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The enigma of Jesus
For now we see through a glass darkly

An Enigma Machine is a very sophis-
ticated electro-mechanical rotor 
machine used for the encryption 

and decryption of secret messages. The 
Germans used Enigma machines during 
WWII and the breaking of these codes had 
an enormous impact on the war.  

The name given to the machine and 
the coded messages it produced comes 
from the word enigma, which is a type of 
riddle, generally expressed in metaphori-
cal or allegorical language that requires 
ingenuity and careful thinking for its so-
lution. Some would say that this defini-
tion is an enigma in itself. 

This idea in turn is seen in the Bible. 
In 1 Corinthians 13:12 — “For now we see 
through a glass, darkly”—the word trans-
lated “darkly” is the Greek word “enigma” 
which appears just this once in the New 
Testament. It points to the fact that a lot 
of what we “see” now is very obscure and 

mysterious and a lot of the time difficult 
to be understood, along with the thought 
of it needing to be carefully decoded.

In the Old Testament these puzzles 
and riddles are called “parables and dark 
sayings.” The challenge is that these say-
ings need to be looked into and thought 
about—possibly light shone on them—for 
the true meanings to be revealed. 

In the New Testament in John 6:60 
we read how some of the disciples are 
so confused by the things Jesus is saying 
they say “This is an hard saying; who can 
hear it?”  This takes it one step further by 
declaring not only that some of the things 
Jesus was telling them were hard to un-
derstand, but also that they were “hard 
to take”. They had become disagreeable 
and offensive, simply because they were 
not understood. 

The doctrines Jesus put forward at this 
time that were so offensive are worthy of 
attention. He said, amongst other things, 
that he was superior to Moses, that God 
would save all that he had chosen and 
those only, that he (Jesus) was the bread 
that came from heaven and that it was 
necessary to partake of that bread (him) 
and his blood to be saved.

At this time, some made no attempt to 
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take up the challenge and simply walked 
away. Others realised that even if things 
were difficult, or possibly disagreeable, 
there was nowhere else to go, for Jesus 
had the words of eternal life. Those disci-
ples that chose to stay around recognised 
that Jesus was the Son of God and that 
even if they didn’t understand or neces-
sarily like the sound of what they were 
hearing, the key was still somehow with 
him.

The key to “decoding” these things 
came in the very words that Jesus spoke 

next to his disciples. He knows that some 
are taking offence (verse 61) and in verse 
63 he says “It is the spirit that quickeneth 
(gives life); the flesh profiteth nothing: the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, 
and they are life.”

1 Corinthians 2:14 tells us “the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned.”  Herein lies a 
major problem. Natural man will not— 
literally cannot—accept the things of the 
Spirit (the sayings of Jesus) because they 
seem so foolish. Unless one is willing to 
take up the challenge and “hang around” 
Jesus for the key, no light will ever shine 
and things will remain dark and puzzling. 
There are so many things in the Bible, 
including the basic salvation message of 
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repentance, baptism and the receiving of 
the Holy Spirit, that remain a complete 
mystery to those who continue to look at 
them with natural eyes and try to figure 
them out intellectually. 

Some people spend a lifetime search-
ing for clues, when the real enigma is 
that the answers can only come from God 
himself. 

1 Corinthians 2:9,10—“… as it is writ-
ten, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nei-
ther have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him. But God hath revealed 
them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things 
of God. ” 

To “receive the things of the Spirit of 
God” we must firstly receive the Spirit of 
God. At least then we can begin to un-
derstand, as God opens up his word and 
reveals his plans and purposes that are 
contained therein. We must then be will-
ing to remain with Jesus whatever situ-
ations we find ourselves in. There will 
be many things in the scriptures that we 
do not necessarily fully understand. We 
may come across things which seem just 
too puzzling or even at times too hard to 
take, but if we continue to use the Holy 
Spirit in these areas then the answers 
will be revealed.

This is a decision that we all have to 
make at some time; do I try to make sense 
of “all this” myself or do I accept that I 
cannot decode this on my own and call 
out to God through the Spirit expecting 
him to keep his promise.

