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Nigeria’s billionaire 
monarchs

Continues on pages 2

T
hey exude regal 
p omp, glamour, 
splendour, class 
and panache wher-
ever they appear. 

They dress in resplendent, 
gorgeous robes and crowns, 
sit in ornate thrones, ride in 
rare, exotic cars and, like big 
masquerades, walk with an 
unmistakable air of authority 
and influence. 

Unlike hundreds of other 
traditional rulers scattered 
across Nigeria’s urban and 
rural communities who have 
depended on the generous 
stipends and allowances from 
government and contribu-
tion from their communities, 
this class of monarchs have 
distinguished themselves, 
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some by first rising to the pin-
nacle of their chosen careers 
and then diversifying into 
business, while others have 
successfully built their for-
tunes over the years through 
shrewd investment into a 
diverse range of business 
concerns. Today, they give 
back to their communities 
through community develop-
ment projects and contribute 
to economic growth through 
employment creation, infra-
structure development, and 
much more.

Welcome to the world of 
Nigeria’s billionaire monarchs 
whose immense wealth, like 
pregnancy, can no longer be 
hidden!

BDSUNDAY investigation 
shows that prominent among 
known super-rich Nigerian 
monarchs are Oba Obateru 

Free-readers:
What do they 
argue on at 
newsstands?

Page 35

Ogoni clean-
up: Another 
abandoned 
project? Pages 27-28



News 
SUNDAYBD 2 Sunday  30 October  2016C002D5556

 Oba Obateru Akinrutan

Nigeria’s billionaire monarchs

Akinrutan, the Olugbo of 
Ugbo land; Muhammadu Sa-
nusi II, the Emir of Kano; Oba 
Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi, 
the Ooni of Ife, among several 
others whose business inter-
ests and net worth are not 
public knowledge but who, 
nonetheless, are considered 
to be stupendously rich. But 
how did they make their 
money? And what are their 
areas of business interests?  

 Oba Obateru Akinrutan
 Oba Obateru Akinrutan, 

the Olugbo of Ugbo land, 
Ondo State, may well be the 
richest monarch in Nigeria. 
A June 2014 report published 
in Forbes listed him among 
‘The 5 Richest Kings In Africa’, 
alongside His Majesty King 
Mohammed VI of Morocco, 
whose fortune derives from 
his control of Société Natio-
nale d’Investissement (SNI), a 
large Moroccan investment 
holding company with assets 
valued at more than $10 bil-
lion; Oba Okunade Sijuwade, 
Olubuse II, the late Oni of Ife, 
with an estimated net worth 
of at least $75 million and 
whose wealth comes mainly 
from construction, property 
and oil; King Mswati III of 
Swaziland, with an estimated 
net worth of at least $50 
million and who made his 
money through investments; 
and Otumfuo Osei Tutu II of 
Ashanti, Ghana, whose esti-
mated net worth was put at 

$10 million and whose sourc-
es of wealth include mining 
equipment, property and 
jewellery. With an estimated 
net worth of $300 million, the 
report rated Oba Akinruntan 
as the second-richest king in 
Africa, behind King Moham-
med VI of Morocco.

A graduate of Business 
Administration from Lead 
City University, Ibadan, Oba 
Akinrutan’s major business 
interests include oil and gas 
and real estate. He started 
Obat Oil Company in Ok-
itipupa, Ondo State, in 1981 
with a gas station which 
was to meet the needs of 
his immediate family and 
neighbouring communities. 
Today, Obat Oil has grown to 
become one of Nigeria’s larg-
est privately-held oil trading 
companies with about 60 
gas stations across Nigeria 
and one of the largest tank 
farms in Africa, a modern 
storage facility that has the 
capacity to store 65 million 
litres of petroleum products. 
Currently, Oba Akiruntan 
is the chairman of Obat Oil 
while his eldest son, Prince 
Akinfemiwa Akinrutan, is 
the managing director.

In the real estate sector, 
Oba Akinruntan has choice 
buildings in London and 
across Nigeria as well as over 
five hotels, including the 
landmark Febson Hotels and 
Mall in the Central Business 
District of Abuja.

The monarch, who acced-

ed to the throne in 2009 and 
leads over 50,000 subjects 
in Ugbo Kingdom in Ilaje, an 
oil-rich riverine community, 
is also a man of class, taste 
and style who likes to show 
off his wealth. He oozes sheer 
sophistication and possesses 
an array of luxury cars in his 
sprawling and magnificent 
palace.

He made history in 2012 
when he emerged as the first 
black person to buy the 2014 
model of Bentley which was 
made solely for Queen Eliza-
beth II of England in the belief 
that other people would wait 
till 2014 to ride it. In an inter-
view with Daily Post in Janu-
ary 2014, he said, “I have a $1 
million watch, I use the same 
type of car like the Queen of 
England.

In re c ognition of  his 
achievements in business, the 
Oba received the Entrepre-
neur of the Year Award from 
the Western Media Forum in 
1997, Award of Excellence by 
Ondo State Chamber of Com-
merce, Industry, Mines and 
Agriculture (2000), among 
others. He became the first 
Nigerian member of the Clin-
ton Global Initiative in 2008.

 Emir Muhammadu Sa-
nusi II

 Muhammadu Sanusi II, 
the Emir of Kano, like his late 
predecessor and grand uncle, 
Ado Bayero, is arguably one 
of Nigeria’s richest monarchs 
with an estimated worth 
of over $100 million. Emir 

Sanusi made his money from 
a successful banking career 
that culminated with his ap-
pointment as the governor 
of Central Bank of Nigeria. 
He is also rumoured to have 
substantial shares in First 
Bank, where he was MD/
CEO before his appointment 
as CBN governor. He also 
has other investments and 
business interests across the 
country, especially in Lagos 
and Abuja real estate markets.

Apart from his personal 
estate, Emir Sanusi is believed 
to have inherited huge liquid 
and solid treasures from Emir 
Ado Bayero. Though known 
to be already wealthy before 
his enthronement as the ruler 
of Kano, it is believed that 
the inherited wealth has 
tremendously boosted his rat-
ing, leading many to believe 
that he may as well be the 
wealthiest traditional ruler 
in the country.

Kano emirate council, 
which was transformed into 
its current structure and 
arrangement around 1805, 
is one of the richest local 
administrative entities in 
Nigeria. Documented ac-
count indicates that during 
the colonial era, the emirate 
council was one of the major 
financiers of the Govern-
ment of Northern Region. Its 
wealth derived from three 
dominant economic activities 
– agriculture, trade and com-
merce. In addition to its busi-
ness involvement, the policy 

directive enacted under the 
military administration of 
Ibrahim Babangida, which 
set aside 2.5 percent of federal 
revenue accruable to states 
to the running of traditional 
councils across the country, is 
also a big boost to the Emir’s 
wealth.

Emir Sanusi, a man of class 
and style, also shows off his 
extreme affluence with the 
fleet of exotic automobiles 
he and his council members 
cruise in. He has a Rolls Royce.

 Oba Adeyeye Enitan 
Ogunwusi

 Oba Adeyeye Enitan 
Ogunwusi, the current Ooni 
of Ife, is estimated to worth 
over $30 million.

A holder of a Higher Na-
tional Diploma in Accoun-
tancy from the Polytechnic 
Ibadan and a member of In-
stitute of Chartered Accoun-
tants of Nigeria (ICAN), a cer-
tified member of the Institute 
of Directors (IOD) Nigeria, 
and an active member of the 
Global Real Estate Institute 
(GRI), Oba Ogunwusi is an as-
tute billionaire businessman 
and entrepreneur driven by a 
passion to turn impossibilities 
into possibilities.

The Ooni, who made his 
money from real estate, con-
struction, trading and con-
tracts, is the founder and 
managing director of Gran 
Imperio Group, the holding 
company of a chain of com-
panies that are into real estate 
and construction, manufac-

turing, facilities management, 
leisure and tourism. But it 
is in real estate that he has 
been most prominent, hav-
ing been actively involved 
in the development of over 
2,500 housing units with vari-
ous consortia of developers 
within the last eight years.

Gran Imperio Group, his 
real estate company, has over 
the years delivered projects 
such as EssentialHomes, a 
real estate product launched 
in January 2014 to deliver 
affordable upscale homes 
to middle- and low-income 
earners. The 1st phase of the 
product, the Southpointe 
Estate, Lafiaji Road, Lekki, 
started in February 2014 
and has been successfully 
delivered within a year with 
approximately 60 percent oc-
cupancy recorded. Others are 
the Northpointe Estate Phase 
I, II & III and Midland Court 
on Chevron Drive, Lekki. He 
owns Inagbe Grand Resorts 
and Leisure, Lagos, the first 
of its kind in the whole of 
West Africa bounded by the 
Lagos Lagoon and the Atlan-
tic Ocean, as well as EH Fur-
niture, a subsidiary of Gran 
Imperio Group worth over 
N5 billion, and has recently 
invested N7.6 billion to build 
Grand Resort in Ile-Ife.

In addition, Oba Adeyeye 
has successfully undertaken 
numerous multi-billion naira 
projects across Lagos and its 
environs, including Jacob 
Mews Estate, Yaba, Lakeview 
Park I & II Estate, Lekki, the 

 Emir Muhammadu Sanusi II
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ongoing Golden Leaf Estate, 
Lekki, and Grand Lake Estate, 
Ajah.

Oba Ogunwusi is a direc-
tor on the Board of Imperial 
Homes Mortgage Bank Lim-
ited (formerly GTHomes), as 
well as director, FinaTrust 
Microfinance Bank Limited, 
one of Nigeria’s foremost 
microfinance banks focusing 
on SMEs and micro-credit 
facilities.

Unarguably a man of class, 
as evident in his dressing style 
and carriage, the Ooni rides in 
a super-luxury Rolls-Royce 
Phantom, a thorough blend 
of meticulous German en-
gineering and iconic British 
panache.

 Other monarchs of note
 There are also specula-

tions that many monarchs in 
the oil-rich Niger Delta region 
may be in the billionaires’ 
club as they are said to have 
had a share in the 13 percent 
oil revenue derivation that 
has accrued to their states 
over the years, apart from 
the huge settlements and 
land compensations they are 
known to receive from the oil 
companies operating within 
their localities. However, 
this is still in the realm of 

conjecture as there is neither 
evidence nor available in-
formation on their business 
activities.

However, a list of ‘9 Rich-
est Kings In The History Of 
Nigeria & How They Enjoy 
Royal Splendour’ posted No-
vember 2015, which was 
found online by BDSUNDAY, 
featured a number of these 
Niger Delta monarchs.

These include HRM Ag-
bogidi Obi James Ikechukwu 
Anyasi II, Obi of Idumuje 
Unor Kingdom; His Maj-
esty, Wilson Ojakovo Og-
hoghovwe Oharisi III, Ovie 
of Ughelli; HRM Benjamin 
Ikenchuku Keagborekuzi 
I, Dein of Agbor, who once 
served as the Chancellor of 

the University of Ilorin; and 
Deinmowuru Donokoromo 
III, the Pere of Isaba, all in the 
oil-rich Delta State.

Others on the list included 
Alhaji Ado Abdullahi Bayero, 
the late Emir of Kano, who 
was said to have amassed 
wealth by investing in the 
stock market and agriculture; 
Oba Okunade Sijuade, the 
late Ooni of Ife; HRM Oba 
Oyetunji Jimoh Olanipe-
kun Larooyell, the Ataoja of 
Osogbo, Osun State; Alhaji 
Abdulmumini Kabir Usman, 
the Emir of Katsina who 
was crowned in 2008, and 
Omo N’Oba N’Edo Uku Ak-
polokpolo Erediauwa I, the 
Cambridge-trained late Oba 
of Benin Kingdom.

Similarly, a list of ‘8 Most 
Stylish Kings In Nigeria To-
day’, posted in September 
2015, featured the Alaafin of 
Oyo, His Imperial Majesty, 
Oba (Dr.) Lamidi Olayiwola 
Adeyemi III; Oba Fredrick 
Akinruntan; Obi Of Onitsha; 
Oba Rilwan Akiolu of Lagos; 
Dein of Agbor; Emir Muham-
mad Sanusi II; the late Oba 
of Benin; and Oba Saheed 
Elegushi, Keshenla III of Ikate 
land, who is said to be the 
youngest monarch in Lagos 

State.
T h e re  i s 

also a groundswell of opin-
ion that Alfred Papapreye 
Diete-Spiff, the Amayanabo 
of Twon-Brass, Bayelsa State, 
who served as the first mili-
tary governor of Rivers State 
from May 1967 to July 1975 
and was a member of Yakubu 
Gowon’s Supreme Military 
Council within the period, is 
very rich, though no figure is 
put against his name.

Diete-Spiff, a retired naval 
officer, serves as the group 
chairman and managing di-
rector of Bereton Zenith Ber-
eniger Group and national 
president, Nigerian Associa-
tion of Auctioneers. He also 
served as the chairman of 
Japaul Oil and Maritime Ser-
vices Plc.

His Majesty, lgwe Nnae-
meka Alfred Achebe, the 21st 
Obi of Onitsha, is also specu-
lated to be very wealthy. 
Achebe’s career at Shell Petro-
leum Development Company 
of Nigeria spanned a period of 
over 30 years, during which 
he held several strategic po-
sitions, including executive 
director from 1988 to 1996.

Achebe sits on the board 
of many corporate organisa-
tions. He served as chairman 
of Diamond Bank Plc, cur-
rently serves as chairman, 
Universal Insurance Ltd and 
Omak Maritime Ltd, non-
executive director, EER Nor-
way Ltd, a director at Regency 
Alliance Insurance Company 
Plc, and has been an indepen-
dent non-executive chairman 
of Unilever Nigeria Plc since 
July 2011.

 Impact on economy, com-
munity development

 Beyond their astonishing 
opulence, many Nigerians 
have continued to question 
the impact these monarchs 
have on their communities. 
BDSUNDAY investigations, 
however, show that beyond 
the affluence and pomp of 
royalty, a good number of 
these traditional rulers have 

continued to play key roles 
in the areas of job creation, 
security, infrastructure, char-
ity, etc.

For instance, Emir Sanusi, 
the 14th Emir of Kano who 
came to power in June 2014, 
is a highly learned individual 
whose contribution to the 
Nigerian economy cannot 
be downplayed any day. As 
the governor of the country’s 
central bank, he pushed far-
reaching reforms that helped 
in saving the financial sector 
from a major collapse.

As Emir of Kano, he has 
matured gracefully into the 
role and has initiated a num-
ber of poverty alleviation 
initiatives. Seeing that toma-
toes, which are harvested 
in abundance in the North, 
were mostly being left to rot 

away in the fields due to lack 
of storage facilities or food 
processors, while a whopping 
$360 million was spent annu-
ally to import tomato paste, 
the Emir, according to one 
report, teamed up with Aliko 
Dangote, Africa’s richest man 
and a fellow Kano indigene, 
to build a $25 million tomato 
paste factory that bought 
tomatoes at a fixed price from 
8,000 farmers. The factory’s 
output, the Emir said in an 
interview, enables Nigeria to 
cut tomato paste imports by a 
third and ease the deprivation 
that has made the north fer-
tile ground for Boko Haram 
recruiters.

On his part, Oba Ogun-
wusi, since his coronation, 
has taken it upon himself to 
reconstruct and renovate all 
the heritage spots that have 
been in existence for thou-
sands of years for the entire 
world to have a pilgrimage 
destination, thereby promot-
ing the cultural heritage and 
natural endowments of Ile-Ife 
through tourism. He has also 
embarked on a multi-million 
naira reconstruction of the 
ancient palace of the Ooni of 
Ife (Ile-Oodua) and donated 
100 250KVA transformers to 

various communities in Ife 
to improve electricity supply.

Oba Ogunwusi is said to 
currently employ over 300 
indigenous youths at the 
Inagbe Cocowood Factory-
Essential Homes Furniture 
brand, over 450 direct em-
ployees across his various 
companies, and over 3,000 
indirect employees.

He is also said to have en-
gaged about 200,000 youths 
for empowerment through 
agriculture and has acquired 
30 square miles of land in 
Ile-Ife for agricultural invest-
ments in cocoa, oil palm and 
rubber plantation; empow-
ered over 20,000 widows 
and engaged them in palace 
and community sanitation 

with weekly benefits for 
their upkeeps; and donated 
small-scale equipment for 
manufacturing of vegetable 
oil, cassava flakes processing, 
block making machine, palm 
kernel equipment, technolo-
gy incubation centres, among 
others.

Through a power proj-
ect he initiated, he installed 
transformers and light poles 
that generated electricity in 
his community which is still 
serving the people till date. 
He also extended the power 
project to other parts of the 
town.

The Lafiaji community in 
Lagos also benefitted from 
his community development 
projects with the opening up 
and reconstruction of 6.5km 
of road, with a 1.1km green 
extension, without govern-
ment intervention. He also 
made possible the electrifi-
cation of this whole stretch 
powered by his company, 
Gran Imperio Group.

Before he came to the 
throne, had set up and fos-
tered strong trade relation-
ships in Nigeria through the 
Association for International 
Business (AIB) with presence 
in over 200 member coun-

tries across 
t h e  g l o b e . 
One of  the 

laudable achievements of the 
body includes the trade fa-
cilitation between the United 
Arab Emirates (Jebel Ali Free 
Trade Zone Development) 
and the Federal Government 
of Nigeria through the Ni-
geria Investment Promotion 
Commission (NIPC).

Furthermore, he in 2002 
led the government delega-
tion to Canada that promoted 
strategic alliances through a 
partnership with the Ondo 
State Government on solid 
mineral (bitumen, dimension 
stones, granite, etc) potentials 
of the state, which gave rise 
to the formation of the Amal-
gamated Mining and Explo-
ration Company Limited, 
wholly owned by the Ondo 

State Government.
In addition, he facilitated 

the development of Spark-
west Steel Galvanising Plant 
(the only steel galvanising 
plant in Nigeria), National 
Iron Ore Mining Company 
Limited, and Jakura Mines 
resuscitation projects, which 
has eventually become the 
major limestone feedstock to 
Obajana Cement Plant in Kogi 
State. He also facilitated the 
biggest lead and aluminium 
recycling plant set up in Ni-
geria by the National Steel 
Company of India in Ota, 
Ogun State.

Also in 2002, Oba Ogun-
wusi revitalised the pro-
cessing of rice and set them 
into different groups and sub 
categories. In addition, he 
donated rice and tilling equip-
ment to the Oyo and Ogun 
State chapters of the “Rice 
Farmers Association of Nige-
ria” and was a major force in 
propagating the Ofada rice 
production.

Oba Akinruntan, a firm 
believer in the saying that 
wealth is meaningless with-
out impacting on the lives 
of others, has a foundation 
through which he gives schol-
arship to many in primary, 

secondary and higher institu-
tions. Recently, he elevated 
the scheme to include the 
brilliant ones who want to 
go for their PhD anywhere 
in the world.

“My foundation has been 
providing free health checks 
and treatments to our people 
living on top of water by 
procuring boat clinics with 
qualified medical personnel 
moving from one commu-
nity to the other to treat our 
people,” he said in a recent 
interview.

“That is why I want to 
appeal to the Federal Govern-
ment to build a Specialist Hos-
pital in Ilaje, not a clinic. We 
deserve more than that. We 
also want a Federal Govern-
ment higher institution for 
our youths that are ready to 
take the advantage,” he added.

 Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi  HRM Agbogidi Obi James Ikechukwu Anyasi I



Ogbuefi Pascal, winner of the Glo Campus Data Dude, (right) being presented with a cheque by Globacom’s 
Head of Operations, South South, Nwachukwu Aja after winning the coveted prize during the Glo Campus Storm 
music concert at the Enugu Campus of University of Nigeria.
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glo Campus storm: 2nd set of Campus 
Data Dudes, Divas emerge at uneC

Ignite Africa moves to revive 
Nigeria’s reading culture, others

I
n a bid to shore 
up the nation’s 
l e a r n i n g  d e f i -
cit ,  rev ive the 
f l a g g i n g  re a d -

ing culture and boost 
Nigeria’s leadership 
c re d e n t i a l s  a c ro s s 
the world, Nigerian 
y o ut h s  h ave  b e e n 
urged to become lov-
ers of books and cul-
tivate a sound reading 
culture for life. This 
call was made at the 
2016 edition of the 
Ignite Africa Readers 
‘R’ Leaders Destiny 
Walk, which held in 
Lagos recently.

The annual road 
walk, which had in 
attendance artistes, co-
medians, actors, vari-
ous professionals, stu-
dents and stakeholders 
within the educational 
sector, was organised 
by the Ignite Africa 
Leadership Foundation 
as a literary aware-
ness campaign aimed 

paign, commended the 
organisers for a job well 
done and challenged 
parents to do more in 
deepening the reading 
culture among young 

people.
“This exercis e by 

Ignite Africa is a no-
ble one that should be 
extended by parents. 
Parents can start by 

at promoting a reading 
culture in Nigeria espe-
cially amongst young 
people. 

Kolawole Oyeyemi, 
founder, Ignite Africa 
Leadership Founda-
tion and Convener 
of the Destiny Walk, 
s a i d :  “ W e  mu s t  a l l 
come together to cre-
ate awareness for the 
youth of this nation 
to cultivate the habit 
of reading. No nation 
can grow, develop and 
lead other nations, if it 
is an ignorant nation. 
Once upon a time, our 
graduates were being 
poached by the super 
p owers b e caus e we 
had the knowledge, 
understanding and 
wisdom in our respec-
tive fields. Today, we 
are no longer go o d 
enough in our own 
country.  Jobs which 
Nigerians should or-
dinarily undertake 
are now being given 
to expatriates and if 
we continue like this 
what kind of future is 

in store for our youth 
and our nation?”

Larry Izamoje, chair-
m a n /C E O  o f  B r i l a 
Group who also lent 
his voice to the cam-

keLeCHi ewuZie reading to their chil-
dren on a daily basis 
and as the children 
grow older, they also 
pick the habit of read-
ing and even pass it on 
to the next generation 
and before we know 
it, it would become a 
national culture for 
Nigerians to  read,” 
Izamoje enthused.

Ignite Africa Leader-
ship Foundation also 
used the occasion to 
showcase the signifi-
cant progress made in 
its stated commitment 
to helping to get youths 
to embrace learning as 
a way of life so that we 
can guarantee our na-
tion a great future and 
leadership amongst the 
comity of nations. A 
first of its kind library 
website, hosting over 
4,000 books, www.ig-
niteafricalibrary.org, 
and its over 60 book 
clubs across Lagos and 
Rivers states, are some 
of the success stories 
shared with partici-
pants at the event. 

T
he second con-
cert of the Glo 
Campus Storm 
bille d for 24 

campuses pan Nigeria 
held on Friday, October 
21 at the Enugu Campus 
of the University of Ni-
geria with thousands of 
excited students from 
within and neighbour-
ing higher institutions 
in attendance.

A s  e x p e c t e d ,  1 8 
beautiful ladies and 18 
handsome gentlemen 
competed for the cov-

eted “Mr. Glo Campus 
Data Dude” and “Miss 
Glo Campus Data Diva” 
diadems and fielded in-
telligent questions at the 
Glo premium national 
students’ show.

The judges unani-
mously picked Ogbuefi 
Paschal, a 500 level Med-
ical Radiography student 
as the “Mr. Glo Campus 
Data Dude” while Miss 
Ikpe Igbe Joy, a 400 level 
Law student won the 
“Miss Glo Data Diva” 
crown. Both winners 

went home with one 
hundred thousand naira 
cash reward each.

Gaily dressed youths 
converged on the White 
House Auditorium ven-
ue of the show early, 
eagerly waiting for the 
arrival of the Campus 
Storm troupe from Port 
Harcourt and looking 
forward to an unforget-
table night of fun.

Hip-Hop dynamo, 
Runtown gave the cur-
tain raising performance, 
storming the stage in a 

black sweats shirt and 
shades. The homeboy 
regaled attendees with 
stories of his ‘growing-
up’ experience in the 
Coal City as he sang and 
received appreciative 
ovations from his fans 
who sang and danced 
along with him as belted 
out his hit songs such 
as “Lagos to Kampala”, 
“Galado”, “Baby Answer”,  
“Banger” and “Bend 
Down”. 

The appearance of MI 
on stage increased the 
frenzy as the mammoth 
crowd surged forward to 
catch a glimpse of “Chair-
man” as MI is fondly 
called and danced to his 
sublime performance 
as he rapped his popu-
lar numbers like “One 
Naira”, “African Rapper 
Number One” and “If No-
body Talks About You”.

Bearded Timaya took 
the show to its crescen-
do with a high octane 
performance that left 
attendees panting for 
more as he churned out 
popular hit tracks such 
as “Shake Bum Bum”, 
“When Money No Dey”, 
“Dem Mama” and other 
songs.

E
nugu State House 
of Assembly has 
called on Enugu 
State Universal 

Basic Education Board, 
(ENSUBEB) to re-conduct 
the recruitment exercise 
of over 2000 primary 
school teachers to include 
those that were not given 
the opportunity to partici-
pate in the controversial 
exercise. 

The resolution came 
as a result of the recom-
mendations contained 
in a report submitted to 
the House by the House 
Committee on Education, 
Science and Technology.

The committee was 
charged by the House to 
look into complaints from 
various quarters on the ir-
regularities surrounding 
the exercise.

It would be recalled 
that the House had earlier 
moved for the outright 
annulment of the exercise 
as a result of complaints of 
irregularities and shoddy 
deals noticed during the 
exercise that was con-
ducted by ENSUBEB last 
September.

The House resolved 
to mandate the Com-
mittee to carry out fur-
ther investigation into 

the exercise after they 
were not satisfied with 
the explanations and 
defence of management 
of ENSUBEB and Com-
missioner for Education 
on how the exercise was 
conducted.

The Speaker, Edward 
Ubosi had mandated 
the Committee to carry 
out the investigation 
and report to the House 
within two weeks. The 
House Committee also 
re c o m m e n d e d  t h at 
there should be fair and 
equitable distribution of 
qualified candidates in 
the recruitment exercise 
in each local area.

The report which was 
presented by the House 
Committee Chairman 
on Education, Matthew 
Ugwueze, Igbo-Eze South, 
also submitted that quali-
fied volunteer teachers 
should be considered for 
the recruitment. 

In another develop-
ment, the House accepted 
a letter written to them 
by Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, the 
state governor, to allow 
him send the Chief Judge 
of Enugu State, Justice 
Innocent Umezurike on 
compulsory retirement 
following his indictment 
by the National Judicial 
Service Commission.

enugu Assembly wants 
recruitment of 2000 primary 
school teachers re-conducted
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CACOL, CISLAC flay Saraki over CCB Act ammendment

T
he Coalition 
Against Cor-
rupt Leaders 
(CACOL), and 
the Civil Soci-

ety Legislative Advocacy 
Centre (CISLAC), have 
chided the Bukola Saraki 
and Yakubu Dogara-led 
National Assembly mem-
bers over what they called 
self-serving attempt of the 
lawmakers to arrogate 
Executive powers of the 
Code of Conduct Bureau 
(CCB) to the 8th Assembly.

 The Nigerian Senate, 
last Thursday, passed the 
Code of Conduct (amend-
ment) Bill 2016, meaning 
that the NASS is set to take 
over from the Presidency 
the power to appoint staff 
of the CCB and Code of 
Conduct Tribunal (CCT).

The amendment came 
as the Court of Appeal 
sitting in Abuja, a day 

to a treasonable offence.
“The House of Rep-

resentatives members 
who sent the bill to the 
Senate to consent to are 
also culpable. You know 
that Bukola Saraki is also 
the chairman of the Na-
tional Assembly. They 
are working to protect 
their own interest. This 
is about them, not about 
Nigeria and Nigerians. But 
if Saraki is guilty of false 
asset declaration he will 
surely go down. It is only 
a matter of time. With this, 
they have again proved 
Nigerians right about who 
they really are. The duty of 
the lawmakers is to make 
laws or amend existing 
laws; and exercise over-
sight functions executive. 
It is treasonable offense 
for them to try to take up 
executive functions while 
neglecting their own. The 
Petroleum Industry Bill 
has been before the NASS 
for years now, and yet, 

nothing has been done 
about it,” he told BD SUN-
DAY.

He explained that the 
new amendment by the 
8th Assembly will not 
stand because some angry 
Nigerians, particularly 
lawyers with enough re-
sources will certainly chal-
lenge the decision in a law 
court; saying that the ma-
jor weapon such lawyers 
need to pursue the case 
to a logical conclusion is 
a constitutional provision 
for the CCB and its sister, 
CCT.

“If the President refuses 
to assent to the amend-
ment Bill and the lawmak-
ers vetoed it, the court can 
stop it. Lawyers can go to 
court to stop them. It is 
not victory for them yet. 
This is legislative rascality 
that must not be allowed 
to stand. This is a show of 
same,” he said.

On his part, Auwal 
Musa Rafsanjani, execu-

earlier, declined to quash 
the 16-count charge pend-
ing against Bukola Saraki, 
before the CCT over crime 
he allegedly committed 
while serving as governor.

Section 18 (1) and (2) of 
the CCB/CCT Act under 
power of exemption states 
that: “The President may 
by order exempt any cadre 
of public officers from the 
provisions of this Act if it 
appears to him that their 
position in public service 
is below the rank which 
he considers appropriate 
for the application of those 
provisions.

“The President may by 
order confer on the Bureau 
such additional powers as 
may appear to be neces-
sary to enable it discharge 
more effectively the func-
tions conferred upon it un-
der this Act.” The amend-
ment also reduced the 
tenure of chairman and 
members from serving 
until they are 70, to a term 

of five years.
President Muhamma-

du Buhari’s assent is what 
the new amendment is 
waiting for before powers 
of the Presidency to make 
rules and regulations for 
the bodies would auto-
matically be transferred 
to the NASS.

Debo Adeniran, execu-
tive chairman, CACOL, 
said if Bukola Saraki, is 
by the new amendment 
seeking ways to whittle 
the powers of the CCB and 
CCT to pave the way for 
him to evade justice in his 
ongoing trial at the latter, 
“he will surely go down if 
he is guilty of false asset 
declaration when he was 
governor of Kwara State”. 

According to him, the 
new amendment is noth-
ing but a show of shame 
and undeserved show of 
power by the lawmakers, 
who he said have lost all 
sense of morality, adding 
that the act can be likened 

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE tive director of CISLAC, 
who is also country head, 
Transparency Interna-
tional (TI), said anyone one 
who understands legisla-
tive process will go to sleep 
over the amendment be-
cause it will not survive. 

“There is nothing to 
worry about because the 
Bill will not survive. Let us 
even tentatively believe 
that the lawmakers may 
veto the President, should 
he refused to assent to the 
Bill; but there would be se-
rious disagreement when 
the time comes for the 
NASS to do a harmonisa-
tion of the Bill. I am laugh-
ing about the amendment 
because these men are 
jokers. Nigerians should go 
to sleep over this amend-
ment because it will not 
stand, whatever argu-
ment the lawmakers want 
to present. Mind you, it 
takes the executive to 
implement laws,” he told 
BDSUNDAY.
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Exorbitant school fees add to 
Nigerian parents’ burden

E
xpensive school 
fees are adding to 
the heavy burden 
most Nigerian par-
ents have to bear 

as the country’s biting eco-
nomic recession continues to 
worsen.

Majority of Nigerian par-
ents/guardians say they are 
paying too high fees for their 
children/wards in crèches, 
nursery, primary and second-
ary schools in the country, 
even as they believe that high 
fees do not translate into qual-
ity education.

In a recent survey carried 
out by BDSUNDAY, parents 
were asked if they thought 
the fees they were paying 
for their children in crèches, 
nursery, primary and second-
ary schools were too much. 
Eighty-one percent of the 
parents answered in the af-
firmative, while 19 percent re-
sponded in the negative. Simi-
larly, a whopping 77 percent of 
the parents think the fees they 
pay are not appropriate, while 
only 23 percent think they are 
appropriate.

Even though 96 percent of 
the parents do not think that 
high school fees are evidence 
that the children are getting 
quality education, they contin-
ue to pay the high fees because 
they do not have alternatives.

In this regard, 27 percent 
of the parents think their 
children are getting excellent 
quality education; 42 percent 
say the quality is very good; 
23 percent say it is good, while 
8 percent rated the quality of 
education as fair.

Most of the parents/guard-
ians who responded to the sur-
vey say they were educated in 
the public school system (92 
percent for primary and sec-
ondary, respectively; and 90 
percent for higher institutions) 
where they paid little or no 
fees, but their children/wards 
are today enrolled in the pri-
vate school system where they 
pay exorbitant fees.

But even though their chil-
dren/wards are in the private 
school system currently, 88 
percent of the respondents say 
they are willing to risk sending 
their children to public schools 
if they were sure of the qual-

ity of education there, while 
12 percent say they prefer 
private schools no matter the 
circumstance.

Ironically, majority of the 
parents (64 percent) say they 
would likely recommend a 
private school over a public 
school to a friend or colleague.

On how much they are 
willing to pay for their chil-
dren, 35 percent of parents 
say they will pay N100,000-
N150,000k for their children/
wards in crèche if they had 
the money, while 65 percent 
say they will not. Likewise, 
15 percent say they will pay 
N150,000-N200,000 for 
crèche, while 85 percent say 
no; and another 10 percent 
say they will pay N200,000-
N250,000 for crèche, while 90 
percent say they will not even 
if they had all the money.

In the primary school 
category, 24 percent of par-
ents say they are willing to 
pay N100,000-N150,000 if 
they had the money, while 
76 percent say they will not; 
33 percent say they will pay 
N150,000-200,000, while 67 
percent say they will not; and 
another 20 percent say they 
are willing to pay N200,000-
N250,000k, while 80 percent 
say they will not.

For secondary educa-
tion, 44 percent of parents 
are willing to pay N150,000-
N200,000; 31.6 percent will 
pay N250,000-N300,000, 
while 20 percent will pay 
N300,000-N350,000. On the 
other hand, 56 percent of 
parents say they will not pay 
N150,000-N200,000, 68.4 per-
cent will not pay N250,000-
N300,000, and 80 percent will 
not pay N300,000-N350,000 
for their children in second-
ary schools even if they had 
the money.

On the amount of fees paid 
for each category, the survey 
results show that for children 
in crèche, 75 percent of respon-
dents pay N20,000-N30,000; 
12.5 percent pay N31,000-
N40,000, while another 12.5 
percent pay N71,000-80,000                    

Fo r  n u r s e r y  s c h o o l , 
46.15 percent of parents pay 
N20,000-N30,000; 15.38 per-
cent pay N41,000-N50,000, 
23.08 percent pay N61,000-
N70,000, 7.69 percent pay 
N71,000-N80,000, while 

another 7.69 percent pay 
N101,000-110,000.

16 percent of parents say 
they pay N20,000-N30,000 
for their children in prima-

ry school, 26 percent pay 
N31,000-N40,000, 16 percent 
pay N41,000-N50,000, 11 per-
cent pay N51,000-N60,000, 21 
percent pay N71,000-N80,000, 

while another 11 percent pay 
N101,000-N110,000.

For secondary school, 
38 percent pay N31,000-
N40,000, 13 percent pay 

N41,000-N50,000, 6 percent 
pay N51,000-N60,000, an-
other 6    percent pay N71,000-
80,000, while 5 percent pay 
N101,000-N110,000.
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Kogi doctors urge govt to 
abide by salary agreement

D
octors in Kogi 
State have called 
on the state gov-
ernment to live 
up to expecta-

tions on salary agreement as 
they do not want a situation 
where people are sick and 
do not have anybody to treat 
them.

M a g n u s  O g a ra k u ,  a 
medical doctor, stated this at 
Federal University of Tech-
nology Complex during the 
Physicians’ Week activities 
of the Nigerian Medical As-
sociation (NMA) with the 
theme ‘Healthcare in a Fair 
Economy, Challenges and 
Ways Forward’. According to 
Ogaraku, the salary of doctors 
that work for Federal Govern-
ment appears to be far better 

and more regular than those 
working for the state.

“Government should try 
and make sure that doc-
tors get their salaries and 
pay them what is their due, 
even the Bible says a worker 
deserves his wages. Govern-
ment should pay doctors’ 
wages on time and whatever 
is the salary agreement they 
have they should meet up 
with it so we don’t have a 
situation where our people 
will be sick and we will have 
nobody to treat them and 
they will suffer and may die, 
that is not good,” he said.

The medical doctor also 
noted that the salary issue af-
fects those that work in every 
sector of the economy in the 
state, pointing out that some 
workers, including doctors 
have not been paid since Janu-

Victoria NNakiaike, Lokoja

Dermatologist commends Philips over introduction 
of new hair clippers to address health concerns

D
o you know that 
some deadly skin 
d i s e a s e s  c a n  b e 
contracted through 

simple hair cut? Do you know 
that razor bumps and rashes 
on the face and head remain 
one of the biggest concerns 
when it comes to groom-
ing personal health mainte-
nance?

A Consultant Dermatolo-
gist at the College of Medicine 
University of Lagos (CMUL) 
Ayesha Akinkugbe, has said 
that barbering and shav-
ing with poor quality and 
unsafe clippers could expose 
individuals to several skin 
diseases with some far more 
dangerous than the dreaded 
HIV/AIDS.

Delivering a lecture titled: 
‘Have a Hair Cut, Not a Skin 
Disease’ at a recent personal 
health sensitisation forum 

ary because of the screening 
exercise, saying that some 
have been paid up to April 
some up to June.

“I think that is where 
they stopped so far. I think 
this month of October, they 
stopped in July. And even as 
we talk the salary of doctors 
in the state are lesser than 
those in the federal because 
the template for the payment 
of doctors which is called 
Consolidated

Me dical  Salary Scale 
(COMSS) implemented at the 
federal level has not been 
implemented in the state.  
Those workers are getting the 
percentage of their salary. So 
this is the challenges that we 
have.

“Salaries are not regular 
apart from not being regu-

clipping your hair or beard, 
and shave without resulting 
in damaged skin,” the medical 
personnel said.

C h i om a  I wu ch u k wu -
Nweke, general manager, 
Philips  Pers onal  Health 
– West Africa, said: “Phil-
ips c onducte d extensive 
res earch across a cross-
section of men in Nigeria 
and sub-Saharan Africa for 
over three years before de-
veloping this new product. 
The Philips clipper was de-
veloped and extensively 
field-tested taking into ac-
count the core concerns that 
came out in the research 
– mainly the need to get that 
clean shaven feeling but to 
avoid the scratches, cuts 
and bumps that sometimes 
develop on the skin”.

Iwuchukwu-Nweke, who 
disclosed that total sales figure 

ekiti commits N100m to community development

E
kiti State Gov-
ernment has in-
jected the sum of 
100million naira 

into the community-
based development pro-
gramme in the state to-
wards enhancing grass-
roots development.

The State Commis-
sioner for Finance and 
Economic Development,  
Toyin Ojo who made this 
known in Ado Ekiti, ex-
plained that the Ayodele 
Fayose-led administra-
tion paid  the money as 
counterpart fund for 

the programme, in spite 
of the paucity of fund, 
to awaken it from its 
hitherto comatose state.

The Commissioner 
recalled that the State 
Community Develop-
ment Agency (EKSCDA) 
that is in charge of the 
programme in the state 
was practically dead by 
the end of the last admin-
istration, stressing that 
the present administra-
tion met it in comatose.

