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I was born again in a Prayer Group in Nazareth, my native town,

in 1962, the leaders of which markedly stressed the importance of

frequent self-examination. We used a few sin lists and questionnaires

for this purpose. I introduced this practice in the Campus Fellowship I

founded in 1963 in the Engineering College, Karaikudi. In continuation,

I prepared several questionnaires which the delegates used in the Annual

Revival Camps of the Blessing Youth Mission since 1971, following

the first Talk on each Theme which was essentially on Sanctification.

The outcome has been marvellous as testified by the users.

Some of these questionnaires are compiled here for the profit of

many. Pick up anyone to suit the occasion and examine yourself under

the searchlight of the Holy Spirit (Rev 2:23,29). He brings you under

“conviction” as against Satan who makes you guilty by “condemnation”

(Rom 8:1; Rev 12:10). Honest confession of sin brings instant cleansing

by the Blood of Jesus (1 Jn 1:7-9). This is like the evening footwashing

other than the morning bath (Jn 13:8-10). Depend on the Grace of

God to overcome the temptations to come (Rom 6:14; 1 Cor 10:13; 1

Jn 4:4).

Maintain brokenness to experience continuous revival (Isa 57:15).

Saturate yourself with the Word of God to discern the subtle temptations

of the devil and defeat him (Mt 4:3-10; Psa 119:11; 37:31; Dt 11:18).

Have a holy walk!

“Search me, O God!”



Contents

1. The Key to Revival ... 6

2. “Blessed are the pure in heart!” ... 8

3. “Be perfect!” ... 10

4. “Consecrate yourself to the Lord!” ... 12

5. “Who shall dwell in God’s holy hill?” ... 14

6. “Be holy in all your conduct!” ... 16

7. Self-testing kit ... 18

8. Do I follow His footsteps? ... 23

9. Am I a Missionary Christian? ... 27

10. Questions for Pastors ... 29

11. Decisions of a Pastor ... 31

12. Questions for Women ... 35

13. Searched by the Scriptures ... 37

14. New Year Overhauling ... 41

15. Blessings of Self-examination ... 43

4



5

2 Chronicles 7:14
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1    The Key to Revival
Get right with God! Get right with men! (2 Chr 7:14)

1. Are you right with GOD? (1 Jn 3:20,21)

2. Are you right with MEN? (Acts 24:16)

3. Are you living in SECRET SIN? (Psa 19:12)

4. Are you guilty of LUSTFUL THOUGHTS? (Js 1:14,15)

                            LUSTFUL LOOK? (Mt 5:27,28)

5. Do you have any IMPURE HABIT? (1 Cor 6:19; 3:17)

6. Are your WORDS acceptable in God’s sight? (Psa 19:15)

(a) word of EXAGGERATION? (Mt 5:37)

(b) word of CONTENTION? (Prov 13:10)

(c) word of CRITICISM? (Lk 6:37)

(d) word of SELF-JUSTIFICATION?  (Prov 16:2)

(e) word of BOASTING? (Prov 27:2)

(f) word of JESTING? (Eph 5:4)

(g) GOSSIP? (Mt 12:36; Prov 10:19)

(h) word of BACKBITING? (Psa 15:3)

7. Have you FORGIVEN everyone? (Mt 6:15)

8. Do you get ANGRY? (Eph 4:31)

9. Do you have any feeling of JEALOUSY?  (Prov 14:30)

10. Is there PRIDE in your heart? (Prov 16:5)

11. Is there HYPOCRISY in your life? (Mt 23:28)

12. Do you practise SELF-DENIAL and SACRIFICE? (Lk 9:23)

13. Is GOD FIRST in your life? (Mt 10:37; 6:33)



14. Have you ROBBED God in treasure, talent and time?

(Mal 3:8,9)

15. Do you neglect or slight your daily QUIET TIME with God?

 (Mk 1:35)

16. Do you fail to have FELLOWSHIP with God’s children?

(Heb 10:24,25)

17. Have you ever neglected SOULWINNING

and EVANGELISM? (Mk 16:15)

18. Do you neglect your DUTIES and RESPONSIBILITIES?

(Prov 22:29)

19. Are you LAZY? (Mt 25:26)

20. Are you really getting ready for the LORD’S COMING?

(Mt 24:44)

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the

truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”

(1 Jn 1:8,9).
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2    “Blessed are the pure in heart!”

Text: Matthew 5:1-10

1. “Blessed are the POOR IN SPIRIT.”

Am I proud? (Prov 16:5). Do I exalt myself? (Mt 23:12). Do I
make a pretense of being something that I am not? (Mt 23:14). Am I
sensitive? (Psa 38:13-14). Am I stubborn? (I Pet 5:5-6). Do I think I
am spiritually alright? (Rev 3:17-18). Do I have a broken heart? (Psa
34:18).

2. “Blessed are those who MOURN.”

Do I fail to weep over my backslidden condition? (Rom 2:5; Joel
2:12). Do I pray with tears for a Revival among God’s people? (Lam
2:11). Do I cry and travail on my knees for the millions of perishing
souls? (Lam 2:19). Am I willing to share the burdens of others?
(Rom 12:15; Gal 6:2).

3. “Blessed are the MEEK.”

Do I get angry? Am I impatient with others? (Psa 37:8). Do I behave
gently LIKE JESUS? (Mt 11:29). Do I criticize and condemn others?
(Lk 6:37; Rom 2:1). Do I yield or insist on having my own way? (Js
3:16,17; Eph 5:21). Do I refuse correction? (Prov 12:1).

4. “Blessed are those who HUNGER and THIRST after
righteousness.”

Do I esteem the meditation of God’s Word more than my physical
needs? (Job 23:12). Do I consider prayer and my quiet time with God
more important than any other even spiritual activities? (Lk 5:15,16).
Do I love God more than I love my parents, my family and my friends?
(Mt 10:37). Am I willing to give or sacrifice anything for the extension
of God’s Kingdom and His righteousness? (Mt 6:33; 10:39).
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5. “Blessed are the MERCIFUL.”

Do I help the poor and the needy as much as I can? (Mt 25:35-40).

How much of my love and tenderness goes towards a defeated or
weak brother? (Gal 6:1; Rom 15:1). Am I a ‘Good Samaritan’ in this

sin-sick world?

6. “Blessed are the PURE IN HEART.”

Am I guilty of lustful look and lustful thoughts? (Mt 5:27,28). Is my
heart right with God? Out of the heart proceed (i) evil thoughts, (ii)

murders (hatred), (iii) adulteries, (iv) fornications, (v) thefts
(covetousness), (vi) false witness (lying, exaggerating etc.) and (vii)

blasphemies (backbiting, jesting, etc. included) (Mt 15:19). Do the
manner of my dress and behaviour express the purity of my heart? (Mt

23:26; Phil 1:27).