“Call unto me, and I will answer thee, 
and show thee great and mighty [hidden] 
things, which thou knowest not” (Jeremi-
ah 33:3).  

“There will be many things
in the scriptures that we do not 

necessarily fully understand”
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Around the assemblies

ABOVE: Sue Kelly and the Sydney sisters in Auckland

ABOVE: Watching Sebastian’s baptism in Auckland

ABOVE: Christchurch saints with “Janny” (left) from UK

ABOVE: Lunch at the Te Puke working bee

ABOVE: A spot of croquet with Pastors Alan & Wayne

LEFT: The Sydney Young People on their visit to the 

North Island



Auckland
We celebrated our sister Jean Knutson’s 
90th birthday. On the same weekend we 
had a number of young people visiting 
from Sydney and held an outreach and  
concert. There was a baptism in August—
Sebastian Sineng who was in Auckland 
studying for his pilot’s license was wit-
nessed to by his instructor, Brother John 
from the Pt Moresby fellowship. John is 
back in Auckland for a while. Sebastian is 
presently back in PNG. A few weeks ago 
we had a car rally. Dan and Angel joined 
us with some friends of theirs and a cou-
ple of weeks later came to Auckland for 
a week’s holiday (and to follow up their 
friends) and we had a barbecue dinner 
at their bach. 

Our sister Alice Forsyth from Brisbane 
left last week as she had finished her nurs-
ing course here. We also had a sister re-
turn from South Africa—Jeanette Strauss 
along with her three children, Leo, Robin, 
and Helen. Jeanette came to the Lord in 
May 2009. Her husband Louis has now 
been baptised and received the Spirit. 
They return to South Africa next week. 

Aussies, tea parties, kids clubs, and quakes
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And we are all looking forward to Christmas Camp

TOP:  Ladies of leisure at the Te Puke 21st Tea Party 

BOTTOM-LEFT:  Sebastian’s baptism in Auckland

BOTTOM-RIGHT:  Denim (left), Phoebe and friend

Bay of Plenty
July kicked off with an uplifting and fun 
visit from the Sydney Young People. An 
awesome time of fellowship was had with 
a concert evening on the Saturday night. 
The Te Puke saints were very grateful for 
their visit and missed them greatly after 
they left! The following weekend a des-
sert cafe evening was hosted by Te Puke 
with many Auckland saints present. 

Sister Jenny was blessed to be able 
to attend an outreach held in Perth, and 
the Darbyshire family, Jed and Doug also 
spent some time in Australia. 

A massive working bee was held re-
cently to spruce up the hall and grounds 
which involved knocking out some walls 
and a fireplace. An end of year Garage 
Sale/Outreach will be held in a few weeks 
with the prophecy boards being put up 
to generate interest and conversation. 

Sydney Young People’s Camp
“Camp was so fun and cool! It was uplift-
ing in so many ways and we met amazing 
people and heard really good testimonies 
and talks that are so relevant and easy to 
understand.” Ella and Denim

“Interesting talks and activities, boys 
and girls night was great, talks, devo-
tions and prayer were uplifting. Evange-
lising was so enjoyable—playing the gui-
tar, singing and telling people about the 
word of God was the best feeling.” Phoebe

New Plymouth
We have had a few new faces coming and 
going at meetings. So we are rejoicing 
because we know that the Word of God 
never goes out void. We had a Powerpoint 
presentation on the Seven Seals in Rev-
elation from brother Herman and some 
excellent talks from Pastor Bryan about 
Grace and the Resurrection.

Kids’ Club were busy over the holidays. 
They went to Pastor Bryan and Kayes 
batch (or crib for those down south) for 
three days over the holidays and loved 
every minute. The weather wasn’t that 
great but they learnt a new game of cards 
and how to make homemade chocolates. 
When there was a break in the weather 
they explored the rock pools and went for 
a very quick dip in the river (brrr freez-
ing!).

They also learnt that even though they 
are different to each other they have the 
most important thing in common—our 
fellowship and the Holy Spirit.

