
 
 
 
 

 

 

April 3 FPC Scholarship Applications Due 

 

April 6 Feeding America Food Truck 

 

  American Red Cross Blood Drive 

 

April 15 C.A.S. Speaker: Austin Channing 

 Brown, Race Relations 

 

  Open House for Cornelius  

 Nebbeling’s 100th Birthday! 

 

April 22, 29 & May 6 

 New Member Classes 

 

April 27 Youth Auction 

 

April 28 Grounds Clean-Up 

 

May 27 Summer Worship Hours Begin: 

 9:00 Traditional Service 

 11:00  Contemporary Service 

 

June 24 Second Annual Golf Scramble 

 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
Presbyterian 
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Please join us for the second annual 

Youth Dinner & Auction! 
 

When: April 27, 5:00 p.m. 

Where: The Mackinaw Ballroom 

at the Grand Haven Community Center 

Cost: $20 per person 

Includes: Dinner and live music 

Cash bar will be available 
 

Tickets available in the church office or online at: 

 

Community Artist & Speaker Series 
presents 

Austin Channing Brown, Speaker 
Sunday, April 15 

 

Known as a fierce defender of civil discourse 
related to race relations with specific reference 
to encouraging open dialogue and tolerance 
between African American and white 
communities, Austin Channing Brown will be 
speaking on her experiences and perspectives 
on this topic. She states, “Our commitment to 
racial justice and reconciliation requires we dig 
into the muddiness of humanity, reckoning with 

the worst of our humanity as we call out its best. This work is not for the faint 
of heart. It requires hope. Not a hope founded on good feelings or good 
intentions, but hope that demands. For our hope is risky, relentless, rooted in 
our certainty that love will win.” 
 

Please join us at 4:00 p.m. on April 15, and have the opportunity to ask Ms. 
Brown questions as we explore this timely and important topic. In addition to 
the afternoon event, Austin Channing Brown will be speaking in both worship 
services that morning, and will also be continuing the discussion in the Wired 
Word class between services.  
 

All Community Artist Series events are free and open to the public. 

https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/3381400
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Prayer Concerns:  
Alice Akin, Tom Braak, Carol Folkert, 
Margaret Johnson, Roy Lindberg, 
Margaret Linebaugh, Sue Roper, 
Frank Steinhauer, and Evelyn Wood 

  

Our Sympathy:  
 to the family and friends of Ivan  
Nordin, who passed away on  
March 6, 2018. 

 

 to the family and friends of Kenneth 
Scott MacLeod, resident of Lake 
City, Florida, who passed away on 
March 23, 2018. 

  

 to Megan, Josh, Carter, and Nolan 
Hayes on the death of Megan’s father, 
Clyde Larson, on April 1, 2018. 

In Our Church 

Every month, we publish birthdays of our members and 
friends who are no longer able to come to church 
regularly, as well as those affiliated with the church who 
are in the military. Bless their special day with a card 
from their church family! 

 

Apr. 25 Muriel Mersereau 
18525 Woodland Ridge Dr. 
Room 31 
Spring Lake, MI 49456 

 
Mar. 30 SSG Adam Gleason 

PSC 3 Box 7105 
APO AP 9626 

 (son of Joe and Carol Eveland) 
 
May 11  LaMar VanHaaften 

Robbinswood 
1125 Robbins Road 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Blood Drive 
Friday, April 6 

 

The need is constant. 
The gratification is instant. 

 

Give blood. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Our next blood drive: 
Friday, April 6 

12:00—5:45 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church  

 
 

Walk-ins are always welcome! 

May 14 Harvey Beute 
15001 Pine Ridge Road 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
May 19 Gerry VanStratt 

Christian Haven Home 
704 Pennoyer, 20E 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
May 28 Susan McClellan 

Village at the Pines 
1450 S. Ferry, Apt. 228 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

You are Invited... 

 

Do you have questions about the Presbyterian Church? 
 

Are you thinking about becoming a member of  
First Presbyterian Church? 

 

Find out more about the beliefs and traditions of the Presbyterian church.  
To reserve your spot, contact Karen Nienhouse at 842-6760 or 

knienhouse@fpgh.org.  
 

