern youths 
had earlier given all Igbo resident 
in the North until October 1 to 
vacate the region or face the con-
sequences. The youths, however, 

later withdrew the threat.
There was even a certain 

guide on how to stay safe in the 
South-East during the Exercise 
Egwu Eke II.

The guides, 15 items in all, in-
cluded, among others, (1) Always 
carry your ID card with you, so 
that you can always identify your-
self whenever called upon to do so; 
(2) Never stay out late for whatever 
reason; (3) If you must drive, make 
sure your driver’s licence and all 
your car particulars are complete 
and valid; (4) If possible do not use 
car with tinted glass even if you 
have permit; (5) If you are stopped 
at the checkpoint, answer only 
the questions that you are asked. 
Do not volunteer any information 
nor ask questions, and (6) Do not 
for any reason argue with any 
military personnel, they are all 
battle ready.

Fortunately, the issue seemed 
to have been contained as at 
Friday.

On Thursday, Okezie Ikpeazu, 
Abia State governor, announced 
to a press conference that the 
Army had agreed to withdraw 
soldiers from Aba and Umuahia.

The governor also warned 
memb ers of IPOB to desist 
from perpetrating violence, 
spreading falsehood and also 
to abstain from carrying out 
street protests.

“After several interventions, 
I want to inform you that by 
tomorrow morning, there will 
be a withdrawal of soldiers from 
the streets of Aba and Umuai-
hia, apart from the pre-existing 
military checkpoints at various 
location in the state.

“With the expected exit of 
soldiers from the streets, we must 
warn that we will not tolerate 
agitators and protesters taking 
over the streets for any reasons,” 

Ikpeazu said.
He warned mischief makers 

“who want to use Abia as their 
base” to desist, promising that the 
state would be too hot for them 
to carry out their wicked acts “as 
the government will work with 
security agents to ensure the pro-
tection of lives and property in 
the state without fear or favour”.

Just on Friday, Southeast 
governors, arising from an emer-
gency meeting held at the Enugu 
State Government House, pro-
nounced a ban IPOB. The meet-
ing was attended by Governors 
Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi (Enugu), Dave 
Umahi (Ebonyi), Okezie Ikpeazu 
(Abia), and Willie Obiano (Anam-
bra). Imo State was represented 
by Deputy Governor Eze Madu-
mere.

The meeting also had in at-
tendance Nnia Nwodo, president 
general of Ohanaeze Ndigbo, 
Ike Ekweremadu, deputy sen-
ate president, and Gen. Adamu 
Abubakar, the general officer 
commanding, 82 Division, Enu-
gu.

Reading a communiqué after 
the two-hour meeting, Governor 
Umahi said, “All activities of IPOB 
are hereby proscribed. IPOB and 
all other aggrieved groups are ad-
vised to articulate their position 
on all national issues and submit 
to the Committee of Governors, 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo and National 
Assembly members from South-
East Zone, through the chairman, 
Southeast Governors’ Forum.”

The Nigerian military also 
said it has categorized the IPOB 
as a terrorist group, with the 
Defence Headquarters saying it 
followed analysis by the military 
on the various activities of the 
group.

Whatever happens, we can 
only hope that these initiatives 
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would douse the tension in the 
South-East so that law-abiding 
citizens in those states can go 
about their normal businesses 
without fear of molestation.

Meanwhile, on the cause 
of the sudden upsurge in self-
determination agitations, some 
analysts blame the government 
of the day for its divisive tenden-
cies.

“I believe the obvious and 
apparent inclination towards 
regional preferences in appoint-
ments and policies has led to an 
escalation of ethnic and region-
al grievances in Nigeria. The 
security forces have dealt in a 
harsh and repressive manner 
with peaceful demonstrators, 
whether they be Shia Muslims 
in Zaria or pro-Biafra activists 
in Onitsha. In both cases, it ap-
pears unarmed protesters have 
been mowed down in a manner 
that may rise to the standard 
required for characterization 
as crimes against humanity,” 
wrote Opeyemi Agbaje, a Lagos-
based public affairs analyst.

“The only group the admin-
istration has dealt with in a 
sober and considered manner, 
after an initial attempt to apply 
force, has been the Niger-Delta 
Avengers who have their own 
apparatus of violence and ability 
to inflict damage on the nation’s 
oil economy. The other group 
the government has treated 
with kid’s gloves has been the 
so-called Fulani herdsmen, the 
AK47-wielding terrorists who 
have killed, murdered and pil-
laged across the country, while 
government argued for grazing 
reserves on their behalf. Again 
the ’97 percent-5 percent’ prin-
ciple appears to explain govern-
ment’s curious restraint in this 
regard,” he added.
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W
ith the 2019 elections 
still more than a clear 
one year away, and 
even as Nigerians are 
yet to reap the benefits 

of the “Change agenda” they massively 
voted for in 2015, discussions are already 
ongoing among politicians around a pos-
sible re-election of President Muham-
madu Buhari. The 74-year-old president 
rode to power in 2015 on the promise of 
transformational change, even though 
the promised change is yet to happen 
nearly two-and-a-half years into the life 
of the administration.

While reactions have trailed the calls 
for Buhari to seek a second term in 2019, 
pundits say the president, who under-
standably enjoyed massive media support 
during the 2015 elections, may not enjoy 
similar support in a possible re-election 
in 2019.

Wole Soyinka, a Nobel laureate, de-
scribed the early discussions on Buhari’s 
re-election as disgusting.

“Why are we talking about second 
term for heaven’s sake? I don’t understand 
this. I refuse to be part of that discussion. I 
absolutely refuse to be part of the discus-
sion,” Soyinka was quoted to have said.

Some Nigerians also say Buhari’s poor 
health condition should naturally pre-
clude any discussion around a possible 
re-election bid. In 2017 alone, President 
Buhari has spent a total of 154 days 
treating an undisclosed ailment in Lon-
don, United Kingdom. He spent 51 days 
(January 19-March 10, 2017) during his 
first trip and 103 days (May 7-August 19) 
during his second trip. He had travelled 
to London on June 6 last year to treat an 
ear infection.

But there are others who say Buhari’s 
re-election in 2019 is an entirely bad idea 
given the president’s poor performance 
in office.

Tosin Ayinde, a marketing communi-
cation consultant who supported Buhari 
in 2015, said, “Buhari’s re-election would 
be disastrous for the economy and the 
people. If not that impeachment is politi-
cised, he should have been removed from 
office. This is on account of his ill health, 
poor performance and ineptitude on fight 
against corruption as nobody has been 
brought to book on account of corruption 
to serve as deterrent.”

Only recently, Aisha Alhassan, a 
serving minister in Buhari’s cabinet, said 
she would support Atiku Abubakar, a 
former vice president and chieftain of 
the APC, over Buhari, saying she was not 
perturbed about the possibility of losing 
her job over the matter.

“Let me tell you today that if Baba said 
he is going to contest in 2019, I swear to 
Allah, I will go before him and kneel and 
tell him that ‘Baba I am grateful for the 
opportunity you gave me to serve your 

government as a minister, but Baba just 
like you know, I will support only Atiku 
because he is my godfather. If Atiku said 
he is going to contest,” said Alhassan, 
popularly known as ‘Mama Taraba’.

Although the APC said Alhassan has 
apologised for that utterance, pundits 
see it as a glaring sign of Buhari’s wan-
ing popularity even among his avowed 
supporters.

In the beginning
Unlike in 2003, 2007 and 2011 when 

he tried unsuccessfully to get a shot at 
Nigeria’s top job, President Buhari had 
assumed a larger-than-life image by the 
time of the 2015 elections. Not only did 
Buhari’s image-makers do a great job of 
highlighting his much-touted personal 
integrity and incorruptibility, the wide-
spread perception of the then incumbent 
President Goodluck Jonathan as a weak 
leader under whose watch the country 
descended into the cesspool of putrefac-
tion helped to water the ground.

As at the time of the 2015 elections, 
many Nigerians had become wearied 
of the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
which had held power at the centre 
since the country’s return to civil rule in 
1999. Many described the PDP’s 16 years 
in power as “the years of locusts and 
caterpillars”.

There were visible signs of discontent 
everywhere. Nigerians wanted a total 
break from the old order. The change 
mantra that came to define the election-

was sweeping across the country as the 
newly-elected president – a man known 
for his zero tolerance for corruption and 
whose major campaign promises centred 
on “improving developmental indices 
(poverty reduction, employment, secu-
rity, etc.), tackling corruption, insecurity 
and diversifying the economy” – prepared 
to take over the reins of power.

On the back of the outcome of the 2015 
polls and subsequent events, Iwelumo 
wrote, “Nigeria saw its stock index rise 
by 8.3 percent and its currency, the naira, 
rose by 7 percent against the dollar in the 
parallel market”.

“Suddenly, the business environment 
is showing a bullish stance after months 
of lull and inactivity. In coming months, 
better economic indices such as lower ex-
change rates in the official market would 
imply lower costs for businesses and 
companies would be more willing to meet 
financial obligations,” Iwelumo wrote.

“With the incoming administration’s 
promise of ‘change’, considerable changes 
in focus are expected from the pro-capi-
talist policies of the incumbent [Jonathan] 
administration,” she wrote.

In his inaugural speech on May 29, 
2015, the newly sworn-in Buhari demon-
strated that he understood the task ahead 
of him. After listing “enormous challeng-
es” facing Nigeria – insecurity, pervasive 
corruption, the hitherto unending and 
seemingly impossible fuel and power 
shortages, which he identified as “the 
immediate concerns” that his government 
was going to tackle “head on” – Buhari 
expressed confidence that “we can fix our 
problems”, “modernise and uplift Nigeria”, 
and that the task may be daunting but “it 
is by no means insurmountable”.

“With depleted foreign reserves, fall-
ing oil prices, leakages and debts, the 
Nigerian economy is in deep trouble and 
will require careful management to bring 
it round and to tackle the immediate chal-
lenges confronting us, namely, Boko Ha-
ram, the Niger Delta situation, the power 
shortages and unemployment especially 
among young people. For the longer term 
we have to improve the standards of our 
education. We have to look at the whole 
field of medicare. We have to upgrade 
our dilapidated physical infrastructure,” 
Buhari said in his inaugural speech.

“No single cause can be identified to 
explain Nigerian’s poor economic per-
formance over the years than the power 
situation. It is a national shame that an 
economy of 180 million generates only 
4,000MW, and distributes even less. Con-
tinuous tinkering with the structures of 
power supply and distribution and close 
to $20bn expended since 1999 have only 
brought darkness, frustration, misery, 
and resignation among Nigerians. We 
will not allow this to go on. Careful stud-
ies are underway during this transition 
to identify the quickest, safest and most 
cost-effective way to bring light and relief 
to Nigerians,” he added.

He further said he would frontally 
tackle unemployment, notably youth 

eering campaign of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) came in the nick of time, 
and Nigerians bought into it basically be-
cause change was the only tonic needed 
in the circumstance when disillusion-
ment and frustration ruled the people’s 
collective psyche. The plethora of mouth-
watering promises made by Buhari 
and the APC during the electioneering 
campaign had raised the expectations of 
many. Buhari and the APC had promised 
Nigerians and the world that they would 
deal decisively with the Boko Haram in-
surgents, tackle the electricity issue once 
and for all, give corruption a bloody nose, 
among others. Indeed, many came to see 
President Buhari as the long-awaited 
messiah who would right the wrongs of 
the past years. And on March 28, 2015, 
they demonstrated this when they voted 
en masse for Buhari and the APC.

Buhari’s victory at the polls brought a 
renewed hope not only among the gen-
erality of Nigerians but also among the 
business and investing community. Ana-
lysts began to highlight the opportunities 
in the economy, pointing to quick-wins 
that the administration could tap into to 
retain its goodwill among the populace 
while working on the longer-term issues.

Heightened expectations
Writing in May 2015 shortly before 

Buhari’s inauguration, Mary Iwelumo, a 
partner in PwC Nigeria and head of strat-
egy and operations, PwC West Africa, 
noted the fresh wave of optimism that 
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“We did not have a cabinet for seven 
months and we yet do not have a rational 
economic policy framework; there is no 
2016 budget as at April 5, 2016 and mini-
mal economic activity as the economy is 
starved of resources, petrol and electric-
ity; unemployment and under-employ-
ment are rising rapidly even according 
to official data, as GDP growth slows to 
just above 2 percent, with per capita 
incomes falling and poverty increasing; 
and foreign direct and even domestic 
investment are grinding to a halt. We 
are unable to take simple policy decisions 
regarding output, subsidies, markets, 
taxes, exchange rates and investment, 
and the policy and economic outlook has 
weakened significantly,” Agbaje wrote in 
a 2016 article.

Sam Ohuabunwa, a renowned in-
dustrialist, was also of the view that 
the president’s inaction on a number of 
very crucial fronts was to blame for the 
hardship in the country – no action on 
deregulation of the downstream petro-
leum sector, no firm decision on subsidy, 
no action on the Petroleum Industry Bill 
(PIB), no action on the need to enthrone 
a progressive foreign exchange pricing 
policy, no action on privatization in the 
last one year, no action on the Agriculture 
Transformation Agenda (ATA) and the 
Industrial Revolution policy introduced 
by the last regime, no action on the in-
creasing menace of the Fulani herdsmen, 
no action on the recommendations of the 
2014 National Conference, and slow ac-
tion on the 2016 budget.

By the end of June 2016, Nigeria has 
officially entered an economic recession, 
with its dire consequences on living stan-
dards of the people, and it had become 
clear to many Nigerians that Buhari and 
his co-travellers in the APC had nothing 
to offer.

Divisive tendencies
One major accusation against Muham-

madu Buhari when he ruled Nigeria as 
military head of state was that he consti-
tuted the most non-inclusive government 
in the country’s history, with the head of 
state, his deputy, defence chief and army 
chief all Northerners and the Supreme 
Military Council overwhelmingly domi-

nated by Northerners.
In the build-up to the 2015 elections, 

the then ruling PDP severally accused 
Buhari of being an ethnic and religious 
bigot, but the APC had vehemently de-
nied such label, claiming that most of 
Buhari’s domestic staff were non-Muslims 
and non-Northerners.

But his election as a civilian president 
in 2015 afforded Buhari another opportu-
nity to right the wrongs of the past and 
put the records straight.

“One of the key opportunities Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari had in 2015 
was to unite the nation behind a big and 
bold promise of change,” Agbaje wrote in 
an article ‘A more divided people’. 

“While some continue to delude them-
selves, my sense is that that opportunity is 
being frittered away in favour of pander-
ing to narrow constituencies while failing 
to define a broad national vision everyone 
can sign on to, apart from anti-corruption. 
Even the anti-corruption effort, while 
generally supported, is obviously subject 
to ethnic, partisan and regime consider-
ations,” he wrote.

Indeed, on July 22, 2015, less than 
two months after his inauguration, 
President Buhari told a gathering at the 
United States Institute for Peace, “I hope 
you have a copy of the election results. 
The constituents that, for example, gave 
me 97 percent [of the vote] cannot in all 
honesty be treated on some issues with 
constituencies that gave me 5 percent. I 
think these are political reality.”

Many analysts believe that Buhari’s 
subsequent actions have borne out his 
statement above. These include appoint-
ments, and perhaps the administration’s 
policy choices – such as initial refusal to 
deregulate oil prices, preference for a fixed 
exchange rate, attempts by the president 
to foreclose discussions relating to the 
2014 National Conference and political/
constitutional restructuring, concerted 
attempts to force through grazing routes/
reserves for Fulani herdsmen across the 
country, the silence over the herdsmen 
menace, among others.

The appointments were generally 
skewed in favour of the North against the 
South, particularly South-East and South-

South. The appointments remain so even 
now, apart from the statutory ministerial 
appointments.

The consequences of this are height-
ened ethno-religious sensibilities across 
the country. While calls for restructuring 
and ‘true federalism’ ring across the South, 
Niger-Delta militants are not resting on 
their oars, and in the South-East, pro-
Biafra agitation is the order of the day.

Frittered opportunity
“Every new government enjoys a 

honeymoon during which the public 
will give it the benefit of the doubt and 
blame any sacrifices and difficulties on 
its predecessor. The logic of this hypoth-
esis is that it is easier to introduce major 
reforms during a honeymoon than after 
the honeymoon has ended,” wrote Olu 
Fasan in a 2015 article.

“As Buhari himself has noted, he is still 
‘basking in a reservoir of goodwill’, both 
locally and internationally. But goodwill 
and honeymoon can easily be dissipated. 
Indeed, unless the Buhari government 
fleshes out its reform agenda within the 
traditional 100 days of being in power, it 
would begin to lose public support,” said 
Fasan.

Unfortunately for Buhari, the honey-
moon period is long over. Nigerians across 
different social cadres have continued to 
vent their frustrations over the hardship 
that has practically become their daily 
meal in the past two and a half years of 
the administration.

Damning verdict
Only recently, following the cancel-

lation of the weekly Federal Executive 
Council (FEC) meeting by the president, 
a frontline national daily in its editorial 
asked Buhari to “stop carrying on like a 
paternalistic potentate doing Nigerians 
a favour”.

“He was elected to give his all in the 
service of the country. The office of the 
President is a full time, 24/7 assignment 
and governance should not slow down 
or grind to a halt on the whims of an in-
dividual. A government that fails to hold 
its weekly meetings will find it difficult to 
reprimand a civil servant who shows up 
at the office late or exhibits a lacklustre 
attitude to work,” the newspaper said.

“The country is in a bad shape, wracked 
with widespread despondency among its 
180 million people: an economy barely 
emerging from recession with the 0.55 
percent growth it recorded in the second 
quarter of this year after five successive 
quarters of contraction; unemployment 
rate is climbing; crime and insecurity 
have spiked, while terrorists are back in 
business in the North-East region.

“On the political front, tension is 
high and some divisive voices are call-
ing for radical changes, ranging from 
restructuring of the distorted federal 
system to outright secession. Angry ex-
changes rend the air, notably between 
radical self-determination groups from 
the South-East and South-South geo-
political zones on one side, and equally 
intemperate northern formations on the 
other. Incidentally, Niger Delta militants 
gave notice of their intention to resume 
sabotaging infrastructure from yesterday 
while university lecturers have been on 
strike for two weeks, joined Wednesday 
by doctors in public health institutions. 
Floods have killed hundreds of persons in 
Benue, Niger and Cross River states with 
more of the same predicted by experts. 
Yet, Buhari carries on as if he has all the 
time in the world to fix things; running 
his administration at an uninspiring pace,” 
the newspaper said.
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unemployment, through revival of agri-
culture, solid minerals mining as well as 
credits to small and medium-size busi-
nesses to kick-start these enterprises. He 
promised to quickly examine the best 
way to revive major industries and accel-
erate the revival and development of rail-
ways, roads and general infrastructure.

Basking in the euphoria of this rheto-
ric, the business and investing communi-
ty eagerly waited for the administration 
to quickly come up with an economic 
policy direction so that the long-withheld 
investments into the Nigerian econo-
my could resume in earnest. Investors 
wanted to see the Buhari government’s 
ministerial appointments, decisions on 
the agriculture, manufacturing, oil and 
gas and export sectors, power interven-
tion, investment incentives and monetary 
policy, including the exchange rate, as 
well as how the new government would 
handle the cost of doing business in the 
country which then ranked 170 out of 
189. They awaited policy statements on 
inflation, interest rate, as well as the auto-
motive policy introduced by the Jonathan 
administration. They also wanted to see 
the policy direction in other areas, such 
as innovation and technology, power, 
rail system, port administration, stan-
dards, patronage of locally-manufactured 
goods and key trade issues, including the 
Common External Tariff (CET) already 
agreed by the 15 member countries of 
the Economic Community of West Af-
rican States, the Economic Partnership 
Agreement (EPA) between ECOWAS and 
Europe, Export Expansion Grant Scheme 
which was suspended two in 2013 by the 
Jonathan government, among others.

A harvest of excuses
Apparently unprepared for and over-

whelmed by the enormity of the task 
ahead, President Buhari immediately 
after his inauguration began to dither on 
major decisions that would have turned 
around the fortunes of Nigeria and Ni-
gerians. Rather than results, the govern-
ment churned out excuses upon excuses. 
Nigerians were inundated with tales of an 
empty treasury, bandying of gargantuan 
figures allegedly stolen by officials of the 
Jonathan administration, too much talk 
and little action on anti-corruption, and 
how lower oil prices were making it dif-
ficult for the new government to work.

Nigerians immediately began to ex-
press disappointment that the promised 
change may after all be a pipedream. 
Many had expected the administration 
to move faster and not adopt the snail-
speed approach for which the Jonathan 
administration was randomly criticised. 
There were issues of non-appointment 
of ministers and other key functionaries 
of government, no clear policy statement 
on economic direction, lack of clarity on 
the controversial oil subsidy which was at 
heart of the oil sector crisis, among other 
issues. Buhari’s slow pace earned him a 
nickname – ‘Baba Go-Slow’.

Worsened economic indices
But while the Buhari administration 

dithered, Nigeria’s economic woes mul-
tiplied. By the time the administration 
marked its one year in office, the major 
story around town was that of wide-
spread poverty as scarcity of goods and 
services led to escalating prices. Overall, 
all essential goods and services were 
scarce – food, foreign exchange, petrol, 
electricity, water.

Opeyemi Agbaje, a renowned Lagos-
based public policy analyst, said the ad-
ministration’s slow motion had resulted in 
an unmitigated economic disaster.
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T
he Chibok Girls Edu-
cation Initiative at 
the American Uni-
versity of Nigeria 

(AUN) celebrated its third 
anniversary on August 25 
with an award ceremony.  
The occasion recognised 
outstanding achievements 
among the first group of 24 
who arrived at AUN in 2014 
and have been on automatic 
scholarship.

AUN President, Dr. Dawn 
Dekle and the Special Advis-
er to the Nigerian President, 
Ms. Maryam Uwais, were 
among the special guests of 
honour.

Also called New Founda-
tion School (NFS), the initia-
tive started in 2014 to cater 
specially for the kidnapped 
Chibok girls who braved an 
escape from the captivity of 
Boko Haram.  Eight of the 
initial intake have gradu-
ated from the NFS and are 
enrolled in AUN to pursue 
their university education. 
Among them are three in 
the University’s pre-med 
programme, Natural and 
Environmental Sciences, and 
two in Accounting. The rest 
are studying Law, Computer 
Science and Journalism.

There were awards for 
the most punctual, best be-
haved, the most outgoing, 
and the best public speaking 
student.  For athletics, there 

were awards for students 
in specific skills, as well as 
the overall best athletic par-
ticipant.  In the academics 
category, there was an award 
for the best student in every 
subject in both the inter-
mediate and the advanced 
classes.

 “I took special care look-
ing at everything you have 
done, and I couldn’t be more 
proud,” said AUN President 
Dekle in her opening re-
marks.  “You really do live 
out our virtues of excellence, 
integrity, and service,” she 
added.

The President said also 
that she would continue to 
work with the girls and to 

make the word “Chibok” be-
come synonymous with pos-
itive virtues, with courage, 
integrity and knowledge.  
“This year, I want you to 
work with me and everyone 
in this room to make Chibok 
the latest word in the Oxford 
English Dictionary. Do you 
remember when I said we 
are going to make it some-
thing else besides a village?  
C- Character, H- Honesty, 
I- Intelligence, B- Bravery, O-
Openness, and K- Kindness.”

Maryam Uwais, Special 
Advisor to President Mu-
hammadu Buhari’s Special 
Adviser, noted that her invi-
tation was an opportunity to 
really get to know how AUN 

is transforming the girls.  
“I am delighted to be here.  
Moreover, I am very inspired 
by what I have seen…This 
is just an awesome experi-
ence for me….This is really a 
worthwhile endeavor and I 
am very hopeful that this is 
just the beginning for all of 
you….You have come this far 
and you are going to go much 
farther because you all have 
some steel in you.”

Uwais said through the 
empowerment that they 
receive at AUN the students 
would go on to do great 
things in life.  She charged 
the young women to remain 
focused in their studies.

“Even though what hap-
pened to you should not 
have happened to anybody, 
I am a firm believer in ‘every-
thing-happens-for-a-pur-
pose’…  What has happened 
is that a vast opportunity has 
been created for you all here.  
I expect that you will take 
advantage of it and be true to 
yourself and your faith.  And 
just reach out for the stars.”

Assistant VP of Commu-
nity Engagement Reginald 
Braggs, who coordinates 
NFS, told those assembled:  
“This is always the special 
evening for us.  We highlight 
our students and all of the 
things that they have done 
in the last year academically, 
socially, and athletically.”

G
overnor Nyesom 
Wike of Rivers 
State has con-
tinued his cross-
regional efforts 

to create what he desires as 
a unified front for the Niger 
Delta.

The Rivers State gover-
nor has been a strong force 
behind the creation of the 
South-South/South-East 
Governors’ Forum which 
seeks a return to a com-
mon political and economic 
force in the former eastern 
region.

Last weekend, Wike con-
tinued his drive to Oghara 
in Delta State, hometown 
of the once-most power-
ful governor in the south-
south, James Ibori, who just 
came out of prison in the 
United Kingdom.

The Rivers governor was 
accompanied to Oghara by 
former acting chairman 
of PDP, Uche Secondus; 
the senator, Lee Maeba; 
former deputy speaker of 
the House of Representa-
tives, Austin Opara; former 
Minister of Sports, Tammy 
Danagogo; and the admin-

istrator of the Greater Port 
Harcourt City Development 
Authority, an ambassador, 
Desmond Akawor. Also 
present was the senator, 
Peter Nwaobishi and senior 
associates of the former 
Delta State governor, Ibori.  

At the end of their meet-
ings, Wike, called on Niger 
Delta leaders to unite for 
what he termed rapid devel-
opment of the geo-political 
zone.  

The governor said unity 
was needed in the geo-
political zone to check the 
current situation where 
outsiders took advantage 
of the disunity of the area 
to deny the people benefits 
of their resources. In this 
sense, Wike has joined re-
source control agitation of a 
sort. Most of those who lost 
power at the centre regard 
it as denial of oil resources.

Wike, who is also a co-

IgnatIus Chukwu chairman of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
Reconciliation Commit-
tee, spoke on Saturday at 
Oghara during a meeting 
with Ibori and Okowa.   

“Niger Delta must con-
tinue to be united. What-
ever it takes, unity is still a 
very key factor. When we 
are divided, outsiders will 
come and exploit our re-
sources to the disadvantage 
of our communities,” he said.  

According to him, “We 
have to fight to protect the 
interest of the Niger Delta.  
We draw strength from 
people like former Governor 
James Ibori, a man who has 
variegated experiences. 

“We must work as broth-
ers. We must work as a 
team. We must not allow 
our united front to be di-
vided.” 

In his welcome remarks, 
Ibori, who hailed Wike on 
development projects, com-
mended the governors of 
Rivers and Delta States for 
their cooperation on devel-
opmental issues and urged 
both governors to work 
towards building a stronger 
united force for all the Niger 
Delta states. 

Wike

Wike links up with Ibori, Okowa in 
search of unified front for Niger Delta

Lucky Chibok Girls mark 3rd anniversary at AUN Nigeria

VICtorIa nnakIaIke, Lokoja 

J
oel Sunday, director of 
Administration, Kogi 
State Universal Basic 
Education Board (SU-

BEB), has said that out of 
61 million primary school 
children, 6.1 million of them 
are out of school across the 
country.

He quoted the data from 
a research carried out by 
OANDO Foundation while 
addressing pupils at the for-
mal opening of the sum-
mer school programmes 
organised by Send A Child 
to School Organisation in 
conjunction with Treasures 
Bakery and Confectionary 
at Lokoja Primary School, 
Lokoja.

Sunday blamed the high 
rate of children who are out 
of school in Nigeria on low 
income of parents result-
ing in their inability to pay 
school fees, adding that many 
parents equally cannot afford 
money for school uniforms 
and textbooks, particularly 
in the face of the recession 
that ravaged the country in 
the last two years.

He lamented that the 
outcome of the whole issue 
points to high rate of rape 
among girls who he said 
hawk while they are sup-
posed to be in school.  “It is sad 
that in a country where there 
is so much money, and to the 
point that some people hide 
theirs in soak away, there 
is high rate of out-of-school 

children.
He challenged organisa-

tions and wealthy individu-
als to emulate the organisers 
of the programme , while he 
commended the organisers 
for registering pupils from 
public schools and less-priv-
ileged, adding that it would 
go a long way in moulding 
their future.

Sunday also encouraged 
the pupils to study hard, be-
come good leaders of tomor-
row and reciprocate the good 
gesture to other children in 
the future.

Kikelomo Kandy, director 
of Send a Child to School, in 
her address disclosed that 
the holiday coaching was 
primarily for pupils going 
to Junior Secondary School 
1 (JSS1), adding that the aim 
was to prepare the pupils 
properly for the next school 
calendar year.

“The coaching lesson 
started with 12 pupils but 
now has 52 registered stu-
dents. Two more centres 
would be added next year to 
enable them accommodate 
more pupils. I am impressed 
by the performance of the 
pupils who are all from 
the public schools. Public 
schools are still vibrant,” 
she said.

Earlier, Femi Akande, 
managing director, Treasures 
Bakery and Confectionary, 
was overwhelmed  by the 
success of  the programme , 
saying the coaching lesson 
is a life-changing experience 
for the children.

‘6.1 million Primary school 
children out of school’

New Foundation School awards for excellence 

B
ritish Airways Boe-
ing 747 has com-
menced flight to and 
from the Murtala 

Mohammed International 
Airport in Lagos, Nigeria. The 
much anticipated flight of the 
‘Super High J’ aircraft arrived 
in Lagos on September 7 and 
received a warm reception 
by the public and esteemed 
British Airways’ staff and 
customers who shared the 
excitement.

British Airways BA075 
departed Terminal 5 at Heath-
row, London by 11:30am and 
arrived at Lagos at 17:55pm 
on September 7. To the de-
light of British Airways local 
management, the Boeing 747 
was full in all classes both 
from London and on the re-
turn journey back to London.

In addition to the smooth 
flight, passengers were intro-
duced to equipped Panason-
ic’s next-generation eX3 en-
tertainment system, which 
gives a choice of over 1,300 
hours of entertainment, in-
cluding more than 130 mov-
ies and 400 TV programs 
on larger, high-resolution 
screens, with touch and 
swipe functionality, giving 
the system the familiar feel 
of using a tablet.

“British Airways is ex-

cited to have the Boeing 747 
back on the Lagos-London 
route and we are extremely 
delighted our esteemed cus-
tomers have given a warm 
reception to the new Boe-
ing 747 service,” said Kola 
Olayinka, British Airways 
regional commercial man-
ager for West Africa. 

The Boeing 747 affords a 
universal power socket that 
is installed at every seat, 
capable of accepting plugs 
from the UK, US and Europe 
and World Traveller custom-
ers will have their own USB 
sockets to power phones and 
tablets.  

“For our esteemed cus-
tomers traveling the Lagos-
London route, the refreshed 
Boeing 747 will surely give 
the right flying experience 
and British Airways is al-
ways committed to deliver-
ing unrivaled flying experi-
ence,” Olayinka said.

The sum of £400 mil-
lion will be spent on Club 
World with an emphasis 
on improved catering and 
sleep. At Heathrow a First 
Wing check-in area with 
direct security and lounge 
access has launched, and 
lounges around the airline’s 
network are to be revamped 
and improved.

BA’s Boeing 747 gets warm 
reception from Nigerian flyers
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I must only vote for somebody who will bring 
development to my people - Ndoma-Egba

F
o r m e r  S e n a t e 
leader and Chair-
man of the Niger 
Delta Develop-
ment Commission 

(NDDC), Victor Ndoma-Eg-
ba has said he would never 
vote for somebody because 
the person is his brother, 
rather he would vote for 
somebody that would bring 
development to his people.

Ndoma-Egba urged Ni-
gerians and people of the 
Niger Delta region to place 
more value on merit of 
candidate in elections over 
tribal considerations and 
nepotism.

Speaking at a church 
service in Calabar where 
he was one of the guests, he 
told the congregation that 
he had vowed within him-
self that he “will only vote 
for somebody because he or 
she will bring development 
to Nigeria and not because 
he is my brother”.

The NDDC Chairman 
was making a reference 
to his belief that President 
Muhammadu Buhari, who 
is of the northern extrac-
tion, has done much more 
within two years of his ad-
ministration for the people 
of Niger Delta than what 
former President Goodluck 
Jonathan, who is from the 

Niger Delta did in his over 
five years in office.

Ndoma-Egba noted that 
President Buhari was doing 
much for Nigeria across all 
regions and that the presi-
dent has been fair to all, 
particularly to the people 
of Cross River State.

In another audience, the 
former Senate leader of 
the seventh National As-
sembly pledged to do his 
bid to assist in bringing 
to pass the request from 
his kinsmen in Ikom Local 
Government in Cross River 
State to upgrade and have 
a permanent study centre 
in Ikom for the National 
Open University of Nigeria 
(NOUN).

The Ikom Community 
Study Centre Cross Riv-
er State, of the National 
Open University of Nige-
ria (NOUN) solicited the 
support of the Niger Delta 
Development Commission 
(NDDC), to enable it move 
to a permanent site, in line 
with the NOUN’s policy for 
establishing a Community 
Study Centre.

The request was made 
when Dr. Kate Ambrose, 
the director of NOUN Study 
Centre, Ikom, led other staff 
of the Centre to pay a cour-
tesy visit on Ndoma-Egba.

The Ikom NOUN Study 
Centre, currently being 
hosted by the Federal Min-

istry of Youth and Devel-
opment, was one of the 
numerous projects facili-
tated by Ndoma-Egba while 
he was the senator repre-
senting Cross River Central 
Senatorial District.

Ambrose expressed ap-
preciation to Ndoma-Egba 
on behalf of the institu-
tion’s Vice-Chancellor, A.U. 
Adamu, for his effort in the 
establishment of the Ikom 
Study Centre, which ac-
cording to her, has been of 
great benefit to the people of 
the community and its en-
virons in Cross River State.
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W
orried by the 
dearth of in-
dustries and 
e c o n o m i c 

development of the Owerri 
Senatorial Zone (Imo East), 
Owerri People’s Assembly 
(OPA), an apex socio-cul-
tural organisation, has said 
it would no longer fold its 
arms seeing poverty and 
underdevelopment ravag-
ing the zone which hosts the 
capital of Imo State.

It therefore, wants to ini-
tiate a programme of rural 
and economic development 

Owerri People’s Assembly calls for industrial development
of the zone where people of 
means would be advised to 
build some industries, and 
those whose factories and 
industries are domiciled out-
side the zone would either 
relocate or open branches 
within the zone.

The President-General of 
the Assembly, a renowned 
politician and Board of 
Trustees (BoT) of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), 
Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu, 
said this during the com-
missioning of a 40- member 
committee of OPA to look 
into various ways to achieve 
massive economic develop-
ment of the zone in Owerri.

The committee inaugu-
rated composed of men and 
women   who are versed 
in various fields of life and 
drawn from the nine lo-
cal government areas that 
made up the zone. Iwuan-
yanwu regretted that the 
zone has not been given 
its fair share for the past 
16 years by the state and 
Federal Government, even 
though the zone hosts the 
state capital.

“We have not been in 
government for a long time 
but we should not fold our 
hands and allow this to 
continue. Today, we are 
ageing, the younger ones 
will definitely take over 
from us and we should lay 
a solid foundation for them”, 
Iwuanyanwu said.

According to him, “Ow-
erri People’s Assembly will 
protect the interest of its 
people, but we are not going 
to be in opposition to the 
government but friendly to 
government.”

Responding on behalf 
of the 40-man committee, 
Henry Njoku, a professor 
and deputy chairman, who 
spoke on behalf of Sam Ob-
aji, the chairman, thanked 
the governing council.

SABY ELEMBA, Owerri

VictOriA NNAkiAikE, Lokoja

Ndoma-Egba

Pointing out that it has 
become imperative for Ikom 
to have a permanent Study 
Centre, Ambrose said the 
Centre has achieved laud-
able milestone in terms of 
students’ enrolment.

She disclosed that 80per-
cent of the recruited staff 
of the Study Centre are 
from Ikom Local Govern-
ment Area, noting that the 
effort of the former Senate 
Leader in the attraction of 
the NOUN Centre to Ikom 
has also helped in the area 
of job creation in the com-
munity.

Iwuanyanwu

T
he Nigerian Min-
istry of Defence 
(NMOD) and the 
U.S. Department 

of Defence (DOD) has 
launched the Nigeria Bio-
preparedness initiative in 
Lagos. It is a collaborative ef-
fort to increase the response 
level of health officials in 
clinical laboratories across 
West Africa to tackle out-
breaks of communicable 
diseases in the sub-region.   

The Nigeria Bio-pre-
paredness Initiative (NBI) 
seeks to deploy an inte-
grated and sustained clini-
cal bioresponse capacity for 
outbreaks of highly com-
municable, dangerous in-
fectious diseases in Nigeria 
and the sub-region.

Danjuma Sheni, perma-
nent secretary, Ministry 
of Defence, in his open ad-
dress at the bio-prepared-
ness initiative launch, said 
the 3-day training is to 
strengthen the capacity 

Nigeria, US Defence Ministry collaborate, 
launch Nigeria bio-preparedness initiative

of participants in area of 
research to detect and re-
spond appropriately and 
promptly to public health 
emergencies.

Danjuma, who was rep-
resented by Toyin Akin-
lade, head, Medical Ser-
vices, NMOD, stated that 
efforts have been made 
to accelerate research and 
development of an Ebola 
vaccine in Nigeria. “Soon, 
the JWARG study titled 
‘Severe Infectious Disease 
Surveillance and Detection 
in West Africa’ RV 466 is 
to commence in 3 NMOD 
health facilities,” he said.Ac-
cording to the Perm Sec., “It is 
hoped that the outcome of 
the bio-surveillance sites as-
sessment of 68 Nigeria Army 
Reference Hospital Yaba, 
Lagos will expedite neces-
sary steps towards having a 
dedicated bio-containment 
facility in Nigeria.”

John Bray, U.S. Consul 
General, in his welcome 
address said the collabora-
tion is designed so that the 
international community, 
especially the countries in-

volved can respond effec-
tively to the next pandemic. 

“What we are hoping 
to do is set up a world-class 
diagnostic laboratory that 
can share medical informa-
tion capable of preventing 
the next pandemic,” he said. 

The study is aimed at 
identifying common patho-
gens in West Africa that 
could pose public health 
threat, contain and treat 
emerging infectious dis-
eases.

Established in August 
2017 at the request of the 
NMOD, the initiative brings 
together government agen-
cies, military and academic 
partners from Nigeria and 
the United States.

The Nigeria bioprepared-
ness is collaboration be-
tween the Nigerian Min-
istry of Defence Health 
Implementation Programme 
(NMOD/HIP) and the US 
Walter Reed Programme-
Nigeria (WRP-N) on a range 
of infectious disease re-
search and response in La-
gos, Abuja, and other states 
of the federation.

NEMA donates relief materials 
to flood victims in Kogi

T
he National Emer-
gency Management 
Agency (NEMA) has 
donated two truck-

loads of relief materials to 
the victims of flood in Lo-
koja metropolis of Kogi State.                                                                          

Idris Mohammed, head 
of NEMA Operations, Abuja 
Office, who led the delega-
tion, told journalists that 
they were in the state due 
to the recent flood that af-
fected several sectors and 
displaced many people, say-
ing some of the displaced 
victims were now living in 
camps and others with their 
friends and relatives.

Mohammed also noted 
that the agency had earlier 
done a comprehensive as-
sessment for the whole of 
Kogi in order to deploy Fed-
eral Government obtainable 
interventions for the flood 
victims.   

He disclosed that the two 
truck-load reliefs comprised 
500 mattresses, 500 mos-
quito nets, 500 blankets and 
133 (50kg) bags of rice meant 
for the displaced persons in 
Lokoja metropolis, adding 
that the donation would be 
a continuous thing.

“We are working with 
the ministry, agencies and 
all other stakeholders in 
Kogi, so that we can pack-
age further materials for the 
entire communities affected 
by flood disaster across the 

state. We sympathise with 
Kogi Government, families 
and all those who have been 
affected by the flood disas-
ter across the state,” he said. 

Rosemary Osikoya, com-
missioner for Environment 
and Natural Resources, 
while receiving the re-
lief materials on behalf of 
Kogi State Government, 
commended the Federal 
Government for the quick 
response and intervention.

Osikoya noted that the 
exact degree of destruction 
by the flood in Kogi was 
yet to be ascertained, add-
ing that her team was still 
collating data from all the 
affected communities across 
the state. 

She pointed out that 
the ministry had been 
stretched to the limit by 
the development, saying 
the state government has 
provided prompt interven-
tions within its financial 
capacity. 

“We call on all other 
stakeholders, individuals, 
groups and corporate or-
ganisations to come to the 
aid of the victims by giving 
the necessary support in 
terms of food stuffs and 
other relief materials. We 
thank NEMA for the relief 
materials and we are calling 
for more support and assis-
tance for all other affected 
communities across the 
state. We need support from 
other stakeholders,” she said.

MikE ABANG, calabar

SEYi JOHN SALAU
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News 
Nigeria can be reference country for spinal cord injury

N
igeria can become a 
reference country for 
treatment of spinal 
cord and brain injury 
following the training 

and certification of the University 
of Port Harcourt Teaching Hospital 
(UPTH) as a graded centre for Spine 
Physiotherapy.

This is as experts have blamed 
delays and poor handling of acci-
dent victims for increasing number 
of spinal injury and paralysis in 
Nigeria. Sources in the UPTH said 
at the 2017 Spinal Cord Injury 
Day (SCID) that most cases coming 
into the specialist hospital in the 
Garden city come from accident 
victims.

An assistant director of phys-
iotherapy, Ime Ubom, said at the 
SCID event marked by experts at 
Zitadel Medicals and Diagnostics 
Limited at Trans-Amadi that the 
resource persons at the UPTH had 
been trained by experts from the 
US and certified as far back as 2012.

According to Ubom, the centre 
is manned by highly skilled and 
passionate experts who have post-
ed what he called very surprising 
results. He urged hospitals to send 
down difficult cases there.

The assistant director testified 
about a complicated case taken 
severally abroad but that was 
eventually treated successfully at 

the certified centre in the UPTH. 
He said most of those who rush 
to India for spinal cord surgeries 
usually lacked one-on-one atten-
tion with their doctors critically 
needed in spinal cord injuries and 
end up needing home-based at-
tention.

As he put it, soon, Nigeria would 
become a reference country for 
spinal cord and brain surgery cases 
due to advances in that sector in 
medical practice.