We are all looking forward to seeing 
everyone at Christmas Camp. 

Updates continued on back page …



Symbols in the Bible
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The first in a series of articles on symbols in prophecy

The Bible is full of symbols. One ob-
vious example is the parables. In 
these we find smaller emblems and 

events which represent things far greater: 
the sower’s seed represents the Word of 
God; the thorns which choke the plant 
represent “the cares of this world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other 
things entering in”; and the field of tares 
and wheat represents the world.

The Bible also talks of types, figures, 
patterns and shadows in the law, in the 
temple and its furniture, in creation, and 
in the victories of men and women of 
faith—all of which represent greater 
promises, concepts, and principles than 
themselves. Man himself is a symbol—he 
was made in the image and likeness of 
God, and therefore given dominion over 
the earth—a great mystery.

Symbols simple and complex
Some symbols in the Bible are simple and 
familiar: oil, fire, water, a tree, a sword, 
a lamp, the sun, moon and stars. Other 
symbols are complex and unfamiliar: a 

scarlet beast with seven heads and ten 
horns, having attributes of a lion, a bear, 
and a leopard; horse-like locusts with 
the faces of men and the tails of scorpi-
ons; even a talking horn with eyes and a 
mouth, speaking great things. Some sym-
bols are active natural events: falling stars, 
burning mountains, great earthquakes 
and storms of giant hail. Even time is 
used in the symbolic prophecies to signify 
greater cycles—such as each symbolic day 
representing a year in Ezekiel’s prophecy 
against Jerusalem.

How do we know what they mean?
Can we make any sense of such symbols? 
And by extension, of the symbolic prophe-
cies in Daniel and Revelation? The answer 
is a definite yes. The Bible itself provides 
the keys. Many of these symbols are in-
terpreted for us in scripture, and those 
that are provide the key to others of their 
kind. This is intentional; they are not in-
terpreted randomly. 

As Jesus said concerning the parable 
of the sower and the seed:
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Horse-like locusts with tails like scorpions and faces like men, a little horn 

with eyes and a mouth, speaking great things—what does it all mean? 

And how do we know?
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“And he said unto them, Know ye not 
this parable? and how then will ye know 
all parables? The sower soweth the word…” 
(Mark 4:13-14).

By understanding this parable, which 
Jesus interpreted for our benefit, we have 
a foundation for understanding others. It 
is the main purpose of a revelation, af-
ter all, to reveal, not to conceal. And the 
main purpose of a symbolic story or par-
able is to reveal a great principle or truth. 
God has provided prophecy to give light 
in a dark place.

Why not plain speech?
But if that is so, why doesn’t God speak 
more plainly? Many prophecies in scrip-
ture do speak plainly. Some of the greatest 
and most far-reaching revelations though 
are reserved to those who believe on him, 
and more generally withheld from those 
who do not. It is the privilege of the be-
liever to glimpse and search out the great-
est treasures God has in store. Jesus indi-
cated that in this age he would manifest 
himself to the believer, rather than the 
unbelieving world, and that he would 
send them the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, who would “show 
them things to come”. Those who walk in 
the light see more than those who walk 
in the darkness.

This principle is demonstrated in 
Christ’s use of parables—symbolic stories. 
Both parables and the symbolic prophe-
cies of Daniel and Revelation deal with 
the mysteries—the hidden treasures—of 
the kingdom of God, and many of those 
parables are themselves prophetic.

“And the disciples came, and said unto 
him, Why speakest thou unto them in para-
bles? He answered and said unto them, Be-
cause it is given unto you to know the mys-
teries of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
them it is not given. For whosoever hath, to 
him shall be given, and he shall have more 
abundance: but whosoever hath not, from 
him shall be taken away even that he hath. 
Therefore speak I to them in parables: be-
cause they seeing see not; and hearing they 
hear not, neither do they understand. And 
in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, 
which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and 
shall not understand; and seeing ye shall 
see, and shall not perceive: For this people’s 
heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull 
of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; 
lest at any time they should see with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and should 
understand with their heart, and should 
be converted, and I should heal them. But 
blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your 
ears, for they hear” (Matthew 13:10-16).

