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Reading: Psalms 127,128

“What God has joined together, let no man separate” (Mt 19:6)

Family is God’s eternal idea. It’s God’s basic unit of creation. The
devil is all out to destroy it. More and more families are breaking up.
Covenant relationships vanish. Spouses grow impatient and irritated
with each other. Children turn bitter against parents. These are
endtime signals. The last verses of the Old Testament speak of the
restorative ministry of the Holy Spirit in the endtime (Mal 4:5,6).

Apostle Paul predicted, “In the last days perilous times will come;
For men will be lovers of themselves... disobedient to parents...
without natural affection” (2 Tim 3:1-3). These days are already on
us. Though separation or divorce is not easy in Indian culture,
unresolved conflicts are there in every other family. Follow these
simple guidelines for family survival—

Husband and wife should consistently grow in mutual love and
respect by spending quality time with each other. Pray, meditate the
Bible and enjoy things together. True love means faithfulness,
forgiveness and forbearance. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 together
frequently for retrospect and renewal. Mature counselling must be
sought at early symptoms of disunity.

Parents should be models than masters to the children. Children
should not be threatened or over-corrected. Parents must become
friends to the children. The husband should not dump on the wife all
the respon-sibility of child-rearing and training. Scripturally the
responsibility is largely on fathers (Eph 6:4). Nowadays parents give
their children everything except themselves. This is sure to bring
disaster.

Family prayer should not be sacrificed for anything.
Throw away the television or any pastime which steals
away the family prayer time. The family altar would
alter many a family! The family that prays together
stays together. John Wesley (1703-1791) testified that he
learnt more about Christianity from his mother than
from all the theologians of England.

Let us parents claim this endtime promise for our children: “In
the last days, says God, I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see
visions” (Acts 2:17). A happy family is but an earlier Heaven!

Happy the home when God is there and love fills every breast;
When one their wish and one their prayer and one their heav’nly rest!
            (Henry Ware Jr., 1794-1843)       See page 27 for the entire song.
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Our Father who is in Heaven,

We worship You as the One who created the first family. We thank You
for Your concern for each family on earth. We remember Your promise to
Abraham that all the families on earth would be blessed through him. We
come against Satan who tries to destroy the family unit. He employs the
same trick with us as he did with Adam and Eve.

Thank You, Father, for the hedge You have made around our families
so we may be protected from the attacks of the enemy. Just like the red
thread on Rahab’s house, we claim the power of the Blood of Jesus, Your
Son, to protect our homes. Save our families, O God, from the floods of
wickedness and corruption which have sunk our society.

We pray, O God, that the differences we have between one another as
spouses do not lead to disunity. Help us to root out all bitterness, and fill
us with self-sacrificing love. Soften our hearts to forgive one another as You
have forgiven us. Let one’s strength make up for the weakness of the spouse.

Father God, we come to You for our children. We are worried that their
times are more difficult than ours. They are more influenced by their friends
than what we tell them and teach them at home. Give us, O God, more
wisdom to bring them up in all godliness and faith. We as parents confess
our failure in spending enough time with them to instill in them the
Biblical values. Forgive us, O Lord, and be merciful to us. Deliver them
from the evil influence of the social media.

O unchanging God, we seek Your hand to be placed upon our children
for their future. Without Your blessing, all our efforts will be futile. Bless
each of them, O Lord, with Salvation, the greatest gift of all. Let them be
filled with the Holy Spirit at the earliest.

Dear Lord, we come to You for the families in our Churches and
neighbourhood which are in trouble. Make us peacemakers. Fill us with
Your wisdom to counsel warring couples and settle issues. We pray for the
widows, widowers and single parents. Let us go all out to help and support
them even if we burn our fingers more than once. Help us trim the smoking
wicks like Jesus.

We pray in His Name who is the Prince of Peace! Amen!

(Mt 5:9; 6:9; 19:13,14;  Gen 2:20-25; 3:1-6; 12:1-3;  1 Cor 7:5,14;  Job 1:10;  Josh 2:15;
Eph 4:31,32; 6:4;  1 Tim 3:4;  Mk 10:13,14;  Js 1:27;  Isa 42:3; 9:6)