In his opening remarks, an Abu-
ja-based consultant spine surgeon 
from brain/spine surgery consor-
tium (BASS), Biodun Ogungbo, said 
the day was being marked by the 

KELECHI AnoZIE, Port-Harcourt
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University Students, 
Anyigba residents 
savour Glo Laffta 
Fest

Panic grips 20,000 workers as Rivers begins to shut down 1,866 schools

T
he Rivers State government 
has begun the shutdown 
the 1,866 private primary 
and secondary schools in 

the state as it had threatened, but 
many say the government had 
rather given extension of time. So 
far, 40 schools have been closed 
in Obio/Akpor Local Council Area 
while about 37 have been shut 
down in Eleme LGA. Over 20,000 
teachers and other staff members 
are now stranded.

The state government had 
threatened to ban the operation 
of 1,866 illegal schools in 23 local 
government areas of the state. Few 
weeks ago, the government ordered 
them to pay between N100,000 
and N350,000 as application fees to 
stay for one year to upgrade. Many 
rushed to do this, but on September 
11, 2017, most of the schools were 
shut down.

Right now, security agents are 
going around looking for propri-
etors and teachers of unregistered 
schools. The development has 
created a huge confusion in the 
oil-rich state.  

While everyone believes the 
action on September 11, 2017, was 
in fulfillment of Governor Nye-
som Wike’s order for unregistered 
schools to be shut down, few others 
close to the Ministry of Education 
say it was because the schools did 

not resume for academic activities 
on the date stipulated by the state 
government, September 11, thus 
showing that they did not want to 
obey the government.

The Commissioner of Educa-
tion, Kaniye Ebeku, a professor, 
however, explained that the action 
was carried out on the instruc-
tions of the governor, who ordered 
that all unapproved illegal schools 
ceased operation with effect from 
September 1, 2017.

The commissioner also assured 
that the ban will be effectively 
enforced. Further speaking, he 
said that the ban affects not only 
the listed schools, but prohibit the 
operation of other unlisted unap-
proved schools, implying that no 

private school would operate with-
out approval.

As a result of the action, parents 
and guardians have been advised 
to check for the list containing the 
names of the banned schools before 
paying school fees.

The commissioner stated that 
the ban was carried out on the 
grounds that many schools operat-
ing in the state were substandard. 
The Ministry of Education has 
prerequisites for the operation 
of schools of which this banned 
schools were lacking, he said.

The said schools have no con-
ducive learning environments, he 
added, saying they lacked learning 
materials, equipment and qualified 
teachers.

seminar seeking ways to remove 
obstacles to spinal cord injury pa-
tients in Nigeria. He said the effort 
was geared towards working with 
the public sector (government) on 
removing the obstacles.

Answering numerous ques-
tions from patients and resource 
persons, Ogungbo allayed fears 
about the implants made of titani-
um to stabilize the neck and backs 
of patients, saying they stay well 
with the body. He however said 
new advances have introduced 
carbon-based implants that dis-
solve into the bones later.

 The expert warned against 
crude massaging, twerking and 

A
s majority of Nigerian 
students are at home due 
to the on-going industrial 
action by members of the 

Academic Staff Union of Universi-
ties (ASUU), students of the Kogi 
State university, Anyigba, whose 
school is not affected by the strike, 
took time off their academic activi-
ties last Sunday to savour the frills 
and thrills of the Glo Laffta Fest, 
mega comedy show of the grand-
masters of data, Globacom, which 
berthed in the university.

They were joined by members 
of the university community to 
book appointment with the show, 
which had toured 21 other cities 
and location before coming to 
Anyigba.

The entire university commu-
nity was a beehive of activities as 
Globacom subscribers living out-
side the university environment 
trooped out as early as 8am to be 
accredited for the show slated to 
start at 1.00p.pm.

The mammoth audience, were 
treated to the best of comedy as  the 
nation’s foremost joke merchants 
such as Bovi Ugboma, Godwin 
Komone (Gordons), Osama, Sena-
tor, Arinze Baba and Acapella were 
on duty.

The show opener, after an equal-
ly entertaining outing by budding 
comedians from the university, 
was Osama. The comedian with 
the fanciful coloured beards was 
an instant hit with the audience 
and set the tone for an evening of 
unlimited fun.

Senator, who took over from 
him thrilled the audience with 
his own type of jokes, especially 
his trademark joke of how differ-
ent tribes react to some popular 
religious songs. He called Osama 
back on stage to act out how Igbo 
traders count money while listen-
ing to a particular gospel song and 
they both got a loud ovation from 
the elated crowd.

Arinze Baba’s performance of 
the Nollywood legend, Olu Jacob’s 
impression was the peak of his 
outing at the evening of fun as the 
audience kept asking for more.

Gordons and Bovi rounded 
the evening off with their own 
brands of jokes, giving the audi-
ence something to remember for 
a long while.

The icing on the cake for the 
evening was the celebrity guest 
appearances by the duo of Kan-
nywood star, Sani Danja and Nol-
lywood legend, Kanayo O. Kanayo, 
KOK, just as two Nollywood ac-
tresses, Mercy Johnson-Okojie and 
Juliet Ibrahim anchored the show 
with DJ Lambo supplying hot jabs 
from the wheel of steel.

The next destination of the tour 
is Lokoja also in Kogi State. Other 
cities that will host the show in 
the weeks ahead include Port Har-
court for the second time, Onitsha, 
Makurdi and Ajah.

To attend the show, Glo sub-
scribers are required to use up to 
N2,000 credit within one month 
and text LOL with their preferred 
location to the short code 240; for 
example, “LOL Lokoja” to 240.

IgnAtIUs CHUKWU & 
FortUnE oKorIE

other improper ways of tamper-
ing with the vertebrae, saying the 
place was very sensitive. He said 
there efforts to create collabora-
tion to tackle the menace of spinal 
cord injury.

A consultant orthopedic sur-
geon, Eyimina Phillip with the 
UPTH, warned against excessive 
use of pain killers, saying it could 
distort the ability of the brain to 
record where there is problem in 
the system.

He frowned against delays in 
handling accident victims, saying 
often, they lose valuable time in 
getting the patient to hospital. He 
also said those who meet accident 
victims first should ask to find out 
if they had pains in the neck and if 
they could move their fingers and 
toes, saying inability to do so could 
be signs of spinal cord injury.

He harped on proper ways to 
handle fresh spinal cord victims 
at accident scenes and how to use 
newspapers, shirts and hard boards 
to move a victim. He said pulling 
a victim about could worsen the 
spinal cord injury.

 Peter Sofiri, president, Rotary 
Club of Port Harcourt Down Town 
and chairman, National Asso-
ciation of Government General 
Medical and Dental Practitioners, 
said attention should focus on pre-
ventive measures. He frowned at 
how persons cross roads carelessly 
and harped on how the public and 
private sectors could collaborate to 
save more lives.

“All these put together leads to 
the poor quality of education in the 
state. Worst of all, these schools do 
not pay taxes to the government,” 
he said.

Many of the affected schools 
blamed the National Association 
of Proprietors of Private Schools 
(NAPPS) in the state for their lack 
of sincerity and transparency in 
leadership.

Chioma Precious said that gov-
ernment deserves a medal backing 
it words with actions, saying this 
would discourage mediocrity in 
the educational system and lead to 
an improvement in the standard of 
education.

She also emphasized that strong 
measures be put in place to ensure 
that schools meet up with the 
educational standards expected in 
the state.

Uzoma Orji, a private school 
operator in Port-Harcourt, said that 
she was happy due to the extension 
of the date of the closure of unap-
proved private schools. She said this 
would help the schools that have 
not been approved to improve their 
schools to standard.

Another private school opera-
tor Miba Dappa said the scheme of 
work of most of the unapproved 
private schools is mostly not in line 
with that of the government. She 
said using a scheme that is not ap-
proved by the government affects 
students negatively, especially dur-
ing exams.

- As experts blame poor handling of road accident victims as cause for rise

A patient with spinal cord injury
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News 
NDDC MD decries false information on projects status

T
he Managing Director 
of the Niger Delta De-
velopment Commission 
(NDDC), Nsima Ekere, 

has decried false information on 
status of projects being executed 
by the intervention agency. The 
Akwa-Ibom administrator and 
former deputy governor also 
warns that fear had driven away 
big investors such as the Dan-
gote Refinery that would have 
added value to the oil region.

The CEO spoke when the 
Prelate of the Methodist Church 
Nigeria, Samuel Uche, and his 
wife, paid a visit to the Com-
mission.

The MD rather urged the 
Prelate to also advise Niger 
Deltans against spreading of 
false information to mislead the 
people. He deplored a situation 
where some projects being cited 
by the mischief makers as being 
abandoned or diverted to other 
areas were in fact projects that 
have been completed by NDDC.

He urged the mischief mak-

  IgnatIus Chukwu

NIRSAL, STANBIC IBTC partner...

Nsima Ekere

M
anufacturers As-
sociation of Nigeria 
(MAN) has vehe-
mently opposed 

the admission of Morocco into 
the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS).

At its 45th Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) held on Thurs-
day in Lagos, MAN also warned 
the Federal Government against 
supporting such an idea, re-
vealing that it would have a 
disastrous effect on the nation’s 
manufacturers.

Speaking through Frank 
Udemba Jacobs, its president, 
MAN said admission of Morocco 
into ECOWAS would be equiva-
lent to signing the EPA through 
the back door.

“We therefore urge the Fed-
eral Government to vehemently 
oppose the move as it would 
spell doom to the productive sec-
tor of the economy,” Jacobs said.

“We are aware that Morocco 
and European Union (EU) have 
trade agreement, which means 
if they become part of ECOWAS, 
products that come into Mo-
rocco from EU will end up in 
Nigeria, after all Nigeria is the 
biggest market among all these 
countries in the ECOWAS. So 
we are vehemently opposed to 
Morocco being admitted into 
ECOWAS, it will really affect us 
badly,” he said.

Moreover, he added, Morocco 
is not even part of West Africa 
and so cannot rightly be a part 
of ECOWAS.

Man urges Fg to block Morocco’s admittance into ECOwas
While lauding the FG for 

the introduction of some poli-
cies which have stimulated the 
economy, MAN appealed that 
there were still three key chal-
lenges that had to be adequately 
addressed for the nation’s pro-
ductive sector to boom.

The three major challenges, 
according to them, are inad-
equate and unstable power, non-
availability of foreign exchange 
for the importation of essential 
manufacturing inputs, and the 
unrestrained high interest rates.

“Therefore, we recommend, 
as the Association has done in 
the past and always, a single-
digit interest rate,” Jacobs said.

It would be recalled that the 
Association of Retired Career 
Ambassadors of Nigeria (AR-
CAN) recently called on the 
Nigerian government to resist 
any attempt by other member 

countries of ECOWAS to admit 
Morocco into the regional body.

Noting that Morocco, by rea-
son of its geographical location, 
does not qualify to be admit-
ted into the regional organiza-
tion, the association, through its 
founding chairman and former 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ig-
natius C. Olisemeka, warned that 
Morocco’s motive was political 
and aimed at whittling down the 
strength of Nigeria for her role 
in the admission of Western Sa-
hara into the then Organization 
of African Unity (OAU).

The association wondered 
why the Federal Government 
has not engaged in a vigorous 
campaign against Morocco’s 
move, stressing that the gov-
ernment owes Nigerians an 
explanation.

Another group, the Nigerian 
Movement for the Liberation 
of Western Sahara, also vehe-
mently opposed the admission 
of Morocco into ECOWAS. The 
group said the 15-nation West 
African bloc has little in com-
mon with the North African 
kingdom, especially as it main-
tains a grip on Western Sahara.

“The move by Morocco to join 
the ECOWAS is a direct chal-
lenge to the leadership of Nigeria 
in the sub-region,” Dipo Fashina, 
convener of the group, said in a 
statement recently.

“Nigeria must rise to the occa-
sion and ensure that the applica-
tion of Morocco for membership 
is rejected.”

- Says fear scares away investors as cleric demands more funds for Commission

ers to allow the NDDC to execute 
its mandate, noting that the 
current board and management 
was doing its best to improve on 
the achievements of previous 

administrations in NDDC.
Ekere regretted that many 

of the private sector operators 
had left the region because of 
insecurity. He cited the Dangote 

Continued from  page 1

is to be expanded gradually as 
milestones are achieved.

The first phase of the scheme 
is proje cte d to create over 
92,000 direct jobs, impact about 
200,000 lives, boost incomes of 
rural farmers and complement 
government’s efforts to drive 
inclusive economic growth 
through agriculture. It will also 
lead to the cultivation of addi-
tional 11,195 hectares of arable 
land, increase the National Food 
Output by up to 50,580MT in 
yield, and provide N3.87 billion 
value addition.

Aliyu Abdulhameed, manag-
ing director, NIRSAL, and his 
counterpart in STANBIC IBTC, 
Demola Sogunle, signed the 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) at an event to mark the 
take-off of the scheme in Abuja 
at the weekend.

Under the terms of the part-
nership, NIRSAL is to provide 
credit guarantees to cover up 
to 75 percent of STANBIC IBTC 
loans to bankable agricultural 
projects using its $300-million 
Risk Sharing Facility.

Speaking about the scheme, 
Abdulhameed said the partner-
ship is in line with NIRSAL’s 
mandate to attract private sector 
finance to agriculture.

“This partnership marks the 
start of NIRSAL’s long-term col-
laboration with STANBIC IBTC 
to ensure that commercial agri-
culture is entrenched and made 

a mainstream occupation. It is 
testament to our shared vision 
for agriculture as a profitable 
enterprise and a key driver of 
the Nigerian economy,” Abdul-
hameed said.

“We are committed to pro-
viding STANBIC IBTC with the 
cover to lend to agriculture and 
are happy that its management 
has agreed to partner with us on 
this project,” he said.

Abdulhameed further said 
NIRSAL, as a policy tool of the 
Central Bank of Nigeria, is col-
laborating with financial institu-
tions such as STANBIC IBTC to 
drive growth in the agriculture 
sector as part of its institutional 
contribution to achieving the ob-
jectives of the economic recov-
ery growth plan of the Buhari 
administration, attributing the 
increasing confidence of banks 
to partner with NIRSAL to the 
strong support of the CBN Gov-
ernor Godwin Emefiele.

The scheme is designed not 
only to enable access to finance 
by beneficiaries but to ensure 
that they succeed and pay back 
the loan. It includes a provision 
for NIRSAL to provide technical 
assistance on best agricultural 
practices, facilitate access to in-
puts such as fertilizer, seedlings 
and other relevant modern 
practices. NIRSAL will also use 
its project monitoring offices 
located in each state of the coun-
try to closely monitor projects to 
ensure that they are executed in 
line with approved standards.

oil refinery being built in Lagos 
which he described as the big-
gest in the world. “This is un-
fortunate. If that refinery were 
to be built in the Niger Delta, 
imagine the number of jobs that 
would have been created. It 
would have impacted positively 
on the economy of the region,” he 
lamented.

The NDDC boss reaffirmed 
the need for cooperation in 
the Niger Delta, stating: “We 
will work to promote coopera-
tion, collaboration and synergy 
among stakeholders, such as 
state and local governments, oil 
and gas companies, donor agen-
cies, civil society organisations, 
community-based organisations 
and other traditional institu-
tions, in order to make regional 
development a shared vision and 
common aspiration.

He said that the NDDC had 
contingent liabilities of N1.8 
trillion, which had forced it 
to reduce the number of new 
projects in the 2017 budget to 
enable the Commission com-
plete on-going projects. “We are 
using the bottom up approach 

where communities determine 
their needs to guide the NDDC. 
We are reducing the number 
of new projects, dedicating 70 
per cent to servicing on-going 
projects and 30 per cent for 
new ones.”

The Prelate had urged the Na-
tional Assembly to increase the 
funding of the Niger-Delta De-
velopment Commission (NDDC) 
to enable it impact positively on 
the lives of people of the Niger 
Delta region.

Uche decried the deprivation 
in the Niger Delta region and 
called on the Federal Govern-
ment to urgently address the 
problems of the area. He said: 
“The Niger Delta region is the 
goose that lays the golden egg. 
The wealth of this country 
comes from the Niger Delta, 
yet the people live in want and 
deprivation.”

He added: “I pray that the 
management should succeed 
and I urge the directors to follow 
due process in all their actions. I 
am here to pay for NDDC that 
God’s presence will be in the 
commission.”

Jacobs



News 
Food Security:  Oyo moves against desertification, flooding

P
iqued by the adverse ef-
fects of desertification as 
well as flooding on food 
security in Nigeria, Oyo 
State Government has 

embarked on a massive grassroots 
awareness campaign on climate 
change. 

The Campaign is also to put a 
halt to indiscriminate felling of 
trees in their neighbourhoods.

The sensitization campaign 
train kick started at Ayete, head-
quarters of Ibarapa North Local 
Government Area of the state  with 
a road show and free distribution 
of different varieties of tree seed-
lings to the various households 
for planting to checkmate defor-
estation and, in effect, protect the 
climate from destruction.

Le d by government offi-
cials and professionals from 
the Justice, Development and 
Peace Commission (JDPC), the 
sensitization campaign team 
which also included the Acting 
Baale Agbe in Oyo State, High 
Chief Gabriel Adediran Akorede 
educated the populace on the 
dangers inherent in unchecked 
deforestation and charged the 
people against indiscriminate 
burning of bush to reduce emis-
sion and avoid air pollution.

Highlight of the Climate Change 
campaign was the free distribution 
of tree seedlings of different variet-
ies to the various households for 
planting to checkmate deforesta-

tion and, in effect, ensuring food 
security in the nation.

The Chairman of Ibarapa North 
Local Government, Shittu Olo-
lade who stood in for the State 
Governor, Isiaq Abiola Ajimobi  at 
the sensitization campaign rally, 
emphasized the need for massive 
tree planting across the State in 
replacement of the felled trees say-
ing this is one of the feasible ways 
to protect to the environment 
and also guard the climate from 
destruction.

While raising an alarm that 

Zebulon Agomuo
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Kogi integrated 
financial management 
information system to 
begin operation October

At NTDC we are refocusing tourism as a huge business - Coker

F
or Nigeria to reap the huge 
revenues locked up in the 
tourism industry, the sector 
must be treated as a seri-

ous business; Folorunsho Coker, 
director-general, Nigerian Tourism 
Development Corporation (NTDC), 
has said.

Coker, who spoke with a select 
group of editors in Lagos, said the 
focus now is to treat tourism as a 
business and as a huge foreign ex-
change earner, noting that tourism 
is not just about arts and culture 
as it has always been wrongly 
classified as, but a money-spinner 
that can immensely scale up the 
fortunes of Nigeria, if properly 
handled.

Pledging that he would do all 
within his capacity to re-direct the 
sector and bring out the hidden 
juice that will, not only benefit 
the country, but also positively 
impact the lives of citizens, the DG 
said that his already launched five-
letter word action plan- CHIEF- 
would help him realise his goal.

According to him, “C-H-I-E-F, is 
our action plan, and stands for: Cor-
porate governance & regulations; 
Human capital development; In-
frastructural development; Events 
& marketing, and Finance & invest-

ment.”
 Presenting what he titled, 

‘Destination Nigeria: Tourism De-
velopment Roadmap (2017-2021)’, 
the DG said: “Tourism is a business 
of moving people from point A 
to B and back to A or further up 

disaster looms with the extinc-
tion of economic trees in our 
forests, Ololade insisted that it 
wherever one tree is cut, ten trees 
should be planted in replacement 
to avoid deforestation or flooding 
in the land.

Also addressing the gather-
ing, the Programme Officer of 
JDPC, Alaba Ogunbosoye called 
on the populace to be pro-active 
to the challenges of Climate 
Change which he obs erve d 
portends danger to economic 
development, if not properly 

T
he World Bank-spon-
sored Kogi State Inte-
grated Financial Man-
agement Information 

System (SIFMIS) is to commence 
operation and go live from Octo-
ber, this year.

Manager of the SIFMIS, 
Aminu Ibrahim disclosed this 
while speaking at the presenta-
tion of the integrated system to 
the Media at a seminar for jour-
nalists on Wednesday in Lokoja.

He said the system is aimed 
at ensuring efficiency, effec-
tiveness, accountability and 
transparency in public finance 
was part of the requirements 
of reform agenda of the Federal 
Government and the National 
Economic Council.

He hinted that contract agree-
ment for the integrated financial 
information management sys-
tem was awarded in April and 
signed by the state Public Sector 
Governance Reform Develop-
ment Project and the contractor, 
Messrs Counterhouse Consul-
tants Limited.

However, the Manager ex-
plained that the project being 
implemented on two fronts in-
cluding Infrastructure and The 
Enterprise Resource Planning 
Application (Oracle ERP) would 
be delivered in the third week of 
September.

The system, according to 
him, is expected to integrate 
all other existing platforms like 
the Remita, cyberspace and the 
clocking system in the state 
Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies (MDAs) and function 
as one.

“This is to create single data 
base for the State Government to 
address issues of discrepancies. 
Information management is key 
to arresting corruption and other 
financial crimes.

It is expected to address issues 
of corruption in public service 
as well as salary wage bill ma-
nipulations, over payment and 
underpayment in civil service as 
it will create separate identity for 
each worker in the system using 
the Bank Verification Number 
(BVN).

This is also expected to ad-
dress issues of ghost workers and 
policy summersault and serve as 
a tool to guide the government 
in its financial transactions. He 
maintained.

Ibrahim called on media prac-
titioners, Non-Governmental 
Organisations (NGOs) and Civil 
Society Organisations (CSOs) to 
key into the programme and 
help propagate the information 
to sensitise the public and create 
a new policy.

managed.
The JDPC official, in his submis-

sion, enjoined the people to, among 
others, reduce their emission to 
avoid air pollution; stop dumping 
refuse ion the streams to avoid 
flooding; stop burning the bush 
to avoid deforestation and always 
join force with the authorities in 
protecting the climate from de-
struction.

Meanwhile, the Climate Change 
sensitization awareness team is 
billed to move to other Local Gov-
ernment Council Areas of the State.

...Embarks on grassroots campaign on Climate Change
Akinremi Feyisipo, ibadan

The traditional ruler of the hometown of former Vice President and chieftain of All Progressives Congress, Atiku Abubakar, 
HRH Umaru Adamu Sanda led a delegation that included Governor Jibrilla Bindow and Minister of Women Affairs, Sen. 
Jummai Alhassan on thank you homage to the Lamido Adamawa, HRH Dr. Barkindo Aliyu Mustafa on his appointment of 
Atiku as Waziri Adamawa.

VictoriA nnAkiAike, lokoja

to point C. It is transportation by 
air, by road, by water. Transporta-
tion entails servicing of vehicles, 
buying of new tyres and all sorts 
of maintenance issues of con-
sumption, and that is business. It 
is when the traveler gets to the 

destination, is it for business, or 
pleasure? That is business. The 
hotel where he stays, the food 
he eats and other things there 
are business. We want to change 
the perception that people have 
always had about tourism that it 
is just Arts and Culture.”

Reeling out statistics to drive 
home his conviction that it is a big 
business, Coker said: “Tourism is 
responsible for 10 percent of the 
global GDP; It is about 8 trillion 
dollars in value; It is responsible 
for one in eleven jobs, that is more 
than the oil industry; it is the 
largest employer of labour in the 
world, about 292 million peo-
ple. And strategically, it employs 
predominantly women and the 
youth. It is responsible for about 
1.4 trillion in foreign exchange; 
it is responsible for 10 percent of 
world trade, and responsible for 30 
percent of service export.”

“Now you can see how impor-
tant the industry is. And for it to 
make this huge contribution to 
any economy, it has to be treated 
as a serious business. It has to be 
invested in for you to reap the huge 
values out of it. So tourism must be 
treated as business not as leisure or 
past time activity that it has always 
been classified as,” he added.

 .Full interview next Sunday. 
Don’t miss it.Coker
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How Belemaoil wants to tackle Niger Delta’s ‘internal 
capital flight’ with new community-engagement model

B
elemamoil Producing Limit-
ed (BPL), which is indicated 
as the first indigenous oil 
company with headquar-
ters in the Niger Delta has 

launched a model it believes can re-
store stability in the Niger Delta and 
stop what it calls internal capital flight. 
It hopes to achieve this by making the 
host communities to love instead of 
hating oil companies.

The company, which says it has 
strong international partners with 
cutting-edge technology and vast 
knowledge in gas management wants 
communities to be partners in the 
new model with spelt-out rights, not 
tokens. The crisis over agitations by 
the oil region has led to exodus of 
businesses and capital flight from the 
region to other parts of Nigeria, the of-
ficials said. This is what the new model 
seeks to halt.

Presenting what the company calls 
the ‘Belema Model’ in Port Harcourt in 
the week, the Corporate Affairs Head, 
Sam Abel-Jumbo, a lawyer, thrilled 
the large audience of host community 
leaders and government officials with 
hopes of annual awards and bonus 
to be presented to communities that 
worked for peace and stability. The 
model showed various benefits such 
as employments, contracts, training, 
scholarships, and allowances that 
would go to communities; the youths, 
chiefs, women, etc.

The Managing Director, an engineer 
with over 25 years experience in the 
oil industry, Boma Brown, revealed 
that the oil/gas industry through the 
international oil corporations (IOCs) 
spends at least $10billion every year, 
saying if up to 50 percent of this budget 
was applied through the communi-
ties, it would create wealth, jobs and 
stability in the oil region. He said the 
Founder/President of the Belemaoil, 
Jack-Rich Tein (Jr), an indigene, a man 
with huge passion for his people, was 
out to change the narrative and show 
that oil was still a boom, not doom, as 
it was made to look by some others.

The Deputy Managing Director, 
Pedro Diaz, who stood in for the presi-
dent/founder, said the company was 
always seeking ways to integrate more 
communities into the oil economy so as 
to guarantee the future. He regretted 
that the communities have not been 
made insiders in the oil industry but 
were made mere watchers earning 
tokens. “It’s important for community 
people to develop skills and work with 
us. Some will work indirectly with us. 
Community projects will be a normal 
thing, a matter of right. This meeting is 
to interact with us and we will answer 
your questions to create the needed 
synergy between oil company and 
community stakeholders”.

The Belema model:
In the presentation proper, Jumbo 

described the ‘Belema Model, as a 
world-class sustainable community 
engagement philosophy which he 
said evolved through Belemaoil’s un-
derstanding and desire to change the 
narrative in company – host commu-
nity relationship & management. “We 
understand clearly that community 
inclusiveness is the fundamental basis 
for the success of our operations. And, 
this is our brand identity.”

The model traced the core of the 
Niger Delta crisis to breakdown of 
trust and confidence between oil com-
munities and the IOCs but said the new 
model was out to repair the damage 
with a brand identity to put in place 
a vehicle that would re-invigorate 
mutual trust and confidence as well as 
stimulate the process of mutual wealth 
creation for the benefit of all, and more 
particularly for a sustained develop-
ment and economic empowerment of 
the host communities.

He said Belemaoil would manage 
community and other interested 
parties’ issues proactively, assist com-

munities in their developmental ef-
forts through synergy with relevant 
government agencies, and other stake-
holders, and create opportunities for 
direct economic empowerment to the 
host communities. The company’s so-
cial performance philosophy, he added, 
“is characterised by safe, empowered, 
healthy, thriving and self-reliant com-
munities capable of sustaining their 
development, with Belemaoil being a 
welcomed and valued member of the 
communities.”

Belemaoil operations fall within 
the swamp terrain of the Niger Delta 
and cut across 18 communities located 
in three local governments in Rivers 
State: Akuku-Toru, Bonny and Port-
Harcourt city.

Business corridor
Belemaoil says it has carved out 

business corridors with groupings 
such as Kula Business Corridor (KBC), 
Oko Business Corridor (OBC), Idama 
Business Corridor (IBC), Inda Business 
Corridor (InBC), Jokka Business Cor-
ridor (JBC), and Abuloma/Okujagu/
Okuru Business Corridor (AOOBC). 
Each business corridor has autonomy 

over its allocated funds and choice of projects 
like in the GMOU system now ruling in the 
IOCs, but the Belema Model provides that 
Belemaoil with the support of NAPIMS shall 
lead the process and drive it to ensure proper 
control and strict implementation of guide-
lines. This may be to cut out the crisis in some 
GMOU clusters of IOCs that hold up projects 
and cash draw-downs through court cases. 

In this case, there would be business cor-
ridor management board (BCMB) and a com-
munity interface committee (CIC) or what-
ever name to be chosen by each corridor.

The Board (BCMB) shall consist of the 
representatives of the communities under 
the business corridors: Belemaoil, NAPIMS, 
Rivers State Government Ministry of Com-
munity Development, and the respective 
local government councils. “The BCMB shall 
be a supervisory body for the six [6] busi-
ness corridors and shall provide oversight 
functions over the CIC by monitoring and 
reviewing its activities.”

A woman would be a member at any 
instance. “Every development project must 
be certified by the community leadership. 
There shall be a designated project account 
for every community to which the chairman 
of the CIC and the treasurer shall be category 
‘B’ signatories while Belemaoil representative 
shall be category ‘A’ signatory.

Juicy projects
The model spelt out the kind of projects 

the community would execute themselves 
starting with what the company calls 
sustainable development projects such as 
“Potable water said to be a luxury in most 
communities, electricity with gas-to-power 
system where it is possible. There would also 
be medical facilities such as functional cot-
tage hospitals, duly equipped health centers, 
standard school construction (equipping & 
support to learning), community teacher’s 
support, skill acquisition centers, ring roads/
internal roads with drainages and culverts, 
intercommunity bridge linkages, jetty con-
structions & embankments, plus dredging 
& reclamation works, housing units/guest 
homes for community income generation, 
and other positively impactful projects as 
shall be discussed with the communities 
upon further engagements.

Belemaoil looked hard at one of the core 
areas, youth empowerment and created what 
it sees as an inclusive scheme. It would touch 
200 non-graduates to be trained in skilled 
and semi-skilled programmes from 2018 to 
2022. They would be paid stipend (allow-
ance), feeding & accommodation while on 
training, provided with business start-up 
capital or workshop and tools for groupings. 
“Others to be employed directly as facilities 
maintenance technicians. Training partners: 
Bonny vocational centre in Bonny within 12 
and 24 months. Certification after training 
would be by London City & Guild (UK) cer-
tificate. (Other world class training institutes 
are also being consulted).

The Bonny Vocational Centre is said to be 
of world class standards specialising in build-
ing construction, business support skills, 
electrical installation, ICT systems support, 
mechanical maintenance, refrigeration & air-
conditioning, and catering and hospitality. 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Jack-Rich Tein (Jr), president/founder of Belemaoil Producing Nigeria Limited
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NewsFeature

It is imperative 
that the custodians 
of our values and 
cultural heritage 
be supported to 

function effective-
ly. This is part of 

the Belema model

model objectives. At the moment, we 
have over 600 of our youths gain-
fully employed in our community 
security surveillance scheme. Our 
special graduate training programme 
will afford us the opportunity of 
not only having a pool of qualified 
graduates to be employed, but also 
having a pool of Belemaoil trained and 
qualified manpower from within our 
communities to take up full employ-
ment opportunities over the next two 
years. There shall also be periodic 
recruitment exercises based purely 
for our communities’ graduates. This 
again is a top priority activity under 
the Belema model.”

Scholarship is also an area of atten-
tion in the model. “Under the Belema 
model, over 600 scholarships shall 
be given out yearly to our students at 
various levels, across the respective 
business corridors which are already 
effective this September 2017. This 
underscores the level of importance 
we attach to the educational devel-
opment and advancement of our 
youths. Secondary category N60,000; 
university N200,000; Post-graduate 

N300,000; Foreign is to be based on 
excellent performance, and limited 
to post graduate studies.

Commitments expected from host 
communities:

Belemaoil as a company expected 
much to whom much is given. The 
model demands for commitment 
to conducive and peaceful envi-
ronment–guaranteed freedom and 
license to operate. They also expect 
security and stake-ownership of 
Belemaoil’s facilities (in the form of 
business partnership); reduction of 
cases of community strife, restiveness, 
and litigation as much as possible; 
support the fight against facility/
pipelines vandalism; transparency 
and accountability in dealings on be-
half of community; promotion of mu-
tual understanding and trust among 
community members; contribute to 
environmental protection through 
intelligence reporting on Belemaoil 
facility and properties; ensure com-
munity focus is in alignment with the 
fundamental objectives of the Belema 
model which include transparency 
and accountability, participatory 
partnership, and inclusiveness.

Relief, happiness in the air:
The presentation elicited huge 

excitement, relief and happiness on 
faces at the event at the prestigious 
Banquet Hall of the Hotel Presidential. 
Many respondents and community 
leaders said this would turn around 
the fortunes of the oil region to peace 
and stability so as to reboot the econ-
omy of the region.

The Permanent Secretary of the 
Rivers State Ministry of Chieftaincy 
Affairs and Community Development, 
the Knight, Sam Ibemere, who was the 
Special Guest of Honour, applauded 
Belemaoil for what he termed ‘won-
derful initiative’ which for him is the 
first of its kind. He said this has even 
lessened the Ministry’s burden of 
spearheading such engagements. He 

called on other IOCs operating in the 
state to emulate the Belema Model.

The Local Government Catetaker 
Committee Chairmen of Port-Har-
court City LGA, Akuku-Toru LGA and 
Bonny LGA where Belemaoil opera-
tions cut across, were all in attendance 
at the session and participated effec-
tively. They too seemed excited that a 
model that could restore peace in the 
oil communities has come on board.

This situated the vote of thanks ren-
dered by the Executive Vice-President 
of the Company, Rosemary Asiegbu, 
who called on the women of the host 
communities to seize the opportunity 
Belemaoil offers to begin the process of 
re-orienting the children and youths 
of their respective communities, and 
indeed the Niger Delta.

Success hopes?
Even as the meeting was going on, 

noisy groups took position outside 
to ensure those inside did not have 
ease of mind. Jumbo said such was 
the scenario Belema Model was out 
to eliminate from the communities. 
His Royal Majesty, the king of Ngeje, 
Egbelekro Opueze, in his reaction 
to the commotion, said; “Everybody 
wants to be included but it’s not pos-
sible. Belemaoil has stipulated those 
that must be in the summit: the king, 
the council of chiefs, the CDC chair-
man, and woman leader. If these have 
been chosen, you don’t expect all and 
sundry to be there. That is the pande-
monium you are seeing there.”

The king however, described the 
event as a big occasion. “An indigenous 
oil company has come up to make a 
difference from the IOCs, to do what 
the IOCs have not done for years. Bele-
memaoil has come with a model that 
hinges on community inclusiveness. 
That is the kind of company we want 
to operate in the Niger Delta. This 
gives the communities the confidence 
to support the operations of the indig-
enous companies.”

A leader, Lolo Awara, chairman, Kula 
Kingdom Development Committee and 
the chairman, Kula-Belema Interface 
Committee, said the model was satisfac-
tory but wondered how the company 
would deal with internal conflicts al-
ready existing in the oil communities. 
He however said; “There is big hope for 
the host communities. I have been in-
volved in the negotiations and this blue 
print. At the moment, they are training 
graduates and non-graduates in their oil 
fields who will take over in the future. 
I have 100 per cent confidence that 
hope has returned to the Niger Delta 
and to the youths. Belemaoil is here to 
empower the youths.”

The conflicts facing Belema model 
were present. BD Sunday tried to find 
out why some persons would still 
carry out rowdy agitation at such a 
place of plenty. Fubara Okwuene, from 
Fuche community in Degema said 
they were not happy that one person 
who had led the community for over 
nine years and had been removed 
was still the one representing them 
at Belemaoil. He called on Belemaoil 
founder to give the other side a listen-
ing ear to avoid breakdown of law and 
order in Fuche areas.

“Two students from BVC scored the highest 
grades in the whole world. It is among the 
top 10 institutes of City & Guild in the world. 
76 per cent of the graduates either have jobs, 
self-placements or further education.”

The goal, it was indicated, is to achieve im-
proved skills and knowledge, empowerment 
creation, capacity building, entrepreneurial 
skills, and inclusive economic growth. The 
skills on show would be for drilling engineer, 
petroleum engineer, supervisor, work-over 
operator, brine/mud engineering, geo scien-
tist, drilling water management, brine filtra-
tion, reservoir engineer, mud logging, tubular 
handling, solid control, and petro-physicist.

Traditional rulers, often divided and mar-
ginalised, would under the Belema model 
take a place of pride due to the recognition 
they now enjoy from Belemaoil. “It is impera-
tive that the custodians of our values and 
cultural heritage be supported to function 
effectively. This is part of the Belema model.”

Community contractors:
This has been the cause of rancour and 

crisis in the oil region. Belemaoil says it is 
moving action to the communities in terms 
of contracts which has been estimated in the 
industry to be over $10Bn per year.

Jumbo said: “This is one of the core areas of 
partnership with the communities under the 
Belema model. Our priority under the Belema 
model is to ensure the involvement and par-
ticipation of our communities’ vendors and 
service providers in the contracting process 
of Belemaoil. We will provide opportunities 
for community contractors to tender for jobs 
within their technical capabilities, and also 
to have workable alliances and partnerships 
where necessary with competent technical 
counter-parts to enable them bid for jobs. We 
would support the growth and development 
of indigenous contractors’ capacity within our 
communities.” This brought huge applause in 
the audience.

Host community employment scheme:
This is another sore area in the relation-

ship with host communities, something that 
flared up violent agitation in the oil region. 
“Employment of our youths is very para-
mount to the actualisation of the Belema 

(L-R) Boma Brown, managing director, and Pedro Diaz, deputy managing director, at the presentation of Belema Model
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2019: Of dubious claims and progressive leadership

T
he 2019 presidential election 
is knocking very seriously. 
Although the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) has not formally declared 

a go-ahead for campaigns, all forms of 
solicitations are going on. Many politi-
cians have also begun alignment and re-
alignment of forces. Governance has since 
been relegated to the background. Elected 
office holders who intend to contest again 
are sharpening their implements, whereas 
those who for now, have not made up their 
minds are either seeking a divine direction 
(like Governor Samuel Ortom of Benue 
State) or searching for who to sponsor, 
who will in turn be their ATM (cash cows).

One thing is clear, when the proper 
campaign begins, there would be many 
promises. Aspirants would make lofty 
claims of their love for the downtrod-
den and long-suffering members of the 
society; they will employ sentiments and 
sing sweet songs in the ears of the people. 
But observers, who have been part of the 
system, warn that such sweet songs and 
emotional renditions are calculated to 
hoodwink the hapless masses.

Recall that prior to his election in 2011, 
former President Goodluck Jonathan 
regaled Nigerians with the story of his 
poor background; how he went to school 
barefooted. His “I once had no shoes” decla-
ration was elevated to a campaign slogan. 
He said, although he had no shoes at that 
time, divine providence had given him 
shoes in abundance. He pledged that never 
again would a Nigerian child go through 
the level of suffering he did. The chorus 
to say the least was very melodious in the 
ears of those who heard him; he caused the 
song to be played as part of his campaign 
jingle and huge billboards were erected in 
that regard also.

He stated that his story was that of hope 
to the youth of Nigeria, he went down 
memory lane how he went from grass to 
grace today.

According to Jonathan, “I was not born 
rich, and in my youth, I never imagined 
that I would be where I am today, but 
not once did I ever give up. Not once did I 
imagine that a child from Otuoke, a small 
village in the Niger Delta, will one day 
rise to the position of President of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria. I was raised 
by my mother and father with just enough 
money to meet our daily needs.

“In my early days in school, I had no 
shoes, no school bags. I carried my books 
in my hands but never despaired; no car 
to take me to school but I never despaired. 
There were days I had only one meal but 
I never despaired. I walked miles and 
crossed rivers to school every day but I 
never despaired. Didn’t have power, didn’t 
have generators, studied with lanterns but 
I never despaired.

‘In spite of these, I finished second-
ary school, attended the University of 
Port Harcourt, and now hold a doctorate 
degree.”

After playing on the sentiment of Ni-
gerians, the Bayelsa-born politician said: 
“My fellow Nigerians, this is what has 
brought me to Eagle Square today. I have 
come to say to all of you, that Goodluck 
Ebele Azikiwe Jonathan is the man you 
need to put Nigeria right. I have come to 
launch a campaign of ideas, not one of 
calumny. I have come to preach love, not 
hate. I have come to break you away from 
divisive tendencies of the past which have 

slowed our drive to true nationhood. I have 
no enemies to fight. You are all my friends 
and we share a common destiny.”

Whether he achieved all that he prom-
ised is a judgment that is not difficult to 
make.

Prior to the 2015 presidential elec-
tion, after declaring his intention to run, 
Muhamadu Buhari, who was seeking the 
office for the fourth time, painted a picture 
that depicted him as a poverty-stricken 
person. He told Nigerians that he was 
very poor like them and knew the pang 
of poverty. He claimed that he had no 
money to purchase his form from the APC 
secretariat. He also told Nigerians that he 
secured a loan to that effect.

Buhari  had als o  said  that  the 
N27.5million levy for the forms was exor-
bitant but that he was helpless in getting 
it reduced.

He said: “It’s a pity I couldn’t influence 
this amount to be put down as in the case 
of ladies and the disabled that intend to 
participate. I always look left and right in 
our meetings but I could not read sympa-
thy, so I kept my trap.

“But I felt heavily sorry for myself be-
cause I don’t want to go and ask somebody 
to pay for my nomination forms, because 
I always try to pay myself, at least for the 
nomination.

“N27 million is a big sum, thankfully I 
have personal relationship with the man-
ager of my bank in Kaduna and I told him 
that very soon the forms are coming, so, 
whether I am on red, or green or even 
black please honour it otherwise I may 
lose the nomination.

“I was about to go to Kaduna this morn-
ing and I told the Chairman but he said in 
that case, you better pick your form and 
keep a straight face that means there is 
no excuse.”

In 2019 sentiment may not work
In his recent published article, Oluse-

gun Adeniyi, a former presidential spokes-
man for the late President Umaru Musa 
Yar’Adua,   recalled that Jonathan and 
Buhari must have ascended the power 
stool on the back of naivety and gullibility 
of many Nigerians.

Adeniyi said: “But one thing is very 

clear now; the 2019 Presidential election 
will not be fought on the basis of dubious 
claims by some aspirants that they wore no 
shoes when they were young or that they 
had no money to buy presidential nomina-
tion forms! Nigerians are now wiser and 
for good reasons too.”

Observers say that the electorate must 
insist that those who would aspire to lead 
the country from 2019 should spell out 
in simple terms, the plans they have for 
Nigeria in the next 30 years and above.