Nursery care is available. 

Chancel Flowers 
 

Every Sunday the chancel in the front 

of the sanctuary is graced by beautiful 

flowers sponsored by church 

members. We currently have flower 

sponsorship openings on June 24, July 

15, and July 22.  
 

If you would like to sponsor the 

flowers on any of those mornings, 

please contact Sue Ochs 

at   

231-780-3717 or email: 

s2123@aol.com. 

If unable to attend,  
birthday wishes may  

be sent to:  
Cornelius Nebbeling 
14730—177th Street 

Grand Haven, MI 49417 

tel:231-780-3717
mailto:s2123@aol.com
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I have 
 a smile across 
my face as I 

write this because the last three days 
have been filled with pure sunshine. 
West Michigan has its share of 
clouds, but when they lift, so do all of 
our spirits. It gives me hope that soon 
the grass will green, the tulips will 
emerge from their beds, and the soft-
balls will start flying around Mulligan’s 
Hollow. As many of you read this, 
you’ll be enjoying Spring Break. 
Wherever you are, I hope you found a 
place to worship for Easter and to 
enjoy some rest with those you love.  
 
As we tie a bow on Lent and Easter 
Sunday, my attention is turning to so 
many interesting classes and events 
we have coming our way this month. 
So, go grab your calendar, and start 
writing all of this down! We are  
hosting Dave Ramsey’s Financial 
Peace University on Thursdays from 
7:00-9:00 starting on April 12 and 
running for nine weeks. I have led 
this course twice, and it has been 
transformational to my family in how 
we handle money and plan for the 
future. So, whether you are drowning 
in debt or you’re just wanting to make 
sure your plans for retirement are 
heading the right way, this class will 
be beneficial to you. Also on Thursday 
evenings we are holding a Science 

and Christianity Class. This class 
will engage with faith and science as 
partners in the truth. It’s going to be a 
very interesting time together. Both of 
these are great events to invite friends 
who are not a part of this church.  
 
Speaking of inviting people to church, 
it’s always good to see new faces 
worshiping with us. One of our aims 
is to make sure people feel at home 
among us. We will hold a New  
Member Class that lasts three  
Sundays (April 22, 29, and May 6) 
during the Growing in Faith hour. If 
you know people who have been  
visiting us, I invite you to encourage 
them to make this the place for their 
faith. We are a church that absolutely 
relies on the input of its members for 
ministry, and we want all to feel like 
they can be a part of what God is  
doing among us. 
 
The Sundays in April bring us new 
and good topics every week. Easter 
Sunday starts off the month, but even 
if you are not here for Easter, know 
that the season of Easter lasts well 
into May, so there will be lots of  
celebrating around here! Pastor Jill is 
leading worship on April 8, and she is 
toying with a really interesting topic 
for that Sunday. (You’re not surprised 
that Jill would do something interesting, 

are you? I’m not!) April 15 is a  
Sunday to circle in red on your  
calendar. We are hosting Austin 
Channing Brown both for worship 
and as part of the Community Artist 
and Speaker Series. Austin is a  
nationally recognized speaker and 
author on racial reconciliation and the 
church. This would be a great day to 
bring anyone in the community to 
hear her. April 22 is also Earth Day, 
so worship will center around the 
ways Christians are to care for God’s 
creation. Finally, April 29 is Youth 
Sunday, where we get to hear from 
the faith of our youth. They are  
already planning the service, and I 
can’t wait to see what they do with it! 
 
Easter came early this year, which 
didn’t give us much time to catch our 
breath after Christmas. The good 
news now is that we have time after 
Easter and before summer to do some 
really substantive ministry. I pray you 
make this a priority in your schedules. 
I also hope you invite others to join 
us. I think this is a great church, and 
who doesn’t want to share something 
they love with others?  
  

In Christ, 
 

 
Pastor Troy 
  

From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

From the Session of FPC 
 

News from the March 2018 Session Meeting 
 

In an effort to keep all members in the loop, a brief monthly summary of the last Session meeting will appear every 
month in The Tidings. If you want more detail, the Session minutes are posted on www.fpgh.org. 
 

