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Mercy Matters

St Vincent de Paul
Lord Jesus, You who willed to become poor, give us eyes and a heart directed toward the poor. Help us to recognize you 

in them– in their thirst, their hunger, their loneliness, and their misfortune.
Enkindle within our Vincentian Family unity, simplicity, humility, and the �re of love that burned in St. Vincent de Paul.

Strengthen us, so that, faithful to the practice of these virtues, we may contemplate you and serve you in the person of 
the poor, and may one day be united with you and them in your kingdom.

Amen.

Dear Mercy College Community,

27 September – Feast of St Vincent de Paul
St Vincent de Paul was born in France in 1581. He was ordained a priest in 1600. During his life he dedicated himself to 
serving the poor of his time and is remembered as a man of compassion, humility and charity. Vincent died in 1660 and 
was canonised in 1737. The St Vincent de Paul Society was founded in Australia on 5 March 1854 at St Francis' Church, 
Lonsdale Street, Melbourne by Fr Gerald Ward. Vincent is the patron of all works of charity. Mercy College is a recognised 
supporter of these charities. One example is the Vinnie’s initiative, enabled through our Christian Service Learning 
program. Thank you to Ms Karen Wilson (CSL Coordinator) and the students, sta� and families who have contributed over 
the years.

K-9 Learning Journeys – Tuesday, 11 September 2018
Thank you to our families who attended the Learning Journeys, or participated in a tour. This growing initiative has 
improved over time, after gathering your feedback. This year it was a great success and I hope you discovered more about 
your child’s education and our community. Thank you to the sta� and students for the organisation, hospitality, availability 
and your warm welcome.

Mercy Day – Friday, 21 September 2018
Tomorrow marks a great day of recognition of our Mercy charisms. Thank you to the sta� and students who have 
organised the day. We are all looking forward to the Mass, activities and Mercy Idol.



Best wishes to our Year Twelve students who are completing exams over the holiday break. May you stay focussed and 
make the necessary sacri�ces to ensure you can do the very best according to your own individual capabilities.

Please note that all students return on Monday 8 October in full summer uniform, including hats. Students without hats 
will be sent to shady areas during break times.

I wish our College community a safe and happy holiday break, spending quality time with family members.

Kind regards,

Julie Hornby | Principal

Strategic Plan 2020 – 2024
Our new Strategic Plan is due to be developed next year. In 
preparation for this, a very important survey will be sent to 
you to assist us in our future directions. I envisage the survey 
will be available during Week Two: Term Four. Your input is 
imperative and will be greatly appreciated. I encourage our 
students to also have input also.

Religious Education Week
Congratulations to Mrs Liz Williams and the Religious 
Education (RE) Team for the extra work in Evangelisation, 
through RE week, in the lead up to Mercy Day.

The theme was ‘ Year of Youth - Become Saints of the 21st Century’. Thank you all for your e�orts with the activities and for 
bringing the spirit in our community alive.

Mercy College Shop
All students are to return Term Four in full summer uniform (please refer to student organiser).  The College Shop will 
be open during the following extra hours during the school holidays to make this transition easier.
 
 - Wednesday 3 October 12 pm-5 pm
 - Friday 5 October 8 am-1 pm
 
No appointment required.

Ms Porter Sharon | College Shop Manager
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Happy Holidays
As we come to the end of Term Three I take this opportunity to thank everyone for their ongoing support and 
commitment to our Primary community. As our jam-packed term comes to a close I am sure you are all looking 
forward to the Term 3 holidays. I wish you all  a safe, enjoyable and relaxing holiday and remind you that Term Four will 
start on Monday 8 October with students returning in their summer uniform.

First Eucharist
Congratulations to our Year Four students who over the weekend received their First Eucharist. It is a very special time 
not only for the children but also for their families. A big thank you to Mrs Allison Barnard and Miss Alycia 
Della-Vedova for preparing our children so well, to Jenny Watts, the Sacramental Coordinator from Our Lady of Mercy 
and of course, Father Sam. 

Mercy Day Reminder
As you are all aware Mercy Day, our last day of term is a wonderful way to remember and celebrate the Sisters of Mercy 
and their works. As well as everyone donating $2 to this fantastic cause the primary students have also had the 
opportunity to get a Mercy Day Pack which includes a sausage sizzle, drink, fairy �oss & a Freddo for $5, so if you 
haven’t already, please get your money to your class teacher ASAP.
  
This year all students are also allowed to bring extra spending money – please ensure it is put in a safe spot as children 
are responsible for their own money.