The mystery of the kingdom of God—
the understanding of its progress, its na-
ture, and ultimate victory—is not given to 

the world in this age “because they received 
not the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved”. Though the world in general has 
eyes and ears to see and hear, it does not 
wish to know. The parables and the sym-
bolic prophecies are, however, designed 
to be understood by those who seek the 
truth—those who follow Christ.

“And when he was alone, they that were 
about him with the twelve asked of him 
the parable. And he said unto them, Unto 
you it is given to know the mystery of the 
kingdom of God: but unto them that are 
without, all these things are done in para-
bles: That seeing they may see, and not per-
ceive; and hearing they may hear, and not 
understand; lest at any time they should 
be converted, and their sins should be for-
given them” (Mark 4:10-12).

“And with many such parables spake he 
the word unto them, as they were able to 
hear it. But without a parable spake he 
not unto them: and when they were alone, 
he expounded all things to his disciples” 
(Mark 4:33-34).

A treasure worth digging for
God’s gifts and revelations are not for 
the superficial seeker. His treasures are 
reserved for those who will search them 
out—“And ye shall seek me, and find me, 
when ye shall search for me with all your 
heart” (Jeremiah 29:13).

So while the understanding is there 
for the seeking, that’s not to say that no 
effort or time is required, or that some of 
the details are easily deduced. Once the 
keys are understood though, the history, 
present and future of our world is great-
ly opened to us. That treasure is worth 
digging for.

In the following articles in this series 
we will look at the symbols the Bible has 
interpreted and see how these give us a 
logical understanding of others. We will 
also see that historians themselves, when 
writing of major historical events, often 
use the same prophetic imagery to help 
their readers picture the character of the 
events they relate. 

“Because it is given unto you 
to know the mysteries of the 

kingdom of heaven”



In Psalms 92:10 we read, “But my horn 
shalt thou exalt like [the horn of] an 
unicorn [wild ox]: I shall be anointed 

with fresh oil.” The scriptures always use 
the horn as a symbol of strength. Also no-
tice how the psalmist uses the words horn 
and fresh oil (anointing oil) together. The 
Hebrew word for horn (qeren [keh’-ren], 
from where we get the English word ker-
atin), was translated as “a horn” (as pro-
jecting), a flask, cornet; by resemblance—
an elephant’s tooth (i.e., ivory), a corner 
(of the altar), a peak (of a mountain), 
a ray (of light); and figuratively, it can 
mean power or a hill.

Horned animals such as oxen, goats, 
and rams in the Bible are symbols of 
strength. Thus the Hebrew depicts vic-
tories as “a person’s horns being exalted” 
(Psalm 89:24, Psalm 148:14), a sign of 
power (Deuteronomy 33:17). The horns 
can also refer metaphorically to kings 
(Daniel 7:8), or defeats, as the “breaking 
of horn” (Lamentations 2:3). The root 
word also means to shine—Moses’ face 

(Exodus 34:29)—like rays of glory. The 
ram’s horn blown can also sound the vic-
tory (Joshua 6:5).

Another interesting aspect of the use of 
a singular horn is in 1 Samuel 2:10: “The 
adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to 
pieces; out of heaven shall he thunder upon 
them: the LORD shall judge the ends of the 
earth; and he shall give strength unto his 
king, and exalt the horn of his anointed.” 
Notice the author’s use of the singular 
horn—perhaps where the idea of the uni-
corn comes from.

The horns of the altar
In Exodus 38:1–2 the dimensions of the 
altar of burnt offering are described as 
five cubits by five cubits and “it was four-
square”. The meaning of the Hebrew 
word for “foursquare”—raba (raw-bah)— 
comes through the idea of sprawling “at 
all fours”. If we understand the principle 
of an animal being on all fours we can 
better understand why the projecting cor-
ners of the altar would be called “horns”. 

The Horn of Salvation
A symbol of strength in scripture
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The “horns of the altar” also represent the 
Lord’s strength (1 Kings 1:50).