Highlights: 

 We approved the two updated job descriptions for our Children’s Ministries Director and Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries Director. Those searches are underway. 

 We approved the formation of a Safety Subcommittee that will focus on safety issues that arise for all the ministries  
of our church 

 We approved times for our summer worship services: 9:00 for Traditional and 11:00 for Contemporary. This change 
occurs Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend. 

 We approved Lynne Bosch, Sandie Enders, and Alishia Terrill as elder commissioners to the March Presbytery meeting.  
 

It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church. Keep us in your prayers. 
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Outreach & Adult Education 

Neighbor Helping 
Neighbor 

 

The People Center 
 

Members of FPC support 
The People Center quarterly 
with our mission dollars. 
Located in Spring Lake, 
the Center first opened its 
doors in 1996 and currently responds 
to the needs of thousands in the  
greater Tri-Cities area with one paid 
part-time employee and a staff of over 
60 volunteers.  
 

In times of emergency or uncertainty, 
the Center provides food, clothing, 
transitional housing and access to  
other area resources. The Food Pantry 
offers a three-day supply of food up to 
four times per year to area families in 
need, and is one of the recipients of 
our monthly food collection. The 
Clothing Hutch offers a variety of  
no-cost clothing choices for men, 
women, and children, as well as  
gently used linens. The People Center 
campus also includes six transitional 
apartments in three different homes. 
More information can be found 
at  thepeoplecenter.org. 
 

Are you a neighbor with an open heart 
and willing hands?  Volunteers to  
support this mission are needed.   
Volunteer shifts are only once a 
month for three hours – either  
11am-2pm or 2pm-5pm. Contact  
Donna vandenBerg at 616-844-0741 
or donna.rickvdb@yahoo.com  

Habitat for Humanity 
Fundraisers 

 

Music at the Museum 
Tri-Cities Historical Museum 

Friday, April 13 
 

Featuring:  
Plain Jane Glory  

and  
Julia & The Greensides 

Time: Appetizers & cash bar, 6 pm 
Music from 7-9 pm 

Cost: $25 
 

Hops for Homes 
Thursday, June 7 

Grand Haven Golf Club 
Featuring: 

Craft beer tasting, burgers & brats, 
yard games and silent auction, and 

music by Jack Leaver 
Time: 5-8 pm 

Cost: $35 in advance  
or $40 at the door 
(call 846-1505) 

 

For more information on what’s 
happening at the Tri-cities Habitat 

for Humanity, follow this link:  
https://bit.ly/2q5q7cJ 

 
 

 
 
 

Financial Peace University 
Thursdays 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

April 12 - June 7 
 

Dump your debt, take control of 
your money, and learn new  
behaviors that are founded on 
commitment and accountability.  

Contact the church office at  
842-6760 to sign up. 

 

Cost: $75 for a participant kit.  

 
Sunday Morning  

Classes 

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
April 8—May 20 

 

NEW! Achieving Life  
in the Kingdom 

 

Jesus’s most tender and loving  
invitation for us to join him in the 
earthly kingdom is Matthew 11:29-30. 
His welcome is offered as…Come…
Take …Learn!  
 

Our class will use this scripture and 
references from The Divine Conspiracy 
to examine how we can enter and be 
blessed by the kingdom right here 
during our earthly journey.   
 

Facilitators: Paul McNergney,  
Keith Konarska, and Bob Day  

 

Returning Favorites... 
 

Studying The Book of John with 
Hazel Kragt, room 11 
   

Wired Word - Weekly discussion  
of world news and events from a 
Christian perspective 
 

*A Note from Children's Ministries: 
This spring Children's Ministries will 
be taking a break from Shine! and 
will focus efforts and volunteer time 
on Children & Worship. If you attend 
a class during Growing in Faith and 
need a place for your kids, supervision 
will be provided in room 3 with art 
supplies and a space  to read.  

Adult Education Spring Offerings  
Sunday Mornings & Thursday Evenings  

Science & Christianity  
Thursdays, 7:00 p.m. 