Learning Journey
Our Learning Journey evening on Tuesday was a truly fabulous event and a great success across the whole school. The 
children had worked so hard to showcase their learning and were very proud to be able to share their classrooms and 
other learning areas with their family and other guests. Each classroom and learning area was magni�cently ‘styled’ to 
make sure that the children’s work and activities were easily accessed by parents. I hope that you were as impressed 
as I was with the quality of the work shown. It was also very a�rming to the children as each class shared the 
comments and good wishes left by parents in each class.

Thank you for your continued support of the wonderful work done by our sta� and students.

School Banking
Our banking ladies are hoping to be kept a lot busier each Tuesday during banking morning. Our student bankers 
seem to have slowed down their e�orts and we would love to encourage our more than 100 bankers to start 
depositing again.

Banking takes place each Tuesday morning from 8am in the Year One area, but if you can’t make it on Tuesday 
mornings you can leave your bank book at Beach Road and it will be returned to your child’s class.

Remember that children earn points towards a reward with every deposit and that there are big incentives for end of 
year prizes. The school also bene�ts from the deposits made by children, so this is another way of supporting 
resources used by all our students.

PRIMARY

R U OK? Day 
On Thursday 13 September, for the �rst time at Mercy College, I launched 
R U OK? Day with the students. I created a PowerPoint which was 
presented to Senior Leadership and Year Ten students.

Thursday was all about making people aware of mental health issues and 
the help that is available. I was very happy to see students blowing 
bubbles, blowing up balloons and dancing to the music provided.

It was great to see students come and take a pamphlet not only for 

It was great to see students come and take a pamphlet not only for 
themselves but also for their friends. I am looking forward to expanding 
the day in 2019.

Monique Santovito | Year 10 Student



Beach Road Pick Up Zone
We would like to remind everyone to be extra mindful of keeping the Beach Road drive-through safe for all children, 
particularly at pick up time in the afternoon. There have been a few close calls recently with people walking in 
between cars in the drive through to get to parked cars. Please only cross with children at the crosswalk so that we do 
not end up with injuries, or worse, caused by the �owing tra�c.

If you still have your name tag, we would love for it to be visible on the car visor so that sta� can identify families for 
pick up. If you would like another one or have misplaced yours, please contact Kirstine at the school o�ce and we will 
send another home.

Japanese incursion 
On Wednesday 29 August, the Year Four, Five and Six classes welcomed the very well respected Noriko and Toshi, the 
Japanese musicians, to experience their unique and traditional music performance.  The students watched the 
Shamisen (Japanese banjo) and the Taiko (Japanese drums) performance, and some of them even had an opportunity 
to touch and play the instruments.  The students experienced authentic Japanese music and cultural practice.  Noriko 
commented that all of the students were such a great and soulful audience!  Well done, all!

Ms Junko Bycroft | Japanese Teacher

Merit Awards
Congratulations to the following students who have received a Merit Award this week.  We are very proud of your 
achievements and the ways you show the Mercy values of friendship, kindness and consideration for others.  Keep up 
the good work and striving to achieve your goals.  It is wonderful to recognise the big e�ort you have shown.  Well 
done!

Week Nine
Year 1 Rho: Braxton Fonceca and Viaan Chaudhary
Year 1 Chi:  Tanaka-Rose Kapepa and Lisan Mulugeta

Year 2 Rho: Madison Groves and Suipeng Lian
Year 2 Chi:  Ashton Nguyen and Isabella Hartley

Year 3 Rho: Noah Kinner and Leanne Ha
Year 3 Chi: Anna Soka and Monad Paskandy

Year 4 Rho: Tyson Nguyen and Hope Semuntu
Year 4 Chi: Marshall Dunstan and Chantelle Williams

Year 6 Rho: Shonim Ayyami, Kiergak Dhieu and Makayla 
Fischer
Year 6 Chi: Jason Nguyen, Angelina Pham and Austin Moyle

Fremantle Prison Excursion
Last Thursday the Year Fives visited Fremantle for the day as part of their History unit. We visited the Roundhouse, the 
oldest remaining building in Perth, where we learnt about early life in the Swan River Colony. We strolled through the 
main streets of Fremantle, taking in the sights and sounds. We arrived at the Fremantle Prison where we were put into 
the shoes of a convict, marched through the prison, shown our cells and Joseph even copped a (fake) �ogging! The 
students’ behaviour was impeccable and it was a wonderful day out in Fremantle. Thanks to Tania and Natalie for 
accompanying the group with the teachers.