7. “Blessed are the PEACE-MAKERS.”

Have I reconciled with everyone whom I have wronged? (Mt
5:23,24). Am I a talebearer who causes strife? (Prov 6:16-19, 26:20).

Have I forgiven everyone? (Mt 6:15). Do I pray and labour to bring
peace between one another among God’s people? (Eph 4:2,3). Am I

slack in my responsibility of spreading the Message of Peace? (Eph
6:15).

8. “Blessed are those who are PERSECUTED for righteousness.”

Do I murmur to take up my cross? (2 Tim 3:12; Lk 14:27). Do I
love my ‘enemies?’ Do I bless and pray for them? (Mt 5:44). Do I

speak with my opposers kindly LIKE JESUS? (Mt 26:50).

“If our heart condemns us,
God is greater than our heart, and knows all things.

If our heart does not condemn us,
we have confidence toward God” (1 Jn 3:20,21)
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3   “Be perfect!”
    (Matthew 5:48)

Be reconciled to your brother! (Mt 5:23,24)

Do I get angry? Do I insult others? Do I despise anyone? Do I use
unkind words or abuse others? Have I hurt anyone? Do I backbite?
Do I scandalize? (Eph 4:31). Have I stolen anyone? (Ezek 33:15).
FIRST be reconciled! Agree with your adversary QUICKLY! (Mt
5:24,25).

Love your enemies! (Mt 5:44)

Do I bless those who curse me, or do I curse them back? Do I do
good to those who hate me, or do I avoid them? Do I love them
who do not agree with my views? (Mt 5:46,47). Do I pray for
those who speak ill of me? (Mt 5:44). Do I have the spirit of
vengeance? Do I defend? (Mt 5:38,39). Do I secretly rejoice when
my enemy falls?

Be humble! (Mt 5:3)

Do I always want to be a ‘leader’ and never a ‘follower?’ Do I
want to be preferred to others and feel hurt when not so? (Lk 22:24-
27). Do I think I am better than others? (Phil 2:3). Am I humble
LIKE JESUS, or proud? Do I seek after reputation and popularity?
(Phil 2:5-8).

Judge not! (Mt 7:1)

Do I judge others? Do I unlovingly criticize? Am I a fault-finder?
Do I have the better-than-thou attitude? (Mt 7:l-4). Do I fail to
understand the weak in faith and support them? (Rom 14:1; 15:1).

Speak the truth! (Mt 5:37)

Do I lie? Do I exaggerate? Do I twist stories to entertain others?
(Mt 5:37). Do I pray what I do not mean? Do I say the Lord’s
prayer without forgiving others, thus telling a lie while praying? (Mt
6:12). When I say, “Hallelujah” or “Praise the Lord,” do I mean
it?
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Flee youthful lusts! (2 Tim 2:22)

Do I look at the opposite sex with lustful eyes? (Mt 5:28). Do I
covet my neighbour’s spouse? (Ex 20:17). Do I have impure habits?
Do I abuse sex? (1 Cor 6:9). Am I ready to severe unholy alliances
which may be even as dear as the eye and appear as necessary as
the hand or the leg? (Mt 5:29,30). Do I attract others by indecent
clothes? Do I desire attention from the opposite sex?

God first! (Mt 6:33)

Do I seek to please God in everything? (Col 3:23). Do I love my
parents or any of my family members more than I love God? Do I
consider the meditation of God’s Word more important than my
necessary food? (Job 23:12). Do I give my money liberally to God?
Do I help the poor and the needy? (Js 2:14-16; 2 Cor 9:1). Do I
hesitate to confess Christ before men and win them for His Kingdom?
(Mt 10:32,33).
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4    “Consecrate yourself to the Lord!”
(Exodus 32:29)

 Your Heart

Have you opened your heart to Jesus? (Rev 3:20). Is there any

unconfessed hidden sin in your heart? (Prov 28:13). Is your heart

cleansed from the sin listed in Mark 7:21,22? Do you love God with all

your heart? (Mt 22:37). Have you forgiven everyone in your heart?

(Mt 6:15). Are you proud? (Prov 16:5). Is there jealousy? (Prov 14:30).

Have you humbled yourself and reconciled with everyone you have

wronged? (Mt 5:23,24).

 Your Body

Have you presented your body to God as a living sacrifice? (Rom

12:1). Are you defiling your body, which is the temple of the Holy

Spirit, with unclean habits? (1 Cor 6:18,19). Are you an over-eater?

Lazy? (Prov 21:25). Is your manner of dress pleasing to God and an

example to others? (Rom 12:2).

 Your Eyes

Have you kept the covenant with your eyes before God? (Job 31:1).

Are your eyes free from lustful look? (Mt 5:28; 6:22,23). Do they look

straight? (Prov 4:25). Are your eyes compassionate towards the needy

and the suffering? (Mt 25:35-40).

 Your Mouth

Have you surrendered your unruly tongue to God? (Js 1:26; 3:8).

Are the words of your mouth acceptable in His sight? (Psa 19:14). Do

you lie or exaggerate? (Mt 5:37). Do you condemn and judge? (Lk

6:37). Self-boasting? (Prov 27:2). Vain chat? (Mt 12:36). Backbiting?

(Psa 15:3). Do you confess Christ publicly? (Mt 10:32). Are your

words seasoned with love and grace? (Col 4:6).
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 Your Ears

Do you keep your ears open to the evil report about others? (Psa

15:3). Do you listen to filthy songs and suggestive stories? (1 Thess

5:22). Do you turn a deaf ear to the cry of the destitute? (Js 1:27).

 Your Hands

Are your hands pure and free from corruption? (Psa 24:4). Do you

take or give bribe? (Psa 15:5). Have you stolen others? (Ezek 33:15).

Are you piercing yourself with the love of money? (1 Tim 6:10). Do

you give your money liberally to God for the extension of His Kingdom?

(2 Cor 9:7). Are your hands the extension of the hands of Jesus to

bless even those who curse you? (Mt 5:44).

 Your Knees

Are you regular in your prayer life? (Dan 6:10). Morning quiet hour?

(Prov 8:17). How much time do you spend daily on your knees with

the open Bible? (Mt 26:40; Psa 119:97). Do you pray with tears for

souls and revival? (Lam 2:11,19). Do you pray for those who abuse

and persecute you? (Mt 5:44). Do you neglect fellowshipping with

God’s children? (Heb 10:24,25).

 Your Feet

Do you neglect the will of God but walk in counsel of the ungodly?

(Psa 1:1). Do you go to places not conducive to your spiritual health?

(Psa 1:1; Prov 7:25-27). Do you obey the Great Commission of Jesus?

(Mk 16:15). Do you go to the cast-outs on the highways and byways?