According to him, the 
problem of the Agency 
started in 2013 during 

the last administration, 
adding that it was how-
ever, resolved late last 
year which culminated 
into the payment of 
the state government’s 
contribution to the pro-
gramme.

Ojo said that seven 
projects were currently 
being handled by the 
Agency, adding that an-
other three projects at 
Ikere, Odo Ikoro and Il-
amoji in Ado Ekiti were 
approved by the World 
Bank last week.

Reiterating the com-

mitment of the present 
administration to the 
rapid development of 
all communities in the 
state, Ojo said that the 
Fayose-led administra-
tion believed that only

investment in infra-
structural development 
can boost economic 
growth, stressing that 
provision of essential 
public infrastructure re-
mained an important 
ingredient for recovery, 
sustained economic 
growth and poverty re-
duction.

lar, salaries are not what 
they should be, they are far 
lesser. Some are given the 
percentage of the salary in 
Kogi State. As am talking to 
you now, doctors working in 
Kogi State civil service, (min-
istry of health management 
board where we have the 
largest number of doctors), 
they work across the state, 
the nooks and crannies, all 
over the local government 
areas, general hospitals and 
all that. The doctors that 
work in Kogi State Specialist 
Hospital, Kogi State Medical 
Centre as well as Kogi State 
University Teaching Hospital 
are not enjoying their service 
the way doctors in federal 
medical centre are enjoying, 
he said.

of clippers in Nigeria was put 
at 3.4 million units annually, 
noted that the unique thing 
about the new Philips Clipper 
is that it does not heat up. She 
added that it is the first set of 
clippers designed to ensure no 
bumps and less rash. 

“These are the first clippers 
Philips is introducing in the 
African market, underscoring 
our commitment to delivering 
innovation based on the need 
of the consumers. Our new 
clippers cut your hair, not 
your skin. This is not only to 
ensure that you have a pain-
less short and sharp look, but 
also improves your overall 
skin health,” Iwuchukwu-
Nweke added.

The two clippers intro-
duced are the Philips Clipper 
Pro ideal for professional bar-
ber styling and Philips Clipper 
Home for personal use.

organised by Philips Nigeria 
as part of activities to herald 
the new Philips Hair Clippers 
into the Nigerian market, 
Akinkugbe maintained that 
most people develop bumps 
on their skin after a very close 
shave and that razor bumps 
could expose individuals to 
diseases such as Hepatitis, 
among others.

Endorsing the newly in-
troduced hair clippers by 
Philips, she observed that the 
revelation by Philips that the 
clipper’s blade tip has been 
clinically and hygienically 
proven and designed for less 
cuts and skin damage was 
good news. “It is really grati-
fying that Philips has come 
to solve an age-long health 
concern associated with barb-
ing through use of clippers. 
Specially developed blades 
reduce the risk of cuts when 

edo assembly raises panel 
on market women protest

E
do State House of As-
sembly has set up a 
three-man ad-hoc com-
mittee to investigate 

the remote and immediate 
causes of the demolition of 
the Edaiken market located in 
Uselu in Egor Local Govern-
ment Area of Edo State.

The demolition of the mar-
ket by the authorities of the 
council sparked had protest by 
market women last Monday.

Justin Okonoboh, speaker 
of the House, announced the 
constitution of the committee 
at plenary session.

Okonoboh named Sunday 

Aghedo (APC Ovia South West) 
as chairman. Others are Em-
manuel Agbaje (APC Akoko-
Edo 11) and Roland Asoro (APC 
Orhionwon South).

Okonoboh said the reason 
for the investigation was to 
forestall any crisis in any part 
of the state as a mark of honour 
and respect to the new Oba.

He directed the committee 
to pay an urgent fact-finding 
visit to the market with a view 
to holding consultations with 
stakeholders as well as submit 
its findings to the House. 

Recall that the Uselu/Ug-
bowo axis of the Benin-Lagos 
highway was recently bar-
ricaded by protesting Uselu 
market women over alleged 
imposition of N1.2 million per 
store that resulted in the demo-
lition of the market.

The traders said the prob-
lem was compounded when 
the authorities of the council 
started destroying the make-
shift shops they have been 
using for years in the market.

The speaker, who had 
earlier addressed group of 
market traders from the 
Uselu Market who protested 
to the Assembly, noted that 
they were unlawfully ha-

rassed, intimidated while 
they were forcefully evicted 
from their stalls by the de-
molition. He assured the trad-
ers that the Assembly would 
look into the matter and come 
up with a position on how to 
resolve the impasse.

Roseline Ikpomwen, who 
spoke for the traders, said they 
were being asked to pay N1.2 
million for the new stall cubicle 
built by the last administra-
tion of the elected executive 
chairman of the council, Victor 
Enobokhare.

iDriS UMar MoMoH, Benin
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Local Govt Commission boss 
canvasses new revenue formula

D
espite the ongoing 
economic reces-
sion in the coun-
try, Chairman of 
the Asaba Cham-

ber of Commerce, Industry, 
Mine and Agriculture (ASAC-
CIMA), Emmanuel Moweta, 
has confirmed that the 2016 
Asaba Trade Fair will hold in 
December.

Moweta told journalists in 
Asaba, the Delta State capital 
that the chamber would be 
partnering with a consulting 
firm; Trio-Ochids Ltd in organ-
ising the trade fair which holds 
from December 7 to December 
17, 2016.

He disclosed that the trade 
fair, with the theme ‘Prosper-
ity for all Deltas through eco-
nomic diversification’, would 
feature both local and foreign 
manufacturers from within 
and outside the country.

The chamber chairman, 
who is also the managing 
director of Emis International 
Security Service Limited, said 
that the fair would also attract 
participants from all the sec-
tors of the economy.

According to him, the trade 
fair will attract businesses and 
investments to the state as well 

as participants to exhibit their 
products and research findings 
for commercialisation.

         Moweta said that 
the trade fair would focus on 
Made in Nigeria products so 
that manufacturers in Nigeria 
would be able to showcase 
their well packaged goods for 
both the domestic and interna-
tional markets.

He disclosed that the cham-
ber would be recognizing and 
honouring manufacturers 
within the Delta North Senato-
rial district of the state during 
its award night.

“We are using the platform 
to recognize and honour in-
dustrialists, manufacturers 
within the Delta North Senato-
rial district and by the Grace 
of God; we intend to make the 
award ceremony an annual 
event.

“We are also going to reach 
out to more industrialists with-
in our zone as well as those 
who are in the agricultural sec-
tor since the economy is being 
diversified and the emphasis 
is on the agricultural sector,’’ 
he said.

On membership drive, he 
noted that the membership 
strength of the chamber is 100 

and that the chamber would 
reach out to more industrial-
ists, who are coming into the 
state.

Speaking on some of the 
challenges of the industry, 
Moweta called for the decen-
tralisation of the power sector 
to boost electricity supply in 
states and local governments.

He noted that the decen-
tralisation of power would 

O
lumami Oyibo, chair-
man of the Delta 
State Local Govern-
ment Service Com-

mission, has said that only 
a new revenue formula will 
address the challenges faced by 
local governments in paying 
the salaries of workers.

Oyibo, who was a former 
Nigerian Union of Local Gov-
ernment Employees (NULGE) 
president and NLC leader, told 
journalists in Asaba that prop-
er appropriation of revenue to 
the three tiers of government 
should be carried out.

According to him, the pres-
ent appropriation is still tilting 
in favour of the Federal Gov-
ernment and that the solution 
is either a new revenue for-
mula where more funds will be 
given to the local governments, 
which have the burden of 
paying the salaries of primary 
school teachers.

He noted that the backlog 
of local government workers’ 
salary is not peculiar to Delta 
State.

 “As at today, we have it on 
record that of the 36 states of 
the federation, including the 
Federal Capital Territory, more 
than 27 states are indebted to 
both their state workers and 
even teachers’ salaries.

“The whole situation is as 
a result of the meltdown, the 
economic meltdown and the 
fall in the revenue from the 
Federation Account. We are 
faced with a situation where 
the money coming from the 
Federation Account is not 

go a long way in boosting 
economic activities across the 
country.

He said that allowing 
states, local governments to 
build, own and operate their 
power stations would go a long 
way in helping to boost busi-
ness activities and the overall 
development of the country.

The chamber chairman, 
who noted that power had 

been a major challenge fac-
ing business activities in the 
states and local government 
areas, said that power was 
very key to every aspect of the 
economy.

“ Whether it  is  manu-
facturing, entertainment 
industry or the hospitality 
industry, power is key to 
all aspects of life. Look at 
most hotels in the state 

are folding up. This is as a 
result of poor power supply 
and these same hotels are 
now being converted into 
schools.

“The basic thing is that 
the some infrastructure is 
being used for another pur-
pose.  In the hospitality sector 
whether you have one guest 
or 50 guests, it is the amount 
of diesel you will use to power 
your hotel,’’ he said.

According to him, the man-
ufacturing sector will have to 
pump a lot of money to gener-
ate power in order to operate 
their machinery and at the end 
of it all, all these expenses will 
be built into the cost of produc-
tion, resulting in high rate of 
inflation being experienced in 
the states and country today.

He explained that the high 
cost of production has made lo-
cally manufactured goods not 
to be competitive with goods 
produced abroad.

Moweta noted that the 
poor power situation is affects 
the country’s Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) as well as the 
economy and sees the decen-
tralisation of power as one 
way revitalising the nation’s 
economy.

Organisers defy economic recession, 
set to hold Asaba trade fair December

even enough to pay the work-
ers’ salaries. So, it is not a state 
government issue,” he said.

“I can tell you that 70 per-
cent of the allocation goes to 
teachers. We are talking of a 
situation where local     govern-
ment has allocation of about 
N80 million and about N66 
million of it go for teachers’ 
salaries. “So, it is a serious mat-
ter. And I want to tell you that 
if not for the fact that the state 
government has been quite 
helpful as far as Delta State 
is concerned then, all local 
government would have been 
grounded. Before now, the 
Governor of this state has been 
contributing over N600 mil-
lion monthly to pay teachers 
and if that one was not there, 
then, we would have a serious 
problem.

 He explained that the Delta 
state government is also faced 
with the issue of finances as 
a result of the fall in oil prices 
and vandalism of oil and gas 
pipelines.

“I think the solution is that 
there should be a review of 
the Revenue Formula that will 
favour the local government 
and the state, while the Federal 
Government can have less. We 
expect the Federal Govern-
ment to concentrate on more 
serious issues like defence, 

security and other things and 
bring out more money to the 
state and the local govern-
ments,” he said.

Speaking on some of the 
achievements of the Com-
mission, Oyibo said: “I can tell 
you that this commission has 
succeeded in ensuring that all 
backlog of promotions, which 
is supposed to be twice in a 
year - January and July have 
been properly taken care of.

He disclosed that the com-
mission succeeded in establish-
ing zonal offices in the three 
senatorial zones in the state 
- in Agbor, Ughelli and Warri 
South.

 “We have been able to exe-
cute all the programmes of gov-
ernment at the grassroots level, 
in the environmental sector, 
the health sector and we make 
sure that the various officers in 
spite of the paucity of funds, 
they discharge their functions 
effectively. That is why today; 
we say authoritatively, that the 
local governments have been 
doing quite well.

“Above all, we have used 
our position as labour leader 
and as chairman of this com-
mission to ensure that there 
is relative peace as far as local 
governments are concerned. 
You can see that in spite of 
the fact that all local govern-

ment are in financial miasma, 
everywhere have been peace-
ful,’’ he said.

Speaking on measures taken 
to check absenteeism in local 
governments offices in Delta 
State, Oyibo noted that the 
excuses often tendered by some 
workers that non-payment 
of salaries is responsible for 
absenteeism in workplace is 
not acceptable for the failure 
to attend to their jobs promptly.

 “Whether the salaries are 
being paid now or not, defi-
nitely, one day they will earn 
the salary,’’ he said.

According to him, the Com-
mission is now tackling the 
issue of absenteeism through 
unscheduled visits to Local 
Government offices in the state 
and the introduction of a pro-
cess of that ensures that the 
workers sign attendance reg-
ister in and out in the various 
departments.

 “We have Commissioners 
representing various Senatorial 
districts. And since then, we 
have been going to various local 
governments in Delta North, 
Delta South and Delta Central 
to checkmate absenteeism,’’ 
he said.

He added that with these 
efforts in place, “if you go to any 
local government now, there is 
a full house”.

Enugu to work with 
real estate developers to 
create new towns

E
nugu State gov-
ernment has 
p r o m i s e d  t o 
partner with 

Real Estate and Hous-
ing developers to create 
new towns and reduce 
housing deficit in the 
state.

Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, 
the state governor 
stated, this at the first 
Enugu Housing and 
Real Estate Develop-
ment forum organised 
by Enugu Chamber of 
Commerce, Industry, 
Mines and Agriculture, 
in conjunction with 
Real Estate Developers 
Association of Nigeria.

Ugwuanyi, who was 
represented by Charles 
Asogwa, commissioner 
for Housing and Urban 
Development, com-
mended the theme of 
the workshop, ‘Real 
Estate/ Housing De-
velopment, Veritable 
sector for sustainable 
Development” saying 
the state government 
would  partner any in-
terest group for sustain-
able Development and 

provision of accommo-
dation to the people. 

“We are ready to 
provide support to any 
interest group who are 
ready to partner with 
the state in housing de-
velopment to ensure 
affordable house for all,” 
he said.

According to him, 
the state government 
would continue to pro-
vide enabling environ-
ment for the industry 
to strive. This he said 
would not only create 
avenue for the growing 
young talents but also 
ensure affordable house 
for the people.

The former minis-
ter of foreign Affairs, 
Dubem Onyia, who was 
the chairman of the oc-
casion, called on the 
government at all levels 
to pay more attention 
and provide funds for 
the Real Estate Develop-
ers association to enable 
them provide employ-
ments and housing to 
the people.

He challenged the 
Federal Mortgage Bank 

REGis Anukwuoji
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News 
Delta’s crash to 4th 
oil producing states 
worries governor

D
elta State 
Governor, 
I f e a n y i 
Okowa has 
expressed 

worries over the slip of 
the state from number 
one oil producing state 
to fourth position as a 
result of the activities of 
vandalism of oil installa-
tions by the Niger Delta 
militants.

Okowa made the 
disclosure at the com-
missioning of revenue 
court, 300kva/33kv 
transformer and poultry 
executed by the Oshi-
mili South Local Govern-
ment council in Asaba, 
the state capital.

Okowa however, 
called on the militants 
to sustain the existing 
peace being enjoyed in 
the state.

“I want to call on our 
youths and militants 
to please sheath their 
swords and embrace 
peace; the peace that we 
have enjoyed within the 
last two months should 
be sustained because, 
whatever we do im-
pacts negatively on our 
people and the environ-
ment; I believe that the 
meeting of Niger Delta 
and the Presidency will 
bring positive results 
and peace to the region.

“It is regrettable that 
Delta State moved from 
number one oil produc-
ing state in the country 
to fourth position,” he 

said.
The governor, who 

c o n g r at u l at e d  t h e 
leadership of Oshi-
mili South Local Gov-
ernment Council for 
the projects, however, 
urged local govern-
ment councils and po-
litical appointees to 
key into his empow-
erment programmes 
through skills acqui-
sition to reduce the 
n u mb e r  o f  j o b l e s s 
people in society.

He also advised local 
government councils in 
the state to take advan-
tage of stakeholders in 
their areas to embark 
on developmental pro-
grammes as recession 
continues to take its toll 
on Nigerians.

“At this time of eco-
nomic recession, our 
councils can actually 
stir up the confidence 

of those in our com-
munities to assist in our 
developmental pro-
grammes.

“It is the cordial rela-
tionship that you have 
with the people of your 
area that will make 
them assist you will-
ingly. At this period, we 
need to work together, 
think together, pray 
together to God to bring 
down His glory and see 
us through this period 
of recession”, he added.

Earlier, the Chairman 
of Oshimili South Local 
Government Council, 
Chuks Obusom dis-
closed that the projects 
were executed despite 
the economic down-
turn being experienced 
in local government 
councils and the coun-
try through the assis-
tance of individuals and 
organisations.

IDRIS UMAR 
MOMOH/MERCY ENOCH 

Enugu to work with real ...
Continued from   page 8

to champion the cause 
and catalyst the action 
to ensure that REDAN 
are assisted in their zeal 
to provide and reduce 
housing deficit in the 
country.

Onyia blamed the 
government for not in-
cluding the poor masses 
in any of their programs.

“ G o v e r n m e n t 
should think of proj-
e cts  that  will  lo ok 
at the lower class of 
people,  the Federal 
and state governments 

Cross section of Ambrose Alli University (AAU), Ekpoma students protesting over recent hike in tuition fees by school 
management. Pixs by Idris Umar Momoh, Benin L-R: Jonathan Butler; A’rese; Mi Casa (Duda; J’Something and Mo-T, at the press conference for Smooth FM’s ‘A Night 

At The Kazbah’ concert held at the Federal Palace Hotel, Victoria Island Lagos.

projects are for the 
elitist, and friends of 
the government and 
never for the lower 
class”. he added. He 
said that Real Estate 
Industry are not grow-
ing with the popula-
tion, hence the indus-
try has be en taken 
over by touts who do 
not know what to do 
in housing develop-
ment, saying that they 
would have been no 
demolition in cities 
if governments were 
doing what they out to 
be doing with REDAN 

to provide housing for 
the people.

Earlier Ugochukwu 
Chime, national presi-
dent of REDAN and EC-
CIMA, called for total 
restructuring of Real 
Estate developer and 
housing sector and re-
construction of build-
ing materials to provide 
affordable house for all.

Among the corporate 
organisations that took 
part were the Federal 
Mortgage Bank repre-
sented by the MD and 
Nigerian Mortgage and 
Re-Financing company.

AAU students protest 
hike in tuition fees

H
undre ds of 
students of 
A m b r o s e 
Alli Univer-

sity (AAU), Ekpoma 
Friday staged a peace-
ful protest against hike 
in tuition fees by the 
management of the 
school.

The aggrieved stu-
dents who were at the 
secretariat of the Edo 
State chapter of the 
Nigeria Union of Jour-
nalists (NUJ) were also 
at the premises of the 
Edo State House of As-
sembly and the palace 
of Oba of Benin to reg-
ister their displeasure.

Edwin Okolose, who 
spoke for the students, 
demanded for imme-
diate reversal of the 
tuition fees hike to 
N165,000 from N47, 

000 which represents 
over 400 percent.

O k o l o s e  w h o  i s 
m e mb e r,  N at i o n a l 
Association of Nige-
ria Students (NANS) 
Governing Council, 
frowned at the deci-
sion of the school man-
agement to shun the 
committee of manage-
ment/students repre-
sentatives that negoti-
ated on the fees.

The protesting stu-
dents were armed with 
placards with different 
inscriptions such as 
‘reduce our school fees’, 
‘education is not for the 
rich alone’, ‘no reduc-
tion, no resumption’, 
‘N165, 000 no be beans’, 
‘save our future’, among 
others.

He noted that the 
current economic re-
cession in the country 
does not warrant put-
ting more financial bur-

dens on Nigerians, es-
pecially parents whose 
N18, 000 minimum 
wages monthly could 
not afford three square 
meals to the family.

“The economic re-
ality in the country, 
coupled with the pres-
ent 18,000 minimum 
wage many parents 
cannot afford such fees. 
The action of the insti-
tution’s management 
equally fell short of the 
idea of the founding 
father of the university 
to make education af-
fordable to all,” he said. 

Okolose, who said 
NANS has issued 24-
hour ultimatum to the 
school authorities to 
reverse the school fees, 
posited that failure to 
comply with the order 
would result to soli-
darity mass protest by 
other universities in 
the country.

Ifeanyi Okowa

…Fees increase to N165, 000 from N47, 000
IDRIS UMAR MOMOH



L-R: Diran Olojo, group head, corporate affairs  First City Monument Bank (FCMB) Limited; Rekiya 
Mohammed, one of the winners at the third draws of the ‘’FCMB Millionaire Promo Season 3’’; Mustapha 
Lukman, regional head, Abuja & North, and Baldwin Onuigbo,  zonal head, FCT 1, both of FCMB, 
during the Regional draws of the promo in Abuja. 

L-R: Dotun Somoye, regional sales director North; Ahmed Gambo, regional sales manager, both 
of Suntory Beverages and Foods Nigeria Limited; Abigail Igiri, Abuja beneficiary, her Mother 
Grace Ogilegwu, and Rajiv Das, deputy general manager, Suntory Beverages Nigeria Limited and 
Foods at the redemption ceremony in Abuja.

L-R: Nana Prempeh, co-founder/chief executive officer, Asoriba; Chinyere Don Okhuofu, divisional chief 
executive officer, industry vertical markets, Interswitch, Peter O’Toole, chief finance officer, Interswitch 
Group; Cherry Eromosele, chief marketing officer, Interswitch Group and Saviour Dzage, co-founder 
Asoriba, at the launch of Interswitch Church Solutions in Lagos.

L-R: Adebisi Femi-Oderinde, retail sales manager, Airtel Nigeria; Pupils from Chrisland School, Nwokedi 
Chilotam, Emeka Duru and OSeni Maryam; Bukola Gbadesere, teacher, Chrisland schools, and Lynda 
Amechi, retail head, Lagos, during the Chrisland Schools’s educational visit to Airtel Expo Centre, Lagos.

L-R: Ken Egbas, chief responsibility officer, Trucontact CSR Nigeria; Comfort Nwankwo, vice chairman, 
Lagos Chapter, NIPR; Leo Stan Ekeh, chairman/CEO, Zinox Technologies; Olusegun Mcmedal, 
chairman, Lagos State Chapter, NIPR and Adeyinka Sorungbe, representing Commissioner for science 
& Technologies, Lagos State. at the NIPR Lagos Digital PR Summit with Theme: New Media Public 
Relations Practice in Networked Communities held at Nigerian Institute of Management  Victoria 
Island Lagos.

L-R: Kola Olayinka, regional commercial manager, British Airways’,  West Africa; Vivian Ayeni and 
Barbara Ibhawoh, winners of British Airways Joyful Reunion Campaign, and Amaka Badmus, trade 
account manager, British Airways at the presentation of prizes in Lagos.
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L-R: Ngozi Igbokwe, founder, Bales of Mercy Orphanage; Adekoya Kazeem, head, digital marketing, 
Nobel Carpets and Rugs,  and Sarah Okoh, children supervisor, Bales of Mercy Orphanage, at the 
donation of items to Bales of Mercy Orphanage by Nobel Carpets and Rugs in Lagos.

L-R: Ibrahim Yusuf, head public sector & development organizations, financial institution, Standard 
Chartered Nigeria; Angela Sere-Ejembi, deputy director, financial markets, C entral  B ank of Nigeria; 
Carmen Ling, global head, RMB Standard Chartered Bank, and Jade Lu, head of brokers dealer public 
sector development organizations, Standard Chartered,  at a training session tagged ‘China’s “One 
belt, One road” initiative’’ Africa-China Road Show’’ in Lagos. 
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K
en Beeson Saro Wiwa is 
known all over the world for 
his struggles to win autonomy, 
environmental rights and 
oil control for his Ogoni eth-

nic nationality of Rivers State, Nigeria. 
His death caused huge pains for Nigeria 
especially an expulsion from the Com-
monwealth as well as earning Nigeria a 
pariah status in the comity of civilised 
nations in 1995. This made the world to 
focus attention on his son, Ken Barnole 
Saro Wiwa (Ken Jnr). Thus, when the cold 
hand of death snatched the young man, 
the world immediately began to look for 
areas of resemblance to know if the world 
lost people of same traits.

Ken Snr was born on October 10, 1941, 
while his son was born on November 28, 
1968. When it was time to die, Ken Snr died 
on November 10, 1995, while his son died 
on October 18, 2016. Many see a nexus be-
tween these two birth and death months; 
father and son seemed to swap birth and 
death months. One was born in October 
and died in November while the other was 
born in November but died in October.

Many say both father and son had the 
same height and exhibited the same gaits, 
but the resemblance is more striking in 
their literary prowess; both were writers, 
authors, avid readers, and journalists. Ken 
Snr was described as a prolific and humor-
ous writer while Ken Jnr was described as 
a ‘writer with a fluid prose and an eye for 
details’. He was particularly a novelist, a 
young man who was made by his father 
to read a book every night as a family 
tradition. Both were described by many 
as men of letters.  

 Perhaps, where the world keenly 
wanted to note was the area of activism. 
Each was an activist in his own right. Ken 
Snr was a full-blown extrovert, but his 
son preferred to operate silently. He told 
his close associates that he did not want 
to follow his Dad’s style where the world 
expected him to.

Both Kens served in government. Ken 
Snr began as administrator of Bonny in 
Rivers State and ended as a commissioner; 
while the son served as special adviser to 
three presidents including Goodluck Jona-
than. Ken Jnr was seen as calmer where 
his father was volatile and controversial.

The son seemed to steer away from 
this point to carve his own image. He was 
severally quoted to have told close associ-
ates that he was not prepared to walk in 
his father’s shadow. It was obvious because 

they come from a clan of self-confidence 
and independence of mind.

Ken Jnr did his best to avoid media at-
tention, and probably because he was a 
journalist, he knew how to do it.

On each important occasion when 
every Ogoni man wanted to rub off on 
the skin of the late activist, his own son 
always came and left unnoticed. On the 
Ogoni Clean Up day when his father was 
practically being raised from the dead, Ken 
Jnr slipped in quietly and tried to pool the 
wool over the eyes of masters of ceremony, 
though one picked him out.

The mention of his name on the public 
address system attracted a wild ovation. 
“He was a man whose life and career were 
marked by the murder of his famous father 
two decades ago”, a source stated.

He did not want to take the heat like his 
father but he worked under the scene to 
win favours for his people. He preferred 
engagement and gave out books to those 
seeking knowledge to fight a real battle. 

Many said he was not ready to confront 
but to engage the authorities.

He openly said his father’s shoes were 
too big for him to walk into but he pen-
etrated the hearts of many in his own quiet 
way. He grew up in Port Harcourt but was 
schooled abroad. He died in London.

Ken Jnr tried his best to stay out of 
trouble but this created the greatest irony 
in his family; his father poked trouble in 
the eye and lived for 54 years, the son 
stayed away from trouble and rather lived 
for 47 years.

Of Ken Snr, it was said: “Saro-Wiwa was 
arrested again and detained by Nigerian 
authorities in June 1993 but was released 
after a month. On 21 May 1994 four Ogoni 
chiefs (all on the conservative side of a 
schism within MOSOP over strategy) were 
brutally murdered. Saro-Wiwa had been 
denied entry to Ogoniland on the day of 
the murders, but he was arrested and ac-
cused of incitement to them. He denied the 
charges but was imprisoned for over a year 

before being found guilty and sentenced 
to death by a specially convened tribunal. 
The same happened to eight other MOSOP 
leaders who, along with Saro-Wiwa, be-
came known as the Ogoni Nine.

“Some of the defendants’ lawyers re-
signed in protest against the alleged rig-
ging of the trial by the Abacha regime. The 
resignations left the defendants to their 
own means against the tribunal, which 
continued to bring witnesses to testify 
against Saro-Wiwa and his peers. Many of 
these supposed witnesses later admitted 
that they had been bribed by the Nige-
rian government to support the criminal 
allegations. At least, two witnesses who 
testified that Saro-Wiwa was involved in 
the murders of the Ogoni elders later re-
canted, stating that they had been bribed 
with money and offers of jobs with Shell 
to give false testimony, in the presence of 
Shell’s lawyer.

“The trial was widely criticised by 
human rights organisations and, half a 
year later, Ken Saro-Wiwa received the 
Right Livelihood Award for his courage, 
as well as the Goldman Environmental 
Prize. On 10 November 1995, Saro-Wiwa 
and the rest of the Ogoni Nine were killed 
by hanging by military personnel. They 
were buried in Port Harcourt Cemetery. 
In his satirical piece Africa Kills Her Sun, 
first published in 1989, Saro-Wiwa in a 
resigned, melancholic mood foreshadowed 
his own execution.”

But of Ken Jnr, it was written: “Ken 
Jr. became the lightning rod for the 
campaign to free his father and the other 
MOSOP leaders who had been imprisoned 
with him on trumped up charges. He 
worked tirelessly and passionately. After 
18 months criss-crossing the world, an 
exhausted Mr. Wiwa was in New Zealand 
to meet heads of governments gathered at 
a Commonwealth summit when his father 
and nine colleagues were executed.

“Wiwa’s grief was mixed with anger 
at politicians who met him for photo op-
portunities had little concrete to offer. He 
found that he was pigeonholed as Ken 
Saro-Wiwa’s son. He said he had no clear 
concept of where home was or to whom 
or to what he owed his allegiance. He said 
he was rootless, deracinated and adrift in 
the world.

“He decided to move to Canada. He was 
grateful for the support he had received 
from the Canadian literary community. 
Away from his past obligations, he basked 
in Toronto’s gentler cosmopolitan scene. 
He was allowed to be Ken Wiwa there. It 
took him three years to complete In the 
Shadow of a Saint”. 

Person In The News
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There goes the son of a martyr
…But what has Junior in common with the senior?
IGNATIUS CHUKWU

Ken Beeson Saro Wiwa

Ken Beeson Saro Wiwa



News Feature
Death-scared ministers, other officials 
hide in SUVs as neglected roads worsen

S
everal knowl-
e dgeable Ni-
gerians have 
r e a c t e d  t o 
BDSUNDAY’s 

last week front-page 
story, “Buhari’s minis-
ters spend taxpayers’ 
billions of naira to fuel 
SUVs”, saying only good 
governance, not big cars, 
can guarantee protec-
tion for every Nigerian 
irrespective of status.

They said the minis-
ters’ insistence on the 
use of SUVs is to lower 
the chances of road ac-
cidents, giving that most 
roads across the coun-
try have become death-
traps due to neglect.

“Why do they go for 
SUVs? Is it not because 
of the poor condition of 
roads? They believe that 
such vehicles would 
lower the chances of 
accident and shield 
them from the vagaries 
of the neglected roads? 
But I tell you, it’s wish-
ful thinking,” said an 
analyst who craved ano-
nymity.

The analyst noted 
that the poor state of 
most Nigerian roads, 
particularly the high-
ways, has taken a huge 
toll on the lives of road 
users, claiming lives on 
a daily basis.

“In recent times, we 
have heard about high-
ly-placed Nigerians who 
died on the road, even in 
their SUVs. A ready case 
in point is James Ocholi, 
the late minister of State 
for Labour, who lost his 
lives in a rather tragic 
manner in an auto crash 
along Abuja-Kaduna 
highway on March 6 
this year, along with his 
wife and son,” he added.

It would be recalled 
that while Ocholi and 
his son, Aaron, died in-
stantly, his wife, Fatima, 
a registrar at Salem Uni-
versity, Sokoto, report-
edly died later from in-
juries sustained in the 
crash.

Francis Udoma, state 
sector commander, Fed-
eral Road Safety Com-
mission (FRSC), Kaduna 
State, said at the time 
that the rear tyre of the 
SUV they were trav-
elling in bust and the 
vehicle skidded off the 
road and somersaulted 

some Nigerian potholes 
some tyres cannot en-
dure,” he said.

According to him, 
part of the reasons road 
accidents are becoming 
everyday occurrence 
in the country is that 
materials imported tyres 
are made from are not 
suitable for the roads 
in Nigeria, blaming the 
FRSC for lack of public 
sensitisation.

“I listen to radio, watch 
television and read 
newspapers regularly, 
but I don’t see the FRSC 
talk about these issues. 
They are mainly inter-
ested in revenue genera-
tion at the expense of the 
people. They ought to be 
regularly educating Ni-
gerians on the materials 
imported tyres are made 
from and suitability for 
Nigerian roads or other-
wise,” said Oladipuppola, 
who is also a vehicle 
dealer.

“Again, because of 
the substandard qual-
ity of the locally-made 
tyres, Nigerians have 
continued to patron-
ise foreign-made tyres 
at the expense of real 
safety,” he said.

Ac c ording to the 
World Health Organ-
isation (WHO), one in 
every four road acci-
dent deaths in Africa 
occurs in Nigeria, rank-
ing the country as the 
second-highest in the 

rate of road accidents 
among 193 countries of 
the world. 

The report also high-
lighted reckless driv-
ing as the third leading 
cause of death in Nigeria. 
In 2012, it noted, at least 
473 persons died from a 
total of 1,115 vehicular 
accidents nationwide.

The report went on to 
state that in 2013, for in-
stance, 6,450 Nigerians 
lost their lives on roads, 
including 4,552 men, 
1,398 women, 299 boys 
and 201 girls. Between 
2009 and 2013, 30,435 
people were killed in 
road accidents in Nige-
ria. Also, 28,480 men, 
9,198 women, 1,520 boys 
and 859 girls, a total of 
40,057 people, were in-
jured in road accidents 
in 2013, while 183,531 
people were injured in 
road accidents between 
2009 and 2013. In April 
this year, not less than 
142 people died in motor 
accidents in just 15 days.

A study by Vitus N. 
Ukoji, an information re-
trieval specialist, Nigeria 
Watch and a research 
fellow, French Institute 
for Research in Africa 
(IFRA), shows that 15,090 
lives were lost to fatal 
road accidents in 3,075 
events between June 
2006 and May 2014. The 
study titled ‘Trends and 
Patterns of Fatal Road 
Accidents in Nigeria 

several times into the 
bush.

Barely two days lat-
er, Yushau Mahmood 
Abubakar, a major gen-
eral and chief of training 
and operations, Nigerian 
Army, died on the Mai-
duguri-Damaturu Road. 
Before his death, he was 
the theatre commander, 
Operation Lafiya Dole, 
against the Boko Haram 
and had just been de-
ployed to Army Head-
quarters, Abuja.

Adewole Oladipup-
pola, road safety expert, 
said a good number of Ni-
gerians who are tired of 
the agonising condition 
of roads in the country 
now go to the extreme 
of wishing and pray-
ing that more ministers 
and other government 
officials are involved in 
road-related accidents 
in the belief that such 
deaths may provoke ur-
gency in government to 
fix the roads.

“When James Ocholi 
died earlier this year, 
many Nigerians were 
praying that more minis-
ters and top government 
officials die from road 
accidents. One can easily 
conclude that it is evil to 
wish another man dead 
and that is understand-
ably so. Morality and 
religiosity abhor such 
thoughts. But it is equal-
ly, if not more, evil on 
the part government of-

ficials at whatever level 
to continue to embezzle 
public funds meant to fix 
these roads while they 
live in opulence at the 
expense of taxpayers 
and the masses,” Oladip-
uppola told BDSUNDAY

“If you do the right 
thing, no Nigerian would 
wish you dead. And if 
you are afraid that Ni-
gerians now wish their 
leaders dead for lack of 
performance in office, 
don’t accept government 
appointment if your in-
tention is not to serve. 
Some of them prefer ve-
hicles high enough from 
the ground, if possible 
to the sky, so that they 
won’t feel the pain of the 
bad roads so much. But 
what goes around comes 
around,” he said.

Oladipuppola further 
explained that it was 
naïve to think that riding 
in an SUV would save 
anybody. According to 
him, Nigerian ministers 
and other officials’ pref-
erence for SUVs was not 
an entirely wise safety 
measure, describing the 
vehicle as “small car in a 
jeep body”.

“The car is not that 
strong. The car is just a 
normal car deliberately 
designed to look as jeep. 
It is not as strong as jeep 
of other brands. You can 
see that when James 
Ocholi died it was issue 
of a burst tyre. There are 

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE (2006-2014)’ used the 
Nigeria Watch database.

On a national scale, 
Lagos recorded the high-
est number of fatali-
ties (1,579 deaths from 
620 accidents), while 
the FCT (Abuja) had the 
highest relative number 
of deaths (0.6 deaths per 
100,000 inhabitants).

“Unfortunately, these 
are not the types of 
news one expects at this 
particular time when 
Nigeria is grappling 
with socio-economic 
and political challenges. 
Obviously, Nigerians 
are yet to learn any les-
son from previous ugly 
experiences reflected 
in the number of deaths 
and injuries recorded on 
Nigerian roads,” writes 
Is’haq Modibbo Kawu, 
an Abuja-based media 
organisation owner, in 
a recent article.

Kawu, who identified 
inadequate monitoring 
of roads as one of the 
challenges, notes that 
there are some portions 
of intra- and inter-state 
roads that have become 
death-traps simply be-
cause government offi-
cials responsible are not 
prompt in monitoring 
for quality construc-
tion by the contractor 
or maintenance.

“Some factors have 
been attributed to the 
frequent fatal accidents 
on our roads. These in-
clude bad road network, 
poor driving culture, 
night trips, over-loading, 
dangerous driving, poor 
vehicle maintenance, 
bad/expired vehicle 
tyres, among others.

“It was in 2002 that 
Sam Nda-Isaiah de-
scribed potholes on Ni-
gerian roads ‘big enough 
to swallow small cars’. 
Those potholes are still 
there; have multiplied 
and are not only swal-
lowing small cars, but 
they continue to con-
sume Nigerian lives! If 
the driver is lucky, you 
attempt to avoid them 
and that can be the veri-
table source of a worse 
form of danger, because 
the effort could go awry, 
leading to a dangerous 
accident.

“When you cannot 
avoid them, you enter 
those potholes and by 
the time you arrive at 

…Analysts say ‘only good governance, not big cars, will save them’

Continues on page  13
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Death-scared ministers, other officials .....

Cointreau creative crew supports small 
businesses with €20,000 grant

I
n a bid to grow 
and enc ourage 
small businesses 
in Nigeria, Coin-
treau launche d 

the Cointreau Creative 
Crew (CCC) philanthrop-
ic programme which 
encourages individu-
als to “dream, dare, cre-
ate” in Nigeria in April 
this year, after which 
a grant of €20,000 was 
launched in August and 
hundreds of applicants 
received.

Nineteen businesses 
were selected by the 
CCC members during 
the eight-week applica-
tion period.

Last week, during a 
media briefing, the fi-
nalists were introduced 
after their businesses 
received the highest 
votes during the public 
voting phase to the CCC 
who will be mentoring 
the finalists for a two-
month period before 
the finale event in Janu-
ary 2017.

The 10 finalists were 
given the opportunity 
to speak about their 
business and explain 
how the €20,000 grant 
would be put to good use 
to creatively advance 
and expand their busi-
ness to the members in 

fruits from locally farm-
ers scattered all over 
Nigeria. This project will 
also ensure that fruits 
and vegetables that are 
seasonal will be made 
available all through the 
year.

Introduction of Bio-
technology helps in the 
production of a clean, 
non-explosive and an 
environment-friendly 
gas called Biogas. The 
gas can be used to cook, 
power generators, fertil-
izer can also be derived 
as a by-product.

I-Skills 42 is an em-
powerment project with 
the aim of providing ICT 

literacy to tens of thou-
sands of Nigerians using 
MELU. MELU, which 
stands for Mobile Elec-
tronic Learning Unit, is a 
state of the art citadel of 
learning on wheels.