A political analyst, who spoke with 
BDSUNDAY on condition of anonymity, 
said: “Sentiments have killed us in this 
country. It was sentiment that left us 
where we are now. If a politician is telling 
you what he wants to do and he is not 
looking at the global picture, how policies 
of other countries may affect his country, 
that politician has not started. For instance, 
we are told that in the next 10, 15, 20 years, 
many countries of the world would not be 
powering their vehicles with petrol, which 
means our major source of revenue which 
is oil, will have no buyers; that should 
tell any serious leader or aspiring leader 
that he has to be forward-looking and 
pro-active. Honestly, I do not know how 
prepared our politicians are for this. If I 
know them too well, they will do noth-
ing and will still be thinking that it is not 
possible that oil will not be needed again; 
that’s how narrow-minded we are.

“For purpose of illustration, right now 
our government is spending billions of nai-
ra searching for oil in the Lake Chad Basin. 
Despite serious of advice and counseling, 
and the signs that are everywhere that 
crude oil is no longer the in-thing, those 
who delight in politics rather than reality 
are hell-bent on carrying out a project that 
I can consider as dead-on-arrival.”

“So, for me I would want 2019 election 
to focus on those who have the capacity to 
think global. Not to be consumed by the 
allure of power, but those who would be 
driven by the passion to serve their father-
land. I am happy that Nigerians now have 
access to information and follow what is 
going on, on the global stage every second. 
I tell you, 2019 will shock you,” the analyst 
further said.

Speaking in tandem, an expert in the 
Energy sector of the nation’s economy, 
who expressed sadness over the seemingly 
lack of robust thinking in government 
quarters and politicians’ inability to read 
the handwriting on the wall, said it was 
a pity that political leaders in Nigeria had 
not begun to see the seriousness about 
countries declaring that in a no distant 
future they would cease to buy crude oil.

He said: “In the next 10 years, we would 
be hawking our oil on Eko Bridge in 50 litre 
bottles, because I am sure that at that time 
nobody would be asking us how much 
is your crude oil. That’s how serious the 
matter is.”

Pundits also said that the Nigerian elec-
torate must go beyond the sentiment of “he 
is my kinsman; she is of same religion with 
me”, and other pecuniary considerations 
that have held Nigeria down for years.

Titus Etim, a lecturer of International 
Politics and Diplomacy, urged Nigerians 
to aim for the best in 2019 by allowing 
their brain to guide them in the selection 
of leaders.

“In Nigeria, all we talk about is road 
maintenance, and billions of Naira is bud-
geted every year for just maintenance, 
nor additional infrastructure in the area 
of new roads to open up the rural areas 
for development to reach the people at 
the grassroots; our haulage system is also 
very poor. We have continued for decades 
to play politics with developing the rail 
system; our educational system is as good 
as dead; the health sector is dead; in fact, 
there is no sector that is up and running, 
yet people are moving about, answering 
leaders. Look at the number of industrial 
actions we recorded recently (some are still 
ongoing) from every sector; so, you do not 
need to go far to know that all is not well 
with our country. We have receded in all 
areas. Where we used to get accolades, 
we have lost everything. So, I expect that 
people should not just go to the polling sta-
tions and just cast their votes to anybody 
without knowing what that individual 
is bringing to the table for Nigeria. Our 
‘mumu don du. It is very, very unfortunate 
my brother.”

ZEBULON AGOMUO

Politics

President BuhariEx-President Goodluck Jonathan
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Millions of unclaimed voter cards litter 
INEC offices as 2019 knocks

In-fighting in APC threatens party’s cohesion

Sunday 17  September 2017
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Mahmood Yakubu, INEC chairman

John Oyegun, APC chairman

El-Rufai

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, ABUJA

U
nless the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC) begins to see 
itself as one family, the divisive 
tendencies inherent in the party 

may work against its success in 2019; politi-
cal analysts have said.

The analysts traced the genesis of the 
crisis rocking the governing party to the 
inability of the broom association to man-
age its victory well.

This, they believe, is responsible for the 
cold war between the National Assembly 
on the one hand and the Executive arm of 
government and the governing All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) on the other hand.

With 67 senators as against PDP’s 41, 
the party is still unable to take advantage of 
its numerical strength in the upper legisla-
tive chamber, as its party’s lawmakers are 
vehemently opposed to the government 
during debates in plenary.

In his first visit to Senate President 
Bukola Saraki in late 2016, Chairman, 
All Progressives Congress Governors’ 
Forum and Imo State Governor Rochas 
Okorocha expressed regret that political 
heavyweights of the party were bickering 
with one another rather than support the 
present administration in delivering the 
dividends of democracy to the people.

“Nigerians expect so much from us but 
we seem to be in crisis with ourselves; not 
crisis made by the opposition parties but 
crisis created by ourselves for ourselves 
and which has kept us in total difficult posi-
tion that we are not making the headway 
we need to make as a party.

“One wonders then what went wrong. 
Where did we get it wrong? And after 
these troubles and after the much hope we 

have given to Nigerians, we still cannot 
work together as a party, as a family. And 
I notice particularly that there is so much 
bitterness in the system – from the party, 
from the legislature, from the executive, 
from the governors – and it seems to me 
like there is no more platform for us to 
chant those old songs, which we used to 
sing in the days of struggle for change. One 
wonders, was this what we were asking for 
or was this the change we were asking for? 
I think Nigerians expect so much from us 
and at the end of it all.

“Nigerians will not ask us how many of 
each other we have been able to destroy 
or how many we have been able to bring 
down. But they will ask us how many 

plates of food have we put on the table of 
the common man who elected us. So, I am 
here, Mr. President of the Senate, to call 
for unity among us and our party. And to 
sheathe our sword in whatever form anger 
has got to us.

“We noticed and we know that we are a 
party in majority at the National Assembly 
and we are a party with majority in the num-
ber of governors, state Houses of Assembly, 
but we notice there is no cordial relationship 
among the governors, the executive and the 
legislature,” he stated.

Also, the party is embroiled in crisis fol-
lowing the emergence of Bukola Saraki as 
Senate President against the wishes of his 
party, even as some APC federal lawmakers 

are at logger heads with their governors or 
the national leadership of the party, thus 
polarising the party at various state levels.

These include: Speaker House of Rep-
resentatives Yakubu Dogara; embattled 
senator and Chairman Senate Committee 
on Federal Capital Territory, Dino Melaye; 
his counterpart in Navy Isah Misau. Others 
are: Solomon Adeola, Rabiu Kwankwanso, 
Shehu Sani, Ajayi Boroffice, Suleiman 
Hunkuyi among others.

But in a chat with BDSUNDAY, Sani 
defended both former Vice President Atiku 
Abubakar for saying that the ruling party had 
sidelined him and Minister of Women Affairs 
Aisha Alhassan for pledging allegiance to 
Atiku in the 2019 presidential election.

The senator posited that if the govern-
ing party does not address the grievances 
of members, the party may implode just 
like the PDP in the next general election.

His words: “What the former Vice 
President said is reflective of the issues that 
today challenge the unity and solidarity of 
the party. There exists grievances in most 
of the states and there are individuals that 
are aggrieved, including my very self.

“My concern is that if the party leader-
ship don’t step in on time to address some 
of these grievances it will be a big problem 
for the party.

“It does not mean because the former 
Vice President came out openly to speak 
doesn’t mean that others don’t have their 
own issues. It is very clear that many are 
simply keeping quiet waiting for their time. 
That is why what the Minister said does not 
in any way amount to disloyalty because 
she said her allegiance for 2019. She has a 
right to express her opinion and the Presi-
dent whom she is serving also has a right 
to terminate her appointment.”

making frantic efforts to ensure collection 
of the cards before the 2019 polls.

INEC had earlier commenced a year-
round nationwide Continuous Voter Regis-
tration (CVR) in April. The exercise is meant 
for the registration of citizens who turned 
18 years of age after the last registration, or 
those who for one reason or another could 
not register in the previous exercises, as 
well as the Permanent Voter Card (PVC) 

distribution exercise.
At the commission’s quarterly meeting 

with the media, Yakubu said INEC was 
working on modalities to distribute the 
7.8 million voter cards abandoned by their 
owners.

He said during the exercise, efforts would 
be made to ascertain dead persons on the 
voter register and eliminate them, adding 
that cases of transfers of voting points 

W
ith politicians gradu-
ally readying them-
selves for the next 
round of polls follow-
ing announcement 
of the 2019 electoral 

timetable by the Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC), there are concerns 
that many Nigerians may yet be disenfran-
chised in the next general elections.

BDSUNDAY gathered that millions of 
voter cards lie unclaimed and uncollected 
at INEC offices across the country.

Mahmood Yakubu, INEC chairman, 
at a meeting with civil society organisa-
tions in April this year put the number of 
uncollected PVCs at 7.8 million while the 
number of registered voters is 66.5 million. 
Also, the number of voters with PVCs was 
put at 54.43m, while unprinted PVCs were 
put at 4.23m.

But Oluwole Osaze-Uzzi, INEC director 
of Voter Education and Publicity, in a chat 
with BDSUNDAY on Friday explained that 
with the ongoing nationwide Continuous 
Voter Registration (CVR), the commission 
cannot ascertain the number of registered 
voters as well as uncollected PVCs at the 
moment.

“Collection of PVCs changes every day. I 
don’t have the current figure,” he said.

While some blame the non-collection 
of PVCs on apathy on the part of many 
Nigerians, others say it is as a result of the 
bottlenecks encountered in the process of 
collecting the voter cards.

But Osaze-Uzzi said the commission was 
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would also be handled.

He said the commission was approach-
ing the update of the register with caution 
because of its sensitivity and importance in 
the electoral process.

“With 70 million registered voters at the 
moment, and by the time we do the Con-
tinuous Voter Registration fixed for April, 
the number will definitely go higher. Ours is 
the second largest democracy in the world, 
and we just have to plan,” he said.

Speaking with our correspondent on 
Friday, Osaze-Uzzi the commission was also 
organising workshops here and there to 
sensitise Nigerians on the ongoing CVR and 
voter card distribution across the country.

“And we have done adverts right now 
on radio, print media and online that CVR 
is ongoing and those who have registered 
before should pick up their PVC. It’s all part 
of the CVR exercise,” he said.

Meanwhile, some states like Lagos are 
taking proactive steps to ensure more people 
collect their voter cards.

Early this year, the Lagos State Inde-
pendent Electoral Commission (LASIEC) 
reached an agreement with the Lagos office 
of INEC to constitute a joint committee to 
distribute about 1.47 million PVCs aban-
doned by registered voters in the state.

Observers, however, say INEC and po-
litical parties ought to create more aware-
ness about the ongoing CVR to ensure that 
more people register or collect their voter 
cards before the next election.

Pundits say the importance of a voter 
card in a democracy cannot be over-
emphasised as it is the only power citizens 
have to decide who presides over their 
affairs.
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T
he announcement of the 
postphonement of the re-
sumption date of members of 
the National Assembly came 

to me and so many Nigerians as a 
rude shock, to say the least. Frankly 
speaking, it shows the level of loyalty 
or otherwise of those who ought to 
uphold the democratic tenets and 
defend the interest of the citizens at 
such a time when crises are brewing 
across the country. This experience 
was different from the old Legisla-
tive tradition under the previous 
Assembly when the leadership of the 
Lower Chamber summoned plenary 
on a Sunday, with the view to avert 
looming tension caused by the hike 
in the price of petroleum products in 
2012 by the erstwhile administration.

Like Esther of old, who sacrificed 
her life for the sake of the Jews who 
were in the minority and under 
serious oppression during the reign 
of King Ahasuerus in the land of 
Persians. Similar passion consumed 
political leaders at various times in 
the history of mankind, but why 
is the current National Assembly 
looking away from the distress of our 
people who are not only facing hard 
times caused not only by the socio-
economic challenges but also ethic 
and religious crises. Even if bills are 
not passed during such a day, such 
intervention will not only douse the 
tension in the land but convince us 
all of the importance of democracy in 
stabilizing the country.

Meanwhile, I wish to reflect on 
some of the resolutions passed by the 
current Eight Assembly under the 

watch of Speaker Yakubu Dogara 
and the ruling party, All Progressive 
Congress (APC). The record available 
to me spanning between January and 
9th June, 2017 showed that a total of 
251 resolutions including investiga-
tive motions were passed on various 
issues. The latest was about ‘Need to 
investigate and halt the illegal mining 
activities in Kampani-Zurak in Ease 
Local Government Area of Plateau 
state. According to the proponent of 
the motion, to curb the illicit activities 
of the illegal miners, the House urged 
Federal Ministry of Power, Works 
and Housing to urgently construct 
the Jarmai-Bashar-Zurak-Andame 
road in Karim Lamido Local Gov-
ernment Area road, and Langtang-
Wase-Bashar road in order to ease 
the movement of multi-million naira 
worth of resources by the legal and 
lawful miners.

Clarion call was also made to the 
Minister of Mines and Steel Devel-
opment, Ministry of Defence, office 
of National Security Adviser as well 
as the Inspector General of Police to 
put necessary security measures in 
place to halt the evacuation of the 
solid minerals and seal-off, arrest and 
prosecute the perpetrators of this 
economic sabotage against the State.

On health related matters, the 
House passed resolutions on the need 
to evaluate the effect of withdrawal 
of HIV funding by international do-
nors. This particular issues has been 
of concern to me especially with the 
inordinate attitude of those saddled 
with the responsibility of disbursing 
the drugs and other aids to the people 

living with the virus. Global Fund 
which is the custodian of the fund, 
had on the 4th August, 2017 notified 
Nigeria that

its TB/HIV funding request was 
not invited to proceed to grant-
making. According to the record I 
obtained, “Nigeria is the Global Fund’s 
largest investment portfolio. This is 
just the latest setback in a portfolio 
that has been plagued with chal-
lenges. Audits in 2011 and 2016 by the 
Office of the Inspector General have 
revealed persistent issues in financial 
and grant management, stymieing 
progress towards ending the three 
diseases in the country,” the newslet-
ter stated. In the same vein, Global 
Fund recently announced that its 
priorities for multi-country invest-
ments over the 2017-2019 funding 
cycle do not include HIV programs 
in Africa. This decision will affect 
eight current grants worth nearly 
$60 million, many of which have had 
less than two years of implementa-
tion. Activists have reacted to this 
decision, calling it “frustrating” and 
“irresponsible.” Many of the current 
multi-country investments have 
longer-term legal and policy change 
objectives, requiring sustained advo-
cacy investments if they are to have 
lasting impact.”

What an uncomely remarks 
which may spell doom for a country 
like Nigeria with high prevalence 
level. I recall that multi-billion naira 
as counterpart funding was appropri-
ated yearly to this particular project 
but relevant authorities have failed 
to account properly for the utiliza-

tion of the funds secured locally and 
from donor agencies. For me, the 
House needs to intervene in order to 
stop this scam among comity of na-
tions. Never forget that the imbroglio 
between the House Committee on 
Health Services and National Health 
Insurance Scheme (NHIS) is yet to be 
laid to rest. Already, the Presidency 
which approved the suspension of 
the new NHIS helmsman is yet to 
make public it’s findings. But since all 
those played out while Mr. President 
was away to the United Kingdom for 
medical checkup, the issue may take 
a new twist and may consume some 
other persons.

Another resolution passed by the 
House was on the need for the Budget 
office of the Federation to comply 
with the provisions of the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act. To give effect to 
this motion, the House mandated the 
joint Committees on Appropriations, 
Public Accounts, Finance, Public 
Procurement and Governmental 
Affairs to investigate the infractions 
of the FRA by the Executive arm of 
government and report back within 
four weeks. Nothing has been heard 
of the activities of the joint committee 
before the House embarked on the 
annual recess but hopeful it will be 
made public for us to follow up and 
get the outcome.

Other motions of importance 
passed include: Need for Federal 
Government intervention in the 
escalating price of cement, issue 
bothering on spate of kidnapping in 
Lagos and other parts of the country, 

investigation into the $200 million 
Clean Technology Fund for solar en-
ergy development in the North East 
geopolitical zone, the need to probe 
the status of ongoing/abandoned fed-
eral government’s projects across the 
country,call for transparency in the 
investigation of illegal importation 
of firearms into Nigeria. All of these 
investigations and resolutions must 
be given effect in line with section 
88 and 89 of the 1999 Constitution 
(as amended).

While agreeing wit this provi-
sions conferred on the National 
Assembly to investigate any matter 
with respect to which it has power to 
make laws, and the conduct of affairs 
of any person, authority, ministry or

government department charged, 
the House is also duty bound to 
ensure that the findings of these in-
vestigations are made public as well 
ensure that the Executive implement 
and prosecute accordingly.

Reps and its constitutional mandate
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T
he word ‘penkelemes’ 
first entered the lexicon 
of Nigeria when strong 
man of Ibadan politics 

in the ‘50s and ‘60s Adegoke 
Adelabu (of blessed memory) 
wanted to refer to something as 
a ‘peculiar mess’.

This is the situation the Ni-
geria Police Force finds itself 
right now.

Chairman, Senate Committee 
on Navy, Isah Misau blew the 
whistle against the Inspector 
General of Police (IGP), Ibrahim 
Idris and rather than address the 
corruption allegations levelled 
against him, the police boss 
decided to leave the message 
and hunt the messenger, declar-
ing the former police officer as 
‘deserter and accused him of 
carrying about a forged retire-
ment letter.

This tactics of the police is 
characteristics of a guilty party.

But now that the lawmaker’s 
retirement letter has been inves-
tigated and found authentic by 
the Police Service Commission 
(PSC) what happens to Misau’s 
allegations against the IGP?

The National Assembly’s 
amendment of the 1999 Consti-
tution to change its name from 
Nigeria Police Force to Nigeria 
Police will be akin to wearing a 
clean shirt on a dirty one if the 
root cause of corruption is not 
tackled by the present admin-
istration.

It is also instructive to note 
that since the Force Public Rela-
tions Officer, Jimoh Moshood, 
spoke on Political Platform on 
Raypower dismissing the sena-
tor’s allegations of corruption, 
the radio station had been in-
undated with documents sent 
by individuals in charge of such 
payments in companies and 
churches to prove that payments 
were indeed made to the police.

For a government that takes 
the fight against corruption as 
one of its policy thrusts, it will 
amount to betrayal of trust to 
Nigerians to ignore these allega-
tions while it hounds opposition 
members for corruption.

On the other hand, I expect 
the Senate to investigate the 
matter upon resumption from 
recess on September 26 and send 
its resolutions to the Executive, 
just as it did with the suspended 

Secretary to the Government 
of the Federation (SGF), David 
Babachir Lawal.

It is a common practice that 
stakeholders lobby lawmakers in 
their respective fields on issues 
affecting them, for onward pre-
sentation at plenary either as a 
motion or bill. This is why health 
experts would lobby medical 
doctors-turned-senators like 
Senate President Bukola Saraki 
and Chairman Senate Commit-
tee on Health, Lanre Tejuosho 
to push for the implementation 
of the National Health Act, even 
as lawyers and aviation experts 
would approach Deputy Senate 
President, Ike Ekweremadu and 
Deputy Senate Leader Bala Ibn 
Na’Allah to pursue their cause.

However, the inclusion of 
Misau on the Senate Commit-
tee on Police Affairs and Intel-
ligence could spell doom for the 
police, as the legislator is ready 
to go extra mile to mobilise his 
colleagues to stop additional 
funding for the police through 
the establishment of the Police 
Trust Fund Bill currently before 
the National Assembly.

The development came less 
than a month after the Corrup-
tion Perception Index Report 
for 2017 named the police as the 
Most Corrupt and Bribed Institu-
tion in the country.

Published by the National Bu-
reau of Statistics (NBS) in collabo-

ration with the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime and 
the European Union, the maiden 
report, revealed how different 
forms of corruption affect the 
daily life of the average Nigerian 
citizen. The survey revealed that 
that the frequency of bribery 
was more among police officers 
with 46.4 percent.

The fracas also revealed the 
high level of corruption between 
police officers protecting public 
officials and their superiors at 
Force Headquarters.

Speaking with Senate cor-
respondents, Misau, a retired 
Deputy Superintendent of Police 
(DSP) admitted to using his posi-
tion as aide-de-camp to three 
former Ministers of Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT) to enrich 
his superiors by providing them 
lands and that his refusal to 
succumb to ‘blackmail’ from his 
Ogas led to his redeployment to 
Niger State.

Hear him: “I joined the police 
in the Year 2000. I served the 
police for 10 years, four months 
with unquestionable records. In 
my last assignment before I left 
the police (in 2010), I was ADC 
to former FCT Ministers: Aliyu 
Modibbo, Adamu Aliero and 
Bala Mohammed. And I was 
seconded from the police from 
Force Headquarters.

“The only challenge I got 
throughout my career was when 

I was the ADC to Aliero and po-
lice officers expected me to give 
them land. The police officers 
wrote list of so many officers to 
be given land and I was the one 
that made sure that the lands 
were given to them. After that, 
they wanted more.... If you look 
at it, it is an issue of corruption”.

Meanwhile, the interior of 
the National Assembly is wear-
ing a new look, following ongo-
ing renovation of the Complex.

This, ASSEMBLY WATCH 
gathered, informed the shifting 
of resumption from recess from 
September 19 to 26 to allow for 
the completion of the renova-
tion.

It would be interesting to see 
if the exercise would include the 
installation of equipment in the 
hallowed chamber to enable it 
have functional central pool 
units where professional and 
experienced broadcast cam-
eramen using latest television 
technologies such as Ultra High 
Definition cameras operate to 
deliver quality feeds.

This would avoid a situation 
where cameramen walk in the 
chambers to take shots. Recall 
that in May this year, the Senate 
burreacracy barred cameramen 
and photojournalists from cover-
ing plenary but rescinded the de-
cision after journalists boycotted 
coverage of proceedings.

The ‘penkelemes’ of the police
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D
ino Melaye, a senator repre-
senting Kogi West Senatorial 
district, is not a happy man at 
the moment. His failed bid to 
stop the recall process initi-

ated by his constituents is the cause of 
his worries. 

The Fe deral High Court in Abuja 
had ruled recently that Melaye had no 
right to frustrate the process which is 
constitutional, insisting that as a repre-
sentative of the people, those who gave 
him the mandate to be in the National 
Assembly, ab initio, equally have the 

To some people who delight in sow-
ing the seed of discord, that Aisha 
Alhassan, minister of women af-

fairs, is still in the President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s cabinet is an aberration. They 
had thought that the President would 
leave pressing state matters to dwell on 
irrelevances. 

In fact, some people thought that Al-
hassan would either absent herself from 
the last Wednesday Federal Executive 

O
ne would have thought that 
the case of Ifeanyi Dike, the 
undergraduate that killed an 
eight year-old girl, Chikamso 

Nmezuwuba, in Port Harcourt, would 
be dispensed with expeditiously.

Dike,  you will  re call ,  satanically 
killed Chikamso for ritual purposes. 
After the brutal killing, he harvested 
some vital parts of the innocent girl. 
After he was arrested and paraded by 
the Rivers State police, he somehow 
escaped from the police custody in an 
equally mysterious way. 

He was however, re-arrested in Jos, 
Plateau State, a few days ago. When he 
was arraigned at a magistrate court in 
the Garden City, the chief magistrate 
said the matter was beyond him as the 
court lacked jurisdiction to entertain 
it as the matter required capital pun-
ishment.

He adjourned indefinitely. But this 
case must not be toyed with. It must be 
given all the attention that it deserves. 
The dire ctor  of  public  pros e cution 
(DPP) must expedite action on this and 
ensure that the family gets the desired 
justice.

All the evidences are there to prove 
that Dike actually did the deed. So, it is 
of no use to continue the come-today 
come tomorrow rigmarole our courts 

Melaye and the gathering storms

Why adjourning serious case, indefinitely?

Shame to Ndi Asiri

Sofri, Sofri sir

Kudos to Ohanaeze, South East governors

power to pass a vote of no confidence in 
him if they have any reason to believe 
that he is not representing them well.

Consequent upon that ruling, the 
Independent National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) has determined to carry on 
with the process leading to the eventual 
force exit of the senator.

INEC has therefore, determined to 
set in motion a revised timetable and 
schedule of activities. With these storms 
gathering around Melaye, pundits say 
that the Kogi-born lawmaker may be on 
his way out of a chamber he cherishes 
so much. 

The observers quickly added that 
Melaye’s episode will then instill fear 
in other representatives of the people, 
who have been carrying on as if they 
were untouchable, that they cannot no 
longer eat their cake and still have it. 
The Melaye case is expected to make 
a statement to political office holders 
that Nigeria and Nigerians are becom-
ing more and more politically aware and 
may no longer tolerate the excesses of 
the political class.

Council (FEC) meeting or if she attended 
at all, would be hide her face from Buhari 
and from her colleagues. 

But none of the two happened. The 
woman, instead, was her bubbly self; 
greening from ear to ear while the meet-
ing lasted. She was so conspicuous that a 
national daily graced its front page a day 
after with a picture where she held the 
Vice President, Professor Yemi Osinbajo 
himself, in a discussion that left the man 
captivated.  Other pictures that emanated 
from that FEC meeting captured her 
showing her beautiful dentition.

It would be recalled that a few days to 
the FEC meeting, the minister had made 
some statements that sounded as though 
her loyalty to her boss was in question. 

In an interview with the BBC Hausa 
Service, Alhassan had said she would 
support Atiku Abubakar, a chieftain of 
the ruling APC, if he decided to run for the 
presidency in 2019. Her statements dur-
ing the interview drew flaks; with certain 
elements calling for her sack. We can now 
see that the President is a father indeed.

These are clearly troublesome times, 
particularly for the people of south 
eastern part of the country. The de-

termination and courage of Igbo leaders in 
the face of provocation is ennobling and 
very commendable.

Before the Nigerian Army moves its 
men and materials to occupy the south 
east geopolitical zone for its show of force, 
code-named Egwu Eke II (python dance), 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo, an apex Igbo socio-
cultural group, had cautioned government 
against what appears to be a conscious 
policy to sideline the zone.

Ohanaeze had cited many instances and 
proofs to drive home its allegations. It has, 
however, not ceased to condemn the method 
being employed by Nnamdi Kanu and mem-
bers of his Independent People of Biafra 
(IPOB) in expressing their grievances over 
the unfortunate state of affairs in the country, 
particularly as they touch the Igbo nation.

The five governors of the south east have 
also, at various times, tongue-lashed the IPOB 
and distanced themselves from the seces-
sionist tendency of the group. They had on 
several occasions reaffirmed their stand on 
the indivisibility of Nigeria and support for 
the government of the day. For their non-
supporting posture to IPOB project, the po-
litical leaders and Ohanaeze leadership have 
severally been vilified and called names by 
those who believe in the IPOB cause.

Despite the efforts of all categories of 
leadership in the south east to ensure that 

are known for. 
T h e  f a m i l y  o f  t h e  u n fo r t u n at e 

Chikamso has also urged speedy trial 
and that all those involved in the hei-
nous act  must  b e  brought  to  b o ok. 
More over,  SKETCHES hereby aligns 
with the observation of Ipalibo Banigo, 
deputy governor of Rivers State, that 
“everybody involved in this devilish  
act must be made to pay,” adding “I don’t 
want to hear any Mungo Park story 
again this time.”

the Federal Government sees the Igbo na-
tion as partners in progress, the powers 
that be at the centre still believe that the 
leadership in Igbo land is not doing enough. 

The decision to carry out “a show of 
force” in the south east has been condemned 
by many. I salute the courage and calmness 
of the governors and Ohanaeze leader-
ship in the midst of serious provocation. 
The statement issued by Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu in the wake of the deployment of 
solders to his domain was moving. 

In the midst of provocation he still 
showed restraint, maturity and loyalty to 
the Federal Government and commitment 
to the unity of our dear country. All true 
Igbo sons and daughters must at this try-
ing moment refrain from comments that 
can worsen the tension. Let peace be our 
watchword.

N
o doubts ,  Peter  Obi  is  an 
enigma. He left an indelible 
mark in the political sand of 
Anambra, nay south east. No 

wonder since his exit from the power 
stool, he has become a sought-after 
keynote speaker at events that have 
to do with governance. At such events, 
he gives his own testimonies how he 
demystified governance and the ‘lofty’ 
position of governor. Although he was 
instrumental to the ascendance to the 
power stool in Awka, of Governor Wil-
lie Obiano, the once-robust relation-
ship has since gone sour.

Like Obi, Obiano has been praised 
in many quarters for sustaining the 

governance tempo in Anambra State. 
He has received many recognitions 
and awards to that effect. He seeks 
re-election in a governorship elec-
tion stated for November 18, and has 
since got the ticket from his party, All 
Progressives Grand Alliance (APGA).

But SKETCHES is worried at a state-
ment credited to His Excellency, Peter 
Obi, to the effect that he would fight 
Obiano’s re-election ambition with 
the last drop of his blood. Mba nu!

Obi was reported to have released 
the following verbal salvo: “I  will 
fight in this election aggressively. I 
will fight with the last drop of my 
blood. Will fight to win this election 
the way PDP has not won any elec-
tion before.”

Obi, for the sake of information, is 
not standing election (not contesting); 

Electoral fight is through sale of 
robust manifestoes. In saner climes, 
people vote due to their conviction 
that  a  candidate  has  a  go o d pro-
gramme outlay and their belief that 
such a candidate will live up to his/
her promises. Then the real fight is at 
the polls where people will exercise 
their franchise without any form of 
coercion. 

If Obi plans to use varifiable proofs 
to convince Anambra people that it 
would amount to a waste of their 
votes trying to re-elect Obiano, good; 
but if by violent and untoward means 
that could engender strife, during and 
after the exercise, that would not be 
good enough. Obi must use words 
that are not suggestive of any plan to 
cause mayhem during the exercise. 
Well, he is an honourable man and 
must remain so.

he is fighting for the candidate of his 
party, Oseloka Obaze. What remains 
puzzling is how Mr. Obi plans to do 
the fighting. 



A
ccording to historian 
Ian Morris, it is pos-
sible for humanity 
to retrogress to the 
state of nature given 

certain condition. It is also possible 
for it to attain El Dorado if a differ-
ent set of conditions comes into 
play. Anything is possible given 
the right condition. To prove his 
point he posits three questions in 
his classic, “Why the West Rules- 
for Now.”

First question: Why does the 
West lead the world today in capi-
tal, science and military? His an-
swer: The West leads because the 
Industrial Revolution took place 
there. This singular event gave 
it an unprecedented edge over 
China that led the pre-Industrial 
Revolution world.

Second question: Why then 
did the Industrial Revolution take 
place in second-rate Europe rather 
than the leading China? Answer: 
In the last two centuries leading to 
this event desperate condition in 
Western Europe favoured critical 
thinking and creativity. Europe 
was fragmented as its empires 
warred endlessly among them-
selves over primordial sentiments. 
The lack of unity meant that 
each rival must find a way to be 
self-sufficient or perish. Hostility 
pushed Europe to the very limits 
of its ability.

But in monolithic China the 
reverse was the case. Highly 
centralised administration under 
an emperor propelled it to rapid 
growth all through the Dark and 
Middle Ages. With time, however, 
this same centralisation became a 
liability as new ideas, innovations 
and possibilities were shut out 
leading to a reversal. China stalled 
even without knowing it. It took a 
humiliating defeat at the hands of 
little known Japan to wake it from 
its contented slumber. Morris calls 
the Chinese dilemma paradox of 
development, defined as a situa-
tion where every solution, at some 
point, becomes the problem.

To demonstrate how centrali-
sation killed China, Morris states 
that the European voyage of 
discovery that greatly prepared 
the ground for Industrial Revo-
lution wouldn’t have been pos-
sible in China for three reasons (1) 
Christopher Columbus dared not 
embark on such a grand project 
without the express approval of 
the emperor, (2) The corrupt bu-
reaucracy would have frustrated 
him from seeing the emperor; and 
(3) Conformism that comes with 
centralisation would have stifled 
and killed the creativity in him.

But in a disunited Europe rival-
ry which seemed to work against 
the larger society worked to his 
favour. When one crazy monarch 
drove him from his palace, the 
young navigator had the privilege 
of turning to the next for audi-
ence. Eventually, it was a woman 
that had the grace to listen to his 
wild tale. Columbus made his voy-
age and Europe never remained 

Nigeria: Averting paradox of development

Nigerians graduate into noth-
ingness; just as their parents are 
forced into what the esteemed 
Audu Ogbeh calls a second child-
hood. In a typical African family 
the adult members don’t perpetu-
ally depend on their old father for 
basic necessities as we have it to-
day. Likewise, state governments 
relying on Abuja for monthly al-
location are experiencing a second 
childhood. President Goodluck 
Ebele Jonathan responded to 
these aberrations instituting the 
2014 National Conference where 
Nigerians could sit as compatriots 
and fix their country.

National Conference 2014
Victor Hugo agreed that every 

crowd has a character. It is in our 
national character to be argumen-
tative. Nigerians would argue and 
curse you for being rich and still 
curse you for being poor, to be-
lieve the British physician-writer 
Anthony Daniels. It is difficult for 
two Nigerians to easily agree on 
any given topic. But in that confer-
ence 492 Nigerians, representing 
every interest and nationality, 
were able to sit down for 120 days 
and agree on over six hundred 
resolutions through consensus.

Following the opening Presi-
dential Address the conference 
entered the General Debate 

where every delegate was given 
three minutes to address the 
conference. Matters raised by del-
egates gave a clear idea of Nigerian 
myriad problems, which were 
then harmonised under twenty 
different headings. Twenty com-
mittees, comprising of tested pro-
fessionals knowledgeable in mat-
ters entrusted to each committee, 
were raised to closely study the 
problems and proffer solutions.

For those asking what re-
structuring means, a list of the 
committees could help them; 
which includes: (1) Agriculture 
and Water Resources Committee 
(2) Citizenship, Immigration and 
Related Matters Committee (3) 
Civil Society, Labour and Sports 
Committee (4) Devolution of 
Power Committee (5) Economy, 
Trade and Investment Committee 
(6) Energy Committee (7) Envi-
ronment Committee (8) Foreign 
Affairs and Diaspora Committee 
(9) Judiciary, Law, Human Rights 
and Legal Reforms Committee 
(10) Land Tenure Committee (11) 
National Security Committee (12) 
Political Restructuring and Forms 
of Government Committee (13) 
Political Parties and Electoral Mat-
ters Committee (14) Politics and 
Governance Committee (15) Public 
Finance and Revenue Committee 
(16) Public Service Committee 
(17) Social Sector Committee (18) 
Religion Committee (19) Science, 
Technology and Development 
Committee; and (20) Transporta-
tion Committee.

The committees worked for six 
weeks to present their recommen-
dations in the Plenary. It is from 
these recommendations that the 
Final Conference Report emerged. 
A report produced by such epical 
assembly is worth implementing. 
For the record, the conference 
never endorsed confederacy or 
secession. What it did was simply 
to come up with the ways and 
means of restructuring our feder-
alism to make it more responsive 
to the changing times. Let’s take 
a look at the conference position 
on the core issue of foreign affairs, 
for instance.

Foreign Policy and Diaspora 
Matters

This item was clinically ex-
amined and strengthened by 
the Professor Ibrahim Agboola 
Gambari-led Foreign Policy and 
Diaspora Matters Committee. I 
was the Deputy Chairman of that 
committee comprising of Ambas-
sadors Abdulmumuni Abuba-
kar, Fidel Mama Ayogu, Ibrahim 
Mai-Sule, Yusuf Yaro Mamman, 
Isa Aliyu Mohammed, Vincent 
Sunny Okobi, BM Sani, John K 
Shinkaye, Suleiman Zubairu and 
Professor Akin Oyebode; among 
others.

Nigerians are disproportion-
ately menaced and killed in the 
Diaspora. In looking at this prob-
lem our committee saw the haz-
ards of posting rank and file civil 
servants and non-career diplo-
mats to foreign missions to man 
our national interests. By training, 
they are ill-equipped to handle 
foreign relations. Our committee 
therefore recommended that the 
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Ekpebu

the same again.
Morris then asks his final ques-

tion, namely, but why did the 
Industrial Revolution take place 
in the British Isles instead of 
France? Once more he bends his 
great mind to explaining how 
the catastrophic consequences of 
the French Revolution, followed 
immediately by the costly Na-
poleonic wars, retarded France. 
But we’ll take our leave of Morris 
suffice we come away with two 
lessons relevant to today’s Nigeria.

Lesson one: In the timetable 
of history what favoured a ci-
vilisation in one era could kill it in 
another. This is so because every 
reality changes both within itself 
(content) and from one form of 
reality to another (structure), 
according to Professor Donald 
Nwoga. As no condition is perma-
nent, our response must never be 
iron-cast and rigid. Adaptability 
is strength. Demands made on 
society by new ideas in produc-
tion, technology and security 
mean that we must constantly 
upgrade the system or it becomes 
toxic. Federalism is adjustable; so 
too is unitary. This is the vertical 
approach to development.

And lesson two: What works 
for one country could destroy its 
neighbour as no two countries 

have the same history and ne-
cessity. Lee Kuan Yew used this 
horizontal approach in building 
Singapore. He blatantly rejected 
Western liberalism as that could 
lead to religious riots among his 
Malay Muslims. He also rejected 
sharia not to collide with the 
Chinese and Indian. No country 
should blindly copy its neighbour 
without first looking at its own 
internal dynamics. Democracy 
is adoptable and can be tailored 
to suit the cultural milieu it finds 
itself. It is the failure of African 
leaders in domesticating democ-
racy that made it repugnant to 
extremist Mungiki, Al-Shabab and 
Boko Haram sects. 

A stalled Nigeria
Centre-centric federalism 

could have served Nigeria pros-
ecuting a civil war, 1967-1970. But 
rolled into peace time, it becomes 
problematic as the constituents 
are left penniless in the face of 
growing expectations. This is seen 
in the clamours for state police. It 
is evident in the violent agitations 
for resource control and Biafra. 
The Nigerian National Shipping 
Line (NNSL), refineries, Nigeria 
Airways, coal corporation and 
railway are all moribund or man-
aging to trudge on.

It is no progress when young 
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs should 
be empowered to create separate 
(1) Nigerian Foreign Service (2) For-
eign Service Academy; and (3) For-
eign Service Commission. These 
three bodies would be responsible 
for the recruitment, discipline and 
promotion of personnel going to 
represent Nigeria overseas.

The Nigerian Foreign Service 
would recruit brilliant young 
Nigerians through competitive 
and transparent examinations. 
Successful recruits would then be 
sent for training in the academy. 
Final recruitment into the For-
eign Service would only be done 
when the recruits have success-
fully graduated from the academy. 
Only then would they be com-
missioned as professional Foreign 
Service Officers for posting to 
our embassies. To discharge its 
noble duty the academy must be 
adequately funded complete with 
the requisite language laboratory 
for teaching foreign languages.

Our far-reaching recommen-
dations were not implemented 
by Jonathan and his successor 
President Muhammadu Buhari. 
Then one morning in February 
this year we woke up only to 
hear that Nigerians were being 
attacked in South Africa. Our 
senators responded by rushing to 
Pretoria to quell further attacks. 
But would they also reach Indone-
sia, Libya, France, etc, to save other 
endangered Nigerians?

Uchenna Eloh, from Enugu 
State, was on 17th August 2017 al-
legedly strangled by the South Af-
rica police. Then at the last count 
27-year old Kinsley Ikeri, from 
Imo State, was on 1st September 
also allegedly suffocated to death 
by the same South Africa po-
lice; meaning that our legislators 
failed woefully in their approach 
considering that Nigerians are 
still being struck down like sheep 
without shepherd.

But these killings could have 
been averted had our resident 
Foreign Service Officers in South 
Africa, as recommended by the 
conference, understudied the 
true cause of Nigerians’ unease 
relationship with their host coun-
try and properly advised Abuja 
on the right response. As long as 
Nigerians live in that country the 
Federal Government has a big job 
to do in ensuring South African 
internal security.

The conference further en-
dorsed Section 171 (1) (2) (4) (5) of 
the constitution as well as the 
recommendation of the 1995 con-
ference. That in the appointment 
of ambassadors and high commis-
sioners, the president should make 
the bulk of such appointments 
from career diplomats in the 
Ministry at the ratio of 30percent 
for non-career to 70percent for 
career diplomats. Non-career 
diplomats so appointed must be 
persons of high standing in char-
acter and learning. This is because 
competent diplomats defending 
Nigerians abroad are as crucial as 
our professional army defending 
citizens at home.

Similar problems, be it farm-
ers/herdsmen conflicts, state 
creation or fiscal arrangement 
were adequately addressed by the 
various committees.

Restructuring mindset
Donald Duke and Ben Murray 

Bruce, two Nigerians of repute, 
have decried the dearth of criti-
cal thinking and creativity in the 
Nigerian desperate narrative. 
Today, we are yoked with youths 
who complain of being frustrated 
by witchcraft while enjoying cell 
phones built by their South Ko-
rean counterparts. But suppose 
the complainants are not reading 
and experimenting as much as 
they are praying and fasting?

Morris warns that power no 
longer flows from the altar and 
temple but library and laboratory. 
Read him as saying that countries 
with more churches/mosques 
than laboratories/schools will 
grow weaker this 21st Century 
while those with more labora-
tories/schools than churches/
mosques will become stronger. 
As long as critical thinking is 
concerned, this is how a great 
reformer attempted to change 
mindset in northern Nigeria.

The Sanusi II Initiatuve
Emir of Kano Muhammadu 

Sanusi II recently made two pro-
nouncements. He told the north-
ern rich to stop building multi-
million naira mosques and start 
building academies for Muslim 
girls. In his view the oppression of 
women was traceable to socio-po-
litical and cultural factors rather 
than the Islamic religion that 
favoured women’s advancement. 
You are forgiven concluding that 
Sanusi II and Morris belong to the 
same school of thought.

Secondly, he cautioned the 
northern poor to stop marry-
ing multiple wives they could 
hardly feed. He quarrelled with 
the medieval interpretation of 
sharia that gave a man the right 
to beat up his wife and children. 
His pronouncements caused him 
no small troubles but Nigerians 
thanked him for speaking out. 
But what possibly prompted his 
reforms?

Sanusi II must have detected 
stagnation in the Islamic North. 
Sharia, which united his people 
following the 19th Century jihad 
of Usman Dan Fodio, seems the 
problem today. Islamic funda-
mentalism, child marriage, high 
divorce rate, crushing poverty 
and illiteracy must have con-
vinced him of an imminent rut. 
Elsewhere, the outcry against 
sharia is deafening. In India the 
Supreme Court ruled against 
“Triple Talat.” Sharia empowers a 
man to instantly divorce his wife 
by simply saying the word “talat,” 
or divorce, three times not mind-
ing the incalculable damage such 
divorce has on the woman.

