
Sermon 30: Luke 6:43-49: Concluding Challenges to True Religion
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INTRODUCTION

As my introduction to this sermon let me give a quote about conclusions to sermons: ‘The 
last sixty seconds are typically the most dynamic moments in excellent sermons.  With these
final words, a preacher marshals the thought and emotion of the entire message into an 
exhortation that makes all that has preceded clear and compelling.  A conclusion is a 
sermon’s destination.  Ending contents are alive—packed with tension, drama, energy, and 
emotion.  This never means bombast and does not necessitate grandiloquence, since deep 
and powerful thought are often expressed in quiet, sincere terms.  Masterful conclusions 
sometimes thunder, and other times they crackle with an electricity barely audible to the 
ears, but the best endings always register in the heart.’1  The conclusion to a sermon is the 
most likely part of the sermon to be remembered so a skilled preacher will work hard to 
ensure that the sermon ends in such a way to carry the message to such a climax that the 
listener goes away moved to do what they have now learnt they ought to do.  Jesus was the
greatest teacher who ever lived and His sermon conclusions have all the ingredients that 
make for a good conclusion.  

We have come to the end of the Sermon on the Plain and all that Jesus has been saying in 
criticism of the false religion of His day comes to a challenging conclusion.  We have entered
the parabolic part of the sermon where Jesus uses parables to drive His points home, the 
picture of the blind guides, the log in the eye, and now we continue in v43-49 looking at two
more pictures, the tree and its fruit, and the house and its foundation.  Jesus moves 
through the pictures of being an eye inspector, to a fruit inspector, to a building inspector all
in a bid to drive us towards the true service of God.  Our last two pictures double as a 
criticism and a challenge, they critique the prevailing religious practice while challenging us 
to something better.  The last challenge of eye examination was a challenge to avoid the 
judgemental spirit of the day.  These last two challenges expose two other problems in 
sinful religion, Jesus teaching on the relationship between the heart and its fruit calls us 
beyond the skin deep religion that resulted in white-washed tombs, a loveless religion that 
was full of ceremony and pomp and not from the heart.  Jesus teaching on the house and 
its foundation is a challenge to be more than hearers or talkers but doers of the word.  

Heart religion

Let’s begin looking at the fruit and the tree and its challenge to heart religion.  V43-45, ‘“For
no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, 44 for each tree is 
known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thornbushes, nor are grapes picked 
from a bramble bush. 45 The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces 
good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of 
the heart his mouth speaks.’  This section begins with a ‘for’ connecting it to the previous 
section.  The previous section was about exposing the judgmentalism of the false teachers 
and calling for self-examination as its remedy.  This talk about fruit is a further principle 
being brought to bear by Christ both to the false teachers in critique and to ourselves in 
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self-critical evaluation.   That Jesus is urging His disciples to be discerning and test teachers 
by their fruits is clear from the other places Jesus uses this same idea.  Matt. 7:15-16, 
‘“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous 
wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or 
figs from thistles?’  As well as Matt. 12:33-34, ‘Either make the tree good and its fruit good, 
or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, for the tree is known by its fruit. 34 You brood of 
vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaks.’  

This call to test a person by their fruit comes at the end of a sermon where Jesus has been 
demonstrating all the various ways in which the religion of the day is deficient.  There is no 
humility and poverty of spirit but self-righteousness; there is no mourning over a sinful 
nature, the seriousness of sin and how sin affects our neighbor; there is no generosity, no 
mercy, no grace towards sinners; there is law but no love; there is religion but no 
righteousness.  And here is the clincher, Jesus says that this is a bad tree.  Yes you heard 
Him correctly a religious tree bearing religious fruit can be bad if it does not agree with 
God’s holiness, love and grace.  There are two ways to hell one by openly breaking the law, 
the other by selfishly using the law; the one is religious the other irreligious.  This message 
shook Israel and it was the religious people that ended up killing Christ.  

Since religious teachers can have a veneer of godliness, there can be an apparent 
agreement with the truth, we need a test to reveal the danger.  This is what Christ gives us 
here a call to test and the test which will show us all up for what we are.  At first He simply 
states a universal principle in v43, ‘no good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear 
good fruit.’  If you cannot see the roots of a tree, or know its true condition, the fruit will 
reveal it, and in the same way our fruit reveals us, and so Christ continues, v44, ‘for each 
tree is known by its fruit.’  Not only will healthy trees bear healthy fruit, but trees bear fruit 
in kind, ‘For figs are not gathered from thornbushes, nor are grapes picked from a bramble 
bush.’  V45 makes clear what Jesus is saying and especially ties fruit to the words of one’s 
mouth in other words, He is associating fruit with religious teaching, ‘The good person out 
of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure 
produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.’  