Tanabio Environmen-
tal is a start-up renew-
able energy production 
business that will con-
vert organic waste such 
as animal waste and 
agricultural waste into 
cooking fuel (bio-gas) 
and organic fertilizer 
through anaerobic di-
gestion.

Waste to Décor makes 
creative works of art 
from waste products 

attendance: Betty Irabor, 
founder/publisher of 
Genevieve Magazine 
and the creative curator 
of CCC, Nigeria; Barbara 
Lawrence, CEO of In-
solitus Nigeria, and Afua 
Osei, co-founder, She 
Leads Africa.

The finalists  are 
Ttysoon.com, Nigeria’s 
first retail web-to-print 
store. Its flagship product 
was the online person-
alized greeting cards. 
However,  pro ducts 
have been expanded 
to include other print 
products such as T-shirts, 
mugs, canvas prints, etc. 
The aim of this project 
is to solve the problem 
of unemployment by 
promoting creativity in 
graphics designing in Ni-
geria, utilizing a commis-
sion-based crowd sourc-
ing model to provide 
gainful employment for 
Nigerians all around the 
country interested in 
graphic designs.

Cash Madam is a 
simple, innovative so-
lution created to help 
women in particular and 
other small and grow-
ing business owners in 
developing economies 
like Nigeria, who have 
largely remained unde-
served in the technology 
boom due to computer 
illiteracy and poverty, 
solve challenges in their 

businesses that affect 
revenue and business 
growth, and thereby 
improve their lives, us-
ing technology.

Workarena:1850 is an 
online platform which 
aims to change the way 
business owners find 
qualified apprentices and 
graduate apprentices for 
their businesses within 
Nigeria. Work arena al-
lows business owners to 
directly search for and 
find the workers with 
the qualifications they 
are looking for.

Vegetable and Fruit 
Processing is aimed at 
sourcing vegetables and 

IFEOMA OKEKE like bottles, newspapers, 
magazines, straws, plas-
tic, wood, CD tapes, and 
the likes. This project 
will also aim to train 
m o re  u n e m p l o ye d 
youths in rural areas.

G r e e n  D i a m o n d 
entails the develop-
ment of a greenhouse 
– a building with glass 
walls and glass roof 
in which flowers and 
plants are grown. The 
idea was borne due 
to the lack of fresh 
f lowers  in  Nigeria 
noticed by Diamond-
Ink events, a leading 
event/floral décor and 
production services 
company.

Nsaata Africa is a 
bespoke shoe-making 
business started in La-
gos in 2016. Nsaata pro-
duces shoes for people 
who have difficulty 
finding shoes that fit 
perfectly in retail shops 
and require a bespoke 
service

The CCC says it re-
mains committed to 
helping inspire young 
women move beyond 
maintaining the status 
quo by motivating and 
supporting advance-
ment in their chosen ca-
reer fields which is only 
achievable through the 
willingness to create and 
explore new avenues of 
self expression.

your destination, if you 
are lucky to arrive safe-
ly, you are obliged to fix 
some damage in the ve-
hicle as I ended up doing 
on Friday afternoon in 
Kaduna. It was on that 
same stretch of road that 
Minister Ocholi, wife 
and son tragically lost 

their lives,” Kawu writes.
Femi Aborisade, vo-

cal human right activist 
and lawyer, said the situ-
ation of Nigerian roads 
is a reflection of the fail-
ure of leadership in the 
country and revealed 
the embezzlement of 
public funds allocated 
to fix the roads since Ni-
geria got independence 

from Britain.
“It also reflects the 

gargantuan nature of 
the looting of the re-
sources allocated to that 
sector. We must also 
note that apart from 
what have been allocat-
ed not being reflected in 
the quality of the roads 
that we have, President 
Buhari is also seeking 

Continued from page  12 $29.9 billion loan to fix 
infrastructural deficit. 
What is most annoying 
about this fresh loan is 
the fact that they are 
undertaking it with the 
private sector; and at 
the end of the day, you 
will either privatize or 
concession the infra-
structure. What is now 
the benefit for the pub-
lic? They are borrow-
ing in the name of the 
Nigerian state only to 
give or concession to the 
private sector?” he told 
BDSUNDAY in a rather 
lamenting tone.

“This is a failure of 
government. Nigerians 
should insist that those 
who are governing them 
have a duty to meet; the 
minimum constitutional 
requirement, that the 
essence of government 
is security of lives and 
property. Sadly, they 
have not been able to 
do this. They have failed 

and lost all the morals to 
continue to rule over us,” 
he said.

Asked to advise the 
current leadership at the 
centre on possible ways 
to fix more roads before 
its expiration in May 
2019, he said govern-
ment must terminate 
its partnership with the 
private sector and start a 
new partnership agree-
ment with relevant gov-
ernment institutions, 
like the universities and 
the polytechnics and in-
ternational institutions 
in related fields, arguing 
that the relationship 
between government 
and the former was re-
sponsible for Nigeria’s 
infrastructural woes.

“The programmes of 
all the political parties in 
Nigeria favour the pri-
vate sector as the engine 
of economic growth. 
Government will only 
ruin Nigeria if it con-

tinues with that line. 
They should use the 
infrastructural sector 
as basis to deal with the 
current recession in the 
country,” Aborisade said.

“They should make 
resources available for 
our tertiary institu-
tions, particularly with 
the departments that 
deal with the various 
infrastructural deficits 
you want to fix; so that 
rather than awarding 
contracts to the private 
sector, we would engage 
direct labour and in the 
process also imparting 
the necessary skills to 
our students to fix our 
roads, to build houses for 
our people, to build hos-
pitals; and in this wise, 
the resources would be 
made available for the 
tertiary institutions and 
jobs would be created 
even as we fix our in-
frastructural deficit,” he 
said.

A cross section of participants
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KAI, CBD officials reaping 
from street hawking ban

W
hile uncer-
tainty con-
t i n u e s  t o 
s u r r o u n d 
Lagos State 

government’s current position 
on the implementation of the 
law banning street trading/
hawking in the state, officials 
of the Kick Against Indiscipline 
(KAI) and Central Business 
District are getting creative, 
reaping huge returns from the 
situation.

In many parts of Lagos, 
these officials have perfected 
the practice of arresting and 
terrorising these traders and 
hawkers who are forced to 
part with different amounts of 
money on a daily basis.

At the popular and ever-
busy Balogun Market on Lagos 
Island, BDSUNDAY saw men 
in black trousers and green T-
shirts or shirts with CBD (Cen-
tral Business District) printed 
on them mingling with the 
traders and hawkers, exchang-
ing pleasantries here, effecting 
arrests there.

“If you do not pay, they will 
carry your goods. But some-
times, even after you have 
paid, your goods will still be 
carried because the one you 
paid to would leave and send 
another set of officials who will 
also make their own demands,” 
Chinedu Offor, a street trader 
who deals on second-hand 
ladies’ tops in the area, told 
BDSUNDAY.

Asked why he preferred 
to trade on the street in spite 
of the harassment, he said, 
“You have to start small, af-
ter a while if you have saved 
enough you can then pay for a 
shop. Or you want us to carry 
guns?”

Like Offor, there are several 
other hawkers at Balogun. The 
whole stretch of the main road 
from Idumota and Idumagbo 
to the market is crowded with 
hawkers, traders and their 
wares, constituting impedi-
ments to pedestrians and ve-
hicles. The wares on the streets 
appear more than those in the 
shops; same with traders and 
hawkers on the street.

BDSUNDAY noticed that at 
almost noon, the CDB officials 
told the traders that time was 
up and instantly, a flurry of 
activities followed as many 
traders and hawkers began 
to haul their wares unto the 
pavements. A CBD articulated 
vehicle stood threateningly 

nearby.
“That’s how they do it almost 

every day. They have come 
before, raiding the place and 
collecting cash in the process. 
This is their second visit for the 
day,” Offor explained.

In other parts of the state 
where the CBD is not opera-
tional, KAI officials replicate the 
process. They swoop down on 
traders and hawkers, hauling 
their goods into the ‘Black Ma-
ria’ truck they ride in. In some 
cases, the traders or hawkers 
are carried along with their 
wares, but in most cases, the 
goods are seized and taken to 
their office. What happens to 
such goods is known only to 
the officials.

KAI Brigade officials in most 
cases intimidate, brutalise and 
arrest traders and hawkers 
arbitrarily, compounding their 
woes. Reports have it that these 
officials have notebooks con-
taining the names of those who 
trade by the roadside. The deal 
is that each of these traders pays 
N500 at the start and end of 
each week so that their goods 
will not be impounded. Those 
who pay are said to have their 
names ticked, whilst those who 
refuse face the wrath of these 
officers.

Recall that the Lagos State 
government in June said it 
would commence a total en-
forcement against street trad-
ing and street hawkers from 
July 1, 2016, saying that the law 
banning their activities across 

the metropolis would take its 
full course.

“The renewed enforcement 
is in line with Section One of 
the Lagos State Street Trading 
and Illegal Market Prohibition 
Law 2003 which restricts street 
trading and hawking in the me-
tropolis,” explained Akinwunmi 
Ambode, the state governor, in 
a live telecast.

A few days before the gover-
nor’s interview, a street hawker 
was knocked down by an ar-
ticulated truck while trying to 
evade arrest from officials of 
the Kick Against Indiscipline 
(KAI) along Maryland Bus-stop. 

While the governor sympa-
thized with the family of the 
street hawker, he said he regret-
ted that the situation led to the 
destruction of public assets.

“It is not in our DNA to allow 
someone to just die by road ac-
cident or the way it happened 
in respect of the incident. But 
beyond the fact that we lost 
one person while crossing the 
road as a result of evading ar-
rest by KAI officials, I need to 
tell Lagosians that over 49 buses 
were actually destroyed and it 
is costing us like almost N139 
million to put those buses back 
on the road,” he explained.

“The issue is we need to 
enforce our laws because we 
already have a law in respect of 
that and then there is a clause 
in it which says the buyer and 
the seller are both liable and 
that we are going to fine them 
either N90, 000 or a six month 
jail term,” he further said.

According to the governor, 
some of the hawkers work with 
a cartel whose specialization is 
to bring in fake products, use 
the hawkers to sell them on the 
streets and come back to make 
returns in the night.

“So, what I want to advise La-
gosians is that most times when 
you think you are buying some-
thing of quality on the road, be 
rest assured that those things 
are fake product,” Ambode said, 
adding that aside from the envi-
ronmental hazards associated 
with the activities of street trad-
ers and hawkers, they also pose 
great security and health risks.

The governor said his ad-
ministration had concluded 
plans to roll out massive cam-
paigns which would warn both 
motorists and hawkers of the 
restrictions and the penalty 
for defaulters. He also said his 
administration had launched a 
N25 billion Employment Trust 
Fund, urging unemployed Lago-
sians to access the fund.

But many Lagosians as well 
as some non-governmental 
agencies rose against the en-
forcement of the said law with-
out providing adequate solu-
tions or alternatives.

Four months later, however, 
the state government appears 
to have soft-pedalled on its en-
forcement of the law, though no 
formal or official statement has 
been released to that effect, cre-
ating new income opportuni-
ties for dubious officials of KAI 
and CBD. This is even nothing 
has been heard of the govern-
ment’s planned sensitization 
campaign.

Meanwhile, many Lagosians 
have criticized the actions of 
these government agencies, ar-
guing that the act of brutalising, 
stealing and extorting people is 
abhorrent to human nature and 
constitutes a ferocious breach of 
people’s rights.

“KAI’s abandonment of ci-
vility in the discharge of their 
duties should be stopped. If the 
objective of KAI has turned into 
one which must dehumanise 
people for the ‘offence’ of street 
trading and hawking for sur-
vival, then the Brigade has no 
right to continue existing,” said 
Elias Ozikpo, an author-biogra-
pher and social commentator.

KAI officials in action

Ambode, thinking of the next step
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The story of NAFDAC is one 
that draws out tears from 
anybody who saw the agency 

in its glory in the days of the late 
Dora Akunyili. When Akunyili was 
in charge, NAFDAC was one of the 
agencies that people dreamed of 
working in. It had a well-motivated 
work force; the agency was always 
in the news for the right reasons. 
Whenever Akunyili made a speech, 
many Nigerians would be interested 
to listen because they knew her to 
be sensible and meant well for the 
country. In her days, the agency 
lived up to the reasons why it was 
established by President Olusegun 
Obasanjo. However, since Akunyili 
left the stage, the agency has died a 
natural death. A staff of the agency 

NAFDAC, a dream goes awry
Last week, the governors on the 

platform of the APC reportedly met 
with President Muhammadu Buhari 

and vice president Yemi Osinbajo on a 
number of issues. While all the party’s 
governors attended a meeting where 
issues of ‘no’ national importance were 
discussed, only six of them were however, 
selected to have another closed door chat 
with the President on ‘more important’ 
issues of national importance. The issues 
of less national importance according to 
the governors were the return of the 21 
Chibok girls, agriculture, anti-corruption 
war and the forth coming gubernatorial 
election in Ondo State. Six of the wise men 
who later met with the President on issues 
of more national importance were Rochas 
Okorocha (Imo), Adams Oshiomhole (Edo), 
Abdulaziz Yari (Zamfara), Simon Lalong 
(Plateau), Ibikunle Amosu (Ogun) and 
Naser El-Rufai (Kaduna). And guess the 
serious issue- (wait for it)- their annoyance 
with the president for sidelining them in 
matters of federal appointments. They 
could not understand why Buhari should 
by-pass them to pick people in their states 
for appointment without their input. The 
case in point is the ambassadorial nominee 
list before the National Assembly. While 
the governors are entitled to discuss 
whatever they like with the President, it 
is however, wrong to make an issue that 
is clearly personal of more importance 
than issues that affect the generality of the 
Nigerian people. If you are talking about 

APC governors and issues of national importance

Ayade’s bizarre appointments
A

t a time people are calling 
for cutting down on the cost 
of governance, Ben Ayade, 
a professor and governor 

of Cross River State is giving gover-
nance a different meaning. Ayade 
broke record the other day when he 
announced one thousand, one hun-
dred and six (1,106) names as political 
appointees. Among the long list of 
appointees are 16 personal assistants 
to paramount rulers in the state. He 
claimed the appointments were part 
of empowerment and in line with his 
administration’s poverty alleviation 
scheme. But this is a governor that has 
been lamenting that the ceding of the 
oil wells that were in Cross River to 
its sister state, Akwa Ibom has left the 
state very poor. This is a governor that 
is under fire over the super highway 
road construction in the state that 
some communities say was a white 
elephant project. He is also being 
accused of governing the state from 
outside as he is always on the move, 
travelling outside the state most of the 

Good one from Akeredolu                

told yours sincerely recently that the 
managements that had been in place 
since the exit of Akunyili had destroyed 
everything the woman built. According 
to the lady, NAFDAC is today popu-
lated by children and extended family 
members of the DGs and other big shots 
in the agency. Salaries are discrimina-
tory, unlike in other federal agencies, 
and workers’ entitlements are no longer 
being paid. It is little wonder why the 
acting DG, Yetunde Oni, was locked out 
of the premises a few days ago by angry 
workers. It is amazing that govern-
ment has continued to allow NAFDAC 
be destroyed despite tons of petitions 
to government on the level of rot in 
the agency. Why would government 
allow a few individuals to kill a worthy 
dream? A stitch in time (will) save nine.

Turning down political appointments, in Nigeria?
Can I say that a new spirit is beginning to 

posses Nigerians? A good spirit at that! 
That some people are voluntarily reject-

ing government appointments nowadays, for 
whatever reason, is something to be surprised 
about. A country where people like to be in the 
corridors of power by all means and for what-
ever assignment, where people throw party 
for being appointed to serve in government; 
a country where any appointment in govern-
ment is tantamount to “come and chop”, it is 
not usual for people to turn down such offers. 

the economy that is comatose and the role 
agriculture can play in helping us to sur-
vive the hard times or the anti-corruption 
war that has cost Nigeria a fortune and 
for which government has invested all its 
energy in total neglect of the duty of gov-
ernance, or the Ondo gubernatorial elec-
tion that is threatening to tear the party 
apart, if you weigh the above issues side 
by side with the matter of appointment of 
ambassadors, who are to be sent on “politi-
cal oblivion”, which should be of greater 
national importance? Something tells me 
that self has yet to die in the governance 
style of the APC governors. If it is so, why 
did we demonise the PDP governors who 
treaded that dangerous path all of the 16 
years and now handed our future in the 
care of a group that promised to do things 
differently. Or have we wrongly boarded 
a ‘one chance’ bus?

Akeredolu

Pauline Tallen

C
rowd renting is part and parcel of 
electioneering campaign in Nige-
ria. During such outings, all man-
ner of praise singers are recruited 

even from members of the opposition to 
create an impression that a candidate is 
popular. But experience has shown that 
the huge turnout at campaign ground 
does not determine the electoral victory 
of a politician. In Nigeria where there is 
widespread poverty and the masses are 

time. We also hear that the political 
appointees already working with him 
are not finding things rosy; how come 
he is adding more responsibilities? 
Here’s advising Ayade to put on his 
thinking cap as it would be a shame 
if professor would fail in the field of 
governance like the numerous touts 
in the corridors of power.

constantly annoyed with politicians, they 
are quick to receive any money offered to 
them just to appear at campaign venues. 
It therefore, means that all those people 
in various attires and regalia in praise 
of a particular politician may not even 
vote for that politician at the end of the 
day; in fact, many of them may not even 
have a voter’s card. Rotimi Akeredolu, 
the APC gubernatorial candidate for the 
forthcoming election in Ondo State has 
barred members of his campaign commit-
tee from following him on campaign tour 
of the state. Akeredolu said such members 
would cause distractions and prevent 
him from knowing the real measure of 
his support among the people. He said he 
would be deceiving himself by saying he 
had a large support base when the crowd 
at the campaign ground were only rented. 
Akeredolu knows what campaign com-
mittees do; that they are those who make 
arrangements for such crowd-renting 
and other razzmatazz during campaign 
outings. You have my respect dear SAN!

But in the last few days, about three people have 
thrown back invitations to serve at the President 
for the simple reason that they were not consulted 
before their names were announced. It began with 
Pauline Tallen, a former minister and ex-deputy 
governor of Plateau State, who said capital ‘No’ to 
her nomination as an ambassador-designate. By 
the same token, Usman Bugaje from the President’s 
state, Katsina, rejected his nomination. About 48 
hours after Tallen turned down the Presidential 
handshake, Akintunde Akinwande, a professor, told 
President Buhari to keep his job. Akinwande was 

supposed to present himself for screen-
ing as chairman of Nigeria Electricity 
Regulatory Commission (NERC). These 
rejections go to show that not every 
Nigerian is itching to join the band of 
those who feed fat on the people’s mis-
fortune. People must begin to show that 
they can survive outside government. 
It could also be a vote of no confidence 
in the present administration for people 
to be rejecting appointments to serve. 
Let’s believe that the right lesson will 
be learnt.

Ayade

Okorocha
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W
hat informed your 
de cis ion t o  hold 
this briefing?

 
Well,  the issue 

that ne c essitate d my briefing is 
basically to brief  my p e ople on 
certain things that have been agi-
tating their minds. Ten years ago, 
the  p e ople  of  Ushongo went  to 
court to challenge the Independent 
N at i o n a l  E l e c t o ra l  C o m m i s s i o n 
(INEC) for failing to take the name 
of the scraped Mbagwa State Con-
stituency to the National Assembly 
for restoration.  This was s e quel 
to a judgment that was given by 
a Fe deral High Court;  there was 
a consent judgment that ordered 
that the constituency which had 
existed during the Second Republic 
but was scraped in1993 be restored. 
However, in a period of ten years, 
nothing was done in that regard 
until in 2011 when I was elected as 
the member representing Ushongo 
State Constituency in the Benue 
State House of Assembly and I took 
it up and ensured that the constitu-
ency was restored. Politically, one 
would feel that was going to be a 
plus and this followed a process 
that I  initiate d in 2014 through 
one of our sons who is a lawyer, he 
instituted a suit seeking the leave 
of court to enforce that judgment 
and ensure the restoration of the 
suppressed constituency, we held 
a  me eting and dis cuss e d a  way 
forward. In that meeting, it was 
unanimously agreed that we were 
not going to participate in the 2015 
elections in Ushongo state constitu-
ency until the suppressed Mbagwa 
state constituency was restored. In 
the course of this, one Akua Aku 
refused to abide by the decision and 
went ahead to contest in PDP and 
so we had no choice than to field a 
candidate and what that meant was 
that if the APC then had not fielded 
a candidate then it  would have 
meant that the party did not partici-
pate; so we saw the imminent dan-
ger and all the stakeholders quickly 
went back to the round table, four 

of us, myself, Lee Ahenjir, Saater 
Tiser, Barr Shior were selected and 
weighing all the issues that were on 
ground putting our peoples doctrine 
of equitable sharing amongst the 

various kindred, I was unanimously 
handed the APC ticket. We went 
into the general elections and at the 
end of the elections, I won and was 
returned winner by the Returning 

Officer. I took oath of office on the 
3rd of June and thereafter, I was 
elected as the Speaker by my col-
leagues and that is the position that 
I am holding up to this moment.

However,  it  has b e c ome even 
more imp erative for me to hold 
this briefing so as to clarify certain 
issues especially as regard the res-
toration of the former constituency 
by the court.  First, shortly after 
my ele ction, s ome p ers ons were 
not satisfied owing to the fact that 
INEC did not  c onduct  ele ctions 
in the suppress e d c onstituency 
which was known as Mbagwa and 
have continued to mount pressure 
on INEC to conduct election into 
that constituency; I was and I am 
still in full support that the con-
stituency be restored. I was at INEC 
office several times on the same 
issue. INEC through its committee 
on public petition took a position 
on the matter and held that from 
1979 to 1993 in between, Kogi State 
was a part of Benue State which 
made the State Assembly to have 
54 constituencies at the time then; 
we had Ushongo state constituency 
and Mbagwa. During that period, 
the  p opulation in  Mbagwa was 
32 thousand and some hundreds 
while in Ushongo it was about 66 
thousand and some hundreds and 
when Kogi was carved out of Benue, 
some constituencies were merged 
and the number came down to 29 
before Oju 11 got one of their own 
restored few years ago to make it 
30 now, and so if the boundaries of 
Ushongo constituency is going to be 
altered, it means they want to take 
into account the population, they 
will have to go ahead and do new 
demarcations as well as create new 
polling units to suit the new con-
stituency that is going to be restored 
because it is the 1979 Constitution 
that recognises Mbagwa state con-
stituency because as it stands now,  
the 1999 Constitution as amended 
does  not recognise Mbagwa state 
constituency and so INEC stated 
that in any case,  the National As-
sembly can go ahead and make a 

We’re committed to serve our people within 
the ambit of rule of law – Benue Speaker
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provision that would enable it go 
back and start the process of de-
marcation and all the other issues 
involve d in the restoration of a 
constituency section 113, 114 and 
115 of the Nigerian Constitution 
are very clear. They say after the 
approval by the National Assembly 
for the alteration and demarcation 
of a constituency however, the new 
constituency can only come into life 
after the expiration of the life of 
the current assembly which means 
that even if the National Assembly 
has given approval for the restora-
tion of the new constituency,  it 
can only come into effect after the 
life of the current Assembly which 
is the eight Assembly because as it 
stands now, I am representing Ush-
ongo state constituency and to be 
honest with you the Electoral Act 
which is also a law that was validly 
passed by  the National Assembly 
is also very clear on this issue and 
it has not been amended and I do 
also know that anything passed by 
the National Assembly has to also 
be accented to and if the National 
Assembly go ahead to do what is 
outside the law then INEC hands 
will be tiled because they have to 
work within the confines of the 
law. The Electoral Act section 58 C 
states that a mandate duly declared 
and returned by a  Returning Offi-
cer can only be invalidated through 
an Election Petition, through an 
Ele ction Petitions Tribunal or a 
Court competent jurisdiction in an 
election matter  and I do not have 
any issue standing against me, the 
Electoral Act stipulates 180 days 
which the tribunal did and ended 
their job and als o if you lo ok at 
section  133 of the Electoral Act, it 
states that I ought to have been join 
as a party which was not also done. 
I have been championing and will 
continue to champion the cause for 
the restoration of this constituency 
but in doing that, I am also mindful 
of the fact that I was sponsored by 
a political party and I also have a 
mandate for the people of Ushongo 
so if any attempt is made to thwart 
that then, I will seek to find out 
why? so, that is exactly what I came 
to tell my people, I briefed them 
accordingly that I am not against 
the restoration of the suppressed 
constituency, I championed it, com-
mitted time, resources,  and energy 
in ensuring that the constituency 
was restored for my people which 
I believe it will make for more de-
velopment and I intend to fight to 
the finish towards ensuring that we 
get the constituency restored but 
in doing that, I wish to also make 
it clear that we are in the era of 
rule of law, the constitution which 

is supreme must be obeyed at all 
times and I wish to state that the 
provisions that says I should hold 
onto my mandate until the expira-
tion of the life of the current As-
sembly ought to be obeyed just as 
the one that states that an election 
duly declared and returned by an 
Electoral Officer can only be invali-
dated through an election tribunal 
or a court of competent jurisdic-
tion, that however will in no way 
shift my stand in ensuring that the 
suppressed Mbagwa State Constitu-
ency is restored for the good people 
of Ushongo Local Government.

 
Was the briefing meant for the 

APC members only or the entire 
constituency?

 
M y  m e e t i n g  c ut s  a c ro s s .  A l l 

stakeholders were invited includ-
ing Traditional Rulers and their 
response too was must encouraging 
I must confess. There have been a 
lot of misinformation over this issue 
and so I took my time to explain to 
them the true position of things. 
However, I was sponsored by the 
APC and so it was also quite natural 
that I address my party members 
before the general constituents to 
which I also did. A lot of them were 
actually misinformed on the matter 
and so getting to brief them on the 

issue involved as far as this issue is 
concerned was an interesting thing 
for me.

 
Is your position as the Speaker of 

the Benue State House of Assembly 
threatened? 

 
Not at all, the only thing that took 

me to the state Assembly was my 
certificate of return and as long as 
my election has not been nullified 
by any court of jurisdiction. For my 
position, I do believe that the hon-
ourable members of the Assembly 
are honourable persons who know 
the law and all the provisions of the 
constitution and will not do what 
they know is outside of the law. My 
position is not threatened, my col-
leagues are very much comfortable 
with me and we are going to work 
together today and tomorrow.

 
May we know some of your mod-

est achievements as the head of 
the legislative arm of government 
within the 16 months you have 
been in charge?

 
We have been able to do a lot. We 

have passed a number of bills and 
resolutions, we have been giving 
support to the state government to 
see that some of the problems faced 
are also solved or look into. On the 

3rd of June 2015, we considered 
the plight of the civil servants in 
the  state  which were owe d for 
s e ve ra l  m o n t h s ,  a n d  t h e  h o u s e 
quickly approved and granted the 
state government the permission 
to access a loan facility of N28 bil-
lion which was used to clear the 
backlog of salary arrears that were 
owed them; we also passed the 2016 
appropriation law which the state 
government is working with as a 
document, we also ensured the pas-
sage of the chieftaincy law which 
was  agitat ing  the  minds  of  the 
Benue people, this bill seeks the ap-
pointment of new first class chiefs 
as well as ensure the installation 
of a new Tor Tiv to replace the one 
that died in February this year. We 
also looked at the economic plight 
of the people and we discovered 
that it was practically impossible 
to conduct local government elec-
tions and in accordance with the 
powers bestowed on us as a house, 
we tinkered with that law and gave 
the state government the permis-
sion to appoint sole administrators 
to fill in the gap that had existed 
at the third tier system of govern-
ment owing to the non-conduct of 
council elections. We have a lot of 
bills, many of them in their second 
reading stage; we are also working 
on a law that will deal with the 
issue of open grazing which has 
often times led to attacks on Benue 
communities by suspected Fulani 
herdsmen; we are also working on 
the Public Procurement Act, the law 
for the prohibition of kidnapping, 
cultism and other related crimes 
has also passed second reading and 
is awaiting third reading as well as 
one on exam malpractice. You may 
have also noticed that renovation 
is ongoing in most of our primary 
s cho ols  and that is  b e caus e the 
house passed the resolution. We 
have als o b e en vigorous in over 
sighting round the state where proj-
ects are going on; we have ensured 
strict supervision with the view to 
see that all projects are done accord-
ing to specifications. 

On a personal level too, I have 
been able to attract a lot of things 
to my constituency some of which 
are,  an orange juic e plant,  rural 
e l e c t r i f i c at i o n ,  re n o vat i o n  a n d 
construction of schools, about 20 of 
them across the local government. 
I have provided water, I have also 
emp owere d women and youths 
in various ways through capacity 
building thus ensuring their self-
reliance using the need assessment 
that I carried out here and I hope to 
continue to do more as resources at 
my disposal will permit.

We’re committed to serve our people within 
the ambit of rule of law – Benue Speaker
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L
ike a prophet, be-
fore he die d on 
March 27 this year, 
Tunji Braithwaite 
had slammed the 

President Muhammadu Bu-
hari administration over 
what he termed pretentious 
fight against corruption.

Braithwaite gave the ver-
dict following the media 
frenzy over Bukola Saraki’s 
false asset declaration trial 
at the Code of Conduct Tri-
bunal (CCT), and the late 
politician insisted that the 
former Kwara State gover-
nor would eventually be let 
off the hook.  

The founder of the Nige-
ria Advancae Party (NAP), 
the platform he contested 
the presidential election 
in 1983, had argued that 
the trial of the 8th Senate 
President at the CCT was 
only a waste of time, as he 
would soon be free, a predic-
tion which came to pass on 
October 6, 2016, when the 
Nigerian government with-
drew the charges of criminal 
conspiracy relating to the 
alleged forgery of the Sen-
ate Standing Orders, 2015, 
filed against Saraki and his 
deputy, Ike Ekweremadu, at 
the Abuja High Court.

The Ministry of Justice 
filed an application to amend 
the charges and attached the 
amended charges. In the 
new charges, only Salisu 
Maikasuwa, former clerk 
of the National Assembly, 
and Ben Efeturi, his deputy, 
were listed as the accused 
persons.

S imilar ly,  e ar ly  this 
month, the Economic Com-
munity for West African 
States (ECOWAS) Court of 
Justice, ordered the Nigerian 
Government to immediately 
release Sambo Dasuki, ex-
National Security Adviser 
(NSA) from detention and 
asked that the FG pay him 
N15 million damages.

Dasuki, who was nation-
al security adviser (NSA) 
to Goodluck Jonathan, the 
immediate past president, 
has been in detention since 
November 3, 2015, when 
he was arrested by security 
operatives over his alleged 
complicity in a $2.1billion 
arms procurement fraud.

His boss, Jonathan, had 
penultimate Monday in 

United Kingdom, where 
he spoke on youth entre-
preneurship at the Oxford 
Union, Oxford, said it was 
impossible for the ex-NSA 
to have stolen $2.2 billion 
as claimed by EFCC, say-
ing that “I don’t believe 
somebody can just steal 
$2.2 billion. We bought war-
ships, we bought aircraft, we 
bought lots of weapons for 
the army and so on and so 
forth and you are still say-
ing $2.2 billion, so where did 
we get the money to buy all 
those things?”

The former president’s 
comments reflect the posi-
tion of the ECOWAS Court 
that the Nigerian Govern-
ment fails to provide evi-
dence that Sambo Dasuki 
embezzled money meant for 
procurement of equipment 
for military and that the 
evidence Dasuki’s counsel 
provided shows that arms 
bought by Dasuki is what 
the current government is 
using to prosecute the fight 
against the insurgents in the 
northeast.  

But Chekwas Okorie, 
chairman United Progres-
sives Party (UPP), a former 
presidential candidate un-
der the same party, blames 
the inability of government 
to secure conviction against 
corrupt persons on corrupt 
Judges and lawyers, who he 
said understand the Nige-
rian judicial system so well 
and are now manipulating 
it to protect officials facing 
various degrees of corrup-
tion allegations.

He also said that the gov-
ernment may not have been 
able to send anyone to pris-
on yet, but Nigerians must 

Anti-graft war: Buhari’s net 
yet to drag big culprits to jail

note that assets which in-
cluded large sums of money 
recovered so far are all part 
of the dividends of the fight 
against corruption.

“Most Nigerian Judges and 
lawyers are very corrupt. 
They are the ones twisting 
the system and coming up 
with all sorts of counter legal 
claims to stall judiciary pro-
cess in the interest of their 
clients who are facing cor-
ruption allegation charges. I 
think we have made progress 
in the fight against corrup-
tion under the present ad-
ministration, depending on 
the side you want to look at 
it from,” he told BDSUNDAY.

He said it would be unfair 
for Nigerians to score the 
President Buhari-led anti-
corruption crusade on the 
basis of number of alleged 
corrupt officials sent to jail 
since the current effort.

“Even during Obasanjo 
administration, it was still 
difficult sending corrupt 
politicians to jail; it was not 
a different case under Yar’ 
Adua and Jonathan. The 
challenge is our corrupt 
judicial system. With the 
effort of the current admin-
istration of President Buhari, 
the fight against corruption 
can only get better. The way 
officials who have been al-
leged to have stolen money 
are being tried is a new thing 
in our political environment. 
President Buhari is far ahead 
other past leaders in terms 
of the political will to fight 
corruption,” he said.

Segun Oni, deputy na-
tional chairman (South) of 
the APC, has raised the alarm 
that rule of law would im-
pede the government’s anti-

corruption war.
Oni is of the opinion that 

for corrupt persons to be 
successfully prosecuted and 
punished, government must 
emulate Jerry Rawlings’ 
measures through which he 
sanitised Ghana years back.

“People who are talking 
about the rule of law and so on, 
how much have we achieved 
by the rule of law? If you leave 
this war in the hands of people 
(National Judicial Council) 
who would not be able to 
prosecute it, it means we give 
up and God forbids that we 
should fail,” he said.

Buhari had, while cam-
paigning for office, vowed 
to jail all corrupt politicians 
if elected and to ensure that 
Nigeria’s money belongs to 
only Nigerians.

Having been released af-
ter being held for 67 days 
over funds related to the 
office of the NSA, Femi Fani-
Kayode, who served as the 
director of media and public-
ity for the Goodluck Jona-
than presidential election 
campaign team in 2015, was 
re-arrested recently by the 
EFCC on allegations of cor-
ruption.

Olisa Metuh, erstwhile 
national publicity secretary 
of main opposition People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), also 
made media headlines when 
he was arrested by the EFCC 
over alleged N400 million he 
received from the ex-NSA. 
But Metuh was reported at a 
time to have indicated inter-
est to refund the money.     

But Bolanle Asimolowo, 
an Abuja-based female po-
litical pundit, said the admin-
istration cannot successfully 
fight corruption when there 

is so much hunger in the 
land, resulting in increased 
kidnapping and ritualism 
and other social vices.   

“Corruption is on the 
increase because people 
are hungry. Look at the 
level of kidnapping today; 
the rate of gun-related vio-
lence; incessant reported 
cases of robbery and all the 
social vices that are on the 
increase,” she told BDSUN-
DAY.

When asked what in her 
view is responsible for the 
lack of conviction rate of 
the current effort of Presi-
dent Buhari-led adminis-
tration to tame corruption 
tendencies in the country, 
she said the police officers 
involved in arresting al-
leged corrupt officials are 
affected by the present 
economic hardship as well, 
and therefore, may not be 
able to resist offer of ‘gifts’ 
from suspects.

“The policemen are also 
affected by the hard eco-
nomic reality of Nigeria 
today. You know these loot-
ers are very rich and can in-
fluence anybody, including 
a policeman. As far as I am 
concerned, the fight against 
corruption is dead on ar-
rival. If Nigerians are hun-
gry they will cut corners 
whenever the opportunity 
to do so presents itself. The 
lasting way to fight corrup-
tion is to fix the economy. 
You cannot fight corruption 
when the economy is tat-
ters,” she said.        

 She also noted that the 
regime’s decision to look the 
other way when its officials 
are indicted for corrupt 
practices has ridiculed the 
anti-corruption campaign, 
saying that the ‘media noise’ 
is to distract Nigerians and to 
also create false impression 
that a lot is going.

“I am not a political party 
member but I am a close ob-
server of Nigerian politics. 
The people arrested so far 
by the EFCC are members of 
the opposition. They were 
arrested according to the 
EFCC, based on allegations 
and petitions. But those close 
to government with similar 
petitions and allegations 
have not been arrested. So, 
people are of the view that 
the anti-corruption war is 
lopsided, and you can’t fault 
that view,” she said. 

Metuh Fani-Kayode

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE



Excuse me please, save us all 
some embarrassment

L
ast week we saw 
some rather embar-
rassing epis o des 
of people turning 

down appointments and 
nominations by President 
Muhammadu Buhari.

Unusual right? Yes it is.
Questions were flying 

everywhere, making me 
wish I could read the minds 
of the nominees and scratch 
out what they were think-
ing before rejecting an ap-
pointment by Mr. President 
and an opportunity to serve 
their fatherland.

President Buhari’s list 
of ambassadorial nomi-
nees finally arrived the 
Senate penultimate week 
after travelling for about 17 
months. While the nomina-
tions settled some of those 
who worked for the Presi-
dent’s election, it wasn’t the 
same for others. Perhaps, 
this list may have come 
from the other room. So 
what was wrong with it? 
The final list consisted 46 
non-career Ambassadors-
Designate as against 47 Ca-
reer Ambassadors-Desig-
nate by the President.

It was the former deputy 
governor of Plateau State 
Pauline Tallen who first 
turned down her nomina-
tion citing her husband’s 
health as one of the key 
reasons. Some lauded her 
even as others described her 
as being a good wife for put-
ting her family first. Well, 
she later came out with the 
truth; proper consultations 
were not made before her 
nomination.

Next, was a nominee 
from the President’s own 
state, Katsina. Usman Buga-
je turned down his nomina-
tion. He gave no reason for 
his decision.

I recall seeing Mrs. Tal-
len at the Presidential Villa 
the day the list was made 
public. I thought she had 
come to thank the President 
or whoever facilitated her 
nomination. The former 
deputy governor later dis-
closed that she had been 
contacted and had turned 
down the nomination. She 
said she was surprised her 

InsIde Aso Rock

With ELIzABETH ArCHIBoNg

Politics

all week long. on inquiry, 
Mr. Kyari was said to be on 
vacation. He resumed work 
on Tuesday. I

spotted Mr. Kyari emerge 
from the red carpet (the 
President’s office wing). He 
greeted some of us con-
versing in the corridors of 
power, clutching his files 
in his usual manner that 
says “your eyes must not 
see through these files’’ as 
he walked pass to his office.

As he greeted us, he 
checked our villa passes 
for the name of our media 
organisations as if he was 
looking for a particular me-
dia. When he got to me, he 
said “go and tell your people 
that I am back”. I

laughed out loud and 
replied “welcome back sir.”

Kyari has been in the 
news lately for allegedly 
receiving N500 million from 
MTN to facilitate a reduc-
tion of the fine they were 
handed by the

Nigeria Communications 
Commission (NCC).

I had a chat with a senior 
government official who 
should know and he said 
Kyari was not on suspension 
and had no need to be. The 
matter seemed to have been 
settled. According to him, 
“the man was framed.”