With a Ph. D in Islamic law, 
Sanusi II comes across as an ex-
ceptional genius in his ability to 
detect disaffection among Ni-
gerian Christians and Muslims 
alike. The West, backed by the 
Anglican Church, is pushing to 
legalise homosexuality as human 
right in Nigeria against majority 
will. In the other polarity, the Al 
Qaeda-inspired Boko Haram 
continues to kill Nigerians in their 
thousands. Could there be a thing 
like conspiracy of civilisations? 
Historians would say no, only a 
clash of civilisations. But I define 
conspiracy of civilisations as the 
mutual agreement between 21st 
Century Christianity and Islam 
in the destruction of Black Africa. 

If the reforms of Sanusi II suc-
ceed, Christians unease with 
permissive democracy could find 
inspiration in a reformed sharia 
with a human face. After all, and 
as Hugo would say, if God is infi-
nite then everyman irrespective 
of creed is part of His infinity. But 
if they fail, those Muslims desirous 
of progress might defect. Arabs 
fleeing the burning Middle East 
have already set the pace turning 
their back on Islamic countries for 
the West.

Human response to any given 
condition is constant: If it is fa-
vourable people endure; but unfa-
vourable they migrate. The Sanusi 
II initiative could be an attempt 
to change attitude as a necessary 
step in upgrading sharia. That is 
restructuring.

Dangers of negative consensus
In the First Republic, Obafemi 

Awolowo, premier of the Western 
Region and leader of majority 
Yoruba tribe, wept with Eastern 
minorities for the creation of 
COR (acronym for Cross River, 
Ogoja and Rivers) State. He was 
also sympathetic to the aspira-
tion of northern minorities for a 
Middle Belt Region. But the same 
Awolowo did everything in his 
power to suppress the creation 
of Mid Western Region for his 
regional minorities.

Nnamdi (Zik) Azikiwe recipro-
cated by pushing for the creation 
of Mid Western Region   while 
stiffly opposing any suggestion 
for the creation of COR State. He 
was the leader of majority Igbo 
tribe that dominated the Eastern 
Region.  Zik also supported north-
ern minorities in their demand for 
a Middle Belt Region.

Ahmadu Bello wanted both 
Awolowo and Zik cut down to 
size, fully aware that what united 
the two was their common desire 
to fragment his behemoth North-
ern Region. As the undisputed 
leader of majority Hausa/Fulani 
tribes, Bello heartily supported 
the creation of COR State and Mid 

Western Region while fiercely 
quelling the agitation for a Middle 
Belt Region.

The point is that there was 
a negative consensus among 
Awolowo, Zik and Bello, and to 
some extent the majority tribes 
they led, to liberate minorities 
from internal colonialism. The 
status quo remained as none 
would restructure his region. 
Then things backfired. Awolowo 
fell apart with his deputy Samuel 
Akintola. Bello and Zik colluded 
in jailing Awolowo, thinking they 
had undone him, before creating 
the Mid Western Region.  But by 
then their rivalries had polarised 
the army resulting in needless 
coups and a civil war. It took 
the efforts of the great General 
Yakubu Gowon, himself a minor-
ity, to liberate minorities through 
state creation.

History urges a different course 
this Third Republic. We must re-
structure by implementing con-
ference report to avert a paradox 
of development, with reason. Re-
structuring will (1) Ensure equity 
for marginalised groups (2) Free 
the centre to concentrate on core 
Exclusive matters (3) Empower 
states and Local Governments 
Areas to excel in areas they have 
comparative advantage; and (4) 
Pave way for regional collabora-
tion among states and geo-political 
zones with similar prospects and 
problems.

I am also one to caution against 
over-restructuring, as opponents 
of restructuring genuinely fear, 
to the extent of endangering Nige-
rian unity as that could also lead 
to a paradox of development. Our 
safety valve remains the confer-
ence report. But there is no way 
180 million Nigerians can wait 
indefinitely for the needful.

Conclusion
Having achieved unassailable 

feat as Deputy Governor, Act-
ing Governor, Governor, Vice 
President, Acting President and 
President, Jonathan ultimately 

lost the golden opportunity of be-
ing crowned father of the nation 
in his non-implementation of the 
conference report. He was more 
interested in a “second tenure.” 
In my estimation that was his 
greatest mistake as he could have 
implemented those recommenda-
tions requiring only his executive 
power while initiating processes 
for others that needed the atten-
tion of the National Assembly and 
a referendum.

So what is expected of Buhari? 
Regardless of whether Jonathan 
instituted the conference or not, 
Buhari must objectively imple-
ment the report for the following 
reasons: One, the same choice of 
implementing conference report 
or going for a second tenure that 
faced Jonathan is what now stares 
Buhari in the face. Restructuring 
will earn him a greater achieve-
ment in the annals of Nigeria 
than a second tenure considering 
his age, pedigree and centripetal 
insinuations.

Two, Buhari’s dogged deter-
mination to fight corruption to a 
standstill is highly appreciated. 
But it must be understood that his 
transparency campaign is one side 
of the coin. The other side con-
sists largely of corrupt political, 
administrative and fiscal systems 
he must equally dismantle by 
implementing conference report 
without which his coin cannot 
qualify as a legal tender.

And three, a retired army 
general, former military Head of 
State and now civilian president, 
Buhari is to Nigeria what Charles 
De Gaul was to France and so 
cannot be compartmentalised to 
the North or South. He is above. 
The best legacy this quintes-
sential statesman can bestow on 
Nigeria is to make it strong again 
through restructuring. Only a 
virile Nigeria can equally benefit 
the majority, minority, Christians, 
Muslims, his own All Progres-
sives Congress (APC), People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), and other 
parties irrespective of which is in 
power tomorrow.

Deng Xiaoping of China re-
structured rather than channel-
ling scarce resources into sup-
pressing dissidents. His country 
prospered. But Pieter Botha of 
Apartheid South Africa dissipated 
immense resources suppress-
ing black resistance rather than 
restructuring. His country lost 
heavily till Frederik de Clerk came 
along and released Nelson Man-
dela from prison, implemented 
dramatic changes pressured by 
domestic nationalists and inter-
national exigencies and yielded 
power to black majority. De Clerk 
rode into the golden sunset of his-
tory a world hero.

Buhari must take heed not to 
repeat the Botha mistake. The re-
sources currently deployed in sup-
pressing militants and secessionists 
could take Nigeria to the next level.

Professor Ekpebu served sev-
en years as ambassador to Cote 
d’ Ivoire under Generals Muham-
madu Buhari and Ibrahim Baban-
gida. The Federal Government 
repeatedly calls him from retire-
ment for national duties. Delegate 
to 2014 National Conference, he 
writes from Port Harcourt.
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Tourism potential for national development

T
ourism is a veritable 
instrument for socio-
economic development 
as it impacts directly on 
the economy through 

the provision of resources and 
income that could be deployed 
to enhance economic growth, 
accelerate  development  and 
reduce poverty. Tourism is also an 
important mechanism for social 
exchange and identity building at all 
levels. Currently, the rate of tourism 
development has increased across 
the globe. In contemporary time, 
tourism can be clearly defined as the 
new socio-economic game changer.

The economic potential of 
tourism is remarkable, with direct 
and indirect impact on employment. 
Similarly, it is a good public relations 
mechanism through which a city, 
state or country could attract 
needed foreign investments.    The 
MasterCard Global Destination 
Cities Index report of 2016 indicates 
that based on air traffic, Bangkok 
in Thailand tops the table of top 
ten most popular destinations of 
international tourism with 21.47 
million tourists. Cities like, London, 
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Paris, Dubai and New York City are 
also top tourists’ destinations.

In-spite of accounting for 15% of 
the world population and the fact 
some of the fastest growing economies 
are domiciled in the continent, the 
potential of Africa’s tourism remains 
untapped as      it receives only about 
3% of world tourism.    And while 
tremendous opportunities exist to 
further expand tourism across the 
continent as expected revenues 
that would be accrued from this 
sector can make up for double the 
amount of donor aids received from 
developed countries or international 
organisations; However, lots of 
challenges are still militating against 
these.  These challenges mainly have 
to do with poor infrastructure and 
unimaginative governance.

With its dwindling economic 
fortune, the country has to explore 
other avenues to sustain the economy 
as well as provide necessary dividends 
of democracy for the citizens. One of 
such ways is through the development 
of the tourism sector which has been 
explored and still being explored 
by nations globally to generate 
the needed revenue to drive their 
economies. One of such countries 
as already mentioned is Thailand. 
Available data indicates that the 
country made over $60 billion from 
tourism in 2016.

  Nigeria is abounding in various 
tourists sites scattered all over 
the country as well as cultural 
festivals which mirror the lifestyles 

and heterogeneous nature of the 
people who occupy the space called 
Nigeria.   In the Northern part of the 
country, the Yankari game reserve, 
Argungu fishing festival and different 
Durba displays among others are 
popular tourists’ attractions. Ikogosi 
warm spring, Erin Ijesha water fall 
as well the Osun Osogbo festival and 
a lot of other sites and festivals are 
famous in the South Western part, in 
the South Eastern part is the Calabar 
carnival, staged every yuletide period 
to reflect the influence of Christianity 
on the historical town, where Mary 
Slessor, a Christian missionary 
eradicated the killing of twins.

But despite these enormous 
tourist potentials as well as successive 
governments’ efforts to put the tourism 
industry in the national economic 
map, the country cannot meet up 
with up with the exclusive listing.  This 
is due to lack of political will and 
legislation to regulate the industry to 
keep abreast with the United Nations 
framework on sustainable tourism 
development efforts. 

In order to fully develop the 
potentials of the tourism sector, it is 
crucial to train personnel who will 
help make our dreams of a prosperous 
tourism sector a realizable one. One 
of such personnel and are tour guides 
who are quite essential to the thriving 
of the industry. In Israel, for instance, 
tour guides are so efficient, passionate 
and so enthusiastic that they make 
tourists feel immensely excited and 
somehow fulfilled.
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Also, all tiers of government need 
to produce carefully researched and 
professionally produced tourists 
guidebooks which prospective 
tourists could find handy when they 
plan or decide to visit the country. It 
should contain everything required 
information about the country such as 
its geography, economy, hospitality, 
system of  government among 
others.   This could be made available 
at major international and local airports 
across the world as well as various other 
platforms with mass appeal. This way, 
prospective tourists have essential 
information about the country and its 
tourist sites on their fingertips.

Vital infrastructures that are quite 
essential to the growth of tourism must 
also be developed as any visible defect 
in infrastructure will surely dissuade 
tourists. It is pertinent to provide 
these supporting infrastructures 
for leisure and business travel 
for the industry to really grow. 
For instance, a poorly managed 
public transportation constitutes 
a serious disservice to tourism. 
Equally, our hospitality industry has 
to be top notched by every world 
standard.    Additionally,  we need to 
put in place a clear cut strategy to 
professionally manage all attractive 
festivals and carnivals in the country.

With many attractive tourist 
centers, diverse cultural heritages 
and a resilient people the country 
certainly stands to gain a lot if all 
stakeholders evolve new strategies to 
explore its huge tourism potentials.
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I
t is often said that we eat 
to live and not live to eat. 
Indeed, food, clothing and 
shelter are universally 
believed to be the most 

essential of man’s fundamental 
needs. In actual fact, the necessity 
of food to man’s existence is not 
by any means debatable. In the 
words of Scottish Anatomist, 
Arthur Keith, ‘the discovery of 
agriculture was the first big step 
towards a civilized life’. In other 
words, agriculture is crucial to 
civilization.

  In Nigeria, the immediate 
post independence years were 
the golden era of agriculture 
in the country. In the early 
6 0 s ,  s e r v i c e  a c c o u n t s  fo r 
32%, manufacturing 11% and 
agriculture over 30% of the 
c o u n t r y ’ s  G ro s s  D o m e s t i c 
Products. The productiveness 
of Nigerian soil, enhanced by 
conducive climate and weather, 
has over the years supported 
the production of variety of 
food and cash crops. Until early 
1970s, Nigeria was leading in the 
production of cash crops such 
as cocoa, cotton, groundnuts, 
palm oil/kernel, rubber, etc 
which were mostly exported 
to Britain, United States of 
America, Canada and Germany.

  Till the early 80s, animal 
husbandry, fishing and poultry 
contributed more than 2% to 

Revamping the nation’s agricultural sector   

Ikpeazu and the Python Dance

We cherish readers’ reactions to stories and articles published in BusinessDay. All such reactions, which must not be more than  250 words, 
should be sent to bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com with names and addresses of writers.  The star letter every week will be rewarded.  

the country’s GDP. According 
to a 1987 report of the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture 
O r g a n i z at i o n ,  t h e re  w e re 
12.2million cattle, 13.2 million 
sheep, 26 million goats, 1.3 
million pigs, 700,000 donkeys, 
250,000 horses, and 18,000 
camels in Nigeria around this 
period. Most of these live stocks 
were owned by rural dwellers. 
Unfortunately,  with oil  as 
the mainstay of the nation’s 
economy, emphasis gradually 
shifted from agriculture. This 
placed many communities at 
disadvantage, especially in 
areas where oil exploration 
was massive as their land was 
no longer suitable for agriculture.  

  The evolv ing trend of 
m e c h a n i z e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l 
production, storage system 
a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f 
agricultural   production have 
been abandoned for tempting 
local and foreign income of 
oil revenue generated from 
oil sale. Instead of using oil 
revenue to further harness the 
numerous potentials and build 
infrastructures needed, the 
reverse has been the case. Oil, 
the geese that laid the golden eggs 
became special delicacy the table 
of leadership who had no value 
for agriculture.

So, rather than being a blessing 
to agriculture and other sectors, 

Governor Ikpeazu’s fame is 
not in his dancing steps. 
His clansmen used to be 

musicians, The Apostles Rock 
Group, with Fusion as the master 
vocalist. When The Apostles ruled 
Aba and, even now, no one ever 
credited Ikpeazu with dancing 
wizardry. His early laurels were 
attained in the world of academics 
where he excelled and reached 
the apogee of learning earlier 
than his peers. So when the 
military, in a metaphor of blood, 
decided to debut their python 
dance in Abia, we knew it cannot 
be for Ikpeazu, not for Abians.

Governor Ikpeazu will not 
dance with the python neither 
will Abians. The python is not 
for our clime.

How can it  b e when the 
python is the third dangerous 
wild? The military has a way 
with framing and imageries. But, 
in this one, they betrayed their 
intention with the imagery of 
the python. Governor Ikpeazu 
understood the message. It is 
not in any way ambiguous. But, 

cumbersome and frustrating 
experience.  

 Provision of vital agriculture 
infrastructures is crucial to the 
renewal of youth interest in 
the sector, especially now that 
unemployment is biting so hard 
across the country. If road network 
and agriculture settlements 
are massively opened up and 
developed, youth interest in the 
sector would no doubt receive 
a huge boost. Another essential 
infrastructure that could greater 
value to the sector is storage 
facility. With growing concern 
over wastage of agricultural 
products in season of harvest 
and scarcity, there is an urgent 
need to build storage facility with 
enormous capacity for storage, 
in and out of season.    Similarly, 
improved power supply is also 
an indispensable necessity for an 
improved agriculture sector.

  The twenty-first century 
agriculture that will be driven by 
our youth is not one that practiced 
using outdated implements such 
as hoes/cutlasses. It is rather a 
mechanized one. A system where 
local governments can take up 
responsibilities of acquiring 
agriculture equipments for the 
purpose of hiring and leasing to 
farmer and idle youth who are 
now threat to the security of the 
nation must be put in place. It is 
worthy to note that institutions 

such as the prison service, NYSC 
and various colleges of higher 
learning must be made invest 
hugely in agriculture

  N o w  t h at  t h e  f e d e ra l 
government and various States 
in the country are groaning 
under severe economic burden 
is the exact time to pay adequate 
attention to the agriculture 
sector as it offers unlimited 
opportunities for job and wealth 
creation as well as accelerated 
economic and industrial growth. 
The nation of Israel is not as 
fortunate as we are in this 
perspective. Yet, it is renowned 
for her rich agro-economy.  We 
could draw lessons from China 
which bounced back from a great 
famine that took millions of lives 
between 1958 and 1961 to become 
the world numero uno in food 
production.  

With an array of vastly 
available agricultural friendly 
land, we need not look further 
for economic emancipation as 
massive investment in agriculture 
will not only ensure food security 
but also address the troubling 
question of unemployment. 
Agriculture remains one major 
sector that could readily take 
care of youth restiveness as well 
as unemployment in the country, 
if only the various stakeholders 
concerned could step up efforts 
in this direction. 
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the discovery of oil was more of 
a curse.

  When in 1976, the Federal 
Military Government launched 
‘Operation Feed the Nation’ 
(OFN), it was meant to boost 
fo o d s e curity and provide 
employment, but sadly the 
scheme could not achieve its 
expected goals after two years. 
At the heart of its failure is the 
fact the real peasant farmers who 
had sustained the sector before 
the oil boom were estranged 
from the scheme while the whole 
scheme was tainted with fraud 
and diverse other allegations that 
made it largely unsuccessful.

 As earlier stated, the coming 
of  oil  s eriously hamp ere d 
the growth of agriculture as 
subsequent governments merely 
pay lips service to investment 
in the sector. Even in instances 
where succor in the area of 
fertilizers subsidy was made 
available for farmers, it was often 
hijacked by middlemen, who sold 
to peasant farmers at exorbitant 
prices.  Also, budgets earmarked 
for the sector never translate into 
increased food production for 
local consumption not to talk of 
meeting up with export demands. 
The agony of farmers is further 
worsened by poor infrastructure 
which makes transportation 
of produce from the various 
farms across the country a very 

nothing Ikpeazu could have done 
to prevent a non-violent group 
from expressing themselves in a 
democracy. Agreed that some of 
their comments were seditious 
against the Federal Government, 
they never in any way acted in 
such a manner as constituted a 
threat to the state government.  
Thus, if the aim of the opposition 
is to manipulate the situation to 
portray the state as being adrift 
and as where all ceremonial laws 
have broken down, they have shot 
themselves on the foot.

Inde e d,  such destructive 
criticisms seem to push me to 
believe the thinking that the 
whole military macabre dance 
could have been a high-wire 
power play inspired with the 
ulterior motive of declaring a 
state of emergency on Abia. This, 
too, has also failed flat, because 
Governor Ikpeazu is on top of 
the game. If the strategy is that 
Ikpeazu would incite the populace 
against the Army and the Federal 
Government, resulting in violent 
confrontations, then this think-
tank is hare-brained and badly 
imbecilic. The whole trap has 

failed to catch its prey. As far as 
we are concerned in Abia, this too 
shall come to pass.

It is regrettable that anyone 
could see an opportunity for 
destructive propaganda in an 
unfortunate situation which has 
ignited tension, raised tempers 
and partially grounded activities 
in the last couple of days. There is 
a time when we all should relegate 
our political leaning and collapse 
into our common humanity and 
the time is now when there is a 
strange visitor. The Army is not 
friendly visitors and they have 
never visited a place without 
leaving a trail. Their dance, as 
the one of the python, has never 
been soul-lifting. It is a dance 
of blood and that is why we all 
must work with the Governor to 
find a peaceful resolution to this 
impasse.

There is no doubt that these are 
straitened times for the Governor 
and for Abia State.  Yet, he has 
shown great leadership in the 
way he has managed the crisis. His 
constructive engagement with the 
military and the civil groups has 
worked successfully in containing 

the situation. More than anything 
else, what is haunting the state 
is rumour. The public must help 
the state by the way they use the 
new media. The greatest panic 
here is being created by the wrong 
information being disseminated 
through the online media.

After two years in the apex 
court that was a huge distraction 
to governance, Governor Ikpeazu 
requires an easement, a sort 
of reprieve like – “The Sun on 
the Rubble After Rain”.  The 
Governor requires the sunlight 
of peace so that he could focus 
on his revolutionary visions of 
infrastructural renewal. He has 
taken many drastic steps that will 
progressively expand the frontiers 
of our human existence and he 
needs every cooperation so that 
he could accomplish these great 
initiatives.

All over the state, there are 
many unaccomplished projects. 
This is where the Governor wants 
to expend and dissipate energy 
and not on a dangerous python 
dance. This is why Abians cannot 
afford the macabre dance with 
the python.  

BOLAJI ODUMADE
 Odumade is of the Lagos State Ministry of 

Information & Strategy, Alausa, Ikeja

GODWIN ADINDU
Adindu is the president general of the Abia 

Renaissance Movement Abians have never ever wanted 
to dance with the python. In spite 
of the normal security challenges 
that are common in all societies, 
Governor Ikp eazu has le d a 
peaceful and progressive state 
with an eye on raising the bar of 
investment and creating a haven 
for investors.

Thus, the image of a lawless 
state where the IPOB group is 
on the prowl is a misnomer and 
a misrepresentation. The IPOB 
group is an isolated group of 
enthusiastic youths who are 
expressing a genuine grievance 
in a nonviolent way. Ever since 
Nnamdi Kanu arrived the state 
from the Abuja prison, there has 
never been any incident between 
his group and the civil populace or 
the security agencies. On his part, 
Governor Ikpeazu has combined   
diplomacy and dialogue to steer a 
middle course between the group 
and the government.

This is why I consider the 
accusation from the opposition 
camp of lackadaisical attitude 
on the part  of  government 
over the IPOB phenomenon as 
being mischievous. There was 



T
he road to the top 
of the writing career 
in Nigeria is fraught 
with a lot of challeng-

es. Sometimes it is a mix of high 
and low moments, sadness 
and joy, disappointments and 
successes; and at other times 
it is just one straight sad story. 
But with hard work, diligence, 
patience, perseverance, per-
spicacity, and sometimes an 
element of luck, one can still 
make a success of it.

The problem is that many 
younger Nigerian writers, 
those who are based in Nige-
ria, seem too impatient. They 
are often in a haste to publish 
and in the process make a lot 
of regrettable mistakes. The 
other problem is that once 
they fail in that first attempt, 
they begin to think the door is 
permanently shut; that there 
is absolutely no hope for them 
to even raise their heads above 
the level where they are. They 
blame the harsh Nigerian 

Keeping hope alive for younger 
Nigerian writers

environment; and they con-
clude that they won’t succeed 
unless they travel overseas. 
Then they justify their stance 
with ready names of writ-
ers who, according to them, 
wouldn’t have succeeded if 
they hadn’t travelled to Oyibo 
man’s country.

Well, there may be some 
merit in the argument about 
one environment being more 
conducive than the other. 
However, it doesn’t tell the 
whole story. It doesn’t tell us, 
for instance, that while for a 
number of Nigerian writers 
we only heard about them 
when they found themselves 
outside the country, the gen-
eral rule is that many others 
started here, made a success 
of their writing career here, 
and won international laurels 
while still here. Thereafter, 
some relocated overseas while 
others stayed back, keeping 
the fire alive. It doesn’t also 
tell us that Chinua Achebe’s 
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Things Fall Apart, which has 
today been translated into 
over 50 world languages, was 
written right here in Nigeria; 
nor does it say that that mas-
terpiece was actually rejected a 
number of times before Heine-
mann eventually reluctantly 
accepted to publish it. And 
it doesn’t tell us that Helon 
Habila, author of the award-
winning Waiting for an Angel 
(Commonwealth Writers Prize 
for New Writing) and Mea-
suring Time (the Caine Prize), 
began his writing career here.

A little about Helon Ha-
bila. Born in Kaltungo, present-
day Gombe State, Helon first 
worked as a teacher in Bauchi 
before moving over to Lagos, 
where he first wrote for Hints 
Magazine, and then Vanguard. 
Interestingly, Helon wrote 
Waiting for an Angel while 
in Nigeria and won the Com-
monwealth Prize from here, 
before proceeding to the UK 

for a fellowship, then a PhD, 
and then to the United States 
as the first Chinua Achebe 
Fellow at Bard College.

In a brief chat with him in 
Abuja during the 2010 Fidelity 
Creative Writing Workshop 
which he facilitated, and in 
which I happened to be one of 
the about 20 participants, He-
lon told me that, in his reckon-
ing, up-and-coming Nigerian 
writers have better chances 
of making it today than he 
had when he was an aspiring 
writer.

“We have a democracy 
now, even though it is not 
where we want it to be. But 
basically, things are freer now. 
There are actually indigenous 
publishing companies that 
publish, places like Cassava 
Republic and Farafina. There 
weren’t any when I was trying 
to get published in 1999/2000. 
So, it was bleaker. Plus there 
was a dictatorship then; you 
couldn’t think; you had no 
freedom; you couldn’t do 
what you wanted to do. But 
now I think it’s much better,” 
Helon said.

“Now they have models. 
There are people like Chi-
mamanda Adichie who have 
done it. And if you want to 
look at men, there are people 
like me who have done it, 
people like Biyi Bandele, and 
so on. So, they can actually 
not say that they can’t do it 
because it’s not been done, or 
because it’s impossible. They 
have exemplars, they have 
people who have done it, and 
we started from here. It’s not 
as if I was born in America 

or London, no; or I wrote my 
book there, no. Actually, I 
lived here and I wrote it here 
and I got it published here. 
People like Tricia Nwaubani 
are even living here now and 
they’ve won Commonwealth 
prizes. So, I think things are 
better than they were, and 
any other person who wants 
to do this has no excuse not to 
achieve, or not to go as far as 
the skies, if that is what you 
want,” he added.

Very reassuring words 
for the conscientious aspiring 
writer! And you can add a list 
of other Nigerian writers who 
live here and are making a 
success of their career right 
here in Nigeria. You can also 
add that the NLNG-sponsored 
Nigeria Prize for Literature 
has over the years virtually 
been won by home-based 
writers, with the foreign 
league occasionally strolling 
in. That’s a big statement. So, 
unless you decide to kill the 
spirit, just know that you can 
get to where you want to, no 
matter your location, if you 
work hard at it.

One more thing: don’t be 
discouraged if publishers do 
not readily accept to publish 
your work. And don’t abuse 
them. Don’t complain that 
they only accept works from 
known writers. Just try to un-
derstand with them. Think of 
it, these publishing companies 
are in business; they are taking 
on writers that can guarantee 
quick return on their invest-
ment. If you were in their 
shoes you’d probably do the 
same. Just keep writing, and 

A
n interesting thing 
happened at a func-
tion I attended re-
cently. It was an 

evening affair graced by cap-
tains of industry, ace bankers, 
accomplished educators and 
successful entrepreneurs. By 
all standards, you could say 
that that crowd belonged to the 
elite class. We were all seated, 
talking and being cordial and 
polite to each other when we 
were invited to the banquet 
table to serve ourselves, after 
which I went to sit beside my 
husband. There I was, savour-
ing my meal, enjoying every 
morsel and taking my time 
to properly masticate every 
mouthful as dieticians advise 
while making polite conversa-
tion at the same time. I had a 
last piece of meat that I had 
begun to dig into when the 
gentleman on my left said 
something that I had to respond 
to. When I turned back to cut 
another piece of meat, I saw 
my plate being whisked away 
by my very helpful neighbour 
on my right. He had already  
cleared his plate and passed it 
on to the waiter, and then he 
solicitously did the same for 
the gentleman on his right and 
decided to do the same for me 
also; but I HAD NOT FINISHED 
MY MEAL! Quickly, I checked 
to see, while the plate was be-
ing whisked away, whether 
I had mistakenly closed my 
plate, but NO, my cutlery was 
still in the eating mode, i.e my 
plate was still open. My cutlery 
was still apart to signify to the 
knowledgeable eye that I was 
still eating.  Well, graciously, I 

atthesilverware on a closely 
set table may make you a bit 
confused, but not to worry, 
just start by picking up the out-
ermost cutlery and work your 
way inwards with each course.  
Remember that knives and 
spoons are on the right while 
forks and napkins are on the 
left.  All glassware are on the 
right while side plates includ-
ing bread and salad plates are 
on the left. 

Note: The cutlery setting 
changes in the French-speak-
ing setting

Etiquette requests that you 
do not ignore a set table. This 
means that if your hostess/
host has graciously set a table 
for you, please do not request 
for water to wash your hands.  
You will be considered crude 
and insensitive.

How to hold your fork and 
knife...

Knife is used for cutting 
only, held in the right hand 
while cutting. Fork is held on 
the left hand to help control 
object being cut.

      When the food arrives…
Watch out for these little 

acts that may cause people 
to wonder just how refined 
you are:

let it go, but it got me thinking.  
Are people so unaware of basic 
table etiquette?

Etiquette is a basic require-
ment for anyone who aspires 
to a position of authority in any 
field. The lack of table manners 
has floored many executives at 
one time or the other especially 
at executive selection and pro-
motion interviews.

This reminds me of an ur-
gent call we received at Poise 
Nigeria a few years back from 
a very large organization which 
had completed arrangements 
to collaborate with their over-
seas partners. They had chosen 
a very senior executive to man 
the liaison office between the 
two parties. This was a choice 
position and obviously the 
gentleman concerned would 
have felt good for cornering 
such a juicy job. I even pictured 
him having thanksgiving in 
church to celebrate the cov-
eted position.  Anyway, the 
expatriate partners came to 
Nigeria to finalise the contract.  
After discussions with the 
executive management, our 
liaison manager was called to 
be introduced to the people he 
would be working with. The 
CEO was told that he had gone 
for lunch so the whole group 
decided to take a break and 
join the liaison manager at the 
dining room. Lo and behold, 
halfway to the dining room, 
here comes the liaison manager, 
walking leisurely from lunch 
and picking his teeth with rel-
ish when he encountered the 
executive group. Flustered but 
still with the toothpick in this 
mouth, he was introduced to 

the expatriate partners who 
then proceeded to lunch. At 
the end of the day, the head of 
the overseas group expressed 
concern about the liaison man-
ager wondering what else they 
might need to grapple with if 
he did not know something as 
simple as not walking around 
with a tooth pick stuck in his 
mouth. He suggested that the 
CEO should replace him with 
someone a bit more ‘refined’. 
That was how the liaison man-
ager lost the opportunity that 
he had already celebrated.

Now, some people with 
whom I have shared this story 
have said that it was not the 
episode with the toothpick that 
cost the man the job, rather it 
was a case of the ‘enemy doing 
their worst’ or the so called 
‘home trouble’. The truth of the 
matter, however, is that gaffes 
are gaffes, and regardless of 
who you are or where you are 
from, certain slips in manners 
will cost you, especially in cer-
tain circles and refined societies. 
I cannot emphasise enough that 
the world is now an open field, 
and there are no longer holes 
to hide gaffes. The Wall Street 
Journal records that since 1776, 
the United States government 
has employed top soft skills 
experts to constantly advise 
the President on matters relat-
ing to social graces, protocol, 
precedence, comportment and 
decorum. It stands to reason 
therefore that anyone who 
aspires to any public or pri-
vate office must of a necessity 
learn the requisite proprietary 
conduct. What am I saying? Eti-
quette is part of the icing on the 

cake; the cutting edge that gives 
you the advantage and savvy; 
the ‘It’ factor that distinguishes 
you from the crowd. It is the ‘it’ 
factor that separates the grain 
from the shaft. Etiquette and 
protocol intelligence will dis-
tinguish you from the pack. In 
our economy today where ev-
eryone has multiple academic 
qualifications and professional 
certifications, a good command 
of etiquette is sure to give you 
an edge over the next person 
who is just as smart. 

What to know when din-
ing in or out...

It was an award ceremony 
in a very classy setting in Lagos. 
The guests were there strictly 
by invitation and the ambience 
was rich. Everyone was air kiss-
ing and putting up their best be-
haviour. Among the guests was                                                                                                                                            
a very posh and well dressed 
lady because of the dainty 
way she was eating her meal 
of chips, vegetables and shrimps 
with just her fork. All went 
smoothly until she had to con-
front the chicken and, as a 
matter of necessity, use her 
knife. She stabbed the chicken 
with her fork, trying to hold 
it down, while attempting to 
saw through it with her knife. 
However, the chicken would 
not be held down in such a 
crude manner. It had to be 
treated right! Although already 
cooked, it silently demanded 
respect. I watched with fascina-
tion as she battled with it for a 
while, but the stubborn piece 
of chicken skittered all over the 
plate, doing everything except 
permitting a piece to go on her 
fork. She finally lost the battle 

and gave up, leaving the errant 
chicken alone and her cutlery 
splayed on her plate. Then self 
consciously, she looked around 
to see if anyone had been look-
ing.Though some quest had 
been following the drama with 
the piece of chicken they quick-
ly averted their eyes to save her 
the embarrassment. That was 
certainly not the place to try to 
stab your chicken or struggle 
to manipulate your cutlery. It 
is better to arm yourself with 
the necessary etiquette educa-
tion to avoid embarrassment. 
It was Oprah that said that 
luck is a matter of preparation 
meeting opportunity. Lack of 
preparation can put one in a 
tight corner. So here is a quick 
lesson on table etiquette.

Know your Tools
The knife
The fork
The spoon
Plates
Napkins
Finger bowls
Drinking glasses
Getting started...
Unfold the napkin quietly 

and place on your lap, never 
at your throat except when 
you are eating foods that drip 
e.gogbono and okro.  Looking 

keep using online platforms to 
push out your works. Someday, 
if you work hard enough, and 
if you stand out, publishers will 
be falling over themselves to 
publish your book.

In concluding, the words of 
Akachi Ezeigbo, accomplished 
writer and professor of English, 
in a recent interview I had 
with her, come in handy:

“You see, writing is not all 
about producing a manuscript 
and rushing to the publisher 
or the printing press to print 
it out. There is a kind of pro-
gramme that any work must 
pass through for it to come 
out well. That’s why there are 
publishers. Overseas they have 
literary agents and editors be-
fore the publisher comes in. A 
book really has to go through 
these processes if it has to 
come out well. But when you 
just produce a manuscript this 
year, and you are in too much 
of a hurry, three months you 
go and print it, no matter how 
talented you are, that book will 
suffer some disadvantages.

“Many people may be hav-
ing this problem because they 
are too impatient; not because 
they are not writing well, but 
because they are not follow-
ing due process. There is due 
process in writing too. There are 
trained editors, and you need to 
let them see your work. There 
are publishing houses in Nigeria 
which have good editors, and if 
they publish you, they are not 
in a hurry. So, I think the writer 
should be more patient and 
tarry a while to edit and re-edit 
before publishing.”

I rest my pen!

What you do:  Table manners
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Illegitimate wives, children denied 
stake in Indorama’s N14bn booty

A 
huge upsurge in 
traditional mar-
riages has been 
noticed in Eleme 
area, near Port 

Harcourt, Rivers State. This 
is said to be a result of an at-
tempt to enforce eligibility 
for the sharing of 7.5 percent 
booty earned by Eleme and 
Elelenwo as host communi-
ties of the famous Indorama-
Eleme Petrochemicals Lim-
ited, which amounted to over 
N14billion at the first payout.

The community has decid-
ed to enforce the formula for 
sharing, insisting that proper 
marriage was the only way 
to recognise a child. This has 
caused pandemonium in the 
area.  It is an acceptable belief 
world-wide that marriage 
between man and woman 
was accorded its sanctity, 
honour and respect by God. 
Now, culture seems to impose 
huge power and this seems 
ordained in heaven.  

T h e  E l e m e  p e o p l e  a re 
typical example of a people 
bonded by their several cul-
tures, especially traditional 
marriage culture with chain 
of procedures that Western 
culture or religion has not 
been able to altar. Quick to 
point out here that there exist 
some Eleme men who marry 
legally but still go beyond the 
family circle to raise children 
through rambunctious adven-
tures from their concubines, 
what they now call “away 
match’’.

All over the world, chil-
dren realised or produced 
out of such relationship are 
termed “bastard children’’. 
Such a devaluing and deroga-
tory name not with- standing, 
some of such children are 
bestowed privileges of being 
catered for through education 
up to high business levels that 
could give them strong base 
to fend for themselves and 
families.

In Eleme, the rights and 
privileges of such children 
no matter how successful and 
status in the society are lim-
ited in the biological father’s 

legitimately by presenting a 
witness or witnesses.

Oluji explained that he 
went extra miles to educate 
those who expressed discom-
fort or took exception to the 
Eleme traditional marriage 
procedures that no matter 
the financial windfall from 
the Indorama Company, the 
sanctity of Eleme culture or 
tradition will not be thrown 
to the dogs.

The respected Ewuu chief 
backed the Eleme traditional 
married with citation from 
“Family Law of Nigeria 3rd 
Edition” written by E. Nwogu-
gu, stating that, “It is a well-
established principle of cus-
tomary law in Nigeria that 
payment of bride price is an 
essential ingredient of a valid 
customary law marriage”.

Also, in his reaction, the 
archbishop, Moses Kattey, 
general overseer of the Com-
monwealth Church Interna-
tional in Alode, Nchia-Eleme, 
and his wife queried why 
somebody should not respect 
God’s ordained marriage in-
stitution by formalising the 
processes to avoid consum-
mation of immorality in it.

According to Kattey, when 
the woman who has no legal 
marital seal to bind her and 
the man dies,  she cannot 
be buried in the man’s fam-
ily land, therefore, the child 
or children of such wom-
an should impress it upon 
their fathers to legitimise 
the union between them and 
their mothers, otherwise the 
children belong to parents of 
their mothers.

 The Eleme full-blooded 
servant of God emphasized 
that no matter how highly 
respected in society one was, 
either because of one’s af-
fluence or education, such a 
male or female child was also 
not qualified to be crowned as 
a chief or king in his father’s 
community.

Eleme is made up of 10 
communities with a popula-
tion of about 500,000. The 
land mass covers about 4,000 
square kilometers located 
21km south-east of Port-Har-
court, capital of Rivers State.
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family birth rights which 
are exclusively reserved for 
children whose mothers are 
legally married according 
to the laid down traditional 
rights.

In other words, such illegal 
children cannot partake or 
enjoy some fortunes, econom-
ic windfalls, burial freedom 
of their mothers when death 
comes knocking, and shar-
ing of their fathers’ land and 
other properties not until the 
rights and needs of true mar-
riage of their mothers were 
done by their fathers. Such 
rites involve killing of goats 
and binding of mouth known 
as “Ejo Onu’’.

Interestingly, the Eleme 
marriage culture is now play-
ing a must-hear melody to the 
ears of stranger-husbands 
and wives with children 
binding them illegally. The 
sounding melody was struck 
by the Indorama-Eleme Pet-
rochemicals and Fertilizer 
Company in Eleme through 
its Corporate Social Respon-
sibility [CSR] policy for its six 
host communities.

The mega, world-class in-
dustry, run by some India 
industrial technocrats and 
experts of diverse disciplines 
instituted a unique model C 
R S by allocating 7.5 percent 
equity shares from the com-
pany’s annual revenue to the 
communities. The largesse 
runs into billions of naira 
being shared among the ben-

efitting host communities. 
Out of the six communities, 
only Aleto and Akpajo neigh-
bouring communities are yet 
to enjoy their shares because 
they are in legal tussle over a 
sharing formula.

All the barriers against 
the release of the dividends 
accruing to the Aleto and 
Akpajo people are soon to be 
resolved by the Governor of 
Rivers State, Nyesom Ezenwo 
Wike, and all the concerned 
stakeholders in the two host 
communities who prayed and 
opted for long lasting peaceful 
resolution.

The sharing of billions that 
accrued to the Aleto indigens 
has created an eye opener. A 
loud pronouncement by Aleto 

chiefs and leaders of though 
rented the air that, it is only 
children whose mothers are 
legally married (present or 
past) that are entitled to be 
beneficiaries of the largesse.

This pronouncement came 
like a ballistic missile aimed 
at mothers and children who 
have no legal seal binding 
them with their fathers/
husbands. Since that pro-
nounc ement,  BDSUNDAY 
source revealed that fathers 
of illegal sons and daughters 
have risen in droves to meet 
the parents of their illegal 
children’s mothers to perfect 
all legal rights that would ac-
cord them and the children 
legitimacy to partake in the 
share of their 7.5 percent 
dividends.

One of the most distin-
guishe d, Go d-fearing and 
respected Aleto chiefs, Joseph 
Oluji of Ewuu clan, who en-
lightened this correspondent 
on the foregoing develop-
ment disclosed that ahead 
the release of Aleto shares, 
the community appointed a 
screening committee working 
acidulously to ensure that il-
legal children of Aleto parents 
extraction were expunged 
from the compiled list.

He emphasized that even 
an adopted child would not be 
accepted into the family fold 
of his/her father. Any con-
tending father of a child must 
show evidence that he indeed 
married his wife or wives 

Interestingly, the Eleme 
marriage culture is now 

playing a must-hear 
melody to the ears of 

stranger-husbands and 
wives with children bind-

ing them illegally. The 
sounding melody was 

struck by the Indorama-
Eleme Petrochemicals and 

Fertilizer Company in 
Eleme through its Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility 
[CSR] policy for its six host 

communities

...Traditional marriages everyday now in Eleme
…as desperate victims move to legitimise union
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A rowdy scene depicting confussion in society

A state of anomie in the land
ZEBULON AGOMUO

A 
dictionary defini-
tion of “anomie” is 
a state of instability 
(instability in society 
caused by the erosion 
or abandonment of 

moral and social codes). It is also 
defined as social alienation (a feeling 
of disorientation and alienation from 
society caused by the perceived ab-
sence of a supporting social or moral 
framework). The term was intro-
duced by a French Sociologist, Émile 
Durkheim, in his study of suicide.

A media specialist a few days ago, 
while speaking with a group, said he 
was so shocked at the happenings 
in the present-day Nigeria. He said 
that the things happening in society 
nowadays were never contemplated 
when he was in his youth.

“I grew up in Lagos and I knew 
what the city used to be. What we 
are seeing now is totally different 
from what we saw or what anybody 
could imagine will ever happen in 
and to Lagos,” the former managing 
director of a defunct newspaper or-
ganisation recalled.

“Today, what do we see? Day-light 
and mindless rape cases; a man of 45 
raping two-year old girl; kidnap cas-
es, and not just that people kidnap, 
they open up their victims alive and 
harvest vital organs- the heart, liver, 
etc- which they sell to some people 
overseas for the sake of money. Bes-
tiality all over the place. There’s this 
group in Ikorodu that calls itself Ba-
doo, they kill their victims in a most 
horrendous manner, using pestles. 
We are told that after killing their 
victims, they would soak a white 
handkerchief in their blood. Such 
handkerchiefs are said to be sold to 
people at N500,000 (five hundred 
thousand),” said the media guru, who 
now runs a public relations outfit.

He also recalled the pathetic inci-
dent on Lagos Island months back, 
when a band of rascal boys openly, 
and in the full public glare attempted 
to rape some girls in a fiendish ec-
stasy, in so-called celebration of their 
last paper during a West African 
Certificate Examination.    

“The incident was one of the 
brazen crimes by youths in the 21st 
Century Nigeria. Some female pupils 
of Falomo Senior High School were 
molested by their fellow pupils from 
Ireti Grammar School in broad day-
light upon the completion of their 
final exams,” he recalled.