(Lk 14:23).Unevangelised villages? Unreached tribes in hills and jungles?

(Psa 52:7). Are your feet always shod with the preparation of the

Gospel of Peace to go out-where-the-sinners-are? (Eph 6:15).
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5    “Who shall dwell in God’s Holy Hill?”

Psalm 15:2-5

(1) He who walks uprightly, and (2) works righteousness, and (3)

speaks the truth in his heart. (4) He who backbites not with his tongue,

(5) nor does evil to his neighbour, (6) nor takes up a reproach against

his neighbour. (7) In whose eyes a vile person is condemned; (8) but
he honours those who fear the Lord. (9) He who swears to his own

hurt, and changes not. (10) He who puts not out his money to usury,

(11) nor takes reward against the innocent.

Psalm 24:4,5

(12) He who has clean hands, and (13) a pure heart; (14) who has not

lifted up his soul into vanity, (15) nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive

the BLESSING from the Lord.

Examine yourself in the light of the Scripture passages

quoted above, with the help of the questions

and references given below.

1. Can God write ‘YES’ over your life?  (Num 12:7)

2. Have you thrown away the filthy rags of your self-

righteousness and come to God with a broken heart?

(Isa 64:6; Lk 18:13,14)

3. Are you free from hypocrisy in all your statements?

(Mt 15:8)

4. Do you backbite? (Lev 19:16)

5. Do you love your neighbour as yourself? Have you

reconciled with  everyone whom you have wronged?

(Mt 7:12; 22:39; 5:23,24)



6. Do you keep your ears receptive to the bad report about
others? (1 Cor 13:6; Prov 24:17)

7. Do you enjoy the friendship of the world and the fellowship
with unbelievers? (Js 4:4; 2 Cor 6:14; Psa 1:1)

8. Do you fail to recognize the believers, not belonging to your
denomination, as members of the Body of Christ?

(1 Cor 1:10-13).
Do you neglect the fellowship of God’s children?

 (Heb 10:24,25; 2 Tim 2:22)

9. Have you kept your promises before God and man?
(Eccl 5:4-5; Acts 24:16).

Are you diligent in your duty? (Eph 6:5-9; Prov 22:29)

10. Do you help the needy and relieve the suffering to your
possible extent? (Prov 19:17; Js 2:15-16)

11. Are you partial in your relationship with others because your
mind is ‘bribed’ with the thought of financial position,

social status, so-called caste, etc.? (Js 2:1-4)

12. Are you honest in dealing with money? Have you cheated
God or man? (Lk 16:11; Acts 5:1-3)

13. Are you defiling yourself with evil thoughts, adulteries,
fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness,
deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolish-
ness, and such evil things, which proceed out of the heart?
(Mk 7:21-23; Mt 5:28-30; 1 Cor 6:18,19; 3:17; Js 4:6)

14. Do you feed your soul on the Word of God and have it soaked
in the spirit of prayer, or seek the vanishing things of the
world for carnal pleasure? (Psa 1:2; Jer 2:13; Eccl 11:9)

15. Are you keeping the sacred covenants you made at the
baptismal waters, marriage altar, and such special occasions?
Have you come down from your early faith and first love?

(1 Tim 5:12; Rev 2:4)
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6    “Be holy in all your conduct!”
(1 Peter 1:15,16)

1. Is there anyone I ought to forgive? (Mt 6:14,15)

2. Is there someone I have offended from whom I should seek

forgiveness? (Mt 5:23,24)

3. How well do I submit to correction? (Prov 15:10,31)

4. In what areas have I failed to discipline myself?

(Prov 16:31; 25:28)

5. Have I been faithful about my ordinary duties? (Lk 16:10)

6. Have I been patient with the shortcomings and failures of

others? (Rom 15:1)

7. When others are unreasonable, how do I respond?

(Mt 5:44-48)

8. Do I judge my own behaviour by the standard I use on others?

(Rom 2:1-3)

9. Am I as loving and patient with my own family as I am with

outsiders? (Js 3:9-14)

10. How careful have I been with the reputation of others?

(Prov 11:13)

11. Am I getting specific answers to my prayers? (Phil 4:19)

12. Have I been faithful in my attendance and responsibilities at

Church? (Heb 10:24,25)

13. Am I spending enough time in the Word, so that the Lord

Jesus is my intimate Friend and Counsellor? (Phil 3:10)

14. Have I let my love for material things hamper my spiritual

growth?  (1 Jn 2:15-17)
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15. Is my tongue truly under control? (Js 3:2-6)

16. Do I insist on having everything my way?  (Phil 2:14,15)

17. Do I really love those whom I say I love, as 1 Corinthians

Chapter 13 describes love?

18. Have I let impure thoughts creep into my mind which will

lead me to impurity of soul and body? (Mk 7:20-23)

19. Have I been using my time wisely, balancing work and leisure,

and fulfilling my obligations to my family? (Psa 90:12)

20. Am I faithfully sharing the Gospel at every opportunity? Do

I make others hungry for salvation by my honest conduct

and lovingkindness?  (2 Cor 5:19,20; Tit 2:10)

21. Have I set clear goals for my life? Am I making the right

choices to achieve those goals? (Prov 14:22; Phil 3:13,14)

22. When I stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ, what will

I wish that I had done for Him while on earth?

(2 Cor 5:10-15)
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7   Self-testing kit

1. Personal Purity

(a) Do I keep myself as a clean vessel to be used by God?
  (Isa 52:11; 2 Tim 2:21,22)

(b) Do I live in any secret sin?
(Psa 32:3-5; 51:3,4; 1 Tim 5:24,25)

(c) Do I wholeheartedly desire holiness?
(Psa 45:7a; Isa 64:5a)

(d) Do I run away from all sources of temptation?
(Gen 39:10-12; 1 Cor 6:18; 10:13,14)

(e) Is my conscience clear?
 (Prov 20:27; Acts 23:1; 24:16; 1 Jn 3:20,21)

2. Devotional Habits

(a) Do I keep my quiet time regularly for Bible meditation
and prayer? (Psa 55:17; 119:148; Dan 6:10b)

(b) Do I delight in God’s Word?
(Psa 1:2; 40:6-8; 119:97; 1 Pet 2:1-3)

(c) Is my prayer life getting deepened?
(Eph 6:18; Col 4:2; 1 Jn 3:22; 5:14,15)

(d) Do I value praying with my coworkers?
(Dan 2:17,18; Lk 9:28; Acts 3:1)

(e) Do I substitute work for worship?
(Mk 1:32-35; Acts 13:2; Col 3:16,17,23)

3. Social Relationships

(a) Am I an easy person to live with?
(Col 3:12,13; 1 Thess 5:14,15; Tit 3:2,3)

(b) Am I a habitual fault-finder and an unloving critic?
 (Psa 57:4; Mt 7:4;  Lk 6:41,42)
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(c) Do I willingly accept corrections or justify myself

always? (Prov 15:32; 27:5,6; 30:12)

(d) Do I find it difficult to appreciate others openly?
(Ruth 2:11,12; Mt 25:21,23; 1 Thess 5:12,13)

(e) Am I dead to casteism and regionalism in order to

maintain the oneness of the Spirit?
 (Acts 6:1; 15:8,9; Eph 2:11-14,18,19)

4. Family Life

(a) Am I faithful to my spouse?
(Mal 2:15; 1 Cor 7:2,5; Eph 5:33)

(b) Do I keep a distance with the opposite sex?
(Prov 6:27-29;  Eph 5:3,4; 1 Tim 5:1,2)

(c) Do I endeavour to spend quality time with my spouse
and help her/his growth?

