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The theme of the book of Acts can be found in Jesus’ words to His disciples in Acts 1:8
 
Acts 1:8 (KJV) But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.
 
In chapters 20 and 21, Paul concludes his third missionary journey and is led by the Holy Spirit to go to
Jerusalem, where he is attacked and beaten by a mob of Jews. Only the intervention of the Roman
garrison at Jerusalem prevented his death. As we open chapter 22, Paul begins his defense to the Jews.
 
Acts 22:1-30 (KJV) 1 Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence which I makewhich I make now unto you.

• Paul still recognized the Jews as his brothers in blood, and always showed respect for the priests,
scribes, and leaders, calling them fathers. He displayed this respect even though they were trying
to kill him, much as David did Saul

2 (And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to them, they kept the more silence: and he
saith,) 3 I am verily a man which amwhich am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a citya city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at
the feet of Gamaliel, andand taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was
zealous toward God, as ye all are this day.

Paul identifies himself as a student of Gamaliel, a respected teacher among the Jews. He reminds them
that he spent asignificant portion of his early life in Jerusalem. His “Jewishness” had been called into
question, and he responded by declaring his credentials.

• Philippians 3:4-6 (NCV) 4 although I might be able to put trust in myself. If anyone thinks he has a
reason to trust in himself, he should know that I have greater reason for trusting in myself. 5 I was
circumcised eight days after my birth. I am from the people of Israel and the tribe of Benjamin. I
am a Hebrew, and my parents were Hebrews. I had a strict view of the law, which is why I became
a Pharisee. 6 I was so enthusiastic I tried to hurt the church. No one could find fault with the way I
obeyed the law of Moses.

4 And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women. 5 As
also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the estate of the elders: from whom also I received
letters unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them which were there bound unto Jerusalem,
for to be punished.

• Acts 8:3 (NCV) Saul was also trying to destroy the church, going from house to house, dragging out
men and women and putting them in jail.

• Acts 9:1-2 (NCV) 1 In Jerusalem Saul was still threatening the followers of the Lord by saying he
would kill them. So he went to the high priest 2 and asked him to write letters to the synagogues in
the city of Damascus. Then if Saul found any followers of Christ’s Way, men or women, he would
arrest them and bring them back to Jerusalem.

6 And it came to pass, that, as I made my journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus about noon,
suddenly there shone from heaven a great light round about me. 7 And I fell unto the ground, and heard a
voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 8 And I answered, Who art thou, Lord? And
he said unto me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest.

• Paul beguns to share the story of his conversion, specifically mentioning the vision he saw. The fact



• Paul beguns to share the story of his conversion, specifically mentioning the vision he saw. The fact
that he saw a vision was extremely important to his presentation before the ruling class of the
Jews. We’ll see just how important later

9 And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were afraid; but they heard not the voice of him
that spake to me.

• Paul’s vision and conversion were unique to him, and not the Jews he was travelling with

10 And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into Damascus; and there
it shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do.

• Paul calls Jesus Lord in the hearing of the Jews, establishing that He is convinced that Jesus is God
and Messiah – which had been rejected by the Jews

11 And when I could not see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of them that were with me, I
came into Damascus. 12 And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all
the Jews which dwelt therethere, 13 Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy
sight. And the same hour I looked up upon him.

• This was done by Ananias at great risk . The Holy Spirit had to speak to him directly to help Paul,
as he had the reputation as a murderer of Christians

• Acts 9:10-15 (NCV) 10 There was a follower of Jesus in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord spoke to
Ananias in a vision, “Ananias!“ Ananias answered, “Here I am, Lord.“ 11 The Lord said to him,
“Get up and go to Straight Street. Find the house of Judas, and ask for a man named Saul from
the city of Tarsus. He is there now, praying. 12 Saul has seen a vision in which a man named
Ananias comes to him and lays his hands on him. Then he is able to see again.“ 13 But Ananias
answered, “Lord, many people have told me about this man and the terrible things he did to your
holy people in Jerusalem. 14 Now he has come here to Damascus, and the leading priests have given
him the power to arrest everyone who worships you.“ 15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! I have
chosen Saul for an important work. He must tell about me to those who are not Jews, to kings, and
to the people of Israel.

• Paul was healed of blindness instantly and filled with the Holy Spirit when Ananias laid hands on
him

14 And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see that
Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth.

• Seeing Jesus face to face was something that all the early apostleshad in common

• 1 Corinthians 15:4-9 (NCV) 4 that he was buried and was raised to life on the third day as the
Scriptures say; 5 and that he was seen by Peter and then by the twelve apostles. 6 After that, Jesus
was seen by more than five hundred of the believers at the same time. Most of them are still living
today, but some have died. 7 Then he was seen by James and later by all the apostles. 8 Last of all he
was seen by me—as by a person not born at the normal time. 9 All the other apostles are greater
than I am. I am not even good enough to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of
God.

• Paul continues recounting what Ananias said to him

15 For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard. 16 And now why tarriest
thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. 17 And it came to
pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance; 18

And saw him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: for they will not receive
thy testimony concerning me.



• Paul switches from his Damascus road vision to one he had in the temple

• Once again, Paul talks about something he saw in a vision, being attentive to his audience

19 And I said, Lord, they know that I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that believed on thee:
20 And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by, and consenting unto his
death, and kept the raiment of them that slew him.

• Paul told God early on that he accepted the responsibility for the murder of Stephen and the
beatings and imprisonment of others. God forgave him and equipped him with a righteousness
consciousness 2 Cor. 5:21

21 And he said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles.

• The Jews were attentive until Paul mentioned ministry to the Gentiles, when their racism and
hatred boiled to the surface

• Paul identified his calling to the Gentiles as one received directly from God. The Jews either had to
accept this, or revert to their religious ways

22 And they gave him audience unto this word, and thenthen lifted up their voices, and said, Away with such a
fellowfellow from the earth: for it is not fit that he should live. 23 And as they cried out, and cast off theirtheir
clothes, and threw dust into the air,

• These actions were prepatory to stoning. The Jews were determined to kill Paul even as he in earlier
times had been driven to destroy christians

24 The chief captain commanded him to be brought into the castle, and bade that he should be examined
by scourging; that he might know wherefore they cried so against him.

• The Roman commander had Paul taken to prison to have the truth beaten out of him; no trial, no
conviction, just cruelty

25 And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stood by, Is it lawful for you to
scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned? 26 When the centurion heard thatthat, he went and told
the chief captain, saying, Take heed what thou doest: for this man is a Roman. 27 Then the chief captain
came, and said unto him, Tell me, art thou a Roman? He said, Yea. 28 And the chief captain answered,
With a great sum obtained I this freedom. And Paul said, But I was freefree born.

• Paul was aRoman citizen of the highest order because his parents were Roman citizens. He had to
pay no “citizenship tax” to be a Roman as the commander had.

29 Then straightway they departed from him which should have examined him: and the chief captain also
was afraid, after he knew that he was a Roman, and because he had bound him.

• It was against Roman law to inflict punishment on a citizen without trial and conviction. Paul wisely
used his citizenship to avoid further abuse

 

30 On the morrow, because he would have known the certainty wherefore he was accused of the Jews, he
loosed him from hishis bands, and commanded the chief priests and all their council to appear, and brought
Paul down, and set him before them.

• The roman commander released Paul, and ordered the Jews to explain THEIR behavior.

 