The Nigerian state is indeed going 
through a difficult phase that has left 
many citizens apprehensive. Tension 
is rising on a daily basis; the security 
situation is very challenging. The 
threats and counter threats from 
different parts of the country are 
instilling fear in many people. Some 

observers say that Nigeria is going 
through a kind of crisis that was only 
witnessed during the civil war time.

“It is only in war situation you will 
see soldiers wielding guns menac-
ingly on the street in the midst of 
civilians. We are seeing a Nigeria 
where the regular police can no 
longer manage the mere civil distur-
bances. Today, we have all security 
apparatuses doing routine checks 
on the streets and major roads. It is 
absurd to say the least,” Tony Oham, 
a security expert, said.

Oham also lamented the erosion 
of values that were held so dear 
yesteryear. “I am not very sure the 
churches and mosques are living up 
to the original purpose of their exis-
tence. Karl Marx said that religion 
is the ‘opium of the masses,’ which 
means that religion is the last re-
sort for the oppressed. In the past, 
people found solace in churches 
and mosques. If someone’s mind 
is troubled, the person goes there 
to seek divine intervention and 
solace; but not anymore.

“The values and morals have 
vanished; people are being duped, 
raped and even killed for rituals 
right inside worship centres in the 
country. Marriage vows are fla-
grantly being broken right inside 
the church as ministers who even 
conducted the marriages work to 
destroy such unions. We hear and 
read stories of pastors and imams 
sleeping with the wives of their 
members; some women leaders, 
playing sugar mummies to young 
boys in their congregations. So as it 
stands now, there’s no hiding place,” 
Oham said.

On how Nigeria got to this sorry 
state, the security analysts it is 
the negative influence of foreign 

cultures and over-assimilation of 
such cultures, noting that since 
Nigeria cannot possibly be an is-
land in a technology-ruled world, 
she can possibly not afford to close 
her doors against the intrusion of 
some of the harmful cultures. He 
also blamed the ugly developments 
partly on failure of leadership in 
society and absence of role models.

“There’s serious failure of leader-
ship in the country right now, at all 
levels and in all places, including 
the home. It begins from the home; 
many parents have lost their bear-
ings and responsibilities. In the 
name of pampering their children, 
things have gone out of hand. In 
the public and private sectors, it is 
the same story. People steal public 
funds without batting eyelids. In 
the church, people steal and make 
merchandise of the poor people in 
the congregation. There are hardly 
no role models in society that the 
youth can look up to. Everything 
seems to be in a shambles,” the se-
curity expert said.

“We no longer c ondemn bad 
things; no one asks anybody how 
he/she came about his/her sudden 
wealth. The end justifies the means. 
One of the worst things that have 
happened to Nigerians is the failure 
of government to create job oppor-
tunities for the youth or to provide 
environment conducive enough for 
people who want to go into their 
individual businesses to survive,” 
he further observed, adding, “If you 
look into the society, there is decay 
all over the place. The country is 
not developing, but decaying by the 
day, yet we claim trillions of naira 
is being spent.”

A Psychologist, Angelina Onos, 
who spoke with BDSUNDAY, de-

cried the level of ills in the Nigerian 
society. Onos traced the rot to the 
acquisitive nature of the political 
class, which she claimed fouled 
the once sweet air of the Nigerian 
moral environment.

“You can easily trace the ills in 
the country to one thing- greed; by 
extension, the crave for mammon 
of money. Everybody is in a haste to 
become a millionaire.  The political 
class has done a huge damage on 
the country and has negatively af-
fected the psyche of many youths. 
For instance, you have a friend who 
because of his connections got a po-
litical appointment. Under a period 
of one year, the same person who 
was coming to you for financial as-
sistance is now talking in millions 
and embarking on big projects, just 
under one year he got into office. It 
creates panic and a wrong impres-
sion that there is no point to engage 
in projects that take time to mature. 
If I must tell you, this is why the 
talk about agriculture has yet to win 
many disciples in Nigeria,” said Onos.

According to her, “The lavish life-
style of our politicians and a good 
number of members of the clergy 
has seriously affected the psyche of 
many Nigerians. If you think about 
kidnapping, ritual killings, armed 
robbery, etc., a number of people 
who are into them, is just reacting to 
the harsh society that pays the bill 
of a few individuals off a collective 
patrimony.

“I have told many people and I 
keep saying it, it takes a divine touch 
for one not to misbehave in a society 
such as Nigeria. Today, many people 
are embracing criminal activities on 
the unfortunate principle of ‘if you 
can’t win them, you join them.’”
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t started as mild as a benign tumour. One 
hole in the ground, another deeper hole, 
one foot away and soon a small cluster of 
holes emerged. 

Ikedi and Amaka, two young lovers 
used to meet by the foot of aneem tree, a few me-
ters away from where the holes start to emerge.

Theirs was young love, complete with the 
idyllic tremor of passion they consummated 
with quick kisses by the foot of the tree. Their 
villages were only separated by brushes but as 
the holes morphed into a crater, it cut a major 
road, divided clans and separated the two lovers. 

An advisory from the state warned that 
residents should abandon the stream and their 
communal farmland soon as a full blown ero-
sion took over.

Enugu State is reputed to have the worst ero-
sion in the entire nation– a condition attributable 
to unreclaimed mines and unregulated artisanal 
mining at abandoned mine sites throughout 
the state.

The most popular erosion sites in Anambra 
State are located at the Nanka-Agulu-Oko axis, 
Nkisi near Onitsha, Ojoto, Alor, Umuchiana in 
Ekwulobia, Ozubulu, Oraifite, Uli and Awka, 
among many other areas. Some are the height of 
three floors, a crimson cliff, with scraggy paths 
and forlorn crevices. Erosion has humbled tall 
buildings, sacked communities, cut roads into 
two, divided communities.

Some of these erosion sites are examples of 
the consequences of poor management of coal 
sites. Coal is found in Nigeria, in the Middle belt 
and South-eastern regions of the country of Kogi, 
Benue, Gombe and Enugu with estimates put at 
nearly 3billion tons of indicated reserves in 17 
identified coal fields and over 600 million tons 
of proven reserves. 

But Nigeria also has over 22 redundant 
coal mines, many in south eastern part of the 
country, four of which were fully developed 
coal mines.

A study by the Journal of Environmental 
Science and Technology on the effects of mine 
drainage on water bodies, specifically looking at 
coal mining in Enugu concluded that “the quality 
of the water is significantly influenced by acidic 
mine drainage and its impact on human health 
could be severe.”

Through tax concession to coal miners, Nige-
ria is looking to resuscitate its coal industry. Last 
month, the ministry of Trade and Investments 
released a list of industries that will be granted 
pioneer status, which comes with tax exemp-
tions, placing coal at the top of the list.

This is irrespective of the fact that the rest 
of the world is getting out of coal. A new report 
by the International Energy Association, (IEA) 
a Paris-based energy sector think tank, shows 
that global coal production fell by 458 million 
tonnes in 2016.

The IEA’s World Energy Balances shows that 
coal production fell sharply inworld’s biggest 
producer, China by 9 percent or 320 million 
tonnes, which is more than the total production 
from South Africa, the world’s 5th largest coal 
exporter. Coal production also fell elsewhere, 
such as the US and Australia.

The move away from coal generation is most 
clear within the OECD, where electricity genera-
tion from gas in 2016 was virtually equal to coal 
generation for the first time ever.

However, Nigeria, currently issuing N150bil-
lion worth of green bonds didn’t see the con-
tradiction in granting tax concession to coal 
producers. 

What is wrong with coal, anyway?
Coal is an important source of energy. Some 

23percent of primary energy needs of the world 
are met by coal and 39percent of electricity is 
generated from coal. About 70percent of world 
steel production depends on coal feedstock. 
Coal is the world’s most abundant and widely 
distributed fossil fuel source. 

However, coal is made up of 65-95percent 
carbon while also containing traces of hydrogen, 
sulphur, oxygen and nitrogen, is considered as 
dirty fuel. Carbon is present in the air as carbon 
dioxide and contributes to the “greenhouse ef-
fect” and related global warming.

Abiodun Baiyewu, executive director at 
Global Rights Nigeria, said that while the ben-
efits of the coal mines were largely economical 
and immediate, it also had negative and long 
term effects, especially on the environment.  

“These effects are particularly compounded 
by the failure of the government to reclaim most 
of these mines, especially those abandoned dur-
ing the civil war,” said Baiyewu.

The World Nuclear Association says that 
burning coal produces almost 14 billion tons of 
carbon dioxide each year which is released to 
the atmosphere, most of this being from power 
generation. Burning coal, such as for power gen-
eration, gives rise to a variety of wastes which 
must be controlled or at least accounted for. 

However, scientists are trying to develop 
‘clean coal’ technologies aimed at addressing 
this problem.Alongside nuclear power and 
harnessing renewable energy sources, ‘clean 
coal’ technologies, such as carbon capture and 
sequestration, also called carbon capture and 
storage or carbon capture, use and storage 
(CCUS). It involves the geological storage of CO2, 
typically 2-3 km deep, as a permanent solution 
says the World Nuclear Association.

“Much of the challenge is in commercialis-
ing the technology so that coal use remains 
economically competitive despite the cost 
of achieving low, and eventually ‘near-zero’, 
emissions. The technologies are both costly 
and energy-intensive,” says the World Nuclear 
Association.

In its 2014 Energy Technology Perspectives 
the IEA notes that “Carbon Capture and Storage 
is advancing slowly, due to high costs and lack 
of political and financial commitment. Few 

major developments were seen in 2013, and 
policies necessary to facilitate the transition 
from demonstration to deployment are still 
largely missing.” 

Nigeria does not even have a policy to 
regulate the use or the means to invest in clean 
technologies. Officials of the Federal Ministry 
of Environment say they have no policy to deal 
with coal production. “At the moment we do 
not have any policy about that,” said an official 
without authorisation to speak officially, in 
response to questions.

Others are doing it
Source: World Nuclear Association.
There are arguments that other countries are 

yet to decommission their own coal plants. Coal 
production in US was estimated at 16.1 million 
in the week ended July 29, up 4.4percent from 
the prior week and up 13.1percent from the year-
ago week, according to US Energy Information 

Administration data.
Donald Trump, US President spurned the 

Paris Agreement and lifted ban on new coal 
leases on public lands. This has spurred other 
nations in the race for the dirty fuel source.

“One reason why production fell in China 
was lower demand, particularly for power 
generation, though China still uses half the 
world’s coal. Lower coal demand has also been 
seen across the OECD, specifically in the US 
and the UK. So globally, despite an increase in 
India, global coal consumption in 2016 fell by 
around 2percent in energy terms,” the IEA said 
in its report.

James Taylor, president of the Spark of Free-
dom Foundation, that focuses on energy and 
sustainability issues told Forbes that China is 
financing the construction of a growing number 
of coal power plants in foreign nations, building 
a future market for more Chinese coal exports.

With Chinese citizens demanding cleaner 
air to alleviate heavy air pollution, Chinese coal 
consumption has been declining since 2014, 
Taylor says that the country is propping up its 
coal industry by financing more foreign coal 
plants and exporting more coal to operate them. 
Particularly in the growing Asian energy mar-
ket, U.S. coal producers have a difficult time out-
competing Chinese coal on its Asian home turf.

But bad behaviour by irresponsible countries 
has never validated a wrong action. This is in-
vestments in natural gas seen as a cleaner form 
of energy is rising in Europe. According to the 
IEA, the greater demand for gas led to increases 
in trade, with growth in pipeline gas trade going 
into the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) countries, and LNG 
trade going to Asia. Together the increases 
saw total global gas imports increase by about 
47 billion cubic meters (bcm) in 2016 – around 
4.5percent higher than 2015.

With power supply barely at 4,000 MW, 
Nigeria is desperate to ramp up electricity but 
there are no significant efforts at addressing any 
fallout from increased coal production. This is 
why experts are urging the country to focus at-
tention on renewable energies particularly solar.

 “I will say we should focus on renewables 
and natural gas for energy generation,” said Olu 
Ogunlela, a co-founder of Gridless Africa, a clean 
energy and sustainable development think tank.
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Nigeria’s decision to grant tax exemptions to coal producers looks very much like a bold step back to the past, 
writes ISAAC ANYAOGU
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aritime Academy of Ni-
geria located in Oron, 
Akwa Ibom State has 
been in the news re-
c e n t l y  b o t h  fo r  t h e 

right and wrong reas ons. It  is the 
premier maritime training institution 
established by the federal ministry of 
transport for the manpower needs of 
the sector. It started out as a nautical 
college more than three decades ago 
but has seen its facilities and facul-
ties expanding with the population 
of both cadets and students increas-
ing as well.

But recently, apart from the good 
news that the academy might soon 
become a degree-awarding institu-
tion following the passage of a bill to 
that effect by the Senate, it is facing 
the prospect of restructuring which 
might not go down well with stake-
holders in the industry.

Though it was initially established 
to meet the middle level manpower 
requirements in the transport sector 
by producing such cadets that would 
man sea-going vessels and be active 
participants in the growing maritime 
industry, it has since upgraded many 
of its departments and curricula.  To 
this extent, the academy now offers 
specialised courses in transport man-
agement and related fields as well as 
in business administration at the post 
graduate level.

Because of the expansion of pro-
grammes, many had hoped that the 
academy would b e upgrade d to a 
degree-awarding institution being a 
specialised training institution just 
like other polytechnics and colleges 
of education in the country had been 
upgraded.  Though there are other 
specialised colleges like the school of 
fisheries and oceanography as well 
as the college of metallurgy in some 
parts of the country that are yet to be 
upgraded, that of the Maritime Acad-
emy of Nigeria, Oron became urgent 
because of its strategic importance to 
the economy and the maritime indus-
try. According to experts, Nigeria has 
the potential of being a key maritime 
nation if its maritime resources are 
fully developed.

It  was in an effort  to me et the 
expected upgrading that the Akwa 
Ibom State government acquired ad-
ditional hectares of land close to the 
academy to meet the requirements of 
the National Universities Commission 
and paid compensation to the land 
owners.

In fact, the academy was on the 
ve r g e  o f  b e i n g  c o nve r t e d  i n t o  a 
degree-awarding institution by the 
last administration headed by former 
President Goodluck Jonathan but that 
was not to be. It appears that the pres-
ent administration has no interest in 
turning it into a university.

This was clearly seen when the 
Fe deral  Government organis e d a 
town hall  me eting for the South-
South region held in Uyo when Rotimi 
Amaechi, the transport minister and 

Ibeh Kachikwu, the minister of state 
for petroleum resources, openly dis-
agreed on the funding for two mari-
time institutions in the same region.

By this time, plans had been ongo-
ing for a full fledge maritime uni-
versity in Okerenkoko in Delta State 
with the land acquired by the federal 
government and compensation paid.

While Amaechi was opposed to 
the establishment of the maritime 
university in Okerenkoko saying 
the project had already gulped much 
funds, Kachikwu said it was the pro-
vision of infrastructure in the region 
could not be said to be too much. It 
seems Amaechi was indirectly saying 
it would be impossible to have two 
maritime institutions in the same 
region.

“Okerenkoko (Maritime Univer-
sity), I am not against,” he said. “My 
argument about Okerenkoko is that 
land alone is N13 billion. If you give 
me 13 billion, I will buy the half of 
Lagos. That N13 billion has built the 
university already,” Amaechi has said.

According to Kachikwu, “Any facil-
ity that is located in the South-South 
we should work close to developing it. 
I don’t care the circumstances under 
which you are placed.

“It’s not in my position to deter-
mine whether land was valued at N3 
billion or N10 billion. The appropri-
ate institution which is at the cost 
system will determine that. That has 
nothing to do with development of 
infrastructure. And as far as I know, 
so much has already gone into the 
university.

“So much physical of ass ets are 
being developed. We are not going 
to throw away the baby with bath 
water. We deal with the issues but 

the university will  b e develop e d. 
If he (Amaechi) does not want it in 
Maritime, I will take it in petroleum,” 
he said.

It appears though that while the is-
sue of Maritime University at Okeren-
koko has been resolved to the extent 
that recently the Federal Government 
released additional N2 billion for its 
take off, that of Maritime Academy 
has yet to be.

The not-s o-go o d news that has 
recently hit the institution is that a 
six-memb er c ommitte e heade d by 
Adebayo Sarumi has been appointed 
to restructure the institution with a 
new rector, Duja Effedua, appointed 
in place of acting rector who had been 
in office for over a year.

This is coming few months after 
the Senate had passed a bill to up-
grade the academy and stakeholders 
in the industry were in high spirits, 
awaiting the assent of Mr. President 
that would give the final nod.

Stakeholders  and exp erts  have 
raised questions about the propriety 
or otherwise of the committee.

According to Nseyen Ebong, one-
t i m e  re c t o r  o f  t h e  a c a d e my,  t h e 
appointment of a committee to re-
structure the academy has sent wrong 
signals about the prospects of the 
institution ever being upgraded to a 
degree-awarding institution.

He says the report of a committee 
set up earlier by the minister had yet 
to be made public which according to 
him would have helped stakeholders 
to reach informed decisions, adding 
that the setting up of another com-
mittee raises questions whether the 
bill passed by the Senate to upgrade 
the academy would ever c ome to 
light.

“The report of the committee set up 
earlier by the minister ought to have 
been public,’’ he said.

The fears by the experts and stake-
holders have dovetailed in apprehen-
sion in the academy as protest by 
youths in the host community over 
the committee’s terms of reference 
threatens the peaceful academic at-
mosphere that has been prevailing at 
the academy.

Under the auspices of Akpakip Eyo 
Abasie youth association, they said 
that the six-member committee was 
constituted without any representa-
tive from the host community.

“It is disheartening that as a promi-
nent indigene of the Niger D elta, 
Chibuike Amaechi who should have 
treated us fairly and justly is now 
working against our interest as a 
people.

“The action of the minister is not 
only unfair, unjust but it is contrary 
to his earlier stated commitment to 
develop the academy to a world-class 
inst i tut ion,”  Baron Iniekung,  the 
youth president said.

Indeed, while the community and 
stakeholders in the maritime industry 
were hoping that the dream of turning 
the academy into a degree-awarding 
institution would be realised soon, 
it seems from all indications that it 
might turn out to be a long wait that 
may never see the light of day.

For now, the outcome of the com-
mittee’s report expected to be ready 
in six months will not only determine 
the fate of the academy but will also 
tell  the dire ction of the c ountry’s 
focus in the development of critical 
manpower in the ever-growing mari-
time sector.
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Maritime Academy of Nigeria: 
what went wrong?
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‘Govt, private sector must work together to build profitable aviation industry’

W
hat is your evaluation 
of the Nigerian travel 
market vis-a-vis the per-
formance of Air Peace?

The aviation industry 
in Nigeria is not at the level we should have 
expected it to be, but it is still growing. 
There is a lot of improvement needed in 
the industry. When I was coming in, I was 
warned about the harsh environment un-
der which Nigerian airlines were operating. 
I dismissed such warnings with a wave of 
the hand, but now I have seen it all.

Air Peace will be three years on October 
24 this year. In less than three years I have 
received my own baptism of fire. I have 
gone to the school of Nigerian aviation, I 
have seen it all and I make bold to say that 
there is a lot to be desired. However, Air 
Peace, as I promised during our launch-
ing on October 21 in 2014, was coming to 
revolutionise the way the scheduled flight 
operations is done in the country. We have 
lived up to that promise we made.

From the depletion of operational 
aircraft and the suspension of services 
by some airlines, it is very evident that 
if Air Peace had not come at the time it 
did, one wonders what would have been 
happening in scheduled operations today. 
Our coming helped to sustain competi-
tive fares in domestic travel market. We 
have contributed our own quota to the 
economic development of this nation and 
we are proud of what we have been able to 
achieve as an airline so far. We have caused 
a lot of changes in the aviation industry; 
we brought with us on-time departure 
that was lacking before we came in. We 
provided several frequencies right from 
the first day. It was the first time an airline 
will be doing 14 flights on their first day of 
operation. We opened up five different sta-
tions the same day. So we took the bull by 
the horns right from day one and we have 
never looked back. So, to a large extent, Air 
Peace has contributed in changing the face 
of aviation in Nigeria.

What is your fleet size now and what 
is your plan for expansion?

We started with seven aircraft; four 
Boeing B737 and three Donnier 328 jets. 
Today, we have been able to acquire 15 
more aircraft. So we now have a total of 22 
aircraft in our fleet. So Air Peace is Nigeria’s 
largest carrier today fleet-wise. We have 
13 Boeing B737s, six Embraer 145 regional 
jets and one Donnier 328 jet. We also have 
two Boeing777 for our international opera-
tions, which are still domiciled outside the 
country.

This feat could not have been achieved 
without the corporation of our banks. And 
it is also the evidence of our integrity. If 
we are not effectively servicing our loans, 
I doubt if the banks would have been sup-
porting us. Today, Fidelity Bank has sup-
ported us massively, we are keying into 
United Bank for Africa too. I am sure they 
will come on stream when they see what 
we are doing. With Fidelity we are good to 
go, they have been supporting the affairs 
of Air Peace massively because we have 
integrity.

 With your long-haul aircraft delivered, 
why are you not operating international 
services yet?

We will go into international opera-
tions very soon. We planned that we 
would go into international operations 
two years after we had started. So it was 
in our business plan to go international, to 
help conserve Nigeria’s foreign exchange 
and to help create Nigerian wealth for the 
people of Nigeria. Air Peace is not unaware 
of what the foreign airlines have been 
doing to our country. A nine-hour flight 
from Johannesburg to London would cost 
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Allen Ifechukwu Onyema, chairman of Air Peace Airline in an interview with IFEOMA OKEKE, speaks on some of the achievements of the airline in 
three years of existence and how government regulations can assist domestic airlines in competing favourably with international airlines. Excerpts:  

less than a six-hour flight from Lagos to 
London. This country has been raped; our 
foreign reserves have been depleted in the 
hands of foreign airlines. All foreign airlines 
are making a kill out of Nigeria because 
Nigerian airlines are not firmly operating 
international destinations. So Nigerians are 
now at the mercy of these foreign airlines in 
terms of outrageous fares that they charge. 
So we decided to go international and we 
are taking it step by step.

As I stated earlier, we have acquired two 
Boeing B777, very beautiful aircraft, with 
state-of-the-art equipment. We should 
have by now started our foreign operations 
but for some kind of hindrances that have 
to do with policy. We are ready to touch 
the whole world but we need the support 
of government and people of Nigeria. The 
Boeing 777 aircraft we bought have to 
be type certificated by the Nigerian Civil 
Aviation Authority (NCAA) because before 
now, no Nigerian airline has operated the 
aircraft type. That is why we are waiting 
on Boeing and the Nigerian government, as 
represented by the NCAA to come together 
and type certificate Nigeria on the aircraft 
type. It is after that, NCAA will be able to 
carry out oversight function on the aircraft.

We have facilitated the training of 
NCAA pilots and engineers on the air-
craft. That is why the aircraft are not yet 
in Nigeria and it costs Air Peace hugely 
to maintain them where they are outside 
the country. After the type certification 
we can now bring in these beautiful birds 
into the country. We will save Nigeria a 
lot of money when we begin to operate 
international destinations. We need more 
domestic airlines to operate international. 
We have received one approval from one 
of the countries we wish to fly to, we are 
not ready to announce it yet but once we 
get type certificated, we will announce that 
to Nigerians and we will start operations 
and we promise Nigerians that we are go-
ing to compete with the best airlines in the 
world. These foreign airlines do not want 
any Nigerian airline to succeed but we are 
going to break that jinx.

 I know that under Airline Operators of 
Nigeria (AON), the airlines have been mak-
ing efforts to make government review the 
alleged double taxation on airlines. How 
far have you gone in this drive?

The Airline Operators of Nigeria took 
this matter to Yemi Osinbajo, the then act-
ing president, the Vice President, and he 
called for a meeting and we met with him 
and gave him details of our grouses. And 
he called for an enlarged meeting of all the 
agencies and the Ministry of Aviation and 
the airline operators. We held a second 
meeting where we presented our issues. 
Osinbajo set up a committee to look at these 
issues and the committee is yet to meet. 
The committee comprises the Minister of 
Aviation and the agencies and maybe about 
three representatives from the airlines. We 
are yet to meet and I think from the Min-
ister’s office they said we shall be meeting 
immediately after the Sallah break. So I am 
sure government is trying to look into our 
complaints. This is because aviation has to 
grow in this country.

The industry is beset with a lot of 
problems, which we believe government 
will help us to tackle. There are issues of 
multiple taxations, poor airport infrastruc-
ture is there, the attitude of civil servants 
to investment in Nigeria and to investors 
is also a matter that calls for concern. In 
Nigeria, people look at the ownership of 
investment instead of looking at the invest-
ment and its contribution to the economy 
and job creation. Civil servants in govern-
ment should start looking at investors as 
patriotic people. Anybody who looks at the 
investment climate in Nigeria and decides 

to put his money here should be respected, 
supported and not the other way round.

The International Air Transport As-
sociation (IATA) has recommended ways 
African countries can boost the aviation 
industry to create more jobs and gener-
ate more revenue. IATA also talked about 
inimical government policies in Africa. 
What is the way out of these challenges 
as an operator?

Government must protect the invest-
ments that create and sustain jobs for the 
citizens. That should be the priority behind 
government policies. In aviation, govern-
ment must ensure that local airlines are 
protected. Foreign airlines don’t create jobs 
for Nigerians; they don’t pay huge taxes that 
we pay; so government should encourage 
these indigenous companies.

A government official recently told me 
that allowing foreign airlines to fly to many 
airports as they want in the country is good 
for competition. That did not make sense to 
me because those airlines that come to Ni-
geria are protected by their host countries. 

They do not allow foreign airlines to dominate 
them. That is what our government should be 
doing for us.

I don’t know why Ethiopian Airlines is being 
over celebrated in Nigeria. It does not do us in 
this country any good, we should be proud of 
our own. Nothing stops Ethiopian Airlines from 
doing code-sharing with any of our airlines like 
Arik and Azman. They can bring these people 
from wherever in the country and Ethiopian 
Airlines will take them from there. By so doing 
you will be creating capacity for the indigenous 
airlines. No country anywhere in the world 
allows this kind of open rape of their aviation 
skies.

In Africa, Nigeria seems to be too liberal; al-
lowing all airlines from the continent to come 
to the country. But recently, our request to go 
to Togo was snubbed until we threatened court 
action. In diplomacy there is the principle of 
reciprocity. So when they are harsh to us, we 
should also be harsh to them; in that way we 
would protect our own and also be respected.

When we requested to fly to Cote D’Ivoire, 
the Honourable Minister gave us permission 
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Allen Ifechukwu Onyema, chairman of Air Peace Airline in an interview with IFEOMA OKEKE, speaks on some of the achievements of the airline in 
three years of existence and how government regulations can assist domestic airlines in competing favourably with international airlines. Excerpts:  

but Cote d’Ivoire didn’t want us to come in 
until we wanted to go to court to stop them 
from coming into Nigeria. They quickly 
gave us permit but they waited for us in 
their country. When we went there to 
setup, what happened? They slammed us 
with about $8,000 per landing. There is no 
airline all over the world that can sustain 
such charge. That means they didn’t want 
us to come in, they are trying to protect 
theirs. So why should Nigeria allow all 
these foreign airlines unfettered access 
into our cities?

We have given unfettered access to for-
eign airlines and I urge government to look 
at the bigger picture and not the pittance 
these people are paying to the government 
in the name of passenger service charge. 
They should begin to look at the bigger 
picture; first of all, these foreign airlines are 
carting billions of dollars out of this country 
yearly. These billions of dollars should have 
been channeled into doing other things if 
they are being earned by Nigerian airlines. 

Do you agree with the observation that 
Nigerian aviation sector is more conducive 
for foreign airline operation?

I was shocked when I read that Ethiopia 
is trying to take over Arik, but the question 
is, on what basis? If you are bringing Ethio-
pian management to become employees of 
Arik, to help them run Arik here separately, 
the question is don’t we have enough people 
here to do it? The Roy Ilegbodu manage-
ment is doing very well. They are trying 
to turnaround what they met on ground. 
We have capable Nigerians to run Arik; we 
don’t need Ethiopian Airlines to come and 
run Arik. So if Ethiopian Airlines is coming 
as consultant and you want to send some of 
their staff to help Arik shape up, the ques-
tion is, don’t we have people who could do 
that? The government appointed Roy and 
Roy is doing very well. So we thank the 
government for appointing him and we 
thank the government for resuscitating 
Arik. Roy is doing well and we don’t need 
any Ethiopia to come in.

In giving out management contract to 
Ethiopia to manage Arik, we should look at 
the consequence. We should not allow our 
country to be taken over by foreign airlines 
that have the sole intension to exploit our 
country and make profits. If Ethiopia takes 
over Arik Air tomorrow the economy of 
Ethiopia will depend on Nigeria; this is 
because they are going to be carting away 
billions of dollars to develop their own 
country because Nigeria is a huge market. 
So coming in here to buy Arik or take over 
Arik is not for cheap. I don’t care about how 
much Arik owes, if Arik owes N300 billion 

that is pittance to what these people are 
going to cart away. N300 billion is less than 
$1 billion, Arik is worth about $12 billion in 
goodwill and opportunities. Anybody com-
ing to buy Arik should pay down about $12 
billion, excluding Arik equipment; I am talk-
ing about the goodwill and opportunities.

So, $12 billion should be put on the 
ground for Arik owner to take. This is 
because the next thing you will see is that 
they now leverage on the airline to develop 
international routes from Nigeria to their 
country’s gains. All these celebration of 
Ethiopia as a successful airline is because 
no Nigerian airline has succeeded. Most of 
their passengers are from Nigeria. Get good 
Nigerian airlines to start working tomor-
row, nobody will be talking about national 
carrier again because they will see the 
failings of Ethiopia Airlines. It will go down 
like every other national carrier all over the 
world which has become a moribund idea. 
What Nigerian airlines need is committed 
support by our government.

Nigerian airlines operate under the 
harshest environment you can think of, 
but with the right support we can excel.  
Air Peace has shown that with dogged-
ness, integrity, perseverance, passion and 
good management you can succeed.  And 
that is what we are doing, in Air Peace we 
know no tribe, no religion, no race, no creed, 
what we know is humanity in Air Peace.  
And that has shown in all my employment, 
we have trained about 14 northern pilots 
in this country, we have trained Yoruba 
pilots, Igbo pilots, we have been employing 
people all over the country. If you come to 
Air Peace it is a mini Nigeria and they are 
all happy. So we should be supported to sup-
port our own economy. Ethiopian Airlines 
coming here to take over Arik is not in the 
best interest of this country.

A stakeholder in the industry, John 
Ojikutu, has accused Nigerian airlines of 
refusing to pay their charges to aviation 
agencies despite the fact they generate so 
much money. What is your take on that?

I believe there are certain people when 
you notice them over time, notice the kind 
of thing they say over time, it becomes 
unnecessary to give them the kind of ac-
knowledgment they are looking for.  What 
Ojikutu was saying is not true; it is absurd, 
bizarre and unfortunate. If I fail to respond 
to what he was saying, because he has been 
saying a lot of things over time; a lot of the 
gullible people in the society might tend 
to start believing him. How I wish that he 
could come and we have a debate on televi-
sion on issues of aviation. It is unfortunate 
that he belongs to that organisation called 

Aviation Round Table (ART) that I respect 
so much, that has very prominent Nigerians 
who know what it takes to run aviation.  
People like Dele Ore, Porbeni and Gbenga 
Olowo.

The summary of his advocacy is that 
domestic airlines should be killed because 
you want to form a national carrier. To start 
with national carrier is a moribund idea. 
British Airways is no longer a national car-
rier; America with their might in aviation 
does not have a national carrier. What the 
whole world is doing is called flag carriers 
because government has no business doing 
business.

Airline operation has so many avenues 
for leakages, no government can run airline 
very well. Me as the owner of Air Peace, 
not just the owner, I man the day to day 
running of my airline. I have not been able 
to stop the amount of fraud going from one 
end to the other because there are avenues 
for these, not to talk of an airline owned by 
government. So national carrier is a mori-
bund idea, countries don’t do it. Nobody 
tells you how much South African Airways 
owes and it is subsidized by South Africa. It 
is the same with so many national carriers. 
Everybody is talking about Ethiopian Air-
lines but without government protection 
and support the airline cannot succeed.

But even government support is not 
enough. Ethiopia has other things they 
are doing in aviation that is giving them 
money. Ethiopia has a very big mainte-
nance, overhaul and repair (MRO) facility 
that many airlines in Africa and Middle 
East go to maintain their planes.  So it is not 
the airline per se because if it is the airline 
alone it is going to crumble the moment 
Nigerian airlines start doing international 
operations. They lose that patronage and it 
will start affecting them, they will go down 
like any other national carrier. Then they 
will depend on other institutions they have 
set up in aviation like their MRO which 
Nigeria has failed to do.

What I will advise the government to do 
first is that it must facilitate the establish-
ment of a very good maintenance hangar 
that can do up to D-check and the whole 

world will be coming here to maintain 
their plane and we will be getting foreign 
exchange.  Air Peace alone spends huge 
foreign exchange to maintain our aircraft 
overseas. None of our planes comes back 
with less than $3 million for every C-check 
because we are comprehensive whenever 
we want to do C-check.

This year alone, we have sent about 
seven aircraft overseas for C-check; that 
is over $21 million from one airline alone. 
You could imagine if the hangar is situated 
in Nigeria. If this money is domiciled here 
and used here the amount of jobs it will 
create. So we need a maintenance hangar, 
the government can support or bring 
investors; not the national carrier talk.  So 
Ojikutu who claims to be an expert has 
failed in advising government properly on 
this. Was it not the same Ojikutu who said 
that domestic airlines should not be allowed 
to go international or do regional? I have 
never heard such talk before. That does not 
make any sense to me at all. So, government 
should stop the likes of Medview, Air Peace, 
Arik and others from going to bring foreign 
exchange into our own country while at the 
same time allowing free access to interna-
tional operators?  I am appalled and aghast 
by such comment.

We need our own government to show 
support to us, to be proud to talk about 
Nigerian airlines. Let’s start talking about 
Nigerian airlines, let’s stop talking about 
Ethiopia Airlines. We have people in the 
north; south and every part of Nigeria 
that can make it happen and develop the 
economy of our nation. The air fares they 
pay within these African regions are ob-
scene and mostly paid by Nigerians.  The 
government is doing a lot, they have given 
us these rights and I thank the government 
for that but we have to go beyond that to 
make sure that these countries allow us to 
come in. If they give us $10, 000 per land-
ing our government should be able to come 
back here and give them even $12, 000. You 
will see they will come down. We need to 
realise that government and the private 
sector must work together to build a virile 
and profitable aviation industry.
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companies will feature the 
latest products and services.

Industry professionals 
and companies know the 

value and return on in-
vestment of meeting and 
networking at gathering 
such as this, where the 
world will meet Nigeria 
oil and gas.  Simply put, 
this event will explore 
innovations and technolo-
gies covering all things 
upstream, mid-stream and 
downstream said Ibe Ka-
chikwu, the Nigeria’s min-
ister of State for Petroleum 
Resources.

This will be reinforced 
through the attendance of  
key Nigerian political deci-
sion makers, government 
officials and industry’s spe-
cialists from the National 
Oil Company(NOC) and 
other relevant government 
bodies on the one part and 
Chief Executive Officers 
(CEOs) of National and in-
ternational oil companies, 

Petroleum ministry plans inaugural 
oil & gas trade show in Nigeria

T
he Federal Gov-
e r n m e n t  a n d 
Ministry of Pe-
troleum Resourc-
es will assemble 

upstream, mid-stream and 
downstream oil and gas 
professionals from around 
the world for the its inau-
gural Nigeria International 
Petroleum Summit (NIPS)
holding from 19th to 23rd 
February 2018 at the Inter-
national Conference Centre 
(ICC), Abuja.

This, according to the 
organisers, will be the big-
gest technical and strategic 
business conference in the 
petroleum sector in Africa, 
as it will present current 
best practices and emerg-
ing technologies to attend-

ing engineers, scientists, 
academia, managers and ex-
ecutives. At the same time, 
the conference’s exhibiting 
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Value-addition is Nigeria’s hope to dominate West African trade

N
igeria is the giant 
of Africa but an 
expert in inter-
national finance 

says this has not reflected 
in dominating trade in Af-
rica. Barisua Nwinee, dean, 
faculty of management 
sciences of the University 
of Port Harcourt (Uniport), 
says Nigeria’s hope of domi-
nating trade in at least West 
Africa requires her to step 
up in adding value to com-
modities.

Nwinee spoke at the 
first-ever seminar by the 
Chartered Institute of Fi-
nancial and Investment 
Analysts of Nigeria (CI-
FIAN) at the Port Harcourt 
Polytechnic on Rumuola 
Road last weekend. 

The professor and ex-
pert on international fi-
nance also wondered why 
looters of Nigeria’s treasury 
also joined in shunning 
investments in production 
and industry. He said what 
was being recovered were 
mostly hotels and exotic 
houses at home and abroad. 
He regretted that most loot-
ers were repatriating the 
looted funds abroad, there-
by robbing Nigeria a second 
time. “Even looters shun 
industries but pump it into 
houses, hotels. No industry 
has so far been confiscated, 
an indication that looters 
do not boost productivity. 
Others repatriate capital 
abroad.”

Nwinee said popula-
tion explosion would take 
ECOWAS region to about 
800 million in the near 
future. “ECOWAS region 
would is 350 million and 
would be 500 in three years 
time; and 45 per cent of this 
population lives in urban 
areas. So, 450 million will 
be food consumers. This re-
quires boost in production.”

 He traced trends in busi-
ness integration and said 
trend of trade partnerships 
is with EU, US, not much 
within Africa. “Global inte-
gration is always sure. There 
is 48 per cent integration 
with outside Africa (EU, 
US); 35 per cent in Africa, 
but ECOWAS is 19.22 per 
cent.” This shows that Af-
rican countries are quicker 
in seeking foreign trade 
partnerships but not with 
each other.

He quoted several sur-
veys to show that Nige-
ria ranks second in back-
wardness in integration. 
He however made it clear 
that Nigeria’s location gives 

it advantage as a trading 
hub in West Africa due to 
land, sea and air transport 
opportunities.

He stated: “Most of Nige-
ria’s exports are commodi-
ties without adding value. 
That is why she can hardly 
trade in West Africa or even 
in Africa. Most of the conti-
nent sells the same things, 
being raw commodities. 
So, value adding is the key 
to greater trade advantage, 
and an area of huge invest-
ment opportunity.”

He also noted that there 
is less intensity in trans-
portation across Africa and 
low interconnectivity in 
the continent. Thus, Africa 
should focus on road trans-
port network to boost trade 
integration. Free movement 
is only seen in movement 
of herdsmen, no real trade 
movement.  

 Nwinee said that inter-
national finance has been 
a dry area of activity and 
study because of the sub-
sistence level of the nation’s 
economy. “Our products are 

multinationals and multilat-
eral organisations, the aca-
demia and other relevant 
stakeholders.  

It would be recalled 
that the Vice President, 
Yemi Osinbajo, unveiled 
the official launch of Ni-
geria International Pe-
troleum Summit 2018 in 
the presence of 19 African 
Ministers of Petroleum 
and delegates who attend-
ed the African Petroleum 
Producers Organisation 
(APPO) meeting in Abuja, 
Nigeria, recently.

Aside of being a launch-
ing pad for new onshore and 
offshore technologies show-
case among leading E&P 
service companies, some of 
the robust and anticipated 
offerings at the NIPS2018 
include opportunity to wit-
ness licensing/ bid rounds, 

bid sign-off, major contract 
signing and economic di-
versification initiatives of 
the country.

Nigeria’s petroleum in-
dustry is the largest in Af-
rica with proven Oil and Gas 
reserves of 37 billion barrels 
(bbl) and 192 trillion cubic 
feet respectively. The sector 
contributes about 10percent 
to the country’s Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP) and 
accounts for 95percent of 
all exports. 

Given that Nigeria’s Gas 
reserves have remained 
largely untapped, the coun-
try is expected to make a 
shift towards becoming a 
major producer and export-
er of Gas which the summit 
provide with an excellent 
business environment to in-
teract, cross-pollinate ideas 
and to make deals happen.

 IGNAtIUs ChUKWU

Kachikwu

not out there in the interna-
tional market. We must be 
export-driven. We sell only 
crude oil.”

Saying integration means 
removing barriers, the dean 
said there are tariffs that 
impede trade between na-
tions in same region. “There 
is also absence of data on 
trade measurement in Af-
rica; informal and unrea-
sonable differential tariff 
structures in Africa. Aim of 
trade should be enhance-
ment of welfare. There must 
be willingness to surrender 
some of their sovereignty 
determines the extent of 
penetration which delivers 
economic integration. It 
enhances production and 
locating industries in areas 
of comparative advantage.”

On greater integration, 
he however said there are 
fears now over integration 
policy due to crisis in EU 
over Brexit experiences. He 
however said integration 
enhances production and 
locating industries in areas 
of comparative advantage.

Ahmed advocates more support 
from FG to improve infrastructure, 
investment attraction

K
wara State Gover-
nor, Abdulfatah 
Ahmed, has called 
for more Federal 

Government presence in 
infrastructural develop-
ment in the state, saying: 
“this will bring financial 
reprieve to the state through 
savings that will be invested 
in rehabilitating state roads, 
especially rural roads, in 
addition to attracting invest-
ments.”

Ahme d, who sp oke 
during a courtesy call on 
him by Senate Committee 
on Works at Government 
House, Ilorin, said the Fed-
eral Government should 
particularly facilitate the 
construction of Kaiama-
Kishi road.

The governor, who not-
ed that the road stretches 
from Lagos-Sokoto passing 
through Ogun, Oyo, Kwara 
and Kebbi states, pointed 
out that “the portion that 
links Kaiama-Kishi is very 
critical for us because our 
people in those axis are 
predominantly agrarian 
and they contribute heavily 
to the agricultural revenue 
that accrues to our people 
and the state”.

Ahmed promised that 
his administration would 
continue to collaborate 

with the Federal Govern-
ment through the over-
sight functions of the Na-
tional Assembly in order 
to take the road, “to usable 
levels that will ease move-
ment of goods and services 
across the country and 
beyond.”

“Good roads will encour-
age investment in agricul-
ture and processing. This 
will in turn begin to reduce 
levels of unemployment,” 
he noted.

He commended the 
Federal Government for 
its intervention on vari-
ous road projects in the 
state, adding that the most 
critical area that can truly 
support the current efforts 
at revitalising the nation’s 
economy is agriculture 
which he said has a value 
chain to recruit people in 
the primary, secondary 
and tertiary levels.

