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Subject: Grade 9 Social Science 
Term: 4          Week: 1  
Lesson Number: 79A 
Date: __/__/ 2021 
Unit: 4 Civics and citizenship 
Topic 3: Government in Papua New Guinea 
Sub-topic: Government in Papua New Guinea 
Learning outcomes: 
1. Define these terms: government, democracy and democratic government. 
2. Identify and describe the type of government system adopted by Papua New Guinea 

 
Introduction 
In Lesson 79A we continue on the current unit by learning about government in Papua 
New Guinea. In this lesson, you will learn about the meaning of government and 
democracy and the type of government system adopted by Papua New Guinea at 
independence. In the next lesson, you will study more on the three arms of government 
and the other levels of government in Papua New Guinea. 
 
Instructions 
In your Exercise Book, copy the Header above. Make sure your handwriting is  
 neat and legible.(I will be checking your Exercise Book when you return to school). 
 
  
  
Practice Exercise 
 
Copy these questions into your book and then read the resource extract that follows to 
answer them. 
 
1. Give one of the meanings of government in Papua New Guinea. 
2. a) What is democratic government? 
    b) Is Papua New Guinea a democracy? 
3. a) What type of government system did Papua New Guinea adopt at independence? 
    b) In relation to the above question, why is it known as such? 
4. a) What is the Constitution? 
    b) Why was the idea of a ‘home-grown’ Constitution important for Papua New  
        Guinea? 
    c) What are some specific things covered in the PNG Constitution? 
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Resource 
 

‘Government in Papua New Guinea (I)’ 
What is Government? 
  

A government is a type of political authority.  

 
There are about 192 recognised countries in the world today. People are citizens of one of 
these countries. Every country is represented by an official government system. In Papua New 
Guinea the term has three meanings.   

 Firstly, at the Parliamentary level, it is used to refer to a Prime Minister and his other     
Ministers as a collective body, referred to as the National Executive Council (NEC).   

 Secondly, it is used to refer to the system of administration of the country. In this sense, the 
Government of Papua New Guinea consists of the parliament, the National Executive and 
the Judiciary.   

 Thirdly, people use the term loosely to refer to the Ministers, the Government      
Departments and public servants all put together.  

 
Democracy and Democratic Government 
Democracy is a government by the people. It is a form of government in which the supreme 
power comes from the people and exercised directly by them or by their elected agents under a 
free electoral system. An example of a country having such a form of government is Papua New 
Guinea. So you can say Papua New Guinea is a democracy or has a democratic government. 
Other examples are the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and Canada. You can name a few more 
democratic countries that you can think of. 
 
Type of Government 
There are many differences in the way an official government of a country is chosen. The 
National Government of Papua New Guinea is a constitutional, parliamentary democracy, with 
Queen Elizabeth II as Head of State. This means that we have a Constitution that guides the 
three arms of the government. The Constitution provides for a Westminster type democracy with 
only one legislative chamber or meeting room. 
 

A Westminster system is a parliamentary system of democracy based on responsible 
ministerial government. 

 
The Constitution 
Constitutions are sets of rules which set out duties, powers and functions to the various 
institutions of government.  
 
In 1972 a Constitutional Planning Committee (CPC) was established to come up with a “home 
grown‟ constitution for an independent Papua New Guinean state. The idea behind a “home 
grown‟ constitution is that it may improve the legitimacy of the government among the people 
of the new Papua New Guinea state.  
 
On the 15th of August 1975 the Papua New Guinean Constitution was formally adopted. Our 
Constitution sets out the structure of the government by outlining the formal distribution of 
authority within the state, that is, the Legislative, Executive and Judiciary. It also provides the 
framework for our government by setting out the pathways of power, showing the procedures for 
making laws and reaching decisions.  
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The Constitution can be used for limiting the power of government. In other words, a constitution 
lists the rights of citizens and in doing so creates limits and duties for the government.  
 
What is legitimacy?  
 

Legitimacy is allowed and acceptable according to the law 

 
Three Branches of our Government 
The Constitution sets up the three arms of our government. They are the Legislature 
(Parliament), the Executive (National Executive Council), and the courts or Judiciary. Each 
branch is independent of the others. Each serves in the form of shared powers to ensure that 
there are checks and balances on the others, avoiding a concentration of powers that could lead 
to dictatorship.  
 
Study the illustration below on the different powers of the government. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Source: Gr 9 Social Science. Unit 4.pdf. (2017). Flexible, Open and Distance Education. 
Department of Education: Papua New Guinea. (Pages 66 – 68)) 