The anointing oil
The horn was used to carry the anoint-
ing oil, as we can see in this example in 1 
Samuel 16:1,13: “And the LORD said unto 
Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, 
seeing I have rejected him from reigning 
over Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, 
I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite: 
for I have provided me a king among his 
sons.” The oil was poured on the head—
from where the horns grow. The oil has 
always been symbolic of the Holy Spirit, 
hence the term for the “out pouring” of 
the Holy Spirit.

Yet again the psalmist in Psalms 18:2 
“The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, 
and my deliverer; my God, my strength, 
in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the 
horn of my salvation, and my high tower” 
has used the singular horn and not horns 
as in the altar.

The horn of salvation
Turning to the New Testament in Luke 
1:67–79  “And hath raised up an horn of 
salvation for us in the house of his serv-
ant David;” we read of another horn that 
has been raised up—who is this? In verse 
69 we read that the “horn of salvation” 
(Psalm 18:2) indicates the saving power of 
the king. The four horns on the corners of 
altars (Exodus 27:2) afforded sanctuary to 
a fugitive who clung to them. The horn of 
salvation in Luke 1:69 denotes royal sav-
ing power, now belonging to the Messiah.

Let our horns grow large from the 
“new man’s mind”. And let the spiritual 
keratin (growing in the Lord) make our 
horns stronger. 
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A God who answers

I was born and raised in Holland and grew up as a 
happy young fellow not lacking anything in par-
ticular. I was not raised religiously, but did start 

wondering about life and God. When I was around 
18 I realised that if God were real, he should be able 
to hear and answer me, so I asked him to show me 
who he is. Shortly after this I was witnessed to and 
heard things I had never heard before. Since the 
man that witnessed to me was also my sister’s ex-
boyfriend I could verify the miraculous healing that 
had taken place in his life. The thing that was most 
impressive was that he boldly stated that God could 
and would prove himself to me personally and that 
I would “speak in tongues” as proof. I was impressed 
and intrigued but didn’t want to commit at that time.

The reason I put the Lord on hold was I still want-
ed to live the life of house parties, drugs and girls. 
However, just after I made this decision my life came 
tumbling down. My long-time girlfriend left me, I 
got into huge fights at home and I had to move out, 
my parents also broke up soon after, drug use esca-
lated and school went down the drain. I had become 
paranoid and depressed but saw no way out until I 
remembered the gospel I heard three years earlier. I 
got back in contact with the brother that witnessed 
to me and we ended up having prayer for me to re-
ceive the Holy Spirit. After some minutes of prayer 
I received the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues. For 
the first time in years I was truly happy and was able 
to think straight. Immediately I lost all desire for the 
drugs I had tried to give up for years and wanted 
nothing else but to get more of this God.

I’ve seen many other miracles in my life since 
that day, such as my uncle being healed of psoriasis 
and my father of RSI/OOS. Praise the Lord for the 
many amazing things he has done and will do in the 
time to come! 

da n  l aG e r wa a r d
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And who confirms his Word with accompanying signs

I always believed there was a God, but growing up 
I had no real certainty or any idea of God’s plan 
and purpose. I just thought that if I was a good 

person I would be okay in life.
Then in 1990, when I was a young teenager on 

holidays, I met a family who were born again. Their 
daughter (who was my age) told me of God’s plan in 
the Bible. It was at the time of the Gulf War and al-
though only young, I could see what a mess the world 
was in, and realised how wrong my own ways were 
and I really wanted to be right with God.

We kept in touch and months later I went to a Re-
vival Fellowship meeting in Rotorua, New Zealand. 
I heard the same message of the Bible’s command-
ments concerning salvation and so I got baptised by 
full immersion. Little did I know at that moment the 
amazing direction my life would take. 

The first miracle I experienced was when I spoke 
in tongues—the sign of the Holy Spirit that I had read 
of in the Bible. This and gaining a knowledge of the 
Bible and its meaning through the Holy Spirit have 
been the most amazing miracles God has given me, 
amongst many many others.