All the meetings be-
tween Kyari and the MTN 
officials were well attended 
by other relevant govern-
ment officials and each 
time the President was 
briefed on the outcome” 
the official told me. While I 
am not interested in speak-
ing for them, the question 
is could they be hiding 
something?

Kyari is not a civil ser-
vant who gets suspended. 
If anything should or would 
happen, it should be out-
right dismissal right? I think 
so too.

After showing up on 
Tuesday, Kyari went miss-
ing again giving room for 
more speculations that he 
was indeed on suspension. 
But then again we heard 
the man had taken ill. And 
please don’t ask me if the 
demons in Aso rock are 
now looking his way. Just 
as I was about to hit the send 
button, Kyari showed up 
clutching his files and  said 
to tell you he was back in the 
office from his vacation. Bye.

was inundated with the 
‘Witches in Aso rock’ piece 
written by the spokesman 
of ex-President goodluck 
Jonathan,

rueben Abati, claiming 
that there were some evil 
forces at play in the Villa. 
Fear set in. Staff of the Aso 
rock and journalists alike 
argued about the likelihood 
of it being true since it came 
from someone who occu-
pied a strategic office in the 
Villa.  Well, there have been 
two counter pieces, Segun 
Adeniyi’s and Femi Ad-
esina’s, and counting.

I know somewhere in the 
crevices of your mind you 
are expecting me to confirm 
or deny the presence of evil 
spirits in the corridors of 
power. Sorry to burst your 
bubbles. Truth is if there are 
actually

evil spirits in the Villa 
they must be angry because 
Abati has been haunted by 
that piece since. So excuse 
me.

on a final note, media 
space has been rife with 
speculations that the Chief 
of Staff to the President 
Abba Kyari, has been sus-
pended. I know

you want to immediately 
ask about the true state of 
things. My colleagues and 
I have debated this topic 

name remained on the list.
However, a visit by gov-

ernors of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) to the 
President opened a line to 
see what may have gone 
wrong. There wasn’t proper 
consultation with the gover-
nors, Plateau State governor 
Simon Lalong offered.

“Part of the issue we also 
raised was on some of the 
appointments that were 
made...at times a little con-
sultation would have solved 
that problem because these 
are issues in the interest of 
the state,” Lalong said, add-
ing that all other states “that 
had complaints are going 
to put it in writing and the 
President promised he is 
going to look into it.”

It became evident that 
other governors were also 
unhappy about the nomina-
tions but those nominated 
from their states did not 
turn down the nominations.

Let’s even consider possi-
ble reasons why a nominee 
will turn down an ambas-
sadorial post that many 
consider juicy. First thought 
will be because there is no 
money to spend; you may 
not be well catered for in 
your new posting. It is no 
news that our embassies are 
not doing well.

Funds to most of them 
have run dry as operations 
were recently suspended 
in some of them. others are 
unable to pay consular staffs 
or salaries are increasingly 
been delayed.

on the other hand, for 
an “astute politician” as 
some would have us think 
they are, ambassadorial ap-
pointments ostracise them 
from local politics where 
they think they are better 
served. They will rather be 
appointed to head so-called 
`juicy’ parastatals that will 
give them opportunity to 
visit their constituencies 
more often to keep their 
popularity for the next elec-
tion circle.

I am sure by now you 
know the President would 
only appoint those he con-
siders ‘worthy’ or “holy 
enough” for a particular 
position or that is what we 
think. That is why his wife, 
Aisha, lamented that he just 
appoints without thinking 
of those who laboured with 
him during his campaign 

days, especially his three 
earlier failed attempts.

This embarrassing situ-
ation brought to the fore 
the gap in communication 
between the President and 
the governors. He didn’t 
seek their input. He simply 
picked whoever. Perhaps, he 
should have consulted with 
them. I cannot use the past 
administration to judge him 
but I think governors were 
also given the opportunity 
to send in names of nomi-
nees like that of the ministe-
rial positions too. This gives 
them the opportunity to 
settle the political jobbers.

“So you can’t have two 
appointments, very key 
appointments like that com-
ing from a particular zone 
that is already overloaded 
with appointments. All the 
federal appointments are 
from the southern zone, 
so it would not be fair. It is 
the issue of fairness now. 
We are approaching Mr. 
President to consider fair-
ness and appoint people 
from those areas that do 
not have representation,” 
Lalong told journalists at the 
State House Abuja after the 
Progressive governors met 
with the President.

But Nigerians were quick 
to conclude that those who 
rejected their appointment 

or nomination did not want 
to be associated with the 
current government be-
cause of how it is struggling 
especially with the econ-
omy, the foreign exchange 
policy and the dismal official 
response to the herdsmen-
farmers clashes in the Mid-
dle-belt and southern states.

Some say it is because it is 
no longer business as usual 
and no money to spend. It’s 
true that we are facing our 
worst economic slump in 
about three decades and 
Nigerians are rightfully an-
gry but not to the extent of 
‘de-friending’ the President. 
I just think there are state 
politics at play like Lalong 
said. So even your own state 
governor may be unhappy 
but just didn’t bother to 
speak up.

If I may suggest, besides 
consulting with governors, 
it is imperative that the 
nominees are contacted and 
informed of the President’s 
decision and given time to 
reject or accept it. This is 
to save the President and 
the government they have 
been invited to serve, some 
embarrassment.

Anyway, let us leave 
the politicians alone, I am 
almost tired of that line of 
thought.

So the corridors of power 

Abba Kyar
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A
lhaji Aliko Dangote needs 
no introduction. He is 
presently Africa’s richest 
man with a net worth of 
$10.8 billion. His business 

interests cover manufacturing, oil 
and gas, haulage services, agriculture 
among others. His sphere of influence 
transcends Nigeria as he has vast 
business interests across the African 
continent and, indeed, the entire 
globe.  Without doubt, Dangote ranks 
among one of the highest employers 
of labour in the country. Indeed, a 
few analysts have claimed, either 
rightly or wrongly, that the economy 
of Nigeria is partly being sustained 
by Dangote.

What many do not know, however, 
know about Dangote is that he 
is an ardent football fan. As it is 
characteristic of most Nigerian soccer 
fans, Dangote is also passionate 
about the English Premier League 
as he keenly follows and supports 
the London Gunners, Arsenal FC. 
Dangote’s romance with Arsenal FC 
recently came to public consciousness 
with reports that the Kano born 
billionaire has his eyes on buying the 
London based football club.

According to the Bloomberg 

Dangote, Arsenal FC and Nigerian football
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B i l l i o n a i r e s  I n d e x ,  D a n g o t e 
announced his intention to buy 
Arsenal FC last year. According to the 
report, Dangote is only bidding for his 
business prospects to improve and 
his investments in gas pipelines and 
oil refinery to play out before making 
an audacious bid for the London club. 
In a recent interview with Bloomberg 
Television in New York, Dangote 
revealed his interest in acquiring 
Arsenal. He said: “There is no doubt 
that I will love to buy Arsenal FC and 
there is no problem about money. I 
am going to do it may be in three or 
four years’ time. Presently, I have more 
challenging headwinds and I need to 
get those out of the way first and start 
having tailwinds. Then, I will focus on 
the acquisition of Arsenal”.

Arsenal Holdings Plc, the owner 
of Arsenal FC trades on the ICAP 
Securities and Derivatives Exchange, 
or ISDX, has a market capitalization 
of 1 billion pounds ($1.3 billion). 
Currently, Stan Kroenke, American 
business entrepreneur with a net 
worth of $7.3 billion (Forbes-2016) 
and owner of the National Basketball 
Association’s (NBA) top flight side, 
Denver Nuggets, holds 67 percent 
of Arsenal Holdings.   If Dangote 
eventually acquires Arsenal FC, he 
would be the first sub-Saharan African 
to own a team in the English Premier 
League. His desire to buy Arsenal, 
however, goes beyond merely creating 
such record. Being a keen follower of 
the club, Dangote essentially craves 
to build and sustain the club into 
one of the best football teams in the 

world. He said: “The intention is not 
just about buying Arsenal and just 
continuing with business as usual. It 
is about buying Arsenal and turning 
it around. I have run a very successful 
business and I think I can also run a 
very successful football team”.

Considering its recent dwindling 
fortune on the soccer field, Arsenal 
FC is actually in dire need of a magical 
turnaround so it could regain its 
position of reckoning.  With 13 top 
flight league titles, Arsenal FC is, 
no doubt, one of England’s most 
successful teams. However, it last won 
the English Premiership title in 2004, 
something keen watchers and analysts 
of the English Premiership consider 
as not too good enough for a club of 
Arsenal’s pedigree.

Taking into account Dangote’s 
antecedent as a goal-getter and a 
successful business man, he might one 
day buy over Arsenal FC. If he does, 
one hopes he is able to turn around 
the fortune of the team. But then, that 
is not really one’s main goal at this 
point. Now that it has become evident 
that Dangote loves football is the right 
time to implore him to take more than 
a passing interest in the development 
of our local football. While it is true 
that football in Nigeria not in any way 
as profitable as it is in Europe, America 
and North Africa, development in the 
last two seasons has shown that things 
are really improving, especially in the 
management of the local national 
premier league.  

For our football to transform into 
a profitable venture as it is in Europe 

and other such places, the involvement 
of well meaning private and corporate 
individuals like Dangote is quite 
imperative. Globally, football has 
become a money spinning enterprise. 
The organisation and management of 
football in Europe, for instance, is a 
multi million dollars project with all 
the teams running numerous other 
sports related businesses. Indeed, 
all sorts of professionals-doctors, 
physiotherapists, psychologists, grass 
men, scouts, etc-are employed by the 
various teams in their drive for soccer 
glory. Therefore, in Europe, football 
has gone beyond a mere recreational 
activity. Consequently, youths across 
the continent have found in football a 
means through which they could use 
their talents to escape poverty.

Ironically, in Nigeria, what we have 
is the exact opposite of what operates 
in Europe. The once exciting Nigeria 
local league, that produced household 
names like Segun Odegbami, Adokie 
Amaesimeka, Christian Chukwu, 
Stephen Keshi, and Rashidi Yekini 
among others, has become a shadow 
of itself. Hitherto widely followed 
teams such as Stationery Stores, 
Spartans of Owerri, Rovers of Kano, 
Abiola Babes, Leventis United, etc have 
gone into extinction while popular 
European clubs like Manchester 
United, Arsenal and AC Milan among 
others have been in existence for 
over a century. Unlike in Europe, 
where football clubs are purely run 
as business ventures, clubs in Nigeria 
are mostly run by governments on a 
non- profit making basis.
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T
h i s  p i e c e  i s 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
provoked by a recent 
debate on the social 
media. The debate 

is initiated by one Mr. Tobias 
Chukwukerue Amara, a Public 
Administration and Management 
expert and senior lecturer, Abia State 
Polytechnic, Aba. In his argument, 
Amara is of the opinion that the 
recent outburst between President 
Muhammadu Buhari and the First 
Lady, Aisha, was blown out of 
proportion.

His words: “I think we are 
blowing the Aisha/Buhari media 
statements out of proportion but it 
is not unusual especially when we 
consider that some of us feed from 
propagandas and controversies. Be 
that as it may, if the truth must be 
told, the fact remains that public 
administration varies from one 
sovereignty to another and the 
common denominator in the 

PMB, Aisha and the ecology of public administration

We cherish readers’ reactions to stories and articles published in BusinessDay. All such reactions, which must not be more than  250 words, 
should be sent to bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com with names and addresses of writers.  The star letter every week will be rewarded.  

variation is the concept of ecology.”
“Ecology of public administration 

in its simplest sense means the 
environment in  which public 
administration is practiced. It varies 
from Europe to America to Asia to 
Africa and Nigeria, typified by the 
Ibo, Yoruba and Hausa/Fulani, 
has her own public ecology and 
idiosyncrasies.

“ I  s e e  the  whole  saga as 
unwarranted and diversionary. Let 
us stop forthwith the dissipation of 
company’s time on this triviality, 
especially considering that the 
German Chancellor reacted on the 
strength of her public administration 
ecology to a statement made by 
our president on the strength of 
his peculiar public administration 
environment. The duo may have 
been ignorant of Fred Wrigg’s 
contribution but if you ask me I 
would say let us protect our own,” 
Amara further said.

Amara’s thread on the social 
media generated mixed reactions: 
Some commentators opposed his 
postulation while some commented 
in its favour. One of the strong 
arguments was held by Chinenye 
Ehiodo, another seasoned lecturer 
and public administrator, who 
postulated thus:”Remember that 
we are in a global village now with 
a benchmark of minimum standard 
of what is acceptable globally of a 

and mode of living of the people 
pubic administration and ecology 
have come to be related. The 
nutshell of this argument is that 
environment plays a key role in 
public administration interactions 
between human beings in a given 
society.

There has been a concensus 
among administrators, ecologists, 
scientists, environmentalists and 
politicians- everyone admits that 
“the interaction between society 
and environment or ecology cannot 
be denied and whenever a policy is 
going to be formulated this type of 
interaction must properly be taken 
into account”.

The bottomline of this argument 
is that “an administrator must 
formulate policies considering 
the most important idea that 
environment has clear influence 
on administrat ion.  In other 
words, ecology, environment 
and administration are closely 
interlinked.”

No matter where the argument 
swings, the divides may, to an extent, 
be right or wrong. The point is that 
we should not celebrate cultural 
barriers or inhibitions on the altar 
of effectual leadership. Arguably, 
though culture may be universal 
in nature, its application may be 
influenced by the environment. That 
is why it is always necessary to situate 

theories on the context of the local 
environment.

On the other hand, culture 
defines the way of life of a people- 
language, food, customs and 
traditions. Another basic truth is that 
culture is fluid than static. Culture 
is dynamic and complex because 
humans communicate and express 
their cultural systems in a variety 
of ways. Besides, globalisation has 
collapsed different cultures of the 
world. The implication of this is that 
human interactions are no longer 
viewed or assessed from a particular 
cultural context rather from a 
global scale. Every environment is 
now weighed on the global scale 
and not from a particular cultural 
environment.

Amara’s ecology of public 
administration is apt but could 
have been more apt if President 
Muhammadu Buhari was a symbol 
of Hausa/Fulani culture. But the 
president is a symbol of the Nigerian 
culture which converges diversified 
ethnic cultures. The president is 
the symbol of the giant of the black 
continent and should carry himself 
as such. The earlier he realises this, 
the better for us and the earlier we 
are spared of these uncalled-for 
embarrassment. For me, the Aisha/
PMB outburst was unnecessary and 
embarrassing no matter the angle 
one may look at it.
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Democratic president of a nation 
at the center of world politics not 
President of the Fulani herdsmen, 
the prism is not ecology but a shift 
in paradigm which the ineffectual 
president living in slumber is not in 
tune. When coming to international 
arena break through your ecology 
and become civilised to avoid global 
condemnation.

“Effective Public Administration 
is measured by global standard 
of practice while ecology remains 
constant, therefore the president 
acted wrongly as usual and the 
discourse is at the front burner of 
our national question and cannot 
be over emphasised within the new 
world order.

“G o o d  g ove r na n c e  w h i ch 
includes non-discrimination on the 
bases of sex and religion is the focal 
point if I am not misunderstood 
in my own liberal theoretical 
position different from conservative 
traditional position. Following the 
existing protocol established by you, 
I equally rest the matter for other 
people with divergent views and that 
is why we are scholars and social 
scientists in particular,” Ehiodo said.

The credit of analysing public 
administration based on ecology 
is attributed to Fred Riggs. Simply 
captured, Riggs argument suggests 
that because of “the clear influence 
of the environment upon society 

We often take it for granted 
that any infection we 
encounter can be cured, 

and that all-powerful modern 
medicine will do precisely what it 
is supposed to do.

But imagine an alternative 
scenario: You are diagnosed with 
a potentially life-threatening 
infectious disease that was once 
treatable in weeks or months, but 
you are told that your treatment 
will take at least two years, and will 
involve months of daily injections 
and some 14,000 pills, with severe 
side effects. You are one of a 

On antimicrobial resistance, it’s now or never
“lucky” minority to have been 
diagnosed and treated at all, but 
your odds of beating the disease 
are still only 50-50. 

Most of us would not associate 
this scenario with “modern 
medicine,” but it is a tragic reality 
for the ranks of people – 500,000 
and growing – suffering from 
multi-drug-resistant tuberculosis. 
MDR-TB is what happens when 
drugs lose potency against new 
strains of previously treatable 
infections. TB is now the world’s 
deadliest infectious disease, 
killing well over one million 
people every year, and MDR-
TB continues to spread in low- 
and middle-income countries as 
health-care providers struggle to 
combat it.

MDR-TB imposes a massive 
burden on countries’ public-
health systems and economies, 
and it is a harbinger of what rich 
and poor countries alike can 
expect as antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR) becomes more prevalent. 
Without concerted action, drug-
resistant strains of other common 
infections such asStaphylococcus 
Aureus or E. coli will become 
ever more common, with seismic 
effects on global health and 
health-care systems worldwide.

As AMR renders established 

opportunity for global leadership 
on AMR. There, too, the issue 
will be on the agenda for the first 
time, with Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon and world leaders set 
to pledge to confront rising drug 
resistance at a major high-level 
meeting.

To stymie AMR, the UN must 
build on the work that the G20 
started. As the largest, most 
inclusive global-governance 
forum we have, the UN is the 
only institution that can marshal 
the resources and leadership 
commitments  the problem 
demands. But the UN will be 
effective only if it takes some 
crucial steps.

First,  UN member states 
should begin to integrate their 
responses to AMR across all 
regulatory bodies and relevant 
sectors, including health care, 
agriculture, and finance. The 
UN is uniquely positioned to 
help countries do this. It can 
convene the world’s leaders and 
foster international and inter-
organizational cooperation on 
global economic and social 
problems; and it can tap the 
power of its own agencies to 
mobilize global resources against 
AMR.

Second, to keep things on 

track, the UN should establish 
clear benchmarks, based on 
measurable outcomes, and it 
should commit to putting AMR 
back on the General Assembly’s 
agenda every two years. This 
would create a framework for 
measuring global progress, while 
also sending a strong message that 
the UN is in it for the long haul, 
and that AMR should be a high 
priority for the next secretary-
general.

Finally, the UN should appoint 
a Special Envoy for AMR to ensure 
continued progress in the coming 
years. The envoy would need to be 
defined as a high-level position, 
authorized to work with countries 
and multilateral governance 
bodies to maintain momentum 
in the battle against AMR.

We can now be cautiously 
optimistic that AMR is finally 
getting the global attention it 
deserves. But the world’s attention 
can be all too fleeting, as those 
of us who have lived through 
previous and current debates 
about infectious disease know 
all too well. If we fail to hold 
our leaders’ feet to the fire, the 
consequences for everyone could 
be deadly.

(C): Project Syndicate

antibiotics ineffective, untreatable 
infections will make relatively 
routine procedures such as 
organ transplants or cancer 
chemotherapy increasingly risky. 
The human and economic toll 
of rising AMR could easily spiral 
out of control: left unchecked, 
drug-resistant infections could 
claim ten million lives annually 
by 2050, with the cumulative cost 
in terms of global GDP reaching 
$100 trillion.

Only by launching an effective 
response immediately can we 
avert a bleak future. Fortunately, 
at the G20 summit in Hangzhou, 
China, earlier this month, world 
leaders put AMR on the group’s 
agenda for the first time, signaling 
that the international community 
recognizes AMR as a real threat 
to global economic development 
and prosperity. The G20 also 
made the largest effort to date to 
replenish stalled pharmaceutical-
development pipelines for new 
antibiotics (which are urgently 
needed to replace drugs that 
have become ineffective) and to 
roll out diagnostic tests enabling 
clinicians to use the drugs they 
have more effectively.

This week’s United Nations 
General Assembly meeting in 
New York presents another 
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Nigeria, it is said, is 
never in lack of good 
ideas. What is lack-

ing however, is the will 
power to implement ideas. 
There are so many ideas that 
have been formulated and 
launched by the govern-
ment and its agencies that 
have never outlived the day 
of their launch.

About five years ago, the 
Federal Mortgage Bank of 
Nigeria (FMBN) packaged 
and launched a good scheme 
described then as a game 
changer for the informal sec-
tor operators. The product 
called ‘Informal Sector Co-
operative Housing Scheme’ 
was aimed at bringing that 
sector of the economy into 
the mortgage net to enable 
them own homes through 
mortgage loans.

The new product with 
the theme ‘Affordable Home 
Ownership through Co-
operative Financing’ was 
launched as part of the apex 
mortgage bank’s efforts 
at bridging the housing 
demand-supply gap, and 
giving the vast majority of 
this economically-disad-
vantaged Nigerians, who 
constitute this sector, the 
opportunity to have decent 
and affordable housing.

The informal sector in 
Nigeria comprises low in-
come earners struggling 
to earn their daily living 
such as artisans, the road-
side mechanics, the market 

ing that the new product has 
been designed specifically 
with the informal sector 
operators in mind to enable 
them to have access to cheap, 
reliable and affordable funds, 
with more relaxed condition 
for access.

Pepple hoped to return 
to Lagos sooner than later to 
handover several home keys 
to the lowly placed in the so-
ciety, urging all stakeholders 
including primary mortgage 
banks, estate developers and 
cooperative societies to lend 
their support to this venture 
in order to ensure sustain-
ability. 

But, from all indications, 
the scheme ended its journey 
with the minister’s closing 
remarks. The country has 
had two housing ministers 
since after Pepple and little 
or nothing is heard about 
this scheme. However, Ni-
gerians are hoping that with 
the ‘change’ government 
in place and in the spirit of 
economic diversification, 
the mortgage industry will 
be given deserved consider-
ation and attention.

traders, farmers and so on. 
Basically, these are indi-
viduals who do not wear 
suits, ties or polished shoes 
to work in air-conditioned 
offices, yet they contribute 
immensely to the national 
economy.

 The National Housing 
Fund (NHF) scheme has 
always been accessible to 
only those in the formal 
sector, but by the launching 
of this new product, FMBN 
assured that Nigerians in 
the informal sector will 
be registered as bona fide 
contributors to NHF and 
become eligible for afford-
able loan to build, purchase 
or renovate residential ac-
commodation.

Bola Ogunshola, direc-
tor, Loans Production/Secu-
rities Issuance and Market 
Development, at the time, 
explained  that the loan 
facility under the scheme 
could be accessed in one of 
two ways, namely Coopera-
tive Housing Development 
Loan (CHDL) and the Coop-
erative Housing Funds Loans 
(CNL).  

The CHDL enables a co-
operative society that has 
acquired a plot of land to 
develop houses for allocation 
to its members. The parcel of 
land should have title in the 
name of the society which 
would act as the facilitator 
on behalf of its members 
and in the loan transaction 
and would also facilitate 

construction of the housing 
units.

To qualify for this loan, 
the cooperative society must 
have been in existence for 
a minimum 12 months; the 
proposed estate must have 
good title that can be sub-
leased to individual allot-
tees/ purchasers of the hous-
ing units therein, and the 
tenor for the loan shall be 24 
months with a moratorium 
period of 12 months at an 
interest rate of 10 percent.

CNL, on the other hand, 
offers individual cooperative 
members a mortgage loan 
to buy a house developed 
through the cooperative 
housing development loan 
or to renovate an existing 
one. Individual cooperator 
shall enjoy the housing loan 
at 6 percent interest rate 
repayable over a maximum 
period of 25years. “Coop-
erators shall make a down 
payment of 15 percent of the 
approved selling price/value 
or improvement as their 
personal stake in the loan”, 
Ogunsola informed.

Five years down the line, 
Nigerians are yet to hear of 
milestones or even the status 
of this scheme, giving way 
to the suspicion that it must 
have gone the ‘Nigerian way’ 
.Government, at various 
times, has adopted strategic 
policies aimed at integrat-
ing the informal sector into 
mainstream national econ-
omy. Such policies include 

the promotion of small and 
medium scale enterprises 
(SMEs), directive to commer-
cial banks to engage in rural 
banking, encouragement 
of micro- finance banking 
among others.

These policies are usu-
ally aimed at enhancing the 
contribution of the informal 
sector to the growth of Nige-
ria economy.  Unconfirmed 
report indicates that the 
informal sector in Nigeria 
constitutes about 85 percent 
of the country’s total work-
force. In terms of economic 
output and employment, the 
informal sector accounts for 
as high as 60 percent of gross 
domestic product and about 
70 percent of total employ-
ment across all economic 
sectors.

In other jurisdictions, 
the informal sector gener-
ates about 6.2 percent of ag-
gregate employment in the 
United States, 22.3 percent 
in China, about 50 percent in 
Israel and 80 percent in India 
which means that given 
the needed support and 
regulatory frame work, the 
informal sector should be a 
major facilitator in fighting 
unemployment and poverty 
in Nigeria.

In her speech at the 
launch, the then minister 
of housing, Amal Pepple, 
described the scheme as a 
significant step towards im-
proving access to affordable 
housing to a considerable 

number of people who may 
not have the opportunity of 
owning a home, in their life 
time, unless they are assisted 
to do so.

“It is important to resolve 
the housing challenges of 
this important segment of 
the population  who consti-
tute about 60 percent of the 
productive labour force in 
urban areas; housing finance 
in Nigeria is encumbered; 
there is scarcity of long term 
funds for housing/mortgage 
finance; there is also unsat-
isfactory state of housing 
delivery which is accentu-
ated by other factors such as 
high cost of land acquisition, 
difficulty  in obtaining land 
title, high cost of perfecting  
legal processes and of build-
ing materials”, she noted.

The minister noted that 
the new product was re-
markably different from 
the existing NHF; Estate 
Development Loans (EDL) 
for estate developers and 
the Cooperative Housing 
Development Loan (CHDL) 
which are for formal and 
private sector operators, add-

A
midst vehement 
denials by the 
top-notch of the 
All Progressives 
Congress (APC) 

that the ruling party is in a 
fractious state, Timi Frank, 
its deputy national publicity 
secretary, has maintained 
the party is in deep crisis, 
warning that if matters are 
not resolved quickly, Nigeri-
ans’ confidence in the ruling 
party may dissipate.

“There is crisis. We can-
not deny that there is no 
crisis. There is a very big 
crisis,” Frank repeatedly 
said during a recent chat 
on Channels TV breakfast 
show, ‘Sunrise Daily’.

When asked for insight 
into the crisis he was speak-
ing about, he cited the con-
troversies that trailed the re-
cent APC governorship pri-
maries in Ondo State, which 
saw Bola Ahmed Tinubu, 
the party’s national leader, 

APC, Timi Frank and 
the voice of caution

accusing the national chair-
man, John Odigie-Oyegun, 
of “corruption”, “incompe-
tency”, “one-sidedness”, and 
so forth.

“Till today, go to Ondo 
State, they are still protest-
ing the emergence of the 
APC governorship candi-
date. Is that not enough to 
admit as a party that there 
is crisis? So we cannot run 
away from these issues 
before the Nigerian people, 
before the people out there. 
We must own up. If we real-
ly want to resolve this crisis 
rocking our party, we must 
first of all as a party own up 
to ourselves and agree that 
yes, we have issues, but that 
these issues can be resolved, 
we can come together to 
resolve these issues,” Frank 
said.

In the aftermath of the 
Ondo crisis, said he, “The real 
scenario is now playing out 
to the public. There is a limit 
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you can hide these issues. 
We tried and tried to hide 
these issues that are rocking 
the party; several times the 
party has come out to say 
that there is no crisis. You 
cannot continue to tell lies 
to the people.”

He claimed Odigie-Oye-
gun was not in control of the 
APC but was answerable to 
“certain forces”, insisting that 
the party could not continue 
to have a puppet chairman.

“We need a national 
chairman that can put us 
together; we need a national 
chairman that can unify this 
party because, if we are not 
careful as a party, let me tell 
you, we’re going to receive 
Jonathan’s treatment in 
2019. I can tell you, it’s very, 
very clear, the way we’re 
going, and I don’t want us 
to fail because we have a 
president that has a clear 
vision to deliver; so if we 
as a party cannot deliver 

on our part to support him, 
then the Nigerian people 
will think they can’t trust us 
as a party.... Look, everybody 
in this party knows there is 
crisis, a lot of them, includ-
ing leaders, know; they are 
just only shying away from 
speaking the truth,” he said.

He spoke about several 
positions in the party vacat-
ed by substantive heads but 
which the party has refused 
the deputies to step in.

“Today, I’m meant to be 
the acting publicity secre-
tary of the party; why is the 
party depriving me? If you 
ask the chairman he’ll tell 
me, ‘Some certain persons 
in the party do not want you 
to speak’. Who are those cer-
tain persons? Which means 
those certain persons the 
chairman is talking about...I 
believe those are the forces 
controlling the party under 
the disguise of the national 
chairman,” he said.

And Frank has been on 
this matter for quite a while. 
In the wake of the National 
Assembly crisis last year, he 
had accused the APC lead-
ership of playing ‘hanky-
panky’ with the crisis.

“The party’s national 
chairman caused it because 
times out of number, some 
of the leaders told him to 
come up with a zoning for-
mula from the beginning. He 
was asked to take a decision 
and let people follow that 
but he didn’t do that. They 
were playing hide-and-seek 
with the issue until the last 
minute when they saw the 
danger, and they wanted to 
play hanky-panky, which 

led us to lose one position at 
the Senate,” he had said.

In March, he told news-
men in Abuja that the par-
ty was divided into two 
factions, saying he spoke 
in Bayelsa about the im-
pending crisis but the party 
leadership did not take him 
seriously.

“Very soon, it will hap-
pen at the national level too. 
If anyone tells you that there 
is no crisis in the national 
APC, it is a lie.... We have so 
much divisions and they are 
keeping quiet. If care is not 
taken, we are soon going 
to lose our popularity as a 
party,” he said.

But Mai Mala Buni, the 
party’s national secretary, 
vehemently countered him, 
claiming that Frank’s “bogus 
and misleading allegations 
are unnecessary distractions 
to the party’s resolve to fully 
support the President Mu-
hammadu Buhari adminis-
tration deliver on the motley 
promises made by our great 
party to the electorate”.

For his vociferousness, 
and for allegedly speaking 
against the APC’s standpoint 
on certain issues, politically-
correct party officials and 
members see Frank as a 
threat. He’s been accused of 
loyalty to former Vice Presi-
dent Atiku Abubakar. There 
have been insinuations the 
party may pass a vote of ‘No 
Confidence’ on him, backed 
by a provision under Article 
17 of the APC constitution, to 
eject him from his position. 
It’s perhaps why he’s not 
been allowed to step into Lai 
Mohammed’s shoes.

In reaction to his recent 
utterances, APC leaders in 
the South-South described 
Frank as a disgrace to the 
party and claimed he lacks 
“the ability to manage the 
party’s relationship with 
the general public” and that 
his “utterances and attitude 
are geared towards causing 
disunity in the party”.

“Timi Frank belongs to a 
faction that wants to destroy 
the APC. His loyalty is not 
with APC or the national 
chairman but an interest 
outside the party. The APC 
is one indivisible party,” said 
the South-South APC lead-
ers.

True, Timi Frank may just 
be an aggrieved party man 
lashing out against perceived 
injustice. But then, he may 
also represent the voice of 
caution, of reason; perhaps 
one of the few truthful voic-
es in a party of pathetic liars. 
He may indeed be what APC 
needs now to save itself from 
an impending doom.

For while party officials 
and members continue to 
live in la-la-land and indulge 
in destructive self-denial, 
Frank is being vindicated 
as even the last vestiges of 
confidence Nigerians have in 
APC are fast eroding, though 
perhaps more for reasons of 
non-performance than for 
the party’s internal crisis. 
But then, the crisis may be a 
major factor in the party’s in-
ability to perform. The only 
thing saving APC for now is 
that the opposition People’s 
Democratic Party has yet to 
rise from the ashes of its last 
year’s defeat.

Revisiting FMBN’s product for informal sector Talking Mortgage
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A
gainst i ts  init ial 
promis e  to  c om-
menc e debate on 
the two letters sent 
by Mr. President 

for the virement of the sum of 
N180,839,254,430 to enable the 
payment of salaries and imple-
ment some of its programmes, 
and the planned external bor-
rowing of $29.6 billion as con-
tained in the 3-year borrowing 
plan, the legislative action is 
expected to

commence fully this week. 
According to the communication 
from the Presidency, the required 
funds would be used to bridge 
the shortfalls

in provisions for person-
nel costs (salaries); including: 
N71,800,215,270 for Public 
Servic e Wage Adjustment; 
N19,792,018,400

for mobilisation of corps mem-
bers; N1.2 billion for payment 
of salary shortfall for Public 
Complaints Commission, N932.4 
million and N900

million needed for Cadet Feed-
ing of Police Academy, Kano and 
augmentation of meal subsidy for 
Unity Colleges respectively. I can

easily predict that the amount 
will be jacked up by the Na-
tional Assembly. Just last week, 

some aggrieved Legislative Aides 
working with the Senators and 
Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives staged peaceful 
protest over non-payment of al-
lowances and entitlements since

October 2015. About 4,600 
legislative aides were deprived 
by the management according 
to the protesters. As widely 
reported, the request has gener-
ated lot of reactions and public 
outcry over the increase in the 
country’s total indebtedness. I 
recall that similar clarion was 
made by a coalition of civil soci-
ety organisations and organised 
labour, led by Social Action few 
months back, warning against 
additional borrowing consider-
ing the level of default in the 
off-setting the debts by previous 
administrations. While it’s obvi-
ous that Nigeria cannot survive 
the present economic downturn 
without external borrowing, 
it is pertinent to categorically 
point out the fact that there 
are no significant signs to show 
the level of preparedness of the 
present administration towards 
achieving its diversification pro-
grammes and policy. For me, to 
achieve the enormous goals set 
by this administration, there’s 
urgent need to restructure the 

entire government’s institu-
tions that are responsible for the 
implementation of these policies 
and programmes. As rightly 
observed by the members of the 
House of Representatives, the 
Boards of various

agencies and parastatals that 
have direct impact on the econ-
omy are yet to be constituted 18 
months of steering the affairs 
of this country. As provided for 
in the establishment legislative 
frameworks

of all the MDAs, none of the 
MDAs can function effectively 
without the Governing Boards 
which were dissolved since 16th 
July, 2015. Since

then, the Permanent Secre-
taries have been steering the 
affairs of various MDAs and over 
800 agencies and parastatals. 
If you take the statistics of the 
economic losses recorded within 
this period, then

you will appreciate why Nige-
ria may remain underdeveloped 
among comity of nations.

To the credit of the House of 
Representatives, notable resolu-
tions that are expected to impact 
meaningfully on the citizenry 
were passed

during the week under re-
view. Speaker Yakubu Dogara 

and Yakub Balogun chairman, 
House Committee on Treaties, 
Protocols and Agreements who 
spoke at during the opening of 
the public hearing on the bill on 
‘Agreements between United 
Kingdom of Sweden, Kingdom 
of Spain and the

Republic of Korea with Feder-
al Republic of Nigeria for avoid-
ance of double taxation and 
prevention of tax evasion with 
respect to taxes on income and 
capital gain,” assured the inter-
national community of

Nigeria’s resolve to honour 
various bilateral treaties, proto-
cols and agreements.

The House also urged the 
Inspector General of Police to 
crack down on any person sell-
ing or hawking crisp naira notes 
in public places. The

lawmakers also called on 
Federal Government to strictly 
adhere to provisions of extant 
regulations on privatisation 
as encapsulated in the Public 
Enterprises (Privatisation & 
Commercialisation) Act, 1999 
in the proposed concession and 
privatisation of public assets. 
Similarly, members called for the 
imposition of stiffer penalties on

telecoms companies who is-
sue pre-registered and unregis-

tered SIM cards. For individual 
founding culpable for using pre-
registered or unregistered SIM 
card, a 5 year imprisonment or 
N500,000 fine was approved.  
They also passed resolution 
which seeks to nip in the board, 
the recurring cases of extra-
judicial killings by security agen-
cies. According to the resolution, 
the House has summoned the 
Inspector General of Police (IGP) 
to appear before the joint House 
Committee on Police Affairs and 
Human Rights to give insight 
into these extra-judicial killings 
and the steps taken to prevent 
such reckless and avoidable kill-
ings in the future.

As executive waits on lawmakers 
for loan endorsement, et al

Assembly Watch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

F
or the first time since his 
election as Deputy Presi-
dent of the 8th Senate, 
opposition lawmaker Ike 
Ekweremadu presided 

over plenary for three consecu-
tive days.

This was due to the absence 
of Senate President Bukola Saraki 
who led a National Assembly 
delegation to the 135th Inter-Par-
liamentary Union (IPU) Assembly 
in Geneva, Switzerland.

However, the bickering be-
tween members of the Senate Uni-
ty Forum and Senate Like Minds 
on the choice of presiding officers 
for the Red Chambers resurfaced 
on the floor last week during the 
consideration of the report of the 
Committee on Ethics, Privileges 
and Public Petitions on the Code 
of Conduct Act (Amendment) Bill.

While the Unity Forum is in sup-
port of Ahmad Lawan’s emergence 
as Senate President, Like Minds 
consist of pro-Saraki senators.

Lawan (APC, Yobe North), the 
preferred candidate of the ruling 
All Progressives Congress (APC) 

for the position of Senate Presi-
dent alongside Barnabas Gemade, 
Abdullahi Adamu, Abdullahi Ya-
haya vehemently opposed passage 
of the bill on the grounds that law-
makers were becoming emotional 
at the debate, even as Shehu Sani, 
Enyinnaya Abaribe, Peter Nwao-
boshi, Chukwuka Utazi supported 
the passage of the bill.

Efforts by the Senate Leader Ali 
Ndume to step down further con-
sideration of the bill faced stiff op-
position from pro-Saraki senators.

When the dust had settled, the 
upper legislative chamber amend-
ed the Code of Conduct Act and 
transferred the controlling pow-
ers of the Bureau and the Tribunal 
from the President to the National 
Assembly.

Membership of the Tribunal as 
contained in Section 20(2) of the 
principal act was increased from 
three to five, with three members 
forming a quorum.

Another amendment effected 
in the Act which drew emotions 
from senators was Section 3 (d) 
which makes it compulsory for the 
Bureau to bring to the notice of any 
public officer any case or breach or 
non-compliance to the provisions 
of the Act before heading to the 
Tribunal for prosecution.

Saraki is currently facing trial 
at the Tribunal over alleged false 
declaration of assets. Coinciden-
tally, consideration of the report 
commenced almost immediately 
after the Court of Appeal in Abuja 
dismissed the appeal filed by Saraki 
challenging his trial before the 
tribunal.

It would be interesting to see 
if President Muhammadu Buhari 
would veto the bill and if the Na-
tional Assembly would have the 
courage to overturn the President’s 
veto. If the latter is successful, it 
would be the second time that the 
National Assembly would have 
successfully overridden a presi-
dential veto.

The first and only time that a 
veto was overturned in the an-
nals of the Fourth Republic was in 
2000 when the Chuba Okadigbo-
led Senate and the Ghali Umar 
Na‘Abba-led House of Representa-
tives overturned President Oluse-
gun Obasanjo’s veto on the bill to 
establish the Niger Delta Develop-
ment Commission (NDDC).

Besides the Code of Conduct 
Act (Amendment) Bill, another 
bill that passed Third Reading last 
week was the Sexual Harassment 
in Tertiary Education Institution 
Bill, which prescribes five-year jail 
term for randy lecturers.