It is generally agreed that there are four types of fruit to test, there is the test of one’s 
character; then one’s works; then one’s teaching, and also one’s disciples in the case of a 
false teacher.  Throughout Christ’s ministry He gives us negative examples concerning the 
religious authorities.  With regard to their characters He exposes them as proud, greedy, 
self-righteous, and merciless.  He talks about their works when He highlights their inner 
works calling them whitewashed tombs.  Their teachings are called out all along the way as 
they are shown to major on minors, add men’s traditions to God’s laws and teach ways of 
sinning using loopholes in the law.  And with regard to their disciples He talks about how 
they travel far to gain a single disciple who becomes twice as deserving of hell as 
themselves.

Applied today we could point to the greed of prosperity teachers, the self-righteousness and
control of the various cults, and the idolatry of the world’s major religions as they teach a 
god that denies the God of the Bible.  Interestingly Jesus emphasizes the words of their 
mouth as the main test.  This is very helpful.  Many today look at other people to see if they
are nice and moral and do not give a second thought about what they teach about God and 
salvation.  Outwardly people can appear good, but the teaching that comes out of their 
mouths is the thing that we need to focus on to see past those external things that could 
deceive us.  



That is Christ’s teaching on fruit by way of critique, but we would be in error if we only used
it to test others and not ourselves.  When the religion of the day was focused on externals 
like keeping your distance from others who were deemed unclean Jesus comes as a heart 
surgeon to remind us that the heart is the heart of the matter.  ‘The good person out of the 
good treasure of his heart produces good.’  The key is not hang good fruit on a bad tree but
to turn a bad heart into a good heart.  Jesus is not asking His disciples to put a little religion 
in their lives or to merely change some external behaviors, the challenge is to have a good 
heart.  This call to cultivate the inner person is not a call to get in touch with your feelings 
but to have hearts full of real love.  

Here is the trouble, your hearts and mine are sinful.  If we draw water from a polluted well 
it will be no good.  This highlights the heart condition that we have and our need for God to 
do something with our hearts.  The good news is that God promised to give us hearts of 
flesh in the place of hearts of stone.  The good news is that God puts the Holy Spirit within 
us who enables the fruit of the Spirit.  To become a good tree that produces good fruit does
not begin with sticking fruit on a bad tree but by humbling ourselves before God recognizing
our own inability and calling upon Him to save us, to renew us and to fill us with His Spirit.  
Only once we are born again can we now begin to cultivate the right sort of fruit in our 
lives.  God begins a work of renewal within us and now through a committed work of 
pruning off the old and cultivating the new the fruit can begin to show.  This means that the
fruit we produce will not be a commendation of our own self-examination or how much 
better we are at being good than others, it is a commendation of God’s work within us and 
the power of His Spirit. 

Our characters ought to reflect this new work of God.  Love towards our enemies; joy in our
trials; peace with others; patience when tested; kind when we are mistreated; full of 
goodness not wickedness; faithful to our relationships, our word and our responsibilities; 
gentle with the weak, those caught in sin and the immature; self-controlled not governed by
passion.  These are the fruit of the Spirit, do you have these fruit?  Notice that I said fruit 
not fruits because the Bible puts it in the singular indicating that all of these fruits are 
supposed to grow together.  Do you have the religion of the heart that is wrought by the 
Spirit that produces good fruit from a good heart, or like the Pharisees is your religion 
pretend, temporary, a sham and beneath the veneer of your religion is a heart that has not 
yet experienced grace?  

Obedient religion

The first challenge of Christ’s conclusion is a challenge to heart religion, the second is to 
obedient religion.  V46, ‘“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you?’  The 
first error Christ has addressed is the problem of dress up religion, here the second one is 
the problem of saying and not doing.  Jesus begins with a strong question showing the 
disjuncture between what one confesses and what one does.  I love the way one of the 
commentators put it, ‘the truest profession of our faith is the practice of our faith.’  This is 
the challenge of James 1:22, ‘But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves.’  Once again Jesus is addressing the religious not the irreligious, in fact He is 
addressing those of the right faction, those who confess Him to be their Lord.  He is warning
those who claim to be His disciples not to practice following Him in the same way that they 
used to practice their old religion.  

We see from various portions of scripture that those who had an empty confession was a 
common problem.  Amongst the Jews especially who had a cultural base to their religion this



was a big problem.  If being born Jewish means being born into the covenant and 
automatically assumed to be a worshiper of God, this can produce a laxity in one’s religion.  
You are not religious by choice, or by conviction but rather by a default cultural situation 
you just happened to be born into.  This situation produced many orthodox hypocrites.  
James speaks of them this way, James 2:18-19, ‘18 But someone will say, “You have faith 
and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith 
by my works. 19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and 
shudder!’  Being born in a so called Christian country, or to a Christian family runs the same 
risk.