(1 Sam 1:8,19,20; Eph 5:28,29; 1 Pet 3:7)

(d) Am I free and friendly with my children?

(Job 1:4,5; Psa 128:3,4; Col 3:21)

(e) Do I motivate my children by word and deed to pursue

a missionary career — if I believe that serving the
King of kings is the greatest of all professions and

privileges? (Ex 13:2; 22:29; 1 Sam 1:27,28; Jn 3:16)

5. God’s Work

(a) Do I serve the Lord with the first love and maintain

the initial enthusiasm?
(Acts 20:24; Heb 6:10,11;  Rev 2:3,4)

(b) Am I becoming lazy? (Jer 48:10; Jn 9:4; Rom 12:11)

(c) Am I easily discouraged by fruitlessness in the
ministry or difficulties in the work?

(Eccl 11:1-6; 2 Cor 4:8-10; Gal 6:9)
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(d) Am I patient and kind towards people?
(Col 3:12,13; 1 Tim 6:11; 2 Tim 2:24)

(e) Am I a man-pleaser? (Mt 15:12-14; 22:16; Jn 6:60,66;
Gal 1:10; 1 Thess 2:4)

6. Honesty in Dealings

(a) Am I honest in reporting or do I exaggerate?
(Mk 6:5,6; Jn 21:11; Rom 15:18,19)

(b) Am I faithful in financial matters?
(Mt 22:17-21; Rom 13:5-7; 2 Cor 8:18-21)

(c) Are my words dependable?
(Mt 5:37; Eph 4:25; Js 5:12)

(d) Can my coworkers trust me that I will stand with
them in any situation?

(Psa 55:12-14; Prov 17:17; 2 Tim 1:16-18)

(e) Is the reputation of others safe in my hands?
(Gen 6:9; 9:20-23; Jer18:18; Js 5:19,20)

7. Spiritual Growth

(a) Do I periodically evaluate my spiritual life?
(2 Cor 13:5; Phil 3:12-14; 1 Tim 4:13-15; 2 Pet 1:5-8)

(b) Do I give my fellow-workers, juniors or seniors, the liberty
to correct, warn and develop me?

(Prov 27:17; Eccl 4:13; Eph 5:21)

(c) Do I obey the voice of God as it comes through personal
meditation, sermons and literature?

(Neh 1:4; 2:11,12; Psa 16:7,8; 32:8,9)

(d) Am I too proud to confess my weaknesses and failures?
(2 Sam 12:13; Job 42:5,6; Rom 7:15-20)

(e) Am I ready to sacrifice my personal interests in order
to edify and strengthen my coworkers?

(Jn 15:13; 2 Cor 12:15; Phil 2:17)



21

8. Organisational Loyalty

(a) Am I loyal to my organisation?

(2 Sam 19:24; 1 Cor 4:1,2; 2 Tim 2:4)

(b) Do I submit myself willingly to the leaders?

(Judg 5:2; 1 Ki 19:21; 2 Ki 3:11; Neh 2:17,18)

(c) Do I backbite my leaders when their decisions

do not please me? (Num 12; 16:1-3,28,31-33)

(d) Do I have a party spirit? (1 Cor 1:11-13; Jude 19)

(e) Am I grateful to God and the organisation for the

blessings or do I murmur?

(1 Cor 10:1-6,10; Phil 4:10-12; 1 Tim 6:6-8)

9. Missionary Vision

(a) Is my heart burdened with God for those who have

not yet heard the Gospel?

(Lk 4:42,43; Jn 10:15,16; Rom 9:1,2; 10:1)

(b) Am I updating informations about what God is doing

the world over? (Acts 9:31; 11:19,20; 13:13,14; 14:24-27;

Rom 10:18;  1 Thess 1:8)

(c) Do I pray for the persecuted Church and those ill-treated

unjustly? (Acts 4:23-31; 2 Thess 3:1,2; Heb 13:3)

(d) Is my concern for the poor practical?

(Job 29:12-17; Acts 11:28-30; Js 2:15-17)

(e) Do I appreciate the good work done by other Churches/

organisations and cooperate with them wherever possible?

(Lk 5:6,7; Jn 4:37,38; Gal 2:7-9)
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10. Future Hope

(a) Do I trust God for my future or worry unduly?

(Mt 6:31-34; 19:27-29; Jn 12:26c)

(b) Do I compare myself with the affluent and turn
material-minded? (Phil 3:17,19; 2 Pet 2:1-3; Jude 11)

(c) Do I hesitate to take up the cross of misunderstanding
and loneliness?

(Job 19:13-19; Psa 88:8;18; Mt 26:56; 2 Tim 4:16,17)

(d) Do I turn a deaf ear to the voices that call me to
come down from my ministerial vision?

(Neh 6:l-3; Lk 9:51-53; Acts 20:22-24)

(e) Am I aware of the welcome and the reward that

await me in Heaven if I serve the Lord of the Church
faithfully till the end?

    (Mt 25:21,23,34; 2 Tim 4:8; 1 Pet 5:2-4)
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Even though the call to live like Jesus is sprinkled all over the New

Testament, there’s only one place where we are specifically told to

“follow His footsteps.” It relates to suffering (1 Pet 2:21). Spend a

few hours in quietness before God going through this questionnaire.

1. Do I get upset with my friends when they are indifferent

towards my aches and sorrows?

When Jesus was sweating blood in the Garden of Gethsemane, His

closest disciples went off to sleep. Even after repeated requests they

failed to share with Him in His soul agony. But He did not get angry

with them. He simply exhorted them to be watchful in prayer and said,

“Rise, let us be going!” (Mt 26:36-46).

2. Am I casual in prayer?

Do I blame others or circumstances

 instead of my  prayerlessness for my failures?

