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Scribblings 

 

Membership of the Branch is increasing steadily. Five years ago we averaged 90 people but 
according to the latest list from HQ there are 155 of us. Obviously, owners of Hinckley machines are 
in the majority, but there is still a good percentage of members with pre-1990 Triumphs (and some 
lucky people with examples of both).  

After a few years in the doldrums the number of active members is also rising, both at club nights and 
on the runs. As many of the runs are organised at short notice keep an eye on our Facebook page or 
get yourself on Paul Anderson’s Rideouts mailing list (paul.l.anderson@btinternet.com). 

In the Autumn of 1975, as part of a field trip for my A Level Geography, I walked up Snowdon. In May 
of this year I repeated that feat – though with many, many, more stops to catch my breath. I thought 
that that was quite a good achievement but it was put into the shade somewhat by John Gibbs and 
his daughter doing the 3-Peaks challenge in June. That entails climbing the highest mountains in 
each of Wales, England and Scotland: Snowdon, Scafell Pike and Ben Nevis; within 24 hours. No 
idea what charity they were raising money for though. 

  

 
33 Argyle Street, St.James, Northampton NN5 5LJ  

Tel: 01604-582468 e-mail: Sarge@SargeNorthampton.demon.co.uk 

 

New Members 
Would you please extend a welcome to these people who have joined since the last newsletter was 
published: 

Wayne Bailey of Kettering 

Mark Foster of Raunds 

Barry Gambrill of Northampton 

Neil Garner of Raunds 

John Gibbs of Northampton 

Andrew Normington of Northampton 

Alan Savill of Rothwell 

Simon Willis of Ringstead 

Nigel Worsfold of Northampton 

 
 

We look forward to seeing you all at our branch events. 

 

Membership Renewals 
The Branch only sends membership forms off to HQ for processing twice a month (normally on the 
weekend after a club night). So, if you are posting off your renewal it will generally be quicker for you 
to send the form and cheque direct to the HQ address in Horley rather than to the Branch 
Membership Secretary. Don’t worry about the money as the Branch gets the same amount per 
member regardless of the method used to renew. 

Alternatively, you can renew on-line via the club’s website: http://www.tomcc.org/Membership.aspx; 
paying by credit card or PayPal account. 

 

mailto:paul.l.anderson@btinternet.com
http://www.tomcc.org/Membership.aspx


 

Northants Branch Info and News 

 

Non-club members are welcome at all events unless specifically marked otherwise. Listen out for 
details at club nights, or check with committee members beforehand in case of short-notice 
alterations/cancellations. Except where indicated, club nights start at 8pm.  

Events 

Sun 12th Jul Branch Display: Jack’s Hill Café Ton-Up Day. Talk to Phil Barton about 
putting your Triumph on display. 

The show starts at 9am, with show bikes allowed on site from 7am. 

Mon 13th Jul Run to Norton Owners Club at The Wharf, Welford. Depart 7pm from 
Cobblers Car Park, Sixfield, Northampton, NN5 5QA. 

Wed 15th Jul Club Night at The Crown 

Sun 19th Jul VMCC Founders Day Rally at Stanford Hall 

Mon 20th Jul Run to Meriden TOMCC at Heart of England Social Club, Meriden (near 

Copventry). Depart 7pm from Cobblers Car Park, Sixfield, Northampton, 
NN5 5QA. 

Thu 30th Jul Run to Vintage MCC at The Obelisk Centre, Obelish Rise, Northampton. 
Depart 7pm from Pure Triumph, Wellingborough, NN8 1LD 

Sat-Sun 1st-2nd Aug Branch Display: East Carlton Transport Gala 

No passes required, just say that you are for the Triumph Owners stand 
when you arrive at the gate. 

Mon 3rd Aug Run to Bedford TOMCC at The Red Lion, Wilstead 

Wed 5th Aug Club Night at The Crown 

Sat 8th Aug Branch Display: Stilton Motorcycle Show (organised by Peterborough 

TOMCC) 

Wed 12th Aug Run to Honda Owners Club at The George, Northampton Road, Brixworth, 

NN6 9BU 

Sun 16th Aug Branch Display: Brackley Festival of Motorcycling 

Wed 19th Aug Club Night at The Crown 

Sat 22nd Aug Branch Display: Northants Bike Show, Chelveston 

Sat-Sun 26th-27th Sep Branch Display: Pistons & Props, Sywell Airfield. Only a limited number of 
spaces left. 

 

For some shows we take a gazebo in which to store helmets, shelter from the sun (or rain), and so 
on if you can provide transport for this on one or more occasions please contact Les Barras. 
 
