Worship Resources
22 February 2023
Ash Wednesday
2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 
Be Reconciled to God

Additional Scriptures
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Psalm 51:1-17; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21


Service of Scripture, Song, and Meditation
Preparation
Create a setting with palm fronds or greenery; perhaps pictures of the river Jordan or scenes of John the Baptist baptizing people or Jesus as you enter. Be sure to include a dove representing the Spirit of God; perhaps a small tabletop fountain. Using tones of the desert throughout the sanctuary is a reminder of Jesus’ 40 day fast. 

Hand out paper doves, a writing instrument, colored pencils, or crayons as people enter the worship space.

Provide bowls of ashes at the exits. Station a person at each bowl to distribute the ashes as people leave the service. 

Provide ashes from your own source or view these directions for obtaining ashes:
 https://ecntx.org/how-to-make-ashes-for-ash-wednesday/.
This video shows how to safely make your own either with dried palm fronds or the burning of sticky notes. Items needed include a small metal or concrete bowl, small sticky notes, long lighter, metal spatula, and oil.

Prelude	 “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptists Cry” 	CCS 391
Softly play “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptists Cry” with an instrument or a recording set to loop through the song several times very softly while people enter. Consider projecting or printing the words for all to see as prompts for meditation.

Welcome and Reflection Thoughts
"Repent and believe in the Gospel" and "Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return." These are the phrases that many Christians hear today on Ash Wednesday, in remembrance of Christ, his sacrifice and life. 

This is the beginning of Christ’s forty-day journey in the wilderness. His fast was not a new practice. Within his Jewish heritage were many examples of people fasting and praying. 

As we reflect on Jesus’ desert experience let us hear words from the Old Testament prophet Joel.

Scripture Reading
	Joel 2: 12-17  

Hymn of Reflection
“Who Is God” 	CCS 9
OR “How Shall We Find You” 	CCS 10
OR “Herr, du mein Gott/You Are My God” 	CCS 12
Encourage participants to sing in a language other than their own.

Scripture Reading 	
2 Corinthians 5:20b-21

Hymn of Reflection
“How Long, O Lord” 	CCS 201
OR “Jesus, Tempted in the Desert” 	CCS 449
OR “When We Are Tested” 	CCS 453

Thought Provoking: Reconcile
Invite young person to read the complete definition of “reconcile”
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/reconcile#learn-more.

Invite an artist(s) (any age) to draw what “reconcile” might look like to them. This could be done live on an easel for all to see, OR it could be created ahead of time and then projected for all to see. During this activity or projection, play the vocal recording of “Ososŏ,” CCS 225, from Community of Christ Sings Audio Recordings. 

Meditation Thoughts
	The song we have just heard translates into English as, “Come now, O Prince of Peace, make us one body; come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people.” As we listen once more to the music, reflect on Jesus’ mission and what part reconciliation played in his ministry.
	Play the keyboard recording of “Ososŏ,” CCS 225, from Community of Christ Sings Audio Recordings.

Prayer for Peace
Light the Peace Candle.

	Prayer: Offer the text of CCS 232, “Healing River of the Spirit,” as the Prayer for Peace. 
Add an Amen at the end.
Project pictures of water in motion; showers, plunging, depth, calmness, springs, floods, clear, fast flowing, fish jumping, streams, channels, rough water, winding rivers, or many rivers entering into the ocean.





Hymn of Reflection
“O Lord, Hear My Prayer”  sing several times	CCS 192
OR “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 	CCS 190
                Encourage participants to sing in a language other than their own.

For additional ideas: Find this day’s Prayer for Peace service on the church’s website at www.CofChrist.org. 

Focus Moment – Reminder 1
You were given a paper dove to represent the Holy Spirit that descended on Jesus’ baptismal scene as a voice affirmed, “This is my Beloved.” Just as Jesus was recognized in that moment, you are also a child of God. 