I have a fulfilled and blessed life with my husband, 
family and fellowship and I can see God’s blessings in 
my life every day. I am a happy and content person 
within and even though sometimes things don’t go 
the way I expect, I find out God always has an even 
better outcome in the end. I feel very privileged to 
have a future with the Lord in my life. 

c h a n ta l  b a k k e r

The thing that was most impressive was . . . 
that I would “speak in tongues” as proof

The first 
miracle I 
experienced 
was when 
I spoke in 
tongues



Genesis 15:1
After these things the word of the Lord came unto 
Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am 
thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.

Joshua 1:9
Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a 
good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dis-
mayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whither-
soever thou goest. 

2 Kings 6:15–16
And when the servant of the man of God was risen 
early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed 
the city both with horses and chariots. And his 
servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall 
we do? And he answered, Fear not: for they that be 
with us are more than they that be with them.

1 Chronicles 28:20
And David said to Solomon his son, Be strong and 
of good courage, and do it: fear not, nor be dis-
mayed: for the Lord God, even my God, will be 
with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee, 
until thou hast finished all the work for the service 
of the house of the Lord.

Matthew 10:31
Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than 
many sparrows.

Luke 12:32
Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom.

2 Timothy 1:7
For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

Fear not

Auckland
Ellerslie Primary School
12 Kalmia Street
Hall Meetings:
 Sunday 3pm & 6pm
House meeting
 Wednesday 7.30pm

Pastor wayne edwards
Phone 09 277 2940

Bay of Plenty
20 Seddon Street
Te Puke
Hall Meetings:
 Sunday 3pm & 6pm
 Wednesday 7.30pm
 Friday 7.30pm

Pastor alan butler
Phone 07 573 5840

Christchurch
Chch. South Intermediate
204 Selwyn St, Sydenham
Hall Meetings:
 Sunday 10.30am & 1pm
House Meeting
 Wednesday 7.30pm

Pastor mark wattchow
Phone 03 388 0415

West Coast
Contact Christchurch

New Plymouth
Cnr Bayly & Breakwater Rds
Motoroa
Hall Meetings:
 Sunday 10.30am
 Wednesday 7.30pm

Pastor bryan smith
Phone 06 757 5792

Wellington
Johnsonville 
Community Centre
3 Frankmoore Avenue
Johnsonville
Hall Meetings
 Sunday 10.30am
House Meeting
 Wednesday 7.00pm

Pastor royden mayfield
Phone 021 844338
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www.revivalfellowship.org

Be not afraid

Assembly updates continued …

Christchurch
After an outreach in July in Greymouth 
we decided to advertise seven weeks of 
presentations on Creation, Archaeology, 
Prophecy, Mammon, Miracles and the re-
vival in Africa. Unfortunately, the first 
presentation fell on the same weekend 
as the big earthquake. No-one was hurt 
badly in the 7.1 quake, but the quake and 
aftershocks seriously damaged our hall. 
The damage means that the front hall, 
kitchen, Sunday School room and toilets 
are to be demolished. The rear hall also 
has cracking and has yet to be evaluated.

Our choices are to rebuild, or find an-
other hall. It’s sad to lose the old hall af-
ter 19 years, but always exciting to look 
ahead as well.

We are currently holding Sunday 
meetings in Mike Douglas’ music class-
room at a local school—quite a good set-
up, with instruments, music stands, pro-
jection, and mini-kitchen provided (as 
well as basketball area and grounds for 
lunchtime). We did manage to continue 
with the presentations there.

Many people in Christchurch have 
been terrified by the quakes, and still are. 
We are very fortunate to have the Lord at 
such a time. 

Wellington & Greymouth
The folk in Wellington have bid farewell 
to the Danish family of Dan and Camilla 
who have returned to Denmark. We pray 
the Lord will uphold them over there.

Ben & Chantal Bakker continue to 
travel across to Greymouth every couple 
of weeks or so, accompanied by other 
Christchurch folk, for meetings and fel-
lowship with the three folk there. 

BELOW:  The front hall at Christchurch. This side 

collapsed after one of the aftershocks. You can partly see 

the hole on the other side which fell in the first quake.