Branch HQ:  

The Crown, Senwick Road, Wellingborough, NN8 1NJ. The pub is on the south-east side of 
Wellingborough, a 5 minute ride from the A45 and the southern section of the A509. It’s only a few 
hundred yards away from Pure Triumph, so if you know where the dealer’s showroom is our HQ will 
be easy to find. 
 
Meetings are held on the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of each month, starting at 8pm. Please park 
motorcycles in that section of the car park to the right of the pub’s front door. 
 
  



 

Northants Branch Info and News 

 

Pure Triumph:  

Our local Triumph dealer is based at The Embankment, Wellingborough, NN8 1LD. The company’s 
website can be found at www.puretriumph.co.uk.  

On production of a current Triumph Owners membership card, Pure Triumph at 
Wellingborough will give a 10% discount on the following items: Clothing, Oxford Products, 
Helmets, Oil products, Labour on Servicing. 

The Branch on the Internet: 
 
Our website can be found at: www.northantstomcc.org.uk. Most pages are public but there is one 
small section that is restricted to branch members only, accessed via the password that is advised 
separately.  

We are always looking for new articles and photos to add to it. If you have anything suitable please e-
mail the webmaster: webmaster@northantstomcc.org.uk 

We also have Facebook page: www.facebook.com/groups/northantstomcc/ 

Francois has been putting a lot more onto the website over the last couple of months. Reports and 
photos from all the recent rideouts and other events are there, and a new Roll of Honour section has 
been created. That currently lists all the winners of the Branch Concours d’Elegance trophies since 
we started doing them in 1983; also the recipients of the awards handed out at the AGM since 2011. 
The AGM awards dating back to 1978 will be added just as soon as we can work our way through all 
of the old AGM minutes. 

If you go on any branch events please make a conscious effort to take a photo (mobile phone OK) 
and send it to Sarge & Francois). This will ensure the newsletter and website have something to 
show when writing the reports.  

Links: 

Triumph Owners MCC national website: www.tomcc.org 

The club also has a page on Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/4526704577/. 

British Motorcyclists Federation: www.bmf.co.uk  

Triumph Motorcycles: www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk  

Bike Nights in Northamptonshire: 

Jack’s Hill Café Bike Night, A5 north of Towcester: First Friday of each month. 
www.jackshillcafe.co.uk  

Earls Barton Classic Car and Bike Meet, Whites Nurseries, Clay Lane: First Wednesday of each 
month April-September, 403pm to 9pm. www.classicbikemeet.co.uk/. £3 per person admission  

Billing Bike Night, Billing Garden Village, The Causeway, Great Billing. Every Wednesday from April. 
www.allseasonscafe.co.uk  

AJs Diner Bike Night, 141 Leyland Trading Estate, Irthlingborough Road, Wellingborough: Every 
Thursday 7pm-10pm. www.ajsdiner.co.uk (N.B. the website is a bit out of date at the moment) 
  

http://www.puretriumph.co.uk/
http://www.northantstomcc.org.uk/
mailto:webmaster@northantstomcc.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/northantstomcc/
http://www.tomcc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/4526704577/
http://www.bmf.co.uk/
http://www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk/
http://www.jackshillcafe.co.uk/
http://www.classicbikemeet.co.uk/
http://www.allseasonscafe.co.uk/
http://www.ajsdiner.co.uk/
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Dallington Fete:  

If you can’t commit to a whole day at East Carlton on 1st August but have any make of classic 
motorcycle or car that you fancy putting on show here’s an alternative…  

The Dallington village fete will take place on Saturday 1st August and ex-Northants Branch Chairman 
Mike Thompson has been tasked with organising a display of classic cars and bikes.  

The fete is on between 11am-4pm, with setting up from 10am. If you have a classic Triumph (i.e. pre-
1990) that you would like to put on display please get in touch with him. The same applies if you have 
another make of classic bike, or a classic car! The venue is the car park in Dallington Park Road, 
Northampton. 

Contact Mike on 07860-765546 or via tt-mike@hotmail.co.uk. 

Northants Triumph Owners 1977 to ?? 

The March 1987 issue of Vibrations was given over to a write-up of the Branch’s first 10 years of 
existence and here’s an extract: 

“The first official Meeting of the Northampton branch was held on 9th March 1977 and this was the 
Inaugural General Meeting. On looking at the minutes from that date it appears that there had been a 
few informal meetings beforehand but no records were kept of them. It doesn't say in the minutes 
where this meeting was held but I believe that it was in The Broadmead Pub, Northampton. The 
branch started with 24 members and a cash balance of £5.64! The committee elected on that night 
consisted of: Chairman-Mike Arnesen, Treasurer-M.Hardwick, Secretary-Steve Eke and General 
Members-Mick Holyoake, A.Damato & A.Males.” 