April 12 - June 7 
 

In our present era of big bang 
cosmology, evolution, and the 
revealing of the human genome is 
there the possibility of harmony 
between the scientific and  
Christian worldviews? The  
answer to this question is "Yes!"  
 

The background text for the class is 
the book What We Talk About When 
We Talk About God by Rob Bell and 
is available online or in the church 
office for $10. 
 

Please contact the church office at 
842-6760 or staff@fpgh.org if you 
plan to attend. If you would like to 
reserve child care email Pastor Jill:  
jillv@fpgh.org. 

http://thepeoplecenter.org/
mailto:donna.rickvdb@yahoo.com


Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

Caleb Zokoe, Youth Director 

PAGE 5 

In Our Church/Outreach 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Grand Haven 

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 
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Every month, the Mission  

Committee collects non-perishable 

food and household goods like 

shampoo, toilet paper and laundry 

detergent for local food pantries.  

This month’s donations will go to 

Love in Action. 

Please bring donations 

to the designated spot in 

the Gathering Area.  

Summer Camp 
Grants 

 

Has spring break got you thinking 

about summer? Take the time now to 

register for summer camp!  
 

Children's Ministries is thrilled to 

offer our "Camp Pathways Grant 

Program" to encourage all children 

from Kindergarten thru 12th 

grade to attend a Christian camp 

this summer. Each student who 

applies will receive grant money. 

This is not a need-based program. 
 

Applications and more details are 

available at the Children's Ministries 

desk, or on the Children’s Ministries 

page on our website, www.fpgh.org. 

 

 

Feeding America Food Truck 
 

Through your giving, the Mission Committee has 

sponsored a Feeding America Food Truck on April 6. 

The objective of this ministry is to offer love and hope 

to people who are struggling to make ends meet.  

 

Please come and help us package and hand out food or help people carry food 

to their vehicles. We’ll be in the St. Pat's West parking lot at 9:30 a.m. on 

Friday, April 6, until the food is gone (around 11:00 a.m.).  
 

This is a great spring break activity for the whole family! 

PW Hanging Basket 
Flower Sale 

 

The Presbyterian Women are once 
again taking pre-paid orders for a  
variety of 11” hanging baskets.  
Baskets are $16 each and order 
forms are located in the church  
office and at the Welcome Desk.  
 

The deadline for orders is Sunday, 
April 22. Flowers will be available 
for pick-up on Saturday, May 12 and 
Sunday, May 13 (Mother’s Day). 
 

All proceeds support PW missions 

 

  

Family Ministries 
Search Update 

 

To keep you informed about our  
Children and Youth Ministries  
staffing process, here is what we’ve 
been up to in March: 
 

 Following Session’s approval of  
the job descriptions, we began  
advertising these positions 

 We are presently reviewing resumes 
and hope to begin interviews after 
spring break 

 

These positions are posted on the  
church website. If you know people 
who would be good candidates for 
this work, please pass along the job 
descriptions to them.  
 

Please keep us in your prayers as we 
search for these next staff members. 

April  
Food Collection  



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
11:00 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service live streamed on our facebook page:  
First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 
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deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

Sign up for the 

First Presbyterian Church 
Second Annual Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser 

 

Sunday, June 24, 

at Pigeon Creek Golf Course 

Registration: 11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Shotgun Start: 1:00 p.m. 
 

Come out for an afternoon of golf, food, fellowship, and fun with your FPC family! 
 

For full details and registration form, brochures are available in the church office and at the Welcome 

Desk, or by entering this link into your web browser: https://bit.ly/2pQQaUM 

Sponsorship opportunities are available, and donations of team prize 

items, contest prizes, door prizes and silent auction items are also needed.  

If you have questions or would like more information about making a  

donation, please contact either:  

 Alishia Terrill (msugal@tds.net or 638-1783) or  

 Sue VandenBosch(s.vandenbosch@att.net or 607-7095). 
 

Proceeds will benefit Joyful Noise Christian Childcare. 
Second  Annual  

Golf Scramble “Fun” Raiser 