The screening of nominees on 
the board of the Nigerian Electric 
Regulatory Commission (NERC) 
failed to commence due to the ab-
sence of the chairman-designate, 
Akintunde Akinwande, a profes-
sor in the electrical engineering 
and computer science department 
of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) in the United 
States.

Although Senior Special Assis-
tant to the President on National 
Assembly Matters (Senate), Ita 
Enang, informed the Abaribe-led 
Committee that the nominee was 
‘unavoidably absent’, his plea that 

all other nominees present be 
screened fell on deaf ears as com-
mittee insisted that the position of 
chairman is critical, hence called off 
the screening.

A member of the committee 
later confided in few of us that 
Akinwande had rejected the nomi-
nation because he was not ‘con-
sulted’.

But while the Presidency denied 
the reports, there were contradic-
tions in the statements issued by 
the Presidential Spokesman Femi 
Adesina and Enang. Adesina had 
claimed that the nominee had 
written a letter to the committee 
chairman to appear at a later date; 
a claim denied by the panel while 
Enang never alluded to that in his 
statement but claimed that the 
nominee informed his office that 
he would honour the invitation 
after clearance from his institution.

Some bills also passed Second 
Reading and referred to the rel-
evant committees. They include: 
the Payment Systems Manage-
ment Act (Amendment) Bill, Fed-
eral Competition Bill, Hydroelectric 
Power Producing Areas Devel-
opment Commission Act, 2010 
(Amendment) Bill as well as the 
Nigerian Prisons and Correctional 
Services Bill.

Finance Minister Kemi Adeo-
sun; her counterpart in Budget and 
National Planning Udoma Udoma; 
Accountant General of the Federa-
tion Ahmed Idris and Director Gen-
eral Budget Office, Ben Akabueze 
all appeared before the Senate 
Committee on Appropriations on 
the implementation of the 2016 

budget, where they informed sena-
tors that the Federal Government 
had so far released N2.4trillion out 
of the N6.06trillion 2016 budget.

A lot will be on the Senate’s 
table when it resumes on Tuesday. 
Adeosun and Udoma are expected 
to brief the Senate leadership on 
Tuesday, November 1st on grey 
areas discovered in the Medium 
Term Expenditure Framework 
(MTEF) and Fiscal Strategy Paper 
(FSP). They are expected to furnish 
the Senate leadership with infor-
mation regarding all fiscal rates, 
taxes, charges used to derive the 
projected revenue in the 2017-2019 
MTEF, a report on the structure/
composition of the debt, funding, 
sources, how the borrowed funds 
are to be spent as well as repayment 
plan and schedule.

Senate is also expected to com-
mence deliberation on the passage 
of the Petroleum Industry Bill (PIB) 
next week. There are five other 
bills slated for Second Reading this 
week which may help the revival 
of the economy.

They include the Bill for an Act 
to Repeal the Foreign Exchange 
(Monitoring and Miscellaneous

Provisions) Act, a Bill to repeal 
and re-enact the Customs Act, 
Bill to establish the Public Private 
Partnership Regulatory Commis-
sion, the Bill for an Act to provide 
for a Legal Framework for the 
Cassava Inclusion Policy of the 
Federal Government to encourage 
Cassava Farming and Bill for an Act 
to provide for the Establishment of 
Federal Entrepreneurship Centres 
at Local Government Area.

Return of Executive-Legislature face-off?  
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Governor (right) in warm handshake with a§ testifying beneficiary

I
t was a hot Wednesday 
afternoon in Septem-
ber 28, 2016, when the 
governor of Delta State, 
Ifeanyi Okowa, and his 

team travelled from Asaba, 
the state capital, to Sapele Lo-
cal Government Area of the 
state, a journey of about three 
hours. The governor settled 
at Songhai Delta in Amukpe 
Community of the LGA where 
the 2016 batch of the state’s 
Job Creation Scheme and oth-
er guests were readily waiting 
for him to inaugurate the 2016 
batch. The presence of the 
praise-singing youths who 
were ringing bell and chant-
ing: “Okowa for 2nd term”, 
seemed to have displeased 
him and he seized their bell.

What made the youths 
think that a man that has just 
served barely a year and four 
months as governor of the 
state deserved a second term 
so fast? Observers say the 
answer may lie in Okowa’s 
commitment to ending job-
lessness among the youth of 
the state. Today, the Skills & 
Entrepreneurship Programme 
(STEP), the Youth Agricultural 
Entrepreneurs Programme 
(YAGEP) and the Graduate 
Employment Enhancement 
Programme (GEEP) are in the 
state’s Job Creation Scheme 
which targets thousands of 
youths.

Already, some of the gradu-
ates of the 2015 Cycle which 
was the pilot scheme have 
started spreading the good 
news.

In his testimony, Samuel 
Idjighere, a Fashion Designer 
who hails from Ugheli South 
LGA of the state disclosed:  
“I am a product of this life-
changing programme 2015 
Cycle.  After my training, when 
I received my Starter-Pack 
and that wonderful surprising 
cash, I went straight to estab-
lish my company in Warri. 
Though it was not easy when 
I started, what I did was to 
print complimentary cards 
and shared them in buses and 
Keke to anybody I saw put-
ting on suit that has opening 
at the back. With cheerful-
ness, I told them I could make 
something better than the 
one they were putting on. Not 
too long, calls started pouring 
in and to the glory of God, as 
many of them that came to me, 
I really satisfied them. From 
there, one man recommended 
me to one Nigerian who lives 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU AND 
MERCY ENOCH, Asaba

Okowa’s job creation scheme stirs souls in Delta

in the United Kingdom; that 
man recommended me to oth-
ers. As I speak to you, I have 
four customers patronising 
me from the UK. One of them 
recommended me to the Vice 
Chancellor of the Delta State 
University. I am the one today 
making his clothes. I want to 
say a Big Thank You to Your 
Excellency. Last week, three 
schools gave me contract to 
sew their schools’ uniforms. 
So, having said all these, I want 
to give something significant 
today.”

Just like one out of the 
10 lepers healed by Christ, 
Idijhere did something sig-
nificant in appreciation of the 
state government’s gesture: 
“Your Excellency, after receiv-
ing the starter-pack, I went 
home, went to the market 
to assess the cost of all what 
you’ve given to me. After that 
assessment, my heart became 
so pleased, it was then I knew 
the cost of what you gave to us. 
Then, in the night, in my room, 
I asked ‘what will I use to ap-
preciate you?’ Then, I knelt 
down and made a vow that 
firstly, the first clothe I will 
make, I will use the money to 
appreciate my God. Secondly, 
I vowed that first apprentice I 
will get, the drink and the cash 

he will bring, I will use them 
to appreciate my governor. Sir, 
these are the items.”

What Idijhere did steered 
the emotion of the crowd at 
the inauguration hall to even 
praise God the more for his 
sake. Then, what Governor 
Okowa did also surprised the 
crowd as he merely touched 
the items and said: “I want 
something that will beautify 
your life the more.  Give 10 
percent of all that you’ve 
brought to the pastor of your 
church and he will bless you. 
You have done well but you 
are going to reap more out of it 
when you take the dedication 
of your business to God and 
I am convinced that you will 
surely be blessed.

 
Another testifier, Chuk-

wunyem Danielson who is 
into poultry declared: “After 
graduating from school, there 
was no job, so I became a taxi 
driver. On that process, I saw 
the advert for STEPrenuers 
and YAGEPrenuers, so I be-
came interested and applied 
for it.  Luckily for me, I was 
taken. I became a YAGEPrenu-
er and at the end of my train-
ing, I was empowered with 
600,000. Your Excellency, it 
will shock you that in less than 

seven months, I have over 
800,000 birds.  And in addi-
tion, I have a plot of crop farm. 
If I continue with this, I’m sure 
in the next five years, Alhaji 
Aliko Dangote will be looking 
for my phone number. I am a 
product of Governor Okowa’s 
good thinking.”

Next testifier, Ethor Odome-
ro (Crop Production) and a na-
tive of Ishoko South LGA of the 
state said: “I was trained and 
empowered through YAGEP. I 
was given reasonable amount 
of money to lease a land; and 

I started planting my cassava. 
Today, to the glory of God, I 
have started processing my 
cassava, improved cassava, 
flour, fufu and I receive calls 
from every part of the coun-
try today to supply fufu and 
flour.  I really want to thank 
God because after seven years 
of joblessness since I gradu-
ated from school, I’m now 
employed and even employed 
two persons under me. I want 
to thank God and to appreci-
ate His Excellency for this 
initiative because I believe it 
is a way out of unemployment 
for our people. I also want to 
encourage the youth seated 
here that as it worked for me 
it will work for you”.

Bradouyai Augustine (Fash-
ion Designer) from Etu LGA 
disclosed: “I graduated in the 
year 2010.  Ever since, there 
was no job. I came across this 
programme. I keyed into it 
and went for fashion because 
I have passion for fashion.  
After that I was empowered 
to start my own business. To 
the glory of God, my business 
is doing very well. During the 
course of six months, we were 
paid every month, through 
that I was able to register my 
business with the Corporate 
Affairs Commission. I have 

...Beneficiaries shock governor with testimonies
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“I vowed 
that first ap-

prentice I will 
get, the drink 
and the cash 

he will bring, I 
will use them 
to appreciate 
my governor”
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also registered my business 
with First Bank; now I have 
my business running in Asaba. 
Right now, I’m working on my 
own label so that anyone put-
ting on my brand would not 
put on any fashion than that of 
mine. This is an initiative that 
makes you work for yourself, 
nobody is pressuring you. 
Thanks to Your Excellency!”

Following their wonderful 
testimonies, they had a won-
derful handshake with the 
governor who in the course 
of his address praised them 
for a job well done and told 
the 2016 cycle to borrow a leaf 
from them.

At that point, the governor 
thanked all those who were 
excited at his presence and 
would have wished to make 
the place look like a political 
rally. “I’m sorry, we are here 
for a serious business”, he 
frowned, stressing that that 
was the reason he seized the 
bell-ringers’ bell. 

“Not because I hate what 
they do but because there 
is a time for everything. I’m 
aware that they are part of 
the programme and I’m aware 
that they are here to improve 
their lives and to be in a posi-
tion to fend for themselves 
and to be job creators and 
employers of labour in the 
future. Therefore, I want to 
formally advise that that bell, 
I will give it back to you after 
the programme and it should 
be returned home and I don’t 
want to see that bell any time 
through this programme. I also 
believe that you should get 
out of that bell-ringing into 
a better future. And because 
I’m praying that prayer, there 
is a need for you to have a 
change of attitude because if 
you want to live in the past, 
if you don’t break away from 
the past, you will not be able 
to chart a new future.  When 
it is time for campaign and 
it is very far from now, you 
bring out the bell but for now, 
I want better youths who can 
bring themselves to say ‘I have 
been able to create job for 
myself and I have been able to 
employ others’ even as three 
gentlemen and a lady here this 
afternoon have testified about 
God’ goodness in their lives.”

Giving more stories of the 
life-changing programme, 
Okowa pointed out: “Many of 
these things that they have 
said may sound as a story but 
it is not a fiction. I have visited 
the farms and I have seen the 
enthusiasms of those who left 
this place 2015 and I can see a 
lot of innovations – the poul-

try farms and the fish farms. 
Even long before now, I’ll like 
to give you a testimony of a 
young man in Asaba who left 
the university, had no money, 
had nothing at all.  We went 
back to the university campus 
at Awai and said to the provost, 
‘please, can you give us a part 
of the land that is lying fallow; 
we want to use it to start a fish 
farm.’ The young man collected 
the money and part of fishes, 
and started very low. Today, 
that young man’s’ vision has 
been able to mobilise into a 
cooperative family. We don’t 
call him a cooperative group 
anymore because they are so 
large – now over 250 and they 
have 300 fish ponds. And they 
make over N3million daily sale. 
This is the vision of a young 
man who had nothing. That is 
the vision I believe you have 
just started”, he said and ad-
vised the 2016 cycle that if they 
must succeed, they must be 
passionate about what they do.

 On a sad note, the governor 
narrated how another gradu-
ate of the 2015 cycle of the 
scheme was arrested for sell-
ing his starter-pack just a day 
after his graduation. He then 
warned, “Those of you who 
think that all you need is to 
pass through this programme 

anyhow and eventually when 
they would give you your 
Starter-Pack you will go and 
sell them; you are selling your 
future and I plead with you 
that I have a passion to turn 
as many youths in Delta State 
into people who would create 
jobs and employ other people. 
Enough of the time and day 
when you finish from school 
- be it secondary school, uni-
versity or polytechnic, and 
you carry your certificates and 
busy looking for jobs!  Those 
jobs are difficult to come by 
now.  When you have this kind 
of opportunity, kindly make 
good use of it and you actually 
become stronger than that one 
who looks for white collar jobs 
because jobs are not easy to 
come by now because people 
are even by fired every now 
and them.

Okowa recalled that over 
one thousand youths of Delta 
State were last year trained 
on various skills and agricul-
ture to become entrepreneurs 
that would create jobs across 
the state and some already 
have success story to tell. The 
flag off of this year’s cycle of 
the scheme is geared towards 
ending unemployment in the 
state and make the youth to 
be self-employed to fend for 

themselves and to face the 
future thereby building a Delta 
State with future aside oil.

Okowa expressed pain that 
most youths in the state cannot 
even think of marriage even 
when they are in marriage-
able age. The reason for this, 
he said is because they are not 
certain they can put food on 
the table. “The consequences 
is grave not because you don’t 
want too many more children 
but because we have begun to 
have a lot of children not being 
grown in the family. That is 
not the dream of the average 
Deltan,” he bemoaned, adding 
that his passion to end cycle of 
unemployment and jobless-
ness in the state has pushed 
his administration to save to 
keep the programme alive. “I’m 
still very passionate about this 
programme. Considering the 
very major financial challenge 
we have as a state, it would 
have been a stumbling block 
but we have done all within 
our best to save money to keep 
this programme alive. And no 
matter the circumstance, by 
the Grace of God, we will keep 
this programme alive. We have 
the 2015 batch, now the 2016. It 
is my dream that by 2017, we’ll 
start the Batch A and Batch B. It 
is my dream to make this place 

Happy entrepreneurs say their lives have changed

(Delta-Songhai at Amukpe in 
Sapele LGA) a proper training 
centre that will be functional 
all year round. And by God’s 
grace, when our finances im-
prove, there is nothing wrong 
with having the programme 
groomed properly because the 
more number of our youths 
that acquire skills and is turned 
into agricultural entrepreneurs 
the more we can be sure that 
we can have families or future 
we can boast of”, said the gov-
ernor.

The chairman, Delta State 
Traditional Rulers Council, 
Emmanuel Efeizomo II, in his 
goodwill message, described 
the STEPrenuers, YAGEPrenu-
ers and GEEPrenuers as a revo-
lution that makes one indepen-
dent, puts food on the table and 
an answer to starvation.

He prayed God to keep Gov-
ernor Okowa and give him 
the resources that will enable 
him empower and develop the 
people. The monarch declared 
thus: “If anybody thinks that 
by bastardising our economy 
or by strangulating our po-
litical system, that Delta State 
will go into oblivion, certainly, 
Delta is a finger of God and can-
not go into oblivion. We will 
be extricated from economic 
hardship by God’s grace.”
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Jonathan Buhari

Amina

You have to clean where 
there would be a definite 
return in that clean up to 
livelihood. So if you look 
today at the demonstration 
site, we thought we could 
do with the fish ponds that 
are dead. We said if we 
revive that, then we have 
revived fishing opportunity 
for young people.

“The other immediate 
programmes are that we 
want centre of excellence; 
the UNEC report promised 
to that and a laboratory, so, 
things can be done within 
us. We can train the exper-
tise; we can do that within 
the Niger-Delta. So we will 
be looking to where we posi-
tion the child, the centre of 
excellence and where we 
position the soil labs so that 
we will begin to do some 
of the technical work of 
how to make it sustainable 
in Bodo. We can clean up 
what is already there, but 
in future as some of these 
accidents happen, some of 
the third party oil spills that 
we are seeing, we can deal 

One question no prom-
inent Ogoni man was 
ready to answer last 

week is whether the Ogoni 
cleanup has been aban-
doned again. It is either the 
Ogoni people are scared this 
may be the situation and 
may want to wish it away, 
or their minds are fully oc-
cupied with how to win a 
slot in the various commit-
tees and teams doing one 
thing or the other.

The cleanup is the most-
talked about clause in the 
United Nations Environ-
mental Programme (UNEP) 
Report of November 2011. 
This brought excitement to 
the Ogoni people, though 
many of them protested 
against the exercise when 
the UN touched down to 
do this.

After five solid years of 
inability of the previous 
federal administration to 
start the clean up with the 
$1billion recommended by 
the UN, the Muhammadu 
Buhari administration took 
just one year to start action. 
The general expectation 
was that caterpillars would 
roar out the next moment 
after the flag-off event at 
Numuu Tekuru Village in 
Bodo, Gokana Local Council 
Area of Rivers State. Con-
tractors from all over the 
world who flocked the Riv-
ers State capital in search of 
juicy contracts have since 
retraced their steps.

During the cleanup exer-
cise, there was a replay of 
that type of jubilation that 
greeted the killing of Goli-
ath, the Philistine warrior, 
by David. The Bible account 
had it that no one, including 
King Saul, expected that Is-
rael’s long years’ of reproach 
would be taken away by un-
experienced boy in warfare.

Former President Good-
luck Jonathan, who hails 
from South South, was de-
rided for not acting on the 
UNDP Report. President 

Buhari was praised to the 
high heavens and dressed in 
flamboyant names and titles 
by the Ogoni people when 
he moved to flag off the 
cleanup exercise. Today, ob-
servers are asking question, 
if the Ogoniland cleanup 
project has joined the nu-
merous other abandoned 
projects by government at 
the centre.

 Instead, the President set 
up the $1billion Fund. Those 
who rushed to peep into the 
Fund said they saw no bil-
lion dollars. It was the con-
tainer, not the content. The 
Minister of Environment, 
Amina Mohammed, had 
explained this in a heated 
interview with three jour-
nalists in Port Harcourt, 
thus: “Well, the $1billion is 
a commitment that SPDC 
(Shell Petroleum Develop-
ment Company) has made 
to providing it. So it is with 
them. What we have done 
now is to set up governance 
structures so that we first 
of all agree on the kind of 
programme that will take 

place, and there is a board 
of trustees that will make 
sure that those resources 
for Ogoni land are for use 
for those recommendations 
the UNEC Report had done 
openly, and transparently. 
Those two boards and coun-
cils will be constituted after 
the flag-off, and then all will 
see how those resources will 
be used.

 “We hope that we will 
have funds manager take 
care of this money because 
$1billion is not going to 
be enough. When we get 
the $1billion we need to 
start the job, but we also 
need to use that to leverage 
on the funding, from the 
budget, from other donors, 
from other opportunities 
around. You will see that 
the structure of the council 
also includes key stakehold-
ers, Ministry of Niger-Delta, 
NDDC (Niger-Delta Devel-
opment Commission). These 
are all key stakeholders in 
the Niger-Delta who are al-
ready investing and spend-
ing money. So we want 

better coordination and co-
herence, and not duplicating 
but actually adding value to 
each other’s investment.”

On actual plan of action, 
she said: “The first set of pro-
grammes is to actually look 
at the emergency response, 
because in many of these 
polluted areas people can’t 
drink the water. The ground 
they till for agriculture is 
poisoned. The toxicity in 
water and plant and the 
food we eat, that’s the first 
thing that we will have to 
deal with. We said where 
people are living, remove 
from the sites that are really 
toxic and then deal with the 
water issue. So, these are 
some of the first things that 
will happen.

“The second is really pro-
viding a baseline to un-
derstand where we should 
start. This is a programme 
that’s going to take 20 – 25 
years, so where do we begin 
the clean up, it’s really im-
portant. You just can’t land 
in one part of the creek and 
say you are starting to clean. 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU
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with them. 
“The third is that a lot of 

training has to be done for 
the work. We want people 
in the Niger-Delta to benefit 
from the clean up, and the 
cleanup will happen in 
different ways in differ-
ent places; water, soil and 
etcetera. So the training 
programme for young peo-
ple will take place, giving 
them skill sets that they 
can b enefit from thos e 
c ontracts that c ome to 
clean up the Niger-Delta.”

Next, the FG went to 
the second stage which 
is setting up the Govern-
ing Council and the Board 
of Trustees of the Trust 
Fund for the Hydrocarbon 
Pol lution Reme diation 
Project (HYPREP) as rec-
ommended by the UNEP 
Report. In August 2016, 
this all important stage 
was executed to bring the 
archite cture for imple-
mentation. The Minister of 
Environment was named 
the chairman of the gov-
ernment board while the 
chairman of the board of 
truste es was name d as 
Wale Edun. Other mem-
bers of the board included 
Minister of National Plan-
ning, Udoma Udoma, Min-
ister of Niger Delta Affairs, 
Pastor Usani Usani, Minis-
ter of State for Petroleum, 
Ibe Kachikwu, National 
Security Adviser, Babagana 
Monguno, Managing Di-
rector of the Niger Delta 
Development Commission 
(NDDC) Nsima Ekere, Man-
aging Director SPDC, Osagie 
Okunbor, amongst others.

Representatives of Ogoni 
Stakeholders on the Council 
include Pyagbara Legborsi, 
Ben Naneen, and two al-
ternatives. Similarly, mem-
bers of the BoT included 
Wale Edun as chairman, 

the Minister of Finance, Kemi 
Adeosun, Minister of state for 
Environment Ibrahim Jibril, 
Minister of State Petroleum. 
Representatives of Interna-
tional Oil companies, IOCs 
included Osagie Okunbor, In-
sula Massim, and Alexis Bobk.

Inaugurating the boards 
at the presidential villa, 
Abuja, President Buhari 
said it was in the fulfill-
ment of the report of UNEP 
submitted in 2011. He said: 
“Today marks another mile-
stone in the commitment 
that this administration has 
made in ensuring the imple-
mentation of the UNEP 
Report in Ogoniland and 
other impacted sites.

“I thank you all for ac-
cepting to serve on the 
Governing Council and 
on the Board of Trustees, 
respectively, of the Hydro-
carbon Pollution Remedia-
tion Project. This is a very 
important endeavour that 
has direct impact on the 
lives and livelihoods of 
our brothers and sisters 
whose environments have 
been severely degraded by 
years of unchecked pollu-
tion from oil exploration 

activities.”
The appointment has 

sparked the expected row 
in Ogoni land as the MOSOP 
has broken into camps, one 
asking for the overthrow 
of the president, Pyagbara 
Legborsi.  A source said 
anyone leader who puts up 
a structure in Ogoni these 
days would be accused of 
collecting cleanup money. 
The suspicion grows deep.

 
Politics
 The UNEP Report is now 

the new war front in the 
endless rerun rancour be-
tween the two warring 
political parties in Rivers 
State. The People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) which 
was in power at the centre 
when the Report was re-
leased, and the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) which 
is now the new ruling party 
at the centre have engaged 
in acrimonious exchanges 
since the past few years.

As Ogoni b e c omes a 
flashpoint in the rerun 
elections ordered by the 
Court of Appeal in 37 states 
and federal seats including 
the three Senate slots, the 

combatants in the endless 
rancour have reckoned 
that any party seen by 
the Ogoni communities as 
fighting for the UNEP Re-
port implementation may 
be the new darling, each 
party has moved to the new 
frontier.

The APC has accused 
the PDP of refusing to help 
the Ogoni since 2011 while 
the PDP is accusing the 
APC of plotting to deceive 
the Ogoni masses with the 
matter. The Movement for 
the Survival of the Ogoni 
People (MOSOP), however, 
seems to indicate who truly 
loves the Ogoni as far as the 
UNEP Report is involved.

The PDP has in turn ac-
cused Ogoni prominent 
son and politician, Magnus 
Abe, of being a clog in the 
wheel of implementation of 
the Report. PDP, according 
to Jerry Needam, another 
Ogoni-born media assis-
tant to the party boss (Felix 
Obuah), views the position 
of Abe on the matter (dis-
sociating self from MOSOP’s 
ultimatum) as “antagonistic, 
betrayal and a clear demon-
stration of his hate and de-

nial of his Ogoni people and 
by extension the suffering 
peoples and communities of 
the devastated Niger Delta 
region”.

 
UNEP Rep ort re c om-

mended actions
 
To government
 Creation of Ogoniland 

Restoration Authority
Creation of Environmen-

tal Restoration Fund for 
Ogoniland

Coordination of multi-
stakeholder efforts

Institutional and regula-
tory reforms

 
To multiple stakeholders
 . Emergency measures in 

drinking water and health
. Rehabilitation of envi-

ronment
. Preventative pipeline 

surveillance
. E nv i ro n m e n t a l  a n d 

health monitoring
. Oil spill contingency 

planning 
To operators
 .Re-visit and where nec-

essary remediate identified 
sites

. Review remediation 
techniques

. Repair, maintain and de-
commission non-producing 
facilities

 To communities
 . Speed up access for spill 

response
. Take proactive stance 

against theft and illegal 
refining

 Conclusion
It has been suggested 

that the Federal Govern-
ment rolls out a timeline to 
implement the UNEP Report 
to enable the people look it 
up like a calendar and know 
exactly where the govern-
ment was. The UN gave 
action plans; the FG should 
fix time for each step to be 
executed. 
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Perspective

Akinrinde Adewale, Sterling Bank Plc, group head, Propositions & Products:  Francis .O. Alaneme, director, Industrial Development De-
partment (IDD), representing Minister of Industry, Trade & Industrial: Victor Fodeke, director, Africa Clean Energy Summit: Solomon Ahile, 
national general secretary, National Association of Barbers and Salon Employers of Nigeria, and Samuel Wara, a professor and dean of 
School of Postgraduate Studies, Covenant University, at the event.

I
n Nigeria at the moment, Micro 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) are struggling on account 
of unfavourable operating envi-
ronment, chief of which is absence 

or epileptic power supply in most parts 
of the country.

But it is believed that if this group of 
persons are provided with alternative 
energy (solar) to power their work sta-
tions, they would positively affect the 
lives of many others.

This was the crux of the inception 
media chat and project roadmap and 
presentation on national solar power 
programme for empowering micro 
small and medium enterprises in Ni-
geria.

In attendance were the Africa Clean 
Energy Summit, Nigeria; Africa Clean 
Energy Group Inc, USA; Always Green 
Power & Systems Limited, and The 
Environment Communications Limited 
which made up the consortium.

Also in attendance was Aisha 
Abubakar, minister of state, Ministry of 
Industry, Trade and Investment, chair-
person of the occasion, represented by 
Francis O. Alaneme, director, Industrial 
Development Department (IDD) in the 
same ministry.

The consortium believes that em-
powering the small business would 
help the Nigerian economy ultimately.

Victor Fodeke, director-general, 
Africa Clean Energy Summit (ACES), 
said Nigeria’s economy may remain in 
recession unless the country begins to 
embark on aggressive production rather 
than continuing as a consumer nation.

“The only way we can get out of 
this recession fast is by production. If 
we produce more and export more, 
we will quickly get out of recession,” 
Fodeke said.

According to him, “The only energy 
that can make the MSMEs to run profit-
ably is sustainable energy. Today, many 
barbers and salon operators can no 
longer make reasonable profit because 
there’s no power to do their job. The 
only hope now is the introduction of 
the Zero Grid Solar Power programme.”

Fodeke noted that unlike the GEN-
COs and DISCOs’ power, solar power 
is sustainable and inexhaustible and 
that the initiative would also address 
climate change challenges affecting 
the country.

“Since this energy comes from sun-
light, there’s nothing limiting us. We 
have taken it upon to solarise Africa,” 
he said.

Samuel T. Wara, a professor and 
dean, School of Postgraduate Studies, 
Covenant University noted that to keep 
tab on the goings on in the world that 
is being controlled by technology, an 

‘Empowerment of small businesses 
can take Nigeria out of recession’
…As consortium pledges to solarise Africa

individual needs constant supply of 
power. According to Wara, to be active 
online, one has to have constant supply 
of power. He also noted that the fact 
that the amount of electricity needed 
by individuals, households and organ-
isations to be productive is not being 
provided, yet costly, there’s the need 
to look to a more “available, affordable 
and accessible” form of energy which is 
the solar energy.

He however, emphasized the need 
for people to know how to use their 
solar packages to avoid overload.

According to him, the salons, barbers 
and others signing on to the agreement 
must ensure that they do not overload 
the systems which, according to him, 
would prove counter-productive. He 
also emphasised the need for training 
on the use of the system.

Adewale Akerele of Sterling Bank 
explained the interest of his organisa-
tion in the alternative energy and the 
bank’s projects in that regard.

“This year, we set aside some funds 
to have a Fair that will focus on alter-
native energy. And we also believe in 
MSMEs. If today we are able to em-
power 17 million entrepreneurs in the 
area of providing power, you will see 
that we are on the way to getting out 
of recession,” Akerele said.

According to him, “Small businesses 

are the way to go. If you empower a 
household, you empower the nation 
and the whole world.”

At the event, the consortium of ener-
gy companies unveiled plans to power 
10 million MSMEs with solar energy.

In her speech read by Alaneme, the 
minister, Aisha Abubakar, restated gov-
ernment’s commitment to providing 
strategic action plans for the diversifica-
tion and growth of the sector.

Abubakar said the country must 
develop a national entrepreneurship 
that would acquire suitable technol-
ogy and build competitive production 
capacities.

According to her, clean energy 
remained critical to the survival and 
growth of small businesses in the 
country, adding that the plan would aid 
actualisation of the Nigeria Industrial 
Revolution Plan (NIRP).

“In implementing NIRP, seven sup-
porting structures of enablers are 
identified for which infrastructure is 
one that is addressing energy challenge, 
therefore, the ministry is partnering 
with the Consortium on this project 
is of importance because consistent 
power supply is critical to the survival 
and growth of MEMEs. Therefore, clean 
energy such as solar power could be a 
right step to actualising the implemen-
tation of Nigeria Industrial Revolution 

Plan,” she said. 
She noted that the country’s unem-

ployment rate may not see reduction if 
efforts are not made to develop entre-
preneurial opportunities and capacities, 
which would lead to national economic 
growth and social wellbeing.

“MSME needs new processes, pro-
cedures and automation of activities 
to be competitive. We must develop 
a national entrepreneurship that will 
acquire suitable technology and build 
competitive production capacities,” 
Abubakar said.

According to her, “It is pertinent 
to note that the adoption of clean 
and renewable energy in Nigeria for 
poverty alleviation, green MSMEs’ 
empowerment for social-economic 
development is an innovation to serve 
both as mitigating factors to effects of 
climate change and energy crisis in 
the country. It is a collective one, and 
that which requires the support of all, 
in the interest of all. Therefore, I urge 
the stakeholders to give support in 
addressing energy crisis as it affects 
socio-economic development, through 
introduction of Zero Grid Solar Power 
Programme for Empowering MSMEs 
in Nigeria, thereby supporting the 
initiative to thrive as a programme to 
boost the development of MSMEs as the 
engine of economic growth.” 

ZEBULON AGOMUO
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N
igeria has been moving 
from one challenge to an-
other. At 56 the country 
has remained a toddler 
and things are moving 

from bad to worse on a daily basis. 
Every sector of the economy is beset 
with lots of trouble. What must be 
done to heal our land since many 
people believe the trouble with Ni-
geria could be spiritual? 

 
The physical is controlled by the 

spiritual. Some people, even those who 
do not belong to any religion believe 
that if they do some sacrifices to ap-
pease their gods, they could achieve 
some form of progress or breakthrough 
in life. If it is so, how much more when 
people sincerely pray to the living and 
Almighty God? My recommendation is 
that there should be a national prayer 
and fasting. They should call for a 
national prayer. I have always said 
this. First of all, the question to ask is 
what brought us to this sorry state? 
Why are we here? The foundation has 
broken. The solution is to rebuild the 
foundation. There were times in Israel 
when people had to fast and pray; put 
on sackcloth because of their national 
sin. The people of Nineveh had to fast 
and pray to avert God’s wrath. I think 
Nigeria is at that point in time when 
it has become very necessary for our 
political leaders to call for a national 
fasting and prayer. I have said it repeat-
edly in the past, am saying it again now 
that that is just the way to go.

 
Some people are calling for the re-

shuffling of the Buhari’s cabinet. Do 
you think there is any need for such 
at the moment?

 
Those who are calling for the re-

shuffle must have followed the per-
formance of the ministers since they 
were appointed into office, and they 
may have felt very unsatisfied at the 
output. I must say that President Mu-
hammadu Buhari should as a matter 
of urgency, reshuffle his cabinet. The 
people he is working with cannot lead 
us to the Promised Land. There must 
be round pegs in round holes which 
is not the case at the moment. People 
are saying that the cost of governance 
is still very high and that government 
has not matched its words with action 
in that regard. Public office holders 
must prune their huge budgets. They 
are telling us to change; the change 
must begin with them. It should begin 
with Buhari; they must deal with cor-
ruption; the culture of lack of main-
tenance must be changed. For me, I 
want the President to put the right 
persons into positions of responsibil-

ity. Government must begin to take 
pro-active and practical steps to delist 
Nigeria from being a consumer nation 
to being a productive country. Again, 
wealth distribution in the country is a 
huge problem that must be addressed 
by government.

 
You have always said that the 

name of Nigeria must be changed for 
things to begin to work well. How did 
you come about that?

 
Nigeria radiates an aura that does 

not work in her interest. It is vibrat-
ing a negative number that is anti-
progress. Like I said, the spiritual con-
trols the physical. Nigeria is vibrating 
a number that does not make it fly. 
We have taken many steps at getting 
out of our predicaments, but we have 
remained where we are, no progress, 
instead we are taking many steps 
backwards. Don’t forget that the name 
‘Nigeria’ (Niger Area) was given by a 
foreign woman (Mrs. Flora Lugard) and 
we have made no attempt as a country 
to change the name. There is power 

in a name. It is not for nothing that 
Abram’s name was changed to Abra-
ham; Sarai’s to Sarah and Jacob’s to 
Israel. What we answer matters a lot.

 
 
There’s so much talk about reces-

sion in the country at the moment. 
Many people are proffering one so-
lution or the other and government 
has given indication to sell off some 
national assets. How do you see the 
recession of a thing?

 
We are talking about recession; does 

President Muhammadu Buhari feel the 
recession? Does any of the state gover-
nors or ministers suffer the effects of 
recession? The answer is no; it is the 
common man that suffers and mind 
you, we are where we are today be-
cause of the mistake of a few. Recession 
by the way is not new. We have been 
in it for many years, I wonder why 
it is now that everybody is shouting 
recession, recession. Nothing is new. 
But it is very unfortunate that we have 
not learned anything from our past 

experiences. People are talking about 
recession today because oil prices are 
down in the international market. But 
what happened to the huge amount of 
money realised over the last few years 
from the sale of oil? It is only the poor 
that bear the brunt of this mismanage-
ment. Does the recession prevent the 
President from eating when he should 
eat; flying in the presidential jets; host-
ing banquets for his visitors or wearing 
good and well-starched cloths? It does 
not. Does it affect the governors from 
living their normal life? It does not. 
But it affects the poor man who can no 
longer provide three square meals for 
his family; cannot pay his house rent; 
pay the children’s school fees; clothe 
his children and take care of other 
necessary things. People are suffer-
ing. Government must roll out policies 
that have human face. But many of 
the government policies are putting 
future of many Nigerians in jeopardy. 
Look at every corner of the country, 
people are agitating for one thing or 

Interview

‘Concerted efforts needed to change 
the pathetic story of Nigeria’
Leonard Umunna, a bishop and overseer of Bible Life Church is a public affairs analyst who 
has been doing so for many years. In this interview with Zebulon Agomuo, Umunna spoke 
about the trouble with Nigeria, the problem of bad leadership, recession; need to overhaul 
President Muhammadu Buhari’s cabinet, among others. Excerpts:

Continues on page 30

Bishop Umunna (l) being presented with a copy of the BusinessDay by the editor Zebulon Agomuo
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‘We’ll partner government in 
the overall interest of society’
Alonge Abraham, the 17th chairman of the Nigerian Society of Engineers (NSE), Ajaokuta branch, in this 
interview with VICTORIA NNAKIAIKE, spoke on the activities of the group, his experience, how he hopes to 
see the association in the nearest future in terms of achievements, among other issues. Excerpts:

Alonge Abraham
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‘Concerted efforts needed to change the pathetic story of Nigeria’
Continued from page 29

the other which is a clear evidence 
that people are not getting what they 
are expecting from government. So, 
when such people see that government 
is not taking care of them or does not 
show interest in their affairs, they look 
away and begin to cause trouble. These 
were the factors that brought about the 
Boko Haram, Niger Delta militants, the 
Biafra agitators, etc.

  
Some people say that our leaders 

help to demonise us in the eyes of 
the outside world by trumpeting that 
Nigeria is very corrupt. How would 
you react to that?

   
I haven’t seen any nation that is 

corruption-free; I have travelled many 
places in the world; I see that there is 
corruption in a very high level out 
there, but when our leaders go out 
there to say that we are bad and all 
that, just to curry favour, they destroy 
the country by so doing. Complaint is a 
sign of helplessness, thinking that they 

A
s the chairman NSE, Ajao-
kuta branch, how has been 
your experience?

l will say it is a privi-
lege, having served the Association as 
Public Relations Secretary, as General 
Secretary and as Vice Chairman, and 
now I found myself in the position 
of the chairman of the Association. I 
count it as a privilege. Over the years, 
as a member of the association, l have 
gathered so much experience. There is 
nothing secret to me in the association. 
And it makes the work easier. That is 
why l found it very easy to work with 
my members of the executive that have 
now; so it is a privilege. And actually, l 
have made up my mind to do my best. If 
there is anything I am thinking of doing, 
it is to build on the exciting foundations 
and to lift the association to greater 
heights.

 
The past chairman left a legacy of 

monthly marathon. What are you doing 
to sustain the legacy?

 
 .In NSE, most of the activities are be-

ing anchored by the vice chairman. The 
issue of the marathon and the activities 
you saw during our Engineering Week 
were the function of the office of the 
Vice Chairman; most of the legacies the 
former chairman is talking about are at-
tributed to the Vice chairman and if the 
same vice chairman is coming to be the 
chairman, automatically there is nothing 
new to him. It is rather to build on it and 
if you listened to our reports at the meet-
ing given by my secretary, there are so 
many things that are new that we have 

will attract sympathy. I tell you instead 
of attracting sympathy they end up 
attracting ridicule. By the way, why 
we are busy talking about corruption; 
things are going wrong the more.

                                                                                
If you are to tell the story of Nige-

ria, how best can you tell it?
 
You see, at Independence in 1960, 

Nigeria exuded high hopes; it had ev-
ery attribute of a progressive nation 
and there were high hopes that the 
country would make a quick progress. 
But today, I can liken Nigeria to an air-
plane that took off and crash-landed al-
most immediately. Since after the civil 
war, Nigeria has not recovered. It has 
always been from one problem to the 
other. If one has to assess Nigeria today 
vis-à-vis other countries in Africa or 
her peers elsewhere, you will discover 
that many countries have left Nigeria 
behind. At least, if you want to asses 
in terms of what is obtainable in other 
countries, Nigeria scores zero. Look at 
sports. See what happened at the last 
Olympics, our able-bodied athletes 

added, like e-mails, whatsapp, e-news
generating technical papers. It is just 

to add to what has been on ground to 
groom the incoming vice chairman so 
that he can fit into the shoes and carry 
out the activities just like l have been 
doing to my immediate past chairman.

