
JULY 25 Daring Davids!
Reading: 1 Samuel 17:32-51

“He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world”  (1 Jn 4:4)

David before Goliath! A lad before a giant! A shepherd boy before a
champion! With the armour Saul gave David, he could not even
walk (1 Sam 17:38,39). David’s brother got angry with him (v 28). The
King underestimated him (v 33). The enemy cursed him (v 43). But
David had his strength and hope in the Lord (v 45). He challenged
Goliath, “You come to me with a sword, with a spear and with a javelin.
But I come to you in the Name of the Lord of Hosts, the God of the
armies of Israel, whom you have defied” (v 45).

When we set out to do missionary work we might meet with
intimidating powers, but we don’t need to be terrified by the giants of
science, technology and modern machinery. One man plus God is the
maximum! There is no match for that. We need not be afraid of the
Goliaths of today — oppositions that arise in the form of unfair “laws,”
direct and indirect intimidations and even attacks.

We need to be bold and daring. We must not give place to inferiority
complex. Though a minority we are a significant minority. It is to the
“little flock” the Father gives the Kingdom (Lk 12:32). The words of
Benjamin Fernando are encouraging: “Crushing the Church is like
smashing the atom: divine energy of high quality is released in
enormous quantity and with miraculous effects!”

What David spoke sounded like an “unknown tongue” to Saul and
his armies! True it was! He learnt it in the wilderness, alone with God.
The Lord Himself trained David how to use the staff and the sling (1
Sam 17:40). He had five smooth stones but he had to use only one. The
other four he kept for the future Goliaths! There is sufficient power in
the Blood that oozed out from Christ’s five wounds, to reach the five
Continents. Let’s not be afraid. God will cause our feet to be placed “on
the necks of the five kings” (Josh 10:24,25).

Fear will only cripple us in our efforts to evangelise the world. He
who has commanded us to go to the “ends of the earth” has also
promised us that He would be with us till the “end of the age!” (Mt
28:19,20). Let’s  confess, “My God and I make an undefeatable team!”
The fire of God cannot be damped out by the waters of man’s
persecution.

Ye Christian soldiers, rise against the foes in vales below;
Let all our strength be hurled;
Faith is the victory, we know, that overcomes the world !

(John  H. Yates, 1837-1900)
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Almighty God, we worship You for Your Omnipotence. We join Moses
and sing, “You have triumphed gloriously! You are our Strength, Song and
Salvation. You are our God. We exalt You. You are a Man of War. The Lord
is Your name. Your right hand, O Lord, has become glorious in power;
Your right hand, O Lord, has dashed the enemy in pieces. In the greatness
of Your excellence You have overthrown those who rose against You. Who
is like You, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like You, glorious in holiness,
fearful in praises, doing wonders? You in Your mercy lead forth the people
whom You have redeemed. You guide them in Your strength to Your holy
habitation. You, Lord, shall reign forever and ever.”

Thank You, Lord God, for making a way for us even through the Red
Sea. Thank You, O God, for enabling us walk through mighty waters like
Jordan. Thank You, O God, for breaking down the walls of Jericho in our
lives. Thank You, O God, for granting us victory upon victory over the
Amalekites. Thank You, O God, for strengthening us to strike the lions and
bears which steal Your sheep. Thank You, O Lord, for Your Name thro’
which we can fell Goliaths who challenge Your people and defy Your
Name. Thank You for the revival fires You poured on the Church through
the ages against the reproach of the prophets of Baal. Thank You, for
strengthening our hands to rebuild the walls destroyed by the enemy. Your
power is awesome, O God. Even mountains would melt in Your presence.

Help us, O Lord, not to forget Your miracles of the past. We are challenged
by atheists and philosophers; give us the wisdom You gave to Daniel and
Stephen. We are challenged by soothsayers and magicians in the mission
fields; give us the courage and power You gave to Moses and Paul. We are
challenged by Gospel-haters and backslidden clergy; give us the boldness
and wisdom You gave to Peter and John. O, arm of the Lord, rise as in the
days of old! Let apostolic days return! Help us stand against the enemy by
the Blood of Jesus and the word of our testimony, even unto death.

Give us, O God, the wisdom to discern the schemes of Satan. Help us
stir ourselves and rise up to the occasion with Your Spirit of power and
of love and of a sound mind. Let us never put off Your whole armour.
Remind us often thro’ Your Spirit that You who are in us are greater than
the one in the world. To You belong power, dominion and glory! Amen!

(Ex 14:22; 15:1-18;  Psa 78:13; 97:5;  Josh 4:10; 6:15-17;  1 Sam 17:34,35, 48-50;  1 Ki 18:21;
Neh 2:18;  6:15;  Dan 1:17,20;  Acts 4:13; 6:8-10;  2 Tim 1:7; 4:16;  Rev 12:10,11;  Eph 6:10,11; 1 Jn 4:4)