Earlier, Senator Kabiru 
Gaya, chairman, Senate 
Committee on Works and 
former Governor of Kano 
State, said there are nine 
federal projects going on in 
Kwara State, six in Kogi and 
nine in Niger State.

The 8th Senate, ac-
cording to Gaya, remains 
committed to the present 
administration’s effort at 
providing enduring infra-
structure for the nation’s 
growth and development.

sIKIRAt shEhU, Ilorin
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L
ike any other finan-
cial system, mortgage 
depends squarely on 
cash and liquid assets 
which is why mort-

gage access and poverty run 
on parallel lines. In this part 
of the world where poverty is 
endemic, access to mortgage is 
difficult for some and impossible 
for others.

 Africa, on account of its 
poverty, has been adjudged eco-
nomically underweight which 
is why despite its relative large 
population size, it has low stan-
dard of living and with its people 
living in sub-human conditions

.With only €113 billion gross 
asset value of real estate, repre-
senting 1 percent of the world’s 
total value, Africa is also said 
to be underweight despite its 
large and growing population 
estimated to be 15 percent of the 
world total.

Analysts insist that the con-
tinent is underweight in asset 
value of real estate relative to 
other continents, adding howev-
er, that this state of affairs has its 
positive side, having made the 
continent an attractive prospect 

Africa’s economic 
underweight and 
mortgage access

Talking Mortgage

(08037156969, chukuroko@yahoo.com)

with

CHUKA UROKO

for investible funds in real estate. 
Home ownership in most 

parts of this continent is almost a 
luxury because houses are liter-
ally unavailable and where they 
are, they are inaccessible and 
unaffordable because of their 
high prices.

The World Bank estimates 
that only 3 percent of the Afri-
can population, about 15 percent 
of the world’s 7.3 billion popula-
tion, has income viable enough 
to qualify them for a mortgage, 
underscoring the level of pover-
ty in the black continent where 
some households live below 
poverty line.

In Nigeria, the continent’s 
most populous nation and one 
touted as its largest economy, it 
is estimated that 70 percent of 
its 170 million people lives below 
poverty line, which explains 
the low home ownership level 
which is a little above 10 percent 
in the country.

It is also estimated that about 
90 percent of houses in Nigeria are 
self-built with less than 5 percent 
of them in possession of formal 
title registration. Close real estate 
industry note that mortgage loans 

and advances in the country stand 
at 0.5 percent to GDP in contrast 
to 30-40 percent in emerging 
economies and 60-80 percent in 
advanced economies.

Major obstacles to mortgage 
finance, pointed out, included 
dearth of long-term funds, ab-
sence of a secondary mort-
gage market, inadequate branch 
network of Primary Mortgage 
Banks  (PMBs), among others, 
noting that a lot still needed to 
be done to grow housing finance 
in the country.

The growth of housing fi-
nance in Nigeria, according to 
Guillaume Roux of Lafarge Af-
rica Group, needs the support of 
the small microfinance institu-
tions in their efforts to expand 
and diversify their offering, add-
ing that the growth would also 
come from the large commercial 
banks which are becoming more 
and more attracted by the low to 
medium income segment of the 
housing market.

 Roux’s argument is that both 
the microfinance institutions 
and commercial banks need 
support to develop housing 
products and build up projects 

which would positively affect 
the low income segment, urging 
organization and institutions 
to help one another to achieve 
these goals.

Nigeria needs to grow hous-
ing finance through such ini-
tiatives as ‘Housing Microfi-
nance Academy’ which Lafarge 
launched in 2014 in partner-
ship with International Finance 
Corporation (IFC) and African 
Finance Development (AFD).

Training sessions need to be 
organized to promote housing 
microfinance and develope the 
capabilities of banks in that 
field. Roux sees governments as 
critical stakeholders required to 
create the regulatory framework 
that would make the housing 
market work for the low income 
segment, noting that the setting 
up of the  Nigerian Mortgage 
Refinance Company (NMRC) 
and the institutions for housing 
finance, including microfinance 
and mass housing financing, 
with the support of the World 
Bank, is a good example of a 
platform which would facilitate 

the growth  of initiatives there.
“This will progressively en-

able a decrease in interest rates 
in the mortgage industry. How-
ever, more support from the 
government is needed to lower 
the interest rates for the funding 
of affordable housing and social 
housing projects. Today, they 
represent a cost of up to 30 to 
40 percent of the construction, 
which is borne by the end user”, 
Roux said.

It needs to be stated that there 
is a need to improve the afford-
ability of construction itself in 
which case social housing proj-
ects should be setting the stage 
by showcasing new construction 
techniques that could improve 
quality, deliver faster and reduce 
the cost of construction.

African governments need to 
creatively innovate in order to 
improve the living standard of 
their people through the provi-
sion of affordable and mortgage-
backed housing programmes. 
Also, the mortgage system has to 
be improved to make it not only 
accessible but also affordable.

Property 
Logic
With Akhigbe Dominic

Keeping the Real Estate lawyer out, an 
avoidable danger in Real Estate transactions (1)

ing through every legal docu-
ment involved in the deal you 
want to strike. Then; he will sit 
with you to explain every de-
tail to you so that you are fully 
aware of what you are getting 
into. Your Real Estate lawyer 
will also give you advice to help 
you make the right choices as 
you bring your deal to a close on 
your choice property.

Having a real estate lawyer 
look over the documents in-
volved can save you this head-
ache. Relying on outside exper-
tise is critical to any real estate 
transaction especially in the 
aspect that deals with the title 
or deed to your property which 
can be really dicey, critical and 
having direct connection with 
the root of your ownership.

                              ...to be continued

R
eal estate transactions 
can be very herculean, 
daunting and mostly 
confusing except you 

are perfectly equipped with 
the very necessary skills to deal 
with the endless piles of layers 
of both detailed and complicated 
array of legal document usually 
involved in the processes. With 
such complicated endeavor; it’s 

another day. Clients sometimes 
mix up this whole thing. As far 
as they are concerned; a lawyer 
is a lawyer! That assumption is a 
tragic error. Real Estate requires 
special skills. These skills can 
only be acquired through delib-
erate commitment and determi-
nation to excel in this prestigious 
but very daunting aspect of the 
noble profession. To be grounded 
in Real Estate requires discipline, 
tactfulness and commitment to 
the strictest form of professional 
calling. All of these have prices 
attached and only those that 
resolved to pay such prices excel 
in it and deliver best result to 
their clients and safeguard their 
hard-earned monies.

Getting involved in a real estate 
transaction is truly a milestone in 
a person’s life, a process that takes 
thousands or millions of naira and 
sometimes months to complete. 
Hence it is essential you engage a 
lawyer in your transaction. Real 

estate law is known as being a par-
ticularly complicated field of law 
because of the enormous amount 
of details that are involved. Details 
are of the upmost importance 
when dealing with a piece of 
property that is a contender for 
being your new home. Buying a 
home or land is the most signifi-
cant investment most people will 
ever make in their lives, so it is 
extremely important that you are 
able to make informed very pre-
cise and informed decisions on it. 
While many people may grapple 
the thought of adding another 
layer of oversight to the real estate 
processes, beyond your real estate 
agent, there are instances where 
that lawyer can certainly come in 
handy, perhaps saving you money 
and ensuring a smooth transac-
tion, something everyone should 
strive towards in their real estate 
dealings.

The Real estate lawyer spends 
significant amount of time comb-
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pennywise, pound foolish not to 
get a professional with the right 
skills to confront the avalanche 
of document while dealing with 
it. The merit of involving a Real 
Estate lawyer in the proceedings 
cannot be underestimated. This 
article is an upscale on what we 
did in this direction sometimes in 
2016 and a response to the enqui-
ries by our teaming readers who 
want to know the veracity of 
involving a property lawyer in 
Real Estate dealings. The choice 
of otherwise could most times 
be dangerous, risky, careless, 
counter-productive and inex-
plicable.   You could just loose all 
why trying to save that minute 
percentage to save the whole.

The emphasis here is not 
just getting a Lawyer involved; 
but getting a Real Estate law-
yer involved. Am not talking 
of a Property Lawyer; but Real 
Estate. There is a great deal of 
difference here. We leave this for 

…Materials contributed by 
Abutyam A. Amos MBA, FCAI
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D
oing Business is an 
integral part of every 
human life. Without 
it, life becomes stifled 
and boring. As no one 

human being has all it takes to 
be in existence, we all have to 
exchange our resources and skills. 
Business can be explained as any 
form of transaction we enter into 
to exchange resource/skill for 
another resource or skill. Every 
single person is engaging in it, 
including those doing white col-
lar jobs.

Before the fall of man in the 
Garden of Eden, his business was 
to fellowship with God and to look 
after the creations of God, in return 
reap the benefits from them. After 
the fall, the business continues 
but in a different dimension and 
level. This time he was required 

Business, life & eternity
to toil in order to reap the benefit 
from God’s creation. All of this hap-
pened because he chose to disobey 
God and fall into sin. Irrespective 
of this, God was still willing to in-
tervene in man’s life, to reduce the 
level of hardship he would suffer 
(Gen 3:17-20). Strangely, each time, 
man keeps going farther away 
from God’s mercy and grace. Look 
at Cain, instead of choosing to do 
what is right, he decided to kill his 
brother in jealousy. And for him 
and the rest of mankind, hardship 
increased (Gen 4:6-15).

Generation after generation, 
as wickedness increases, man’s 
hardship increases. Everyone 
wants to make money, and so 
there is a lot of hustling, causing 
them pain and misery. Many 
people believe it is impossible 
to survive being honest. They 
engage in so many fraudulent 
acts that finally rip them of the 
joy of enjoying the money when 
it finally comes. Jesus came as a 
pathway to lead us back to God. 
Even more than Adam, we can 
enjoy the benefit of just fellow-
shipping with God and tending 
what hehas created. Tending 
those things would require some 
physical exertion; however it’s 

done with joy and peace of mind. 
This is because you are doing it 
under his grace and guidance. 
You do not have to lose sleep, 
because you have put your trust 
in God. That is the nature of busi-
ness every child of God should be 
doing. God is interested in profit 
and so He would teach you how 
to create wealth (Deut 8:18).

The sad truth is that the be-
lievers that should know better 
are falling into the same trap and 
losing sight of eternity, not realis-
ing that what others are killing for 
we already have. We are found 
double-dealing, defrauding and 
even steal. Our labour is no longer 
labour of love, it is labour of work 
just to survive and make ends 
meet. In God’s plan for our busi-
nesses, we are expected to operate 
under His grace and strength. Our 
business should be our working 
field to reach out to people with 
the love of Christ and impact our 
world for eternity. The wealth we 
make is also to fund the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus. We are the only 
being on earth with the DNA to 
do good and to turn darkness into 
light. Our assignment as we do 
business is mainly for the purpose 
of impacting our world for the 

kingdom of God. Each time we fail 
to realise this, we also lose sight of 
eternity and we end up becoming 
victim in life and. The scripture 
says whosoever lays his hands on 
the plough and looks back is not fit 
for the kingdom of God (Lk 9:62).

While we are here, we can-
not be idle and lazy, we have to 
work and earn a living. However, 
the work we do should not be to 
satisfy self rather to fulfill Gods 
purpose on earth. The clear pic-
ture of eternity in our lives would 
always serve as a compass for 
good practice in business and we 
keep us ready for eternity.

So what must we do to keep 
eternity in view?

1. Your undying attention to 
the WORD of God and value for 
the kingdom of God.

Every giant of faith in the bible 
were people with undying love for 
God and His kingdom even in the 
midst of their businesses. Their 
conversation with God were not 
hearsays, they heard and heeded 
God. It never left them that they 
were sojourners here on earth 
– looking for a city with founda-
tion whose architect and builder 
is God (Heb. 11:10). Their devotion 
and allegiance to God was second 

to none. 
2. There must be a deliberate 

effort to remind ourselves and put 
the goal of eternity in view.

 The world and its system seek 
to distract us. Their intention is to 
cause us to miss the purpose for 
which we were born (to affect 
our world for the kingdom), so we 
need to be intentional and deviant 
to their ways. This is tantamount 
to great fight and contention and 
we cannot afford to lose, the joy 
of it is that Jesus overcame on our 
behalf.

3. Desire to put others above 
yourself. In the world this does not 
gel. You put yourself first but with 
us there must be that deliberate 
attempt to ensure that others have 
it well even more than if need be. 
There is no better way to be an 
example of a believer other than in 
our actions not in words only. This 
attitude alone softens the heart 
and makes it possible to be sensi-
tive to God’s direction and leading 
in our lives, which is paramount if 
we must succeed in life.

My sincere prayer and hope is 
that our journey in the world of 
business enhances our chances 
of eternity.

Remain blessed.

W
henever the list of 
organisations pro-
moting Nigeria’s 
socio-economic de-

velopment is drawn, Guinness Ni-
geria Plc, a subsidiary of Diageo Plc, 
will always occupy a pre-eminent 
position on the list.

Since its incorporation in 1950, 
commencing with the Ikeja Brew-
ery in 1963, the company has 
continued to expand its footprints 
on Nigeria’s socio-economic land-
scape, even as it continues to strict-
ly adhere to global practices, uphold 
ethical principles, support good 
causes, and provide employment 
for thousands of Nigerians.

Nothing exemplifies the com-
pany’s commitment to promoting 
economic development as much 
as the fact that it has scored a 
major point in the area of fiscal 
contribution to governments at all 
levels. In the 2016 financial year, 
Guinness Nigeria Plc made pay-
ments to the tune of N13 billion in 
taxes to the Nigerian government, 
including Value Added Tax (VAT), 
employee tax, corporate income 
tax, excise duties, among others. 
With over 900 registered vendors, 
it has also contributed hugely to 
the growth of several businesses, 
with payments running into bil-
lions of naira.

Peter Ndegwa, managing di-
rector/CEO, Guinness Nigeria 
Plc, while commenting on the 
company’s overall economic con-
tribution to the nation, reiterated 
its commitment to the country’s 
socio-economic development.

“We are proud of our contribu-
tion to the Nigerian economy and 

Guinness Nigeria: An undying commitment to national socio-economic development
we remain positive that as we grow 
our business, we will continue to 
extend our economic impact even 
further,” he said.

In December 2015, Guinness 
Nigeria Plc became the first total 
beverage alcohol company in Ni-
geria when it acquired the rights to 
distribute International Premium 
Spirits (IPS), including Johnnie 
Walker Scotch whisky and Bai-
ley’s liqueur in Nigeria. This was 
quickly followed in January 2016 
by the acquisition of the rights to 
distribute McDowell’s, a United 
Spirits Limited (USL) whisky brand. 
In November 2016, the company 
invested N4.7 billion in a spirits 
line for locally-manufactured 
spirits which we commissioned in 

Modestus AnAesoronye
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Benin. These strategic acquisitions 
and expansions have filled the gaps 
in the spirits brand base, allowing 
Guinness to compete across all 
categories of the alcoholic beverage 
market in Nigeria.

Besides, Guinness Nigeria Plc 
has over the years made great 
strides in the area of community 
investment, especially through 
its Water of Life initiative, which 
provides safe drinking water to mil-
lions of Nigerians across several ru-
ral communities. The company has 
also helped in raising the standard 
of education across board through 
various youth empowerment 
schemes and capacity-building 
initiatives that enable the less 
privileged students to have access 

to qualitative education.
Recognizing that health is criti-

cal to economic development, 
Guinness Nigeria Plc took the 
decision to make health one of its 
strategic sustainability pillars. Some 
years back, the company partnered 
with select tertiary institutions in 
Nigeria to improve eye health care. 
This informed the establishment 
of Guinness Eye Hospitals in three 
major cities – Lagos, Onitsha and 
Benin. The company has continued 
to maintain these eye clinics as 
part of its commitment to promot-
ing high quality healthcare in the 
country.

In its bid to tackle unemploy-
ment, a major socio-economic 
factor confronting sub-Saharan 

Africa, including Nigeria, the com-
pany has put access to gainful 
employment in the front-burner 
of its strategic sustainability objec-
tives. Through consistent provision 
of direct and indirect employ-
ment, Guinness Nigeria Plc has 
significantly helped in reducing 
the growing rate of unemploy-
ment in Nigeria. Also, it provides 
an enabling environment which 
directly provides employment for 
over 1,000 Nigerians, thereby cre-
ating the necessary job satisfaction, 
and raising the standard of living of 
many people. In addition to direct 
employment, the company pro-
vides jobs for over 10,000 people 
working with various vendors, 
partners and stakeholders along the 
value chain.

More importantly, Guinness 
Nigeria Plc, through its backward 
integration agenda, has demon-
strated its dedication and commit-
ment to promoting local content by 
leading its industry in local sourcing 
of raw materials, a move that has 
significantly helped in transform-
ing the businesses and livelihoods 
of several smallholder farmers who 
grow the grains the company uses 
for its production. It is noteworthy 
that Guinness Nigeria Plc’s direct 
and indirect contribution to job 
creation is essentially driven by 
purchases in industries such as 
agriculture, packaging and logistics, 
as well as induced employment in 
hospitality and retail sectors.

No doubt, Guinness Nigeria 
Plc, through its action and interac-
tion with its critical stakeholders, 
including consumers, customers, 
suppliers, among others, has dem-
onstrated its strong commitment 
to Nigeria and the development of 
its people.

Presentation of optical equipment to management of the Lagos University Teaching Hospital 
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Lessons from dairy manufacturing in New Zealand

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

 
Richard Mills

T
oday, New Zealand is 
regarded as one of the 
global leaders in large-
scale milk procure-
ment and processing. 

New Zealand’s dairy producers 
have thrived by being ahead of 
the game. Since the first dairy 
cattle were landed in the 19th 
century, pioneers such as Henry 
Reynolds, founder of the butter 
brand ‘Anchor’, made effective 
use of new tools and technologies 
that allowed the emerging indus-
try to take off on a global scale.

That same pioneering spirit 
has helped the industry to get 
through challenges like the shock 
of losing their biggest market 
overnight in 1973 when the UK 
joined the EU. And it carries 
through to this day in an uncom-
promisingly modern outlook on 
the diary industry.

 
Fonterra was formed in 2001 

by a merger between New Zea-
land’s two largest cooperatives 
and the New Zealand Dairy 
Board. This has led to significant 
economies of scale. Today, Fonter-
ra is responsible for more than a 
third of international dairy trade 
and markets products produced 
in South America, Australia and 
the USA. The company is a world 
leader in large–scale milk pro-
curement and processing.

 Economies of scale
 Max Parkin, director of In-

ternational Manufacturing says: 
“Size and a well developed supply 
chain allow action on an unprec-
edented scale. Fonterra has 24 
factories, including a monster 
site processing around 14 million 
litres of milk a day. The company 
has 89 stores and ships to 11 ports. 
Through its global supply chain, 
Fonterra serves around 5000 
customers (retail not included) in 
140 countries.

Operating on such a scale 
presents particular challenges 
reflecting myriad issues currently 
affecting the dairy industry. 
For instance, demographics and 
changing labour markets are 
affecting the supply of skilled 
labour. Ethical business practices 
and environmental issues are key 
considerations and are an essen-
tial part of meeting customers’ ex-
pectations. Resource constraints 
such as water supply are limiting 
production in some countries – it 
takes between 50 and 80 litres of 
water a day to produce 30 litres of 
milk. Traceability and the source 
of ingredients throughout the 

supply chain are increasingly im-
portant. The internet is changing 
the way business is conducted. 
The list goes on.

 Technology and change
 One of the reasons that the 

New Zealand dairy industry 
grew so rapidly back in the late 
1880s was an ability to make use 
of new technology such as the 
use of milking machines in the 
1890’s. Fonterra has been quick to 
follow the tradition in response to 
present-day global challenges. Mr. 
Parkin says: “As labour market 
changes and low cost economies 
challenge our business, it is critical 
that plan and equipment is used 
strategically to add value to prod-
ucts and services.

Mr. Parkin foresees a mind 
shift away from sampling and 
testing to real-time measure-
ments at critical control points 
in the supply chain. For instance, 
milk quality parameters will be 
tested on tankers and sent ahead 
to the receiving factory.

This will allow the factory to 
make the best use of incoming 
material as soon as it arrives, 
for example, information about 
casein will allow greater yield 
in cheese production. There are 
only three things that matter for 
the diary processor after product 
quality: yield, yield and yield,” 
says Mr. Parkin. However, he adds 
that the technology step change 
has not yet happened.

But changes are on the way. 
An example is in the use of spray 
drying technology. Mr. Parkin 
explains that nowadays the com-
pany runs 25 tons per hour milk 
powder drying plants, whereas 

20 years ago, five tons was con-
sidered huge.

 The vision of lights out manu-
facturing

 “Our vision is to have ‘Lights 
out manufacturing units (LOMU): 
the vision of fully automated fac-
tories,” says Max Parkin explain-
ing the concept of factories that 
are so automated, you can turn 
the lights off. Strategic alliances 
with key technology vendors are 
critical to success of the vision 
and the LOMU project is already 
rallying vendor and internal 
resources towards the collective 
goal. “LOMU is our “man on the 
moon,” says Max Parkin.

So, how far have Fonterra re-
alised its vision? One example is 
in plant mechanisation. A ‘lights 
out’ packing system for packing 
bags of milk powder has been 
developed. A successful prototype 
will shortly be extended to full 
use at a number of plants. An-
other success is in process control.

 Like Your Best Operator Hav-
ing His Best Day

Fonterra have implemented 
an automatic control system 
(APC). The APC system is a su-
pervisory control that sits on top 
of existing plant control system 
to provide ‘smarter’ control for 
optimal quality and minimal 
variation in the process. “It is like 
your best operator having a good 
day running the plant all the 
time,” says Max Parkin.

He explains how the system 
‘thinks’ for itself. It is linked to 
instrument in the plant that sup-
ply measurement information 
from critical control points. This 
is used to automatically control 

the process for optimum results. 
For instance, in milk powder 
plants, optimal moisture control 
on driers can be obtained based 
on information from routine 
measurements with infra red 
analysis instruments. The re-
sult is more consistent moisture 
content in products. Plus better 
yield efficiencies are achieved 
through smarter use of energy 
in the drying process. Around 113 
applications of the system have 
been deployed to date.

 Growing with the challenge
 On the subject of the future, 

Mr. Parkin says: “Because of 
external pressure we will see 
more technological change in the 
next 15 years than our industry 
has ever seen before. Probably 
thought, it is only through scale 
that advances can be taken ad-
vantage of.”

In this respect, a company like 
Fonterra may provide a model for 
others around the world in facing 
up to challenge such as declining 
European milk prices resulting 
from the WTO and EU reforms, 
shortages of qualified labour, 
consumer demands for product 
information and stricter regula-
tory demands. Fonterra plans 
to continue using technology to 
build-in product quality and safe-
ty throughout the supply chain. 
Systems like advanced process 
control will be made a way of life.

How low-paying jobs, weak safety nets reduce innovation & productivity
is growing, month after month 
after month. But wage growth is 
abysmal. So is productivity growth: 
not surprising in economies where 
there are lots of people on the job 
working for low pay.

The obvious conclusion, the 
one lots of people are drawing, 
is that the robot threat is totally 
overblown: the fantasy, perhaps, of 
a bubble-mad Silicon Valley — or an 
effort to distract from workers’ real 
problems, trade and excessive cor-
porate power. Generally speaking, 
the problem is not that we’ve got 
too much amazing new technology 
but too little.

This is not a straw man of my 
own invention. Robert Gordon 
makes this case. You can see Matt 
Yglesias make the same asser-
tion. Duncan Weldon, for his part, 
writes:

We are debating a problem we 
don’t have, rather than facing a 
real crisis that is the polar opposite. 
Productivity growth has slowed to 
a crawl over the last 15 or so years, 
business investment has fallen and 
wage growth has been weak. If the 
robot revolution truly was under 
way, we would see surging capital 
expenditure and soaring productiv-
ity. Right now, that would be a nice 
“problem” to have. Instead we have 
the reality of weak growth and 
stagnant pay. The real and pressing 
concern when it comes to the jobs 
market and automation is that the 
robots aren’t taking our jobs fast 
enough.

And in a recent blog post Paul 

Krugman concluded: I’d note, how-
ever, that it remains peculiar how 
we’re simultaneously worrying 
that robots will take all our jobs 
and bemoaning the stalling out of 
productivity growth. What is the 
story, really?

What is the story, indeed. Let 
me see if I can tell one. Last fall I 
published a book: “The Wealth of 
Humans”. In it I set out how rapid 
technological progress can coincide 
with lousy growth in pay and pro-
ductivity. Start with this:

Low labour costs discourage 
investments in labour-saving tech-
nology, potentially reducing pro-
ductivity growth.

 My background is in economic 
history. Economic historians often 
explain divergences in patterns 
of industrialisation by pointing to 
differences in labour costs. British 
workers were expensive relative 
to workers on the continent and 
relative to British energy. British 
firms therefore, had an incentive 
to develop and deploy new tech-
nologies that economised on labour 
and used a lot of energy: industri-
alisation! There’s more to the story 
than that, but that’s a pretty big 
component. Later something simi-
lar happened in America, where 
workers were even more expensive 
and resources even more abundant, 
and where the phenomenally 
productive “American system” of 
manufacturing therefore emerged.

We all sort of know this: that 
whether and how companies decide 
to develop and use technologies de-

pends on the costs they face. But we 
often forget it when it comes to de-
bates about robots and automation.

 Today, labour costs are relatively 
low. In real terms, wage growth has 
been close to imperceptible for most 
of the workforce since 2000, and in 
some cases going back much earlier. 
The real value of the minimum 
wage in America is quite low rela-
tive to what it was a half century 
ago. Now: it is also true that the 
cost of computing power and data 
storage has fallen, a lot. Perhaps 
unsurprisingly, the “capital share” of 
income has fallen by more in recent 
decades than the “labour share”. 
One could argue that because the 
cost of technology has fallen by 
more than the cost of labour, we 
ought to have seen mass automa-
tion if in fact digital technology is 
all it’s cracked up to be.

But the scarce factor isn’t capital 
equipment. What is expensive is 
the intangible capital that’s needed 
to overhaul production in ways 
that use cheap computing power 
to eliminate lots of jobs. It is compli-
cated to figure out how to get these 
systems working and operating in 
a way that generates profits. While 
labour is cheap, firms face little 
pressure to make those massive 
investments in intangible capital 
in order to automate key processes.

Returning to the industrial par-
allel, it was not the case that James 
Watt developed his steam engine 
and everyone said “great, this tech-
nology is clearly superior to every-
thing else and we will therefore use 

it all across the economy”. Rather, 
it was used in a small number of 
contexts in which the economics 
(expensive labour, cheap energy) 
pushed business owners to experi-
ment. Then, over time, engineers 
improved the technology and firms 
built up a wealth of knowledge 
about how to use it to make a buck. 
Then eventually the technology 
was so good that it began to be ad-
opted in places where labour costs 
were not all that high.

Cheap labour is reducing the 
incentive to push new technologies 
along a similar path.

The digital revolution is partly 
responsible for low labour costs.

The digital revolution has creat-
ed an enormous rise in the amount 
of effective labour available to firms. 
It has created an abundance of la-
bour. If you’re a company and your 
workforce is demanding higher pay 
or being difficult, you have many 
ways to get the labour you need 
without adding to your wage bill.

You can move work abroad. 
Technology enabled the growth of 
global supply chains, which helped 
bring billions of low-wage workers 
into the global labour force. You can 
restructure your business in ways 
which allow fewer, more skilled 
workers to use technology to do 
tasks which previously required 
lots of less-skilled workers; or you 
can restructure your business in 
ways that reduce the bargaining 
power of your employees, or reduce 
your obligations to them. And, of 
course, you can automate.

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.
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G
iven the structure of our so-
cial safety net, automation 
tends to increase poverty 
and inequality rather than 

unemployment.
People are worried about robots 

taking jobs. Driverless cars are 
around the corner. Restaurants and 
shops increasingly carry the option 
to order by touch screen. Google’s 
clever algorithms provide instant 
translations that are remarkably 
good.

But the economy does not feel 
like one undergoing a technology-
driven productivity boom. In the 
late 1990s, tech optimism was 
everywhere. At the same time, 
wages and productivity were rock-
eting upward. The situation now 
is completely different. The most 
recent jobs reports in America and 
Britain tell the tale. Employment 
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DANIEL OBI 

The Buhari brand and 2019 re-election

N
igerian politicians 
and the electorate 
are obsessed with 
filling political posi-
tions. Some people 

are really fixated on who oc-
cupies political positions for 
various reasons including tribal 
and association sentiment, al-
legiance, pecuniary gains and 
perhaps performance.

It was in attempt to douse 
these kinds of sentiments among 
Nigerians that President Mu-
hammadu Buhari, on his accep-
tance speech after election in 
2015 declared that “I belong to 
everybody and I belong to no-
body”.  This is to calm ethnic poli-
ticians’ nerves and make them 
to rethink their tribal ideology. 
But the protests that followed 
the President’s skewed appoint-
ments drove some Nigerians to 
start thinking that he belongs to 
some people.

Barely two years into Presi-
dent Buhari’s four years admin-
istration, discussions again are 
already ongoing about re-elec-
tion of the 74 year old president. 
Some notable politicians and 
other stakeholders have already 
endorsed him for second term 
because partly they possibly 
want to be seen supporting the 
president. It is not clear of other 
reasons that informed their de-
cision, but Nobel laureate, Wole 
Soyinka has described the early 
discussions on the re-election as 
disgusting.

“Why are we talking about 
second term for heaven’s sake? 
I don’t understand this. I refuse 
to be part of that discussion. I 

absolutely refuse to be part of 
the discussion”, the playwright 
was quoted to have said.

President Buhari’s party, the 
All Progressives Congress, APC 
made a lot of promises to Nigeri-
ans during his campaign to wres-
tle power from PDP. Looking 
back, there are still yawning gaps 
and no wonder some stakehold-
ers like Soyinka feel disgusted to 
discuss the re-election.

Buhari, understandably en-
joyed media support in his pre 
and post election.  But it is doubt-
ful whether the same media that 
promoted him two years ago 
would accord him such level of 
support in a possible re-election 
in 2019. Besides performance, 
some Nigerians see his poor 
health as reason to excuse him 
from re-contesting election in 
2019.

In taking over power in 2015, 
Buhari-led government spend 
over one year apportioning 
blame on who was responsible 
for the economic challenges. 
This heated up the polity and 
polarized discussions. After 
this, Nigerians expected the 
government to fold its sleeves 
for serious work. But having 
spent over two years already 
– one year for blames and an-
other one year for work - Ni-
gerians are yet to be satisfied 
on the economy, employment, 
security  and  government’s 
fight against corruption.

Soyinka who spoke to some 
journalists admitted that there 
is still a big question about the 
economy and on security, he 
said the average Nigerian feels 
less secure now than he did a 
few years ago.

However, some analysts who 

are craving that the president 
should not re-contest election 
in 2019 are basing their ar-
gument largely on his health. 
Bolaji Okussaga, CEO of Quad-
rant Company, a public relation 
agency advised the president 
to rest because of his health. 
He said eight years of work is 
intensive for the president and 
this could have implications for 
the economy.

Dare Ogunyombo of Brooks 
and Blakes, another PR agency 
based in Lagos said that even if 

Buhari has good intentions for 
the nation, his health may not 
allow him to achieve much.

Tosin Ayinde, a marketing 
communication consultant who 
threw his weight behind Buhari 
in 2015 is dancing new tune. 
“Buhari’s re-election would be 
disastrous for economy and the 
people. If not that impeachment 
is politicized, he should have 
been removed from office. This 
is on account of his ill health,  
poor performance and inepti-
tude on fight against corruption 

as nobody has been brought to 
book on account of corruption 
to serve as deterrent”

Another of Buhari’s loyalist, 
Afolabi Adewole of Media Man-
agers agency simply said that for 
President’s health he should not 
re-contest. Assessing Buhari’s 
performance, a  marketing con-
sultant who has adversely felt 
the economic challenges said he 
never knew things would turn 
out like this under this govern-
ment.

An indication of declining 
support is when  Buhari’s cabinet 
member, Aisha Alhassan who 
was not concerned of losing her 
job recently publicly declared 
support for another candidate, 
under the excuse of ‘godfather-
ism’.

Over the years, Nigerians 
have chosen their leaders based 
on, especially regional senti-
ment with less emphasis on 
qualities and capabilities and 
at the end the economy suffers. 
Will 2019 be different? Even 
when political parties zone 
their presidential candidates, 
Nigerians should demand for 
tested politicians who have 
managed businesses.

Nigerian economy needs seri-
ous attention as its international 
peers have outpaced the coun-
try. The nation cannot continue 
to play politics with its leader-
ship and that is why Soyinka 
feels disgusted about discussions  
on re-election.

Politicians, the media and 
entire citizenry need to join 
hands to enthrone capable lead-
ers come 2019 that would take 
the nation’s economy to another 
level for the benefit of Nigerians.

President Buhari

G
uinness Nigeria Plc 
has announced the ap-
pointment of four di-
rectors, as the foremost 

brewer re-energizes to optimize 
performance and execute its 
strategic growth plans. The ap-
pointments have taken effect.

 The appointees are Bola Ola-
jomi-Otubu, Human Resources 
Director; Colman Hanna, Supply 
Chain Director; Adenike Ade-
bola, Marketing and Innovation 
Director (Guinness and Spirits) 
and Jody Samuels-Ike, Market-
ing and Innovation Director 
(Innovation, Lager, Consumer 
Connections and APNADS). 

According to Guinness Nige-
ria in a statement, the appoin-
tees bring a solid combination of 
profound commercial and opera-
tional experience which would 
be instrumental in further re-
positioning the company as it 

important roles in Guinness 
Nigeria Plc,” Managing Director 
of the company, Peter Ndegwa, 
stated in the statment.  “They 
are not only the right entrants 

Guinness Nigeria strengthens management team with fresh appointments
navigates the current economic 
challenges in Nigeria to achieve 
sturdy growth and expansion.

 “I am delighted to welcome 
the new team to these very 

with the requisite experience, 
their collective expertise and 
leadership capacity will help the 
company to the next level as we 
continue the process of building 
Guinness Nigeria for growth and 
profitability.”

 Olajomi-Otubu has garnered 
over 18 years’ experience cutting 
across Consulting, FMCG, Avia-
tion and Financial services. She 
has previously held key senior 
level HR positions, which in-
clude Head of Human Resources 
at Bond Bank (now part of Skye 
Bank Plc), HR Director at Virgin 
Nigeria, Group HR Business 
Partner at Ecobank Capital and 
Group HR Business Partner, Eco-
bank Domestic Bank (Retail and 
Commercial Banking).

 Hanna, returning to Africa 
for another stint, was until his 
appointment the Vice Presi-
dent, Operations, Diageo US 

Virgin Islands (USVI) a com-
pany owned by Guinness Ni-
geria’s parent company. With 
36 years in the brewing and 
distilling industry, starting 
with Bass Ireland, Hanna has 
been with Diageo for 20 years. 
Prior to his role in the USVI, he 
was Head of Operations at Bell 
Brewery in Uganda and Brew-
ery Manager for two Serengeti 
Breweries in Tanzania. 

 Adebola has been part of 
the Guinness/Diageo business 
since 2005 when she left United 
Africa Company to join Guinness 
Nigeria as Senior Brand Manag-
er, Guinness Extra Smooth while

Samuels-Ike started her ca-
reer in Unilever as an Assistant 
Brand Manager and held roles in 
both Innovation and Marketing 
in the US and Mexico, before 
leaving as a Brand Manager for 
Good Year Tire & Rubber Co.
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When the church loses its 
sanctity as a place of refuge

T
he church is supposed to 
be a sanctuary for wor-
shippers who come for 
worship on a daily basis, 
seeking forgiveness for 

their sins and praying for grace 
to live above sin. As a sanctuary, 
the church ordinarily should be 
a place of safety, refuge, and most 
importantly, a sacred place.

However, series of events that 
are happening in Nigeria in the 
past couple months seem to ques-
tion the sanctity of the church as 
a place of refuge, especially the 
frequent attacks on the laity and 
the clergies who on their rights, 
represent God.

With the development, the 
church seems to have lost its hal-
low place of worship and now 
degraded to a place for all comers, 
and sadly a few who come to 
attack its sacredness. There are 
countless stories of robbery in the 
church where offerings collected 
during service and other belong-
ings of the church were stolen, 
sometimes by members of the 
church.   

On September 1, 2017, the news 
broke about Rev. Fr. Cyriacus 
Onunkwo, a Catholic priest from 
the Orlu Catholic Diocese in Imo 
State, whose body was recovered 
24 hours after he was abducted 
by gunmen.

Earlier before the death of Rev. 
Fr. Onunkwo, the same gunmen 
who were alleged to have abduct-
ed him, attacked three Catholic 
priests who by chance cheated 
death after the robbers stormed 
the parish house of St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church, Umualumaku, 
Ehime Mbano Local Government 
Area, of Imo State.

One of the attacked priests, 
Rev. Fr. Innocent Obiukwu, a 
resident priest, was seeking ref-
uge in the parish with Rev. Fr. 
Anthony Dieme, the parish priest 
of St. Joseph and his curate, Rev. 
Fr. Christian Obioha, after surviv-
ing Boko Haram insurgents in the 
Northeast.

 Recalled that in 2016, Rev. Fr. 
John Adeyi, the Vicar General of 

the Catholic Diocese of Otukpo, in 
Benue State like Rev. Fr. Onunk-
wo, was not lucky enough as he 
was also found dead two months 
after his abductors collected N2m 
ransom in June of that year.

Rev. Fr. Adeyi’s decomposing 
body was recovered by a search 
party behind an office complex 
at Ogbadibo Local Government 
Education Authority at Otukpa, 
his hometown.  Adeyi who was 
abducted at Odoba village, along 
the Otukpo-Enugu road was on 
peacemaking mission in response 
to his bishop’s request, Bishop Mi-
chael Apochi, the Catholic Bishop 
of Otukpo to mediate between 
the parishioners and parish priest 
of Odoba.  

However, the priest had suc-
cessfully carried out his bishop’s 
assignment of resolving the crisis 
in Odoba parish and was return-
ing home, when the gunmen 
on motorcycle, intercepted his 
vehicle and abducted him to an 
unknown destination.

These gunmen made an over-
ture to his family demanding 
that N2 million ransom. They 
however failed to release him 
to his family after the ransom 
was paid, only for his body to be 
recovered two months after he 
was abducted.

Clerics react
In his reaction, Reverend Jo-

seph Adebola of the Church of 
God Mission, Okoko Zonal head-
quarters Lagos, said churches 

must take control of the security 
of their places of worship. Accord-
ing to him, the church leadership 
cannot wait on the government, 
as it is accountable for the lives 
of those worshipers who come 
into the church to seek refuge. 
“The government must also put 
in place measures to nip in the 
bud incessant attacks on clerics 
and the church in general, he said.

For Reverend Wole Fagbemijo, 
Pastor in charge of the Abundant 
Life Baptist Church, Isherri, La-
gos, the main challenge before 
Christians now is the unprovoked 
attack on preachers of the gospel 
and the church. “But, to be candid 
the church is suppose to have 
minimal kind of security that 
can protect the properties of the 
church and the people.”

According to him, the church 
has been preoccupied with rais-
ing role models for nation build-
ing, and for a stronger Nigeria. 
“As we know, there are so many 
things that are wrong now with 
the people who go by the label 
of pastors, but still the Bible says 
touch not my anointed and do my 
prophet no harm,” he stated.

However, Professor Magnus 
Atilade, President and Archbish-
op of Gospel Baptist Conference of 
Nigeria and Oversees, in a recent 
interview, urged Christians to 
support the Christian Association 
of Nigeria (CAN) in all its activities 
to strengthen the body of Christ 
in the country. 

SEYI JOHN SALAU

F
amous Gospel Proclaim-
ers Ministries, a pente-
costal mission with pas-
sion for souls, is celebrat-

ing its 16th anniversary and 6th 
convention today with a special 
birthday thanksgiving service at 
the church auditorium behind 
Ajuwon Police Station, Ajuwon, 
Ogun State. The 5-day 3-in-one 
event started with ministers sec-
tions on Wednesday to mark the 
church existence and prepare it 

Famous Gospel Proclaimers Ministries marks 16th anniversary
for challenges ahead.

Reverend Bukola Oluwagbe-
miga, Founding Pastor, Famous 
Gospel Proclaimers Ministries, 
while speaking about the church 
anniversary at a media parley, 
said the celebration themed ‘Am 
anointed and honoured confer-
ence’ is an opportunity for his 
family to celebrate God’s faith-
fulness in the ministry.

According to him, the confer-
ence that started on Wednesday 

is packaged to affect the wor-
shippers at the anniversary con-
ference. “We want participants 
to walk in excellence and speak 
with anointing. There is going 
to be ministers sections by 9am, 
Fire revival nights by 6pm and 
a special birthday thanksgiving 
service on today by 12 noon,” 
he said.

Ngozi Oluwagbemiga, co-
founder and wife of the found-
ing pastor, in her remarks, 

extol God’s faithfulness on the 
family in the past 16 years, as 
they look ahead for a brighter 
future. “I believe the glory of 
the latter house shall be greater 
than the former just as the 
scriptures said. And, may the 
spirit of excellence operate in 
and through us in all ramifica-
tions in the name of the Lord 
Jesus,” she stated.

Speaking further on the con-
ference, Ngozi said the confer-

ence addressed the challenges 
facing ministry and ministers 
alike, however looked at king-
dom principles for new strategic 
apostolic heaven positioned 
ministerial work.

 “When the church leadership 
is structured, its congregation is 
bound to become complaint to 
national development gestures, 
producing well behaved citizens 
and healthy mind set followers,” 
she concludes.

“All sorts of people are now 
operating churches-people with-
out training and people who are 
not spiritually called as some 
see churches as business. You 
can also see the state of today’s 
church regarding those who build 
or fund it, for instance the recent 
church massacre and the alleged 
report about the person that built 
it is the sorry state we have found 
the church. This is why we need 
to strengthen the umbrella body 
of Christians and I use this oppor-
tunity to call on Christians to sup-
port CAN’s operations,” he said.

 Church sanctuary: The pro-
tection of a holy place

The church for centuries had 
been a holy place to seek for pro-
tection by persecuted people, even 
for those condemned by human 
laws for various crimes, and this 
has been part of many human so-
cieties. Those fleeing often sought 
safety in temples, shrines, or other 
sanctuaries. 

In most of the European na-
tions, their laws accommodated 
the term as early as in the Middle 
Ages. By law, all churches of-
fered some level of sanctuary, but 
churches under the protection of 
the crown – such as Notre Dame 
in Paris and Westminster Abbey 
and York Minster in England, 
were especially safe from legal 
interference.