Jesus goes from that baptismal experience and is led into the wilderness where he fasted and prayed for forty days. Let’s consider how we might fast during our Lenten journey. Some possibilities include: 
	not looking at your phone for the first and last 30 mins of the day and in its place read the scriptures or rekindle your relationship with family members or neighbors.

 giving up sugar or carbs or other dietary niceties that are blocking up your system and causing foggy brain, 
give up time and make space to volunteer at a charity or a variety of charities in the area.
perhaps use time to finish projects that have been weighing you down.
find time to create something to give away (food, craft, etc.)
find time to specifically pray for an irritation with a fellow coworker or family member that eats at you daily.

You are invited to write a word or two on your dove. You could:
	write something that is a grievance, pain, chasm between you and the life you choose to live.

write a forward action, like studying, family time, being present in the moment to others. 
Express what you wish to do during these forty days. You may also choose to decorate your dove in ways meaningful to you. This dove becomes a symbol of your intention to sacrifice/offer/commit to this Lenten fast, making more space for God in your life. 

	As the congregation works on their doves have quiet music playing, such as:
“Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley”	CCS 452
“Let Your Heart Be Broken” 	CCS 353
“Senzeni Na” 	CCS 200

As we leave this service, take your dove with you and put it somewhere prominent to remind you of your fast during this Lenten season.


Hymn of Reflection 
“He Came Singing Love” 	CCS 226
OR “Spirit of Christ, Remember Me”	CCS 221
OR “Gentle God, When We are Driven” 	CCS 222
OR “When the World Is Babbling Round Us”	CCS 217

Prayer of Blessing on the Journey

Focus Moment – Reminder 2
You are invited to receive ashes as you leave, perhaps as a fingerprint on the back of your hand or forehead, as a visible reminder of:
	being reconciled with God and others,

your commitment for the coming 40 days, and
being forever in God’s loving care.
Those distributing the ashes may share a thought like, “May you find blessing and peace during this Lenten season” as they place the ashes on each exiting participant. Some participants may prefer to receive a small amount of ash in their hand rather than on their hand or forehead. Be sensitive and responsive to peoples’ preference.

Postlude




Sermon Helps

Sermon Helps Year A – Letters 
Ash Wednesday 
2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 
Exploring the Scripture 
Paul wrote this letter to the Corinthians when he was alienated from them, both physically and by claims from false prophets and false teachings.  The church in Corinth had fallen prey to people who were hostile to Paul and his ministry. He was deeply troubled for the people and what this separation from God might mean for them.  
The passage opens with a reminder to be reconciled to God. The term “reconcile” is not used often in the New Testament. In this instance, it means repairing relations between groups or individuals who have grown apart. It creates an image of transformation and creating new and peaceable relations. Paul knows the closeness he once enjoyed with this group of believers has worsened because of false claims and rumors about his mission and ministry. His letter seeks to repair those divisions and to restore their faith in God.  
Paul reminds the Corinthians of their common bonds in Christ and urges them to receive God’s grace. He reminds them of the great gift of God’s Son and assures them he has not put stumbling blocks in their way. Paul also shared a litany of his suffering and his character’s strengths as evidence of his steadfast faith and continued mission as an ambassador for Christ.  
Throughout this passage, Paul’s words remind us of times when we have been alienated from one another and God. This Ash Wednesday text challenges us to recognize our need to turn toward God–the God who is always turning toward us.  
During Lent, we examine our lives. Where have we been separated or alienated by others? When have we pushed people away who were different from us?  Paul’s letter reminds us God has always been about reconciliation. God overcomes our pettiness, our selfishness, and all that alienates us. God always takes the initiative and has shown us the supreme reconciliation. By God’s acts in and through Jesus Christ, we glimpse the depth of God’s yearning to be in relationship with us.  
Being reconciled to God is not just another action for us to take individually as a self-improvement step. Instead, it is an invitation–To community. To accept God’s generous love and grace. To reflect Christ to others. And to take part actively in God’s reconciling acts in the world.  