Jesus was subject to all sorts of temptation to sacrifice godly virtues

while He was abused and ill-treated. But He won the battle in

Gethsemane itself in prayer. On the other hand the disciples failed

miserably in every instance. A “willing spirit” is no guarantee to overcome

a “weak flesh” unless there is watchfulness in prayer (Mk 14:35-39).

3. Do I insist that God should answer prayer

in my own way?

Am I afraid to say, “Not my will but Yours, O Lord?”

It was not easy for Jesus to wholeheartedly accept the cup knowing

how bitter it was. True He prayed thrice that He might be

8   Do I follow His footsteps?
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spared, but each time His prayer concluded with the words,

“Nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will” (Mt 26:39,42,44). The

Father God was so pleased with this kind of surrender that He

immediately sent a special angel from Heaven to strengthen His

Son (Lk 22:42,43).

4. Do I publicize or criticize anyone’s weakness

instead of praying for him?

Peter’s weakness was stronger than his willingness. Jesus not only

forewarned him but also prayed for him sincerely. He even encouraged

him foretelling of his future ministry to his associates (Lk 22:31-34).

5. Do I hate someone because he has betrayed me?

Do I forget that man is man

and none but God is 100% trustworthy?

Jesus trusted Judas Iscariot with the money bag even though he

had been a thief. Judas did not avail the opportunity Jesus gave him

to change his heart. Nevertheless, when Judas betrayed Jesus with

a false kiss, Jesus addressed him as “Friend!” (Jn 12:4-6; Mt

26:50).

6. Do I use carnal weapons against my enemies?

Don’t I realize that no man can do anything against me

beyond what God has permitted?

The healing of Malchus by Jesus was a rebuke on Peter’s carnal

act of cutting his ear. Refusing to use the sword even though we may

have one is true spirituality (Jn 18:10,11; Mt 26:51,52). Jesus told

Pilate, “You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been

given you from Above!” (Jn 19:10,11).
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7. Does my reaction to an offense convict the offender

or condemn him?

What Jesus predicted about Peter came to pass. Peter not only

denied Him but also cursed Him. Imagine how hurting it would have

been to Jesus! But His look at Peter was so full of understanding and

compassion that it broke him to tears of remembrance and repentance

(Lk 22:61,62).

8. When I am accused falsely,

do I defend myself

or leave it to God to fight my battles?

When the high priest asked Jesus, “What is it these men testify

against You?”, He kept silent (Mt 26:62,63). When Pilate asked Him

the same question, Jesus answered him not one word! (Mt 27:13,14).

Rather He witnessed to Pilate about the Kingdom of God and the

Truth (Jn 18:36,37; 1 Tim 6:13).

9. Do I ask God to punish my enemies

or pray that they might be blessed?

Jesus practised on Mount Golgotha what He had preached on the

Mount in Galilee (Mt 5:44; Lk 23:34).

10. Do I forget the needs and pains of others

because of self-sympathy?

Jesus told the women who mourned him, “Do not weep for Me,

but weep for yourselves and your children on whom more difficult

days were coming” (Lk 23:27-29). In spite of His intense physical

suffering, He ministered to the spiritual need of a robber who was

crucified with Him (Lk 23:39-43). He also provided a caretaker son in

His place for His mother (Jn 19:25-27).
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11. Do I use prayer and spiritual gifts

to impress people of my spirituality or glorify God?

If Jesus had prayed to His Father for angelic protection, battalions
of angels would have been instantly despatched from Heaven for Him.

How then could the Scriptures concerning His suffering be fulfilled?
(Mt 26:53,54). Also it would not have been impossible for Him to

accept the challenge of the ridiculers to come down from the cross.
How then would a perfect sacrifice for sins be made before the Father?

(Mk 15:29-32).

12. When I come out successfully

through a trial or crisis, do I make those who did not fully
support me feel awkward and guilty?

In spite of the fact that Christ’s disciples betrayed Him, denied Him,

cursed Him, and deserted Him, He never once reminded them of their
failures after His resurrection. Rather He promised them beforehand,

“You are those who have continued with Me in My trials. I bestow
upon you a Kingdom ... that you may eat and drink at My Table in My

Kingdom, and sit on thrones” (Lk 22:28-30). He sent them all over the
world and went with them (Mk 16:15,20).



9   Am I a Missionary Christian?

Getting involved in missionary work is not optional but obligatory

for each Christian. Here are ten questions to evaluate whether we

are fulfilling our part in reaching the lost for Christ.

1. Do I set aside a regular time to pray daily for those who have not

been reached with the Gospel yet? (1 Tim 2:1,4)

2. Do I read the prayer requests and field news in mission periodicals

with a genuine interest and concern?  Am I bothered about the

sufferings of people worldwide as I come across reports in

newspapers? (Neh 1:2,3)

3. Do I overcome laziness and obstacles to join the fellow

Christians for open-air preaching, tract distribution and village

evangelism? (Eccl 11:4-6)

4. Do I grab opportunities to visit the sick, the suffering and the

imprisoned to encourage them with the message of the love of

God? (Mt 25:31-46)

5. Do I take a bold stand in my locality and workspot for                Christ

to testify for Him thro’ my life and lip? (Mk 8:34-38)
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6. Do I give liberally to support  pioneer  missionary work,              Bible

translation projects and specialised ministries to youth, drug addicts

and AIDS victims?  (Lk 8:1-3)

7. Do I allot a sizeable portion  of my possessions and earnings to

help the poor and to support medical ministries and relief

programmes for the underprivileged? (Lk 19:8; Acts 10:2)

8. Do I attend missionary prayer meetings regularly? Am I selfless in

personal and family prayers? (Acts 12:5; 16:13)

9. Do I join teams to visit mission fields wherever possible so I may

get a firsthand knowledge of the problems and challenges of pioneer

missionary evangelism? (Neh 2:12-18; Jn 4:35)

10. Do I take God’s missionary call seriously in my life?  Do I persuade

atleast one of my children to pursue missionary career? (Acts

26:19,20; 1 Sam 1:27,28)
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10    Questions for Pastors

1. Am I regular in prayer life? (Acts 3:1; Lk 5:15,16)

2. Am I systematic in Bible meditation? (Ezr 7:10; Lk 4:16,17)

3. Am I serious about thought purity? (Prov 4:23; Mt 15:18,19)

4. Am I careful about my words? (Js 3:1,2; Eph 5:4)

5. Am I self-controlled in food habits?

(Prov 23:1,2; 1 Cor 6:12,13)

6. Am I satisfied with a simple lifestyle?

(1 Tim 6:6-8; Phil 4:11-13)

7. Am I faithful to my wife? (1 Tim 3:2a; Rom 2:22a)

8. Am I dutiful as a father? (1 Tim 3:4,5; Dt 6:6,7)

9. Am I obedient to civil laws? (Mt 17:25-27; Rom 13:1-7)

10. Am I transparent in money matters?

(2 Cor 9:20-22; Acts 20:33,34)

11. Am I affectionate to my sheep? (2 Cor 12:15; 1 Cor 13;1,2)

12. Am I committed to train people? (Lk 11:1,2; Eph 4:11-13)

13. Am I compassionate towards the poor?

(Gal 2:9,10; Acts 20:35)

14. Am I impartial? (1 Cor 5:21; 2 Chr 19:5-9)

15. Am I dead to casteism, regionalism, nepotism, etc.?

(Col 3:9-11; Rev 7:9,10)
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16. Am I enthusiastic in evangelism and missions?