However, medieval church 
sanctuary required in most cases, 
that the person seeking refuge 

from prosecution appear on the 
church doorstep to formally re-
quest for it. Nevertheless, certain 
variations included placing one 
hand on the altar or on a ‘sanctu-
ary cross’ located on or near the 
church grounds.

He or she is requested to sur-
render any weapon being carried 
if refuge was granted, entered 
into the church to live. Dur-
ing the period of sanctuary, the 
person seeking refuge had 30 to 
40 days to decide whether he or 
she would surrender to authori-
ties and face trial or plead guilty. 
Those who pled guilty were 
required to confess their sins and 
leave the country immediately, 
on pain of excommunication (as 
well as secular punishment).

Not to be confused with “sanc-
tuary cities”

In the United States (U.S.), and 
in some other Western cities 
across the world the so called 
“sanctuary cities” are municipali-
ties where local leadership votes 
not to allow local law enforce-
ment, like the police departments, 
county sheriffs to cooperate with 
federal Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) officers in car-
rying out deportation orders for 
undocumented immigrants.

While the church is to provide 
protection from sin and evil, 
these sanctuary cities like the 
churches are built to protect il-
legal immigrants with economic 
viability from deportation to their 
own country, thereby providing 
shelter and safety nets from law 
enforcement.

In sanctuary cities, law en-
forcement does not question 
immigration status when mak-
ing everyday traffic stops, for 
example. However, the sanctuary 
cities, like they have in the U.S. 
and other places are not to be 
mistaken for a church, a body of 
congregation of worshippers as a 
sanctuary.

This sanctuary, called church 
is the haven of worshippers seek-
ing favour from the Supreme Be-
ing, the creator and giver of life. 
As they go for worship, they how-
ever seek reprieve for misdeed and 
wrongs committed. 



L-R: Tunde Oduwole, executive producer, Gula; Olusegun Obasanjo, ex-Nigerian President and author, ‘The Story of Baba 
Ali, and Tunji Sotimirin, veteran actor/comedian, acting as Obasanjo in Gula,  during the Gula On Stage press conference 
in Lagos recently.

Africa’s biggest telenove-
la, Battleground, hits 
the 100th episode mile-

stone on Friday September 
15, 2017! An intriguing tale of 
the Bhadmus family and their 
friends and foes, Battleground 
weaves the plot of business, 
family, love, politics, power, 
wealth and loss into a show 
that continues to captivate au-
diences in Nigeria and beyond.

Proudly sponsored by Glo, 
Battleground features an en-
semble cast including vet-
eran and talented rising stars. 
Gbenga Titiloye plays the 
respected yet maligned patri-
arch, Kolade Bhadmus, while 
Shaffy Bello plays his wife, the 
classy, glamorous and schem-
ing Adaora. Yinka Davies 
plays the role of Cissy, Kolade’s 
second wife, while the legend-
ary Joke Silva is ‘Mama Egba’, 
his respected older sister.

Indeed, since its premiere in 
May 2017, Battleground has 
continued to thrill audiences 
with its many plot twists and 

Battleground hits 100!

OBINNA EMELIKE
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The captivating true-life 
account of ex-president 
Olusegun Obasanjo on 

his encounter with one of the 
most dreaded criminals in 
Northern Nigeria during his 
incarceration is set for staging 
as a play titled ‘Gula!’

The stage play, which is 
based on the book ‘The Story 
of Baba Ali’ written by the ex-
Nigerian President, will show 
for the first time ever to the 
Nigerian audience. It aims to 
recapture and draw out vital 
lessons from Obasanjo’ experi-
ence while in incarceration.

While in prison in Yola, 
Obasanjo had selected a few 
inmates to interview in order 
to understand their journey to 
jail. He made efforts to influ-
ence and if possible, reverse 
their accelerated downward 
spiral to self-destruction.

Obasanjo recalled his en-
counter with one of the in-
mates, ‘Baba Ali’, a leader of 
a ruthless criminal gang in 
Northern Nigeria and part of 
Cameroun that was imprisoned 
together with him. Baba Ali was 
the son of a missionary, but he 
became a cruel armed robber 

Gula, a play on Obasanjo’s experience 
in prison goes on stage in Lagos

who dined with the devil and 
had both the police and judi-
ciary in his pocket. However, 
through encouragement and 
preaching, Obasanjo success-
fully change Baba Ali to a 
better person.

Speaking at a media par-
ley heralding the stage play, 
which held recently at Terra 

Kulture Lagos, the former 
President noted that Gula on 
Stage is replete with impor-
tant lessons for families, gov-
ernment institutions, policy 
makers, institutions and gov-
ernments.

“There are so many lessons 
draw from Gula! For me what 
lessons can we learn individu-

ally, collectively and as a coun-
try. It does not matter how bad 
a man may be, you can change 
or improve him. There is an op-
portunity of a second chance for 
such person”, Obasanjo said as he 
urged everyone to see the play.

Also present at the media 
parley are; Tunde Oduwole; 
veteran actor/comedian, and 

the executive producer of the 
stage play, Tunji Sotimirin (who 
plays the character Obasanjo 
in Gula); Paul Adams, Nolly-
wood star, among other guests 
from the cinema and movie 
industry.

Oduwole, the executive 
producer, described Gula as a 
story of courage, hope, taking 
responsibility and of second 
chances. “While in incarcera-
tion, Obasanjo’s life was hang-
ing in the balance but rather 
than allow fear, depression, 
self-pity, or loneliness to engulf 
him, Obasanjo in a rare display 
of humanity, took a personal 
responsibility to understand 
why the prison was full of 
young people”.

O d u w o l e  a l s o  t h a n ke d 
Obasanjo, the author of “The 
Story of Baba Ali” for taking 
the difficult challenge of docu-
menting this unique experience 
for generations to come and for 
giving him the right to produce 
this play. The stage play is di-
rected by Kenneth Uphopho.

Gula premieres on Septem-
ber 30, 2017 at Terra Kulture, 
Victoria Island, Lagos, and will 
also show twice daily starting 
from October 1, 7 and 8, 2017 at 
same venue.

relatable storylines and char-
acters; viewers have grown to 
form bonds with the already 
memorable characters and 

the respective love and busi-
ness factions (are you #team-
MLA or #teamBBP? Are you 
#teamtemeka?). The story 

continues to unfold and the 
100th episode, besides being 
a landmark event, promises 
surprising twists and develop-

ments. So make sure you tune 
in exclusively to Africa Magic 
Showcase (DStv 151) this Fri-
day at 8pm!



Finding Adaora returns to the 
theatre for Independence 2017

Euro Global bond with community at Ita Oba Day

The critically acclaimed stage play, 
Finding Adaora, will add colour to 
Nigeria’s Independence celebra-

tions as it is set to hold from October 6-7, 
2017 at the Muson centre in Lagos.

The play is produced by 2 Masks & a 
Griot Theatre Company (2MG) and sup-
ported by Temple Management Com-
pany. It is helmed by the creative duo 
of Roli Ukwu and Segun Michaels and 
features talented thespians Tosan Ugbeye 
and Toyin Oshinaike.

With Finding Adaora and her other 
plays, 2MG seeks to build ‘communities of 
theatre’ which support the development 
and promotion of culture and art for the 
sake of improved lifestyles. Its lofty ideal 
is to also ‘shine a light on the importance 
of unity within our inter-ethnic relations, 
as well as, the strength of our Nigerian-
ness’.

Directed by Chidi Ukwu, the play 
is about a conflicted British woman of 
African descent, who comes to Nigeria in 
search of identity, only to find that skin 
colour is not the first or most important 
classification of human affinity.

Her unique encounters at the hands 
of her Nigerian driver, Udoka, and his 
spurious side-kick, Emem, force her to 
rethink her values and the meaning of 
being African.

When she chooses to change her 
name and adopt Nigeria as her home, she 

Euro Global, Foods & Distilleries, a 
leading distillery and marketing 
company added colour, glamour and 

excitement to the 26th edition of Ita Oba 
Day celebrations in Ota, Ogun State, as it 
organised a raffle draw for hundreds of 
the local people as part of bonding with 
the host community.

The raffle draw, which offered consum-
ers opportunity to win various gift items, 
also enabled them to freely sample some 
of the company’s products.

In the raffle draw, any of the attendees 
of the Ita Oba Day who buys any of the 
Euro Global products on display, were 
asked to pick a raffle note and whatever 
is written in the paper is their prize. The 
winners went away with gift items like 
plastic bowls, face caps, umbrellas, wrist 
bands, exercise books, free drinks, t-shirts, 
biros, lunch boxes and others.

Speaking at the occasion, Femi Odusile, 
regional sales manager, Foods and Distill-
eries, said the essence of the exercise was to 
further create a unique bonding between 
the leading distillery company and the 
people of Ota, and Ogun State, who have 
been a good host to the company over the 
years.

He noted that Euro Global, a subsidiary 
of Sona Group of Companies, has always 
enjoyed good relationship and patronage 
from the people of the town as they are 
hospitable and accommodating.

Consequently, Odusile said, “Identify-
ing with the local people on a great event 
like Ita Oba Day was one practical way 
Euro Global can express love and appre-
ciation to the people as well as promoting 

in our history.”
Finding Adaora opens on Friday 

October 6, 2017 with a command per-
formance at the MUSON centre in Lagos, 
and follow-up performances on Saturday 
October 7, 2017 at 3pm and 6pm.

gesture. “It was a pleasant surprise to me 
when after buying its products, one of 
the company staff members asked me to 
come and pick a wrapped up paper and 
to my pleasure, I discovered I won a car-
ton of Seaking Premium Schnapps. As a 
member of the organizing committee for 
this Ita Day, I can confirm that this com-
pany has added more excitement to this 
year’s event. We are very grateful to the 
management.”

Another winner, Azeez Nosiru ex-
pressed appreciation to Euro Global for 
“donating” a plastic bowl to him after 
buying one of its products on display. He 
pledged to patronise the company’s prod-
ucts anywhere he sees them.

As well, chairman of the Organising 
Committee, Azeem A. Bello, commended 
Euro Global and other corporate sponsors 
and supporters for adding glamour to the 
event.

Euro Global Foods and Distilleries 
Limited, a member of Sona Group of Com-
panies, was incorporated on 20th of July, 
2006, is a leading player in the business 
of producing, packaging and marketing 
various ranges of distilled spirits, wines, 
soft drinks as well as various blends of 
Ready-to-Drink (RTDs) to satisfy the 
varying tastes and palates of the Nigerian 
consumers.

Some of the leading brands in the 
company’s products portfolio are: Seak-
ing Schnapps, Brave Heart, Sabrina, Blue 
Lagoon, Czar Vodka, Czar Ice, Power Bit-
ters, St. Almanac, Julius Lite, Amphora, 
Savana, Aqua Euro Water, Golden Choco 
among others.

gets more than she bargained for.
Roli Ukwu, the playwright, describes 

Finding Adaora as a ‘voyage into the 
centre of identity.’ “This is a story that 
everyone can relate to because at its core 
it is all about self-discovery,” Ukwu said. “I 

their culture and tradition”.
Speaking further on the objective of the 

raffle draw, the company’s sales director, 
Felix Aighobahi, said the initiative has 
become an important aspect of business 
management and community relations 
with consumers always expecting busi-
nesses to do more and help while also 
providing the best products and services.

Aighobahi said, “This means no com-
pany has any reason not to do their part 

by helping host communities and should 
make concerted effort to giving something 
back to the people. This will not only sup-
port others but will also satisfy customers’ 
desire to patronize firms that have strong 
relationships and recognize the impor-
tance of helping good causes.

Many of the winners commended Euro 
Global for its generosity.

Samson Ogunnaike commended the 
company for coming up with such a 

L-R: Femi Odusile, regional sales manager, Euro Global Foods and Distilleries Ltd., presenting company 
product to Azeem Bello, chairman, planning committee, Ita-Oba Day; Felix Aighobahi, director of sales, 
Euro Global Foods and Distilleries Ltd.; Samson Ogunnaike, committee member, and Lateef  Deinde 
during the company’s corporate support for Ita-Oba Day celebration in Ota, Ogun State.  
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think the story is really relevant because 
we live in a time where significant por-
tions of our populace query the strength 
of the ties that bind us as a people; 
wholesome definitions of our identity 
are needed now more than ever before 

OBINNA EMELIKE



Arts

R
iding on the success 
of last year’s edition 
of MUSON Festival of 
Arts, the Music Soci-
ety of Nigeria Centre, 

popularly called MUSON Centre, 
is set to thrill lovers of the arts, and 
the general public to yet another 
exciting edition of its annual Fes-
tival of Arts.

Now in its 21st edition, the festi-
val, which has established itself as 
a unique Nigerian cultural and ar-
tistic event over the past 20 years, 
is focusing is on how to ensure its 
long term sustainability, particu-
larly under the current challeng-
ing economic climate in Nigeria.

Speaking at a media confer-
ence heralding the festival, Arch. 
KitoyiIbare-Akinsan  chairman, 
Festival 2017 Planning Commit-
tee, noted that the 21st edition of 
the festival is spiced with many 
exciting activities.

The festival, according to him, 
commences on October 18, 2016 
with MusiQuest/Youth Concert, 
a platform to showcase and en-
courage several young musician 
talents that are constantly emerg-
ing in Nigeria.

As well, the concert is a com-
petition that provides a platform 
of self-expression for the young 
budding artistes and also MU-
SON’s modest contribution to 
the national effort at discovering 
and nurturing of youths. The 
highpoint of the concert, which is 
partly sponsored by Stanbic IBTC, 
according to the chairman of the 
planning committee, will be the 
final phase of the competition on 
October 18, 2017 where winners 
in will emerge in Pianoforte, Voice 
and other Instruments categories.

On October 18 will flag off 
the final phase of this competi-
tion. There are three categories 

MUSON sets to thrill with Festival of Arts
of Pianoforte, Voice and other 
Instruments. Apart from being a 
competition for attractive prizes, 
it is also a concert of very inter-
esting musical selections. The 
MusiQuest is partly sponsored by 
Stanbic IBTC.

Our unique personality pro-
gramme, My Kind of Music, a 
unique personality programme, 
will debut on October 19, and tak-
ing guests on a musical journey 
through the memories, experienc-
es and life philosophies of Ingo Her-
bert, German Consul-General, a 
member of the diplomatic commu-
nity in Nigeria and a great friend of 
MUSON, and three Nigerians who 
have distinguished themselves in 
their chosen areas of endeavour in-
cluding: Opunimi Akinkugbe, CEO, 
Bestman Games; former Banker, 
Bolanle Austen-Peters, lawyer and 
CEO, BAP Productions and Pastor 
ItuahIghodalo, managing partner, 
SIAO and Pastor-in Charge, Trinity 
House.

Speaking further on other pro-
grammes of the festival, KitoyiI-
bare-Akinsan said, this year’s 
Chevron Festival Drama is The 
Engagement written by Sefi Atta. 
“It is about a family at odds on the 
day of their daughter’s traditional 
engagement ceremony, and will 
be staged at the Agip Recital Hall 
on October 21, 2017 by the Jos 
Repertory Theatre, directed by Dr. 
Patrick-Jude Oteh. KitoyiIbare-
Akinsan commended Chevron 
Nigeria Limited for sponsoring 
The Chevron Festival Drama 
since 2001.

Another enthralling event is 
The TOTAL Festival Gala Concert. 
The concert, which holds on Oc-
tober 22 will feature the MUSON 
Symphony Orchestra, conducted 
by the virtuoso Visiting Conduc-
tor Walter-Michael Vollhardt and 
the MUSON Choir, conducted by 
its veteran Conductor, Sir Emeka 

Nwokedi in a combined perfor-
mance that promises to live up 
to the reputation of the TOTAL 
Festival Gala Concerts.

As well, The TOTAL Festival 
Concert has been sponsored since 
2002 by Total E&P Nigeria Ltd.

But one event people look for-
ward to attend is the MUSON Day. 
This year’s edition, which prom-
ises to outdo last year’s event, is 
scheduled for October 25. This 
event is a special members’ day, 
set aside to mark the founding 
of MUSON and it will feature a 
concert followed by cocktails, 
also serves as an interactive forum 
for members, their friends and 
families. KitoyiIbare-Akinsan 
disclosed that for the first time, 
this year’s programme will feature 
a special ceremony during which 
new members will be formally 
welcomed into the Society.
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Lovers of jazz will be having 
more fun at a Jazz Party on Octo-
ber 27, an party organised in col-
laboration with the Winehouse 
Jazz Family. It will be an evening 
of Jazz music and partying to the 
music of the Winehouse Band, 
the MUSON School Jazz Band and 
guest artistes.

The grand finale of the this 
year’s edition of the MUSON Fes-
tival of Arts will debut on October 
29, 2017 with an enthralling per-
formance of the Opera: La fille du 
Regiment by Donizetti, directed 
by Nigeria’s ace Opera Singer, 
Teacher and Director, Joseph 
Oparamanuike.

Expressing his appreciation to all 
who made the journey of MUSON 
very interesting and successful 
over the past 21 years, Gboyega 
Banjo, chief executive officer, 
MUSON,  said,“We are gratified 

by the fact that the Festival has, 
over the past twenty years, estab-
lished itself as a unique Nigerian 
cultural and artistic event. We 
will continue to do all we can to 
earn the continued support of 
our old partners while exploring 
opportunities for recruiting new 
ones who share our passion for 
promoting the arts in Nigeria.

“We will also continue to open 
the Festival to other stakehold-
ers in the Nigerian arts industry 
who may wish to partner with 
us by contributing their funded 
events to our annual Festival 
programmes”.

Hence, the MUSON CEO invites 
the public to come, settle down 
and enjoy the offerings of classi-
cal music, opera, jazz, drama and 
other favourites carefully pack-
aged for their delight in the 21st 
MUSON Festival programme.
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Leading video entertainment 
company, MultiChoice Nige-
ria, has unveiled Nollywood 

actress, Somkele Iyamah-Idhalama, 
as the latest brand ambassador of its 
DStvExplora 2.

The Nollywood IT girl will play 
lead roles in soon to be released 
DStvExplora 2 campaign materials, 
which include TV, Out-of-home, 
digital, radio and press adverts. As 
ambassador, Somkele will further 
promote the exciting features of 
the all new, sleek and cool decoder 
such as the BoxOffice and Catch Up 
services.

“Somkele is a great fit for the 
brand”, said John Ugbe, managing 
director, MultiChoice Nigeria. “She 
is a talented actress and we have 
watched her career take a tremen-
dous leap! Her uniqueness and 
creativity as an actress coupled with 
her passion for excellence exempli-
fies the essence of the latest model of 
our DStvExplora”, he said.

Speaking on the features of the 

Somkele Iyamah now face of DStv Explora 2
enjoy Nollywood and other block-
buster movies on BoxOffice and 
catch up on their favorite movies, 
sports, kiddies and general entertain-
ment shows on Catch Up. The DStv-
Explora 2 is currently up for grabs at 
an offer for a limited time only.

Winner of the Trailblazer award 
in the 2017 AfricaMagic Viewers’ 
Choice Awards (AMVCA), Somkele-
has warmed her way into the hearts 
of Nigerians and Africans in general 
with her brilliant interpretations of 
various roles in both movies and TV 
series. A Nigerian born actress, she 
came into prominence as a support-
ing actress on NdaniTV’s hit web se-
ries Gidi Up, where she acted the role 
of Yvonne, the Fashion Designer.But 
it was not until 2016 that her roles in 
93 Days, The Wedding Party and,The 
Arbitrationmade her a name to be 
reckoned with as she became the 
first female international rising star 
at the 2016 Toronto International 
Film Festival (TIFF).

DStvExplora 2, Ugbe said custom-
ers will experience every picture-
perfect moment in crystal clear HD. 

“With the fast forward, rewind, 
instant replay and slow motion 
functions, the Explora 2 gives you 

a whole new way to control your 
entertainment”, he enthused.

Customers can also rent and 
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Halimah Yacob joins the league of female presidents

E
v e r y  w o m a n 
c a n  a s p i r e  t o 
the highest of-
fice in the land 
when you have 

the courage, determina-
tion and will  to work 
hard,”  thes e were the 
words of Halimah Yacob 
who was declared Singa-
pore’s eighth president 
on Wednesday after she 
was selected instead of 
being elected as no votes 
were cast.

Yacob, 63, is the first 
woman to o c cupy the 
president’s  offic e and 
also the first Malay pres-
ident of Singap ore for 
almost five decades, the 
last being Yusof Ishak, 
president  in  the f irst 
five years of the city-
state ’s  indep endenc e, 
from 1965 to 1970 whose 
image adorns the coun-
try’s banknotes.

Coming at a time when 
the world is screaming 
and calling for the inclu-
sion of more females in 
governance and politics, 
it is huge and a great step 
in the right dire ction; 
though the process lead-
ing to her emergence as 
president is flawed.

H a l i m a h  j o i n s  t h e 
likes of Helie Thorning-
Schmidt, prime minister 
of D enmark, Yingluck 
Shinawatra, prime min-
ister of Thailand;  An-
gela Merkel, Chancellor 
o f  G e r m a ny ;  C r i s t i n a 
Fernandez de Kirchner, 
president of Argentina; 
Dilma Roussef, President 
of Brazil; Julia Gillard, 
Prime minister of Austral-
ia; Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 
president of Liberia; Sheik 
Hasina Wajed, Prime Min-
ister of Bangladesh; Johan-
na Sigurdardottir, prime 
minister of Iceland; Laura 
Chinchilla, president of 
Costa Rica; Tarja Halonen, 
President of Finland; Dalia 
Grybauskaite, President 
of Lithuania and Kamla 
Persad-Bissessar, Prime 
minister of Trinidad and 
Tobago.

Some people may be 
upset about the system 
which threw her up as 
the president, but Halima’s 
story is one of determina-
tion and consistency. She 

didn’t have it easy grow-
ing up and indeed if she 
were lily-livered, would 
have thrown in the towel 
or resigned herself to the 
life fate dealt her at birth.

Chronicling Halima’s 
road to presidency, Melissa 
Zhu, reporter with Chan-
nels News Asia, says Hali-
mah, the youngest of five 
children, was just eight 
years old when her father, 
a watchman, died. Her 
mother became the sole 
breadwinner, helping out 
at a food stall before dawn 
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till late at night.
“From 10 years old, my 

hours outside of school 
were sp ent b eing my 
mother’s assistant: clean-
ing, washing, clearing ta-
bles and serving custom-
ers, and I am a better per-
son for it,” Halimah wrote 
in her bio on her website. 
“I have experienced pov-
erty firsthand and know 
how debilitating it can be 
as you struggle to survive, 
to put food on the table 
and also grapple with the 
uncertainty of the future 

on a daily basis. It limits 
your choices but also tem-
pers your determination 
to succeed.”

In Secondary 2, she was 
nearly kicked out of Singa-
pore Chinese Girls’ School 
for missing to o many 
classes. “That was one of 
the worst moments of 
my life. But I told myself, 
‘Stop wallowing in self-
pity, pick yourself up and 
move on,” Halimah said in 
a recent interview.

She later went on to 
attend Tanjong Katong 
Girls’ School and graduat-
ed from the University of 
Singapore with a law de-
gree, subsequently obtain-
ing her Master of Laws at 
the National University of 
Singapore.

Her career began in 
1978 with the National 
Trades Union Congress, 
where she served in vari-
ous roles for three dec-
ades, eventually rising to 
become the labour move-
ment’s deputy secretary-
general.

She entered politics at 
the urging of then-Prime 
Minister Goh Chok Tong 
in 2001, and was elected 
Member of Parliament 
(MP) for the Jurong Group 
Representation Constitu-
ency (GRC). Ten years later, 
she was given the port-
folio of Minister of State 
for the then-Ministry of 
Community Development, 
Youth and Sports.

Over the years, she has 
advocated for women’s 
rights, spoke up on sen-
ior citizens and mental 
health issues, and served 
as patron to associations 
such as Club HEAL and 
PPIS (Singapore Muslim 
Women’s Association).

Prior to announcing 
her intention to run as 
President last month, Hali-
mah was serving as both 
Speaker of Parliament 
and MP for Marsiling-Yew 
Tee GRC - both roles she 
has since relinquished, 
but she did not have to 
face an election for the 
largely ceremonial post 
after authorities decided 
her rivals did not meet 
eligibility criteria.

In celebration of her, 
Twitter launched a special 
emoji for her- the first for 
a female head of state any-

where in the world, and 
it’s is pretty adorable. In it, 
she is seen decked out in a 
red headscarf and a while 
cap- Singapore’s national 
colours. She also gets a 
little star pin on her head-
scarf, a prominent symbol 
in the country’s flag.

Five people had origi-
nally put their names for-
ward for the presidency 
and the government had 
scheduled an election to 
take place on September 
23, 2017. While two were 
quickly eliminated as they 
were not Malay, the other 
two contenders, Salleh 
Marican and Farid Khan, 
were both denied eligibil-
ity, having fallen short of 
a constitutional rule that 
required any candidate 
from the private sector to 
have led a company with 
shareholder equity of at 
least 500 million Singa-
pore dollars (372 million 
dollars).

While some have ap-
plauded the historic mo-
ment, the election has also 
drawn public criticism due 
to what was seen as a lack 
of democratic process.

After being pronounced 
as president-elect, Yacob 
addressed the concerns 
about the selection pro-
cess, saying, “I’m a presi-
dent for everyone. Al-
though there’s no election, 
my commitment to serve 
you remains the same.”

She also thanked her 
supporters, saying it is “a 
proud moment for Singa-
pore, for multiculturalism 
and multiracialism,” while 
insisting that her status 
as Singapore’s first female 
president was “not just 
tokenism.”

The president is vested 
with the responsibility of 
overseeing the country’s 
national asset reserves but 
does not hold any of the 
executive powers of the 
prime minister or mem-
bers of the cabinet.

According to reports, 
authorities decided to al-
low only candidates from 
the Malay community to 
put themselves forward 
for the presidency to foster 
harmony in the city-state 
of 5.5 million people that 
is dominated by ethnic 
Chinese, and give more op-
portunities to minorities.

39C002D5556 SUNDAYBD Sunday 17 September 2017

“



Women’sWorld
WIMA urges women to play more active roles in society

The Women in Manage-
ment & Leadership As-
sociation, (WIMA) have 

called on women in the country 
to rise up to governance by get-
ting the prerequisite skills and 
trainings. The call was made 
during the association’s annual 
event, organised by the main-
land /Unilag chapter of WIMA.

At the 2-day seminar which 
held at the Federal College of 
Technology, Lagos, the keynote 
speakers,  professors Ayo At-
senuwa and Risikat Oladoyin 
Dauda, dean faulty of law and 
head of department, econom-
ics, faculty of social sciences 
respectively, both emphasized 
the need for women to brace 
up to the great roles of being 
transformational leaders.

Prof R.O.S Dauda, while 
speaking on the topic, ‘Skill-
ing women for leadership and 
governance’, said “We live in a 

about and equipping others for 
leadership.

Both speakers also charged 
women to become leaders and 
play active roles in the affairs of 
the country.

Dr Taiwo Ipaye, registrar, Uni-

versity of Lagos and chief host 
of the event asked women to 
wakeup character wise.

“Get out from your comfort 
zone- have a vision and identify 
with it. You project yourself by 
adding value, not by being inad-
equate,” she admonished, while 
also urging them to add value 
to other people’s lives as well 
as the organization where they 
belonged.

During the question and an-
swer session, the question was 
asked, “How do women without 
money participate in politics?”

She also stressed the need 
for women to be great planners, 
silent workers, impactful and 
value adding personalities; citing 
personal examples from her life.

In the same vein, wife of the 
vice chancellor, Adedoja Bello, 
who was also mother of the day, 
challenged women to help fel-
low women rather than look for 
ways to deliberately pull them 
down.
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The busy woman’s guide to a fit & healthy body

W
o r ko ut  t h e y 
say, eat healthy 
meals they say, 
but how easy 
is it to live this 

way?
With life’s demands and the 

daily struggle to keep up, it is 
sometimes easier said than done 
to incorporate fitness and eating 
healthy into an already choked 
up routine.

Until you find your ‘why’, you 
will always have an excuse not 
to exercise and eat healthy. Your 
‘why’ may be any of these: weight 
loss, toned look, curvaceous body, 
healthy body, being strong as you 
age or beating diseases…. The trick 
is to find your reason. That is what 
will propel you to action when 
you’re down and out.

I also understand how being 
a 9-5 working woman, entrepre-
neur and possibly a mum can 
place demands on you, making it 
harder to think and care for your-
self. But you have to understand 
that life is precious and every day 
you put your health on the line 
is one more day you can never 
get back.

You don’t have to go to the gym 
and sweat it out for one hour eve-
ry day to get most of your fitness; 
25-30 minutes is good enough, at 
least four times a week. You can 
even go 10 minutes for starters 
and then progress to 30 minutes.

Here are some tricks to get you 
going.

Drink more water
You’ve probably heard this be-

fore. Water is great for weight loss 
and healthy living. Not only does 
it keep you hydrated, it serves as a 
gentle detoxifier for your insides. 

Spice things up by squeezing 
lemon or slicing your favourite 
fruits in to make sweetened water.

Give it 10-15 minutes
If you can’t take this time before 

or after work to do a few exer-
cise moves, why not utilize your 
toilet breaks at work? You’ll look 
ridiculous I know, but you’ll get 
results. For instance, you can get 
in 20-30 bodyweight squats and 
20 pushups in 5 minutes. If you go 
to the restroom thrice before close 
of work, you can repeat the moves 
the exact number of times you go. 
Have a workout routine that shows 
different exercises you can do 
without equipment in your office 
restroom (depending on the size).

Don’t worry about sweating. 
Nothing a little whiff of air condi-
tioner breeze can’t solve.

Join a fitness class or group
Many fitness groups and classes 

are opening up. A careful search 
may reveal one within close prox-
imity to you. Join one and make 
friends who have similar goals to 
keep you accountable. Work out 
with your group on weekends for 
about one hour. That combined 
with the extra exercises you do at 
work is quite sufficient for your 
busy lifestyle.

What you eat is key
You’ve probably heard that 

‘Abs are made in the kitchen.’ This 

ful with fruit consumption. Make 
sure you exercise portion control 
even with fruits.

Fall in love with vegetables
At work or home, make veg-

etable-choices when you go to 
eat. You should target a higher 
portion of vegetables, protein 
of nearly same proportion, and 
carbohydrates half of the veggie 
proportion. Remember vegetables 
like cucumber and garden eggs 
can serve as snacks when you get 
hungry in-between meals.

Be patient with yourself
If your goal is to lose weight, do 

all of the above and don’t expect 
too much results too soon. Be pa-
tient with the process. Love your 
body, trust that you’re doing what 
needs to be done and resist the 
temptation to compare yourself 
to anyone else. No two persons 
can have the same exact results, 
so don’t be too hard on yourself.

Cheat with caution
I know you love cakes, ice 

cream and jollof rice; but please 
be mindful when you eat them as 
your cheat meal once a week. Don’t 
make an entire day ‘Cheat day’ if 
you’re not exercising like a ‘beast’ 
and putting in extra work to burn 
off all the calories. Eat what you 
love with caution.

Don’t procrastinate any more. 
Begin a routine that ensures free-
dom from many diseases and 
confidence boost in a healthy 
body. Years later, when age comes 
calling, you’ll be glad you took 
needed action.

Obinwanne is the CEO of NAI-
JAFITMOMS, an online fitness 
and healthy outfit, which spe-
cialises on encouraging mothers 
to lead a healthy eating lifestyle. 

saying means the result you see in 
your body is determined by what 
you put into your mouth. You can 
never out-exercise a bad diet. So 
pay close attention to what you eat. 
Don’t go on fad diets; eat healthy 
meals in right proportions.

Be careful of the little calorie-
filled meals you don’t count as food. 
E.g: soft drinks, juices, pastries (puff 
puff, meat pie, sausage rolls and 
the likes), Corn (this is healthy but 
has calories), chocolates, biscuits, 
chips e.t.c.

Eat fruits wisely
Fruits are great but know that 

they also contain calories. A me-
dium finger of banana for instance, 
contains over 70 calories. Be care-
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situation where women are not 
given any due regard,” explain-
ing the key words.

She said, “Appropriate skill-
ing of women carry with it the 
capacity and ability to encour-
age women to be involved in 
governance.”

According to her, the rea-
son why more women are not 
involved in governance is pov-
erty, (which is easily recognized 
than defined) as they even lack 
resources to cater for their fam-
ily, listing others as low self-
esteem, lack of education, skills 

and training, as well as religion 
and culture.

She encouraged women to 
get involved by doing their vot-
ers registration, attendance at 
grassroots political meetings, be-
ing able to attend meetings with 
other politicians, and be good 
planners.

“Plan ahead, be a seer, who is 
hardworking with integrity. Be 
principled. Develop skills to help 
solve problems,” she urged them.

According to Atsenuwa, lead-
ership on the part of women is 
the ability to provide directions 
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Again, African travel, tourism push  
ahead at Akwaaba Travel Market

F
or over a decade Akwaaba 
African Travel Market, 
the largest travel fair in 
West Africa, has been in 
the forefront of promot-

ing regional tourism and travel 
trade within the West African 
region and further stepping up 
networking and collaborations for 
tourism development across the 
African continent.

Now in its 13th year and run-
ning, the travel expo has lived up 
to the expectations of the African 
travel and tourism community 
and has even gone farther to at-
tract countries and companies 
outside Africa, especially United 
Arab Emirates. The three-day fair 
offered travel buyers, sellers, and 
participating countries platform 
for network, exchange ideas, ex-
periment new trends, seal deals and 
promote their products.

Obviously, Akwaaba has come 
to stay as a formidable network-
ing platform for emerging brands, 
established ones and countries 
aspiring to further their destina-
tion appeal on both regional and 
global scales.

Probably that was the reason 
the organisers of the travel expo 
chose Olusegun Runsewe, director 
general, National Council of Arts 
and Culture (NCAC), to flag off the 
13th edition of Akwaaba African 
Travel Market on September 1, 
2017 at Eko Hotel and Suites, Lagos, 
which has been the home of the fair 
since inception.

The choice of Runswe was due 
to the enviable feats he achieved 
while in office as the director gen-
eral of the Nigerian Tourism De-
velopment Corporation (NTDC), 
especially efforts at positioning 
Nigeria as tourism destination 
beyond business with the many 
campaigns he sustained at foreign 
travel and tourism forums, as well 
as, promotion of inbound tourism.

The NCAC boss commended the 
organisers for sustaining the fair, 
which he described as a testimony 
that Nigeria can cease from its 
dependence on crude oil if efforts 
at developing tourism such as Ak-
waaba are truly supported.

From the fantastic opening, 
excitement at the first day of the 
fair was heightened with the much 
promoted Jollof rice war, a cook-
ing challenge featuring chefs from 
Nigeria, and Ghana. In line with 
the tradition of the fair to debut a 
new thing each year, the cooking 
competition was a new offering at 
the fair this year. As expected, the 
many chefs who graced the cook-
ing challenge made effort at cook-
ing and presenting the best jollof 
rice cooked with special spices and 
to also settle the recent controversy 
of the country that cooks the best 
jollof rice in West Africa. Of course, 
participants turned food samplers 
had enough tastes of the different 

variations of the jollof rice from 
chefs across the two countries.  

Speaking on the Jollof rice war, 
Ikechi Uko, the organiser of the 
travel expo, said the jollof contest 
is not actually a competition, but 
to create something unique in the 
food eaten and prepared differently 
in West Africa.

The second day of the fair wit-
nessed a large gathering of the avia-
tion community and stakeholders. 
The highlight of the day, which 
was tagged Aviation Day, was the 
paper delivered by Gbenga Olowo, 
president, Sabre Network West Af-
rica & Aviation Safety Round Table 
Initiative, on 2016 Africa Aviation 
Accident: Case Study of Nigeria. 
The aviation expert noted that the 
improvement in safety parameters 
was responsible for Accident Free 
aviation year in Africa, but urged 
airlines to submit to audit of other 

Olusegun Runsewe, DG, NCAC,  flagging off the 2017 Akwaaba Travel Market amid supporting dignitaries

country’s CAA. According to him, 
based on results of accident inves-
tigations in the last 10 years, 80 
percent of such accidents were as a 
result of pilot error while weather 
or maintenance accounted for the 
remaining 20 percent.

Another new offering at the 
fair this year was the 2017 Top 
100 Africa Women in Travel, an 
event that attracted the crème de 
la crème in tourism in Africa and 
across the world. The award was 
instituted to celebrate influential 
women tourism drivers who have 
remained largely unsung, and 
to spur them to do more and to 
encourage other women to get on 
board in the quest to put Africa 
in its pride of place on the global 
tourism map.

Top among the women are Flor-
ence Ita-Giwa, a Nigerian senator 
whose efforts contributed to the 

growth of Carnival Calabar, the 
biggest street party in Africa, Irene 
Koki Mutungi, first female on the 
African continent to become cer-
tified as a Captain of the Boeing 
787, Stella Obinwa, regional direc-
tor Africa, Dubai Tourism, Jean 
Byamugisha, executive director, 
Uganda Hotel Owners Association 
(UHOA), Safia Ali, senior market-
ing officer, Uganda Tourism Board 
(UTB), and Ubong Nseobot, sales 
and marketing manager, Southern 
Sun Ikoyi Hotel Lagos.

Others are; Uloma Egbuna, 
managing director/ CEO, Tour 
Brokers International Limited 
(TBI), Waturi Matu, former, coor-
dinator at the East Africa Tourism 
Platform (EATP), Cecilia Abena 
Dapaah, Minister for Aviation, 
Ghana, Olanma Ojukwu, manag-
ing director, GOTA, Benin Republic 
among others.

Speaking on the rationale be-
hind the award, Uko, disclosed 
that the Top 100 African Women 
in travel award became necessary 
considering the role of women 
whom, according to Uko, con-
stitute about 70 percent of the 
workforce in the tourism industry 
in Africa.

“About 70 percent of people 
working in the tourism industry 
are women; 20 percent are in the 
management position. Sadly, only 
a paltry five percent of the huge 
figure are in the decision making 
positions”, Uko noted.

ub region, whose efforts have 
stimulated and helped to achieve 
their individual country’s tour-
ism goals and forging interactions 
among stakeholders and custom-
ers across the region”, says Mr. Ike-
chi Uko, organizer of the awards.

The fair also featured confer-
ence such as Women in Tourism, 
and especially Youths in Tourism, 
which the organisers said is a plat-
form aimed at encouraging more 
young people in tourism, and to 
help them actualize their dreams 
in tourism through productive 
activities that will create jobs, 
impact tourism and the economy 
at large.

Participants were further ex-
cited by several performances by 
the Carnival Calabar and Rwan-
dan cultural team.

The three-day fair extended 
to a lighter fourth day with a city 
tour of Lagos, hosted by Lagos 
State Government, which staged 
a comeback to the fair this year 
after a long absence. Explain-
ing the reason for the return to 
the fair, Ashimi Jamiu Adewale, 
permanent secretary, Lagos State 
Ministry of Tourism, disclosed 
that Lagos is investing a lot in the 
area of tourism, environment and 
improvement of infrastructure to 
promote the growth of tourism 
in the state, hence the return is 
aimed at further promotion of 
the tourism potential of the state 
using the formidable Akwaaba 
platform at its back yard.

Earlier in his opening remarks, 
Uko Akwaaba African Travel 
Market was necessitated by the 
need to create something in Af-
rica for Africans and the world, 
and since 13 years, the fair, which 
started with six exhibitors, is the 
only travel expo in Africa that 
is private driven without hosted 
buyers.

Uko promised a more exciting 
edition in 2018 as preparation has 
also began.Some of the Top 100 Women in African Travel
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What kind of traveller are you?

Ikotun residents call for greater govt 
presence as religious tourism grows

inbound tourist traffic to Lagos, 
no area in Lagos attracts more 
tourists like the Isolo-Ejigbo-
Egbe-Ikotun area of Lagos. 
From available statistics, close 
to 40 percent of tourist arriv-
als to Nigeria, not just Lagos, 
heads in this direction, to the 

Pastor T.B. Joshua’s Synagogue 
Church of All Nations.  Yet 
there is no effort by the state 
government to include this 
part in this urban renewal and 
face-lift of the megacity. The 
road to Ikotun from the Osho-
di-Apapa Expressway ought 

S
ome residents of Iso-
lo, Ejigbo and Ikotun 
areas of Lagos have 
called on the Lagos 
State government to 

pay greater attention to the 
areas, which according to 
them, ‘is the tourism corridor 
of the state.’ They were disap-
pointed when all the beautifi-
cation projects to improve the 
aesthetic of Lagos were done 
outside the areas.

One of the residents of Iso-
lo, Keyinde Olajide said: “I was 
among those that were elated 
when the Ambode govern-
ment in Lagos, as part of the 
activities to mark Lagos@ 50, 
embarked on massive facelift 
of Lagos. Iconic statues were 
erected and key locations like 
under the flyover bridge of 
National Stadium Surulere, 
Falomo in Ikoyi and other 
parts of Lagos were given 
facelift. All these have added 
to the appeal of Lagos and I 
am sure they give positive 
vibe about Lagos to tourists 
and visitors.  But why was 
this axis not included? Most 
tourists on religious pilgrim-
age to the Synagogue Church 
of All Nations of Pastor T.B. 

Joshua pass through Isolo. So, 
any project sited in this axis 
would have positive impact 
on the image of the state, but 
none was sited here. It is re-
ally unfortunate.”

Another resident of Ikotun, 
Sunday Obot said: “In terms of 

to be expanded to reflect the 
image the state wants foreign 
visitors and religious tourists 
to have.

“One would have thought 
that this area ought to have 
been the first area of concen-
tration if tourism is being talk-
ed about because that is the 
tourism corridor of Lagos. The 
other areas are simply poten-
tial that are not yet attracting 
the needed tourism numbers 
to be called a destination.  So, 
why the neglect of this goose 
that lay the golden egg?”

They call on the govern-
ment to focus more attention 
on the aixs as it is the window 
through which many visitors 
have a glimpse of Lagos dur-
ing their stay in the church 
premises while in Nigeria. The 
image they see to and from the 
airport is what they carry back 
to their countries.”

When the Public Relations 
Officers of the Lagos State 
Ministry of Tourism and Cul-
ture was called to comment 
on the views expressed above, 
he said: “Beautification proj-
ects are the purview of the 
Ministry of Environments 
and the Lagos State Parks and 
Gardens.”

Synagogue Church

A 
bore who’s done everything 
first, or a truly great and ec-
centric explorer - which of 
these 10 types of traveller 

best describes you?

