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SUMMARY_____________________________________________ 

SB 699 would require the State Board to make 

school climate a statewide indicator, and the state 

would then collect and report school and LEA-level 

data on the California School Dashboard. Making 

clear that positive school climate is a priority for 

California would improve student safety and 

development as well as academic outcomes. Each 

LEA would administer the California Healthy Kids 

Survey (CHKS) or an approved alternative in 

tandem with a subset of the CHKS in order collect 

standardized school climate data statewide. The 

Board would also create standards for 

performance and improvement based on data 

collected from the CHKS. 

 

BACKGROUND________________________________________ 

School climate strongly influences students' 

motivation to learn and improve academic 

achievement. When school members feel safe, 

valued, cared for, respected, and engaged, learning 

increases. Schools that provide students with 

support to meet these basic needs allow them to 

grow socially and emotionally and avoid problems 

ranging from emotional distress to drug use to 

violence—in addition to helping them achieve 

academically.  

In 2013, with the adoption of the Local Control 

Funding Formula (LCFF), California began to 

evolve its accountability system, focusing on 

multiple measures and moving towards a system of 

support that advances continuous improvement at 

school, district, regional, and state levels. The initial 

design of the LCFF recognized the critical role that 

positive school conditions and climate play in 

advancing student performance and equity. 

 

The design and rationale for California’s move to a 

multiple measures accountability system involves 

both “state” and “local” indicators. As a local 

indicator, LEAs must report how they administered 

a local climate survey (at least every other year) 

that provides a valid measure of perceptions of 

school safety and connectedness to their local 

governing boards at a regularly scheduled meeting 

and report to stakeholders and the public through 

the Dashboard. 

 

The state has curated tools and surveys for LEAs to 

use but school climate is only included in the 

dashboard as a local indicator that they have either 

met or not met by conducting the surveys. The 

dashboard does not reflect the findings of the 

surveys or any reflection of the disparate 

experiences between groups of students. By not 

including the school climate surveys as a state 

indicator, the state cannot ensure that schools and 

districts who are struggling to provide the positive, 

safe and identity affirming school climate that 

students deserve will get the help they need to 

improve.  

 

Using a school climate survey to collect school 

climate perception data from students, school staff, 

and families is the first step in creating a positive 

school climate. Survey results can provide schools 

with information about how each group of 

individuals perceives conditions for learning. Such 

information can then be used to design prevention 

and intervention programs specific to the needs of 

the school community.  

 

THIS BILL______________________________________________ 

SB 699 requires the State Board of Education to 

adopt a statewide school climate survey indicator, 

based on data collected from the California Healthy 

Kids Survey. It also requires the state board to 

adopt standards for school district and individual 

school site performance and expectations for 

improvement on the school climate indicator, and 

to publicly report performance data. LEAs would 

also be required to administer the CHKS or an 

approved alternative with a subset of the CHKS on 

an annual basis. 

SUPPORT______________________________________________ 

Teach Plus (Sponsor) 

California Association for Bilingual Education 

Californians Together 

Children Now 

Educators for Excellence – LA 



  

Office of Senator Susan Talamantes Eggman • Senate Bill 699 Fact Sheet 

SB 699 – School Climate  

SUPPORT (continued________________________________ 

Families in Schools 

Para Los Ninos 

Parent Revolution 

Partnership for Los Angeles Schools 

Speak Up 

Teach for America - California 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION__________________________ 
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