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Congratulations to Assistant State’s Attorney, Adam Lippe, chief 
of the Animal Abuse Unit in Baltimore County, Maryland, for 
successfully prosecuting a challenging case of animal abuse 
against former NFL player Terrence Cody.  

Cody was charged with animal abuse for the extreme neglect of 
his dog Taz, which ultimately resulted in the dog’s death. The 
case started when a concerned veterinary technician at a local 
veterinary clinic, believed extreme neglect was the cause of Taz’s 
emaciated condition. The dog, who once weighed at least 125 
pounds, was reportedly down to less than 50 pounds and who 
died from complications of being neglected. The technician was 
suspicious about Cody’s explanation for the dog’s condition and 
she reached out to April Doherty, the lead investigator for the 
Baltimore County State’s Attorney’s Animal Abuse Unit.  Fol-
low up by the Baltimore County police led to a search warrant 
on Cody’s home where the police found terrible conditions for Taz. He was living in the small cage in the garage, without any 
light and heat that winter. Neighbors also made statements that helped put together a case of animal abuse. Cody was indicted 
on multiple animal abuse charges, one count of illegal possession of an alligator, one count of possession of marijuana and one 
count of possession with intent to use drug paraphernalia. Cody was convicted in November 2015 of multiple misdemeanors in 
connection with the death of his dog, Taz, as well as two misdemeanor drug charges and the illegal possession of the alligator.   
 
Lippe noted that the most challenging issues in prosecuting this case were related to time and possession. How long Taz had 
suffered was a critical issue, since the body was inadvertently cremated by the attending veterinarian. At trial, Cody unbelievably 
claimed Taz was only ill for less than a week. However, Lippe used the testimony of the neighbors concerning Taz’s original body 
weight of approximately 125 pounds, and together with an estimation by the technician of a weight of under 50 pounds when Taz 
was brought to the clinic, Lippe was able to calculate a period of at least four to ten weeks that Taz’s had suffered from neglect. 
This was critical evidence. Whether Cody and his girlfriend, Kourtney Kelley, were home during that time period was answered 
by follow up with neighbors and prior interviews with Cody.   

Cody and Kelley were identically charged with the killing of Taz and both were convicted. Lippe sought the maximum sentence 
of three years for Cody. He stated that the former football star had sentenced Taz to a slow death. Cody was sentenced in No-
vember 2016 to nine months in jail and Kelley was given 60 days. Lippe was assisted in this case by forensic veterinarian Martha 
Blackmore-Smith, DVM, who, he said, “made his work much easier to present and understand.” Easier or not, it was a job well 
done by Assistant State’s Attorney Lippe.
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