1. The Collector
A sophisticated hunter-gatherer, a 

hoarder of the exceptional and exotic. 
Not, however, of endangered species 
or looted antiquities. He or she travels 
with a purely metaphorical blunder-
buss or bullwhip - or, rather, butterfly 
net, swishing it this way and that in 
order to gather up uncommon experi-
ences in out-of-the-way places. Once 
caught, these are meticulously pinned 
in memory and proudly displayed in 
conversation. Like an actual scientist, 
The Collector delights in the poetry 
and precision of proper names (‘You 
have not really lived until you’ve 
seen the Orionids meteor shower 
in the night sky over Pisco Elqui in 
October…’).

2. The Conformist
A dreary universal type. The 

Conformist travels not for personal 
satisfaction but for social acceptance 
- perhaps even finds personal satisfac-
tion in social acceptance. Destinations 
are chosen from a limited, unimagina-
tive, class-determined table d’hôte 
menu. This is by no means a toffs-only 
snob thing. It applies across the social 
spectrum. The Conformist can be 
spotted from Magaluf to Megève. The 
point is not where you have been but 
what your peers think about where 

you have been.

3. The Thrill-Seeker
Not so much of the adventure-

sports variety, though of course there 
is no shortage of nincompoops willing 
to tie their ankles to a rubber band and 
leap off a bridge or whatever. As with 
The Conformist, The Thrill-Seeker 
exists along a continuum - one that 
runs from the ticket-purchasing slum-
tourist or frequenter of dodgy-looking 
dive bars to the professional war cor-
respondent. The Thrill-Seeker is not 
altogether unlike…

4. The Escapist
Fugitive from the familiar. An 

intriguing type, labouring under that 
most delightful of delusions, namely, 
that anything at all - boredom, worry, 
heartbreak, guilt, fear, failure, conflict, 
one’s own reflection in the mirror - 
can be lost with distance. Alas, it can-
not. Yet it always seems worth a try.

5. The Self-Improver
Admirable if a little dull. Up early, 

out late, cheerfully making the most 
of everything a new place has to 
offer. Tremendous stamina, sensible 
shoes, and likely to do a lot of research 
beforehand, to pack a lot of books and 
to return with even more. A second 
cousin of…

6. The Pilgrim
Follower of trails, visitor of shrines 

- religious and otherwise. The most 
devoted Pilgrims I have ever seen 

were not at Lourdes or on the banks of 
the Ganges but at Beatrix Potter’s old 
house, Hill Top, in Cumbria. But that 
was ages ago. These days certain shop-
ping streets and malls seem to exert a 
similar fascination. I recently played 
a round of golf in Norway and after-
wards bought my three companions 
beer and waffles at the clubhouse. The 
teenage girl tending the bar clearly 
knew her way around a waffle iron 
but seemed to me far too young to be 
serving alcohol. I asked her how she 
planned to spend the money she was 
earning. ‘In London,’ she said, beaming. 

business ventures in (I do not know) 
parts of China where there are cities 
that you and I have never heard of 
with populations of four or five or 
six million people. I am afraid, I am 
automatically suspicious of business 
travellers, a reaction probably born 
of a combination of ignorance and the 
jealous assumption that they are likely 
to become insanely rich through their 
nefarious trade-related missions. I try 
to remind myself that Marco Polo was 
basically a business traveller, as well 
as a true Pioneer and a stand-up guy.

8. The Occasional
There for a reason - an event, a 

honeymoon, a do, a football match. 
Half-sibling to…

9. The Oblivious
The saddest type of traveller. The 

one not paying attention, not remote-
ly interested in where he or she is. I 
was shocked, many years ago, to hear 
someone ask Ruth Prawer Jhabvala 
about her fabulously glamorous life as 
a celebrated novelist and screenwriter 
responsible for several wildly success-
ful Merchant-Ivory movies. ‘Most of 
the time I do not even bother to look 
up and see where I am,’ she drawled 
from behind a pair of enormous sun-
glasses, or words to that effect. I was 
floored. ‘Room with a View’ indeed.

10. The Genuinely Curious
Eyes, ears, mind all wide open. 

Rare and precious and beautiful.

‘At Westfield.’ Which of the two West-
fields? ‘The Stratford one. It is bigger.’

7. The Pioneer
Almost extinct in the wild. Like 

most endangered species, The Pio-
neer is running out of habitat, since 
so much of the world has been pio-
neered already. In a lounge at Changi 
Airport the other day I had occasion 
to wonder whether The Pioneers of 
today are not great, fearless, eccentric 
explorers of the Vasco da Gama or 
Wilfred Thesiger variety but grey-
faced men in suits opening up obscure 
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Medview braces for competition on 
London route with ultra-modern aircraft

T
he fierce competition 
in the highly priced 
Lagos-London route, 
where international 
carriers like British 

Airways and Virgin Atlantic 
make their kill with outrageous 
fares may have ebbed as the do-
mestic carrier; Medview, joins the 
fray with state of the art aircraft 
and excellent service.

The new aircraft introduced 
by the domestic carrier has in-
house entertainment that may 
rate as the best on the route 
with well-groomed cabin crew, 
unbeatable cuisine with a touch 
of local foods and flat beds in 
business class.

A tour by BDSunday into 
the ultra-modern Boeing B777-
200ER aircraft last week showed 
that the aircraft is configured to 
sit a total of 326 passengers – 24 
(flat bed seat) business class and 
302 economy. It is also installed 
with In-Flight Entertainment 
(IFE) on individual seats of both 
classes of the cabin.

Passengers couldn’t but ex-
press their delight with the new 
aircraft, which they said was at 
par with other top competing 
airlines plying the London route 
despite the relatively cheap fare 
charged by Medview.

BDSunday checks show that 
Medview airline return economy 
class ticket on the Lagos-London 
route, cost N333,000, while a 
British Airways airline return 
economy class ticket on the La-
gos-London route cost almost 
N1.5million, almost four times 
the amount Medview is currently 
charging.

Lekan Abdul, a passenger on 
the Medview flight and Owner, 

Cleanserve Integrated Energy 
Solutions Limited told BDSun-
day before take-off last week 
Wednesday that that was the first 
time he was flying the Boeing 777 
through Medview airline and it 
was the best experience he ever 
had on-board.

“The services and the ambi-
ance have been fantastic. I am 
overwhelmed. Honestly speak-
ing, I have flown Medview’S B767 
but this one is most unexpected. 
When I got into the business class, 
I was wowed. It can be compared 
to the likes of British Airways,” 

Abdul said.
He advised that the airline 

should be consistent with the 
new record it is setting. “If they 
are going to maintain this aircraft, 
they should keep it for as long 
as possible instead of changing 
aircraft, so that people can align 
to this.

“For business class passengers, 
it is not majorly about the money 
but about the comfort. So, if Med-
view is increasing their prices and 
the services are premium, people 
will keep appreciating it. Super 
premium passengers expect the 

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE

A 
t h i n k - t a n k  b o d y 
known as Aviation 
Round Table Initiative 
(ARTI) said in the light 

of recent disturbing develop-
ment in the aviation sector and 
the opaque conceptual issues 
attached to the establishment 
of national carrier, they have 
decided to throw their weight 
behind the project.

Gbenga Olowo, President, 
ARTI, said they would only do 
so if the floating of the airline 
would be devoid of govern-
ment financial input but driven 
strictly by investors.

He noted that government 
should provide the necessary en-
abling ground and aero-political 

Aviation think-tank seeks private sector driven national airline
support environment for the 
proposed carrier.

Olowo disclosed that ARTI 
support for this project is hinged 
on their recognition of the desir-
ability of a national carrier the 
observed floundering of the flag 
carriers on the international 
routes.

These shortcomings, he, re-
iterated are traceable to weak 
government policies and poor 
negotiations skills in various 
agreements.

For the proposed carrier 
to survive, he said it should 
be granted full compliments 
of the appropriate status, in-
dependence to  be the  arrow 
head in the implementation of 

operational issues arising from 
Bilateral Air Services Agree-
ments (BASAs) and Multilat-
eral Air Services Agreements  
(MASAs) to which Nigeria is a 
signatory unhindered by any 
c onc essions or agre ements 
however made.

  His words, “All existing con-
cessions and agreements from 
which benefits are being derived 
by any person or corporate 
bodies capable of impinging on 
the operations of the proposed 
national carrier shall cease forth-
with at the inception of the 
national carrier.

 “Any outstanding obligations 
arising from agreements made 
prior to the emergence of the 

national carrier/s must be rene-
gotiated between the national 
carrier and such flag carrier 
which will be supervised by the 
regulator NCAA”, he added.

 He called on the Federal 
Government to ensure that 
very knowledgeable aviators 
with cognate experience are 
selected to midwife the birth 
of the new national carrier 
with composition of governing 
board of directors with proven 
track records of success in the 
aviation industry.

 He equally advised that the 
berthing process should last for 
a period not less than three years 
from inception.

 According to him, “The na-

tional carrier should start with a 
fleet of ten to fifteen aircraft and 
shall be mandated to utilize the 
proceeds of all allocated frequen-
cies strictly for fleet expansion 
and capacity building. This shall 
be monitored for compliance by 
NCAA”.

 He noted that existing op-
erators in the industry, , should 
be afforded the opportunity to 
observe and participate in the 
proposed national carrier project 
within stipulated guidelines and 
transparent process

 He called for the review of 
BASAs & MASAs with the ob-
jective of renegotiation where 
established to be unfavourable to 
Nigeria’s national interest.

L-R: Yemi Sonubi, Passenger; Captain Arnaldo Pigueiredo, Pilot of the Boeing 777-200; Lookman Animashaun, chief operating 
officer, Med-View Airline plc and Lekan Abdul, MD, Cleanserve Energy shortly before theMed-View Airline Lagso-London flight of 
the newly deployed luxurious Boeing 777-200 aircraft for the London route at the Murtala Muhammed International Airport, Ikeja, 
Lagos on Wednesday.                   Pic byLamidi Bamidele

quality to be very high. So, Med-
view must maintain this quality 
for them to retain and bring in 
new customers,” he added.  

Another business class passen-
ger who identified herself as Udu-
aghan told BDSunday that the 
experience on board Medview’s 
B777 so far, had been fantastic.

She said she is a very happy 
Medview passenger and loves 
the airline’s on-time departure 
and their friendly and profes-
sional staff.

Uduaghan also revealed that 
that was the first time she was 

flying Medview’s B777 and the 
experience had been exciting.  
“Medview is at par with other 
airlines, in terms of the services, 
and how helpful and friendly 
they are. Other top airlines have 
similar configuration and the big 
difference is the price.

“If I can get such a great deal 
on Medview, then why should I 
pay other airlines four times as 
much? I fly Medview in Nigeria. 
It is a Nigerian brand and it is 
very important for us to patronise 
Nigeria,” She said.

Lookman Animashaun, the 
Airline’s Chief Operating Officer 
said in a bid to satisfy its custom-
ers, the airline deployed this 
aircraft to London route.

“The aircraft was brought in 
from Portugal. It has the best 
state-of-the-arts facilities. This is 
the best aircraft for them to use. 
This aircraft will be used to ply 
the London route for two years. 
Passengers’ reactions towards this 
new aircraft have been amazing. 
They love it so much and have 
expressed their feeling.

Animashaun noted that last 
year’s patronage was great for 
the airline and it hopes to sustain 
the patronage, especially with the 
new aircraft. 

“Our operations on the Lon-
don route have been able to 
checkmate airfares for competing 
carriers on the London route. I 
learnt about few weeks back that 
British Airways brought down 
their airfares to below 600dol-
lars which has never happened 
and this is because Medview has 
been able to standardise the fares,” 
he disclosed.

He further revealed that on 
November, 8th, the airline plans 
to commence Dubai route, and 
they are also planning to com-
mence Johannesburg towards 
first quarter of next year.
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KEMI AJUMOBI with wired reports

ANTHONIA OBOKOH

M
alaria is a dev-
astating parasitic 
disease transmit-
ted by mosqui-
toes. It causes ap-

proximately 200 million cases of 
illness and more than 400,000 
deaths per year. Sub-Saharan 
Africa carries the greatest disease 
burden. Malaria also remains the 
number one threat to US military 
force health protection and readi-
ness.

 Malaria is a mosquito-borne 
infectious disease affecting hu-
mans and other animals caused 
by parasitic protozoans (a group 
of single-celled microorganisms) 
belonging to the Plasmodium-
type.  Malaria causes symptoms 
that typically include fever, tired-
ness, vomiting, and headaches. In 
severe cases it can cause yellow 
skin, seizures, coma, or death. 
Symptoms usually begin ten to 
fifteen days after being bitten. If 
not properly treated, people may 
have recurrences of the disease 
months later. In those who have 
recently survived an infection, 
reinfection usually causes milder 
symptoms. This partial resistance 
disappears over months to years 
if the person has no continuing 
exposure to malaria.

 PATH’s Malaria Vaccine Initia-
tive (MVI) accelerates malaria vac-
cine development and catalyzes 
timely access in endemic coun-
tries, toward a world free from 
malaria. Standing at the intersec-
tion of malaria and immunization, 
MVI is part of PATH’s Center for 
Malaria Control and Elimination 
and PATH’s Center for Vaccine 
Innovation and Access, which 

In bid of improving overall 
health and raising aware-
ness of the risks related with 

inadequate personal health-
care, hundreds of Nigerians 
at Gbagi area in Ibadan, on the 
13th of September, benefited 
from the ongoing nationwide 
free medical services.

 DexaMedica makers of 
Boska organised its Pain Free 
Day initiative to help consum-
ers stay fit.

 A qualitative findings ac-
cording to Boska team, shows 
that consumers do not pay 
attention to their health until 
it finally results in general 
breakdown.

 KafayatMoradeyo, senior 
brand executive DexaMedica 
,said finding have shown 
that 70 percent of people 
often catch flu during rain-

Boska administers free medical service at Ibadan

brings together PATH’s expertise 
across every stage of vaccine 
research, development, and in-
troduction to make lifesaving vac-
cines widely available to women, 
children, and communities across 
the world

 PATH’s Malaria Vaccine Initia-
tive (MVI) and the US Department 
of Defense’s Walter Reed Army 
Institute of Research (WRAIR) 
announced recently that vaccina-
tions are under way in a clinical 
trial to evaluate modifications 
to the vaccine regimen of GSK’s 
RTS,S/AS01 (RTS,S) malaria vac-
cine candidate.

 “A highly effective vaccine, 
used in combination with oth-
er malaria interventions, could 
help to eliminate and eventually 
eradicate malaria,” said Lieuten-
ant Colonel (LTC) James Moon at 
WRAIR, the study’s principal in-
vestigator. “Such a vaccine would 
make a major contribution to 
global public health, and in turn, 
benefit national security.”

  “This study represents an 
important step in determining 
whether the RTS,S vaccine, origi-
nally developed to prevent clinical 
malaria in young African chil-
dren, can be effectively adapted 
to prevent infection in all at-risk 
populations in endemic countries 
to accelerate parasite elimination,” 
said  Ashley Birkett, Director of 
MVI.

 RTS,S is the malaria vaccine 
most advanced in development 
globally and will be administered 
in selected areas of three countries 
in Africa—Ghana, Kenya, and 
Malawi—starting in 2018 through 
a pilot implementation program 
coordinated by the World Health 
Organization (WHO). It will be 
administered in a four-dose regi-

ing season which also results 
in body breakdowns.’’ I am 
confident that DexaMedica 

SUNDAYBD 44 C002D5556 Sunday 17 September 2017

men, with the first dose given as 
soon as possible after the age of 
five months.

 Pilot implementation of RTS,S 
is an important step to help pro-
tect young children in sub-Saha-
ran Africa, the population most 
at risk of developing malaria. 
Data from a large-scale phase 3 
efficacy and safety trial showed 
that the recommended four-dose 
regimen of RTS,S prevented four 
in ten cases of malaria over four 
years of follow-up.

 To help achieve malaria elimi-
nation and eradication goals, it 
is assumed that a vaccine with 
significantly higher efficacy that 

will continue to improve the 
delivery of quality health care 
for consumers in the months 

could also be administered across 
an entire at-risk population, in-
cluding adults, would be needed.

  “We are grateful to the volun-
teers who are giving us their trust 
and their time to help develop 
a potential vaccine against ma-
laria,” said LTC Moon. “Increasing 
parasite resistance to current 
antimalarial drugs has made the 
quest for a vaccine more impor-
tant than ever.”

 WRAIR designed and is imple-
menting and conducting the trial 
at their facilities in Silver Spring, 
Maryland. This project is finan-
cially supported by MVI, which 
also provided input into the design 

ahead.
 “This Pain Free Day edition 

is specially designed to keep 

PATH, Walter Reed Army Institute of Research announces 
largest ever controlled malaria infection study

of the trial and will oversee it. GSK 
is the trial sponsor and a collabora-
tor on its design and conduct.

 PATH is the leader in global 
health innovation. An interna-
tional nonprofit organization, 
PATH saves lives and improves 
health, especially among women 
and children. PATH accelerates 
innovation across five platforms—
vaccines, drugs, diagnostics, de-
vices, and system and service 
strategies and tools. By mobilizing 
partners around the world, PATH 
takes innovation to scale, working 
alongside countries primarily in 
Africa and Asia to tackle their 
greatest health needs

consumers fit as they go about 
their domestic and work ac-
tivities,” said Moradeyo.

 The Pain Free Day event 
was attended by hundreds of 
market users and residents 
from communities of Gbagi 
area as attendees were edu-
cated on health tips and risks 
associated with inadequate 
care of oneself.

 The exercise provided the 
opportunity for consumers 
to see health experts who 
provided full range of health 
services for free. They provid-
ed free eye glasses for those 
in need as well as prescribed 
drugs to treat eye, ear and 
nose defects.

 Besides rendering free 
health services, team also 
leveraged the opportunity to 
educate consumers on how to 
live stress-free while at their 
various duties.
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AstraZeneca presents new results identifying severe asthma 
patients to benefit most from benralizumab  

Asthma affects 315 mil-
lion individuals world-
wide, and up to 10% of 

asthma patients have severe 
asthma, which may be un-
controlled despite high doses 
of standard-of-care asthma 
controller medicines and can 
require the use of chronic oral 
corticosteroids (OCS).

Severe, uncontrolled asth-
ma is debilitating and po-
tentially fatal with patients 
experiencing frequent ex-
acerbations and significant 
limitations on lung function 
and quality of life. Severe, 
uncontrolled asthma has an 
eight times higher risk of 
mortality than severe asthma.

Severe, uncontrolled asth-
ma can lead to a dependence 
on OCS, with systemic steroid 
exposure potentially leading 
to serious short- and long-
term adverse effects, includ-
ing weight gain, diabetes, os-
teoporosis, glaucoma, anxiety, 
depression, cardiovascular 

T
he words Cancer & Leu-
kaemia weren’t new to 
me when I heard them 
directed to me person-
ally for the first time 

some nine years ago, but I do admit 
that when they come right to your 
front door you soon realise you 
can’t run out the back one.

When I was a 57 years old 
pretty successful consultant in the 
Royal Maternity. My day to day 
work as an Obstetrician brought 
me daily highs and lows associ-
ated with the total pleasure and 
joy associated with a successful 
outcome, and the often total sense 
of loss associated with a tragic 
outcome to birth. But rarely did I 
have to actually deal with cancer 
professionally. When I was 34 my 
wonderful Dad died of cancer at 
the age of 62. And when I was 50, 
my similarly aged fantastic wife 
died the same way.

Just before my own diagnosis 
was made I was simply completely 
exhausted. I had taken on a lot 
while giving up nothing. Pres-
sure and stress. How often do 
you hear those words? I made the 
diagnosis of anaemia myself and 
immediately knew I had one of 
the Leukaemias (actually Chronic 
Lymphocytic Leukaemia CLL). Af-
ter all I ate well, and was not losing 

Jim Dornan’s diagnoses of Chronic Lymphocytic 
Leukaemia, changed his life drastically 

red cells...Simple as that.
After a few early hiccups the 

diagnosis was confirmed. And 
again, to cut a longish story short, 
I got very appropriate treatment 
and formed a “Bromance” with my 
oncologist!...As you do!!

Years on I am still in “remission”. 
I prefer to think of it as “cured”. If 
it returns, we will deal with that 
when it comes, as a second issue. 

Wish the oncologists would realise 
that we often think like that. And 
so here are a few of my distilled 
thoughts.

1,    Cancer is just another dis-
ease...half of us are going to get it 
and live with it as a chronic disor-
der, rather than die with it.

2.     Those caring for you are 
doing their best....But as in all of 
medicine, they are humans caring 

for humans, so mistakes occur. Get 
your head round that.

3    Take as much responsibility 
for your own, or your family mem-
ber’s, life and treatment as you can. 
Try and take as much control as 
possible of your treatment regime 
being offered. Ask questions. So-
ciety too often nowadays seems 
to expect itself to be nannied 
from cradle to grave, rather than 
observed and advised.

4    We live in exciting times 
when publicly and privately spon-
sored research is really, really ad-
dressing very exciting treatments 
for so many cancers. Keep looking 
for the best regime for yourself. 
And never again ever walk past a 
collecting box with change still in 
your pocket!!

5    I remember reading that 50% 
of the NHS cancer budget is spent 
in the final three months of an af-
fected life. Personally, and I stress 
that, if there is to be a fixed budget, 
I would prefer to see most of it 
spent to maximise the precious 
good days for the living, rather 
than over prolonging the eventual 
inevitable end.  Hope does spring 
eternal, but there must come a 
time for us all to be allowed to let 
go, with dignity.

I would appeal to those who are 
privileged to care for us who are 

challenged with cancer to choose 
their words with particular care. 
I’ll finish with an anecdote.

During one of my early treat-
ment cycles I asked one of the 
young buck oncologists “Do you 
think I’ll see 80?”. In truth I ex-
pected him to say “Oh now, none 
of us know how long we have, and 
there are new developments every 
day. Why, I remember a man..........”. 
Instead of which he just looked at 
me, and then looked at the floor 
and said nought. As his head went 
down, my heart went down. And, 
quite honestly stayed there until I 
was in Oman examining post grad-
uates doctors some months later.

I met a fantastic Iraqi haema-
tological oncologist who had been 
driven out of Birmingham by 
racist neighbours. He was, and is, 
a gentleman. I was sitting having 
a coffee with him and the subject 
of my CLL came up....I was hugely 
buoyed by his positivity. So much 
so that I felt strong enough to ask 
him the same question. His an-
swer? “I don’t know whether you’ll 
make eighty or not, but I doubt if 
it’ll be CLL that’ll kill you”. What a 
great answer.

Of course I had, and indeed 
have, no right to live to eighty, but 
I do have the right to HOPE to live 
to eighty.

disease and immunosuppres-
sion. There is also a significant 
physical and socio-economic 
burden of severe, uncon-
trolled asthma with these 
patients accounting for 50% 
of asthma-related costs.

AstraZene ca re c ently 
announced results from a 
subgroup analysis of the SI-
ROCCO and CALIMA Phase 
III trials. The results confirm 
benralizumab’s compelling ef-
ficacy and identify key factors 
that predict which patients 
with severe, uncontrolled 
asthma would respond best to 
treatment with this potential 
new medicine.

Benralizumab is a mono-
clonal antibody that recruits 
natural killer cells, a compo-
nent of the innate immune 
system, causing direct, rapid 
and near-complete deple-
tion of eosinophils. Eosino-
phils are the biological effec-
tor cells that impact airway 
inflammation and airway 

hyper-responsiveness in ap-
proximately 50% of asthma 
patients, which leads to in-
creased asthma symptoms, 
impaired lung function and 
more frequent exacerbations.

In this post-hoc analysis, 
benralizumab demonstrated 
efficacy across the full range 
of baseline blood eosinophil 
counts, with an increased 

number of prior exacerba-
tions and a higher baseline 
blood eosinophil count associ-
ated with a greater treatment 
effect.

A combination of both 
higher baseline blood eosino-
phil count and a history of 
more frequent exacerbations 
predicted an even greater 
magnitude of response for 

patients treated with ben-
ralizumab. Additionally, pa-
tients on oral corticosteroids 
and with nasal polyposis 
were more likely to have 
an enhanced treatment re-
sponse. The results are being 
presented at the European 
Respiratory Society (ERS) In-
ternational Congress 2017 in 
Milan, Italy. 



Sports

T
he world’s greatest 
sporting event is the 
ideal time to visit the 
vast and fascinating 
host country

The 2018 World Cup in Rus-
sia presents a unique opportu-
nity to visit the largest country 
on earth while it is in celebra-
tory mood, hosting the biggest 
sporting event on the planet.

Fatma Samoura, FIFA’s Sec-
retary-General, says: “Through-
out history, fans have made a 
key contribution to the fasci-
nation of the FIFA World Cup. 
Russia promises to be a unique 
continuation of this history, 
with outstanding organisation 
and a great atmosphere in the 
stadiums.”

The matches will be played 
in superb cities, and a spe-
cial easing of the usual red 
tape means that football fans 
can watch games and sightsee 
without needing to apply for a 
Russian visa. But the country 
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Russia 2018:  All you need to know
900 miles from Wembley. Next 
closest is St Petersburg, 1,290 
miles from Wembley.

The remainders are further 
than Moscow but closer than 
Yekaterinburg: Kazan, Nizhny 
Novgorod, Rostov-on-Don, 
Samara, Saransk, Sochi and 
Volgograd.

The easy cities to access 
are the capital and the former 
capital, Moscow and St Peters-
burg. Aeroflot serves Moscow 
from Gatwick and Heathrow. 
In addition, there are dozens of 
connection opportunities from 
UK airports via European hubs. 
Fares are likely to be lower if 
you transit through the hub 
airport of a country that has 
not qualified for the last 32, be-
cause there will be less domestic 
demand to Russia during the 
World Cup.

The other nine cities are 
more difficult to access, though 
Austrian Airlines and LOT Pol-
ish Airlines serve many of them 
through their hubs at Vienna 
and Warsaw respectively.

matches, the standard price 
for Category 1 is 12,600 roubles 
(£157), and for the Round of 
16 14,700 roubles (£184). Cat-
egory 3 prices are half of these 
amounts.

 There will also be “special-
access tickets”: FIFA says it will 
ensure “a dedicated allocation 
of tickets for disabled people, 
people with limited mobility 
and fans classified as obese”. 
A separate class of tickets, 
Category 4, is available for lo-
cal people for as little as 1,280 
roubles (£16).

Applications for the first 
tranche of tickets can be made 
up to 12 October. “It will make 
no difference whether they 
submit their applications on 
day one, the last day or any 
time in between, as all ap-
plications will have the same 
chance of being successful,” 
says Fifa. If applications for a 
particular match exceed the 
available inventory, they will 
be randomly allocated.

Successful and unsuccessful 
ticket applicants will be told 
their results by 16 November. 
That is also when any remain-
ing tickets of the first tranche 
will be sold on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

Security Watch
The Organising Committee 

has some useful online guides, 
covering everything from taxis 
(where smoking and “riding 
with larger or exotic animals, 
for example, reptiles” should 
be discussed in advance) to the 
rules for bringing in prescrip-
tion medicine.

The Foreign Office travel 
advice for Russia makes some 
specific warnings about crime: 
“Be alert to the possibility of 
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mugging, pick pocketing and 
theft from vehicles or hotel 
rooms. The spiking of drinks 
does happen and can lead 
to robbery, violence and/or 
abuse. Buy your own drinks 
and keep sight of them at all 
times.

“In St Petersburg there have 
been reports of street crime 
where tourists have been spe-
cifically targeted. Be aware of 
pickpockets in the main tour-
ist areas and around the main 
railway concourses. Bogus 
police officers have harassed 
and robbed tourists. If you are 
stopped always insist on seeing 
identification.

“Passports have been report-
ed stolen or lost from British 
nationals when in the airports 
in Moscow. Be particularly 
vigilant when passing through 
the airports.

“Most visitors experience 
no difficulties but racially mo-
tivated attacks do occur. People 
of Asian or Afro-Caribbean 
descent may attract some un-
wanted attention in public 
places and should take care, 
particularly when travelling 
late at night.”

You could drive to Russia 
(avoiding Belarus, which has 
visa issues), though be warned 
that a lot of preparation is 
required. Renting a car is fea-
sible, with the big hire firms 
represented. But driving stan-
dards and road surfaces are 
poor; UN figures show that the 
death rate on Russian roads is 
six or seven times higher than 
in Britain.

Be vigilant when driving, 
take account of weather condi-
tions, and consider limiting or 
avoiding driving at night.

presents some challenges, from 
access to crime. This travel sur-
vival kit aims to help you make 
the most of the 2018 World Cup.

Teams who failed to qualify 
outright will play each other 
between 6 and 14 November.

 The Cities
The 21st World Cup takes 

place in Russia from 14 June to 
15 July 2018. The first and last 
matches will be played at the 
Luzhniki Stadium in south-
west Moscow, 1,550 miles from 
Wembley. The capital’s Spartak 
Stadium is also being used.

All the other venues are 
in western Russia, with only 
Yekaterinburg on the eastern 
side of the Urals; 2,430 miles 
from Wembley.

The closest to Britain is Ka-
liningrad, the city wedged in 
a Russian enclave between 
Poland and Lithuania. It is just 

Where To Buy Match Tick-
ets

You’ll need to buy a “ticket-
inclusive hospitality package” 
from the only company li-
censed to sell them: MATCH 
Hospitality. For 19 matches 
(including the opening game, 
both semis and finals) you can 
sign up for a package that pro-
vides top-grade suites at the 
Luzhniki and Spartak stadiums 
in Moscow, and the St Peters-
burg venue, you pay between 
US$1.5m (£1.14m) and US$2.8m 
(£2.12m), flights and accommo-
dation extra.

Cheaper deals are available, 
and you can sign up even if 
your team has not yet quali-
fied. The “Team Specific Series” 
means you can pick one, two 
or three of the Group Matches 
of your chosen team — or, if 
you’re feeling lucky, all three 
plus the Round of 16 and Quar-

ter Final involving your team. 
One match costs $850 (£650); 
all five a minimum of US$5,000 
(£3,800). In the event your 
team does not qualify for the 
Quarter-Finals/Round of 16, 
you will get to see a different 
game.

That’s slightly more expen-
sive than I had in mind …

Then apply as an individual 
for tickets. They went on sale at 
noon Moscow Time (10am BST) 
on 14 September.

Prices depend on the status 
of the match and the quality 
of the seats. The most expen-
sive are Category 1 tickets for 
the final at 66,000 roubles 
(£825). Next, the semi-finals 
at 45,000 roubles (£563); the 
opening match, in which Rus-
sia will play, at 33,000 roubles 
(£413); the quarter-finals and 
3rd/4th-place final 21,900 
roubles (£286). For the Group 



Can Conte get the revenge against Wenger?
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We’ll shock Eagles- says Zambia captain

A
ntonio Conte side 
fe el  they gotten 
their rhythm back 
after a slow start to 
the campaign and 

are fully ready to take the re-
venge on Arsenal.

Chels ea host Ars enal in 
the first part of Super Sunday 
knowing a victory will pill more 
pressure on Arsene Wenger 
who suffered a humiliating 0-4 
defeat to Liverpool.

Arsenal have not won any of 
the last 13 Premier League away 
games against last season’s top-
six teams and have suffered 
defeats on seven of their last 
eight visits to Stamford Bridge.

Wenger last tasted victory 
on the road against one of the 
big boys nearly 1000 days ago 
when they saw off Manchester 
City 2-0 in 2015.

Despite winning the FA Cup 
in May, the heat is already 
being turned up on Wenger 
after the Gunners suffered 
two straight league defeats on 
the road against Liverpool and 
Stoke.

The last time they lost their 
opening three league away 
games was in 1954.

Chelsea Fine Form
Chelsea, the Premier League 

Champions have bounced back 
to winning ways since their 
home defeat to Burnley.

Victories against Tottenham, 
Everton and Leicester followed 
which have put Antonio Conte’s 
men in a strong position going 
into this intriguing clash.

Chelsea midfielder Danny 
Drinkwater is expected to be out 
until the October international 
break.

Drinkwater was an unused 
substitute against his former 
club Leicester last Saturday and 
missed the midweek Champions 
League win over Qarabag with 
a calf problem which means he 
could be out for four weeks.

Chelsea are likely to rotate 

Ahead of Super Eagles 
crucial FIFA 2018 World 
Cup qualifier against the 

Chipolopolo of Zambia, captain, 
Kennedy Mweene, Zambia cap-
tain is confident his side camping 
in Europe will enable the team 
concentrate on the FIFA 2018 
World Cup qualifiers against the 
Super Eagles on October 7 in Uyo.

Mweene added that the Chi-
polopolo will enter the pitch and 
show the Group B leaders, they 
meant business in their quest to 
earn a ticket to their first ever 
World Cup

A win for the Super Eagles will 
dash all hopes for the Zambians, 
while a win for the Chipolopolos 
will stretch the battle for the 
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versus Chelsea, their joint-lon-
gest away losing run in the 
competition against a single op-
ponent (also 5 in a row vs Man 
Utd between 2009-2013).

Should Arsenal concede here, 
it will equal their longest run 
of away games without a clean 
sheet against a specific opponent 
in Premier League history (13 
against Liverpool between 1999 
and 2012).

Chelsea have scored in 23 suc-
cessive Premier League games at 
Stamford Bridge with over half 
of these (12) seeing them score 
three or more goals.

Arsenal have lost their first 
two Premier League away games 
of the season (0-4 vs Liverpool 

and 0-1 vs Stoke) - the last time 
that they lost their first three 
away games in a league season 
was 1954-55. Interestingly, this 
was also the season of Chelsea’s 
first top-flight title win.

Arsenal last won a Premier 
League away game against a side 
that finished in the top six last 
season, back in January 2015 
(2-0 at Man City) - they’ve since 
lost eight and drawn five of their 
13 matches on the road against 
these clubs.

Chelsea are looking to re-
spond to successive setbacks in 
the FA Cup final and Community 
Shield, but Arsenal are seek-
ing to maintain their fine form 
against Antonio Conte’s men.

their options after making 
changes for the Qarabag contest, 
with playmaker Eden Hazard 
in contention to start for the 
Blues for the first time this 
season.

 Wenger’s Magic
Arsenal are likely to recall a 

host of first-team regulars for 
the short trip.

Wenger made nine changes 
for the Europa League win 
over Cologne but the likes of 
Petr Cech, Mesut Ozil, Lau-
rent Koscielny and Alexandre 
Lacazette will all return to the 
squad at Stamford Bridge.

Alexis Sanchez will feature 
after playing the whole game 

on Thursday night, where Theo 
Walcott (calf) hobbled off. Fran-
cis Coquelin (hamstring) and 
Santi Cazorla (ankle) are defi-
nitely out.

The Statistics
After winning just four of 

the previous 16, Chelsea have 
won their last five home Premier 
League games against Arsenal, 
since a 3-5 defeat in October 
2011.

The Gunners haven’t kept 
a Premier League clean sheet 
at Stamford Bridge in their last 
12 visits there, shipping at least 
twice in each of the eight.

Arsenal have lost their last 
five away Premier League games 

ticket to the last games. Nigeria 
will be away to Algeria and 
Zambia home to Cameroon. The 
Zambians buoyed by their back-
to-back wins against Algeria, 
will train in Europe and Ghana 
ahead of the game against the 
Eagles.

“We need this camp because 
we want to enter the pitch in 
Nigeria with unity and we need 
to show that we mean business 
“It is a very good idea. They did 
it with the U-20 and so for us to 
camp that side, especially the 
national team, we will be away 
from the pressures of the media 
and other things for us to focus,” 
Mweene said. 

“It will also help us further 
bond more as a team away from 
home especially with the new 
guys and the Under-20 players.”
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Week
Quotes of the

What is an antivirus program? - An antivirus 
program is designed to protect your computer 
from possible virus infections. Since most vi-
ruses are designed to run in the background, 
most users do not know when their computer 
is infected. Virus protection programs serve to 
search for, detect, and remove these viruses. 
Antivirus programs must be kept up-to-date in 
order for them to be able to detect new viruses. 
So, downloading the program once and never 
getting the updates will leave you unprotected.
What is a virus? - A virus is a program that 
replicates itself. It is usually spread by attaching 
itself to other files and programs. You can get 
a virus through an e-mail attachment, floppy 
diskettes, downloads, etc. All viruses are differ-
ent. They can lay dormant for a while and then 
attack your machine or they can immediately 
begin causing problems as soon as your com-
puter is infected.

Are viruses the only thing I should worry 
about? - NO. In addition to viruses, there are a 
growing number of Trojan horse programs, some 
of which like NetBus and SubSeven BackDoor, 
allow others remote access to your computer. 
Spyware and Adware can also violate your 
privacy and damage your computer.

Blogs
From the 

“I have come to strongly believe that we cannot 
honestly and sincerely continue in this wise, as 
the basis of trust and confidence in our unitary 
system of government has not been able to stand 
the test of time. When the same folks today tell us 
that the “unity of Nigeria is not negotiable”, they 
are definitely not talking about the unity they 
once questioned as narrated above. I think what 
they are saying is that “our conquest of Nigeria is 
not negotiable”. Yinka Odumakin, spokesperson, 
Afenifere.

“Therefore, it is timely that the Federal Govern-
ment encourages dialogue in order to detonate the 
way that the discussion seems to be going in cer-
tain quarters. We have come to a point where it is 
acceptable to most people that, we should remain 
united as a country. The issue at stake is how we 
can have a fair and equitable country that we all 
can claim as our own.This matter has been in the 
front burner for a long time and it is about time we 
discuss it so that it does not slide beyond what we 
can control”. Okwesilieze Nwodo, former national 
chairman of the Peoples’ Democratic Party (PDP).

“That of South Korean grew by 10 times but 
unfortunately, the GDP of Nigeria of 180 million 
people grew from N143 billion to N430 billion. 
Local goods and services as a matter of urgency 
must become household names. President Buhari 
has directed that 40 per cent of Federal agencies’ 
procurement must be locally purchased. What 
the country needs is the facilitation of home made 
goods and foods as this could take the economy 
to next destination.’’ Okezie Ikepeazu, Governor 
of Abia State. 

Numbers
$2m
The Governor of Abia, Dr Okezie Ikepeazu, has 
condemned the importation and consumption 
of two million dollars worth of imported rice on 
daily basis by Nigerians.

N167bn
The Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) market capi-
talisation on Thursday shed N167 billion in spite 
of interim dividends declared by some banks for 
the first six months ended June 30, 2017.

Q
:  How can our leaders get away 
with everything? I should 
think the culprits are well 
known, both the civil service 
bureaucrats and the political 

appointees.
A:  Because no authority exists to compel 

them to account for the monies allocated 
to them.

Q:  Outside of crude oil revenue, do the 
various states raise any monies themselves—say 
through taxation of industries and workers?

A:  Only Lagos has any taxable 
c orp orations and industries  worth 
mentioning.  The other states are less than 
viable; they live on allocations from the 
federal government.  So far, they produce 
virtually nothing.

Q:  But there is agitation for more states?
A:  The administrative machinery of 

states and local governments consumes a 
huge chunk of the nation’s GDP.

Q:   Why is there no authority to compel 
our leaders to behave, to be responsible and 
accountable, and to punish them when they 
are not?  This is how it is in other countries, 
isn’t it? There are laws, no one is above 
the law, and those who break the law are 
punished.

A:  In the 1960s and 70s it was thought 
that the armed forces could be such a 
compelling authority.

Q:  Couldn’t they?
A:   The army prove d a terrible 

disappointment. Each time they stepped 
in and took out the civilian rulers, there 

Nigerian government officials to embezzle 
Nigerian funds. 

Q:  Ah-haa! What did the Nigerian 
government and judiciary do in response? 

A:  Each of them turned a blind eye, played 
ostrich, and refused to act to punish those 
officials, our own citizens, who arranged and 
benefitted from the entire affair.

Q:   Could it be that they are themselves 
guilty of the same crimes of embezzlement? 
That if they consider the evidence dug up 
by the foreign courts, bring the suspects 
to swift trial, and convict and punish the 
guilty, they themselves might be next?

A:  That might well explain their refusal 
to act.

Q:  So, sir, what is this Nigeria you are 
handing over to us the younger generation?

A:   It is a Nigeria with enormous 
challenges.  You will define those challenges 
as you grow and mature. The great 
philosopher Frantz Fanon said that every 
generation must discover for itself what 
its mission is, what main task the times 
call upon it to perform, and then it must 
either get to work and perform that task 
and fulfil that mission—or it can relax, fail 
at that task, and betray that mission. The 
burden of discovery and decision falls on 
every generation.

Q:  Well,  sir,  what did your own 
generation discover to be its mission?

A:  My generation grew up in the closing 
days of the struggle to end colonialism. 
Independence was won by our fathers’ 
generation. Then came our turn. It was our 
mission to carry their struggle forward, 
to build a Nigeria to match its potential 
and reputation as the most populous black 
nation on earth, one that is well organized 
and well run, industrialized and modern, 
using all our vast natural and human 
resources. 

Q:  And, sir, how do you think your 
generation has performed?

A:  My generation has been an utter 
failure. My generation are the very 
embezzlers and traitors to the national cause 
that we’ve been discussing . . . .

	 	 												•		To	be	continued

was widespread rejoicing because the 
people had become so completely fed up. 
Any change, we thought, was better than 
no change.

Q:  Then what happened?
A:  Then it turned out that the army was 

no better. They committed the same crimes. 
They mismanaged things and embezzled 
funds. The country kept going downhill. 

Q:  Surely the army couldn’t be worse 
than the civilians? For one thing they had 
discipline, they were trained to enforce 
order and to follow orders.

A:  But they had guns.  You couldn’t argue 
with someone who had a gun and didn’t 
hesitate to use it. You could criticize the 
civilians and they would just laugh at you 
and keep doing what they were doing. The 
soldiers would shoot at you or throw you 
into detention.

Q:  Na wah-o! Is there no “third force”?
A:  So far, none.
Q:  Can there be?
A:  I don’t know. If a right-minded 

leadership could emerge within the armed 
forces the story might be different. Because 
in any disagreement between the people 
and their rulers, victory can only go to the 
party backed by the army.

Q:  Or if the armed forces, including the 
police, remain neutral?

A:  That’s also possible.
Q:  Where is the judiciary in all this?
A:  The entire law enforcement and 

justice system—the police, the courts, the 
magistrates and judges—have not been able 
to stand up against the national crime of 
embezzlement.

Q:  Are they part of the problem? Are 
they corrupt?

A:  I don’t know. Some say they are, but 
so far it’s just rumor. At any rate, they have 
shown no backbone, no courage, no sort 
of independence—or not enough to make 
a difference.

Q:   Have they said or done things that 
lay them open to suspicion?

A:   Consider those instances when 
s o m e  f o r e i g n  g o v e r n m e n t s  h a v e 
investigated, prosecuted and convicted 
their own citizens who colluded with 

Crime without punishment (3)