And what are some of the challenges 
encountered since you took over the 
mantle of leadership?

 
Of course, l will not say we are fac-

ing any challenge because what we are 
facing is normal routine. And you know 
human being is very difficult to control, 
so automatically, you need to do one or 
two things

 
The debate over government’s de-

cision to sell some assets to cushion 
the effects of the recession is still on. 
Recently, the Presidency gave up two 
aircraft on its fleet for sale. How do 
you see the move?

  
Well, some of the assets are mori-

bund and are more of liabilities to us 
than asset; they need to be sold off any-
way. But there should be no go areas; 
those assets are considered as live-wire 
of the nation, why must we sell them. 
I am sure they want to sell to money-
bags Nigerians who will acquire them 
in addition to what they have already. 
My suggestion is that such prime assets 
can be leased in such a way that we can 
re-buy them not outright sale. Again, 
the timing and reason for selling are 
not good enough. If you are selling to 
eat, you will continue to sell; there’ll be 
no end to selling. Those who sell their 
personal property never get tired until 
everything is gone. Buhari is trying to 
set a dangerous precedent.

not think of what the association will 
do for them rather they should think 
of what they can do for the association. 
And when they do what is right to the 
association, they will benefit from it, 
their children will benefit from it. Many 
people will say am not ready to register 
because l don’t know what l will gain if 
l register. People should not say so; you 
have nothing to lose by registering, but 
you have a lot to gain. The purpose of 
coming together is for us to promote the 
ethics of the profession and to educate 
them. So, if they come in like the issue 
of technical programme is going on, 
there are lots of things they can gain. 
We are told how to solve the problem 
of, say, building collapse; dangers of not 
executing contracts as and when due. 
The major problem we are facing is that 
some of them are not up to date and if 
they mingle with our professional bodies 
they will be up to date and they can get 
over all the challenges besetting them. 
So, I will advise them to come with the 
mind of actually working and the mind 
of ‘what can l sow to help the association 
grow?’

 
What words do you have for the state 

government?

The state government should broaden 
their mind; they should not localise 
their ideas by insisting only on the lo-
cal contractors. They should go for the 
professional. Professionals are educated. 
They have all it takes to carry out their 
projects. They should consult them if 
they can broaden their mind. There is 
a lot to render. There’s a lot the profes-
sionals can do for the state government.

could not do anything, but it took the 
Paralympics to wipe the shame off our 
face. Look at basic things of life, infra-
structure and quality of life, you can-
not get here, whereas the least country 
in Africa is doing better than Nigeria. It 
is all about leadership. Nigeria is mak-
ing a mockery of itself in politics and 
virtually every aspect of life. While 
other countries are progressing, we 
are deteriorating. So, judging us from 
the point of view of where others are 
and where we should be, we are at zero 
level; even Kenya is better than we are 
at the moment.

 
What do you think is responsible 

for Nigeria’s stunted growth?
 
Over the years, all we see are policy 

somersault, inconsistency and rever-
sals. A step forward, two backwards. 
Today, actually, I don’t think that APC 
(All Progressives Congress) is better; 
they are all birds of a feather. Many 
of those who surround Buhari are 
corrupt and do not mean well for the 
people.

to put the other executive members 
on their toes. Some of those coming in 
are doing so just to mark time, get a post 
and all that. Those are some of the chal-
lenges that one has to face. You have to 
talk with them, you have to bring them 
together, you have to allow them to 
know the purpose of coming

into the association and the post and 
by the grace of God everyone is yielding 
and everything is falling in place and l 
know that with this we will go far.

How would you describe the rela-
tionship between the state government 
and your association?

 
Of course, NSE even at the national 

level, we are in partnership with the 
Federal Government; the same thing at 
the state branch level and that is why 
you see us like the other time you saw 
people from the federal university with 
us. We have to collaborate with one of 
the federal ministries in Lokoja. And if 
there is anything we are ready to render 
our technical support and assistance.

And part of our programmes is to get 
to some of the parasatals and make them 
know what we can do. If there is any area 
in terms of training, technical support, 
we are ready to key into it. And we are 
just starting and we intend to visit the 
state Governor, Yahaya Bello, to let him 
know we can partner with him and he 
will know what we are doing at Ajaokuta 
branch.

What advice do you have for the 
newly inducted members?

 
l want to tell them that they should 
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Union Bank launches elite banking 
for  emerging middle class

U
nion Bank, one of 
Nigeria’s longest 
standing financial 
institution, has reaf-
firmed its position as 

the most improved retail bank in 
Nigeria with the recent launch of 
its Elite Banking segment which 
promises a range of personalised 
banking services targeted at the 
emerging middle class.

With the launch of the seg-
ment, the emerging middle class 
now gets to enjoy value added 
banking benefits which are usu-
ally reserved for high net worth 
individuals. Some of these in-
clude an Elite Associate or rela-
tionship manager dedicated to 
them, access to exclusive Elite 
lounges at select Union bank 
branches where they can carry 
out banking privately and Prior-
ity pass cards which among other 
benefits grants them access to 
850 airport VIP lounges around 
the world.

It also includes benefits such 
as accounts with zero mainte-
nance fees, higher interest rates, 
premium discounts on loans and 

American singer T-Pain arrives Nigeria 
for Heineken ‘Live Your Music’ party

A
fter weeks of anticipa-
tion, American singer 
and rapper T-Pain has 
arrived in Lagos, the 

entertainment capital of Africa, 
where he will host the Heineken 
‘Live Your Music’ party on Satur-
day, October 29, 2016 at the Fed-
eral Palace Hotel in Lagos.

T-Pain was announced as the 
host of the first ever Heineken 
‘Live Your Music’ party in Nigeria 
by Sampson Oloche, Portfolio 
Manager, International Premium 
Brands, Nigerian Breweries Plc., 
at a press cocktail for the 2016 
Heineken Lagos Fashion and De-
sign Week held at the Heineken 
House.

The Heineken ‘Live Your Music’ 
party is the official after party for 
the Heineken Lagos Fashion and 
Design Week (HLFDW) which is 
billed to start from Wednesday, 26 
October to Saturday, 29 October.

Heineken, a leader in innova-
tive music experiences as well as 
technology and fashion, will also 

?????

at select local partner stores, and 
an Elite Card which gives them 
automatic membership to the 
MasterCard Platinum program 
for which they enjoy exclusive 
lifestyle offers for travel, dining, 
entertainment and lots more.

Speaking during the launch at 

the Union Bank Awolowo Way 
branch Ikoyi, Dayo Odulate, head, 
Elite Royalty Banking, expressed 
the bank’s intention to continu-
ously provide its customers with 
access to unique banking services 
that fit their lifestyle needs.

“Union Bank recognises the 

thrill music lovers with the fun 
and interactive music ‘Takeover’ – 
wherein people get to choose and 
dance to their own music playlist.

“The Heineken Live Your Mu-
sic party is a party that is bound to 
leave its mark in the memory of 
music lovers,” says Ngozi Nkwoji, 
Senior Brand manager, Heineken. 
She pointed out that the Live Your 
Music party is tailored to give 
passionate music lovers an op-
portunity to enjoy various music 
genres and also take control of 
their music.

“This is a musical experience 
that is unprecedented within Ni-
geria, it will stand as a testament 
that Heineken is a forward looking 
brand with a track record of creat-
ing innovative life experiences for 
her consumers. Heineken ‘Live 
Your Music’ party will create a 
wonderful opportunity for music 
lovers to not only listen and dance 
to music but also live the music 
alongside other music lovers,” she 
said.

need to pay special attention to 
the middle class. From extensive 
focus group sessions with our 
customers, we identified that 
there is a gap in service delivery to 
this class of people in the industry 
and the Elite Banking segment 
has been created to plug that gap,” 

Odulate said.
 According to him, “The Elite 

Banking proposition, ‘It’s All 
About You’, clearly shows how 
we intend to engage with our 
Elite Banking customers. From 
personalised service by dedicated 
relationship managers, to higher 
interest rates on savings and in-
vestments and special discounts 
on loans, we intend to support 
them fully in achieving their life 
goals and dreams”.

Carlos Wanderley, director, 
Retail Banking, assured custom-
ers that Union Bank was build-
ing a retail bank for everyday 
Nigerian.

“The newly introduced Elite 
Banking offer is targeted at hard-
working Nigerians and is our 
way of rewarding all the hard 
work that they do as they strive 
to achieve their personal goals. 
The launch of this segment is in 
line with Union Bank’s objective 
of providing simpler and smarter 
banking solutions and we are 
pleased to present this new offer-
ing to our esteemed customers,” 
Wanderly said.

Power Oil medical team visits Ibadan community

A
s part of the continu-
ous effort to promote a 
healthy lifestyle while 
ensuring that Nigeri-

ans benefit from the heart health 
initiatives irrespective of the 
location, Power oil medical camp 
team visited Moniya community 
in Ibadan on recently to engage 
the residents.

The heart health mission 
initiative is primarily aimed 
at bringing free basic health 
check-up closer to the public 
with the assistance of certified 
doctors, while sensitizing them 
about ways to keep the heart 
functioning perfectly and how 
to maintain a low calories body 
system. 

The campaign is currently 
present in 10 camps, Pan Ni-
geria; Lagos, Abuja, Ibadan, 
Owerri, Onitsha, Port Har-
court, Kano, Kaduna etc.  The 
medical exercise took place at 
the palace of the monarch of 
Moniya community, Ibadan 
in Oyo State, who was also 
present to lend his support 
and encourage his community 
members to take advantage of 
the opportunity.

Speaking at the event, Omo-
tayo Azeez, Public Relations 
Officer of Power oil, said that 
the power oil brand is on a mis-
sion to encourage and enlighten 
Nigerians on the need to embark 
on a periodic medical check-up 
and to bring into the conscious-
ness of every Nigerian the need 
to lead a healthy heart lifestyle. 

“The activation is simply 

to promote healthy living by 
encouraging Nigerians to pay 
more attention to their body 
and be cautious of the quality 
of what they consume in order 
to maintain a healthy heart. 
Because power oil believes so 
much in sustainable CSR proj-
ects, which is why we have 
further extended our outreach 
to the hinterlands and we are 
happy about the huge turnout 
in this community” she said.

Karimu Adigun, the monarch 
of Moniya community, who was 

visibly elated, said such laudable 
health beneficial project of this 
nature had never been brought 
to the Moniya community be-
fore. 

“And apart from the basic 
medical check-up conducted, we 
also have become aware of some 
of the important roles that the 
food choices we make, play in 
determining our health stability. 
I must commend the power oil 
brand for doing a wonderful job 
in putting the wellbeing of the 
public first” he stated.

L-R: Ken Njoroge and Bolaji Akinboro receiving the  ‘Best Payment and Transfer 
Company’ award.

… Monarch lauds health camp project
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Ambode and food security of Lagos state

 Baje is Nigerian first Food Technolo-
gist in the media
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With Akhigbe Dominic

(Contd from Sunday, October 16)

S
imeon Ohirien Ahonsi, pro-
fessor of Urban & Regional 
Planning told the Property-
Logic crew that though he 

had a very humbled upbringing, 
one thing his father did not com-
promise was to ensure his children 
got good and qualitative education 
at any cost to him. He therefore, 
borrowed this leaf from his father. 
His drive is not only to ensure 
Nigerians, irrespective of tribe or 
financial background has a house; 
he also has a burden in his heart 
to ensure children in the Estates 
are sufficiently and adequately 
educated within the comforts and 
safety of his Estate facilities. This 
was his drive and motivation.

After a tour of the educational 
facility which is expected to cater 
for children from crèche to second-
ary school levels; PropertyLogic 

T
h e  r e c e n t  p o l i c y 
s t a t e m e n t  a n d 
resolve by Governor 
Akinwunmi Ambode 
of Lagos State to boost 

food production and ensure food 
security is auspicious. Given the 
high rate of population growth 
projected to hit 30 million by 2025, 
the state has to evolve new methods 
to address the negative impact of 
climate change. The statement 
made by his representative,  Tunji 
Bello, the Secretary to the State 
Government, at  the 2016 World 
Food Day celebration held at 
the Johnson Agidi Agricultural 
Complex, Agege, brings to the 
fore the imperative of finding 
lasting solutions to the challenges 
confronting an ever expanding 
mega-city such as Lagos.

G o o d  e n o u g h ,  t h at  t h e 
governor has identified the need 
to enlighten farmers on modern 
methods of food production and 
engage researchers to adequately 
enhance the state’s food value 
chain. With the adoption of all-
season farming and establishment 
of green houses across the 
state, including the recent one 
established at Iyaafin Vegetable 
Estate in Badagry, the right steps 

are being taken to ensure that 
most Lagosians can boast of three 
square meals per day.

But there is still more to be done. 
To do so, the state government 
must build on the achievements 
of his predecessors, capitalise on its 
areas of strength and restructure 
its geological and ecosystem 
challenges. For instance, Lagos 
State has the smallest land mass 
in Nigeria put at 356,861 hectares, 
about 75,755 hectares of which 
are wetlands. This means that 
food insecurity could pose 
challenges for its government. 
More so, as only 30 percent of the 
169,613 hectares earmarked for 
agricultural activities were being 
put to use.

B e i n g  a  c o a s t a l  s t at e , 
emphasis would naturally be 
on development of aquaculture. 
But this has not stopped the 
government in encouraging the 
farmers to grow crops such as 
rice, maize, cassava, in addition 
to boosting the growth of oil 
palms and c o c onuts.  Over 
the years, farmers have been 
assisted with valuable inputs 
such as fertilizers, pesticides and 
herbicides in addition to greater 
access to mechanised farming 
as the government continues to 
buy more tractors and related 
implements.

O n  f i s h  f a r m i n g  a n d 
aquaculture the government has 

optimised the use of the natural 
endowments to develop industrial 
fisheries, artisanal fisheries and 
aquaculture facilities across Lagos. 
This is meant to address the 
shortfall of about 200,000 tons of 
fish which led Nigeria as a whole 
to import US$700 Million fish and 
fish products in 2009 alone.

The inspiring success of the 
Ikorodu Fish Farm Estate sited 
on a 34 hectare parcel of land 
in Odogunyan, Ikorodu which 
produces 10,000 tons of fish 
every year and is fully subscribed 
is most notable. In an attempt 
to encourage Lagos fisher folks 
through semi-mechanisation, 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
commenced a comprehensive 
training programme on outboard 
engines for fisher folks within the 
fishing communities as a means 
of building up their capacity and 
productivity.

Also, the Ketu-Ereyun Fish 
Farm Estate is located on a 
60-hectare land on the Itoikin-
Epe Road. This was conceptualised 
in response to the success of the 
Ikorodu Fish Farm Estate and 
in a similar manner, has been 
subdivided into 482 plots for 
allocation to interested and 
qualified members of the public. 
Each has capacity for 10,000 tons 
but with additional supporting 
facilities like hatcheries, processing 
and marketing centres.

Lagos state government can 
also optimise its strength in pig 
farming since  Nigeria is one of the 
largest consumers of pork in Sub 
Saharan Africa. The Lagos State 
Government has two pig farm 
estates – the Oke-Aro Pig Farm 
Estate and the Gberigbe Pig Farm 

Estate across 80 hectares of land 
and the overriding goal is for 1,200 
pig farmers to nurture a total pig 
population of over 88,000.

The Gberigbe Pig Farm Estate 
was conceived to complement 
the Oke-Aro Pig Farm Estate as 
a 40-hectare project. There were 
35 pig farmers and just over 3,000 
pigs within the estate. Additional 
investments were made for four 
years to establish more pig pens; 
provide an abattoir; drainage, 
roads; waste management and 
electricity. The old stock of pigs 
was replaced through the setting 
up of an international pig breeding 
centre.

The current administration 
should build on the Agriculture-
based Youth Empowerment 
Scheme (AGRIC-YES). The scheme 
was intended as a social protection 
programme designed to empower 
the youths and train them in 
modern agricultural techniques 
covering vegetable farming, 
poultry, livestock farming, 
aquaculture and basic book-
keeping. Its successful trainees 
are settled in farm estates with 
take-off grants from the Lagos 
Microfinance Institution (LASMI).

In a similar vein, Eko Farmers’ 
Mart was conceived to stock 
and sell fresh farm produce as 
a way of linking up agricultural 
production to the markets to 
ensure that farmers receive a fair 
reward and encouragement to 
increase production. The marts 
sell fresh farm produce from 
locations across the state at the 
most affordable prices under 
a franchise arrangement. The 
government launched the first 
mart in the Alausa Secretariat in 

October 2011.
Another programme that 

should be sustained is the Imota 
Rice Mill set up with a 20,000 
metric ton rice processing and 
milling plant meant to reduce 
dependence on imported rice and 
also create jobs and wealth for 
the people. At optimal capacity, 
the mill provides permanent jobs 
for about 100 individuals while 
an additional 70,000 jobs will be 
created within the value chain in 
harvesting, planting and weeding. 
At least 3,500 hectares rice fields 
are required to provide rice paddy 
for the mill.

The Rice for Jobs Scheme 
was launched in 2008 to create 
jobs for unemployed youths; 
strengthen local capacity for rice 
production, achieve a production 
target of 1,600 tons of paddy per 
annum and facilitate access to 
rice processing equipment. The 
programme positively impacted 
180 farmers within the first 
three years of its take off. As at 
2011 it was producing about 180 
tons of rice. But this is still far 
off from the consumption target 
of 540,000 tons per annum for 
Lagos alone.

 With the setting up of  1,000 
metric -ton capacity high quality 
cassava flour factory, also in Imota,  
the  of 84- hectares of farmland in 
Oshogbo as a  development project  
and   vegetable farming  solely 
dedicated to the production of 
citrus fruits, mangoes, pineapples 
and oil palm, the state is upping its 
ante on the food security status.

Crew decided to engage Mrs. Ahon-
si Rebecca in a short chat. The ebul-
lient but soft spoken proprietress of 
the school told us that her dream 
has always been to contribute to 
humanity in a very enduring level. 
To her; offering an uncompromised 
opportunity for child learning is a 
window for her to serve humanity. 
She therefore, could not hide her 
joy when she discovered that her 
husband aligns with the same line 
of thought. It therefore, was not a 
challenge to hit the ground run-
ning without further ado. She was 
asked how affordable the school 
is, considering the state-of-the-art 
facilities in place backed with the 
very efficient and qualified man-
power we saw on ground. Her reply 
was amazing. She said the husband 
has offered a huge subsidy on all 
facilities. There are also a number 
of windows of scholarship available 
for deserving children. To her, the 
motivation really is not the drive, 

but the satisfaction to see that chil-
dren were giving the best that was 
available in any urban city. When 
she was asked of how she intends 
to retain the very capable hands 
that were working with her to 
ensure a sustained value; she said 
a lot of incentives were already in 
place for the staff; both academic 
and support staff. According to her, 
comfortable accommodation, basic 
scholarship, workshops, training 
programmes and another capacity 
building incentives are available 
for the entire staff. These she was 
sure would further motivate them 
to concentrate and give their best 
to enable the school attain its set 
objective and sustain such in record 
time. She used our platform to ap-
peal to Nigerians to be innovative 
in all they do. She is sure afford-
able Housing and qualitative child 
education can be simultaneously 
pursued without offering one on 
the altar of the other.

This to us is a very ingenuous 
way of tackling what had hitherto 
been an endemic challenge. It fol-
lows very logically in any case. 
Since schools are housed, develop-
ers should always incorporate this 

in their master plans. It takes off 
the agony of parents who have had 
sleepless nights trying to fathom 
ways of abridging the obvious gaps 
this has created in the past.

In the opinion of Dr. Kayode 
Esuola of the University of Lagos; 
an erudite academic and a social 
crusader as well as ardent advocate 
of qualitative child education who 
I also interacted with while com-
piling this report; education is the 
bedrock of any developed society 
and child education is the pillar 
on which that bedrock takes its 
root. Therefore; a system that does 
not systematically encapsulate a 
sustainable strategy for affordable 
child education system is akin to sit-
ting on a keg of gun powder and still 
thinking that all will be well. This 
is an area of residual responsibility 
between the government and the 
governed. When all parties deliver 
in their respective responsibilities 
without shifting blame, the society 
is better off for it. Politicians should 
expunge good, affordable and 
sustainable child education from 
‘promise-and-fail’ list. This is one 
of the few countries in the world 
where early education still gives 
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parents avoidable nightmares. This 
is not consequent upon resources 
scarcity; but squarely a result of 
misplaced priorities. It is therefore, 
not supposed to be a privilege for 
children to be availed quality edu-
cation; it is actually a right. We need 
to get this right. There is nothing 
wrong with the private sector play-
ing a role in this, but it should be a 
choice. If the government institu-
tions are functional and efficiently 
run; the private sector will become 
competitive. Today, we have a state 
of helplessness. You are either able 
to afford it or you are left to the 
anomy called public school. This 
must change in the spirit of change!
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A 
h e a l t h y 
thought life is 
a state where 
one remains 

p o s i t i ve ,  p r o d u c t i ve 
and enthusiastic despite 
threats to peace and se-
curity. In this context, our 
emphasis will be on how 
to imbibe a noble thinking 
life. A noble thinking life 
is a thought life that ru-
minates on things that are 
consistent with noble ide-
als. Issues that border on 
principles of good values, 
generosity, self-esteem, 
integrity and character 
are some of the essential 
attributes of a noble think-
ing life.

The evolution of our 
personality- the formation 
of our character, values 
and principles have its root 
in our thought life from 
where streams of either 
venom or life are released 
into our body systems. In 
the book of Proverbs, Solo-
mon admonishes: “Keep 
your heart with all dili-
gence; for out of it spring 
the issues of life.”

It is obvious that we 
must have threats to our 
peace and security as long 
as we are alive. As long as 
pressures of life subsist, 
they reveal the thoughts 
and inclinations of our 
thought system. These 
threats which define our 
personality and behav-
ioral patterns expose our 
minds to internal conflicts 
to compromise those val-
ues and principles which 
are fundamental to noble 
thinking. You can only 
succumb to these allures if 
you allow your mind to be 
tainted by the moribund 
issues of life. This can lead 
to wrong decision making 
and negative lifestyle due 
to apparent deviation from 
noble thinking. However, 

these threats no matter 
how enormous they are 
can be contained by medi-
tating on things that are 
noble.

O n e  o f  t h e  w a y s 
through which we can 
express a noble thinking 
life is Enthusiasm. Enthu-
siasm makes life inter-
esting. It is the antidote 
to lethargy. It lubricates 
passion to its desired mis-
sion. Enthusiasm supplies 
the audacity of hope for 
that great future you 
want to attain. The de-
cay of enthusiasm un-
leashes a negative effect 
on the dynamism of life. 
You must remain vibrant 
in order to sustain the 
momentum for optimal 
mental and physical ac-
tivity. To curtail the de-
cay of enthusiasm, you 
have to consistently prac-
tice creative and positive 
thinking.

Enthusiasm is thera-
peutic. In the book of prov-
erbs Solomon teaches that, 
“A merry heart does good, 
like medicine, but a broken 
spirit dries the bones.” En-
ergise yourself emotion-
ally by pondering daily on 
the truth that your future 
would be brighter and 
better. Let it never escape 
your thought system that 
your success is sure and 
those noble dreams and 
aspirations you yearn for 
will ultimately come to 
fruition. When your mind 
is flooded with these noble 
thoughts, there is no way 
you can delve into frus-
tration or resentment. No 
matter what happens, do 
not allow the sun to set 
on that hope that enlivens 
your being. Do not allow 
any issue of life to extin-
guish your enthusiasm, 
because when enthusiasm 
wanes, hope diminishes.

 

Excellent life

Towards a healthy 
thought life

C
ontinuing from 
where we stopped 
on our discussions 
on demand model 

marketplace business suc-
cess principles we started 
last week. 

Growth Model: How 
Uber finds customers - In 
less than 6 years, Uber has 
managed to become the best 
example of a city-by-city 
mobile service company 
roll-out. Many generic point-
ers discussed here regarding 
scaling User Acquisition 
efforts for ‘On Demand’ plat-
forms borrow elements right 
from Uber’s playbook.

Let’s try to decode Uber’s 
Playbook and how it plays 
out as it launches in a new 
city or a country: The under-
lying principle here is that 
for every city it launches, it 
faces the same chicken and 
egg problem. The advantages 
that Uber has as compared 
to new startups in this space 
are:

Lot of money to incentiv-
ize both drivers and custom-
ers. Rock solid processes or 
playbooks that have evolved 
through experience launch-
ing Uber in 311 cities till date.

Already known brand 
that gets early curious adopt-
ers - Everything starts with a 
small city launch team. Every 
city has a general manager 
who heads the customer ac-
quisition as well as driver 
acquisition. The first cabs to 
come on board are generally 
professional drivers who are 
already associated with local 
taxi companies and have 
their own cars.

First customers come 
from various local advertis-
ing channels like FM radio, 
newspapers, online advertis-
ing etc. Uber is such a large 
name that people are already 
waiting for the cab company 
to start services in their city.

 Uber Business Model 
Canvas -

 4-step model about how 
Uber works - Uber’s Business 
Model -

Step 1 (Request a cab): 
The first step in the business 
model of Uber is about creat-
ing a demand. People have a 
smartphone app which lets 
them request a cab instantly 
or schedule it for some time 
later.

Step 2 (Matching): As 

soon as the request is made, 
a notification about your 
details is sent to the nearest 
driver. Cab driver has the 
option to accept or reject 
the ride. In case he rejects, 
notification is sent to another 
driver in that area.

Step 3 (Ride): Customer 
can track the cab when it 
is arriving and the ETA is 
also shown to the customer. 
The meter starts as soon 
as the customer sits in the 
cab which can be tracked 
through the customer side 
app as well. Friendly driv-
ers make sure that the ride 
is comfortable for the pas-
senger. 

Step 4 (Payment & Rat-
ing): Once the ride is over, 
customer gets an option to 
rate the driver. Rating system 
is an important part of Uber’s 
business model as it lets a per-
son know about the driver 
before booking a ride and 
helps him trust the driver.

 How and why Uber be-
came so successful: Uber’s 
business and revenue model 
just can’t be stated as com-
plete if this widely asked 
question about Uber’s suc-
cessful journey is not an-
swered. There were certain 
factors that led to Uber’s 
success. Here’s a brief jour-
ney that Uber went through 
when it launched. Similar 
journey can be followed by 
any startup which aims to 
make it as big as uber.  

 The problem with lo-
cal taxis - Earlier, people 
had to stand on the street 
side and wave their hand 
in order to signal a taxi to 
stop. The wait time, the 
inconvenience and high 
rates were a problem for 
everyone. Quite a few 
taxis were available and 
drivers/taxi companies 
used to charge whatever 
they thought was right. 
There was no control on 
prices and people were 
left with no other option. 
Apart from this, the situa-
tion was worse during the 
peak hours as it was quite 
hard to find an empty cab.  

This article will continue 
next week as we discuss fur-
ther the subject in question. 
Send me an SMS/WhatsApp 
message or Call for more 
details and training oppor-
tunities.

Uberising your enterprise - 
How it works: Insights into the 
business & revenue model (3)

With 
Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.lawrence@hotmail.

co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.

Ideas 
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First thing, 
best thing

I
n my sojourn in the 
faith work,  many 
times I have had to 
look at the entire pan-
orama of Christianity. 

It never ceases to amaze me 
the depth of simplicity with 
which God packaged Chris-
tianity. Little wonder Jesus 
said, “learn of me ... and you 
shall find rest unto your 
soul”.  The most important 
demand or need of man in 
life is not money, clothing 
or housing but REST.

After a man is done 
toiling and struggling, his 
sweetest and most gratify-
ing desire is to rest. Every 
day it is becoming increas-
ingly clear that truly God 
loves man. The harbinger 
of all this citation is from 
Matthew 6: 33 (seek ye 
first the kingdom of God...). 
How do you partake of a 
blessing you never knew 
existed? How do you oper-
ate and benefit from an 
environment where direc-
tion and guidance is non-
existent? These and many 
other questions come to 
mind when you look at how 
much man struggles and 
toils and he seems not to be 
able to make headway in 
life. The culprits in all of this 
matter are Christians. They 
are supposed to know bet-
ter, as they are the ones the 
keys of the kingdom were 
glibly handed to. They are 
the one that Jesus suffered 
and bled for on the cross of 
Calvary (though Jesus died 
for the whole world, it is 
only people that appropri-
ate what he did that benefit 
from it). He left His glory in 
heaven and became poor 
so that they can become 
rich. He was wounded so 
that they could be healed, 
many and all other things 
he stood for so that there 
could be perfect exchange 
that makes for rest in all 
sphere of life. Like you will 
bear me witness, it does not 
in any way look like Jesus 
did anything worthy of cel-

ebration or honour in favour 
of the believers. Many that 
he died for are languishing 
in penury, are sick and lame 
through life only because 
of disregard for instruction- 
“seek ye FIRST the kingdom”. 
The kingdom of God is vast 
and many sided, and until a 
man get a good grasp of the 
working of the kingdom of 
God he would grope through 
life. Headed nowhere even 
though he claimed to know 
God (... having the form of 
godliness but denying the 
power therefore ...nothing 
to show for it). Your new 
birth experience made you 
an automatic citizen of the 
kingdom of God with access 
to the vast resources of the 
kingdom willed to YOU. All 
truths are parallel, as you 
were given birth to in the 
physical as new born babe, 
so are you as new born babe 
in the kingdom of God. You 
now know the reason why 
we have many babies in the 
kingdom untrained, unruly, 
disorder and disobedient 
soiling the name of our God, 
throwing tantrums here and 
there. Your access to wealth 
untold, blessing unequalled 
is in the sitting down and 
seeking first the kingdom of 
God and how it operates or 
function. 

This does require pa-
tience, training, practice and 
prayers. With proper adher-
ence to this training pro-
gramme, we come out with 
our MSc (Masters of Circum-
stances) in the affairs of life. 
Truly all the things that the 
world is dying for, clamour-
ing for effortlessly, will locate 
us as their Masters.

This mind-set and pro-
gramming is required in the 
marketplace otherwise we 
fail woefully. Let us all pick 
up our gauntlets as priv-
ileged, purchased people 
and begin to do exploit as 
designed as we do what is 
first- pursuing the kingdom 
of God.

Remain blessed.

With Debo Atiba
Website; www.spiritonomics.org

Spiritonomics
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Vulnerable children ignite emotional feeling 
in guests at launching of OOA FoundationE

motional feelings en-
gulfed many guests 
at the launching of 
Oladiran Olusegun 
Adebutu Foundation 

when five vulnerable pupils 
who are part of the 300 ben-
eficiaries of the foundation shed 
tears while testifying in pathet-
ic voice about their preceding 
conditions.

Andrew John, Shosanye 
Dupe, Fikayo Onigbide,  Ashiru 
Enitan and Jonathan Timile-
hin who were between 5 and 
8 years old wept as tears rolled 
down their faces as they told 
the audience including Federal  
and Ogun State government 
officials, private sector opera-
tors, how they became destitute 
and helpless following  the lost 
of their parents and  very poor 
background. Fikayo Onigbide 
said that her mother suddenly 
became mentally ill and when 
asked her about her father, she 
cried more.

These five pupils and the 
other 295 children are the first 
set of vulnerable children that 
are benefiting from Oladiran 
Olusegun Adebutu Foundation 
(OOA). The Foundation which 
has  a vision to reduce poverty 
among vulnerable children and 
women in Nigeria is set to sup-
port   orphans by way of inter-
vention with increased access 
to quality education, primary 
healthcare, nutrition, social 
welfare and economic strength-
ening through sustainable de-
velopment activities.

Those who spoke at the 
launching of the founda-
tion which craves to stand 

DAniel Obi

The Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye Adewusi (left); chairman, Oladiran Olusegun Adebutu (OOA) 
Foundation, Olusegun Adebutu and chief executive Officer of the Foundation, Kemi Sokenu-
Morris at the formal launch of OOA Foundation in Abeokuta.

see abandoned and vulnerable 
children roam streets without 
formal education. According to 
him, the foundation is his con-
tribution to see Nigeria’s future 
guaranteed and obviate pov-
erty which he believes triggers 
vicious circle.

Speaking at the venue, Kemi 
Sokenu-Morris, CEO of OOA 
Foundation said “as part of our 
efforts, OOA Foundation is re-
shaping and implementing sus-
tainable development activities 
to include poverty reduction, 
zero hunger, increase access 
to good health and wellbeing, 
increase access to quality edu-
cation, create an enabling en-
vironment for gender equality, 
facilitate the provision of clean 
water and sanitation, and stra-
tegic partnership for achieving 
the goals.”

 “On this intervention, our 
mission is to support orphans 
and vulnerable children with 
access to education, health and 
nutrition effectively through 
sustainable development ac-
tivities in Nigeria using a ho-
listic approach. With Poverty 
Alleviation at the forefront of 
our intervention, we are focus 
driven on particularly themed 
activities that can rapidly scale 
up and impact in the short, me-
dium and long term,” she said.

LG trusts OLED TV as new growth 
engine in TV technology

L
G has said that there 
is growing interest 
in OLED TV as it is 
expected to domi-
nate the next-gen-

eration TV market and it’s 
forecasted to emerge as the 
new growth engine in TV 
technology.

 According to LG in a state-
ment, what distinguishes 
OLED TV from other TV 
technologies is that OLED 
has the ability to turn each 
individual pixel on or off. This 
makes backlighting unneces-
sary, which allows for the TV 
to display perfect black and 
an infinite contrast. “There-
fore, OLED TVs can represent 
crisp, nuanced images even 
when tiny objects are placed 
in a dark area. OLED’s deep 
black also serves as the perfect 
medium for colors to be ren-
dered accurately with more 
vibrancy”.

LG management further 
said that OLED technology 
has several advantages and 

with its OLED TV and the 
company is ready to bring 
future display technologies 
to current TV consumers as 
the world’s leading OLED TV 
producer.

From giving the world the 
industry first large sized TVs, 
to the smartest TV interface, 
broadcast compatibility and 
best picture quality, LG’s his-
tory marks it all. With a pro-
jected increase in demand 
for OLED TVs, LG is keen on 
dominating the premium 
4K TV market by increasing 
product supply of its OLED 
TVs, a completely new cat-
egory of television pioneered 
by LG.

 “LG has long been a leader 
in the television market, con-
tinuing to raise the bar with 
its innovative TVs. Since the 
introduction of the com-
pany’s first OLED TV, LG has 
been increasing its commit-
ment to this revolutionary 
technology with each passing 
year. Our concerted efforts 

have fostered substantial 
market potential for this 
latest TV format. Globally, 
this has resulted in a positive 
impact on the sales of OLED, 
and we believe the strong 
potential of the product is 
creating a positive sentiment 
among consumers across the 
world including the Middle 
East & Africa whilst creating 
an enhanced and improved 
viewing experience”, said 
Kevin Cha, President, LG Elec-
tronics, Middle East & Africa 
in the statement.

LG OLED TVs provide an 
unrivaled HDR experience 
with images that look more 
real, with more perceived 
depth and crisper, more vi-
brant colors. By starting from 
perfect black – which only 
OLED can achieve – LG OLED 
TVs are able to produce the 
required light ranges for HDR 
at a lower peak brightness, 
resulting in an exceptional, 
comfortable HDR viewing 
experience, he said.

in addition to being lighter 
and thinner due to lack of 
a backlight, OLED TV’s of-
fer excellent picture quality. 
“Because OLED pixels emit 
light directly, viewing angles 
are much wider, plus colour 
and contrast stay the same 
regardless of viewing angle. 
And because each pixel can 
be turned off individually, 
OLED TVs can do their best to 
deliver an absolute black and 

an infinite contrast ratio. 
“Such technological ad-

vancements in OLED and 
its obvious benefits over the 
existing TV technologies, is 
creating an ideal platform for 
an increased potential in this 
new TV technology while 
expanding the premium TV 
market”.

 Backed by 50 years of expe-
rience in the TV business, LG 
has built a new TV category 

out among foundations com-
mended the vision of the 
foundation. They include Ooni 
of Ife, Adeyeye Enitan Ogun-
wusi who is the 51 Ooni of Ife; 
Ogun State governor, Ibikunle 
Amosun, represented by Sec-
retary to state government, 
Taiwo  Adeoluwa;  Babagana 
Kingibe, former Secretary to 
the federal government; Isaac 
Adewole, minister of Health 

who was represented by Chief 
Medical Director, Univer-
sity College Hospital (UCH),  
Temitope Alonge; Grace Fola-
shade Jackson Ben, a Senator; 
Adebutu Kesington, popular 
called the BabaIjebu who is 
the father of the Chairman, 
Oladiran Olusegun Adebutu 
(OOA) Foundation, Oladiran 
Olusegun Adebutu.

The monarch particularly 
asked the about 100 pupils 
present at the launching to 
pray for the family of Adebutu 

who initiated the foundation 
to assist vulnerable children in 
the society. He believed that as 
the family assists the children, 
God would continue to bless 
them.

Babagana Kingibe who said 
his mother died when he was 
three and his father died soon 
afterwards said he came to 
the event to be an inspiration 
to the children. Kingibe who 
said such children are victims 
of bad governance or conflict 
commended the Adebutu for 
the initiative to intervene in 
their education.

Ogun State government 
promised to partner with the 
foundation in any way possible 
as it believes in the project.

Isaac Adewole commended 
the initiator of the foundation as 
he described it as a demonstra-
tion of patriotism and philan-
thropic gesture for a foundation 
to focus on vulnerable popula-
tion that is often neglected.

The theme of the foundation 
is ‘Leave no child behind’, which 
is a wake up call to stakehold-
ers that they need to plan and 
prioritise investments in the 
Nigerian children who are the 
future of tomorrow.

Chairman of the founda-
tion, Oladiran Olusegun Ade-
butu said he was touched to 



A
s the light 
traffic builds 
into a stand-
still gridlock 
that Monday 

morning, some motorists 
stop their car engines and 
wind down their glasses to 
save fuel and also breathe 
fresh air, though polluted 
by combined fumes of the 
vehicles trapped in the traf-
fic gridlock.

But the noise from 
outside is so deafening that 
some have to wind up again. 
“What are these touts fight-
ing for this early morning 
that we can’t hear again?” 
an occupant of one of the 
trapped vehicles queries.

But on a closer look, the 
aggrieved passenger discov-
ers that the noise comes 
from a newspaper stand 
nearby. That moment, he 
hisses in relief saying; “Free 
readers association”.

Yes, most people that visit 
newspaper stands across 
Nigerian cities, especially 
in Lagos every morning are 
assumed to be people who 
do not have money to buy a 
copy of the dailies, but what 
they read, the issues they 
argue on, the manner they 
argue and the influence of 
such unofficial gatherings 
on their personality and 
thought process are intrigu-
ing.