Annie Mitchell | Year Five Teacher



Augustine Clean Sweep
Friday saw the third annual running of the Mercy College Primary Interhouse Athletics Carnival. Since the inception of 
the new house system in 2016, two houses have been dominating sports carnivals in the primary school and this year it 
has been no exception. O’Dea came into the day having won both the 2016 and 2017 athletics carnivals, and Augustine 
as winners this year in both swimming and cross country. With house pride on the line however, it was McAdam who 
decided they were going to spoil the party. After the 400m and 100m events, McAdam stormed to the lead with a 
brilliant showing in the team games and whilst the 200m gave Augustine the lead back, it all came down to the relays at 
the end of the day. What a great spectacle it was as both houses went head to head. In the end though, it was Augustine 
narrowly edging McAdam out in the �nal points standings with last year’s winners, O’Dea coming in third.

Results
1st 2054 Augustine
2nd 1890 McAdam
3rd 1854 O’Dea
4th 1802 Flynn

It was terri�c to see such positive attitudes on the day as all who attended gave it everything they had. There were lots 
of smiles on faces and a lot of ribbons on shirts. The team games were exciting and of course the Pre-Primary races were 
always a laugh one particular heat deciding to keep racing after the �nish line and o� they continued around the start of 
the 400m bend! There were close �nishes, acts of sportsmanship, plenty of cheering and some superstars unearthed, 
proving why these days are so valuable on the school calendar. Congratulations to all those who participated, a big 
thank you to our wonderful band of teacher helpers and thank you to those parents who were lucky enough to attend 
on the day.

Year Level Champions
Year 3 Boys
Champion           Keiyon Rooney
Runner Up          Dylan Westerburger
Third                     Mahir Pindolia / Yonas Haile / Henri Kalombo
Endeavour           Roberto Simpson

Year 3 Girls
Champion            Sharon Tshongo
Runner Up          Kelly Tran
Third                     Mia Nguyen / Tahlia Maltese
Endeavour           Marley Duggan

Year 4 Boys
Champion            Damien Jallah
Runner Up          Hudson Moyle
Third                     Jenson Harders
Endeavour           Tyson Nguyen

Year 4 Girls
Champion            Lorraine Kiiyukia
Runner Up          Madeleine Howard
Third                     Yasmin Pinto
Endeavour           Aurora Ayyami

Year 5 Boys
Champion            Ty Mennell
Runner Up          Joseph Bechelli
Third                     Justin Pham
Endeavour           Leon Nguyen

Year 5 Girls
Champion            Shayla Dunkley
Runner Up          Ashlee Turner
Third                     Georgia Burmej
Endeavour           Maghaa Dakoor
 

Year 6 Boys
Champion            Alex Bulgaru
Runner Up          Jamie Bilaloski /
   Ethan Harders
 Endeavour           Ryan Mai

Year 6 Girls
Champion            Sienna Maltese
Runner Up          Olivia Pocsidio
Third                     Amia Hoareau
Endeavour           Makayla Fischer



SECONDARY

Children, Family and Community Kings Park Excursion
Over the last few weeks, the Year Eleven 'Children, Family and Community' students have been studying playgrounds, 
how di�erent types of equipment can help with development, the bene�ts of play and adherence to the safety 
standards that playgrounds require. This week we went on an excursion to Ivey Watson Playground and Rio Tinto 
Naturescape at Kings Park to learn more about how these factors are taken in to account when designing a playground 
from the perspective of  the Kings Park's Education O�cers' The Year Elevens learnt a lot about playground design and 
the huge bene�ts play can have on a child’s development.

Ms Sophie Luck | Secondary Teacher

Coffee Club Mural
In collaboration with Ms Cooper’s talented Year Twelve Hospitality students and marketed by Miss Mathew’s Year 
Twelve Business students, the Year Twelve General Visual Art students created a simple yet e�ective mural to decorate 
the front of TTC3 to enhance the location of the ‘Mercy Macchiato’s’ Co�ee Club. This was a successful cross-curricular 
activity between departments providing students the opportunity to be able to work within a real-life scenario design 
brief. Thanks to Mrs Hornby for attending and o�cially opening the unveiling of the mural before the Year Twelves 
depart Mercy College at the end of this term. Our students welcome you to come down to view the mural and to order 
yourself one of their delicious specialty co�ees on Mondays and Fridays at lunchtime.

Ms Arohanoa Mathews | Visual Arts Coordinator



Spring Music Festival
The annual Spring Music Festival included students from all the ensembles in both primary and high school, as well 
selected solos from theYear Twelve ATAR students. After a busy term, which involved seven ensembles and twenty-six 
solo performances at the Catholic Performing Arts Festival, the concert was a celebration of all the music students’  
hard work throughout the year. The students are to be commended for their exceptional behaviour and outstanding 
performances including the lively rendition of �nale song “Treasure”.