Original chairman Mike Arnesen got in touch with us recently and he supplied a bit more information 
about the formation of the branch: 

“The history is a bit blurred now because in the mid 70s I was a bit busy: RAC/ACU instructor/ 
examiner, active in Northampton branch committee, active on TOMCC national committee, active in 
Northampton MCC, active in AJS & Matchless Owners in Stony Stratford, and active in MAG national 
committee; weekend racing and hill climbs; plus a job change and things have got a bit confused. 

Certainly I think the branch was up and running well before 1977 because I bought my T150V in 74 
and was racing it at Lydden in 76-77, and I had a T100SS before that as qualifier for the club. I raced 
the Trident standard for 1 year and for 1 year with 3 into 1 can in 77.  

It was possibly around 77 that finally HQ recognised the branch (and the meets started at The 
Artichoke), because they often had problems with false starts for branches. For a while we met at the 
Black Horse on Wolverton Road, well known at the time as biker friendly. Can I as hell as like 
remember the other meeting places (bet Steve Eke would know if you can find him). My guess is the 
branch originated about 73-74, though to start with as a bunch of Triumph riding members of 
Northampton Motorcyclists Club.” 

With a lack of records before the first official meeting we have always treated March 1977 as our 
birthday, which means that in 2017 the Branch will be celebrating its 40th Anniversary.  

One of the things we would like to do as part of that celebration is to host the national Triumph 
Owners AGM in April 2017 – and we need your help! 

We are looking for a venue in the county that can seat 100 or so people and which has plenty of 
bike/car parking. It would also need a separate area where we could lay out a buffet for the lunch 
break. As people will be travelling from all over the country it would be, preferably, not too far away 
from the major roads for ease of access.  

If you have any suggestions please let Phil Barton know. We need to be able to present our plans to 
the National committee early on in 2016 so don’t leave it too late. 
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Branch Concours 

This year’s concours was a bit damp and, with so many members away on holiday, the turnout was 
lower than hoped for. Especially so for the pre-1990 machines of which there were only two 
examples.  

The results were: 

 Classic (pre-1990) Hinckley (1991 onwards) 

1st Ralph Love: T140 Buccaneer Stephen Reynolds: Thruxton 

2nd Paul Thomas: T140D Bonneville Special  Paul Mayhew: Daytona 955i 

3rd   Gary Bonham: Speed Triple 1050 

 

The two winning machines above, and the two runners-up below. 
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Northants Branch Clothing Range 

Our range of clothing follows the Henry Ford maxim of “any colour you like so long as it’s black”. 

All items come with the branch logo embroidered on the front, as shown here. Items 5 & 6 also 
include the large back-print (though this can be left off if requested). Items 1, 2 & 3 can have the back 
print added for an additional £7.50 per item. 
 

 Item Price 

1 T-Shirt £12.00 

2 Polo Shirt £14.50 

3 Business Shirt £25.00 

4 Fleece £25.00 

5 Sweatshirt £26.00 

6 Hoodie £29.50 

7 Baseball Cap £12.00 

8 Sew-On Patch £6.00 

 

Clothing should be ordered via Les Barras at one of our club nights. All being well, what you order at 
one club night will be available for collection at the next (we have not looked at postage costs so it is 
collection only for the time being).  

Open Evening on 1st July 

Our Open Evening on 1st July turned out to be an excellent night on what was the hottest day of the 
year. A quick count suggested that around 65 motorcycles were parked up over the course of the 
evening; adding in those who came by car we probably played host to 80-90 people. 

Peterborough Triumph Owners sent along a contingent and one person came along from Bedford 
Branch; I don’t know if any other branches were represented though. Other clubs included the 
Vintage MCC, Vintage Japanese Motorcycle Club, East Northants Classic Club, Mayflower MCC, the 
Barrel Bikers, and Cernunnos MCC. If any other clubs were present apologies for not noticing you! 

A big thank you must go to the managers and staff at The Crown for allowing us use of the whole car 
park for the evening; they also did a terrific job behind the bar and on the barbecue (lovely burgers). 
Thanks also to those members who turned up early to marshal the parking, especially Dougal Baird. 

 

 



 

My Ireland Trip 2015 

Well I started off on my yearly pilgrimage to Ireland, this year on my Tiger 800 XC which would prove 
to be perfectly suited to the terrain on this year’s Adventure Bike Riders rally.  I set out on Friday 29th 
May from Holyhead to Dublin; the 4 hour crossing got me over at 5.15pm, then it was onto my B & B 
in Northern Ireland a journey of 135 miles. 