Central Ideas 
	Paul understood the need to repair relationships and keep them grounded in God’s grace.  

	We are reconciled to God through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

	God has always been about reconciliation.  

	We are called to be ambassadors for God’s reconciling acts in the world.  


Questions for the Speaker 
	What does it look like to reconcile with an individual or group?  

	How might our lives reflect God’s grace and love?  

	What stumbling blocks keep us from reconciling with others?  




Sacred Space – Small Group Resources

Year A

Ash Wednesday

2 Corinthians 5:20—6:10 NRSV (A, B, C)

Gathering
Welcome
The Lenten season begins with Ash Wednesday, an ancient holy day in the Christian calendar. In scripture, ashes signify grief, sin, and human mortality, as well as joy, forgiveness, and victory over death. Christians often wear a smudge of ashes on the first day of Lent as a symbol of repentance. The ashes traditionally are created by burning palm branches that were used in Palm Sunday celebrations the previous year.

Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
Spirit of the active God,
We are your people, and you are our God.

People, your people, stand cold in the street. Yet
People, your people, stand beside the oppressed.

People, your people, sit hungry at the table. Yet
People, your people, sit with the abused.

People, your people, shout angrily at their adversaries. Yet
People, your people, shout protest against injustice.

People, your people, refuse forgiveness. Yet
People, your people, refuse to rest until peace is present.

People, your people, dismantle your creation. Yet
People, your people, dismantle unfair systems.

People, your people, cultivate animosity in communities. Yet
People, your people, cultivate food for the hungry.

God, forgive us for the sins we’ve done, not realized we’ve done, and unintentionally done. We repent of our failures to show compassion and love to your creation. Turn our hearts to you, that we stand, sit, shout, refuse, dismantle, and cultivate on the side of peace, hope, joy, and love.

In the name of Jesus, the Redeemer. Amen.
Spiritual Practice
Practice of Silence
Practicing silence may be difficult at first. The mind may run wild, allow yourself grace in this practice. We will begin the practice of silence when I ring the chime. We will be silent for five minutes. I will ring the chime again at the conclusion of our time of silence.
Remember to breathe deeply. Focusing on each breath can help quiet the mind. Become aware of your surroundings; notice how the air feels on your skin; trust that you are in the presence of the holy—fully surrounding and embracing you. Allow your inner conversations to stop for a while, being fully present with the one who is fully present with you.
Ring the chime to begin.
Wait five minutes
Ring the chime to conclude the period of silence.
Ask: How does it feel to be present with God in silence?
Adapted from a Guide for Lent cofchrist.org/a-guide-for-lent.

Sharing Around the Table
2 Corinthians 5:20—6:10 NRSV
So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he says,
“At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
    and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
Paul reminds us that we are ambassadors, coworkers with Christ. While he explicitly points to Jesus as the One who was a sin-offering, and through whom salvation comes, we can take part as aides in that process.
St. Augustine said, “the church consists in the state of communion of the whole world.” (Augustine, De Unitate Ecclesiae: On the Unity of the Church, 20.56). If we think back to the analogy in the New Testament of us as the body of Christ, and Christ being the head, we all work together and are crucial to the body’s function. No part is more necessary than the others; all are of worth and important.
Paul says that as ambassadors of Christ we might experience both wonderful and difficult things, simultaneously even.
Yet we can go deeper, not just helping one another, but communing with each other. There is a sense of deeper connection, of greater intention. That is found in our relationship with each other as the body of Christ, including all its diversity, hardship, and joy!

Questions
How would you describe your part of, or relationship with, the body of Christ?
How do we aid in the work of God’s salvation (God’s reconciling, restoring purposes in the world)?
What keeps you from being more fully integrated into the body of Christ?