It is even more intriguing 
to discover that today’s free 

Free-readers:
What do they argue on at newsstands?
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readers comprise almost 
anyone who takes interest 
in argument and can spare 
time at bus stops where 
most of the popular vendors 
display the national dailies. 
From touts, civil servants, 
professionals, illiterates, 
semi-literates to literates, the 
membership of ‘free readers’ 
association is thick. Sports, 
oddity, national issues, 
especially politics, corrup-
tion and now recession are 
shallowly debated by these 
self-acclaimed public opinion 
influencers.

On the periphery, they all 
seem sound, very knowl-
edgeable and excited about 
the various topics they bring 
up for discourse/debate. Of 
course, the regular ‘free read-
er’ thinks by participating in 
daily unsolicited review of 
daily newspapers, he is get-
ting wiser than Solomon and 
hence an authority in every 
field under the sun.

But give it to them, if you 
are not informed, you will be 
carried away by their seem-
ing depth of knowledge, 
insistence on unconfirmed 
facts, and firmness in their 
conclusions that almost 
deceive onlookers in believ-
ing them.   

However, these ‘free 
readers’ seem to know when 
the vendor arrives and will 
not visiat until he displays 
the newspapers for sale, 
which they often do not buy. 
On a typical morning, activi-
ties at the popular newspa-
per stands begins with civil 
servants among commuters 
who while waiting for the 

buses going to their destina-
tions take few minutes to 
glance at the headlines while 
self-employed and artisans 
among them who report to 
nobody normally bring up a 
topic for discussion.

But the activities of these 
ubiquitous ‘Free readers’ 
associations’ are not limited 
to the mornings. They can be 
found in clusters anytime of 
the day around newspaper 
stands; in fact, it works more 
like a ‘shift arrangement’ as 
some are there in the morn-
ings, others in the afternoon 
and some others in the 
evening.

At 5pm on a particular 
Tuesday when most workers 
were on their way home 
from the office, a newsstand 
at the popular Alhaji Masha 
Road in Surulere (under the 
flyover bridge), Lagos, hosts 
a handful of men (various 
ages) who gather and were 
looking at the papers. Sud-
denly, one of them says, “Do 
you know the most power-
ful people in Nigeria? It is the 
Delta State people. They are 
the ones who dictate what 
happens in this country. The 
government is even afraid 
of them”.

To which another quickly 
retorts, “What are you talk-
ing about. That is not true. 
The Delta people have been 
quiet and all they do is drink 
alcohol from morning till 
night.”

Another of the free read-
ers joins the conversation 
saying that Biafra is the only 
solution to Nigeria’s myriad 
of problems. He starts ram-

bling about the Biafran war, 
those who were betrayed, 
how they were betrayed and 
who betrayed who.

At this point, their voices 
were loud, attracting more 
passers-by who want to 
know the cause of the argu-
ment.

By this time the crowd 
increases to 25 men from 
different walks of life, some 
casually dressed, some well 
suited, all excitedly airing 
their point of views at the 
top of their voices. Without 
conscious effort the gather-
ing divides into smaller 
groups, each discussing 
different topics of interest. 
While some were inter-
ested in politics, others were 
interested in the latest sports 
news and others rehash old 
topics that they feel should 
be on the front burner.

Interestingly, there were 
different vendors who 
operate there but were not 
part of the discussion at all; 
they were busy looking 
out for customers, some of 
whom pull up in their cars 
and honk to get the vendors’ 
attention. The vendors are 
conversant with their regu-
lar customers; so they grab 
the newspaper/magazine 
they know the customer de-
sires, rush to the cars to make 
their sales. Each vendor has 
his own customers and so 
when the cars pull up, they 
alert which ever vendor the 
customer desires and he goes 
to his sale.

After about 20 minutes of 
watching their interactions 
at the newsstand, one of the 

vendors who starts packing 
up his wares, dismisses the 
discussions and arguments 
with a wave of the hand 
because according to him, 
“These people are just taking 
Panadol for someone else’s’ 
headache.”

But while many visit 
the newsstands to glance at 
national dailies and argue 
further on issues raised in 
the newspapers, Dapo  
Adeyinka visits newsstand 
at Mokola junction, Ibadan 
in Oyo State for information. 
The young graduate searches 
for job openings and vacan-
cies to apply.

Besides Mokola, news-
stand at Iwo, Ojoo, Ring 
Road and UI Gate often host 
graduates both male and fe-
male who sometime pay the 
vendors between N50 and 
N100 to read all the papers in 
search of job vacancies.

Chukwudi Abraham 
loves visiting the newsstand 
at Mokola Bus Stop in Ibadan 
because of the depth the 
discussants bring to football 
argument. “Football is usu-
ally the topic that is most 
discussed here. The guys 
here have a way of replay-
ing the matches played in 
the previous day; argue 
about a goal scored, goal not 
scored and the players. It is 
fun hearing them though 
I hardly contribute to the 
arguments”.

At Mile 2 bus-stop in 
Lagos, the argument is mild 
as the people freely discuss 
the various headlines on 
the newsstands for the day. 
However, there seems to be 

two classes of newspaper 
vendors and free reader-
ships. When the vendors 
participate in the discussions 
or arguments, the readers are 
seen in their large numbers. 
But, for vendors who do not 
allow the free readers to 
touch their papers let alone 
turn the papers to view 
some of the inside pages, the 
readers are few in number, at 
most five.

However, story on 
corruption and the govern-
ment’s anti-corruption fight 
were the most discussed 
issues by most free readers at 
Mile 2, and Maza Maza bus 
stops followed by football 
particularly by the younger 
generations. One revelation 
at most newsstands is that 
the readers appear very 
passionate about the state 
of the nation in general, 
particularly the level of pov-
erty, government’s apparent 
hopelessness, the economic 
recession and the way the 
government is pursuing its 
anti-corruption fight.

While the issues they 
discuss may not matter to 
those who do not visit such 
newsstands, the reality is 
that these ‘free readers’ have 
come of age and are now 
better described as a morale 
court of public opinion.

Some of these commen-
tators already mould and 
shape public opinions in 
their various communities 
therefore, their views are 
usually taken as authorita-
tive and final by those who 
listen to them in the various 
newsstands that they visit.



I 
was born into a nomi-
nal Christian fam-
ily. My parents were 
civil servants. While 
my father rose to the 

level of director in one of 
the Federal ministries, my 
mother retired as a school 
principal.

But while other col-
leagues of my father were 
busy amassing wealth, 
building estates, buying 
fleet of cars for themselves 
and their children and 
sending their children 
abroad, my father insisted 
that he would not compro-
mise his integrity.

He had only one ve-
hicle and a bungalow that 
served as family house in 
Mushin part of Lagos State. 
He however, managed to 
send all his children, six of 
us, to good schools. Upon 
his retirement, life was 
tough for us. All those he 
had helped while in ac-
tive service turned their 
back on him. But one thing 
he never played with was 
our education. Today, to 
his credit, two are medical 
doctors, one is a lawyer, 
two are engineers, and 
one is a high flier in an oil 
company.

What prompted this 
story were the events that 
took place shortly before 
and after the demise of 
our father. One fateful 
morning, our father sum-
moned us to his bed side, 
admonishing us to always 
remember to be the light 
wherever we found our-
selves. He said life was 
not about earthly acquisi-
tions as such things were 
ephemeral.

He advised us to be 
upright and be contented 
with whatever we had. He 
said we must deal with fel-
low humans with the fear 
of God. When he was done, 
I said, ‘Daddy, thank you 
for your admonition. But I 
am not ready to live a life 
of penury like you did if I 
have half the opportunity 
you had.’ I was very embit-
tered and I did not hide my 
feeling. My other siblings 
were shocked at my vitu-
perations. I am the number 
two of my parents’ chil-
dren. That very week, our 
father passed on, leaving 
behind no worthy physical 
inheritance.

One year after, I saw a 
vacancy advert in a news-
paper, calling for applica-

interview will not con-
tinue. We have found the 
candidate.’ He explained to 
them how my father had 
been instrumental to his 
progress in life. How my 
father gave him a job many 
years back when others 
disqualified him unjustly.  
He said the most tragic 
thing to him was that he 
lost contact with my father 
and tried all he could to 
have the opportunity to 
say ‘thank you’ to him. He 
told the panel how my fa-
ther had been an epitome 
of integrity and an incor-
ruptible man.

 “If our candidate is 
truly the daughter of the 
man I knew, our company 
would be the better for it.’ 
With his testimony of my 
father, he convinced every 
single person on the inter-
view panel. They all con-
gratulated me and wished 
me luck, even when the 

appointment letter had not 
been given to me.

I was invited to the 
office two days later to 
pick my letter and I near-
ly fainted when I read 
through it- the fantastic 
salary and other perks of 
office, including an official 
car and a driver. I must 
state here that I never dis-
cussed salary on the day 
of interview; everything 
was fixed by them and it 
turned out to be great.

That was how I landed 
a job as a manager in one 
of the choicest firms in the 
country. I was to head the 
Human Resources Depart-
ment of the company.

It is about seven years 
now I have been work-
ing with the firm. Within 
this period, I had been 
entrusted with higher 
responsibility from time 
to time. I have also gone 
on several conferences 

within and outside the 
country. Moreover, I have 
also upgraded myself in 
terms of academic and 
professional qualifications. 
Whereas I was not able to 
school abroad during my 
undergraduate and gradu-
ate days, I have had to do 
some professional courses 
in some choice universities 
in the United Kingdom and 
United States.

Today, I go on annual 
holidays with my family in 
any part of the world we 
choose to go. Life has been 
grand. But in all of these 
years, I have not stopped 
crying and regretting my 
harsh words to my father 
on his death bed. I have 
now come to realise that 
he refused to follow the 
fast lane in our own inter-
est. He chose rather to in-
vest in our education than 
to build mansions and go 
in fleet of cars. He invested 

‘My father died wretched, I’m 
now reaping the fruit of his integrity’

in his integrity and we are 
reaping it today.

You know what? I 
happen to know two col-
leagues of my father who 
chose the fast lane, built 
estates, married many 
wives and sent their chil-
dren overseas for studies. 
Today, calamities are the 
best description for the 
agonies the families are 
passing through. Those 
children who were sent 
abroad then, some were 
repatriated for doing drugs 
while some that are still 
there have no reasonable 
means of livelihood.

I regret my attitude to-
wards my father, but I can-
not roll back the hands of 
the clock now. All I prom-
ise him is that I will keep 
up the legacy of integrity 
and his simple lifestyle 
by ensuring that my good 
name will outlive me just 
like his.

NENE AMUTA

ThisLife
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tion to fill the position of 
Human Resources (HR) 
manager in an oil com-
pany.

Although I had the req-
uisite qualification, I never 
imagined that I could get 
the job because I felt other 
people would use ‘long 
leg’ to block my chances. 
Before then, I had jumped 
from one job to another 
despite my good qualifica-
tions and competence.

On the day of the inter-
view, a fairly old man was 
on the interview panel 
and when I walked in and 
sat down, I was told to 
introduce myself. As I did 
so, the elderly man said, 
‘stop please’. I was afraid. 
I thought something had 
gone amiss and I began 
to develop goose pimples 
almost immediately.

He asked: “Is your own 
Adedeji the same as so, so 
and so person?’ He men-
tioned my father’s name 
and I said, ‘yes Sir’ in an 
unsteady and agitated 
voice. He took my CV 
and read through and 
announced to other 
members, 

‘Ladies and 
gentlemen, am afraid the 



Expect God’s special turnaround 
for 2017, Cleric assures Nigerians

N
igerians have been ad-
vised to expect divine 
turn-around as the year 
2016 gradually comes to 
an end, with assurances 

that 2017 will bring better tidings.
The year 2017 is regarded as a year 

to ‘GO’ into the next level and achieve 
what either have been difficult or 
termed impossible. John Oluwaranti 
Oni, senior pastor of DayGlory Prayer 
Gospel Ministry, Lagos, has said.

Speaking at a press conference 
for the 10th annual convention/
founder’s day celebration of the min-
istry in Lagos, Oni said God has given 
the marching order that Nigerians 
should move forward from whatever 
position they are presently to a high-
er ground.

The ministry started with Shiloh 
hour on 4th November 2006 which 
is a prayer ministration to help people 
with spiritual challenges.

According to him, God gave the 
theme of the convention as ‘GO’ with 
the assurance that He would take Ni-
gerians to the next level “from poverty 
to prosperity, weakness to strength, 

The Worshippers

failure to success.”
Also speaking at the press confer-

ence, Shina Ajiboye, a pastor, said the 
ministry has been given hope to the 

hopeless since it started 10 years ago. 
According to Shina, the anniversary is 
unique to the ministry because on 4th 
November 2006, God gave them the 

vision to start a non-denominational 
prayer group which “to the glory of 
God is a full gospel ministry today”.

Speaking further, Pastor Shina said 
the year 2017 is the year to enter into 
the rest of God to break every strong-
hold of the enemy.

The anniversary will be starting 
with a special crusade today, Sunday 
30th October by 6pm. On Friday 4th 
November, a special Shiloh hour will 
be held to commemorate the 10th an-
niversary of the ministry at the Church 
auditorium in Ojodu, Lagos.

At the evening of Friday 4th No-
vember an all night prayer vigil will be 
held with the theme ‘Night of Encoun-
ter’ by 11pm, and according to Pastor 
John, people should come expecting to 
receive God’s special attention at the 
all night encounter.

The anniversary will be brought to 
a close on Sunday 6th November with 
a special thanksgiving service by 7pm 
to celebrate God’s faithfulness to the 
ministry since 2006 till date that He 
gave the mandate to Prophet Oni.

The convention and founder’s day 
will feature salvation from sin, deliver-
ance from satanic bondage, breaking 
of evil yoke, and freedom from satanic 
oppressions.
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StorieS by Seyi John Salau

N
igerians hoping for a rapid eco-
nomic turnaround has been 
advised to look beyond hu-
man capabilities and put their 

faith in God for economic recovery as 
the nation’s economy struggles with the 
current rise in inflation, FX shortage 
and recession.

Faith in God and fervent prayer were 
identified as key instruments that can 
help turn the economic fortune of Nige-
ria around in the shortest time. 

Emmanuel Chukwuma, guest 
speaker at the El-Shaddai Bible Church, 
Omole Phase 2, Lagos 2016 Convention, 
and state pastor in charge of Ondo and 
Ekiti State said people should take their 
mind away from man and focus on the 
Almighty God, the El-Shaddai.

According to Chukwuma, for the first 
time the name ‘The Almighty God’ ap-

peared when God revealed Himself to 
Abraham to remind him of His promises, 
saying He is the Almighty God, meaning 
the El-Shaddai, the all sufficient God.

 “Man may have good intention but 
lacks the capacity or ability to bring to 
pass, particularly if it is a spiritual issue, 
except it is also addressed both spiritu-
ally and physically,” the cleric said.

Speaking further, he opined that Ni-
geria’s economy appears to be under 
spiritual attack and therefore, demands 
urgent spiritual intervention from the 
spiritual leaders in the country through 
prayers.

“It is only logical to reach this conclu-
sion looking at the way the economy has 
nosedived in less than two years to what 
it is currently facing in terms of reces-
sion,” he said.   

Godfrey Emmanuel, host pastor of 

El-Shaddai Bible Church, Omole Phase 
11, said: “This convention has been awe-
some, God gave His word and His ab-
soluteness cannot be measured. God 
revealed Himself to Abram, changed 
his name from Abram to Abraham and 
needed nobody to introduce Him be-
cause nobody has the capacity to intro-
duce Him”.

“In this convention, God in His great-
ness and sovereignty came by Himself to 
introduce in His full capacity and three 
three days we have seen it”, he said.

Speaking on the theme, Godfrey 
said in “Genesis 17: 1-8, God appeared to 
Abram and changed his name to Abra-
ham; don’t forget that before that time 
God had already called Abraham ecclesi-
astically to come out of his kindred  and 
promised him that He was going to give 
him a land flowing with milk and honey, 
and it never materialised. God promised 
him the child of His covenant but until 
the ‘I am that I am’, the Almighty intro-
duced Himself as the sovereign being 
unto Abraham and changed his name 
from Abram to Abraham, Isaac was not 
a reality”.

“Chronologically by age, 99 percent of 
his life was already gone only one per-
cent was left when God appeared unto 
Abraham and proved that He was the 
one that created the human body and 
when he introduced Himself to Abra-
ham by changing his name, he indeed 
became a father of many nations. That 
is the revelation that came to us that God 
remains,” he further said.

The experience at the convention, ac-
cording to some of the participants, can 
best be described as awesome because 
“of the manifestation of God’s power in a 
new dimension.”

Economic recovery: ‘Look beyond human capabilities’

Hilltop Christian Centre’s conven-
tion Nov 1
Hilltop International Christian 
Centre, Port Harcourt, Rivers State 
will be hosting the Toplife Interna-
tional Convention 2016 starting on 
Tuesday, November 1, 2016 by 5pm 
at the church auditorium.

Daystar’s excellence confab Nov 2
Daystar Christian Centre’s Excel-
lence in Leadership Conference 
with the theme ‘Maximise Your 
Influence’ will hold from Wednes-
day, November 2 and Friday, No-
vember 4, at the church premises 
Oregun, Lagos.
 
Lagos Bible confab for Nov 3
2016 Lagos Bible Conference with 
the theme ‘The Unknown God’ will 
hold on Thursday, November 3 at 
the Living Word Camp, along the 
Lekki-Epe Expressway after Ibeju-
Lekki, Lagos. Transportation, ac-
commodation and feeding are free 
for students.
 
Prophetic Release conference
Prophetic Release Conference 2016 
holds at the Jogor Centre, Ibadan 
starting on Thursday, November 3, 
by 9am to 5pm daily. The convener 
is Apostle Olufemi Ajayi with the 
theme ‘Revelation’.
 

Upcoming 
Church events



TechCulture
38 SUNDAYBD C002D5556 Sunday 30 October 2016

CHIMA MICHAEL OLERU

The new MacBook Pro — Design, 
Performance and Features — Apple

A
pple has just an-
nounced its latest 
generation of Mac-
book laptops. In the 
week that marks the 

25th anniversary of the com-
pany’s first notebook, Apple is 
trying to redefine the modern 
notebook again with the intro-
duction of a new “Touch Bar” 
secondary display above the 
keyboard.

The new Macbook features an 
all-new design and redesigned 
components. The aluminum 
body is metal on all sides. It 
comes in 13-inch and 15-inch 
models in silver and space gray.

Both versions are thinner 
and a half-pound lighter than 
their previous generation coun-

terparts. The 13-inch is 23% 
smaller in volume and weighs 
just 3 pounds. The 15-inch is 20% 
smaller and weighs 4 pounds.

The Force Touch trackpad is 2 
times as big as the previous track-
pad, giving you a lot more room 
for navigating and for gestures.

Where function keys used to 
exist is now the main new fea-
ture of this new Macbook line: 
it’s called the “Touch Bar,” and 
it’s a touch-sensitive secondary 
Retina display. Touch Bar is ap-
plication specific, so it puts vari-
ous tools at your fingertips as you 
navigate between various apps.

 If you need the standard sys-
tem function keys, simply hold 
the Fn button and you’ll see the 
keys show up as buttons in the 
Touch Bar.

While using the Photos app, 
you can view a photo in full 
screen on your main display 
while navigation is put at your 
fingertips through the Touch 
Bar. Swipe through photos, play 
videos, and drag through videos 
directly from the Touch Bar. Edits 
and adjustments can be made to 
photos just by touching and drag-
ging various controls and sliders 
in the Touch Bar.

In Photoshop, the Touch Bar 
combines with the keyboard and 
trackpad to create a natural way 
to edit photographs. The Touch 
Bar changes to show just the 
controls you need for each tool 
and task.

Resizing tool sizes is as easy as 
dragging a slider across the Touch 
Bar. In addition to multi-key key-

board shortcuts, the Touch Bar 
puts things behind single buttons 
available at your fingertips.

The Touch Bar also means you 
can select colors with your left 
hand while painting those col-

ors onto a photo with your right 
hand on the trackpad.

For more customization, 
there’s a menu for customizing 
your Touch Bar so that it displays 
just the tools you need. Drag the 
buttons down past the bottom of 
your main display to see it pop up 
in the Touch Bar.

The display of the new Mac-
book is the “best display ever,” 
Apple says. It’s 67% brighter, has 
a 67% higher contrast ratio, and 
displays 25% more colors. And it 
consumes less power.

 Other features in the new 
Macbooks include Touch ID for 
logging in and switching users 
with fingerprints, a dedicated Siri 
key, a superfast SSD, a revamped 
cooling system for quieter op-
eration, new speakers that are 

smaller yet louder, Intel i5/i7 
dual core processors, Intel Iris 
graphics, 4 versatile Thunderbolt 
3 ports, and 10 hour battery life.



T
he new body of work 
produced by Ade Ad-
ekola,  an archite ct 
turned conceptual art-
ist, starts conversations 

on culture, contemporary art, Ni-
gerian history, cultural heritage, 
and much more.

To take one look at Ade’s art-
works; is to understand and 
appreciate their significance. Al-
though visually vibrant and filled 
with colour; their significance lies 
more in what Ade calls the works 
payload; its content, subject mat-
ter or narrative. His subjects in-
clude a commemorative piece on 
the Civil War quizzically named: 
“Flags and Conflicts - Belligerents 
and Insurgents”; a nod to Nigeria’s 
lost cultural statues and artefacts: 
“Yesterday, today: Bling your 
heritage, pimp your Culture”; and 
patterns derived from traditional 
Nigerian Aso Oke cloth: “Stripes 
and Weaves”. Despite the his-
torical nature of the subjects, it is 
inspirational to see a visual pre-
sentation that is distinctly fresh, 
and certainly of its time.

Ade defines art as “any object 
with a significant cultural pay-
load”, a definition that reveals 
the purpose behind his process 
of creation. It is arguable that 
embedding objects with cultural 
payloads is necessary in an age 
of image ubiquity, where hyper 
stimulation and visual distraction 
has reduced our potential to hold 
on to the important aspects of an 
art work. Traditional values are 
fragmented and have become 
amorphous too, so working with 

Arts
Art that sparks conversations

OBINNA EMELIKE

historically significant material 
make sense to him. Ade clearly 
sees taking charge of contempo-
rary arts and culture as a neces-
sity for both our psychological 
and political health and national 
vulnerabilities. It is said that, it 
is culture and the arts that we 
stay alive for despite our noble 
pursuits of functional disciplines, 
like medicine or business which 
are only necessary to sustain life. 
Other pundits have added that; 
“Art is a necessity - an essential 
part of our enlightenment pro-
cess. We cannot, as a civilized 
society, regard ourselves as being 
enlightened without the arts” 

and “without arts and culture… 
society, even when perfect, is 
but a jungle. This is why any au-
thentic creation is a gift to the fu-
ture”. Ade’s gifts to the future are 
definitely his innovative hybrid 
photographs; they are gifts that 
keep on giving.

Ade’s hybrid photographs are 
intricate constructions that lead 
the viewer’s eye to be captivated 
by their details. The eye lingers 
over a detail or two and then 
settles down to digest the whole; 
at each step peeling away layers 
to extract the works’ payload, 
its narrative. His narratives are 
unique, evident by ability to, for 

instance, turn everyday Nige-
rian scenes into, meaningful and 
thought provoking metaphors.

Ade’s body of work reveals an 
overarching statement. He is re-
defining and in some cases, shap-
ing contemporary Nigerian visual 
culture. He makes new narratives 
from traditional cultural scenes 
and motifs. By reinterpreting the 
past to create contemporary ob-
jects, he provides novel referenc-
es, which create legacy artworks 
that make statements about a 
society in flux. His approach helps 
tell our individual and collective 
stories. Whether we like it or not, 
according to Dr Brene Brown, a 
change expert; “When we deny 
our story, it defines us. When 
we own our story, we have the 
power to write our own brave 
ending. When we deny our his-
tory, it defines us. When we own 
our history, we have the power 
to change the present and the 
future”.  Ade’s work documents 
and interprets that history that 
must be owned by present and 
future generations. It provides a 
means of changing our present 
perceptions and by inference our 
future destiny”. The works typi-
cally present a contrast (i.e. the 
dichotomy of tradition vs moder-
nity; heritage vs culture; artefact 
vs art); thereby allowing viewers 
the opportunity to engage in 
dialogue, and as they deem fit, to 
spark the conversation.

His works are contemporary 
and unique; they deliver a com-
plementary cultural statement to 
the rich legacy of Nigerian artistic 
productions.
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Easing stress of recession with richer TV content

T
he word ‘recession’ has 
not only crept into the Ni-
gerian lexicon, it has also 
caught on with everyone, 
including children. It does 

not matter if they fully understand 
its meaning or its implication on their 
wellbeing. As far as people are con-
cerned, recession is the reason they no 
longer enjoy some of the little luxuries 
they are used to. It is the reason they 
have to make smart choices when it 
comes to goods and services.

Regardless of the current economic 
challenges on people and commerce, 
some businesses are still forging ahead 
and the strategy is simple: customers 
first. By continuing to offer customers 
value, a win-win situation is availed 
all parties. Organisations that have 
adopted this approach seem to be 
shielded from the recession. For them, 
keeping the customer at the heart of 
the business is key to success. One 
of such organisations is MultiChoice, 
owners of DStv and GOtv.

MultiChoice said it is committed 
to ensuring its customers enjoy great 
home entertainment at an affordable 
cost, more so in this period when peo-
ple are more concerned about the basic 
necessities of life. DStv revamped its 
Compact bouquet and increased the 
channels to 96. In addition, subscrib-
ers of the bouquet were availed some 
of the world’s best football leagues 
matches, box office movies, among 
other entertainment channels, for as 
low as N6,000

Football pundits have postulated 
that regardless of their economic 
condition, football lovers will walk 
miles to a viewing center to watch the 
European Champions League matches 
and those of other elite European 
leagues, such as the English Premier 
League and the Spanish La Liga, just 
to feed their passion. Odion Ighalo, a 
Nigerian international who plays for 
Watford FC in the English Premier-
ship in England, testifies to this. Ighalo, 
after putting pen to paper as Multi-
Choice Ambassador, said that before 
he sojourned to Europe, he would 
walk long distances just to watch his 
football idols play for their clubs at 
DStv viewing centers.  This fuelled his 
dream of playing for his favourite club.

Odion Ighalo, whose story is quite 
inspiring, was the natural choice to 
spear-head the Live Your Dream 
Campaign, a project that encourages 
young people to live their dreams re-
gardless of the economic or social 
challenges they are faced with. As a 
way of inspiring many people, Mul-
tiChoice drastically reduced the price 
of its DStv Explora and HD Zapper 
decoders from N71,000 and N15,900 
to N30,000 and N12,500 respectively. 
These price reductions received wide 
acclaim. With the Explora for instance, 
subscribers on the Compact and Com-
pact Plus bouquets are able to keep 
abreast of their favourite programmes 
on CatchUp, whether they are home 
or not, a service which used to be ex-
clusive to only Premium subscribers.

Undoubtedly, MultiChoice has 

proven that customers are indeed at 
the heart of its operations. In April 
2016, the company announced it was 
putting a freeze on subscription rates. 
The decision brought relief to sub-
scribers who were increasingly get-
ting agitated on the market-induced 
hikes in subscription rates across other 
markets in Africa.

Speaking on the price freeze, John 
Ugbe, MD, MultiChoice, said that it 
demonstrated the company’s commit-
ment to ensuring all DStv customers 
receive great value and more variety 
for less. “This major boost in entertain-
ment value across all DStv bouquets 
demonstrates our commitment to 
ensuring DStv customers receive great 
entertainment and best-in-class value.  
The price reductions in our state of 
the art decoders – Explora and HD 
Zapper – will ensure that great family 
entertainment is available to everyone 
at the most affordable price. We are all 
living in tough times – and while the 
everyday costs of food, water, power 
and fuel are increasing at an alarming 
rate, we recognize that there is still a 
need to take time to escape and relax 
with the family at home to enjoy qual-
ity and entertaining programmes from 
movies to sports, series, documenta-
ries and a whole lot more.”

Customers asked for more value 
particularly subscribers of the lower 
bouquets. In the interest of the cus-
tomers, MultiChoice responded with a 
new campaign which promised more 
channels, more entertainment with no 
price hike whatsoever. Over 20 chan-
nels were moved from the Premium 
bouquet down to the other bouquets. 

Beginning with the Compact Plus 
bouquet, it was revamped with 11 
channels brought from the Premium 
bouquet, while the Compact bouquet 
got an additional six new channels 
also from the Premium bouquet. The 
Family bouquet got upgraded with 
six new channels while the Access 
bouquet got four additional channels 
with a variety of content.

In addition to these compelling of-
fers, MultiChoice made the DStv Box-
Office service available to all bouquets 
and introduced the Green Button sale 
where with the touch of the green but-
ton on the decoder’s remote, subscrib-
ers can easily rent movies for as low as 
N286, as against the former rental cost 
of N400. The Premium bouquet offers 
the ultimate TV experience and was 
further boosted with three additional 
HD channels. As an added bonus, a pop 
up channel was introduced in celebra-
tion of 30 years of entertaining Africa, 
via M-NET movie channels. The chan-
nel will provide non-stop entertain-
ment to subscribers showcasing clas-
sics from Hollywood, Bollywood and 
Nollywood including movies, comedy, 
Harry Porter adventures, James Bond 
classics, documentaries, among others. 
These offers cannot be compared with 
anything in the market now.

MultiChoice’s DStv has raised the 
entertainment bar very high. Through 
the decoder boxes, subscribers can get 
to watch new movies from the top 
three entertainment movie industries: 
Hollywood, Bollywood and Nolly-
wood, as soon as they are released 
commercially. ZeeWorld, Telemundo, 
Eva and Eva+, and the telenovela, 

40 SUNDAYBD C002D5556 Sunday 30 October 2016

comedy and drama series on Africa 
Magic, which boast of up to eight Af-
ricaMagic channels have deepened 
the offer from DStv, attracting diverse 
audiences. MultiChoice can also be 
adjudged the leader when it comes 
to music because DStv boasts of over 
four music channels showcasing music 
from around Africa and the world.

Perhaps one of the most attrac-
tive offers is the ability to follow 
popular football teams and elite league 
matches all over the world. With the 
new DStv value offer, football lovers 
will be getting more value as some of 
SuperSport channels that air these 
matches have been brought down to 
the lower bouquets. Nigerians follow 
football, particularly the EPL and La 
Liga with so much passion which is 
evident in the sheer number of people 
that throng to viewing centres on 
match days. Bringing the matches 
down to the lower bouquets which 
were hitherto enjoyed exclusively by 
Premium bouquet subscribers, is a step 
in the right direction.\

DStv is peerless in the industry 
when it comes to providing captivat-
ing documentaries for subscribers, 
covering a wide array of subjects 
including history, government, art, 
legends, wildlife, among others.

Indeed, recession is a time for cut-
ting down on luxuries and making 
smart choices. Kudos should be given 
to MultiChoice for ‘taming’ recession 
with additional value being offered 
to customers and the promise to con-
tinue providing non-stop world class 
entertainment at an affordable price.
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Ethiopian Airlines celebrates 
70th anniversary in Lagos

O
n April 8, 2016, 
Ethiopian com-
menced the cel-
ebration of its 70 
years of dedicat-

ed and highly successful air 
transport services to, from 
and within the continent of 
Africa. In the last 70 years 
of its operation, ET; the fore-
most airline in Africa, has 
expanded much needed air 
connectivity within Africa 
and with the rest of the world 
in line with its strong mission 
of bringing Africa together 
and closer to the world.

As part of the activities 
marking the celebration 
across all its destinations, 
Ethiopian Airlines recently 
rolled out drums in Nige-
ria to celebrates the feats it 
has achieved in the global 
aviation over the past seven 
decades.

The Nigerian-leg of the 
celebration which kicked 
off with a media parley at 
Eko Hotel and Suite, Victoria 
Island, Lagos, last Monday, 
witnessed an elaboration on 
the many feats of the airline, 
its further commitments in 
years to come,  innovations, 
sustained mandate on Afri-
can aviation development  
among others.

Speaking at the event in 
Lagos, Solomon Begashaw, 
country area manager Nige-
ria, Ethiopian Airlines, noted 
that the success that crowned 
efforts of the airline over the 
70 years was possible due 
to the commitment of the 
staff, innovations in service 
and products offerings, and 
improvements on fleet, infra-
structure, operations among 
others.

Trailing the history of the 
airline in Nigeria and its sup-
port for the most-populous 
African country, Begashaw 
explained, “As a veteran Pan-
African carrier it has always 
been our source of pride to 
serve our beloved continent, 
Africa, both in good and bad 
times. Our presence in Nige-
ria dates back to the 1960’s, 
same time the Federal Re-
public of Nigeria gained her 
independence. Ethiopian has 
been part of Nigeria’s historic 
growth and always considers 
itself as a partner in the his-
tory and growth of Nigeria 
as a country. Hence, the man-
agement of Ethiopian Airlines 
wishes to clarify its stance 
of pursuing its operation to 
Nigeria and keep Nigerian 
travelers connected to five 

continents around the globe. 
As an indigenous Pan-African 
Carrier, Ethiopian Airlines 
will remain with the Nigerian 
public in good and bad times 
like it has always done in the 
past 50 years. Ethiopian has 
been in the highs and lows 
of Nigeria; all through the 
crisis periods of Nigeria and 
also during the last Economic 
crisis, providing the link be-
tween Nigeria and the outside 
world there by showing its 
African solidarity”.

The country area manager 
Nigeria regrets that the eco-

nomic downturn in Nigeria 
is forcing some airlines out 
of the country but assured, 
“We are here to stay. We 
will continue our scheduled 
operations in Nigeria despite 
the recent withdrawal by 
some airlines out of Lagos and 
Abuja routes”.

The excited Begashaw also 
used the celebration platform 
to clear the air that the pan-
African airline, which cur-
rently serves the Nigerian 
traveler from four airports 
of Lagos, Abuja, Enugu and 
Kano, has no plan or reason 

to leave Nigeria because it 
consider itself as a Nigerian 
carrier. “Ethiopian Airlines 
does not intend to move out 
of any city in Nigeria or plan 
to reduce its frequency in the 
country and has no plans of 
flying to Port-Harcourt in-
ternational airport for now”, 
Begashaw said further.

Besides running the biggest 
aviation academy in Africa 
that trains 4,000 aviation per-
sonnel annually,  Begashaw 
said the airline has the capac-
ity to employ skilled aviations 
professionals from across Af-

rica into its growing destina-
tions, fleet and network that 
combined to make its Bole 
International Airport in Ad-
dis Ababa, the largest aviation 
hub in Africa.

In line with the growing 
need for skilled aviation per-
sonnel, Begashaw disclosed 
that Ethiopian is offering job 
opportunities to Nigeria pilots 
needed to handle its growing 
fleet, especially B777, B787, 
B737 and Dash 8 Q-400 air-
craft. Beyond the hiring of 
Nigerian pilots, Ethiopian 
Airlines is opening the doors 
of its Aviation Academy to 
more Nigerian who desire to 
career in aviation.

As well, ET, which had 
always served Nigeria with 
the best aircraft in its fleet 
like the A350 Airbus, B787 
Dreamliner and the B777 
wide body, assured on its 
readiness to partnership with 
local Nigerian carriers.

Enumerating some of the 
feats of the airline, Begashaw 
noted that ET, which 100 
percent owned by the Ethio-
pian government and enjoys 
zero interference from the 
government, parades a grow-
ing fleet of 82 aircraft with 51 
aircraft on order. The airline 
is the largest in Africa with 
94 international destinations 
and 19 domestic destinations.

Founded on December 21, 
1945, ET operates from Addis 
Ababa Airport; the busiest 
airport in East Africa with a 
capacity of providing a world 
class passenger and cargo ser-
vices to more than 6.5 million 
international and domestic 
passengers each year.

It also runs regional hubs 
in Lome, Togo and Lilongwe 
in Malawi with plans to open 
Central Africa hub soon. One 
notable feat of the airline 
is that it operated the first 
Dreamliner in Africa.

However, the highlight 
of the Lagos celebration was 
the award of complementary 
return tickets to five mem-
bers of the Nigerian media 
for the consistency in their 
support for the airline in the 
country.   While announc-
ing the winners, the country 
area manager Nigeria noted 
that more will follows as the 
tickets were in appreciation 
of the good works and cordial 
relationship between the air-
line and the Nigerian media.  
As the Airline celebrates 70 
years of existence, the airline 
has also extended free tick-
ets to Nigerians who liked 
Ethiopian Airlines Nigeria 
Facebook page.

…assures on stable operations

OBINNA EMELIKE

From L-R: Omerenna Elias, sales manager, Nigeria, Ethiopia Airline;  Adetola Alabi, senior sales representative, Nigeria, Ethiopia Airline and 
Solomon Begashaw, general manager, Nigeria, Ethiopia Airline, at the airlines 70th anniversary media parley held recently at Eko Hotel and 
Suites, Lagos.

Ethiopian Airlines Nigerian top management staff cutting the 70th Anniversary cake with winners of the complementary tickests
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Nigeria can learn from how turkey 
diversified through sports and tourism

O
ver the last two de-
cades,  Turkey has 
moved from the sta-
tus of a developing 
country to that of a 

country that can hold its own 
alongside some developed nations. 
It has moved from being a mono-
economy to diversified one and 
developing its economy to the point 
that it now has multiple streams of 
income. Heir to the Ottoman Em-
pire, modern day Turkey is home to 
mass production of quality clothes, 
trousers and other important mate-
rials which are held in high esteem 
globally.

It has systematically diversified 
its economy into tourism and sports 
to guarantee sustainable economic 
growth and development. Evi-
dently, it has faced various political 
and economic upheavals over the 
years, ranging from leadership and 
external disturbances to terrorism. 
Possessed of a few distinctive natu-
ral resources they have being able 
to think out-of-the-box to develop 
ways of being both creative and 
innovative. Worth mentioning 
is the fact that Turkey has got a 
perfect geographical location that 
places it at the centre of the world, 
a perfect location or transit point to 
anywhere around the world.

The private sector in Turkey has 
being growing steadily over the 
years due to enabling environment 
created by the government. The 
sector has seen massive growth 
because the government designed 
a policy environment meant to 
enhance sectors and economic 
activities such as banking, indus-
trialisation, transportation and 
communication since these real 
sectors are key drivers of a vibrant 
economy. 

The largest and most important 
sector in Turkey is the textile indus-
try, which is entirely controlled by 
the private sector. The government 
has consistently embarked on 
implementing structural reforms 
that enable business growth with-
out stifling them through adverse 
tax regimes and policies. These 
led to a decline in inflation by 8.17 
percent in 2014 (8.9 percent in 2010) 
and down from 90 percent in 1997 
unlike is Nigeria where we have 
suffered 100 percent inflation in 
the past 1 year.

It might be said that the public 
sector has seen a 10 percent deficit 
in the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
due to the huge burden of interest 
payments, which amounted to 
about 40 percent of government’s 
spending in 2003, the government 
has being able to enact new tax 
laws that have sped up privatisation 
since 1998, but made no progress 
then due to social security reforms, 
they remained consistent and per-
sistent till they found growth in 
recent times.