Jesus highlights by this verse that there is no such thing as a disobedient Christian.  To be a
Christian, a follower of Christ is to be obedient to His commandments.  This does not mean 
that Christians do not sometimes fail, they do.  But if the general tenor of your life is one 
where you say you are a Christian but you do not do as Christ says, and no one could tell 
based on your life that you have a Lord whose commands you are seeking to live all your 
life by, then you would fall into the category that Christ is addressing here.  This may sound 
brutal, but this is the challenge that Jesus is ending His sermon on.  Many have followed 
Christ, He has thousands attending to His words, He has many who have even associated 
with Him as disciples, but some come to Him and act towards Him as they did in their old 
religious life, as hypocrites.  

Jesus stresses this in the next verse, v47, ‘Everyone who comes to me and hears my words 
and does them, I will show you what he is like:’  Look at those three steps, coming to Christ,
hearing Christ and doing what He says.  Some come to see the spectacle, some even 
respect His teachings, but it is those who obey Him who shows that He has indeed become 
their Lord.  Is Jesus the Lord of your life?  Do you obey Him in everything?  Do you only 
obey when others are watching or do you honor Him in private?  Do you obey Him in your 
thought and heart or only outwardly?  Do you accept those commands that are hard and 
outside your comfort zone and that feel natural to your personality, or do you accept all of 
His commands?  Do you agree with Jesus against your culture and traditions or do you only 
accept Him as far as He agrees with what is trending today?

Jesus ends His sermon with the memorable pictures of two houses and their foundations: 
v48-49, ‘he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the 
rock. And when a flood arose, the stream broke against that house and could not shake it, 
because it had been well built. 49 But the one who hears and does not do them is like a man 
who built a house on the ground without a foundation. When the stream broke against it, 
immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great.”  Jesus uses a parable about 
foundations to bring home the importance of applying his teachings.  His teachings are a 
foundation of rock, and our lives are houses.  Either we build on the rock who is Christ, or 
whatever else we take as a foundation will be unstable sand.  The parable talks about two 
men who built houses, one was wise and one was foolish.  They both chose foundations for 
their houses.  One chose Christ, another chose whatever your imagination can come up 
with.  The foundations are hidden from view and the houses no doubt would have appeared
fairly similar, you could only tell the difference when disaster struck which house was built 
upon the stable foundation of Christ, and which was built on sand.  Now there are two types
of tests that the flood of these verses could be referring to, it could be the tests and trials 
we experience in this life, or it could be the trial of judgement day.

When you put your faith in Christ as your saviour, and show your faith by a life of 
obedience, then you have built your life upon a rock.  You will have an anchor for the soul 
as well as wisdom for your walk.  The Christian has enough resources in God to overcome 



depression, the loss of a loved one, financial collapse, a trial like Job’s, and even martyrdom.
God becomes our strength enabling us to stand in the midst of life’s trials.  But those who 
do not have Christ, what happens to them when they look in the mirror and see age and 
disease taking over?  What hope do they have when their loved ones die?  What strength 
greater than their own do they lean on when the burdens of life become too great?  Without
Christ they do not have enough to weather the storms of life.  The first test where the 
Christian is able to stand because of Christ is the test of life’s circumstances.

The second test is the test of judgement day.  There may be some very religious people 
who live their lives that they may appear little different from the one who is built on Christ.  
There may even be those who have had little storms in life and arrive at death with their 
houses still in tact.  And there may even be those who have made confessions of following 
Jesus but their whole lives where lived in contradiction to that confession.  Jesus warns us 
that in the final day of judgement, the full truth of everyone’s life will be exposed.  Religious
people who were not built upon Christ but another god will fall in the judgement.  Those 
who made it through this life unscathed will finally fall and be judged for their sins in the 
judgement, and those who made false confessions of following Jesus and did not live lives 
of obedience will also fall in the judgement.

In the context Jesus has been talking about true and false confessions, a judgement 
according to works shows the truth about one’s confession.  Those who spoke, dressed and 
acted in front of other people like Christians, but are in fact hypocrites will be exposed.  How
will you fare in judgement day?  Is Jesus your rock or are you trusting in your own 
goodness to save you?  Is Jesus your rock or are you trusting in your church to save you, or
baptism, or some other work?  Christ is the only foundation for our lives for he is the only 
one who died for your sins that you can stand forgiven before an all seeing judge.  Put your 
faith in Christ now, do not wait, choose now to follow him and make him the rock for your 
life’s foundation.

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus Christ, my righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.

    
                     
     