   

 

On arrival at 9pm a quick turnaround then off to see the boys at the Shepherds Rest pub in 
Draperstown, where the rally was being held. After some pints of the black stuff it was back to the B 
& B to be ready for the all day ride the next day.  We were told to meet with full tanks outside the pub 
at 9am as there were 22 bikes and we were going to be out all day.  After an hour of riding on trails 
that a mountain goat would do well at, we came to a small village for a pre-arranged breakfast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tiger was now in its element going up small tracks on the side of vast hills through streams and 
over shale, there are two other Triumphs with us another 800 Tiger and a 1200 Explorer but as I 
have the XC version this terrain is what my bike was made for.  More of the same after breakfast until 
we came down off the mountain to the lovely seaside town of Ballycastle where we stayed an hour 
for lunch. 

 
  



 

My Ireland Trip 2015 

Then to Ballintoy…  

   

and onto the famous "Dark Hedges"… 

 

Some more photos of our ride, ending at 8pm back at pub after 11 hours and 230 miles. 

    

 



 

My Ireland Trip 2015 

 

The next day for me I was off to the Republic of Ireland, to my new base for the next week (Wexford). 
The 230 miles south from the rally was soon dispatched as the Tiger is such an easy, comfortable 
and smooth bike to ride.  The Tiger did not move for a week as I was staying in Wexford with the 
family.  Then on Friday 5th June I was up to Dublin for the ferry home. A total of 1,250 trouble free 
miles with the Tiger running great and returning 55-58 mpg. 

Gary Bonham 

 

This picture appeared on the cover of the May 
1975 “Bike” magazine for its Electric Start 
British Bike Giant Test. As it was such a 
dramatic image it was later reproduced as a 
poster, which must have adorned lots of 
bedroom walls and workshops in the late 
1970s. 

In 1975 I was in the first year of my A Levels at 
school and the day that this photo-shoot took 
place was the first day of our Geography field 
trip. We were heading to the Isle of Purbeck in 
Dorset and Stonehenge just happened to be 
where we stopped for lunch. 

Whilst our teacher was trying to explain the 
geological origin of the various rock types that 
make up the stones a few of us were more 
interested in watching the bikes being set up 
for different poses.  

When it was time for us to pile back into the 
mini-buses the two bikes were outside but the 
electric start on the Trident wasn’t playing ball. 
That was compounded by the journalist not 
being able to kick it over.  

And the solution to that dilemma? Half a dozen Northampton schoolboys (yours truly included) giving 
it a push start across the car park. 

Sarge. 



 

Legal Matters 

The last 12 months have seen a number of changes to motoring law, some of which are well known 
but some of which are catching people out… 

 

Vehicle Tax 

On 1st October 2014 two important changes were made to vehicle taxation. The first, and most widely 
known was that tax discs are now redundant – when you renew your tax you no longer get a disc to 
display.  

The second change has caught quite a few people out and has resulted in some people being fined 
through ignorance of the law rather than deliberately flouting it. 

What happens now is that if you sell a vehicle the tax does not transfer with it. If you are the seller 
you need to apply to the DVLA for a refund on any unused complete months. If you are the buyer you 
need to apply for new tax before you can use the vehicle on the road – which means that you cannot 
just turn up, hand over you money to the seller and drive away as the moment the transaction is 
complete any existing tax is null and void (and which also may mean that your insurance is invalid). 

As the seller cannot reclaim tax for any part used months this means that for any vehicle sales made 
other than on the last day of the month the government actually gets two lots of tax for the same 
vehicle: the unredeemable tax month from the seller and the first month of new tax from the buyer. 

www.gov.uk/government/news/vehicle-tax-changes  

 

Driving Licence 

The other law change concerns driving licences and came into effect on 8th June. 

If you have a Photo Driving Licence the paper counterpart is now redundant and has no legal status.  

If you need to provide evidence of your driving record (entitlements and/or penalty points), you can 
only do this via DVLA website’s “Share Driving Licence” service. It generates a ‘check code’ to pass 
to the person or organisation that needs to view your driving licence details; for example a new 
employer or if you want to hire a vehicle. 

That check code only works in the UK but if you are hiring a vehicle overseas it’s possible to print off 
a driving licence summary (but whether those overseas hire companies will accept it is another 
matter). 

Of course the other thing you need to remember is that your photo driving licence is only valid for 10 
years so don’t forget to renew that in good time. 

 

If you only have a paper driving licence, issued prior to the introduction of photocards in 1998, it is 
unaffected by these changes and remains valid until the expiry date printed on it (normally your 70th 
birthday). 

 

www.gov.uk/government/news/driving-licence-changes  

 

And if you do need to change your driving licence for any reason make sure that all your vehicle 
classes are transferred over – there are many tales of people whose motorcycle entitlement has 
gone AWOL when getting a new licence, particularly when swapping from the old paper licence to a 
photocard version. 

http://www.gov.uk/government/news/vehicle-tax-changes
https://www.gov.uk/view-driving-licence
http://www.gov.uk/government/news/driving-licence-changes