Tourism as key to Turkey’s 
growth

For the past two decades Turkey 

has positioned itself as the world’s 
elite and tourist destination of 
choice. Turkey started to develop 
the golf tourism destination by 
putting in place the essentials. The 
World Travel and Tourism Council 
(WTTC) recently stated that Tur-
key has earned 12 percent of its 
total contribution to GDP through 
travel and tourism which is about 
96 billion in 2014, and about double 
the European average giving the 
country a global ranking of number 
14. The massive growth in arrivals 
over the past 10 years has increased 
hotels in Turkey (115 percent) from 
2004 to 2014.

The Turkish Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism the country has af-
firmed a 96 percent growth in the 
number of nights spent by each 
guest. In 2014, Turkey received 12.3 
million visits from Germany, Russia 
and the United Kingdom making 
them the top three recurrent visi-
tors. Almost 50 percent of interna-
tional tourists spent an average of 
five nights in the Turkish Riviera, 
a Mediterranean coastal region 
spanning four Turkish provinces: 
which include Izmir, Aidin, Mugla 
and Antalya.

The year 2014 recorded a high 
number of visitors and 75 percent 
of them were for holiday and leisure 
activities, 10 percent visited friends, 
7 percent visited for meetings and 

Europe. The Antalya airports host 
54 airlines, while Istanbul Ataturk 
hosts 70 airlines. They are also pres-
ently building a new airport that 
will boast of four terminals and six 
runways with a capacity to take 
150 million passengers annually, 
this airport is expected to begin 
operations in 2017 and become one 
of the largest airports in the world.

 Turkey using professional and 
amateur golf tournaments to im-
prove it economy

 The game of golf is consistently 
growing in demand and supply 
clustered around Belek (Antalya 
Province). Belek has got 11 golf clubs 
and 16 courses (18-hole equivalent) 
with a total number of 513,000 
rounds played in 2014.

The city is the fastest-growing 
Mediterranean golf tourism des-
tination. In Istanbul and Ankara 
90 percent of rounds are played 
by members at clubs in tourist 
regions, about 2 percent of the 
rounds are played by members 
and most of the revenues are 
generated from international golf 
players (green fees). 

Turkish Airlines has supported 
professional golf in Turkey since 
2012, they have played a key role 
in the growth and development of 
golfing options across the country, 
making the Turkish Airlines opens 
one of the most esteemed tourna-
ments on the Europe Tour bringing 
great players like Rory Mcllroy 
together.

 Golf in Turkey is continuously 
growing and Turkish Airlines is 
proud in sponsoring the Rising star 
of golf destinations into a thrilling 
future. The people of Turkey and 
tourists are both discovering and 
enjoying the brilliant golfing exper-
iments in their country. The growth 
in the number of golf courses and 
visitors have created an enabling 
environment for businesses to 
flourish, and increased investment 
opportunities, this means that Tur-

conferences while the remaining 8 
percent were for religious, health 
and shopping reasons. There are a 
lot of lodging options in Turkey; An-
talya has the greatest supply with 
approximately 21 percent shares 
of the hotel beds, whereas Istanbul 
possesses 10 percent of the hotel 
beds in the country.

The increase in tourism has 
increased the activities of airlines 
which have carried customers to 
various tourist destinations. Most 
times there is a direct link between 
the success of a particular destina-
tion and the success of an airline. 
One of such stories witnessed 
recently is that of Emirates and 
Dubai; the airline played a huge role 
in showcasing Dubai as a massive 
global tourism hub over the last 10 
years. Turkish Airlines replicated 
the same thing in Turkey as the 
national carrier flying about 229 
international destinations in 110 
countries, 75 percent of which they 
fly daily.

 Turkey alone has three major in-
ternational airports two in Istanbul 
and one in Antalya. In 2014 Istanbul 
Ataturk Airport recorded about 38 
million passengers making it the 
4th busiest airport in the world (in 
terms of passengers), while Antalya 
International Airport recorded 
about 22 million passengers mak-
ing it the 24th busiest airport in 

Linda Ochugbua key has to improve its golf offerings 
yearly making Turkish Airlines 
a prominent name is this race of 
making Turkey a rising star of golf.

The Turkey Golf Federation 
has played an important role in 
promoting the sports and has also 
attracted several important tour-
naments with various professional 
and amateur events yearly. The 
top three are the Turkish Airlines 
challenge, Turkish Airlines Open 
and the Turkish Airlines Ladies 
Open, all of which are hosted in 
Belek. The three events are being 
sponsored by Turkish Airlines 
which have contributed to increas-
ing the Turkish people’s awareness 
and support for the game besides 
bringing together great men and 
women through the tournaments 
to Turkey.

 For the past three years the 
Turkish Amateur Series has contin-
ued to grow globally and redefining 
the game of golf. Presently having 
over 70 events in 47 different coun-
tries, the Amateur Series begins in 
Johannesburg and works its way 
round the world, offering a chance 
for amateur golfers to compete for 
the chance to reach the Grand finals 
in Belek.

Lessons for Nigeria
It is obvious that there are a lot 

of lessons Nigeria can learn from 
Turkey in order to improve its 
economy and move from depen-
dence on oil economy to a diversi-
fied economy through tourism and 
sports. Presently as we know it is 
almost impossible for one to point 
out one thing that Nigeria is good at 
except for being the producer of oil, 
we have no sports we support and 
push fully, we have no National car-
rier like other developed countries, 
we haven’t really created an envi-
ronment that is good for tourism, 
our road network and transport 
systems are nothing to write home 
about and the environment isn’t 
perfectly enabling for people to do 
business in.

 My thoughts are that if we im-
proved a particular sports or make 
the nation a lucrative tourist centre 
and we have only 20 million people 
visiting the country in one year 
spending an average of $1,000 per 
trip- that will amount to $20 billion 
from tourisms, this will go a long 
way in boosting foreign reserves, 
creates jobs for the airlines, hotels, 
and tourists centers.

This would have a multiplier 
effect the whole economy. For 
Nigeria to move to the next level it 
must move beyond mere words to 
actions, such as building world class 
standard airports, create transit or 
short stay visa at the point of entry 
to encourage more visits for busi-
ness men and tourists, improve on 
road and transport system, create 
security and enabling environment 
so that people feel safe to come and 
create event, sports or packages that 
will allow for more people to see 
Nigeria as the next place to visit just 
like Dubai and Turkey.
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Ethiopian airline will remain in 
Nigeria despite recession–Begashaw

D
espite the cur-
rent recession 
facing the coun-
try, Ethiopian 
airline manage-

ment has said it will con-
tinue to operate in and out 
of Nigeria.

Solomon Begashaw, its 
Country Area Manager Ni-
geria, while speaking on the 
timeline of the airline as part 
of activities to celebrate its 
70th anniversary in exis-
tence and 56th of operating 
into Nigeria, also said it has 
no plans to stop or reduce 
operations on any Nigerian 
route even when some air-
lines were leaving.

According to him, “We are 
here to stay. We are not going 
anywhere, we consider our-
selves as Nigerians, we are a 
Pan-African airline, we had 
been there when the situa-
tion was tougher, we will not 
reduce frequencies, we are 
not planning to do so, despite 
the economic challenges, we 
are here to stay”, he said.

 “As a veteran Pan-Afri-
can carrier it has always 
been our source of pride 
to serve our beloved conti-

nent, Africa , both in good 
and bad times. Our pres-
ence in Nigeria dates back 
to the 1960’s, same time the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria 
got independence from for-
eign colonization. Ethiopian 
has been part of Nigeria’s 
historic growth and always 
considers itself as a partner 
in the history and growth of 

Nigeria as a country.
“Hence, the Management 

of Ethiopian Airlines wishes 
to clarify its stance of pursu-
ing its operation to Nigeria 
and keep Nigerian travellers 
connected to five continents 
around the globe. 

“As an indigenous Pan-
African Carrier, Ethiopian 
airlines will remain with the 

How anticipated weather pattern could affect 
air, road transportation-NIMET

T
he Nigerian Meteo-
rological Agency (NI-
MET) has advised citi-
zenry, especially rural 

dwellers resident in north and 
central parts of the country 
to avoid prolonged exposure 
to direct sunlight and stay in 
cool and ventilated environ-
ment as a result of increase in 
temperature.

 The agency stated that 
the increase in temperatures 
would result in deterioration 
in human comfort leading to 
dehydration and heat stress. It 
also disclosed that incidences 
of meningitis epidemics are 
also likely.

 The agency in a statement 
last week said the dry season 
(Harmattan) for 2016/2017 has 
commenced in the northern 
parts of the country and will 
gradually spread to other parts 
beginning from the middle belt 
by mid-November.

Anthony Anuforom, Di-
rector-General of NIMET, dis-

closed that the southernmost 
parts of the country especially 
the coastal area will however, 
continue to experience rains 
till the third week of Decem-
ber.

Anuforom stressed that the 
end of the rainy season will 
herald hot and dry weather 
conditions in the afternoons 
and cold nights will set in es-
pecially in the northern part, 
with a general increase in day-
time temperature across most 
parts of the country.

 “Strong surface winds at the 
dust source regions in Niger 
and Chad republics are favour-
able for lifting and transport 
of dust into the country. The 
atmosphere will get drier as 
the concentration of the dust 
particles increases, and inci-
dences of respiratory disorder 
will become prevalent.”

 Dust outbreaks will occur 
during the season which at 
times will reduce horizontal 
visibility significantly with 

Nigerian public in good and 
bad times like it has always 
done in the past 50 years.

“Ethiopian has been in the 
highs and lows of Nigeria; all 
through the crisis periods of 
Nigeria and also during the 
last Economic crisis,  provid-
ing  the link between Nigeria 
and the outside world there 
by showing its African soli-

…to hire Nigerian pilots
darity”, he added.

C u r re n t l y,  E t h i o p i a n 
serves the Nigerian traveler 
from four Airports of Lagos, 
Abuja, Enugu and Kano. To 
reinforce its support to Ni-
geria;

Begashaw revealed that 
Ethiopian will hire Nigerian 
pilots for its ever growing 
fleet of B777, B787,B737 and 
Dash 8 Q-400 Aircraft,  train 
more Nigerians in its  Avia-
tion academy,  which is the 
largest in Africa.

Besides, Ethiopian Airlines 
had always served Nigeria 
with the best aircraft in its 
fleet like the A350 Airbus, 
B787 Dreamliner and the 
B777 wide body.

He added that in the Spirit 
of African brotherhood, Ethi-
opian Airlines does not wish 
to be in Nigeria only when 
the going is good, rather, 
make sacrifices along with 
Nigerians in this trying times 
knowing that Nigerians are 
resilient and resourceful and 
will soon come out of the 
temporary recession.

“As the Airline celebrates 
70 years of existence, it has 
extended free tickets to Nige-
rians who liked Ethiopian air-
line Nigeria Facebook page”, 
he added.

drive carefully and adhere 
strictly to road traffic rules at 
all times.

 Persons prone to respira-
tory tract infections and other 
health conditions that can be 
exacerbated by dust particles, 
he reiterated should take pre-
cautionary measures and avoid 
prolonged exposure to dust, 
with skin and eye irritations 
common occurrences during 
the season.

 “The consequence of the 
dry atmosphere will also result 
in availability of dry biomass 
and incidences of bush fires 
may occur frequently. The 
deliberate act of ‘bush burning’ 
and careless dropping of ciga-
rette stubs should be avoided 
as this could lead to uncontrol-
lable bush fires”, he added.

 NiMet stated that it would 
continue to monitor the weath-
er and climate conditions as 
they unfold and will keep 
the general public informed 
regularly.

the attendant disruption of 
flight operations across the 
country.”

 Anuforom explained that 
the impact of dust particle 
in the south will include the 
occurrence of early morning 
and late evening mist/foggy 
conditions which will further 
reduce horizontal visibility 

significantly.
 He said road, rail and air 

transportation could be af-
fected by the impairment to 
horizontal visibility and road 
users, particularly motorists 
are advised to use fog lamps 
during periods of poor vis-
ibility.

  They are also advised to 
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Breast cancer also common 
in young women
C

ecilia found a lump 
in August 2015, 
but she waited 
because she had 
cysts before. She 

was only 23, so what could 
possibly happen? She had 
been applying to graduate 
school programs and was 
busy. At her annual exam in 
January 2016, her gynecolo-
gist examined the (rather 
large) lump and referred 
her to her local breast care 
centre. On January 28, she 
got a call as she was leaving 
work. She was 24 years old, 
and she had breast cancer. 

Cecilia was originally di-
agnosed Stage 0 DCIS, but 
that would soon change. 
She drove to her friend’s 
office and cried. She wasn’t 
really sure what everything 
meant. Her only experiences 
with cancer were death sen-
tences. He father dad died at 
age 37 of a brain tumor. 

She went in for an MRI 
and exams, and she met 
with a breast surgeon and 
plastic surgeon. She decided 
on a nipple sparing unilat-
eral mastectomy with im-
mediate DIEP/TRAM flap 
reconstruction. She appar-
ently didn’t have enough 
excess fat on her belly for a 
double mastectomy, which 
was honestly how she made 
that important decision. She 
wanted her new breast to be 
her own and she didn’t want 
implants. Plus, the side ben-
efit of a flat stomach seemed 
like a fair trade for having 
breast cancer at 24. 

The recovery was pain-
ful. She slept most of the 
time for four days. Luckily, 
she had a recliner because 
she could not straighten her 
body completely for about 
five weeks. She watched ev-
erything on Netflix and any 
new movie someone sent 
her. In a painkiller-induced 
state, she decided to attend 
Northeastern University 
in Boston. (The full tuition 
scholarship definitely made 
that decision rather simple). 

About two weeks after 

surgery, she got a phone 
call from her breast sur-
geon. She was bumped up to 
stage I invasive ductal car-
cinoma. They found lots of 
little focuses of invasive can-
cer around the DCIS tumor, 
which was 4 centimeters. 
She was finally referred to 
an oncologist.

“My oncologist recom-
mended 12 treatments of 
weekly Taxol and a year of 
Herceptin, because I am so 
young and my cancer was 
aggressive (grade 3, Ki-67 
of 30%). She explained that 
Taxol is the ‘lightest’ of the 
chemo drugs and Herceptin 
is virtually without side ef-
fects. This is when I start 
thinking “I can do this. I’ve 
got this.” (She also told me 
not everyone loses their hair 
on Taxol and I immediately 
perked up. Priorities, I guess.)” 

“I decide to move home 
during chemo so I don’t have 
to work. (At 24, I’m still in-
sured under my parents’ 
policy. Yay!) Unfortunately, 
I did lose my hair and also 

found myself with chemo-
induced acne, bloating, bone 
pain and exhaustion. I even 
had to pull over while driv-
ing to vomit out of the side 
of the car.” She said. 

Done with chemo, her 
hair gradually began to grow 
back and most of her acne is 
gone. She is no longer bloated 
and puffy. The bone pain is 
gone. So are the random nose 
bleeds, diarrhoea, constipa-
tion and nausea, as well as 
the tingling and numbness 
in her fingers and toes. 

“My nails hurt, and my 
eyelashes and eyebrows are 
gone. But I’m here. I’m start-
ing to get my energy back 
and I’m working on getting 
healthy again. This whole 
thing has really opened my 
eyes and made me face my 
own mortality. But I know 
I will get through this and 
become even stronger. I in-
sist on sharing my story as 
much as possible to let oth-
ers know that they’re not 
alone; that there are other 

young women in their 20s 
going through this; and that 
they, too, can be strong and 
survive. I share my story for 
others to read when they 
aren’t feeling their strongest 
and are overwhelmed by the 
struggle. I share my story to 
remind myself that I can do 
this, I can get through this 
and I can look good doing so.”

Breast cancer is cancer 
that develops from breast 
tissue. Signs of breast cancer 
may include a lump in the 
breast, a change in breast 
shape, dimpling of the skin, 
fluid coming from the nipple, 
or a red scaly patch of skin.  
In those with distant spread 
of the disease, there may be 
bone pain, swollen lymph 
nodes, shortness of breath, 
or yellow skin. 

Risk factors for developing 
breast cancer include being 
female, obesity, lack of physi-
cal exercise, drinking alco-
hol, hormone replacement 
therapy during menopause, 
ionizing radiation, early age 
at first menstruation, hav-
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ing children late or not at all, 
older age, and family history.  
About 5–10% of cases are 
due to genes inherited from 
a person’s parents, including 
BRCA1 and BRCA2 among 
others.

Breast cancer most com-
monly develops in cells from 
the lining of milk ducts and 
the lobules that supply the 
ducts with milk. Cancers de-
veloping from the ducts are 
known as ductal carcinomas, 
while those developing from 
lobules are known as lobular 
carcinomas.  In addition, 
there are more than 18 other 
sub-types of breast cancer. 
Some cancers, such as ductal 
carcinoma in situ, develop 
from pre-invasive lesions. 
The diagnosis of breast can-
cer is confirmed by taking 
a biopsy of the concerning 
lump. Once the diagnosis is 
made, further tests are done 
to determine if the cancer 
has spread beyond the breast 
and which treatments it may 
respond to. 
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Dermatologist identifies dangers associated with 
poor hair clippers

D
o you know that some 
deadly skin diseases 
can b e c ontracte d 
through simple hair 
cut? Do you know that 

razor bumps and rashes on the 
face and head remain one of the 
biggest concerns when it comes to 
grooming personal health main-
tenance?

A Consultant Dermatologist 
at the College of Medicine Uni-
versity of Lagos, CMUL, Ayesha 
Akinkugbe says barbering and 
shaving with poor quality and 
unsafe clippers could expose in-
dividuals to several skin diseases 
with some far more dangerous 
than the dreaded HIV/AIDS.

Delivering a lecture titled: 
“Have a Hair Cut, Not a Skin Dis-
ease” at a recent personal health 
sensitization forum organised by 
Philips Nigeria as part of activi-
ties to herald the new Philips Hair 
Clippers into the Nigerian market, 
Akinkugbe maintained that most 
people develop bumps on their 
skin after a very close shave and 
that razor bumps could expose 
individuals to diseases such as 
Hepatitis, among others.

Endorsing the newly intro-
duced hair clippers by Philips, she 
observed that the revelation by 
Philips that the clipper’s blade tip 
has been clinically and hygieni-
cally proven and designed for less 
cuts and skin damage was good 

news. “It is really gratifying that 
Philips has come to solve an age-
long health concern associated 
with barbing through use of clip-
pers. Specially developed blades 
reduce the risk of cuts when clip-
ping your hair or beard, and shave 
without resulting in damaged 
skin”, Akinkugbe stated.

Speaking, the General Manager, 
Philips Personal Health – West Af-
rica, Chioma Iwuchukwu- Nweke 
said: “Philips conducted extensive 
research across a cross-section of 
men in Nigeria and sub-Saharan 

Africa for over three years before 
developing this new product. The 
Philips clipper was developed and 
extensively field tested taking into 
account the core concerns that 
came out in the research – mainly 
the need to get that clean shaven 
feeling but to avoid the scratches, 
cuts and bumps that sometimes 
develop on the skin”.

Iwuchukwu- Nweke who dis-
closed that total sales figure of 
clippers in Nigeria was put at 3.4 
million units annually noted that 
the unique thing about the new 

Philips clipper is that it does not 
heat up. She added that it is the 
first set of clippers designed to 
ensure no bumps and less rash.

“These are the first clippers 
Philips is introducing in the Af-
rican market, underscoring our 
commitment to delivering inno-
vation based on the need of the 
consumers. Our new clippers cut 
your hair, not your skin. This not 
only ensures that you have a pain-
less short and sharp look, but also 
improves your overall skin health,” 
Iwuchukwu-Nweke added.
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The two clippers introduced 
are the Philips Clipper Pro ideal 
for professional barber styling and 
Philips Clipper Home for personal 
use.

Pseudofolliculitis barbae (PFB) 
also referred to as razor bumps is 
most common on the face, but it 
can also happen on other parts of 
the body where hair is shaved or 
plucked, especially areas where 
hair is curly and the skin is sensi-
tive, such as genital shaving. 

After a hair has been shaved, 
it begins to grow back. Curly hair 
tends to curl into the skin instead 
of straight out the follicle, leading 
to an inflammation reaction. PFB 
can make the skin look itchy and 
red, and in some cases, it can even 
look like pimples. These inflamed 
papules or pustules can form espe-
cially if the area becomes infected.

This is especially problematic 
for some men who have naturally 
coarse or tightly curling thick hair. 
Curly hair increases the likelihood 
of PFB by a factor of 50. If left un-
treated over time, this can cause 
keloid scarring in the beard area.

Pseudofolliculitis barbae can 
further be divided into two types 
of ingrown hairs: transfollicular 
and extrafollicular. The extrafol-
licular hair is a hair that has exited 
the follicle and re-entered the skin. 
The transfollicular hair never exits 
the follicle, but because of its natu-
rally curly nature curls back into 
the follicle causing fluid build-up 
and irritation.

KEMI AJUMOBI 
with wired reports

C’River govt partners Rotary to eradicate polio 

C
ross River State Govern-
ment has entered into 
partnership agreement 
with Rotary Club and 
they have vowed to put 

an end to Polio cases in the state 
.Commissioner of Health,   Inyang 
Asibong stated this to newsmen 
during a street walk along Calabar 
metropolitan to sensitize members 
of the public of polio pandemic 
organised by Rotary Club Interna-
tional to mark the World Polio Day.

The Commissioner said the state  
has decided to partner with Rotary 
Club International to prepare mem-
bers of the public for the Polio vac-
cination which kick started recently  
in all parts of the Country. She said 
last year, Nigeria was reported by 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
to have been free from the deadly 
epidemic but unfortunately resur-
faced this year in the Northern part 
of the Country.

Asibong said, “we don’t want 
any child in Cross River to die of any 
vaccine preventable disease. We’re 
making sure polio is kicked out in 

Cross River State”.
On his part, the President of Ro-

tary Club, Hilltop, Calabar, Nicholas 
Obun said the sensitization walk, 
which included market places, was 
in preparation to polio vaccination 
which has begun already.

He noted that the event, ob-

served internationally was aimed 
at seeing the few remaining polio 
infested countries including Nigeria 
completely free of the disease.

The Deputy Governor of Rotary 
Club International, District 940, . 
Donald Enu said polio has made 
so many children vulnerable in 

the society because they could not 
measure with other children. He 
therefore called on Parents and 
guardians to come out in masses 
with their children from zero to five 
years to receive the vaccine.

Also speaking, the Director 
General, Cross River Investment 

Promotion, Rosemary Tutu Ekeng, 
commended Rotary for coming out 
in mass for the public sensitization 
walk as she urged members of the 
public to help in the fight against 
Polio.

Ekeng stressed, “we shouldn’t 
wait until when people are almost 
dying before they are rushed to 
hospitals for help”.

Poliomyelitis (polio) is a highly in-
fectious viral disease, which mainly 
affects young children. The virus is 
transmitted by person-to-person 
spread mainly through the faecal-
oral route or, less frequently, by a 
common vehicle (e.g. contaminated 
water or food) and multiplies in the 
intestine, from where it can invade 
the nervous system and can cause 
paralysis. 

Initial symptoms of polio include 
fever, fatigue, headache, vomiting, 
stiffness in the neck, and pain in the 
limbs. In a small proportion of cases, 
the disease causes paralysis, which 
is often permanent. There is no cure 
for polio, it can only be prevented by 
immunization.
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O
ctober 15 2016 was a 
special day for Chelsea 
Football Club, but it 
was extra special for 
one youngster in par-

ticular—Ola Aina—who finally 
made his Premier League debut for 
the club he’s been at since the age 
of 10. 

 Coming on as a substitute against 
Leicester City for the brilliant Vic-
tor Moses in the 80th minute, the 
London-born defender had finally 
fulfilled his dream of donning the 
royal blue jersey, and even though it 
was a ten-minute cameo, his mood 
couldn’t be dampened. 

 Well done to the boys yesterday, 
great team performance! — olaolu-
wa aina (@Aina2Ola) His journey 
through the youth ranks at Chelsea 
has been outstanding; following a 
trial, he made it into the U11s side 
as a boy, before progressing through 
the age groups and thereafter mak-
ing his debut for the U18s in 2012, 
despite not yet being 16. 

 Another huge milestone for me; 
really pleased to have made my Pre-
mier League debut. Thank you JE-
SUS! — olaoluwa aina (@Aina2Ola) 

 His performances for the youth 
side demonstrated his maturity, and 
suggested that the Anglo-Nigerian 
youngster had the potential to 
emerge as the long-term successor 
to John Terry. 

 Aina’s performances after he 
was promoted to the U21s were 
exemplary, as he helped them to 
the FA Youth Cup and Under-21 
Premier League in 2013/2014. 

 The right-back’s displays in the 
first half of that season led to him 
signing his first professional con-
tract on his 17th birthday and he 
was soon promoted to the first time 
while remaining a vital cog in the 
youth team that defended their FA 
Youth Cup and won the inaugural 
Uefa Youth League.   

 Aina’s reputation was burgeon-
ing and Jose Mourinho opted to 
incorporate him into the senior 
side’s preseason ahead of the 2015-
16 campaign. He may not have 
made an appearance, but his expe-
rience of training with the seniors 
surely left him in good stead as he 
returned to the U21s. 

 During his time in the academy, 
his performances at both full-back 
positions and the odd appearance at 
center-back won him plaudits, and 
his versatility has seen him likened 
to teammate Cesar Azpilicueta. 

Praised for his assuredness in 
possession, incredible pace, power 
and high energy levels—he is able 
to surge forward and make an im-
pact. In the modern game, full-backs 
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Ola Aina: Nigerian next Superstar in making

have dual responsibilities—besides 
providing defensive solidity, they 
are expected to be a threat in the 
final third of the pitch by making 
forays from their defensive position 
to provide an extra attacking outlet 
and this suits Aina’s style of play. 

The arrival of Antonio Conte at 
Chelsea and his subsequent will-
ingness to open the door to youth 
saw Aina heavily involved in pre-
season as he featured in all of the 
Blues’ six games. Even though his 
displays were occasionally raw, he 

did enough to convince his new 
manager to keep him in the squad 
for the current season, rather than 
sending him out on loan, a big vote 
of confidence, particularly consid-
ering that Chelsea have 38 players 
out on loan! 

 Proud to make my competitive 
debut in our win over Bristol Rov-
ers yesterday. — olaoluwa aina (@
Aina2Ola) 

 He made his debut in the second 
round of the EFL Cup against Bristol 
Rovers – playing 77 minutes before 
injury cut short his outing, and this 
was then followed by his afore-
mentioned Premier League debut 
against Leicester City.

  Conte’s switch to a back three 
could ultimately pave the way for 
Aina’s breakthrough, and his ability 
to play multiple positions could see 
him feature more often—primar-
ily at wing back—as he did against 
West Ham United in the EFL on 
Wednesday, or even as a central 
defender in a back three. 

 In the loss to West Ham, he was 
deployed at left wing-back and 
got forward at every opportunity, 
spending the majority of his time 
camped in the Hammers’ half. He 
delivered an encouraging showing 
defensively, tracking back to help 
his teammates when the team had 
lost possession of the ball, and all in 
all it was a satisfactory—if not eye-
catching—display.  

Ola Aina is emerging as a first-
team player at Chelsea, and the cur-
rent situation needs to be monitored 
by the Nigerian Football Federation, 
as it would be devastating to see 
such another talented youngster 
lost to England. Could another Chel-
sea player be donning the green of 
the Super Eagles imminently?

 
Source: Goal

L-R: Auscar Ikoro, group brand communication director, CWAY; Obioma Emenike, group head, Retail/SME, 
Heritage Bank; The Torch Bearers: Zainab Yunusa of Mind Builder Schools, Elizabeth Opawole and Favour Ojo 
of Readignton School; Ori Ogba, divisional head, Retail/SME, Heritage Bank and Olusola Longe-Okenimkpe, 
divisional corporate communication manager at the fag-off of Skoolimpics Road Walk held in Lagos recently.
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Winning F1 title will fulfil my dream- Rosberg

C
hampionship leader Nico 
Rosberg has admitted he 
will be fulfilling a ‘childhood 
dream’ if he secures the For-
mula One title in Mexico.  

Rosberg leads Lewis Hamilton in the 
title by 26 points with just three races 
remaining and will clinch his maiden 
championship if he wins on Sunday, 
and his Mercedes team-mate finishes 
10th or lower. 

 It would appear an unlikely sce-
nario but, given Hamilton’s reliability 
troubles this year, it is not wholly incon-
ceivable that Rosberg could be crowned 
the sport’s 33rd world champion on 
Sunday night. 

 “It is a childhood dream, but that 
is where it ends for me,” said Rosberg, 
whose mantra this season has been to 
take one race at a time. ‘The only thing 
this weekend is winning the Mexican 
Grand Prix.  

“It has been a great season so far, 
which has put me in this position, and 
it is exciting to be in this championship 
battle with Lewis. But for me, my way 
of achieving the best-possible perfor-
mance, is focusing on things that are in 
my control and that is here in Mexico 
trying to win this race.”

 Rosberg sauntered to a 43-point lead 
in the early phase of the championship, 
after he cruised to victory in the first 
four rounds while Hamilton suffered 
a host of issues. By the summer break 
however, Hamilton appeared on course 
to clinch his fourth title after winning 
six races from seven, and moving 19 
points clear of his title rival.  

ANTHONY NLEBEM 

Rosberg will be hoping to repeat his 
victory in Mexico last year as the title 
run-in closes in.

 But as Formula One’s longest sea-
son reaches its climax, Rosberg, who 
recorded two crushing victories over 
Hamilton in Singapore and Japan, is 
now the firm favourite to emulate his 
father Keke, winner of the 1982 title. 

Following Hamilton’s reliability 
woes, some may accuse Rosberg of be-
ing a lucky champion if he clinches 
the 2016 title. And Bernie Ecclestone, 

the sport’s chief executive who turns 
86 on Friday, recently suggested that a 
Rosberg title triumph could be bad for 
business given Hamilton’s global ap-
peal. ‘You are talking about what other 
people think and their opinions,’ Ros-
berg, 31, said in response on Thursday. 

 “I am here to win races and not 
please everybody out there.

  “There are always going to be people 
who have opinions going against me. 
That is the nature of the business. It 
is always going to be like that. I like to 

focus on the people that support me.”
 Rosberg started from pole position 

here last year before comfortably beat-
ing Hamilton, who had just won the 
championship in America. 

 It spearheaded a run of seven suc-
cessive victories for the German. 

 “I have great memories from here 
last year,” Rosberg added. “Winning 
here was awesome, but we have seen 
this year that results from last year 
don’t really make a difference to this 
year other than a positive memory. We 
are all starting from zero.”

R
eal Madrid coach Zinedine 
Zidane has backed Cristiano 
Ronaldo for a fourth Ballon 
d’Or despite the Portuguese 
superstar’s current struggles in 

front of goal.
 Ronaldo won both the Champions 

League with Real and Portugal’s first ever-
major tournament at Euro 2016 to make 
him the favourite to land the award for the 
world’s best player on January 9 next year.

 “He clearly deserves the Ballon d’Or,” 
said Zidane.

 “Not just at an individual level, but above 
all on a collective level...he knows every-
thing he is achieving is thanks to his hard 
work and the work of those around him.”

 Ronaldo is expected to face competition 
from five-time winner Lionel Messi, Madrid 
teammate Gareth Bale and Atletico Madrid 
and France forward Antoine Griezmann for 
the award.  However, his form has slumped 
since his return from a two-month injury 
layoff after suffering knee ligament damage 
in the Euro 2016 final.

 “What Cristiano has done is raise the bar 
so high that every time he doesn’t score it is 
a problem,” added Zidane.

 Ronaldo has netted just four times in 
nine appearances for Madrid so far this 
season, by a distance his worst return at 
this stage of the campaign in seven seasons 

Ronaldo deserves Ballon d’Or, says Zidane

with the European champions. 
“He is angry about not scoring, but there 

is no bigger worry than that,” continued Zi-
dane.  “Every time he doesn’t score there is a 

furore, but he has to live with these things. 
He is a star.”
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Children’s Hour (2)

O
n Saturday October 1st, Taiwo, 
Ogbuagu and I cancelled all  
engagements and gathered at the 
Old Hide Out in Surulere to keep 
faith with the Children’s Hour 

and feast on Madam’s Independence Cake. 
HM, the good man, was there, too—this time 
with must have  been fifty children.

As we and the children took the stage, two 
young men walked up. 

“This program is for children,” I said.
“We are children by default,” they answered. 

“We graduated from university ten years ago. No job!”
“Why?”
“Couldn’t find a job! No jobs available!”
“Why don’t you start something?” shouted 

someone.
“Like what? . . . With what?” they shouted back.
Silence. 
Everyone looked at their neighbor. Some 

shrugged their shoulders.
“The job situation is a known national 

fact,” I said. “Advertise one position—and fifty 
thousand people will show up. But today we 
came to  help these children find answers to 
their questions.”

“We heard about it. And we came to help. 
. . . Maybe we can find answers to our own 
questions. Please let us help.” 

And so the conference began with fifty little 
children and two Big Children.

 One little girl raised her hand. “Please 
sir, last week we did not answer the question: 
what brand of soap or chemical is used to 

launder the country’s dirty money?”
Another hand: “And should the bank 

managers be awarded National Honours for 
helping to clean the country’s dirty money?”

Big Child 1 grabbed the mike.
“Mr. O.J., it seems we didn’t give these 

children the correct answer. I think we should 
give children correct answers always.”

“Too much truth may be too much for 
children,” I replied.

“If they are old enough to ask, they are old 
enough to know the truth,’ said Big Child 2.

Tense silence.
“Parents, what do you say?”
“Tell them! . . . Tell them!”
“OK. Big Child, tell them.”
Big Child 1 took the mike.
“Children, listen very well. Banks do not 

launder money with soap or chemicals. They 
do so by secretly transferring billions to foreign 
banks using fake documents.”

The children erupted. “So it is wayo? . . . So 
it’s a crime? . . . 419?”

“Money laundry is a crime,” said Big Child 2.
“Whose money do they transfer like that?”
“Mostly Nigeria’s money, stolen from the 

Treasury.”
“Why doesn’t  government catch the 

thieves?”
“Government must know the thieves . . . .”
“And the banks doing the laundering . . . .”
“Yes, government is always talking about it!” 
“Government knows the whole story!” 
“Government is just our name for the 

persons making the decisions,” shouted 
someone from a distant corner. 

“Maybe the same persons doing the 
stealing.”  

A lull fell on the assembly. Even the children 
went silent—but not for long. Hands started 
shooting up.

“Just the other day, is this why the Prime 
Minister of England said Nigeria is the most 
corrupt country in the world?”

“I think he said the second most corrupt,” 
said another child.

“And then some days later he said he had 
ordered the banks of England not to accept any 
more stolen money from Nigeria.”

“Oh ho-o-o-o!!! So they had been accepting 
our stolen money all these years and hiding in 
the Bank of England-o-o-o!!!!!”

“So why do they say Nigeria is corrupt but 
England is not?”

“They didn’t say England is not corrupt, just 

that Nigeria is more corrupt.”
“So, is the person who steals his country’s 

money more corrupt than the person or 
country that helps him hide it?”

“Good question. Big Child, what’s the 
answer?”

“Please, sir, not me o! Some questions are 
unanswerable!”

“I thought you said we must answer every 
question.”

“But not this one-o!”
 “OK. Tell me, is the Queen of England 

corrupt?”
“Of course she is corrupt!” shouted Big 

Child 1. “Their Prime Minister is corrupt! 
Their Parliament and all their Members are 
corrupt!!!”

“Their entire system is corrupt!!!” shouted 
Big Child 2.

The children sat in shocked silence.
“Why do you say that?”
“Look,” said Big Child 2, “those people left 

their country, one swampy little island, and 
sailed over here. Attacked our people with their 
‘maxim guns’—and our people had only bows 
and arrows and spears. You can imagine the 
slaughter—the bloody massacre of thousands. 
Those still standing—they made them work 
for them by force. They and their European 
cousins—French, Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, 
Belgian, etc.—they subdued the entire African 
continent, took over the land and made the 
people their slaves, developing and exporting 
all their resources to Europe.

“And this,” said Big Child 1, “was after these 
same Europeans had wiped out the native 
owners of North and South America, murdered 
them in cold blood, the men, women and 
children, and settled on their land. Then, for 
250 to 300 years they kidnapped able-bodied 
men, women and children from Nigeria and 
West Africa and shipped them in a horrendous 
trans-Atlantic voyage to life-long slavery in the 
Americas.”

“In other words,” continued Big Child 2, 
“Europe and America built themselves up in 
the past 500 years on the blood, sweat and 
tears of Nigerians and Africans. They are global 
criminals of the first order. What God gave 
them the mouth to call Nigerians corrupt???”

At this point Madam strode into the 
dining hall, followed by a huge trolley with an 
enormous green-white-green cake whose crest 
scraped the rafters.

“HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY!!!!!!”
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Week
Quotes of the

Many computer users consider antivirus 
software essential, especially when access-
ing online content and downloading files 
or programs. Not all antivirus utilities are 
created equal: some offer more features 
than just virus detection. Understanding 
the various features offered by antivirus 
software allows you to compare different 
programs based on what functions they 
offer and to choose the virus protection 
that meets your needs.

The primary function of antivirus 
software is to detect and remove computer 
viruses. This is typically done by scanning 
files on your computer and comparing 
data in the files to a database of known 
virus signatures. This database is updated 
regularly, often several times each day, to 
ensure that your antivirus program has the 
most up-to-date virus definitions to detect 
all known virus threats. Most antivirus 
software has the ability to detect viruses 
both during a scan and in real time at the 
point of infection.

Many antivirus programs also moni-
tor your computer for signs that system 
components are not functioning correctly, 
which can be an indication that your 
system is infected even if a virus has not 
been detected. Upon recognizing system 
problems that are likely caused by a virus, 
the antivirus software can initiate a scan 
to detect the cause of the problem. If the 
scan detects a virus, the infected file will be 
quarantined, deleted, or otherwise treated.

Blogs
From the 

“We discovered that Obasanjo was stupendously richer 
than he should ordinarily be. If not for us, Obasanjo would 
have wanted everything to be covered up completely. So, in 
his “My Watch”, Obasanjo lashed out on us and said all sorts 
of negative things about CACOL and the person of Debo 
Adeniran”. Debo Adeniran, executive chairman, Coalition 
Against Corrupt Leaders (CACOL).
“There was no exchange of any kind; certainly there was 
no swap of any kind and I think the truth of the matter 
of course as you know even when we started negotiation 
we had said that we were ready to consider whatever 
options there were. But I believe that very fortunately 
God truly helped us in the negotiations”. Vice President 
Yemi Osinbajo.
“To promote the patronage of our domestic businesses, the 
Senate has gone as far as amending the Procurement Act 
to urge government ministries, departments and agencies 
to key into this initiative. It is our hope that Nigerian busi-
nesses can begin to benefit from the over two million naira 
in government expenditure in the 2016 budget”. President 
of the Senate, Bukola Saraki.

Numbers
  N1trn
Vice-President Yemi Osinbanjo has said that the 
Federal Government is working with stakeholders to 
raise one trillion naira to provide affordable housing 
for Nigerians.

N59bn
The Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) slipped further 
by N59 billion or 0.61 per cent to close at N9.567 tril-
lion against N9.626 trillion achieved on Wednesday.
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