Ashlei Andrijich (Year Twelve), Amelia Thaw (Year Ten) and Patience Semuntu (Year Six) were the recipients of the 
Ensemble Directors Awards in recognition of their noticeable contribution to their band and/or choir.  A heart-felt 
thankyou to Friends of Mercy Music for all their fundraising e�orts on the nights including the sausage sizzle and ra�e 
and to Nathan Watterson and Ben Mackie for their help with lights and sound.

Ms Jodie Harders | Music Coordinator

Year Seven Social
On Thursday 30 August the Year Seven students put on their dancing shoes for the 2018 social.  In a break from 
tradition, this year’s event was held in the College gymnasium.  The Year Sevens all got into the spirit by dressing in 
keeping with the theme of black and white.  Ex-student Josh Rao once again hit the decks and got the students 
grooving.

A pizza dinner gave everyone the chance to cool o� for half an hour before the dancing resumed.  The night was 
rounded o� with some games, with the chance for students to show o� their limbo skills.  A fun evening was had by all 
and the Year Sevens are to be congratulated for their behaviour.

Thanks to all sta� who were present on the evening, to DJ Josh Rao, as well as students Alex Khin and Louis Myint for 
photography.

Mr Andrew Landells | Head of Year Seven

Improv Spectacular
Have you ever been late to work because your dog chewed your prosthetic leg? Have you ever had to untangle piles of 
skipping ropes? These were just some of the unexpected situations explored at Drama Club’s annual improvisation 
competition; ‘Improv Spectacular,’ held on Friday night.

Drama Club students competed in teams, performing various scenarios which were created using suggestions from 
the audience, and from here hilarity ensued! With obscure storylines ranging from a Police unit ensuring responsible 
dog ownership, to a door to door salesman trying to sell car keys to environmentalists, it was a very entertaining night 
full of unpredictable and creative surprises.

Congratulations to our extremely talented performers who continue to inspire and �ll me with awe me each year as 
they show great courage entering the unknown and ‘performing’ without the safety of a script. Every student shone on 
stage and showed great skill and creativity and the overall winning team for 2018 was ‘Hat in Hat’ who, aside from 
receiving individual trophies, has also earned their place in history with a name engraved on the Perpetual Trophy.

A big thank you to our wonderful judges and generous sta� who assisted on the night and of course, to our fantastic 
audience who helped make the night a success.

Ms Natalie Jackson | Drama Club Coordinator



Hyatt Regency Perth HGT Showcase
Mercy College is very proud of Year Eleven student Dion Emin for representing 
the College and Bistro Bella Vista at the Hyatt Regency Perth HGT Showcase. 

This is the 19th year for the formal annual event, which showcases Western 
Australian chef apprentices selected as being the best in their trade. 

Dion was a member of a team of seven that fed 400 people including 5 star 
chefs from around Australia, celebrities and state Members of Parliament.

We are very proud of his achievement!

Ms Liesa Franchina and Mrs Jennie Jago

Aladdin the Musical
On the 12 of September, Dance students in Years Nine, Ten 
and Eleven, along with the Specialist Choir students, were 
treated to tickets to the professional production of Aladdin at 
Crown Theatre.

For many students, this was their very �rst time going to a 
Theatre and they were absolutely amazed at the whole 
experience. The set designs were out of this world and the 
production as a whole kept the audience on the edges of their 
seats the whole time. Students and the teachers left the show 
so excited and amazed at what they just saw.

Over 50 students were taken on this excursion and every 
single one of them demonstrated exemplary behaviour.

It is so wonderful to be able to share these experience with the students of Mercy and know they will always represent 
their school with pride and demonstrate perfect behaviour.

Thank you to the following sta� who attended this excursion in their own time - with a �nish time of 11pm! Pia Hookway, 
Jodie Harders, Kathryn Corr, Aroha Matthews and Carmel Gentelli-Pace.

Ms Eleisha Hathaway | Head of Arts & Dance 
Meghan Hulsman - Year Ten Soccer Champion
Meghan Hulsman in Year Ten has recently returned from the State School 
Championships in Victoria, where she represented Western Australia in the 
U18 Soccer Team. She went away as a Defender and returned as a Striker. 
Due to her versatility, the Coach came up to Meghan and asked her to warm 
up. He said ‘I want you to go up top and do what you usually do.’ As a Striker, 
she scored three goals in two games, and due to her performance, she has 
been selected in the Australian Team. Twenty-four students are chosen in 
the squad. Hopefully, Meghan will make the �nal cut of 16 that tours the 
USA in April 2019.

Mrs Jennie Jago | Deputy Principal