Sending
Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
The offering prayer for Lent is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
Ever-present God, forgive us when we are less than loving, less than hope-filled, less than you have created us to be. Your mercy and grace are always with us. May we find strength in your presence, and may we respond to your love with generous spirits. Amen.
Invitation to Next Meeting

Closing Hymn
Community of Christ Sings 214, “The Weight of Past and Fruitless Guilt”

Closing Prayer

Optional Additions Depending on Group
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
	Thoughts for Children

	Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
Spirit of the active God,
We are your people, and you are our God.

People, your people, stand cold in the street. Yet
People, your people, stand beside the oppressed.

People, your people, sit hungry at the table. Yet
People, your people, sit with the abused.

People, your people, shout angrily at their adversaries. Yet
People, your people, shout protest against injustice.

People, your people, refuse forgiveness. Yet
People, your people, refuse to rest until peace is present.

People, your people, dismantle your creation. Yet
People, your people, dismantle unfair systems.

People, your people, cultivate animosity in communities. Yet
People, your people, cultivate food for the hungry.

God, forgive us for the sins we’ve done, not realized we’ve done, and unintentionally done. We repent of our failures to show compassion and love to your creation. Turn our hearts to you, that we stand, sit, shout, refuse, dismantle, and cultivate on the side of peace, hope, joy, and love.

In the name of Jesus, the Redeemer. Amen.


Spiritual Practice
Practice of Silence
Practicing silence may be difficult at first. The mind may run wild, allow yourself grace in this practice. We will begin the practice of silence when I ring the chime. We will be silent for five minutes. I will ring the chime again at the conclusion of our time of silence.
Remember to breathe deeply. Focusing on each breath can help quiet the mind. Become aware of your surroundings; notice how the air feels on your skin; trust that you are in the presence of the holy—fully surrounding and embracing you. Allow your inner conversations to stop for a while, being fully present with the one who is fully present with you.
Ring the chime to begin.
Wait five minutes
Ring the chime to conclude the period of silence.
Ask: How does it feel to be present with God in silence?
Adapted from a Guide for Lent cofchrist.org/a-guide-for-lent.



Sharing Around the Table
2 Corinthians 5:20—6:10 NRSV
So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he says,
“At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
    and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
Paul reminds us that we are ambassadors, coworkers with Christ. While he explicitly points to Jesus as the One who was a sin-offering, and through whom salvation comes, we can take part as aides in that process.
St. Augustine said, “the church consists in the state of communion of the whole world.” (Augustine, De Unitate Ecclesiae: On the Unity of the Church, 20.56). If we think back to the analogy in the New Testament of us as the body of Christ, and Christ being the head, we all work together and are crucial to the body’s function. No part is more necessary than the others; all are of worth and important.
Paul says that as ambassadors of Christ we might experience both wonderful and difficult things, simultaneously even.
Yet we can go deeper, not just helping one another, but communing with each other. There is a sense of deeper connection, of greater intention. That is found in our relationship with each other as the body of Christ, including all its diversity, hardship, and joy!

Questions
How would you describe your part of, or relationship with, the body of Christ?
How do we aid in the work of God’s salvation (God’s reconciling, restoring purposes in the world)?
What keeps you from being more fully integrated into the body of Christ?



Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
The offering prayer for Lent is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
Ever-present God, forgive us when we are less than loving, less than hope-filled, less than you have created us to be. Your mercy and grace are always with us. May we find strength in your presence, and may we respond to your love with generous spirits. Amen.


Thoughts for Children
You will need:
poster board with construction-paper flower without petals
	construction-paper petals, one for each participant
	glue stick
Say: After a forest fire or field burning, the ashes of the old plants can be used to help new plants grow. Today is Ash Wednesday and begins the season of Lent. On Ash Wednesday, remember that YOU can grow during Lent! Perhaps you will learn a new skill that can help others. Perhaps you will discover a new way to spend time with God. Think about how you hope to grow this Lenten season.
I am going to give you each a flower petal. I want you each to write or draw what you hope to learn or how you hope to grow in the next five weeks as we prepare for Easter.
Once you have written on your petal, come glue it onto our flower.