(Jn 10:16; Mt 9:36-38)

17. Am I true in reporting? (Rom 15:18; Mk 6:5)

18. Am I accountable to others?

(2 Cor 8:18,19,22-24; Acts 15:22)

19. Am I open to correction?   (Gal 2:11-14; Eccl 4:13)

20. Am I quiet when spoken against?

(1 Pet 2:21-23; Mt 5:11,12)

21. Am I respectful of others’ reputation?

(Prov 17:9; 2 Sam 1:19,20)

22. Am I friendly with my coworkers?

(Jn 15:15; Acts 20:17,36-38)

23. Am I cooperative with other ministries?

(Lk 5:5-7; Gal 2:7-9)

24. Am I working hard? (1 Cor 15:10,58; Jn 9:4,5)

25. Am I practising self-denial? (Lk 9:23; Jn 3:30)
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1
I will lead my sheep by example and not by authority.

I will endeavour to live above reproach.
I will keep a distance with the opposite sex.

I will not be upset by criticisms but handle them objectively
and examine myself honestly whether I am to correct myself.

I will voluntarily commit myself
to a few godly leaders for accountability.

(Jn 10:4; 1 Pet 5:3; 1 Cor 11:1; 1 Tim 3:1,2; 5:2;
Tit 2:3,4; 2 Sam 12:7-9)

2
I will set aside a definite time each day
to pray for the members of my Church.

Just as the names of the twelve tribes of Israel
were engraved on the breastplate of the High Priest,

I will carry the burden of my sheep on my heart \
to see them grow in the purposes of God.

I will not stay indifferent even if one member backslides.
I will consider visiting those who are sick and suffering

as my top priority.

(1 Thess 1:2-4; Ex 28:29; Phil 1:3-6;
2 Cor 11:28,29; Lk 15:4; Js 5:14)

3
I will spend not less than two hours each day

for the study of the Scriptures.
I will freely consult Study Bibles,

Commentaries and other study aids.
I will not believe the devil’s lie that I am great

if I preach without notes.
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Instead of dwelling on pet topics,

I will teach my congregation the whole counsel of God
and serve a balanced diet.

I will not allow business matters to steal my study time.

(Mal 2:7; Lk 9:10,11; Mt 10:27; Acts 20:20,27; 6:2-4)

4
I will strive to make every member of my congregation

a minister. I will help each one to identify his/her gift(s)
and operate them. I will not play solo but delegate responsibilities. I

will trust people and tolerate their mistakes.
I will introduce Bible study aids to the believers.

I will be a servant leader.
I will be open to corrections and welcome new ideas

and changes for the better. I will be a friend of the youth.

(Eph 4:11-13; Rom 12:4-8; Mk 3:14; Jn 13:13-15;

1 Cor 3:21-23; Acts 6:14; 1 Jn 2:14b)

5
I will show no partiality but treat the rich and the poor,

the educated and the illiterate, the affluent
and the downtrodden alike.

I will not be influenced by the size of anyone’s offering.
I will give special attention to destitutes

and the downtrodden.
I will die to casteism and play no politics in my dealings.

(Js 2:1-5; Lk 21:1-4; Js 1:27; Col 3:11-14)

6
I will be honest in financial matters.

I will account for all monies received whether as tithes

or offerings or contributions or whatever,
and submit audited accounts to the government.

32



I will not buy with the Church money any moveable

or immoveable property in my personal name

or that of my family members.

I will simply receive a maintenance allowance

and leave all financial matters with a trusted committee.

(2 Cor 8:20,21; Rom 13:6,7; Mt 22:21)

7
I will share leadership of the Church with a couple of

associate pastors, remembering that the

single-pastor system is unscriptural.

(“Pastors” and “Elders” are interchangeable words.)

I will have atleast one associate pastor

even if the congregation is small.

I will not allow my ego to clash with collective decisions.

I will not consider any fellow leader as a threat

if he becomes more popular than I.

I will not lust to bring my son as the next leader.

(Tit 1:5; Acts 20:17,28; 1 Pet 5:1;

Acts 15:22,28; 1 Sam 18:7-9)

8
I will cordially relate to the pastors of other Churches

and leaders of para-church organisations.

I will gladly join hands with them for common programmes.

I will let my people go to other meetings

so they will find pasture “in and out.”

I will rejoice over the victories of others

and openly acknowledge them.

I will warn my congregation against false doctrines.

(Eph 4:11-16; 1 Cor 3:5-9; Jn 10:9;

Lk 9:49,50; Phil 3:2; 1 Jn 4:1)
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9
I will make my Church missionary-minded.

I will arrange to lead teams of our believers

to visit pioneer mission fields.

I will periodically invite missionaries and mission leaders

to challenge the congregation. Supporting missionaries

will be the first item in our Church budget.

I will encourge young people to go as missionaries

to difficult places. I will not hesitate to release

efficient workers for missionary work.

(Rom 10:13,14; 15:20; Mt 10:35-38;

Eph 6:19,20; Acts 13:1-3)

10
I will spend sufficient quality time with my family.

I will take my wife with me for house visits.

I will have an outing with my wife and children

atleast once a week and won’t talk about Church

or ministry during those hours.

I will keep Monday or any one of the weekdays

for rest and relaxation and let the congregation know it!

(Gen 18:17-19; 1 Cor 9:5; 1 Tim 3:4,5; Mk 6:31,32)
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12   Questions for Women

1. Have you disobeyed any commandment of the Lord by

doubting His Word, like EVE? (Gen 3:6)

2. Have you been distracted by the world from following the

Lord wholeheartedly, like LOT’S WIFE?

(Gen 19:26; Lk 17:32)

3. Are your eyes filled with lust, like POTIPHAR’S WIFE?

(Gen 39:7)

4. Are you trying the sinful pleasures of this world for your

inner satisfaction, like the SAMARITAN WOMAN?

(Jn 4:17,18)

5. Are you unwilling to part with your “idol” even after

beginning to follow the Lord, like RACHEL? (An idol is

anything which gets preference over God in any of your

affairs.) (Gen 31:34)

6. Do you grieve the Holy Spirit by your material-mindedness,

like SAPPHIRA? (Acts 5:9)

7. Are you despising any genuine spiritual experience of others,

like MICHAL? (2 Sam 6:16,23)

8. Are you proud, like the DAUGHTERS OF ZION?

(Isa 3:16,17)

9. Are you backbiting, like MIRIAM, and lending your tongue

for unprofitable chat and worldly gossip?

(Num 12:1,2,9,10; 1 Tim 5:13)

10. Are you crossing the boundary of decency in your dress,

trying to copy the trend of the HARLOT WORLD towards

nakedness and its unscriptural fashions?

(1 Tim 2:9,10; Dt 22:5)
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11. Are you crowding out your Quiet Time at the feet of the

Lord, in the midst of your busy domestic works, like MARTHA?
 (Lk 10:39-42)

12. Have you submitted yourself totally to the authority of
God’s Word like MARY, or, are you like the SILLY WOMEN
of 2 Timothy 3:6,7? (Lk 1:38)

13. Have you learnt to carry every burden to the Lord in prayer,
like HANNAH, or, do you go about telling people seeking
their sympathy? (1 Sam 1:15,18)

14. Have you fulfilled your vows unto the Lord, like HANNAH?
 (1 Sam 1:11,27,28; Eccl 5:4,5)

15. Are you active with good works like DORCAS, and busy
like the MODEL WOMAN of Proverbs 31, or, lazy and
careless? (Acts 9:36,39; Prov 31:15,27; Isa 32:9)

16. Have you risen up like DEBORAH to save your nation from
spiritual darkness? (Judg 5:7,12)

17. Are you extending maximum help for missionary-
evangelism through your time, talent and treasure like
EUODIA & SYNTYCHE? (Phil 4:2,3; Lk 8:2,3; Ex 35:25,26)

18. Are you giving unto the Lord your first-fruits, like the
WIDOW OF ZAREPHATH, and your best-fruits, like MARY?

(1 Ki 17:13-15; Jn 12:3)

19. Do you obey your husband, as unto the Lord, like SARAH,
and prove a real God-given helper to him? (1 Pet 3:6; Eph
5:22; Gen 2:18). Do you maintain a cordial relationship with
the other members of the family? (Eph 4:2,3)

20. Do you bring up your children in the fear of the Lord,
instructing them in the Scriptures, like LOIS and EUNICE?

(2 Tim 1:5; 3:15)
(Coauthor: Dr. Lilian Stanley)
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13   Searched by the Scriptures
(Hebrews 4:12,13)

Mere searching of the Scriptures without letting the Scriptures

search us will lead us to arrogance and deception. Here are 66 self-

examination questions, one from each of the Books of the Bible.

Affirmative answers would indicate sin. Have an overhauling by the

Blood of Christ and the Spirit of God.

1. Do I yield to lustful desires? (Gen 3:6)

2. Am I hardening my heart in spite of God’s  repeated

warnings? (Ex 10:3)

3. Is the fire in my personal or family prayer altar dying?

(Lev 6:12,13)

4. Have I backbitten any servant of God?  (Num 12:1-9)

5. Am I irregular in Bible meditation? (Dt 4:8; 30:11-16)

6. Have I caused any trouble in the Church or fellowship?

(Josh 7:24,25)

7. Do I hesitate to sever unholy relationships?

 (Judg 16:4,19,20)

8. Have I gone back on any commitment? (Ruth 1:14-17)

9. Do I fail to discipline my children? (1 Sam 2:29; 3:13)

10. Do I covet another’s spouse? (2 Sam 11:2-4,27)

11. Do I go to the extent of displeasing the Lord to please

my spouse? (1 Ki 21:25)

12. Am I after money instead of perishing souls? (2 Ki 5:26)

13. Do I depend on human support instead of divine strength?

(1 Chr 21:1-8)
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14. Am I puffed up when I accomplish something for God?

(2 Chr 6:18)

15. Have I excluded personal repentance in revival praying?

(Ezra 10:1)

16. Do I get easily discouraged by threats and oppositions?

(Neh 4:14; 6:9,11)

17. Do self-interests prevent my involvement in serving

the nation? (Esth 4:13-16)

18. Do I fail to praise God in my sufferings and losses?

(Job 1:20-22; 2:9,10)

19. Have I lost excitement in worship? (Psa 122:1)

20. Do I reveal secrets and damage people? (Prov 11:13)

21. Do I despise the fellowship of saints? (Eccl 4:9-12)

22. Do I fail to satisfy the sexual needs of my spouse?

(SS 2:7; 3:5; 8:4)

23. Do I insult the Cross by wilful sinning? (Isa 53:1,4,5)

24. Do I doubt God’s power? (Jer 32:27)

25. Do I complain about the punishment for my sins instead of

repenting?  (Lam 3:39-41)

26. Do I disbelieve God’s promises because of delay?

(Ezek 12:21-25)

27. Am I lazy or dishonest in my workspot?  (Dan 6:3-5)

28. Have I failed to live a separated life? (Hos 7:8,9)

29. Do I neglect fasting prayer?  (Joel 1:12-16)

30. Am I living in luxury, unmindful of the suffering brothers

and sisters? (Am 6:1,3-6)
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31. Am I proud? (Ob 3,4)

32. Do I offer excuses for my disobedience to God?
(Jon 1:1-3; 4:2)

33. Do I put family or friends before God? (Mic 7:5-7)

34. Am I slack in soulwinning and evangelism? (Nah 1:15a)

35. Do I worship my work or business? (Hab 1:15,16)

36. Do I hesitate to receive correction? (Zeph 3:1,2)

37. Do I procrastinate God’s work? (Hagg 1:2-5)

38. Have I betrayed or cheated my friends? (Zech 13:6)

39. Do I give God only the leftovers? (Mal 1:7,8,12-14)

40. Am I postponing reconciliation with anyone?
(Mt 5:23,24)

41. Am I angry with someone who pointed out my sin?
(Mk 6:17-19)

42. Do I neglect prayer because of too much work or ministry?
(Lk 5:15,16)

43. Am I dishonest in money matters? (Jn 12:6)

44. Am l sidetracking from my primary calling? (Acts 6:1-4)

45. Do I cheat or disobey the Government?  (Rom 13:1-7)

46. Do I hero-worship any servant of God? (1 Cor 3:4-7)

47. Do I boast about my gifts and attainments? (2 Cor 12:1,6,7)

48. Am I harsh towards the fallen? (Gal 6:1)

49. Do I crack filthy jokes? (Eph 5:4)

50. Do I esteem myself better than others? (Phil 2:3)

51. Do I disobey my parents? (Col 3:20)

52. Do I despise the gifts of the Spirit? (1 Thess 5:19,20)

53. Am I a busybody in others’ matters? (2 Thess 3:11)
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54. Do 1 neglect my family because of work or ministry?
(1 Tim 3:4,5)

55. Do I gossip or slander? (2 Tim 3:3)

56. Do I have divisive tendencies? (Tit 3:10,11)

57. Do I hesitate to rehabilitate someone? (Phile 15-18)

58. Am I hesitant to venture in faith? (Heb 11:8)

59. Do I regard the rich more than the poor? (Js 2:1-5)

60. Do I disobey my husband or dishonour my wife?
(1 Pet 3:5-7)

61. Am I careless about growing in Christian virtues?
(2 Pet 1:5-9)

62. Do I hate any brother or sister? (1 Jn 3:15)

63. Do I support preachers who promote unsound doctrines?
 (2 Jn 10,11)

64. Do I love prominence? (3 Jn 9,10)

65. Do I rebel against leadership? (Jude 11c)

66. Do I waste time? (Rev 22:10,20)
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14   New Year Overhauling

Self-examination to put things in order is the best preparation
to enter the New Year. Spend a day or two exclusively for this

exercise, using the following questionnaire.

1. Personal Life

Did I excuse myself of any secret sin last year? Have I learnt any
bad habits? Did I ever grieve the Holy Spirit by defiling my body? Did
I yield my mind to evil thoughts and lustful desires? Did I waste time in
questionable pastimes?

2. Devotional Life

Did I neglect the daily quiet time? Were there days when Bible
reading and prayer were simply rushed through? Was I irregular in
fasting? Did I harden my heart about anything God convicted me of?
Was I proud?

3. Family Life

Were there instances of unfaithfulness to my spouse during last year?
Did I neglect family prayer and other responsibilities? Did I fail to spend
sufficient time with my children? Have I caused any relationship problem
in the family? Did I disobey my parents or talk back anytime? Did I fail
to help in the household chores? Was I responsible for any
unpleasantness at home?

4. Social Life

Did I ever fail to wear a smile before my neighbours? Did I do tit-
for-tat for any wrong done to me? Did I try to overhear the conversations
of others? Was I curious to know what others were doing? Was I
unconcerned about the salvation of my neighbours? Was I indifferent
when someone was sick? Was my tongue loose? Did I lie or
exaggerate?

5. Workspot

Was I irregular or casual in my work anytime last year? Did I
disrespect or backbite my superiors? Did I despise or abuse my
coworkers? Did I ill-treat my subordinates? Did I steal anything from
office or factory? Did I murmur when a hard work was



42

assigned to me? Did I fail to set an example as a Christian? Was I
jealous over another staff? Was there love of money and lust for things?
Was I dishonest in business?

6. Country

Did I forget the national leaders in my prayers? Did I disrespect the
rights of others in travels and public facilities? Did I cheat the government
in tax-payment and the like? Did I violate any civil law?

7. Church

Did I neglect Church? Did I reject any godly counsel? Has bitterness
entered my heart against any fellow-believer? Did I fail to reconcile
with the one I have wronged? Did I criticize any servant of God rudely
instead of praying for him? Did I disrespect my pastor or any minister?
Did I ever manifest a better-than-you attitude? Did I play a hypocrite?

8. Ministry

Did I feel lazy to go for evangelism? Was I stingy in giving to God?
Did I fail to pray regularly for the lost? Have I failed to keep my
commitment to any Mission? Did I neglect to help the poor and relieve
the suffering?

9. For Students

Did I copy in the exam or adopt any malpractice? Did I disrespect
my teachers? Did I speak lies or twist facts? Was I rude to juniors?
Was I lazy? Did I waste my parents’ money? Did I damage any property
of the institution? Did I silence my conscience to please my friends?
Did I read or watch filth?

10. For Women

Did I covet masculinity in my dress or hairstyle or behaviour? Have
I neglected homemaking? Did I fail to happily accept my husband’s
leadership? Did I hen-peck? Did I gossip and reveal secrets? Was I
dissatisfied with God’s provisions?

An affirmative answer to any of these questions indicates sin.
Sincere confession brings cleansing by the Blood of Jesus.
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15   Blessings of Self-examination
“Examine yourselves… prove your own selves” (2 Cor 13:5)

David Brainerd (1718-1747) used to write in his diary, in the evening,

just what his relationship to God had been during that day. He took

“spiritual stock.” Many who walk close to God have made spiritual

inventory a regular habit. It involves a relatively small investment of

time for the results in yields —

 The first result is that by judging ourselves, we avoid God’s

having to judge us. “For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be

judged” (1 Cor 11:31). “And hereby we know that we are of the truth,

and shall assure our hearts before Him. For if our heart condemns us,

God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. Beloved, if our

heart condemns us not, then have we confidence toward God” (1 Jn

3:19-21).

 The second result is that we know the joy of continual cleansing

and unbroken fellowship. “If we walk in the light, as He is in the light,

we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His

Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful

and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”

(1 Jn 1:7-9).

 The third result is that instead of making the same mistakes over

and over, we correct them and grow stronger and more mature. “I

count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting

those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things

which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high

calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil 3:13-15).

 The fourth result is power in prayer, for God works in, with,

and for, those whom He can trust to stay in step with Him. “If I
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regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me; but verily

God hath heard me; He hath attended to the voice of my prayer” (Psa

66:18,19).

These are just the beginnings of the benefits of regular spiritual

inventory! Why should we be content with less, when these possibilities

are open to us? Be assured, it is not easy—especially not at first. We

have most convenient ‘forgetteries’ when it comes to our own

shortcomings and sins. However, the Holy Spirit will help us, if we let

Him, by illuminating the dark places in our hearts with the light of God’s

Word.

Self-examination has an element of unpleasantness. As the light of

God’s Word illuminates His holiness and our own impure motives, failure

and unbelief stand out in black contrast and we are truly humbled (Job

42:5,6). But God lifts us up with the assurance that Chirst’s blood has

already secured our cleansing, and in gratitude we accept from Him

the power to walk pleasing to Him.
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Search me, O God!

Search me, O God, and know my heart today;
Try me, O Saviour, know my thoughts I pray;
See if there be some wicked way in me,
Cleanse me from every sin and set me free.

I praise Thee, Lord, for cleansing me from sin;
Fulfill Thy Word and make me pure within;
Fill me with fire where once I burned with shame;
Grant my desire to magnify Thy name.

Lord, take my life and make it wholly Thine;
Fill my poor heart with Thy great love divine;
Take all my will, my passion, self and pride;
I now surrender, Lord, in me abide.

O Holy Ghost, revival comes from Thee;
Send a revival, start the work in me;
Thy Word declares, Thou wilt supply our need;
For a revival, Lord, we humbly plead.

— J. Edwin Orr, 1912-1987
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